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Please Support our Sponsors

1550
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ﬁ ﬂZZﬂ!ﬁ Buffalo, NY 14206

Euro Delicatessen Store (LS R PAR (02

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

Pietszak é}g

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421C

g—\v PHONE 893-1025

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH

UNDER THE PROTEGTION
OF MOTHER OF GOD

A OITKOIO MPEYHGTOI
AIRU MAPIT OAITITPIT
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MNOP’SII0OK CB. JIITYPTIN

Jan. 8: Sunday after Theophany

E 8 Ciuns: Henins nmo Pizasi (fOn.) E

11:00 AM +Mieczyslawa Hanitzky
(Emily Swiatkiwsky)
Mon., January 9 — I[lonenisniok, 9 Ciuns
10:00 AM (SeeJulian)
Tue., January 10 — BiBropox,10 Ciuns
8:15 AM B nam. Opuci Ilepeiima (poauHa)
Wed., January 11 — Cepena, 11 Ciuns
10:00 AM +Iletpo Typuun (Ons 1 ponuHa)
Thu., January 12 — Yer., 12 Ciunsn
9:15AM  Hedth of Joseph Andrew
(22" birthday)
Fri., Jan. 13 — IPsaTauust., 13 Ciuns
9:15 AM +]lomka 1 Muxaiino 3aBaaiBChKi
(pomunHa
Sat., January 14 — Cy6ora, 14 Ciuns
10:00 AM (seeJulian)
4:30 PM  +Wasyl Serediuk (wife Rose)

Jan. 15: Sunday after Theophany E
12:00 AM 3a Ilapoxisn — For Parishioners

Areyou listening " Good Samaritan”
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thanks for donationsd!

* k %

Yu cayxaere Hally pajgio nepeaavy
«Mmuocepaumnii Camap'sitHUH»
Henins, 2 ron. na WJJL 1440 AM?

JIsikyemo 3a noxkepTeu!

Eternal Light burnsfor int. of

Joseph Andrew
Requ. By Family

11:00 p. +Muxaiisio Opoc (apy:KnuHa)

IMonexninaok, 9 Ciunsa — CB. CTenan

10:00 p. +Bosogumup I'opoau (poauna)

Cy6ora, 14 Ciuns — O0Opizans I'.H.LX.

10:00 p. +AnTon Bimka (poauna)

15 Ciunsn: H. Ilep. borosiapjieHusim m:

11:00 p. +5spocaas 3anbkiB (AHHA)

L

L

Biune Csitso B yects IIJIM ropursn
3a +Bosoaumupa I'op6av
IToxkeprBa: JleB Ky3miHncbkuii

Koun nisinyere naty Bamoro BiHYaHHA
YH XpeLleHHs TO NPOCUMO NOTOBOPHUTH 3
Mapoxom, oo noTimM He 0yJ10 HENMOPO3y-
MiHHs. Mo:ke cTaTucs, 10 B 1eiil JeHb
Oy/e HeMOKIyBO Bii0yTH 3alJISIHOBAaHeE.

* * %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

U Row me

Hama ITapoxisasaa [Ipocdopa
Bin0yBaeTbcs HUHI, 8 Ciuns.
IIpocuMo B35iTH y4acThb!
Xpucroc Paxxnaerbcs!

* * %

Please come
for Parish Christmas Dinner -
Today, January 8.
Christ isBorn!

Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

DNIPRO Qéﬂ JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

GIFTS
=~ A 1!.3!. i <
2321 Millersport Hwy

(Getzville Plaza)
Amherst, NY 14068

4166 Union Road
(Airport Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

""I"]-" ) 0
it “The credit union
with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like VEPATHGLKA KATOAHIIEKA IIEPKRA
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna. ((1}1113,;[ ;I;I?IZSIQAIA[I:?‘?H%@FZ[I
e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM. AIBH MAPIT OAII'ITPIT)

Thank you for your help and patr onage.

o C_offee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after EEM=VETN stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us! http://www.stnbuffalo.com

PROSPHORA --- JANUARY 8 http://www.stamfor ddio.or g
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
TOP'SGIFT CARDS: Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908

' 9 Confession: BeforeLiturgies
for our Church <) OPS

- Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
by purchasing _ Baptism: By appointment
Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in Xpeuennsi: 3a JOMOBJIEHHSIM
Topsanyway, why not help. You donotlose \jarriager Contact 6 monthsin advance
or gain an_ythlng b_y doing this, but our Binuanusi: Iosiocutucsi 6 micsiniB ckopiie
g:cukr g&w(l):cl f(i?refsgegr:c?iartl:gy.'lyt\)/ (te;fg eia(\:I/San- Religion classes — PeJiriiiga IIporpama
. Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.

tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or Mini he sick :
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank Inisiry 10 the S - Onika AN XAQDHMA
Family members should call the Rectory

you and God Bless! .
PO}II/IHa IMOBUHHA MMOBIIOMUTH CBAILICHUKA

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station. IN EM ERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pa3i noTpedu 3aB:KIu MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawTtbes Kaprouku 3 Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara- ’ '

ete nepksi. lnst Bac e poouts pisunmi un V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
a0 kanueaspii. JIaxkyemo! Takox MoxkHa
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”

IMO Harry Swiatkiwsky
Olga & Elmer Bertsch - $50.00

IMO Wasyl Artymowycz
Rose Serediuk - $10.00
Gloria Grega Long - $15.00
Elaine Nowadly - $20.00
Iryna Staszkiw - $20.00
Mary Beth Sukmann - $20.00
Andrew & Gretrud Diakun - $20.00
Michael, Michelle Michalow - $25.00

Donations Towards Coffee Hour
(Coffee Hour Benefits - Yearly
Communication Assessment Fee)
Luba Joven

Thank You — Cepaeuyna noasika!

IMPORTANT:

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE

PLEASE RETURN your 2012 Registration
Card found in the beginning of your envelope
box, even if your information has not
changed. We need to have a yearly updated
list of parish parishiones Please alsoinclude
e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers. We
will only use cell phone numberswhen we
need to get in touch with you and cannot
reach you at your home number.Thank you.

We have a parish eemail list so that we can
send parishionersinformation and updates
that need to be sent quickly. If you have an e-
mail addressand are not already on our par-
ish list, please include your e-mail addresson
your 2012 registration card, placeit in the
collection basket or giveit to Father Procyk
or Elaine. If you have changed your e-mail
address recently, please notify the rectory of
the change of address. Thank you to those
who have already notified us of changes.

Sacraments of Confirmation,
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist

Was bestowed upon:

Roman Jude Menclewicz
(Nov 5, 2011) son of Conrad and Natalia
Papisz. May our good & loving Lord
grant His blessings upon Roman J!
&

Breanna Alyssa Irene Repeta
(Dec 17, 2011) dau. of Robert and Jessica
Popadyn. May our good & loving Lord
grant His blessings upon Breanna A.I!

Congratulations! Mnohaya Lital

* % %

Poman Ona MeHwieBuY
Cun Konpana i Haraaku Ilanmixk npuii-
HfIB TAllHU XPelleHHs, MUPONIOMAa3aHHS i
IIpecs. €Bxapucrii S Jlucronana. Xaii
T'ocnmoan 0J1arocJI0BUTL HIACTSAM i 310-
pos'sm! I'paryoemo 6arbkam!

Ta
bpianna Anuca Ipena Penera
Jonbka Pooepra Ixecuxu [Monmagun
NPUITHAJIA TAallHU XPeLeHHs, MUPOIO-
maszanus i [Ipecs. €Bxapucrii 17 I'pyaus.
Xaii I'ocmoab 0J1ar0CJIOBUTH IIACTAM i
3popos'am! I'paryaoemo 6arbkam!

Ha Mmuorasg 1 biraras Jlita!

The Blessings of Homes
Father will attempt to bless as many homes
aspossiblethisyear. If for somereason he
does not make it to your home and you want
your house blessed, or if you would like a cer-
tain time of day, please let Father know.

* % %

IMocTaparocst BigBinaTu 3 6,1arocJI0BeHHAM
aoMiB. SIkio He Oyay y Bac a XoTijiu 0m, ado
€ MPOBJIEMA YACy — MPOCHMO JAaTH 3HATH.
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The Ukrainian American
Y outh Association
of Buffalo, New York
Lesia Ukrainka Branch

is pleased
to announce
their annual

TRADITIONAL
UKRAINIAN
NEW YEAR’'S DANCE
— MALANKA

Which will take place on
Saturday, January 28th, 2012

at the Ukrainian Cultural Center
“DNIPRO” hall located at:
562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, New York

All areinvited to come and
join the celebration!

Music will be
provided by:

“Vechirka”

Music from 9:00 pm to 1:00 am
Champagne Toast

Ticketsare $30.00 and
$25 for studentsto 18 years

For Tickets Please Contact:

Helen Turyk 697-0807
William Serediuk  821-0711
Osyp Grega 604-4798

OCEPEJIOK
CYM
M. JIECI
VYKPAIHKU
B Bodano H. 1.

BrnamroBye

TPAIULINHY
MAJIAHKY

SKa BIIOYIEThCS
B cy0oTy 28-r0 ciunsa 2012 p.
B 3AJIs1X YKpaiHChKOro oMy
“IIainpo” mpu 562 JIxeHeci ByII.
Bodano H. 1.

II{upo 3anpouryemo Bce YKpaiHCbKe
rpomaassHcTBo micra bodadio i
OKOJIHIb 10 YYACTH.
\"// *
Jlo TaHLiB mpurpaBaTUMe: "
opKecTpa K

“BEUYIPKA" &

3a06aBa o roa. 9:00 xo 1:00
“Champagne Toast”

Bineru: $30
$25 nas crynenTn o 18p.

Jlo 3amMoBJ1eHHs Oij1eTiB:

I'ansa Typuxk 697-0807
Bacuab Cepenrox  821-0711
Ocun I'pera 604-4798

3ABABA - Pre Lenten

and

St. Valentine' s Day
DINNER-DANCE

s f Saturday
= February 11, 2012
7:00pm

St. John the Baptist Ukr. Cath. Church
3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore NY 14217

Tel:(716) 873-5011
stiohnmyparish@gmail.com

Parishioners and guests are invited to en-
joy a relaxing evening of musicand friendly
atmosphere to the tunes of the band “Kar-
paty” from Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada.

Xpucmoc Paxgaemvca!

May God's Love bless you
this Christmas season
and always!

Merry Christmas!

+Paal

Tickets: ADULTS $35.00

Children up to 14 yearsold FREE
(with parents)

Homemade Food,
: Coffee,

| cash bar
will be available.

For table and tickets reservations:
call by February 05, 2012

(716) 873-5011
(347) 342-2208

EVERYONE WELCOME

L Eparch of Stamford

»Y IbOMY ¢J10Bi — Xpucroc Paxknaerncs
— € HAKMOT'YTHIllIA 110TiXa, 00 B HBOMY €

1I0Ch, 110 He 3 IbOI0 CBITY, IIOCH i3 Heba,

IIOCH i3 Ti€l paoCTH, SIKa JIOAUHY
MiTHOCUTD 10 KUTTH HAANPHUPOIHOTO:
Bipu, Haxil, 11000Bi. B 1bomy cJ10Bi €
cyTh Hijoi €BaHretii, Tiei 100poi BicTi
Npo cnaciHHg.”

(3 nacmupcovxozo Iocnanuns Mumpononuma

Anopesa Illenmuybvkozo na Ceamuit Beuip, 1944 p.)

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Xpuctoc Paxxpaerbca! Cnasimo Moro!
Christmas Greetingsto all Parishioners
was also sent by:

Most Rev. Stephen Chmilar


mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com

3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"
“Icyce Munuii, mu ne d6azami,
3o10ma oapie ne modxcem oamu,
Ho oap uiniwuii nucim 6io mupa,
ye gipa cepuys, i 110606 wupa.”

3 bo:xoro 1onoMoroxo 10xusu mu 10 Pi3-
ABa Xpucrosoro. KoxHoro poxky npuraay-
emo bo:ky ;11000B 10 Hac, 3ragy€EMo MOMEH-
TH Pi3ABAHOI MicTepii: 30p10, AaHTeJIbCHKI
XOpHU Ha Hebecax, MOKJIH NACTyXiB, MPUXiJ
MYy/ApelniB, fAKi 3 1aJeK0ro cxXoay nNpuHecJn
Xpucrosi noporouinui 1apu. llogapysanu
oMy 30/10TO, IPUHECIH MUPO, 320(ipyBa-
Ju Kaamio. O4eBuaHo 0yJio iM He 3Po3y-
MiJI0, SIK TO Mecisi, 10 Bce MaB OM mocigaTu,
HIYO0r0 He Mae, TOii, 110 BOJIOAI€E yciMa cTae
niaBaaguuM. 3aogipysanau 1apu, NOKJIOHHU-
Jaued i Bigiiimum. 1 3a6panu 3i codoro 1apu
mo iMm Xpucroc nepeaas. Lli 1apu naganexo
0inbIi Bix 30s10Ta i Mupa i kaguaa: Le coo-
Kiii, ue paaicTh, e HaJis, e CBiIOMICTh,
110 OCh BOHM 0aYWJIM JOBI'004iKYBaHOI 0.

A ski 1apu mu npuHocemo ['ocrioesi y
neii Pizapsinnii yac. 30/10Ta HEe MaeMo, aHi
MHPa, aHi 3aNANIHOT0 KA/ANJIa, ajle MAEMO
CBOIO roTOBicTh BinaaTucs Homy Ha coryx-
0y. [lo3Bosutu I'ocnosesi, 06 Bin moc.ry-
skuBest Hamu. Hexaii Hamii pyku cTaHyTh
Oro pykamm, IKUMHU BiH Oy1e poouTH
noopi aina. aiimo go0puii npukiaan, mood
iHIi 0a4a4yu HAC MOIJIM TAKOK IIYKATH 32
XpucToMm i npuHecTH oMy CBOI 1apu. A
Xpucroc HaM yciM nepeaacTs Ti cami aapu,
mo naB myapensiv: CIIOKIN I PATICTH 1
HAIIIO, A HAAIBCE JIIOBOB.

Baxxaemo ycim Bam, macauBux PizaBsanunx
Casr. Hexaii XpucToc HApoAMTHCS Y HALIUX

cepusX Ta il y BiJHOIIEHHIO 10 HAITUX OJIMK-

HiX, 00 y IPOTMBHOMY /1JIsl HAC He Oye MaTH

3Havyenns Moro BinBiuHe HApOX:KeHHs, aHi

JAiBCTBeHe, aHi KO:KHOPiuHe JiTypriuHe.
Xpuctoc Paxaaerses! Caasimo Horo!

Christmasisthe birth of our forgive-
ness, the first moment of our redemption,
and the Eternal offering of God's L ove.

"For God so loved theworld, that He
gave hisonly beloved Son!” L ove cannot
look with indifference on the hungry and
the sick. Love cannot turn a blind eyeto
thelost and lonely. Love must give, as
God has given us salvation through the
offering of His Son. ThisDivine gift was
freely given, lovingly given, graciously
given to all of us, aseverlasting lifeis
brought to usthrough thisbirth of our
Savior!

Christ shared our human natur e that
we may receive His Divine nature. All
things become new for us. We have new
goals, new ideas, new direction, and
renewed hope. Christmasisindeed atime
of rgoicing. Rgoicingin the Grace of
God, rejoicing in therelease of forgive-
ness, rejoicing in a new life with a new
mission!

During thismost blessed season... let us
embrace our Lord'sLovewith one
another, and open our heartsto His
Word! For the greatest gift we can offer
Jesuson theday of Hisbirth... istolove
one another, asour Heavenly Father so
loves us!

God isnot awaiting usin some distant
place. Heisready and waiting to pass
into the very center of our heart'sdesire
for Him... to minister the blessing of His
own life, Hisown character, and Hisown
being..!

Emmanuel... God iswith us! Let us
allow the birth of Christ our Savior, to
captivate our heart and embrace our
Spirit with Joy!

May God's peace and love be with you
always! Merry Christmas!

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko mas spirit. Our decorationsare till lit, we

CHRIST ISBORN!
GLORIFY HIM!
CHRIST ISBAPTIZED! IN THE JORDAN!

Dear ,
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

“BRRR” and “WOW!” A little while ago
| was outside walking in the winter night,
and those ar e the two thoughtsthat jumped
right into my brain. Tonight, Tuesday
January 3, we arereceiving the coldest
temperatures so far thiswinter season. A
few inches of snow hasfallen, nothing like
the forecaster s predicted, but they were
‘right on the money’ with the call for freez-
ing temps, asit’sabout 3 degreesout there.
TheArctic Clipper iszipping by and it is
also very windy. So it wasa “BRRR” kind
of walk.

However, it isso crystal clear | thought
therefor amoment | must be on a moun-
tain in Pennsylvania. Thewinter sky is
dancing with zillions and zillions of stars,
all highlighted by the bright moon, which
will soon grow to “full.” Soitisa“WOW”
kind of night! If the earth issoincredibly
beautiful, how arewe ever going to stand it
in heaven??!!!

Asyou may have noticed with my greet-
ing above, we arein full celebration of both
the Julian and Gregorian calendars. This
Friday (Christmas Eve) and Saturday
(Christmas Day) throughout all theworld
our peoplewill, once again, be hearing that
“glorious song of old — Boh predvichny
narodivsia..God-eternal isborn!” Merry
Christmas, to family, friends and to all who
celebrate the “ old calendar.”

Itisreally easy tojoin in the celebration
because we, who had Christmas on Decem-
ber 25,th are still very much in the Christ-

January 8, 2012

ar e enjoying the wonder ful foods, and the
carolscontinueto ring out. Thisweekend,
though, we will be celebrating that other
important, beautiful and grace-filled time
of the Theophany. Thisgreat holy day ac-
tually fitsright in with the celebration of
the Nativity for we now see “the Little Babe
of Bethlehem being revealed asour “Z
Nami Boh-God with us!” Blessed isHe
Who comesin the name of the Lord, God
the Lord hasrevealed Himself to us! What
a gift we havein thetreasure of our holy
days!

Let’shopefor niceweather for this
month of January. Your priests now have
one of the busiest, if not the busiest, months
of the entire year beforethem. Not only are
the Fathers celebrating the services of these
beautiful feasts, having the “ Parish Pros-
phoras,” (parish Christmasdinner) and do-
ing theregular day to day ministry, but
they will also be making the annual visitsto
(all ?) homeswith the newly blessed Jordan
Holy Water. | hope everyone will invite Fa-
ther to their homefor thisbeautiful custom
of bringing the blessing and pr esence of
our dear Lord to each and every house,
and to all dwelling there.

Sad to say, thistradition of house bless-
ing isanother of our customsthat isfalling
by the wayside. In the old daysit was ex-
pected that the priest would try to visit
every house during thistime of Theophany.
It wasreal easy in the village when Father
walked out of the Church after the service
and would visit most everyone on the same
day. It is, admittedly, a bit mor e difficult
these days, but it isstill no problem for
him. These days, a number of our parishes
have formsfor the parishionersto fill out
asking whether or not you even want this



blessing. Everyone should know that Father
isnever too busy. Many things| do make
me feel likea priest, and for sure thisoc-
curswhen | am called to bless! | hope eve-
ryone will seethe beauty and good in this
special blessing.

Speaking of the Parish Prosphoras/
Christmas Dinners, most of our parishes
will be having thisannual get together over
the next few weeks. If your parish hasone, |
hope you will bethereto sharein thejoy,
fellowship and good food of this beautiful
time when all theworld celebrates the com-
ing of our God among us! L ocally, we hope
to beat St. Nicholasthis coming Sunday,
January 8totakepart in theirs. It isso
good when the parish isableto havethis
traditional dinner because that too, isone of
the customsthat isslipping away from our
yearly celebrations. In our
modern life-style we have
many reasonswhy we can’t
have the traditional meal in
our homessoitissovery
important, and such a good
endeavor, to have our par-
ishes present this special and
meaningful meal.

Even if you had your own
meal with all the traditional
foods, | hope you will make
the effort to attend your par- | f4\
ish prosphora.

Did you ever noticethe
icon of our Lord’s Nativity? B :
Right in the very center |sthef|gure of the
New-born Christ Child wrapped in swad-
dling clotheswith a black cave behind Him.
Thisisto remind us of how Hewould one
day look when He was wr apped in the bur-
ial clothesand laid in the dark tomb. His
birth and death are never separated.

Even aswe celebrate Christmas, we be-
gin to preparefor Pascha. On January 22
we will have Zaccheus Sunday, followed
by the preparatory Sundaysfor the Great
Fast, which beginsthisyear on Feb. 19
(n.s.) with Pascha occurring on April 8.
Old calendar isoneweek apart thisyear
so the Fast beginson Feb. 26, making
Pascha the 15 of April.

Herel go again...winter hasn't really
hit usand I’m thinking about spring al-
ready. Know what little Bart Simpson
says, “Wasn't mel Wasn’t me!” Nope, it
was the Michigan Bulb Co. | already re-
ceived their catalogue! And everythingin
it ishalf price! Therel am, snuggled up
on the couch under a blanket, with a cup
of tea, piece of fruitcake ©, and my new

_ catalogue. And that little book does create

visions of spring and sum-
mer dancingin my head.
Doesn’t get much better
than that.

| hope you have your lit-
tle piece of heaven on this
earth... | also hope and
pray that you had a beauti-
ful, happy and special
Christmas, and that your
life and your family isover-
flowing with all the good
thingsthistime brings.
May our good God bless
you and yourswith His
Peace! May our Holy
Mother the Theotokos protect you be-
neath her veil.

Merry Christmasand
Happy New Year!

With much Christmas|ove,
Father Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Two days ago, we celebrated a day that is called
by many names: the Baptism of our Lord, Theo-
phany, and it is also called the lllumining - the visi-
ble manifestation of God and of the Holy Trinity.
Theophany is the appearance of God, where indeed
the Holy Trinity manifested itself, after Our Lord's
baptism in the river Jordan. Why would we call it II-
lumining? It is because through baptism we are in-
deed illuminated, and our Church at one point in his-
tory was lit up with a great number of candles, sym-
bolizing the light of the knowledge of the true God.
“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light” (Matthew 4:16). God had a plan for mankind.
It was for us to grow in knowledge and in wisdom,
according to how we could bear it, in purity, without
any knowledge of evil at all. But mankind did not
choose that plan. So God, in His wisdom knowing
this, sent His only-begotten Son. "And Jesus, when
He was baptized went up straightway out of the wa-
ters and lo! The Heavens were opened unto Him,
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and lighting upon Him. And a voice from Heaven
saying, "This is my beloved Son in whom | am well-
pleased.” John the Baptist was in the water trem-
bling, as a man before God. And God comes out of
the water, and the Holy Spirit descends upon His
shoulder, Jesus' shoulder, so as not to confuse the
two. And the Heavens are made open to us through
baptism.

It is through the mystery of the Theophany of our
Lord, the self-revelation of God at the Baptism of
Jesus Christ in the river Jordan that Jesus revealed
Himself as the Messiah and Savior. Jesus came to
the waters of the river Jordan; He stood before John
the Baptist, and the Son of God bowed His pure
head to the Forerunner, and being baptized, saved
mankind, since He is the Lover of Mankind. “Behold
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world” (John 1:29). This feast of the Baptism of our
Lord places before our eyes one of the greatest and
profound truths of our holy faith — the mystery of the
Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of our Lord, the most
Holy Trinity was clearly revealed and bore witness
to the divinity of Christ. On the Holy Day of
Theophany, we have an amazing thing before us.

He who created the waters submits to being bap-
tized in them. He who created the Heavens and the
earth and saw that it was good, He Himself submits
to cleansing in waters. He who regenerates our
flesh, who is the Regenerator, He descends in the
flesh into regenerating waters. And Christ does this
to show us how necessary it is to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit and cleaned by the waters of grace.

Our Christian life in the flesh is to try to acquire
the virtues, to acquire the knowledge and grace, to
acquire the Holy Spirit, as many have done before
us by fasting, by diligence, by care, by prayers, by
repentance, by devotion to God, by the whole Chris-
tian life. The light that comes with the appearance
of Jesus, the Messiah, is also the light of the Gos-
pel, the word of the Lord, the message of the com-
ing of God's Kingdom to God's people. St.
Augustine wrote in his sermon: “We celebrate the
mystery of the epiphany on earth. God, by means
of a star in the Heavens, heralded His nativity; and
by baptism in the Jordan, He sanctified water for
the renewal of mankind.” The Church blesses wa-
ter. This is called the great blessing, and in it we
read amazing passages from the Old Testament
about water and its sanctifying qualities. And then
we take this water and use it to sanctify our homes,
our souls, and one another. We talk about how our
Lord cleanses the water, casting out demons from
it, and making it pure and wholesome. It is good -
to anoint ourselves and one another with, good to
bless and sanctify everything. And we indeed bless
and sanctify water because our Lord blessed and
sanctified water.

The Feast of the Theophany of our Lord is among
the most ancient and greatest feasts of the Ecclesi-
astical Year. There is responsibility placed upon all
of us, because of the grace we have been given -
because of our baptism, because of the All-Holy
mysteries. St. John the Baptist further reminded
those that while he baptizes with water, the One has
come, the Messiah, who will baptize us with the
Holy Spirit. Everything that we do is sacred, and it
makes us responsible for living according to how
we have promised to live. The good news is that we
are able to do this, through the example and grace
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.



