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Fr. Ray Palko retired from active service in  We welcome Fr. Robert Moreno, adminis-
Saint Mary and St. Nicholas. We wish him trator of St. Basil in Lancaster, as visiting
God’s Blessing and may the Lord repay him  priest in our Parish! Mnohaya Lita to you,
abundantly for all the work in His vineyard! Fr. Robert, and to Your Family!

| wrote to Fr. Ray: “Thank you for everything you did Fr. Robert wrote in his bulletin:

during past 8 years. God bless you and your family.” With the retirement of Fr. Ray Palko, | will be helping
Fr. Ray replied: “See how quickly time flies.... you Fr. Marijan at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
wrote of our being at St. Nicholas 8 years. Actually, | in Buffalo. | am very excited to go back to St.

1 came officially on June 17, 2003. Yep, | can't really Nicholas as | basically began my priesthood in that

believe it either.”  Thank You, Fr. Ray! parish and through the years have been able to
Mnohaya Lita to You and to Your Family! substitute for Fr._ Marijan from time to time.
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HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias

= (ITig Omnikoro I1.71.M.) Judie Hawryluk

R = Nick Hurmak
; :
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  MOP’SIIOK CB. JITYPI'Ti Lo (716) 3163550
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a lNapoxisix 10 Ciynsi: Hepinsa no Pi3aBi S : i
Jan. 10, S. after Theophany - INo Borosisn  10:00 p. 3a nok. Hawwux napoxis: 0. Bonoanmup, T — evey ) | IZEAWARS
12:00 PM +Eugenia Sukmanowski (Markus & 0. Mukona, o. Muxaiino, o. OnekcaHpep ran g Jewelry & Embroldery. > e ol RO

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

r, PHONE 893-1025 Ad in the bulletin

Sonya Sukmanowsky & Family)

Monday, January 11 Ciuns, MNoHeainok
8:15 AM +Anna Koman (A.K)

14 CiyHga: Cs. Bacunin, HoBun Pik
10:00 p. +borpaH LLiep6a (Eminb i Bipa Mapk)

Tuesday, January 12 Ciuns, BiBTopok 17 Ciyng: H. nepen borosiBneHHAM If you want to advertise _
9:00 AM +Joseph Procyk (LUC NF) 10:00 p. 3a MapoxisiH - For Parishioners : Sitiani & Your business in the bulletin
Wednesday, January 13 Ciuns, Cepena RS AR nRL - Ry Kuhn's Monuments, Inc. Business card - $100 for a year.
8:15 AM +Peter Maxim (Mary Ann DuBois) —> Religion - Peniria < Bi3HecoBa kapTouka
Thursday, January 14 Ciuns, YetBep Reminder: Religion classes for January will be 2398 GENESEE ST. _
10:00 AM See Julian held on Saturday, January 16t from 9:00 AM to ST BUFFALO, .. 14225 $100.00 gon. - 52 pasn Ao poky.
Friday, January 15 Ciuns, [’aTHMus 12:30PM. Please note the change in date. Proud to Support Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
8:15 AM + Yaroslawa Boraczok (M. K.) Dates for other Religion classes are St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church Janine R. Klimeczko
Saturday, January 16 Ciuns, Cy6oTa Saturday: Michael A. Klimeczbo
9:00 AM +Codisn Myuak (AHHa MenbHUK) February 20th, March 19, April 23 and May 14th. ficanssd Ditectsis
4:30 PM +Jerry Szczublewski - 3 years (Family) -:\-!’%
Jan. 17. Publ. & Phar — Mur. i ®apices > > > NOXEPTBYU [INA YKPAIHU < < < Q) a
12:00 PM Int. of Stephen & Ihor Please donate letszak
Sunday Jan 10 we remember For Children: FUNERAL HOME
Our pastors who died in January: o New Cloths Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home
+Rev. Volodymyr Dovhovych (+1/3/1970) * Shoes
+Rev. Mykola Stefanovych (+1/8/1911) y * Toys www Pietszak.com  897-2400
+Rev. Mychajlo Kuziv (+1/14/1951) For adult men:
+Rev. Aleksander Prystaj (+1/17/1944) e Socks (warm)

Continuing a Tradition of
Buszka Funeral Home thoughtful Personalized Service

Director Peter D. Stachowski

e Hats (winter)
e Fleece Sweaters and Pants
e Men’s Thermal Top and Pants

BiyHe CsiTno roputb 3a
+MeuncnaBy MaHULLKY

MoxepTBa: EMinia CBaTKiBCbKa o Undergarments 2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206 806 Clinton St. 2400 William St.
e T-Shirts (716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com Buffalo Cheektowagea
Eternal Light honoring Mother of - : :
Box is in Vestibule. CepaeyHa nogska ycim crnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!

God burns for +Jerry Szczublewski Thank Youl Dskyemo!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YKPATHCDKA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OELEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNUTKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLwue iHchopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbanA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaT Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage  Smoked Fzsh
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, Ao 2321 Millersport Hwy.

Cheektawai(,}NY gu éﬂrpart Plaza) ﬁ \QT% Amheﬁrgts(cﬁuéig Plaza)

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just -

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepegayvy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHnH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Repairs Fund”

Bemko Family of NJ, Cranford NJ - $200.00
(Courtesy of Leon Kuzminsky)
N.N - $20.00
(Somehody put thru Church main door)

Thank You! [skyemo!

L et L S A T NI TR Sy e L e
naea YI'KL, ta Apxuenuckon
Xapkiscbko-lMontaBcbkuit YAL
OOMiHANuca pi3aBAHUMM NPUBITAaHHAMU

3 Harogu PizgBa Bnaguka Irop (IcicyeHko),
enuckon XapkiBcbko-MontaBcukuit YAIL, npusi-
TaB bnaxeHHiworo CesAtocnaea, Masy YKL, Ta
BCix BipHuX Llepkan.

«[OpamaTtunyHa ictopis
BigpomKeHHA LlepkBu
KWIBCbKOI Tpaguuii Ha -
CXIAHOYKPAIHCLKNX Te- “aesy
peHax nocunana Ham
po3vapyBaHHs 1 6onto-
4i ypapu, BMNpoOOBY-
Bana po3konamu, Big-
YyXXEHHAM 1 BOPOXICTIO
iHWKX  npaBoCnaBHUX
CNiNbHOT, WTOBXana Ao
ApiOHiwunx noginis. Oa-
HaKk came Lel BaXKu# ,qocal,q AO03BOSIUB HaMm
3HaUTU anbTepHaTUBHWWA LWNAX — €AHaHHA i3
LlepkBoto-MyyeHuLero, WO rigHO CKmana icnut
lonrocmn XX ct. nepen ceoim HebecHum Magoto i
BMEeBHEHO YBiNLWNa B YKpaiHCbKy peanbHicTb XXI
CT., K AYXOBHa Cuna, 3aaTtHa 6yTn OCHOBO ANA
TBOpeHHs1 €anHoi MomicHoi LiepkBu B YkpaiHi», -
WOeTbCsl Y NpUBITaHHI. Y HbOMY TaKoX CKa3aHo,
Wo uboropiyHe Pi3aBO € «ypouYUCTUM MPONOrom
[0 HOBOrO eTany AYXOBHOIO BiApOMXEHHS, Lo

BiKPMBAETbCA  3aBOAKM  LWMPOMY  PYXOBI
Ha3ycTpiy Hawum o6’efHaBYMM iHiuiaTUBam 3
0oky cninbHoTn YT KL».

«B eauHin LilepkBi M1 WWyKaeMo He 3eMHOI cunu,
BMpPaXeHoi B CYCNiNbHO -3MiCTOBHMX KaTeropisx
(nonitTmyHoro BnnuBY, ¢hiHAHCOBOI MOFYTHOCTI,
AepXXaBHOI Baru, TEXHONOrYHOI OCHALIEHOCTi), a
HeMo4i, B30pOBaHOi Ha Bomnso4yeHoMy Boxomy
Outatkosi. Hemoui, 3paTHOi cTtaTu 3Hapagaam
nepeodpaxeHHs CBiTy, cunol XpucToBoi nbo-
Bi», - nuwe Bnaauka Irop (IciyeHko) o bnaxex-
Hiworo CBsAiTocnasa.

BnaxeHHiwnn CeaToCcnaB TakoX npuBiTaB
Bnaguky lrops, yBecb knip Ta BipHux XapkiBcbKo-
MontaBcbkoi enapxii YAML: «HapoguBwuch y
Budpneemi, Mocnogb HapoaXyeTbCsi B HalUX
cepusx i nepebyBae 3 HaMu, AKLO MK 30epiraemo
BipHIiCTb I7Iomy 1 3acHOBaHil Hum eauHin, cBATiN,

- cobopHin i anoctonb-
cbKin Liepksi. BiH 3 Ha-
MW, KONMM LIYKAaEMO
WNAXiB  BiAHOBIEHHS
€OHOCTI €AMHOI NoMmic-
Hoi LlepkBu B YkpaiHi,
cnagkoeMHuui  Kuis-
CbKOr0 XPUCTUSAHCTBA,
nepefaHoro Ham vy
cnagwuHy piBHoano-
CTONbHUM KHSi3eM Bo-
noaMMMpOM, CBATUMMU
NoABWXHUKaMM i Myye-
HUKaMK 3a Bipy XpPUCTUAHCLKY, IKUX TakK Leapo
3poamna yKpaiHCcbKa 3emMnsy.

«Hexait HoBoHapomkeHun Cnacutenb BuUcCRy-
Xae€ BCi Hawi MonuUTBHK, 30epexe Hal HapoA i Hawy
AepxaBy B Mupi W rapasgi Ta obpapye cBoiM
HebGeCHMM OnarocnoBeHHAMY, - WAETLCA Y pi3aB-
AIHOMY npuBiTaHHi BnaxeHHiworo CesAiTocnasa Ao
knipy Ta BipHux XapkiBcbKo-llonTaBcbkoi enapxii
YANU,.

HOenaptamenT inchopmauii YKL,


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

The URrainian American Youth Association of
Buffalo, New York Lesia URrainka Branch
is pleased to announce their annual

Saturday, January 16%, 2016

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”
562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204

Come one come all to a night of great
music, dancing, food ¥ friends!!
MUSIC provided by
‘Pawuk Bros” of Rochester
Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Zabava, Midnight
Buffet, ¥ Champagne toast
Or come just for the Zabava

Tickets sales
from November 15, 2015 thru January 104, 2016
DinnerY Zabava $50 per person adults

DinnerY Zabava for students (ages 13-18) $30

***Dinner tickets will be pre-sale only
NO dinner tickets will be available at the door!™™*

Zabava only $30 per person (no pre-sale necessary)

CocRtails: 6:30pm - Dinner 7:15pm - Zabava: 9:00pm
There will be a Midnight Snack & Midnight Toast

For More Information, Questions, Tickets &
Reservations

Nicole Grega (716) 903-4777 or ukenikkie29@gmail.com
Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051

The URrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior
is a SmoKe-Free Environment
The New York State Liquor Control Authority
Strictly Prohibits the Bringing in of
Any Outside Alcoholic Beverages

Ukrainian New Year’s Dance ‘\
MALANKA 2016 \

OCEPEJJOK CYM
im. JIECI YKPATHKH B Bodano H.H.

0

X\"/

\ MAJIAHKY 2016
sIKa BigOyseTnbcs
k B cy0OTY 16-TO CiuHs
2016 p.
\‘ / B 3anax
' Ykpaiucskoro Jomy
"Nuinpo”
npu 562 /hkeHeci By1.
bodano H.H.
IInpo 3anpouryemo YKpaiHChKY rpoMagy
mictra bodaso i okonunp Ao ygacrm.
Jo TaHIiB mpurpaBaTuMe opKecTpa:
“Pawuk Bros”
bineru Ha Beuepro i 3abaBy
Ha MPOJAX BiJ 15 -TO IMCTONMAAA 2015 P.
[0 10 -TO CigHsI 2016 p.
$50.00 AJIsI ZOPOCIUX
$30.00 st crygeHTiB (13-18)
binern He mpogaemo npu gBepax.
Bineru Tinbku Ha 3ab6aBy $30.00 Mpu
aBepax

Koxreiine 6:30 B. - Beueps
3abGaBa 9:00 B.

7:15 B.

3ycTpid HOBOTrO POKY — LIaMIIaHCbKMI1 TOCT
Jlo 3amoBneHHs Oi€TIB:

Hukon I'pera (716) 903-4777 -

ukenikkie2g@gmail.com
I'ans Cepearok (716) 316-1051

KYPHUTH 3ABOPOHEHO B 3AJII "THITIPA"
KOMICISI KOHTPOJISI AJTbBKOTOJIIB B H.H.
3ABOPOHSE ITPUHOCHUTH BJIACHI AJIBKO-
I'OJIbHI HAITMTKH

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN

- GATHOLIG GHURGH
Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever! .
Cnasa Icycy Xpucrty! CnaBa Ha Biku! VK[[: IgHG]EK(}TK?TOAHI?LKA
e KITCHEN is closed until January 17. ]_[6 A GEATOrO AH _,QAAH
e Thank you for your patronage. (IIA OIIKOK MPEYHCTOL
Thanks are extended to all who are helping! AIBH MAPII OAITTTPII)

cUENISIETR stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. We are able to continue, so please
join us downstars. Thank you!

Until we meet next Sunday...

Rectory: (716) 852-7566

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Please help Confession: Before Liturgies
us raise money o%ps Cn0|3.i,gb: Mepen C.B. NiTypriamu
for our Church by ) Baptism: By appointment
purchasing Top’s never stops XpeleHHs: 3a JOMOBNEHHAM
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything Binyauha: [onocutucs 6 micAuis ckope

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMUTM CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxauM MoOXHa 3aKNUKaTH

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam- Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobuUThb pi3HULI Y1 BU nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
0 3akynutu cnig 3septatuca ao n. Mapii bogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
mailto:ukenikkie29@gmail.com
mailto:ukenikkie29@gmail.com

The Saints on Sundays, 2016

January 10/23
St. Gregory of Nyssa

Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, was a younger
brother of St Basil the Great (January 1). His birth
and upbringing came at a time when the Arian
disputes were at their height. Having received an
excellent education, he was at one time a teacher
of rhetoric. In the year 372, he was consecrated by
St Basil the Great as bishop of the city of Nyssa in
Cappadocia.

St Gregory was an ardent advocate for Ortho-
doxy, and he fought against the Arian heresy with
his brother St Basil. Gregory was persecuted by
the Arians, by whom he was falsely accused of
improper use of church property, and thereby de-
prived of his See and sent to Ancyra.

In the following year St Gregory was again de-
posed in absentia by a council of Arian bishops..
After the death of the emperor Valens (378), St
Gregory was restored to his cathedra and was

joyously received by his flock. His brother St Basil
the Great died in 379.

Only with difficulty did St Gregory survive the
loss of his brother and guide. He delivered a
funeral oration for him, and completed St Basil’s
study of the six days of Creation, the Hexaemeron.
That same year St Gregory participated in the
Council of Antioch against heretics who refused
to recognize the perpetual virginity of the Mother
of God. Others at the opposite extreme, who
worshipped the Mother of God as being God
Herself, were also denounced by the Council. He
visited the churches of Arabia and Palestine,
which were infected with the Arian heresy, to
assert the Orthodox teaching about the Most Holy
Theotokos. On his return journey St Gregory

N visited Jerusalem and the Holy Places.

In the year 381 St Gregory was one of the chief

figures of the Second Ecumenical Council, con-

vened at Constantinople against the heresy of

- Macedonius, who incorrectly taught about the
¢ Holy Spirit. At this Council, on the initiative of St

f %‘ “\‘,-

Gregory, the Nicean Symbol of Faith (the Creed)
was completed.

Together with the other bishops St Gregory
affirmed St Gregory the Theologian as Archpastor
of Constantinople.

In the year 383, St Gregory of Nyssa participated
in a Council at Constantinople, where he preached
a sermon on the divinity of the Son and the Holy
Spirit. In 386, he was again at Constantinople, and
he was asked to speak the funeral oration in
memory of the empress Placilla. Again in 394 St
Gregory was present in Constantinople at a local
Council, convened to resolve church matters in
Arabia... St Gregory left behind many remarkable
works of dogmatic character, as well as sermons
and discourses. He has been called “the Father of
Fathers.”

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, pray for us!

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2011/01/10/100140-st-gregory-the-
bishop-of-nyssa

Christmas letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav,

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

The evangelist Luke proclaims the words spoken by
the angel who appeared to the shepherds: “Be not
afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of a great joy
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.” (Luke 2: 10-11)

The joy of the Nativity of Christ, the good news of the
birth in human flesh of the Son of God Himself, is like
a powerful beam of eternal sunlight that descends
today from heaven to earth.

Christ is born! These are the words with which the
heavenly powers gladdened the hearts of the
shepherds who stood watch over their sheep. Christ is
born! These tidings transformed night into day,
sadness into consolation, waiting into the fulfilment of
hope. Christ is born! This joy, which comes down from
Heaven, inspires a person to act: to seek the Eternal
God in a new-born babe, to serve Him as a neighbour,
and to share this joy with others.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those with whom He is pleased.

These are words from the Heavenly Liturgy, in which
the angelic choirs praise God for His love towards His
people. As participants and witnesses of this
supernatural reality, the shepherds learn the true
reason for the joy of Christmas. The Saviour has been
born; in Him is disclosed the very core of our faith —
faith in God’s merciful love towards His creation, which
makes us people upon whom His favour rests.

So it is that this heavenly hymn relates to each one
of us! The angels glorify God on high for the simple
reason that He eternally bestows His good will upon
His people, that is, He desires for them what is good.
He is our highest benefactor. The eternal active love of
God the Father flows throughout the history of the
whole world and is incarnated in the person of His
beloved Son, who is born today in Bethlehem. The
Evangelist John teaches us about the good will of God
in these words: “the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the expiation for our sins.” (1 John 4: 9-10)

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace...

Peace is one of the essential expressions of God’s
love for His people. No wonder the Old Testament
prophets foretold that the coming of the Messiah on
earth would bring peace on earth, grant people the
gifts of love and justice, eliminate all evil and hatred,
and restore harmony throughout the world. And so
today we hear that Christ, the Prince of Peace, the
Eternal King, upon whose shoulders rests all authority
and honour, is the very same One of whom Isaiah
spoke, now born at last. The peace, which the Lord
brings, does not mean a temporary truce or a simple
absence of war. A person obtains true peace only by
reconciling with God and personally uniting with Him.
The new-born Jesus unites and reconciles within
Himself both God and mankind. As a result of this
union and reconciliation, Christ becomes the source of
peace in the whole world. The Apostle Saint Paul
teaches us this about Christ — “For he is our peace,
who has made us both one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14)

How long God’s people awaited this peace, which
Christ brought with His Nativity! With what eagerness
the shepherds hastened to Bethlehem, and with what
persistence the wise men from the East journeyed to
the place of His birth. But how they must have been
awed by the fact that they found that long-awaited
peace, not in an earthly ruler, not in the cleverness of a
skilled diplomat, not in the power of a well-formed
army, but in a fragile new-born homeless infant. And
what’s more, the foretold Prince of Peace, upon the
moment of His birth, was forced to become a displaced
person, a fugitive fleeing to escape the persecution of
King Herod. This Wondrous Divine Wisdom, through
the Mystery of the Nativity, teaches us that God’s love,
heavenly peace and glory come only when we humble
ourselves before the least one among us, and that only
in serving the needy will we meet God.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favours!

With God’s help, we have lived through yet one more
year — one more year of war. The suffering of our
people has not ended; our trials have not come to an
end. But we have survived and we carry on. To the
surprise of the whole world, we have survived in the


https://oca.org/saints/lives/2011/01/10/100140-st-gregory-the-bishop-of-nyssa
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midst of immeasurable pain, loss of blood, and tears.
In a war situation we've had to rethink the value and
meaning of the words “peace” and “mercy “, “courage”
and “humanity “, “allegiance” and “responsibility.” We
have learned that such zeal is found in prayer. By
releasing the power of prayer, together with the whole
world, we sincerely and persistently continue to entreat
God for peace.

The road to peace has become for us the road to our
neighbour. We are learning to be in solidarity. We are
learning to recognize the needs of our soldiers at the
front as our needs. We are learning to be concerned
about the pain of those who have lost family members
and friends, and the pain of the wounded and
imprisoned, as if it were our own pain. In the midst of
ever greater needs, economic hardships, corruption
still present everywhere and lack of effective political
management, we have not lost compassion for our
neighbour, but have become more responsible and
bolder in defending dignity. We continue to share with
those in need: what we have, what we know and can
do, what we believe in — and what we are. The way to
our victory in Christ is that which unites, reconciles
and makes us community. Solidarity, compassion and
trust give us hope in God and reveal to us the true road
to peace.

It is in this nationwide solidarity in faith, hope and
love that we feel the active presence of God among us
and His real birth in our homeland. The path to our
neighbour has become for millions of Ukrainians the
path to God’s love. We might say that in this wondrous
good will of God for us, in this solidarity, we have
discovered the key to victory, for, as the Apostle Paul
teaches us: “When God is with us, who can be against
us?” (Romans 8:31)

Let us celebrate this Christmas together with those
who have become displaced, those who have lost their
loved ones, their possessions and their homes. In this
Holy Year of the Mercy of God, may the doors of our
homes, open to the needy, be, in the words of Pope
Francis, the doors of the mercy of God. Hence whoever
walks through them may experience the flow of God’s
merciful love, love which forgives our sins, heals the
wounds of our souls and bodies, transforms sadness
into joy, and makes all that is weak strong and
invincible.

By welcoming the refugees, the poor and the
suffering, we welcome into our homes, into our families
and into our communities the Son of God Himself- the
Font of God’s peace. Let us not ask what language they
speak, what church they attend, or what beliefs they
hold. Rather let us be interested in what hurts them,
where their loved ones are, and how we may help them.
With our prayers and acts of mercy let us approach
together with them the manger in which Christ is
resting. It is in them, precisely, that we will be able to
welcome the new-born Saviour. And it is precisely in
this way that we will enter into reconciliation with God
and with our brothers and sisters, and bring God’s
peace to our greatly suffering Ukrainian land.

On this joyful bright feast of the Nativity of Christ, |
wish to express to all of you, dearly beloved in Christ,
heartfelt greetings. | desire to convey this joy to every
home, to the dugouts at the front, to the hospitals
where the wounded are recovering, to the dwelling
places of hundreds of thousands of displaced brothers
and sisters, to those in Ukraine, and those in the
diaspora-to all | desire today to send a word of comfort
and hope, the source of which is the birth of the
Saviour.

With the good news of the Nativity of Jesus Christ, |
wish to visit those of you who have opened the doors
of your hearts to God and neighbour, and | wish to pass
through the Doors of Mercy together with you in this
Holy Year. While sharing the joyful news of the birth of
Christ-God, | long to shake the hands of our brave
soldiers who safeguard our Christmas, to comfort the
sorrowful, to wipe the tears of those who are weeping,
to strengthen the faith of those who doubt that good
will triumph over evil.

Standing today before the altar of God, | sense an
extraordinary solidarity with the vast family of our
particular Church, which has gathered together around
the Lord’s Table here on earth and in God’s glory on
high. May the new-born Saviour hear all our prayers,
keep our nation and our leaders in peace and wellbeing
and bestow upon them His heavenly blessing.

Wishing you a blessed Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord, a tasty kutia and a happy new year!
Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!
+ Sviatoslav

Bnax CBATocnaB y cBATBEYIp PO3AinuB Tpa-
nesy 3 BMMYLIEHO NnepeceynieHnMun nabMun

6 ciunsa 2016 poky, y HaBeuip's PizgBa XpucroBoro,
BnaxeHHiwuit CBaTOCNaB PO3AinMB Tpanesy i3 BUMY-
WeHo nepeceneHumm nogbMu 3i Cxoay Ykpainu. Y uen
peHb y Matpiapwomy cobopi Bockpecinusa Xpucrooro
Ha cninbHuii ceaTBevdip 3 Mnasoto YKL, 3i6panucs
poauHu, TMMYacoBo nepeceneHi 3 [loHeubkoi Ta llyran-
cbKoi obnacTen.

Okpim BnaxeHHiworo Cesitocnaea, y Beyepi B3snu
y4acTb HyHUii KnaBpio 'ymxepotTi, a Takox npesu-
peHT Kapitacy YkpaiHu Angpiii BacbkoBuY i gupektop
B® «Kapitac-KuiB» 0. PomaH Cupotuy ta cBAILIEHUKK
cobopy. 3aranbHa KinbKiCTb MPUCYTHIX BUMYLUIEHO
nepeceneHux nogen Ha Beyepi byna noHag 130 oci6, 3
AIKUX Malxe MONOBMHA - Le AiTU, - NOBIZOMASAE O.
PomaH Cupotuu.

CesiTa Beyeps posnoyanacs 3i CninbHOI MONUTBU Ta
npusiTanbHoro cnosa BbnaxeHHiworo CeATOCnaBa,
SIKUA BUCNOBMB BENWUKY papicTb, wo y Haseuip's
PizgBa XpuctoBoro mae MoxnuBicTb OyTn pasom i3
npUCYTHIMK, NOAAKYBaB 3a iX NPUCYTHICTb, Nobaxas
ycim Boxoi 6naroparti, mupy, nto6osi. MposiB aHano-
rito HapomkeHHs Icyca XpucTta sk GikeHus fo Tene-
pilHLOrO CTaHy Ntoaei, AKi 3MyLeHi Oynu NOKUHYTK
CBOI [OMIBKM i BTiKaTU Big nuxonitTs BiliHW. Bucnosus
croBa NiATPMMKU Ta NOBaru.

Yci npuctynunu [Oo CNOXMBAaHHA TPAagULiNHUX Ans
YKpaiHCLKOro CBATBEYIPHLOrO CTONY CTPAB — KYTi, Ba-
peHuKiB, 6opuuy i kKanycTn, pudu Ta rony6uis, rPUOHNUX
ctpaB. [laHyBana Tenna poauHHa atmocdepa. Yci Ko-
nspyBanu Konsaku, 6axaioun ogHe oOgHOMY PapocCTi i
no6oBi, a Wo HakBaXNuBille — MUPY, KU TaK NOTPi-
OeH cborogHi Bcim. Jllogu mManu MoxnuBicTb nocnin-
KyBaTucs i3 bnaxeHHiwum CesToCnaBoOM, fiKWiA nigxo-
[MB [0 KOXHOrO, Wwob po3ainutu pagictb PisgBa.

[o npucyTHix 3BepHyBCA | HYHUiW KnaBgio MNymke-
pOTTi, IKMA HAronocuB Ha PapocCTi, WO Mae MOXu-
BicTb OyTU pa3om 3 ycima, nobaxas pi3aBAHOro Hac-
Tpoto, nigkpecnioouu, wo Liepksa B ocobnmeui cno-
cib pobuna i 6yge podoutn Bce MoxnuBee, Wwob B YkpaiHi
3anaHyBaB Mup i Noax He ByNn NOKWUHEHI, ane Bigvynu
[OMOMOry BCLOTO CBITY B TaKMW He NPOCTUIA AN HUX
yac. OcobnuBo 3Benuuunu ceaTeevip xopuctu Matpi-
apworo cobopy, fiki npocnaBnsan1 HOBOHAPOMKEHOTO

CBOIMW Konsigkamu Ta A3BiHKUMW rosiocamu, a cemi-
Hapuctu KuiBcbKkoi TpbOXCBATUTENbLCLKOI CeMiHapii
noka3sanu BepTen, AKWUiA BCi yBaXHO AUBUIUCS.

Haragaemo, wo y cBoemy Pi3gBsiHoMy nocnaHHi
BnaxeHHiwuit CBAiToCcnaB 3aknukaB OyTU | NPUAHATU
BMMYLUEHO nepeceneHux ocid i came Ha Uil Beyepi
Mnmasa YIKU nokasaB npuknap: «Bipcsitkyimo ue
PiznBo pa3om i3 nepeceneHUsaMM, TUMK, WO BTPATUNK
CBOIX pigHuMX, MaiiHO Ta AiM. Hexan y uei CeAtum pik
Boxoro munocepas BiguuHeHi ans notpedyroumx ase-
pi Hawmx AomiBok, 3a crnoBamu Manu ®paHuucka, ne-
peTtBOpATLCA Ha ABepi boxoro munocepas. Toai Ha
BCiX, XT0 OyAe Kpi3b HUX npoxoauTy, cnnuBatume bo-
Xa munocepaHa noboB, fika NPoLWae Hawi NPOBUHM,
roiTb paHu gywi W Tina, nepeTBOPIOE CMYTOK Ha pa-
BicTb, yce HeMiYHe pOOUTL CUSTLHUM i HENepPeMOXHUM.
Mpuimatoun GixkeHuiB, yoormx i ctpaxaeHHUX, My
npuiMeMo B Haw AiM, Y Hawi poauHM i Hawy
cninbHy xaty camoro Boxoro CuHa — [xepeno
Boxoro mupy. He nuTanmo B HUX, KOO MOBOH
BOHM pPO3MOBNATb, 0O AKOro XpaMy XoAdaTb 4u
AIKUX nepeKkoHaHb AOTpUMyKTbLCA. Pagwe noui-
kaBmocs, wWo iM 6onuTtb, Ae iXHi pigHi Ta AK MK
MoxeMmo iM nocnyxutu. Hawow MonutBow Ta
Ainamu munocepasa NPUCTYNiMo pasoM i3 HUMK Ao
Acen, B Akux cnoymBae Xpucrtoc. Came B HUX MU
MOXEeMO NMpPUNHATU HOBOHapomkeHoro Cnacwute-
na. Came Tak npoiaemo LWNAX NPUMUPEHHA 3
Borom i Hawumu Gpatamu W cectpamu, npuHe-
cemo boxwuit Mup Ha 6araTocTpaxaanbHy ykpaiH-
CbKY 3eMITio».

Ha 3aBepLueHHs Bcim Oyno po3gaHo nogapyHKu, AKi
weAapo Haganu nuuapi Konymoa.

«Xouy BUCNOBMUTY LMPY NoAsKy BCiM Ntoaam Aoopoi
BOJi, AKi cnpuymMHMnuca, wWob ua cBATa Beveps Big-
oynacs. [lakylo npauiBHukam Ta BonoHtepam Kapira-
cy, osky nuuapam Konymb6a, xopy [Matpiapworo
cobopy, cemiHapuctam KuiBcboi TpboxcBATUTENb-
CbKOi ceMiHapii i BCiM, XTO Jonomir opraHizyBaTu.
3aBasKu LLOMY BUMYLLEHO NepeceneHi nam Biguynu,
WO € NoAM, AKMM BOHM He Oampyxi i sKi roto.i
[OMOMOITM Y CKPYTHI Yacuy», - nigkpecntoe o. PomaH
Cupotuy, gupektop b® «Kapitac-Kuisy.

Mpec-cnyx6a B® «Kapitac-Kuis»
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Came B Ui BceHapogHii conigapHocTi y Bipi,
Hapii Ta moGoal MM BiguyBa€MO XUBY NPUCYTHICTb

Bora cepen Hac, Mloro cnpaBXHE HapOMKEHHA Ha
Hawin 3emni. [Jopora o ONMXHLOrO cTana Ans
MiNbMOHIB yKpaiHUiB aoporol fo Boxoi no6oBi.
MoxHa cka3aTy, o B LibOMY AUBHOMY GnaroBOniHHi
BoxoMy A0 Hac, y Ui conigapHOCTi MU 3HaULWAK
KnoY go nepemoru. bo, ik HaB4Yae anocton Nasno,
«konu Bor 3a Hac, xTo npotu Hac?» (Pum. 8, 31).
Bipceatkyimo ue PisgBo pasom i3 nepecenex-
UAMKM, TUMM, WO BTPATUNK CBOIX PigHMX, MalHO Ta
Aim. Hexaw y uei Cesatun pik Boxoro munocepas
BifYMHEHI Ana noTpebyrumx ABepi HaWKX AOMIBOK,
3a cnoBamu Manu ®paHuucka, NepeTBOPATLCA Ha
aBepi Boxoro munocepas. Toai Ha Bceix, xTo byae
Kpi3b HMX npoxoauTu, cnnuBatume Boxa muno-
cepaHa NnoboB, fika NPOLWAE Hawi NPOBUHM, FOiTb
paHu Aywi 1 Tina, nepeTBOPIOE CMYTOK Ha pagicTb,
yce HeMiyHe poOUTb CUNBHUM | HenepeMOXHUM.
Mpwitmatoun GixeHuiB, yoorux i cTpaxaeHHUX, MM
NPUIMEMO B HaLl AiM, Y HaLli POANHM i HaLWYy CMiNbHY
xaty camoro Boxoro CuHa - [hxepeno Boxoro mupy.
He nutaiMo B HMX, HAKOW MOBOK BOHU
pPO3MOBMAOTL, A0 AKOFO Xpamy XOAATb YU SIKUX
nepekoHaHb AoTpuUMyTbCA. Papwe nouikaBmocs,

wo iMm 6onuTb, de iXHi pigHi Ta AK MU MOXEMO iM
nocnyxutu. Haworo monuTBOIO Ta Ainamu munocep-
AA NPUCTYNIMO pa3oM i3 HUMKU A0 Aicen, B IKUX Cno-
ynBae Xpucroc. Came B HUX MK
MOXEMO MNPUAHATM HOBOHapO-
axeHoro Cnacutens. Came Tak
nponaemMo WNAX NPUMUPEHHA 3
Borom i Hawmmm Gpatamu ¥ cec-
Tpamu, npuHecemo Boxun mup
Ha baraTocTpaxaanbHy yKpaiHc-
bKy 3eMH0...

Y uen pagicHWiA aeHb CBITNOro
ceAta PizgBa XpucrtoBoro 6a-
)aro cKnacTu BCiM Bam, fopori B
Xpucti, cepaeyHi BitaHHsa. Lo
papicTb nparHy 3aHecTu A0 KOX-
Hoi oceni, go OniH@axiB Ha
tpoHTi, Ao rocnitanis, ge niky-
HOTbCS NOPaHEHi, A0 NOMeLIKaHb

- COTEeHb TUCAY BUMYLUEHO nepe-
ceneHux bpariB i cectep, Ao TMX, XTo B YKpaiHi, i o
TUX, XTO Ha NOCENEHHSX, - A0 BCiX NparHy CbOroAHi

ckepyBaTW CNoBO BTiXM i Hagii, mkepenom sKoi

€ HapomkeHHsi Cnacutensi.

3 6narosicTio npo PizaBo Icyca XpucTa xouy Bia-
BigaTU TUX i3 Bac, XTO BiAYMHUB ABepi CBOEI Ayl
ana bora i 6nuxkHboOro, Ta nepectynuti Yepes figepi
Boxoro munocepas pasom i3 Bamu B Uen Ceatum
pik. dinAuucb pagicHo 3BICTKOK NPO HapOAXKEHHS
Xpucra-lfocnoga, nparHy MOTUCHYTU MYXHIO PYKY
HallMX BOIHIB, KOTPi 3axuwarwTb Hawe Pi3gBo,
NOTIWMTKA 3acMy4YeHUX, OOTepTM CnbO3M 3annaka-
HUX, NOKPINWUTK Yy Bipi B nepemory aobpa Hag 3nom
YCiX, XTO CYyMHIBa€TbLCA.

Ctofun cborogHi nepes Boxum npecTonom,
Big4yBalo Hag3BUYalHY conigapHicThb 3 ycieto Benu-
KO POAMHOI0 Halloi NoMicHOiI LiepkBu, fika 3ibpana-
ca poskona locnoaHbOI Tpanesu TyT, Ha 3eMni, 1y
cnasi boxiit Ha Bucotax. Hexai HoBOHapomXeHUI
Cnacutenb Bucnyxae BCi Hawi MonuTteu, 36epexe
HalW Hapop i Hawy AepxaBy B MUpi W rapasgi Ta
obaapye cBoiM He6eCHUM 611aroCNOBEHHAM.

Xpuctoc Paxpaetbes — Cnasirte Moro!

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio program

Christ is Born - Let us Glorify Him!

The Gospel reading for this Sunday is like an echo of
the Feast of Theophany. It starts by mentioning the
imprisonment of John the Baptist, and then reveals the
news that Jesus leaves the region of Jordan and comes
back to Galilee, where He stays at Capernaum. “The
people which sat in darkness have seen a great light; and
to them which sat in the region and shadow of death, light
has sprung forth.” The light manifested on the banks of
the River Jordan now spreads into Galilee. Little by little,
it will spread to the whole world as Jesus begins to
preach. The theme of his preaching is exactly the same
as John the Baptist: “Behold, the Kingdom of God is at
hand.” The Kingdom of God is now identified with Jesus,
who is the essence and the power of this kingdom.
Nevertheless, this kingdom is only at its beginning. We
shall see it grow, and it will not cease from growing until
the end of time. This is what today’s epistle reading
announces, in which St. Paul declares that when the
edification of Christ's church is complete, we shall “all
come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect person, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:7-13).
The liturgical year, in essence a history of our salvation,
represents this growth symbolically for us, from
Christmas until the time after Pentecost. It therefore
outlines the development of our own inner salvation - the
manifestation of the Divine light of Christ within us.

Today, we witness the start of Christ's earthly
mission. We learn that the Lord did not begin his ministry
in Jerusalem, where some may expect great things to take
place, but rather in the obscure region of Galilee,
hundreds of miles from any great city. "Christ is our
peace"”, says Saint Paul, who has made us one in Himself,
by breaking down the dividing wall of hostility between
men and women, young and old, race and nationality. In
St. Matthew's Gospel the first thing Jesus does in his
ministry is to call all people to share the Good News. He
even refers to his disciples as ‘fishers of men'. Itis also
no minor significance that at the end of Matthew’s Gospel,
we find Jesus concluding his earthly ministry where the
very last words impart: "Then Jesus came to them and
said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you." (Matthew 28:18-19). That

passage is called the Great Commission and it is given to
all Christians, reminding us that we are all called to go and
make disciples of all nations. But we need to ask
ourselves today, when was the last time we shared this
light of Christ with one another? It has been said, that to
the world we might just be another person, but to one
person we just might be the whole world. Jesus said: “I
am the light of the world; He who follows me shall not walk
in darkness.” Through the ministry of Christ we can rest
assured in the knowledge that God has a higher, more
divine purpose for each of us, and often our lives are
beautifully transformed in ways we have yet to discover.
But our willingness to make those changes and abide in
the Lord is what is most pleasing to God.

Once upon a mountain top, three little trees stood and
dreamed of what they wanted to become when they grew
up. The first little tree looked up at the stars and said: “I
want to hold treasure. | want to be covered with gold and
filled with precious stones. Il be the most beautiful
treasure chest in the world!" The second little tree looked
out at the small stream trickling by on its way to the
ocean. “l want to be traveling mighty waters and carrying
powerful kings. I'll be the strongest ship in the world! The
third little tree looked down into the valley below where
busy men and women worked in a busy town. | don't want
to leave the mountain top at all. | want to grow so tall that
when people stop to look at me they'll raise their eyes to
heaven and think of God. | will be the tallest tree in the
world. Years, passed. The rain came, the sun shone and
the little trees grew tall. One day three wood cutters
climbed the mountain. The first wood cutter looked at the
first tree and said, "This tree is beautiful. It is perfect for
me." With a swoop of his shining ax, the first tree fell.
"Now | shall make a beautiful chest, | shall hold wonderful
treasure!" the first tree said. The second wood cutter
looked at the second tree and said, "This tree is strong.
It's perfect for me." With a swoop of his shining ax, the
second tree fell. "Now | shall sail mighty waters!" thought
the second tree. “I shall be a strong ship for mighty
kings!" The third tree felt her heart sink when the last
wood cutter looked her way. She stood straight and tall
and pointed bravely to heaven. But the wood cutter never
even looked up. "Any kind of tree will do for me." He
muttered. With a swoop of his shining ax, the third tree
fell. The first tree rejoiced when the wood cutter brought
her to a carpenter's shop. But the carpenter fashioned the
tree into a feed box for animals. The once beautiful tree
was not covered with gold, or treasure. She was coated



with saw dust and filled with hay for hungry farm animals.
The second tree smiled when the wood cutter took her to
a shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship was made that day.
Instead the once strong tree was hammered and awed into
a simple fishing boat. She was too small and too weak to
sail to an ocean, or even a river, instead she was taken to
a little lake. The third tree was confused when the wood
cutter cut her into strong beams and left her in a
lumberyard. "What happened?" The once tall tree wonder-
ed. “All I ever wanted was to stay on the mountain top and
point to God." Many days and nights passed. The three
trees had nearly forgot their dreams. But one night,
golden starlight poured over the first tree as a young
woman placed her newborn baby in the feed box. "l wish
| could make a cradle for him." Her husband whispered.
The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as the starlight
shone on the smooth and sturdy wood. “This manger is
beautiful." She said. And suddenly the first tree knew he
was holding the greatest treasure in the world. One
evening a tired traveler and his friends crowded into the
old fishing boat. The traveler fell asleep as the second tree
quietly sailed out into the lake. Soon a thundering and a
thrashing storm arose. The little tree shuddered. She
knew she did not have the strength to carry so many
passengers safely through the wind and the rain. The tired
man awoke. He stood up, stretched out his hand, and said,
"Peace." The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun.
And suddenly the second tree knew she was carrying the
king of heaven and earth. One Friday morning, the third
tree was startled when her beams were yanked from the
forgotten wood pile. She flinched as she was carried
through an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when
soldiers nailed a man's hand to her. She felt ugly and
harsh and cruel. But on Sunday morning, when the sun
rose and the earth trembled with joy beneath her, the third
tree knew that God's love had changed everything. It had
made the third tree strong. And every time people thought
of the third tree, they would think of God. That was better
than being the tallest tree in the world.

This parable helps us to realize that God can make us
into something much greater than even our heart’s desire,
because he has a use, a special purpose, for every one of
us. So the next time you feel down because you did not
receive what you asked for, or the trials in your life seem
more than you can bear, please be patient and rest
assured that God has something special in mind for each
of us. Just as the light from the River Jordan spread out
to Galilee, the light of our Lord, Jesus Christ is given to

each of us. It comes to us in the form of the Holy Spirit,
and through the Holy Spirit living in us, it is revealed to
the world. Jesus was subtle in his ministry. He did not
teach in great cities among the elite, but he tended to the
needs of the poor and less fortunate, while preaching the
Word of His Father. He was not dressed in fine clothing,
and he did not lead a life of luxury. The gift of the Holy
Spirit is among us, because Christ came to serve His
people. He served in silent ways, unbeknown to
many. Jesus said that He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever - and that He would never leave, nor forsake
His people. As we look back at nearly 2,000 years of
Christ transforming society, we can see an amazing
aftereffect, from the concepts and principles of justice to
social responsibility, and a thousand other things all
directly linked to the way that Christ and His teachings
have transformed individuals who together have
transformed our society.

When | consider the ways in which each of us are quite
capable of transforming some part of society, | am often
reminded of this story | once read: One night in 1935,
Mayor LaGuardia of New York, went to night court in the
poorest ward of the city. On this particular occasion,
LaGuardia dismissed the judge for the evening and took
over the bench himself. One case involved an elderly
woman who was caught stealing bread to feed her grand-
children. LaGuardia said after she pleaded guilty to the
crime, "l have to punish you; ten dollars or ten days in
jail." It was obvious she could not pay. And as LaGuardia
spoke, he threw $10 into his hat. He then fined everyone
in the courtroom 50 cents for living in a city "where a
person has to steal bread so that her grandchildren can
eat." The hat was passed around, and the woman left the
courtroom with her fine paid and an additional $50 in her
purse. Solely out of the goodness of his heart, the Mayor
of New York helped this woman who could not help
herself. Jesus inspires the goodness within people, the
kindness and love that we are willing to give to one
another. Jesus did not leave things the way He found
them. Jesus came so we could have this special
relationship with God, so we would no longer walk in
darkness but embrace the Divine light, so we could be
forgiven and have the possibility of something even better
- Eternal life.

Christ is born!
Let us glorify Him!
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CborogHi noginumocs 3 BaM1 ypuBKamu X
PisgBe’siHoro nocnaHHs Matpisipxa CeATocnasa.
> > ([logHull mekcm nocnaHHs NO aHanilicbKu
HadpykogaHul y uboMy 6roiemeHi)

«Cnaea Ha eaucomax boay i Ha 3emni Mup
Tlodsm Uozo 6nazosoninHs»
«Mwup € oaHMM i3 HanCyTTEBIWMX NPOSABIB NOOOBI
Bora po nioanun. Hegapma crapo3aBiTHi NPOPOKM
nepeaBiwanu, wo npuxig Mecii Ha 3emnto anHece
i3 coboto mup, nogapye nio-
Aaam nboB i cnpaseanu-
BiCTb, yCYHe BCAKE 310 i He-
HaBUCTb, BiAHOBUTL BCe-
NEeHCbKY rapMoHilo Ta 3na-
rogy. | ocb CbOrogHi Mmu yye-
Mo, wo Xpucroc, KHasb mu-
py, Llap poBiuHui, B fikoro
Ha nnevax Bnapa i yecTb, ca-
Me TOW, NPO AIKOro NPopoKy-
BaB Icas, HapewTi HapoamMB-
cs. Mup, wo #Moro npuHo-
cuTtb ocnoab, He O3Ha4ae
TUMYacoBOro nepemMup’s Yu
NpPOCTOi BiACYTHOCTI BiliHW. CnpaBXHin MUp NOAUHA
OTPUMYE nuiie ToAi, KON NPUMUPUTLEA 3 Borom i
ocobucto noegHaetbca 3 Hum. HoBoHapomxeHum
Icyc noegHye i npumuptoe B cobi Bora Ta nroguny. |
BHACMigOK TaKoro NOEAHaHHSA Ta NpMMMpeHHA Xpuc-
TOC CTa€ Axepenom MuUpy Ha Bcil 3emni. CBATMI
anocrton NaBno HaBYae Hac, Wo XpUCTOC — Lie «Hall
mup, BiH, WwWo 3pobus i3 ABOX 0AHe, 3pyNHYBaBLLM...
BOPOXHeuy, — cBoiM Tinom» (Ed. 2, 14).
£k poBro yekaB Boxuii Hapoa Toro Mupy, Lo Koro
npuHic y cBoemy PisgBi Xpucrtoc. 3 AkuM HeTepniH-
HAM Girnu nactupi o Budpnuema i 3 Akoro HacTup-
NUBICTIO NogopoXyBanu Jo Bepteny uapi 3i Cxopay.
Ane sk BOHM, MabyTb, 3AMBYBanucs, 3HaMLLOBLUM
[AOBroXaaHW Mup He y BRagi 3eMHOro Bonoaaps,
He B XUTPOCTi BNpaBHOTro AMNJioMara, He B Cuni Ao0-
pe 030pPOEHOrO BiliCbKa, a B TEHAITHI 0c00i HOBOHa-
pomxeHoro 6e3xaTyeHka. HaBiTb Ginblue, npos.ille-
HUI KHA3b MUpPY B MOMEHT CBOro HapOXXEeHHS CTaB
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nepeceneHueM i BUrHaHuem, nepecnigyBaHum 3 60-
Ky uaps Ipoga Brikauyem. [iuBHa BoxectBeHHa lpe-
MyApicTb B TaiHCTBI Pi3aBa BuMTL Hac, wo boxa nto-
00B, HebecHMII MUp i cnaBa NpuXoaaTb Todi, Konu
MU CXUNSIEMOCSI Nepen OCTaHHIM ceped Hac, WO
came B CNyXiHHI nOTpebyHYin NANHI 3ycTpiyaemo
bora...

3 B0X0t0 AONOMOroK MU NEPEeXMN Le OAUH PiK,
- e OAMH PiK BiliHW. CTpaxaaHHA HaWOoro Hapoay He
3aKiHuunucs, BUNpobyBaHHA He Aobirnu kiHus. Mpo-

. p Te MU BUCTOANM | AEeMoO Aa-
ni! Ha noauB ycboro cBiTy,
MU BUCTOSINU cepep, He3Mip-
Horo Gont BTpaT, KPOBi Ta
cnis. B ymoBax BilHM mu
NepeoCMUCIUNN LiHHICTb i
3HaYeHHA cniB «Mup» Ta
«Munocepas», «Bigsara» Ta
«NMIOAAHICTbY, «BiadaHICTby
Ta «BignoBiganbHicTb». Mu
AOCBiAYMnK, WO TaKe pe.-
i HicTb y MonuTBi. Bigkpusium
CUNy MOMWUTBU, pa3oMm 3 yCiM
" CBITOM WMpPO i BUTpUBano
Hapani 6naraemo bora npo mup.

[Oopora go Mupy cTtana gns Hac [Oporow Ao
onmxHboro. Mu ByMmocs Oytn conigapHumun. Mu
BYMMOCSH BigdvyBaTU NOTPeOM Hawmx conpat Ha
thpoHTi AK BNacHi notpedu. Mu BuMmocsa nepenma-
TUCA BOnem TUX, XTO BTPaTMB PigHUX i ONU3bKKX,
©onem nopaHeHuX i NONOHEeHUX sik cBOiM 6onem. Ce-
peA wopa3y GinblKX HecTaTKiB, EKOHOMIYHOI CKpY-
TH, yce LWe BCoAW NPUCYTHLOI KOpynuii Ta HepocTaT-
HbO e(PeKTUBHOro MOMITUYHOrO YNpaBiHHA MU He
BTPaTUNM CNIBYYTTA A0 ONUXHLOrO, CTanu BiaNoOBI-
JanbHillMMKM | cMinuBilLMMKU B 00CTOIOBaHHI Bnac-
HOI rigHOCTi, NPOAOBXKYEMO AINUTMCA 3 NOTpedyto-
YMMU OCTaHHIM: TUM, WO MAEMO, TUM, LIO BMIEMO i
3HaEMO, TUM, Y L0 BipUMO, — TUM, KUM MU €. LLInsixom
A0 Hawoi nepemorn B XpUCTi € Te, WO €AHAE, Npu-
MUpKE Ta pobUTb Hac cninbHoTo. ConiaapHicTb,
cniBuyTTA i AOBipa AalTb HaMm Hapilo B Bosi Ta
BiAKpMBalOTb CPaBXHIO AOPOrY A0 MUPY».



