1106 cratu wienamu CYK ,IIpoBuginus”,
MPOCUMO 3BepTaTucH 10 nani [aBpuiiok.

The Providence Association

Life Insurance & Annuities
79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

WWW. DTOVASSIL. CO

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page | s:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors

1550

Wwilliam Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

SLAVIS

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak of
FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home
806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421(

(716) 852-4499
{—\v PHONE 893-1025

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225
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OF MOTHER OF GOD
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IIEPKOBHUH BIGHUK - Y.04

Eastern( l-n'is[ianil udies Prog
Spring Session &

)

MayXour Life Be_A;L;\ﬁng' ;
) on of Jesus Ch_r_is't‘ .
A

4 B

[ocnoan Icyce Xpucre, Cuny Boxuii, momuiyi Hac

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
rpimanx! Oh Lord, Son of God, have mercy on us!

(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MNOP’SII0OK CB. JIITYPTIN

Jan. 22: 32 S. aft. Pent. — 32 H no 3CJL. [l

22 Ciyng: H. ITo. borosijienHi ﬁ

12:00 AM +fr. lhor Stets

Mon., January 23 — Illonexninoxk, 23 Ciuns
9:15 AM +Helene Mysliwiec, Anna Jussel a,
Florence & John (Jim)

Tue., January 24 — BiBropok,24 Ciuns
8:15 AM +ap. Mupocnas ['pemuiiyH i maH.
(ponuna)
Wed., January 25 — Cepena, 25 Ciuns
8:15 AM 3a boxe 6marocinoBenH (20 piuyHu-
s nutro0y Haramii (Cepemrok) 1 mip.
Annpis Comounncbkoro (Hartanka)
Thu., January 26 — Yer., 26 Ciunsn
12:00 PM +Mary Temo 40 d. & panachyda
(Mary Ann DuBois)
Fri., Jan. 27 — IPsaiTHnust., 27 Ciuns
8:15AM +John & Mary Colomon
(Nadine Burkholder)
Sat., January 28 — Cy6ora, 28 Ciuns
9:00 AM +MariaTrojan (Anna Bucierka)
4:30 PM for Natalia Serediuk & Andrew
Soloczynskyj - 20 Wedding An-
niversary (Rose Serediuk)

Jan. 29: 33 S. aft. Pent. — 33 H no 3C/I. E

10:00 p. 3a Ykpaincokuii Hapin

29 Ciunst: 32 Hexinist (Tpo 3akxes) [

10:00 p. +CeBepun JleBunbkuii (Cipuii
JeB) i + UneniB IlnacToBoi CT.

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE

PLEASE RETURN your 2012 Registration
Card found in the beginning of your envelope
box, even if your information has not
changed. We need to have a yearly updated
list of parish parishioners Please also include
e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers. We
will only use cell phone number s when we
need to get in touch with you and cannot
reach you at your home number. We have a
parish e-mail list so that we can send parish-
ionersinformation and updatesthat need to
be sent quickly. If you have an e-mail address
pleaseincludeit on your 2012 registration
card. If you do not have envelopes please give
usyour addressand E-mail. If you have
changed your e-mail addressrecently, please
notify therectory of the change of address.
Let usbein touch. Thank you to those who
have alr eady notified us of changes.

12:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

Eternal Light burnsfor
+John & Olga Sukmann
Requ. By Mary Beth

Biune Cgitii0 B yects I1/IM ropursb 3a
+Ouabry i FOpis [Tonagun
Requ. By Joanne Bader

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!
Xpucroc Xpumaerbesi! B Mopaani!

Ko nisinyere 1aty Bamoro BiH4aHHS
YH XpelleHHs TO NPOCUMO IMOTOBOPHUTH 3
MapoxoMm, oo moTiM He 0yJI0 HENMOPO3y-
MinHsa. Mo:ke cTaTucs, 1o B 1ei 1eHb

O0yae HeMOKJIYBO Bi0OyTH 3a1UIsIHOBaHe.
* k% %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

U R Marngjan Groeggh

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS
; B = Q, b _.il_‘. 8.
4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)

Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
us raise money 09 S
for our Church gﬂp
by purchasing L pS

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
Pozmna IMOBUHHA HOBiJIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

“Special Appeal” - $250.00
Natalia Serediuk Soloczynskyj on the
occasion of 20" Wedding Aniversary!

vl 4 g &
Natalia Serediuk & dr. Andrew Soloczynsky;j
Saint Nicholas Church, Buffalo — Jan. 25, 92.

* k%

25-ro Ciuns npunajgae 20 JiTTs BiHYaHHSA
KOJHMIIHBOI napadisnku Haranii
Cepentok 3 ap. AnapieM Co/104MHCbKUM 3
Meas0opH, ABcTpaJis. Muoras Jlira!

49 Bimtisa Corwo3y YKpaiHoOK
nosifomuisie, mo 3 nepumoro Jirororo 2012
POKY PO3MOYMHAEMO HIOPIYHY 30ipKy HA
CTHIIEHAII A/ He3aMO3KHOI MOJIOAL B
Ykpaini. Yekn MoxkHa BUIIUCYBATH HA
Ukrainian National Women’s L eague.
MumnyJiopiuHi 3BiTH € y ped. CTunenaiii.

3a inpopManissMu NPOCHMMO 3BepTaATHCS

1o pedgepentok 49-ro Binainy:
3opsiuu Auummu-banyi — 668-9504
Oxcann Canaur — 832-9331

Crunenauiina Axuist 49 Bigginy CYA

Oles & Lyubov Cheren (Cataract
Press) from Clifton, New Jersey will be
visiting our parish today with alarge
selection of UKRAINIAN BOOKS, both
in Ukrainian and in English, including
religious, academic, history, literature,
dictionaries, arts and craftsand
children’s. D-V-D’s, C-Ds, GREETING
CARDS, SCARFSand EMBROIDERY
arealso available. These aredisplayed in
the church hall. A percentage of the
proceeds will be donated to our parish.
We encourage our membersand gueststo
take advantage of thisextraordinary
opportunity.

NPOLLUA OO NOPAOY |1 CB. 3EMII
(6-19 TPABHHA, 2012)
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski

Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

The Blessings of Homes
Father will attempt to bless as many homes
aspossiblethisyear. If for somereason he
does not make it to your home and you want
your house blessed, or if you would like a cer-
tain time of day, pleaselet Father know.

IlocTaparocs BinBigaT 3 6,1ar0CJI0BEHHAM
aoMiB. SIkiio He Oyay y Bac a XoTijiu 0u, 110
0 s1 NpuiIIoB, 200 € MPodJaeMa Jacy depes
MPAIio — MIPOCHMO JaTH 3HATH i mocTapaemo-
csl NpUIiTH y BiAnoBiaHMii yac.


http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.topsmarkets.com/
http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

The Ukrainian American
Y outh Association
of Buffalo, New York
Lesia Ukrainka Branch

Is pleased
to announce
their annual

TRADITIONAL
UKRAINIAN
NEW YEAR’'S DANCE
— MALANKA

Which will take place on
Saturday, January 28th, 2012

at the Ukrainian Cultural Center
“DNIPRO” hall located at:

CYM
. JIECI
VKPAIHKU
B Bodano H. 1.

BrnamroBye

TPAIULINHY
MAJIAHKY

SKa BIIOYIEThCS
B cy0oTy 28-r0 ciunsa 2012 p.
B 3J1X Y KpaiHChKOro Jlomy
“IIainpo” mpu 562 JIxeHeci ByII.

3ABABA - Pre Lenten

and

St. Valentine' s Day
DINNER-DANCE

‘ Saturday
2 February 11, 2012
7:00pm

St. John the Baptist Ukr. Cath. Church
3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore NY 14217

Tel:(716) 873-5011
stiohnmyparish@gmail.com

Parishioners and guests are invited to en-

Adopt a FRIEND for a Year!

The best way to enjoy the spirit of Christ-
masand St. Nicholasisto GIVE. Thereisa
group in our Parish, who have given all their
lives and now dueto sickness or older age,
they arenolonger ableto give. In someways
they areforgotten. Let usput alittle sunshine
in their livesand hereishow!

e Select a name (by contacting the rectory).

e Visit if possible at least once a month.

e Tell them what isgoing on in the parish.

e If possible, bring them alittle gift at
Christmas, their birthday, and Pascha...

o Beforeleaving, say a prayer with them.

Theyoung can also take part. Theelderly
love the young. Rhidna Skola could make
them cardsor alittlecraft. Plast & SUM can
do their share and maybe even get a badge
for their good deeds. Make it a family affair.
When we are young and healthy, we have a

joy arelaxing evening of musicand friendly hard time squeezing in God and Church, yet
atmosphere to the tunes of the band “Kar- when we grow older we have all thetimein
paty” from Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada. theworld to give to God and the Church but

Bodano H. 1.

II{upo 3anpouryemo Bce YKpaiHCbKe
rpomaassHcTBo micra bodadio i

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, New York

All areinvited to come and

join the celebration!

Music will be
provided by:

“Vechirka”

Music from 9:00 pm to 1:00 am
Champagne Toast

Ticketsare $30.00 and
$25 for studentsto 18 years

For Tickets Please Contact:

Helen Turyk 697-0807
William Serediuk  821-0711
Osyp Grega 604-4798

OKOJIMIb /10 YYACTH.
1

2

. - })I(—
J10 TaHI1B IpUrpaBaTuMe: ;"

opKecTpa K

1

“BEUYIPKA" &

3a06aBa o roa. 9:00 xo 1:00
“Champagne Toast”

Bineru: $30
$25 nas crynenTn o 18p.

Jlo 3amMoBJ1eHHs Oij1eTiB:

I'ansa Typuxk 697-0807
Bacuab Cepenrox  821-0711
Ocun I'pera 604-4798

Tickets: ADULTS $35.00
Children up to 14 yearsold FREE
(with parents)

H omemade Food,
Coffee,
Desert
- and
| I cash bar

will be available.

For table and tickets reservations:
call by February 05, 2012

(716) 873-5011
(347) 342-2208

EVERYONE WELCOME

areunable... Why not bring some sunshine
into someone else’sday? If thissoundslike
something you would be able to set asidetime
for, then please notify therectory, because
therearemany elderly peoplein our Parish
who could use your kindness and would
greatly appreciate your company!

* k% %

S cBimommii TOro, 110 MU BCi cTapaeMocst

? podutu 100po AJs inmmx. Bee k Taku 3aKk-

JINKAI0 0X0YHNX 3pOOUTH 11e OiHe J00pe aiIo0,
B imenni [lapoxii, npunaiiMHi pa3 Ha Micslb.

Y Hac neBHa KiJIbKiCHThL HEMIYHHX 0Ci0,
AKHX MM MOIJIM 0 BiiBigaTH i B TaKH cIOCi0
NMPUHECTH KiTbKa pajiCHUX XBUJIMH y IXHE
sKuTTA. Mosioaeui opranizauii MoxKyTh Ta-
KOK 11e 3p00OUTH, HIIP. 3aK0JISAYBATH Y L
yac. [Ipocumo nepeveratu ingopmanii nmo
aHrjaicbku. Jlyxe 1sikyemo.


mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com

3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

Big HanpaBHiwmx vacis CxigHa LiepkBa BBa-
Xae ocBsiYEeHY MOpAAHCLKY BOAY 3a BENUKY
CBATICTb Ta NPUNMCYE i YyAOAINHY cuny Ans
Aywi i Tina. CeaTuit Moan 3onotoycTui y
npono.igi Ha npa3HuK boroaBneHHs kaxe: "Y
Liel npa3HUK ONiBHOYI BCi, 3a4epnHyBLKX BOAW,
npuHoOCATH ii gogomy i 36epiratoTb yBech pik... |
AiETbLCA AWBHE ABULLE: Ta BOAA Y CBOIN iCTOTi
He NCYETLCA Bif AOBrOTH Yacy, ane 3ayepnHyTa
CbOrofHi, BOHa Yepe3 Linun pik, a Yacto i gga i
TPV POKM 30CTAETLCA He3incoBaHa i cBixa. | no
TaKiM J0BrimM Yaci BoHa Taka, sk i BoAa, LWoWHO
B3ATa 3 mxepena". peubka LlepkBa ansa nop-
AaHCbKOI BOAM Ma€ Ha3By Benuka "ariaama”,
TOOTO Benuka CBATICTb.

Konucb paBHo y Liepksi 6yB 3BM4an gaBatu
NUTU NOPAAHCLKY BOAY TUM, KOTO Yepe3s IKyCb
NPOBUHY He JONYLIEHO [0 CBATOrO NpUYacTs.
Haw Hapop cTaBuBCS [0 MOpAaHCLKOi BOAM 3
TaKoH BENIUKOK HabOXHICTHO, WO ax Ao ii ocBs-
YeHHs 36epiraB cTporui nicT i npunumas ii HaT-
e, Ha4ye npuyawarymck. Hawi BipHi kponunu
OpAAHCLKOK BOAOK BCi CBOI OYAUHKM 1 Line
obincTs, wob BigirHaTu Big cBOro rocnogapc-
TBa BCAKY HeuucTy cuny. | cboroaHi BOHM pago
BiTalOTb Yy CBOIX AOMaX CBALIEHWUKA, AKUNA LLO-
piuHO 6narocnoBuTL i 0CBAYYE iX i IXHI JOMU
OpPAAHCLKOK BOAOH.

Bipy Hawoi CxigHoi Liepksu B cuny i 6naro-
CIOBEHHA NOpAAHCLKOI BOAM HanKpalue Bia-
A3epKasntoe 3MiCT MONMTOB Ta 06padiB Benu-
Koro BogocBATTA. Y TMX MonuTBax 6arato pasis
npusuBaemo Ceatoro [lyxa, wob BiH 3inwos.,
OYUCTUB | OCBATUB BOAY Ta HafaB i NikyBanb-
HOI CMNK 3 KOPUCTIO ANA Aywi 1 Tina. Benuka
€KTeHis nig yac ocBsiYeHHA Boau Mae€ ax 26
npoxaHb, Ae € Taki cnosa: "LLo6 ocBATUNMCA
BOAM Lii cuMnot, AisHHAM i 3ilectam CesATOro
[Oyxa"; "LLlo6 Ha Boam Ui cxoamno oumwanbHe
AisHHA npecywHoi Tpounui"; "LLlo6 6yna im
AapoBaHa bnarogathb i3baBneHHs, Gnarocno-

BEHHA I7Iopp,a|-|03e, CUNOM0 i JisIHHAM i 3ilec-
Tam Ceatoro [lyxa"; "LLlo6 mu npocBiTunuca
NpocBiYeHHAIM po3yMmy i GnaroyecTs iwec-
Tam CeaToro [lyxa"; "LLlo6 Boaa us ctana
AapoM OCBSIYEHHS, i30aBNeHHAM Bif, rpixiB,
Ha 3UineHHa aywi i Tina, i Ha BCAKY ocobnuey
kopuctb"; "LLlo6 6yna BOHa Ha OYULLEHHSA
Ay i Tinec ycim, Wwo 3 Bipolo YepnaroTh i
npuyalalTLCA Het'".

apHi 3a cBOIM rMMGOKMM 3MiCTOM MONUTBU
OpAAHCLKOro BOAOCBATTA BennyakThb Mpe-
cATy Tponuto i npocatb Cesitoro [lyxa, wob
3iMwoB i cam ocBATUB BoAy. TyT nigkpecnio-
€TbCSA 3HAYEHHSA, CMna Ta CBATICTb opAaH-
cbkoro BoaocBATTA. Ocb AeLo 3 TuX Monu-
TOB: "[JHeCb NOpAaHCLKI BOAU NepeTBOpIo-
H0TbCA Ha uinwwi FocnogHimM npuwecTam...
[Hecb NOACHLKI rpixum HopAaHCLKMMU BOJaMU
obmuBaroTbCA. [IHeCh pai BiAKPUBAETLCA
noAAM i COHUe NpaBamn OCAETHLCSA HaM...
[Hecb My i36aBUNKCA Big AABHLOrO puAaHHSA
i, K HOBUM I3painb, cnacnucs. [lHecb Mu Bif
TbMMW BU3BONUNUCSA | CBITIIOM 6Oropo3yMiHHA
030pHEMOCH... [IHECH CBITNOM NPOCBiYYETb-
CA BCe CTBOPiHHS... Cam, OTXe, YonoBikonw6-
ye Llapto, npuiam i HuHi 3iwectam CeaToro
Teoro [lyxa, i ocBsaTn Bogy outo. | paii in 6na-
ronath i36aBneHHs, GnarocnosenHs Mopaa-
HOBeE, COTBOPM ii )Kepenom HeTNiHHA, AapoM
OCBAYEHHS, PO3PiLUEHHAM rpiXiB, 3UiNeHHAM
HeAyr, NOryoHo ANs AeMOHIB, Ans cynpo-
TUBHMUX CUN HEMPUCTYMHOK, aHreNbCLKOI
CUNU CNOBHEHOH, WOO YCi, Wo YepnawThb i
NpUyawWwarTbCs, Many ii Ha OCBAYEHHA Ayl i
Tinec, Ha 3UineHHs Bif TepniHb, Ha OCBAYEH-
HSl AOMiB, i Ha BCAAKMWA 0COONMUBUIA MOXUTOK... |
nojau ycim, Lo AOTOPKAKOTLCA A0 Hel i npu-
YawATLCA, | NTOMa3yHThCA HEH, OCBAYEHHS,
300pOBNSA, OYULLEHHSA | BnarocnoBeHHA".

(0. FonisH Kampiti ,MOPJAHCbKA BOJA —
BEJIUKA CBATICTb”.)

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

CHRIST ISBORN! January 22, 2012
GLORIFY HIM!
CHRIST ISBAPTIZED! IN THE JORDAN!

Dear ,
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)
Good Morning, hello to you, and you've
got mail! | hopeyour letter findsyou

healthy and happy in the Lord!

Thispast Monday wasthe federal holiday
remembering Martin Luther King, and that
meant no mail delivery. I’'m surethe mail
carriersenjoyed the day off, but | for one,
missed seeing those littlered, white and
blue trucks around the neighbor hood. Even
more, | missed seeing “ stuff” in our mail-
box.

Recently there has been much discussion
about thefinancial difficulties the Postal
service ishaving. We hope they can resolve
their problemswithout drastic changesin
the service because mail delivery iscer-
tainly an important, and very special part
of our life, especially if we are not computer
oriented. “That’'sme!” I'd hateto seeit
change too much. Yes, | know they bring
bills and sometimes bad news, but more
good things are delivered, like birthday,
anniversary and Christmas cards and won-
derful letters, both expected and unex-
pected! Thank you for the mail you send to
me. | loveit! © © ©

Thereporting of the political news has
been put on the back-burner thisweek as
thevery sad story of the damaged and sink-
ing cruise ship, Concordia, isin thelime-
light. Our prayersgo out to everyonein-
volved. First for the souls of the departed,
who never thought they would die that
night; then for those physically injured in
the crash; for those who may still be

trapped somewher e on that once floating
palace; and for all who have been affected
by thetragedy. What a sad, sad event!

Because of the newsreports about the
captain, and his per haps causing the acci-
dent, and then hisreaction toit, | especially
feel great sympathy for hisfamily. Can you
even imagine the burden they areall carry-
ing?! What if he has children? How will
they even go to school without being
taunted and condemned for their father’s
alleged actions, both before and after the
crash?! Lifeiscertainly “likea Fiddler on
theroof.” One minute we are singing and
dancing and hearing the beautiful music,
and in the next instant everything is
changed. Let uspray for all those who died
and for those who have been injured in any
way.

Hereit isJanuary
22 and I’'m not in
Washington, D.C.
Today, Sunday
January 22 marks
the 39" anniversary
of the Roevs Wade
decision of the Su-
preme court which
“legalized” abor -
tion in thiscountry.
For quiteafew
yearsnow | have
been dreaming about being part of the
“March for Life” in our nation’s capital. |
won'’t be able to get there again this
year ....maybe next year....But | am grate-
ful therewill once again be those gr eat
crowds of pilgrimswho will be mar ching
and praying on Sunday, and then again on
Monday. Since the anniver sary of the deci-
sion falls on a Sunday, the actual march
will be held on Monday thisyear.



http://www.nysrighttolife.org/how-your-church-can-help-save-lives

| will definitely betherein spirit aswe ac-
company those thousands upon thousands
of marcherswith our prayers. Let usall
pray for them and their well-being, but
most of all let uspray for an end to abor -
tion in this country. So many, many of the
problems and hopelessness of this country
arearesult of what we do to those poor in-
nocent soulsin the mother’swomb! “We
live in a Satanic Culture which haslost its
senseof sin.” Benedict XVI. “A nation
that killsit own children isa nation W|thout
hope.” John Paul 11. ‘

Even though we are still us-
ing our seasonal Christian
greetings, this Sunday marks
the start of “the great over-
lap” in the Liturgical cycle of
our Church year. No sooner
do wefinish the Christmas/
Theophany holy daysthan we
quickly find our selves opening
the Triodion (the Lenten
Book). Today, according to
the Gregorian (n.s.) calendar
isthe 32" Sunday after Pen- ~ SErCaa
tecost, when we hear the gospel about Zac-
cheus. Yep, thisisthe day thelittle guy
climbsup thetree! Next week we begin the
first of thefour Sundays of preparation,
then -- Boom! -- and we arein the haly,
beautiful and grace-filled time of the Great
Fast.

Thistime of the “ great overlap” when we
are celebrating two, seemingly different
holy days, issimply the continuation of the
cycleof our year. | mentioned thisallittle
bit two weeks ago, when | wr ote about the
Nativity icon and how “the Baby Jesus
wrapped in swaddling clothes’ makesus
awar e that one day He would be wr apped
in the shroud for Hisburial. And that isthe

complete JOY of our lifel What isit Fa-
ther always says? “No matter wherewe
are, or no matter what good to horrible
situation we may find ourselvesin, so long
aswe havethe Lord, we have every-
thing!” So enjoy the beauty and wonder
of the season...thejoy of the Baby, “ Boh
predvichny-God Eternal,” who isborn
for usand for our salvation. He came, He
lived among us, He suffered, He died, and
then, and THEN....HE ROSE FROM
THE DEAD! Hlsresurrectlon becomes
our resurrection for He
callsall of usto Eternal
Life. How blessed we ar el
So that which looks like
an overlap isreally the one
continuing story of our life
in the Lord. Our good God
liveswith us still! Our good
God guidesour life! Indeed
He knowsthe number of the
hairson our head and
knows what we need even
before we ask.

. What a tremendous and
Ilfe-glvmg gift we havein our holy Faith!
May it ever be growing and strong aswe
celebrate the life of our Lord among us!

God willing, and the creek don’t rise or
the snowsdon’t pileup, I'll writeto you
again next week. So | hope your winter
will be short and the sun will shine longer
and longer for you. My dear reader, may
this same good God comfort you and be
with you in your joysand in your sor-
rows, may He cause Hisfaceto shine
upon you and blessyou! May our Holy
L ady, the Theotokos protect you!

In Hislove,
Father Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

It was St. Paul who wrotein hisletter tothe
Philippians (1:3) “1 thank my God every time |
remember you.” | wasin the mall the other day
with my son, John Paul, trying to find him a
new pair of snow pantsfor these Buffalo win-
terswe experience. ‘Whereisthat gift certifi-
cate? | wondered out loud as| dug through my
mammoth-sized pursefilled with junk. The
storeclerk stood idly by watching me fumble
through my bag for afew minutes. It was de-
finitively time to clean out my purse. How often
| avoid sorting through everything I have stuck
in therefor monthsat atime, and herel was
waiting in line to pay for the snow
pants. ‘Maybel should dumpiitin
the garbage and get a new purse;” |
said half-jokingly with the now impa-
tient clerk. After thewhole ordeal
wasover, | became motivated, so
when | returned home, | dumped my
purse on the bed and began cleaning
it out. It surprised me how such a
mundane task had becomeare- -
minder of the most important part of life—the
peoplewelove. | laughed at the receipt for my
son’s light-up Cars sneakersthat he loved so
much hetried towear them to bed. | cried at
the ‘mother and son’ picture John Paul drew
me back in September, when he started thefirst
grade. | reminisced about my memories of the
Christmas Holiday with my family, when |
came acr oss the calendar datesand events| had
tucked in my wallet, so | would not forget where
to go and on which days. My mouth watered at
afavoriterecipefor lemon pudding cake my sis-
ter had cut out of the newspaper for me, and
then | paused to study a photo of my father
playing with John Paul in the snow. | came
across the Barnes and Noble gift card my
mother gave meto use with my son, and the
ticket stubsfrom thelast movie we went to with
my friend and her two boys. Then some special
rocks from my son, spilled out of the side pocket
of my purseand | wasfilled joy as| thought of
our tripsto Disney, Cleveland, and Crystal

Beach this past summer; and my friend teach-
ing John Paul how to skip rocks on the surface
of the Lake Ontario. It surprised me how such
a mundanetask of cleaning had become such a
wonderful reminder of the peoplel love. Asl
looked at the contents of my purse spread out
all over my bed, | thanked God for every one of
them. And just how blessed | truly am to have
the family and friends| love, which the good
Lord hasgiven me.

Christ comesto usin the people we meet
every day, through the gifts of love, humility,
patience, and kindness. But we need to become

Ilke I|ttle children today, we need to spiritually

climb the sycamore tree with Zac-
chaeus - so we might rise above our
foolish caresand begin to see clearly
that which istruly needed in our lives
—agenuine relationship with our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Even
Zacchaeus, experienced a humbling
transfor mation, a conversion of his
heart, and adopted a new attitudein
hislife. Salvation was brought to his

home asrestitution came over hisheart. Let

us make haste and come down from our sins
and pride, make haste to humble our selves and
appreciate ever ything that we do have in our
lives. | am not talking about our possessions,
but rather the people we love and therelation-
ship we havewith the Lord, who givesusall
things. Our sycamoretreeisthe Holy Church;
from thisplace we look toward Christ for the
forgiveness of our sinsand the reformation of
our lives. Zacchaeuswas given a second chance
to begin leading ajust and righteouslife. This
under sized man was theleast likely to succeed,
the least likely to share, and the most unlikely
candidate to be saved - but Jesus proclaimed
him a" Son of Abraham”. When we allow our
livesto change course, and reflect all the full-
ness of God that isrevealed to usthrough
Christ Jesus—our livesaretransformed in ex-
traordinary ways. God does not love us be-
cause we are good, but we can become good be-
cause Heloves us.



