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OF MOTHER OF GOD
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Xpucmoc napooscyemupca — cnaeme!
Xpucmoc i3 nevec — 3ycmpivaiime!
Xpucmoc na 3zemni — 6aovopmecs!
Kanon Ympeni Pizoea Xpucmoesozo

Hopori y Xpucri!
Humu ciioBaMu i3 kaHOHY Pi3aABSIHOT Y TpeHi
X04y NMPUBITATH BCiX Bac 3i CBITJIMM CBATOM
PiznBa XpucrtoBoro. Croroani Xpucrona
LepkBa 3aK/JMKA€ HAC He MPOCTO BKOTPe Bia-
3HAYaTH Le CBATO, a i 3aNPOLIYy€E NMPOCIABIA-
TH, 3ycTpiuaTi bora, sikuii npuiimos 10 Hac
y JI0ACHKOMY Tijli, Ta KPiUTHCS NPUCYTHiC-
TIO IILOT0 HeOecHOro JIuTATH.
Xpucroc poxnaernes! Caasivo HMoro!

+ CBATOCJIAB

Beceaux PizaB’saanx CBAT

¥Ycim mapoxisinam i npuxokaHam!
Xpucroc Paxxnaerncs! Caasim Horo!

Xk ok kk k ok kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkxkkxkx kx k x k

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!
To all Parishionersand Friends!

Merry Christmas
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE | | TOP’SIIOK CB. JITYPITil 208 | St Joseph School For Boys Ukrainian Home Dnipro

3an. 1: New Year - Hosuii Pik 2012 1 Ciunn: Hetian Otuis (101) [ Bookstore o cderal Credit Union
Circumcision; St. Basil the Gr. (gr) [ 10:00 p. 3a Iapoxisn — For Parishioners Ronda Doucette (716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
12:00 PM  +Julia Hrynczak (M. Hanuszczak) ’ar., 6 Ciunsi — CBHTI/Iﬁ BEYIP 574 333-3420 .uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com
Mon., January 2 — IToneninok, 2 Ciuns 10:00 B. Besnke Ioseueps i Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books  NCA#EH “The credit union
10:00 AM +Tauus Ierins (Isan | Mupa) Pisassina JliTypris o TGRIE So ; with a heart”
+Mapycs (ITetins) [porwk (poanna) CyBora, 7 Ciuns — PI3JIBO I.H.LX. saintjoseph@roadrunner.com - & Freechecking
Tue., January 3 - Bisropox, 3 Ciuns 10:00 p. 3a Mapoxinn (Mupopanns) There is still soace for vour ad. Competitiverates on I sand savings acoount
8:15 AM 3a 31 Okcarn 3BiHeK P y Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
8 Ciunsi: Henias no Pisasi (FOn.) m: Maemo micue ana Balloro oronoLeHHs ATM Visa Debit cards

Wed., January 4 — Cepena, 4 Ciuns
9:15AM +Walter Hanicki (Shewchen Fam.)

Thu., January 5 — Yer., 5 Ciuns - . . : ' .
9:15AM +Helen Maxim (LUC) () Biune Csit10 B yects IIIM (9)

St Basil Liturgy — JI. Cs. Bacunis Poputs na Caasy boiky

Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)

Dég Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes
DNIPRO AHINPO Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our

11:00 p. +Muxaiisio Opoc (apy:KnuHa)

& i

Ukrainian Cultural Center

Fri., Jan. 6: Theophany - Borosissienns  PARISH INFORMATION 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476 Ukrainian Credit Union Family!
. U e . _ _ www. UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com ——————————————————— e
9:30 AM 3a Ilapoxisan — For Parishioners SEPON=EYETE stnbuffalo@yahoo.com Hall and b ol 1abl
Great Water Blessing — Bes. BogocBsTTsi . ' all and bar rentals are available. !
Sat. January 7 — Cvéora. 7 Cian http://www.stnbuffalo.com See your old friends on Friday night. Please support our sponsors!
10'06AM y Juli y ’ DIOC. \Wi=eH http://www.stamforddio.org Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. NAKYEMO — THANK YOU!
: (see Julian) 308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 P Contribute to th
Jan. 8: Sunday after Theophany I rFa 855_13119 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 $100,000 Building Fund.  TheColonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
11:00 AM +Mieczyslawa Hanitzky Confesson: Before Liturgies Donations are tax deductible, ~ ©of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.
(Emily Swiatkiwsky) Cnoigp:  Mepen C. Jliryprisivu Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
Baptism: By appointment
Eternal Light burnsfor Xpeuienns: 3a 10MOBJIEHHSAM EURO DELI AND Gl FTS L 3k003 SOUth[\ITar kYAVEnf46218
+O|ga Kol 0ty|0 Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance 7 b [ A&P" > - ackawanna, New Y or
Requ. By Jagodzinski Family %: fomcml?c“. o f’icmﬁm on 25 (oot (o807
eligion classes — Peuiriiina IIporpama H - ) 2 2.
NMPOINA 10 JIIOPAY I CB. 3EMJIL “g 4007 11:45 AM — Cyora 11:45 ATR = Melvin J. SLIWINSK
6-19 TPABH, 2012 ey Yoo P : : bt
(6- s ) i il - . 4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
. Ministry to the sick - Omika mag xsopumu FUNERAL HOME
Family membersshould call the Rectory (Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
G 1O L OURDS e oy Famns s oo o Y ool WAeS  5500rge Urben Boulevre
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012 . 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630- . 716-688- Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
For moreinfo call: (519) 536-6778 IN E'MERGENCY CALL ANY TIME ) 5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043
Or write: Fr. Eutimy Wolinski B pa3i noTpeou 3aBKIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam! ’ !
Box 20118 Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest NMpocumo ix nigTpumaru!

Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8 V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean (716) 894-1772
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Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

PROSPHORA --- JANUARY 8
TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
us raise money 09 S
for our Church gp
by purchasing NEVET Sops

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in

Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose

or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ Hac ycnimno npogawtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y

AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aizkka!

KoJsm nisinyere naty Bamoro BiH4aHHs
YH XpeleHHs TO NPOCUMO IIOTOBOPUTH

3 MapoxoM, o0 moTiM He 0yJI0 HENmopo-
3yminHsA. Moske craTucs, 110 B el JeHb
O0yae HeMOKJIYBO BilOYTH 3a1JIsIHOBaHe.

* * %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-

ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

U Reo. Margjan Gnonsgh

Are you listening '"Good Samaritan"
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thanksfor donations!

* k %

Yu ciyxaeTe Hally pajgio nepegavy
«Mmuiocepauuii Camap'ssHUH»
Henins, 2 ron. na WJJL 1440 AM?

Jsikyemo 3a noxkepTeu!

Hama ITapoxisabsua Ilpocdopa
BinOyaerbca 8 Ciuns.

* k *

Parish Christmas Dinner
January 8, 2012 (Liturgy at 11).

Baked Goods - CoJioake
Baked Goods ar e needed for our pa-

rish Prosphora on Sunday, January 8.

Donations of sweets
would be greatly appr eciated.

* k *

IIpocumo npuHecTH COIOAKE
Ha Haly npocdopy

AhAAAAAAAAAAA

e A I S e T o T wrow S S e e

ABOUT CHURCH ENVELOPES

AND CHRISTMAS:
If you are celebrating Christmason the
Julian (Old) Calendar, please usethe
CHRISTMAS 2012 found at the begin-
ning of your new 2012 box of envelopes.
We ask thisbecausein most casesthe
number you had in 2011 isnot the same
asthe number you havein 2012, and this
may cause your donation to be entered
incorrectly into the computer since most
parishionersdo not put nameson their
envelopes.

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE!

THISYEAR DO NOT USE 2011 BOX
OF ENVELOPES. THANK YOU!

In Memoriam — Biunasa Ilam’ 915!
ARTYMOWYCZ - Wasyl " Bill"

(Jan. 14, 1952 - Dec. 26, 2011)

Suddenly December 26, 2011; cherished
son of the late Mychajlo and Anna Arty-
mowycz; dear brother of Petro (Judy)
Artymowycz, Maria (Harry) Stobie,
Stephan (Paula) and the late Lesia Arty-
mowycz; loving uncle of Natalie (David),
Eric, Michael (Katie), Meghan, Steven,
Lisa, Brandon and Alex.

We extend our sympathy to the family
and friends. May herest in peace!
Eternal Memory! Vichnaya Pamiat!
B2 o el e et S i S
YnokoiBest B N'ocnoai Cs. [Tam.
+Bacuiab ApTuMoOBHY
(14.1.1952 - 26. XI1. 2011)

Cectpi Mapii, Oparam Ilerposi i
CrpenaHoBi Ta iHIIMM 4JIeHAM POAWHY i
NPUATHIAM CKJIAJTAEMO CHiB'—IyTTﬂ, a
ilomy xaii 6yne Biunas Ilam’saTn!

30 cRATHMH \TI0KOH, XPHCTE, AV CAYTH
Troro BacHas, A€ HEMAE BOAI3HI, Hi neva-
Ay Hi 3iTXAHHHA, & XKHTTH Ee€3KoHeMHE!
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The Ukrainian American
Y outh Association
of Buffalo, New York
Lesia Ukrainka Branch

Is pleased
to announce
their annual

TRADITIONAL
UKRAINIAN
NEW YEAR’'S DANCE
— MALANKA

Which will take place on
Saturday, January 28th, 2012

at the Ukrainian Cultural Center
“DNIPRO” hall located at:
562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, New York

All areinvited to come and
join the celebration!

Music will be
provided by:

“Vechirka”

Music from 9:00 pm to 1:00 am
Champagne Toast

Ticketsare $30.00 and
$25 for studentsto 18 years

For Tickets Please Contact:

Helen Turyk 697-0807
William Serediuk  821-0711
Osyp Grega 604-4798

OCEPEJIOK
CYM
M. JIECI
VYKPAIHKU
B Bodano H. 1.

BrnamroBye

TPAIULINHY
MAJIAHKY

SKa BIIOYIEThCS
B cy0oTy 28-r0 ciunsa 2012 p.
B 3AJIs1X YKpaiHChKOro oMy
“IIainpo” mpu 562 JIxeHeci ByII.
Bodano H. 1.

II{upo 3anpouryemo Bce YKpaiHCbKe
rpomaassHcTBo micra bodadio i

OKOJIMIb 10 YYacCTH. |
I
N\ig

Jlo TaHLiB mpurpaBaTUMe: "
opKecTpa K

“ BEYIPKA" &

3a06aBa o roa. 9:00 xo 1:00
“Champagne Toast”

Bineru: $30
$25 nas crynenTn o 18p.

Jlo 3amMoBJ1eHHs Oij1eTiB:

I'ansa Typuxk 697-0807
Bacuab Cepenrox  821-0711
Ocun I'pera 604-4798

The Spirit of Saint Nicholas
Liveson in Today’s Youth
Theréligion studentsfrom St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Buffalo, New

York decided to do something special this
Christmas season, by taking a mor e active
rolein their faith. The oldest group of re-
ligion students spend several hoursof their
time making ‘no sew’ fleece blankets for
ailing children at the Women and Children’s
Hospital of Buffalo. They wanted to makea
differencein their community by provided
some much needed comfort and war mth to
children their own age, who were not
healthy enough to leave the hospital for
Christmas. Along with their catechist
teachers, these young and promising adults
within the parish went to visit the hospital
in downtown Buffalo; right after Ridna
Shkola celebrated their ‘Breakfast with St.
Nicholas'. Keepingwith the spirit and tra-
dition of their Parish’s Patron Saint, these
young people donated mor e than a dozen
fleece blankets as Christmas giftsto the
children in the hospital. Pictured aboveare
thereligion students (inside St. Nicholas
Church and outside Women and Children’s
Hospital of Buffalo), holding several of the
blankets they made.

=

Jsaxyemo HalicTapuiiii rpyni aireii 3 pesi-
rii, AKi NPUrOTOBMJIM JAeKHU JIsSl JAiTHI Y
JiyHuLi i 3aBe37M Tam micaa ,,CHigaHKy
3i CBaTum MukoJaem”.



3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

¥ crapiii uepksi B baarumopi 3HaiineHo
HACTYNHMI TeKcT. Xaii BiH Oyae cBoepi-
HUM Joporoska3zoM Ha Hoswuii 2012 pik.

»KPOKYH CIIOKiliHO cepel raMmopy Ta Io-
CIixy — mam’siTai, AIKMA MUP MOXkKe OyTH Y
THIIII.

HackinibKu e MOKJIMBO, He 3PiKalYNCh
cede, 30epiraii 700pi CTOCYHKH 3 JIIOAbMHU.

CnokiiiHo i ICHO MPOroJIOIIYi CBOIO
NpaBay, CIyXaid TAKOXK Te, 0 KAKYTh iH-
i, HABITh KO0 BOHU I'OBOPATH HEe HAATO
PO3YyMHO, — 00 i Y IbOMY € SIKHICh CEHC.

Slxmo nopiBHOBaTUMell cede 3 iHIIM-
MM, MOKelll CTATH ropAuM ado 3HeBipe-
HUM, 00 3aBx1Au OyJu i OyAyTh ripuii i
Kpai Big Tede.

Paniii sik 3i ¢BOiX ycmixiB, Tak i 3 NJIaHIB.

Sxor0 6 ckpoMHOI0 He OyJia TBOS Mpaus,
BHKOHYH Ti caMOBiI1aHOo i 100POCOBICHO.
IToBip: ne cnpaBskKHA WiHHICTH NPOTH MiH-
JUBOI J0JIi.

Byab o0epe:xxHUM y CBOIX NOYMHAHHAX,
00 CBIT Leil CIOBHEHUIT OMAaH.

AuJie Hexail e He 3aCTYNHUTh TO0I crpas-
JKHIX YeCHOT: 0araro Jiwaeil NparHyTh BU-
COKHX ieaJiB, a ;)KUTTH YCH/HU CIOBHEHE
repoiicrna.

Byab co6oro if He onmpaiics MOYyTTSAM.
He O0yap nuumHiyHuM y J11000Bi, 00 cepen
4epCTBOCTI i po34apyBaHb BOHA €1MHA
BiYHa SIK TpaBa.

IIpuiimaii cniokiifHO Bce, 110 HECYTh 3i
€00010 JiiTa, 0€e3 ripKoTH MOJIUIIAN Te, 10
AapyBajia MOJIOAICTD.

3MinHI0N cuiy xyxa, mod y HecnoaiBa-
HOMY HeIIACTI cTajia uIs Tede IHUTOM.

Jluie He BiggaBaii cede Ha moTaxy
BHTBOpaM ysiBU: 6araro-00 crpaxis
NMOPO/KYIOTh HYyAbI'a TA CAMOTHICTb.

Jorpumyiicsi He0OXiITHOI IMCUMILTIHM,
ajie BMiil OyTH Jarignum a0 cebe. [lam'-
sitaii: TMu — auTuHa BeecBiTy i Maem
npaBo OyTH TYT He MeHIle, HizK 30pi i
aepesa. I um 3po3ymino ue To6i, yu Hi —
MOBip, 110 CBIiT Lell € TAKUM, SIKHUM T0-
BHHEH OyTH.

OTto:x, Oyab y mupi 3 borom, mo 0 Tu
He nymaB npo HMoro icHyBauns, yum 6u
He 3aiiMaBcH i AKUMH O He OyJIM TBOI
NMparHeHHsl.

Y BYJHYHOMY raMopi, y MeTYUIHI KUT-
T 30epe:ku CNoKii cBoel nymi. 3 ycima
CBOIMHM NMACTKAMM, BTOMOIO i BTPa4YeHM-
MM MPisiMH 1ie#i CBIT yce K 4y/10BHIl.
Byab yBaskHum i Hamaraiicsi 0yTu mac-
JIUBUM.”

..[logsikyiimo I'ocnonesi 3a Bci napmu,
110 MH IX 0JepsKajii B MUHYJIOMY poui. I
3a IIi, 10 HaM 1oa00aJucs, i 3a i AKUX
MU pajile He XOTiiu 0 oJep:KaTu.

Byau mu maciausi, 310poBi, Bee inmio
SIK CJIi/1 y BiiHOIIeHHi 10 iHmmX - bory
ASIKYBaTH 3a 11e.

MaJsin Mu TpyaHoOLI, HecTa4vi, XBOpi-
JIM, XTOCh 3 YWIEHIB HAIIOI POAMHH, 200
HaLIi NPUATHI ocTpaxnaan. bory ns-
KyBaTH i 32 ue. Bce npomunyJio. Hosi
pajouli NpUiiIyTh ajie TAKOXK i HOBI
TpPyAHoOIi, AKUX 3 ['ocrogoM 3mMmoxkeM0
nogosaaru. Bin Hac ckpiniioe, Bin npo-
BaUTh, Bin Hamu onikyeTbes. [nyun 3a
Hum Mu He Oynemo cnoTukartucs, 60
Bin Ham ocBiTi10€ 10pory...

Ilepen namu 6arato cnpas /10 1MOJIAr0-
JuKeHHs1. bararo € Tux, mo Hac norpeody-
0Thb, i ['ocnoap sikpa3 HAC 10 HUX MOCH-
nae, mo6 nepenatu im Moro 11060B...

Ba:xkaemo Bam, 1100 ueii Pik npunic 0a-
raro pagoctu i macrsa B Xpucri N'ocnoxi!

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

CHRIST ISBORN!
GLORIFY HIM! January 1, 2012

Dear ,
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Happy New Year, my dear one, on this Jan.
1, 2012! It isthefirst day, thefirst Sunday
and your first letter of the New Year. May we
rejoicein the presence and power of our God
all the days of the coming New Y ear!

Even aswe celebrate these days of joy, the
parish family of St. Nicholas church isonce
again saddened by the passing of two more
parishioners. On December 11 Daria Wo-
jtowych reposed and on Dec. 26 Wasyl Arty-
mowycz went to eternity. We send our sym-
pathy to their families and friends and we lift
them up in our prayer aswesing: “Vichnaja
Pamjat! Memory Eternal!”

Itisstill “Merry Christmas’ for us. | sup-
pose today marksthe ending of the“major
celebration” of Christmasand New Year's, as
many people will be heading back towork on
Monday, or Tuesday for sure. | realizethere
were many who didn’t have a long vacation,
but were working the wholetime, even on
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New
Year’'sDay! But for those students, teachers,
vacationers, etc., who enjoyed some time off
wesay, “It’sback toreality, Guys! The
party’sover!” ® or ©

The big days of the cards, presents, visiting,
traveling, special and abundant food and
drink may beover, but in our prayer life and
our spiritual lifeweare only at the beginning
of thisglorious celebration. Thisfestal time of
rejoicing in these special, beautiful and grace-
filled days of Christmas, New Year’sand
Theophany continues until February 2, which
isthe Feast of the Encounter (RC’'ssay Pres-
entation.) | write about the ‘new calendar’
celebration, of course. Those who celebrate

accor ding to the Julian calendar will only be-
gin their special dayson Friday, January 6™
(Christmas Eve) and Saturday, January 7
(Christmas Day).

Our Christmas has been a beautiful time,
seeing it aswe are, through the eyes of Noah,
Emma and Natalia, aswell as hearing about
it over the phone from Jonah and Nathanael.
Thereare still cards coming in the mail and
presents here and thereto be opened. | my-
self, am eagerly waiting Aunt Chris' package
from Pennsylvania and the “ tastes of home.”
She'smy little sister and always adds that
great extension to Christmaswith her special
package of presents, cookiesand yes, I'm
gonna say it again-FRUITCAKE! I'm telin’
ya, she makesthe best stuff, including the
fruitcake, which was Baba's special recipe.
And the kidslove that package with the
thingsthat “ Santa left in Middleport” be-
cause Aunt Chrisisthe best stocking stuffer
in theworld! I know it will arrive one of
these days, and it will makefor another spe-
cial day around here.

One of the highlights of our Christmas day
was dinner at Damian and Chrystyna’s. In-
dividually both are great cooks, but when
they put their headstogether they can really
ticklealot of taste buds! Outstanding asthe
meal was, | really haveto say the best part
came after, at dessert time. We'd been telling
thekidsall month that Christmasisthe
birthday of “Baby Bozhey.” Well, if you've
got a birthday, you’ve got to sing “Happy
Birthday,” right? So we put the candlesin
the pumpkin pie and those little ones sang
their heartsout! They loved singing so much,
they kept askingto singit again. Wedid it
threetimes, and then thought it wastimeto
stop or wewould have been there all night, or
until they went hoarse! © © © Thereisno
doubt in my mind that HE was blessing them
from that manger! | wonder if HE ever had a
birthday pumpkin pie before.




Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus!

I’'m suretherearealot of peoplewho are
just sitting home with their feet up, holding
that glass of egg nog, and enjoying theres-
pite after the hectic time. Here | am think-
ing especially of the Fed Ex and UPS driv-
ers, and our favorite mailman, Russell.
Those guys and girls have been on over -
drive since Thanksgiving. Did you ever look
at their faceswhen they delivered a pack-
age during December, especially late De-
cember? They werereally on adifferent
planet, weren’'t they? You could al-
most hear them mutter asthey
drove away, “ Gotta deliver that
package...gotta get those cardsin
that box...gotta get done before
Christmas! Thanksfor being such
good helpersfor Santa! You made a
lot of people very happy!

Aswe celebrate the start of the
new year of 2012 we can’t help but
meditate on our time here on this
earth and the gift of life that we have. In
one of my stops somewhere | noticed that
traditional Christmas gift, a box of choco-
lates, under thetree. Yep, it made meim-
mediately think of the movie “ Forrest
Gump” and hisfamousline, “Mama always
said, ‘Lifeislike a box of chocolates...you
never know what you’re gonna get.” That
got me thinking...oh, oh, Father Ray think-
ing... this could be danger ous, huh? Did
you ever think that our lifeislikearoll of
garbage bags? © Wehaveoursin the
closet-a big fat roll just sitting there inside
the door. All we havetodoisreachin, grab
one and off we go. We do thisagain and
again, and even when theroll is getting
smaller and smaller, | don’t really pay at-
tention to thefact that it may oneday run
out. But the day comes, sooner or later,

when it finally hasrun out and thereare
no more.

| think welive our liveslikethat, don’t
you? Ther € salways going to be another
day, and another day and another
day....But we know that just like that roll
of plastic gar bage bags sooner or later the
days of our lifewill run out and we will be
called to eternity. So what we need to do
isnever totakethisgreat gift of lifefor
granted. I'll never forget alady | oncevis-
ited on her deathbed. Shewasalert and
able to speak, but very sick, and she
knew it. But shewas watching
Vanna White on the television!
Don’t you think that if you were
closetothat bridgetothe other side
you’d be wanting to do something
else...like pray? She thought she
had a few more bagsin the closet |
guess.

We never know exactly how many
aretherethough.

On thisfirst day of the year we have the
12 months before us. Today isthefirst
day of the year with 364 remaining....52
weeks, 8,760 hours, 525, 600 minutes,

31, 536, 000 seconds. May God grant us
all these days and many happy and
blessed years! “O Lord, our God, who have
placed times and seasons under your own
authority; who in Your infinite compassion
and goodness, have counted us worthy to
enter a New Year of your loving kindness,
blessit and keep usin peace.” (from the
Priest’s Service Book-prayer on thefirst
day of the year).

God blessyou and our holy Lady pro-
tect you! Happy New Year!

With much Christmas|ove,
Father Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is born - let us glorify Him! Perhaps the most
comforting thought we have to bring into today’s New
Year celebration is that Jesus loves us and cares for
us deeply. There is not a person upon this earth for
whom He fails to love. No matter where we live,
regardless of who we are, Christ has a place for each
of us in His Kingdom. As the Angel spoke to Joseph
according to the Gospel of St. Matthew - | pray the
Angel of our Lord, continues to reveal the light of
Christ to each and every one of us. In today's Gospel
reading, the idea of "place" seems important for St.
Matthew. We read of Bethlehem, the place of our
Lord's birth - and Egypt, the place of His refuge. Place
is important to God! The place where we are right now
is important to God, wherever we may be. Whether it
be in our home where we know every neighbor on our
street or perhaps a city where we barely know the
neighborhood. Place is important to God! It may be a
nursing home or even a homeless shelter, far from
what someone might consider "Home". But trust our
Lord lives there and welcomes us with every measure
of the Holy Spirit. For that place, wherever we may be,
is always important to God. May we know in this time
just after Christmas, and among the start of the New
Year, that Jesus was born so that God would not dwell
in some far off Kingdom, not in some distant place,
but rather here - with you and me. Wherever we are,
Jesus longs to be there. This is the Word given to us
in the very first chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, when
an Angel appeared to Joseph in a dream: "Do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife", the Angel said, "For
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit, and
they shall name Him Emmanuel”, which means God is
with us...

Just imagine for a moment, that we are walking
along the road through town and it is a beautiful day.
The future stretches out ahead, the past is there too,
but today we prefer to walk forward: to live "in the
now", and truly see all the good things in the world.
The air is wintry and dry. Fleecy clouds float high in
the bright blue sky, and the sunlight glitters and
shines off the snowy houses and cars that we pass
along the way. People are making snow angels, and
smiling as they ride their sleds down the hill in the
park. They talk and laugh together, as they enjoy the

day off from work. What a beautiful and peaceful
scene it makes! Our hearts are suddenly full of joy as
we remember that it is New Year's Day. A day to start
afresh and to feel overwhelming gratitude for the gift
of life that God has given us. We pass by a man and
his son, a toddler sitting on the lofty wooden fence by
the park, but held safely in his father's arms. His face
is a study in pure joy and wonder, as he looks over the
snowman they have just made together. It is his first
snowman in a brand new world of wonder for every
young child. It is the beginning of a beginning, and
tears gather in our eyes with the power and sweetness
of that simple thought. A man sits on a rock and
gazes into the distance. He looks sad and forlorn, as
the breeze blows by and makes the white snow fall
from the tree next to him, in this lonely scene. We are
reminded of those days in the past when sadness and
hopelessness were our companions. We say a silent
prayer for the man, and profound thanks, to God, for
all that we do have. Then we walk on. A young couple
crouches next to their toboggan that has plunged
deep into the snow. As they look up, we grin and say
"Happy New Year!” They wish us the same. ltis a
simple thing, but for a moment we have become one
with the world and a sudden joyful exhilaration takes
our breath away. An older woman leans on a fence
post, looking into some other time. She does not seem
either happy or sad, but just gazes into the past, or
maybe the future. We wonder what her ageing, but still
lovely eyes have seen, in the time that she has spent
in this world. Where has she been? What amazing
things has she witnessed? A lifetime lays hidden
behind her eyes. A feeling of timeless peace flows
through us and all fear of what the future may bring
drains away. We thank her with our thoughts, and
move onward. As we reach home, we go inside, and
close the door; we say another prayer of thanks to
God for the gift of "now". It has taken a long time to
find it, and although we cannot seem to keep it with
us, all of the time, we know how to open the door
again, when the time is right. We also know that
whatever this New Year will bring, there will be joy,
and enough treasures of "now" to help us through the
hard times that we all must face. We thank God for the
joy of this New Year and we celebrate with our loved
ones this gift of "now".



