Bnaawka Mocud (Minsin), €nvckon-nomiuHmK
KniBcbKol apxuenapxii, pozgymye npo CBATMI Bevip
AIK KynbMiHauito nigrotysaHHa go PizgBa XpuctoBsoro

M

KPATHGEKA KATOAHIILK
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGHL.L.- PKB BATOIO MHUKOAAA

- CesATuM Bevip y Tpaauuii Llepkeu - ue 3ycTpiy TaemH140 HapomkeHoro bora B Pi3aBsiHy Hiy

- CesATa Beyeps - e abCONOTHUM i cTporui nict. CTporuii nicT 3sepTae yBary Ha CKpOMHY
NOACBKY NOCTaBY i XepTBY, AK BAAYHICTL TOMY, XTO Ma€ npunTn Ao Hac y Pisasi.

- Ha CesTin Beyepi Hemae micusa gna ankoronto. Ankoronb Bigdupae NOANHI BONIO | NOBHY
CBifOMICTb, a TYT ifeTbcA Npo Te, WOO NAMHA CBigOMo cBATKyBana Pizaso Xpucrose.

- Y Hac B poauHi CBATUM BeYip po3noynHaBcs 3paHKy 6 ciuHa. Mama 3aknvkana fo cnokoto,
A0 TULWIi, 4O MUPY, CaMa PO3MOBNANA Manxke nowwenku. Y xaTi He 6YNo YyTH roNocHUX ChiB,
cBapok. Lie bnaxeHHe o4ikyBaHHA HEMOB 3aBOPOXYBano.

- Mpocdopa Ha Ceariii Bevepi - Le cumBon bora. o mu ginumocsa Borom sik xniGom
HacywHuM. XTO fIK BMi€: XTO CIIOBOM, XTO JOCBIAOM BNIACHOrO XPUCTUAHCHLKOIO XUTTH, XTO
MOJIUTBOHO.

- CumBon gineHHs npoccopoto AyxKe BaXNUBMWIA AN POAUHU: W06 BOHA MOrna He TiNbKu
wocb 6pat, a 1 gaBaty Bif cebe.

- IcHye HeGe3neka, Wo roHWTBa 3a TPaAMLIEH MOXe BifBONIKTM Hawy yBary Bif rofoBHOrO -
Big Pi3nBa, Big bora, Big AyX0BHOro Havyana 4u gyxXoBHMX nigBanuH. Tpeba po3ymitu, Wwo
Tpaguuii - e CMMBORI3M.

- Wo6 y xonobi Haworo cepusa Hapoaueca XpucTtoc, Tpeba BUNTK 3 XaTu, Tpeba UTH Ao
cBoro BnacHoro Buchneema. Tpeba BigkpuTh gBepi cBoro cepus, Wobu Tam XToCb
NPUALLOB, YTV FOTOBUM NPUNHATU KOFOCb A0 CBOFO AOMY, NPOAEMOHCTPYBaTH CBOHO
pagicTb, WO XTOCb NPUMLIOB HaM KonaayBaTH.

- Ham Gpakye cboroaHi TpagmuinHoi konaamn — BCEOXOMNHOI, 3aranbHoi, rnobansHoi. Lie mae
OyTu 3aranbHOHapoAHa paaicTb, yCbOro Micta, ycboro cena. Cam npasHuk PizgBa mae
noyaTUCA NOTYXHOK npocnasoto [ocnoga, AKUM NPUIALLOB B TiNi A0 Hac.

- Hawi konsipgkm - ue He TiNnbKU MenoAinHI pagicHi kynnetu, ue rnuboke 6orocnos’s.
Konagyumo i ginimoca pagicTio, fikwo bor ansa Hac XuBuM.

- Axwo noguHa mae B cepui bora, To Ha Pi3gBo, HaBiTb 06a6i4 okoniB, BoHa 3ragae bora.
Ane akwo bora B cepui Hemae, To Pi3aBo cTaHe NpoCcTo YeproBUM AHeM, Wwob yousatw,
noAibHo sk e pobus Ipoa.

- «Becene PizagBo» camo He npuinge. Lito pagictb Tpeba cTBOpUTK. | AKIWLO BOHA HYpPTYE B
MOEMY cepLii, y MOEMY €CTBI, ii MOXXHa BUNYCTUTU Ha30BHi. | Togi pagicTb noaBO€EHa cTae
pagicTio 6araTbox.

NenaptameHT iHdhopmauii YKL
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Christ Is Born! Glorify Him! * Xpuctoc Paxaaetbca! Cnasimo!
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJ1as
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM +Olga Jagodzinski
(Dusanivsky Family)

8 Ciuns: H. no Pizgsi, Cobop Boropoauui

Jan. 8: S. after Theophany-H. no borosgn.

10:00 AM 3a lMapoxisiH - For Parishioners

14 Ciyns: O6pisaHHs, CB. Bacunin, H.Pik

12:00 PM +Halyna Stasiuk (Anna Kurlak & Family) 10:00 AM 3a Mapoxisit — For Parishioners

Monday, January 9 Ciuns, MoHeginok
9:00 AM +flpocnasa lNeTpiBcbKa
(Bacununa OcrTaluyk)
Tuesday, January 10 Ciuns, BiBTOpok
9:00 AM Intention of Ann Ettipio.)
Wednesday, January 11 Ciunsa, Cepena
10:00 AM +[eTpo, HOnis, IBaH TypumH
(Ona TypumH)
Thursday, January 12 Ciunsa, YeTBep
9:00 AM +Leon Kuzmynskyj (Roman) - 40 d.
Friday, January 13 Ciuns, M’'aTH1uA
9:00 AM +Joseph & Marusia Procyk (S.R.N)
Saturday, January 14 Ciuns, Cyb6ota
9:30 AM see Julian
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

15 Ciunsi: H. nepepn borosBneHHaM

Jan. 15: 35 S. no 3icnaHHi

12:00 PM +Peter Maxim (Virginia Melisz Klein)

Eternal Light burns for
+Mieczeslawa Hanicki
Requ. by Swiatkiwsky Family

BiyHe Csitno B yectb M.4.M.
roputb 3a +Mapycto lMpouuk
MoxepTBa: poauHa

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTbca! Cnasimo!

10:00 AM 3a lMapoxisiH - For Parishioners

Muoras Jlita!
Many Happy Years!

Birthday wishes for January
to the following:

Ann Borowiec 1, Valerie Nesteruk 1,
Zenon Derhak 1, Stephen Hanitz 2,
Ihor Moroz 3, Iryna Pron 4,
Gregory Swiatkiwsky 6,

Maria Malaniak 8, Fred Marc 9,
Chrystyna Brown 9,

Fr. Robert Moreno 10,
Maria Petryshyn 11,
Stephanie Berghold 12,
Jaroslawa Derhak 14,
Andrew Diakun 17, Stephen Procyk 17,

Laryssa Petryshyn 18, Andrew Tschip 22,

Anna Pastuch 24, Julia Blenonohy 28,

Irene Konowka 28, Michael Pastuch 30,

OUR CHILDREN
Michael Stasiuk 6, Renata Mazepa 22,
Bohdan Nazaruk 24

Ukrainian Treasures & More

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

lp-gdt=iies Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm

Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ukrainian Eggs, {Jeweﬁ'y & Em 61’01'&?1

photos on facebook.com Jahawryiuk@gmall com

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
e Business card - $100 for a year.
(716) 578-\gi8“5

S BisHecoBa KapTouka

IC \\\\ \\[)\.\

FAX (719 260125 $100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u Bo poKYy.

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
oy
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CeppaeyHa nopska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkrAINIAN M. YKPATHCDKA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OENEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For All of Your Ol Id Fav .
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer o Kefir/Butter » Condiments * Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd. e gty 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (i Af;purt Plaza) m \Eﬁ’fg Ambherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 = ) 688-1495

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CeppaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

PLEASE NOTE: - YBAT'A! YBATI'A! OUR CHURCH KITCHEN

will be reopening January 13.
Thank you, kitchen ladies, for coming on
Friday mornings to prepare varenyky for

the church kitchen during past year.
Your help week after week is greatly
appreciated.

We need help in this year also to
continue helping our Parish.
Thank you in advance and may
the Lord bless you a hundredfold.

Donations Toward Coffee Hour

(To pay our Yearly Communication
Assessment Fee)

Procyk Family

Reminder: Religion Classes resume
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 9:00AM.

HaBuaHHs Penirii — 14 Ciynsi 0 9 p.

— Annual Parish Prosphora, Sunday,
January 22, 2017 after 10:00 Liturgy.
No Noon Liturgy that day. Baked
Goods would be greatly appreciated.

Hawa MapoxisnbHa Mpocdopa Bigody-
aetbea 22 Civna. Ogna Jlitypris o 10
roa. lMpocumo npuxecty Meunso.

Children’s Liturgy, Sunday, January 29,
2017 at 10:00AM. All children are
encouraged. Refreshments for the
children will follow the Liturgy.

Cs. Jlitypris ans 3 yyactio agitun 6yne
29 Ciyns 0 10 ropa. lMepekycka no
NMityprii. Mpocumo B3ATH yYacTb!

The cost for food for each Sunday is
about $50.00 Your donations are gladly
accepted. We use them to buy supplies,

entire weekly profit is used toward the
yearly Communication Fee of $3600.00.

Thank you for your help.
Elaine

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be
February 26. Please attend.

Haui Piyni 3aranbH 360pu 6yayThb 26
IMoToro no Ca. Jlityprii.

EASTER this year is April 16, 2017.
It will be good to celebrate together:
Gregorian & Julian Calendars.

BenukaeHb uboro poky oyae 16 KeiTHs,
2017. byne rapHo CBATKyBaTW pa3oM
SIK 0Ha napoxis.

Our Easter Dinner - week after Easter,
April 23, 2017. Baked Goods, as usual,
would be greatly appreciated.

CesiueHHe uepkeu CB. Mukonas
Biabypetbea 23 Keitha, 2017.

May 14 - Mother’s Day Breakfast
CHig. 3 Harogu [IHa Marepi -14 TpaBHs.

Blessing of the houses - aft. Theophany! BnarocnoBeHHsa oMiB — no BorosBneHHi



http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

The Ukrainian American Youth
Association of Buffalo, New
York Lesia Ukrainka Branch
is pleased to announce their

annual Ukrainian

New Year’s

MALANKA
Saturday, January 14th, 2017 9:00 pm

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”
562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204

[nacToBa cBiveyka
BifOyBaeTbCA
cborofHi, 8 ciuna 2017 p.
3apa3 no Cnyx0i boxin.

Bci 3anpolwuei.
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May 21, 2017 - Solemn Holy Communion

TopxectBeHHe CB. Mpuyactra 6yge y
Heainw, 21 TpasHa o 10 roa,. Mis Ha niB.
Come one come all to a night of great music,

June 18, 2017 - Father’s Day Picnic dancing, food & friends!!

MikHik 3 Harogn [IHA BaTbka — 18 YepBHA MUSIC provided by “Pawuk Bros” of Rochester
Zabava, All Night Buffet, & Champagne toast

Tickets sales starting on December 1st, 2016
$40 per person adults / $75 per couple
Students (ages 13-20) $30

For More Information, Questions, Tickets &
Reservations Please Contact:

Manya Chwesik (716) 435-7391

Pekonekuii/Micii 6yayTb nigyac Benu- Renia Papisz (716) 725-8328
Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051

KOro nocTy, ane e He 3HaEMO KOJIN.
We can also be reached on Facebook

MR UG L T TTET The Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior
LN 1D (D17 DT TELD is a Smoke-Free Environment
Lissabon- Santarem -Fatima -Braga-Santiago de . .
Compostella-Gijon-Loyola-Lourdes-Monserrat-Barcelona 1 he New York State Liquor Control Authority
Strictly Prohibits

24 APRIL - 04 MAY 2017 (10 nights) i
Accompanied by Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM. Any Ou t-I:i]: eBAt:zg;\no%i::nBo:v erages
Exclusive price - $ 2.345 (Shengen visa is not
included. To be processed separately). Flight from - ManaHka CYM &
New York. Reservations are due 25 Jan 2017. Deposit 14 Ci 2017
of $ 750 (non-refundable) is required to book a seat. The I‘-!!-Iﬂ, o
number of seats is limited. Full payment is needed by YKpaIHCbKMVI
Feb. 10th, 2017. Make checks payable to Holy Family KyanypHMﬁ
Oim «[AHinpo».
Mpocumo B3ATH yyacTb!

August 6 - Annual Church Picnic
Haw LlepkoBHu# MMikHik — 6 CepnHs

There will be a Lenten mission during
the Lent, but we do not have a
missionary yet.

Church (memo - Marian Pilgrimage). Send a photocopy
of the first page of your passport to:

olvianpopovici@yahoo.com

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you!

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGLKA KATOAHIILKA

HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWE L NERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www_stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by Omggs

purchasing Top’s
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTY CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!
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St. John the Baptist U. C. C.
3275 ElImwood Ave., Kenmore

Parish Christmas-Theophany Dinner
Preparations are on the way to have our Parish
Christmas-Theophany Dinner which will take
place on Sunday, January 15th, 2017, starting
at 12:00 PM in St. John’s Church Hall. Please
mark your calendars and join us for this festive
and happy event. Donation $10:00
All parishioners and guests are welcome.

Please pick up your church envelopes.
The cost per box is $6.00. If you did not receive
a box of envelopes and would like to use the
envelopes during the upcoming year, please
notify the Parish Office, (Father Marijan or
Elaine).

Mpocumo B3ATU LEPKOBHI KOBEpTU. AKLWO He
MoOXeTe X 3HaWTH, NoBiAoMITb. [iakyemo!

Thank You all for your prayers, Christmas
cards and gifts you sent. May the newly
born Christ reward you with his many
choicest blessings!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

CepaeyHa nopask ycim 3a Bawi monutem,
kapTouku i nogapyHku. Xan locnogb
OnarocnoBuTb gapamm, ki Hanbinbw Bam
npupapytbcs! Xpucrtoc Paxpaetsca!

Buffalo Vertep can visit you.

Dates available for home visits:
January 8th, Sunday 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
January 15th, Sunday 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

We will also perform and sing carols:
January 15th around 11:45 am at Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Hall,

200 Como Park Blvd. Cheektowaga, NY
for Christmas Caroling Luncheon

Proceeds will go toward shipping costs of
medical equipment to Ukrainian hospitals
call Yurij H at 716-238-1731
or 716-847-1281 to arrange a Vertep visit

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Xpucrtoc Poauscs! Cnasite WUoro

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Two days ago, we celebrated a day that is called
by many names: The Baptism of our Lord,
Theophany, Epiphany, and it is also called the
lllumining - the visible manifestation of God and of
the Holy Trinity. Theophany is the appearance of
God, where indeed the Holy Trinity manifested itself,
after Our Lord's baptism in the river Jordan. Why
would we call it lllumining? It ,
is because through baptism
we are indeed illuminated,
and our Church at one point in
history was lit up with a great
number of candles, symboliz-
ing the light of the knowledge
of the true God. “The people
who sat in darkness have
seen a great light” (Matthew
4:16). Not only does our
Church associate herself with
the joy of the angels who were
present at the baptism of
Christ, but the Church also
invites each of us to draw
nearer to the Jordan River,
and tells us what it is that we
will receive there: “Let us the
faithful prepare with just
praise for the baptism of our
Lord. Behold, He has put on
our flesh and asks for the baptism of salvatlon LX)
that He might regenerate all those who, in purity,
have been illuminated by faith; all those who share
in His Spirit.”

God had a plan for mankind. It was for us to grow
in knowledge and in wisdom, according to how we
could bear it, in purity, without any knowledge of evil
at all. But mankind did not choose that plan. So,
God, in His wisdom knowing this, sent His only-
begotten Son. "And Jesus, when He was baptized
went up straightway out of the waters and lo! The
Heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting

upon Him. And a voice from Heaven saying, "This is
my beloved Son in whom | am well-pleased." John
the Baptist was in the water trembling, as a man
before God. Jesus comes out of the water, and the
Holy Spirit descends upon His shoulder, Jesus'
shoulder, so as not to confuse the two. And the
Heavens are made open to us through baptism. The
Gospel brlngs us this austere figure of John,
@ preparing the way, crying in
the wilderness, preaching
| the baptism of repentance,
announcing that another
who will come after him will
} baptize us not with water, but
| with the Holy Spirit. In the
Epistle, St. Paul urges his
disciple Timothy to watch
vigilantly, to endure afflict-
ions, and to do the work of
the evangelist, making “full
proof of his ministry”, which
is also the call that the
Church addresses to John
the Baptist, to accomplish
the chief act of his ministry,
which is to baptize Jesus and
to proclaim to the world:
“Behold, the Lamb of God’.
| Itis through the mystery of
the Theophany of our Lord,
the self-revelation of God at the Baptism of Jesus in
the river Jordan that Christ revealed Himself as the
Messiah and Savior. Jesus came to the waters of the
river Jordan; He stood before John the Baptist, and
the Son of God bowed His pure head to the
Forerunner, and being baptized, saved mankind,
since He is the Lover of Mankind. This feast of the
Baptism of our Lord places before our eyes one of
the greatest and profound truths of our holy faith -
the mystery of the Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of our
Lord, the most Holy Trinity was clearly revealed and
bore witness to the divinity of Christ. On the Holy
Day of Theophany, we have an amazing thing before



us. He who created the waters submits to being
baptized in them. He who created the Heavens and
the earth and saw that it was good, He Himself
submits to cleansing in waters. He who regenerates
our flesh, who is the Regenerator, He descends in
the flesh into regenerating waters. And Christ does
this to show us how necessary it is to be baptized in
the Holy Spirit and cleaned by the waters of grace.
To know Christ, we must be like Him.

Our Christian life in the flesh is to try to acquire
the virtues, to acquire the knowledge and grace, to
acquire the Holy Spirit, as many have done before us
by fasting, by diligence and prayer, by repentance
and devotion to God, by the whole Christian life. The
light that comes with the appearance of Jesus, the
Messiah, is also the light of the Gospel, the word of
the Lord, the message of the coming of God's
Kingdom to God's people. St. Augustine in his
sermon on Theophany said: “Today we celebrate the
mystery of the Epiphany on earth. Today God, by
means of a star in the heavens, heralded his Nativity;
and by baptism in the river Jordan, he sanctified
water for the renewal of mankind; at a wedding in
Cana of Galilee, he changed water into wine; and
with five loaves of bread fed five thousand people.”
The Church blesses water. This is called the great
blessing, and in it we read amazing passages from
the Old Testament about water and its sanctifying
qualities. And then we take this water and use it to
sanctify our homes, our souls, and one another. We
talk about how our Lord cleanses the water, casting
out demons from it, and making it pure and
wholesome. It is good - to anoint ourselves and one
another with, good to bless and sanctify everything
just as our Lord blessed and sanctified water.

Our Slavonic Prologue on the 6th day of January
contains a profound sermon on the Baptism of
Christ by St. Proclus, Patriarch of Constantinople.
He puts into the mouth of John the Baptist, the
following words expressing the faith of the Holy
Church in the divinity of Christ: “How dare | stretch
forth my hand and place it on the head of Him who
sustains all things? How dare | touch Him before

whom the choirs of angels’ tremble? How dare |
approach the unapproachable, one before whom the
cherubim and seraphim sing? How can | baptize the
Creator of nature? How dare | baptize Him to whom
the Pure Virgin Mary gave birth and after giving birth
remained a Virgin? | can only say that You, O Lord,
are Master, | the servant. You are the Creator and |
the created. You are the Sun, and | the star. You are
the Shepherd and I the sheep. You are the King and
| am the soldier. You are the Light and | am the
candlestick. | am a mortal and you are Immortal.
And John, touching the
purest head of our Lord,
baptized one of the Holy
Trinity, immediately saw
Heaven open, and the
Holy Spirit descend in
the form of a dove. The
Father uttered the clear
testimony to His Son, the
Spirit descended from
Heaven in the likeness of
a dove, and the Son
bowed His pure head to |
the Forerunner, and .
being baptized, saved manklnd smce He is the
Lover of Mankind.”

The Feast of the Theophany of our Lord is among
the most ancient and greatest feasts of the
Ecclesiastical Year. There is responsibility placed
upon all of us, because of the grace we have been
given - because of our baptism, because of the
Divine Trinity. Everything that we do is sacred, and
it makes us responsible for living according to how
we have promised to live. The good news is that we
can do this, through the example and grace of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. God revealed Himself, and
continues to reveal Himself to us, as we are able to
understand Him. As we become purer, He reveals
more of His purity to us, and we ascend in our faith
and knowledge of the Almighty. That is the meaning
of Theophany. That is the meaning of the
illumination and baptism, the manifestation of the

Trinity in each of our lives for all Eternity.
Theophany awakens in us the desire to follow in the
ways of Christ, according to His teachings and by
His example.

‘I am only one, but still | am one. | cannot do
everything, but still | can do something. Because |
cannot do everything, | will not refuse to do
something | can do’. | am a child of God, a vision of
His creativity in the universe. It is the Lord who
works His miracles through me. | am a member of
God’s Church, an active participant of my faith. |
contribute to the glory of
the Kingdom of God
here on earth. By
<y spreading the Word of

. the Lord in the hearts of
all those | meet. | am
master of my destiny,
but | still need the Divine
Master to direct me. |
"N cannot do great things

~~ alone, but | can do small
things with great love. |
am never alone, | trust
» « % completely in the Lord
who walks beslde me. Therefore, | refuse to neglect
the lonely or disheartened. | am a defender of God’s
truth, an instrument of His peace. | will not refuse to
pardon or forgive those who hurt me. Because the
Lord who was forsaken, has never abandoned me. |
will become a friend to everyone, much like the Lord
is my Divine Friend. | will visit the sick, comfort the
lonely, and shelter the homeless. | am a beacon of
light, a harbor of safety, since the Lord is my Divine
Light. Darkness will not overshadow me, evil will not
overtake me. | will live as a child of God, a symbol of
His unconditional love. | will not walk away from
those in need, but | will choose to need the Lord. It
is true, | am only one, but still | am one. | choose to
make a difference today and every day. Because of
the One Solitary Life who lives in me. The One in
whom we are saved.
Christ is born - Let us glorify Him!

Bin Hac 3anexuTb — BNyCTUTH Icyca XpMCTa ao
cebe abo 3aumHuTU Nnepen Hum gBepi. e Bora
NPUIMaloTb — yce 0XMBAE i BiGHOBNIOETLCA. XTO
BiOKpuUBae I7Iomy CBOE cepLe, OTPUMYE Hagito,
HOBMWIA CEHC BMacHOro iCHyBaHHA CbOroAHi i B
MainbyTHboMmy. | HaBnaku, ae Woro BuKMAaloThL Ym
He NyCcKalTb — yce 3aBMUPAE, NiAAAETLCA TNIHHIO,
3aHenapoBi 1 kopynuii. Tam noauHa nepedysac nig
BNagol cMepTi, nig BNNMBOM (hanblUMBUX OOXKIB,
HacunbCTBa i GpexHi Ta, BpewwTi, BTpayae CeHe
BMACcHOrO XUTTA, Hadilo Ha 3aBTpa, 60 Bce BMUpAE
Ha ii o4ax BXe CbOrogHi.

Mpo ue moBuThLCA y PizaBaHOMy nocnaHHi OTus i
naewm Ykpaincbkoi 'peko-KaTtonuubkoi Liepksu
BnaxeHHiworo CBsATocnaBa Ao apxMenucKonis.,
MUTPONONUTIB, ENUCKONIB, AYXOBEHCTRA,
MOHalLecTBa, bpariB i cecTep B YKpaiHi Ta Ha
NoceneHHsX Y CBiTi.

MpeacTonTenb nepekoHye, Wo BeeBuLLHIN 3Hae
npo Te, Wo 60NUTb KOXHOMY 3 Hac, YoMy MU
nnayemo 4u pagiemMo. «BiH 3Ha€ KOXHOro 3 Hac,
TOMY LU0 aX A0 KiHLSA CBITY NPOAOBXKYE KUTK 3
nogvHow i B noguHi. BiH npoaoBxye cTpaxaatv B
KOXHOMY NIOACLKOMY TepRiHHi, pagic KOXHOK
HaLLOoo pagicTio, NPOAOBXKYE BMUPATU B KOXHOMY
CMepTHOMY, NPOAOBXKYE OyTH NnepecnigyBaHuM i
NPUHWKEHUM Y KOXHIl 0COBi, IKy Cy4acHuUN CBIT
BigKuaae i 3HeBaxac», — BBaKac bnaxeHHiwmn
CesaTtocnas.

[OenaptameHT iHchopmauii YKL
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