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Christ Is Born! Glorify Him! Xpuctoc Paxnaetbca! Cnasimo!
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITix Onikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM +Olena Chomyn (Daughter Maria)

22 CiyHga: H. no BorosiBneHHi

Jan. 22: 36 S. after Pentecost

No noon Liturgy — Christmas Dinner

Monday, January 23 Ciuns, MoHeginok

8:00 AM 3a 3gopoB’s AHHI i B HaM. poauHU

Tuesday, January 24 Ciuns, BiBTOpok

8:00 AM +Mapra, puropit, Bacunb
(Mapist boaHap)

Wednesday, January 25 CiuHsa, Cepeaa

12:00 PM +Nicholas Nesteruk - 40 d. (Family)

Thursday, January 26 Ciunsa, YetBep

9:00 AM +o. Onekciii i Ctecpanis KobpuH
(Irop T'ine)

Friday, January 27 Ciuns, [1’'aTHuuA

9:00 AM +Onbra benbmera (B. i H. Mapk)

Saturday, January 28 Ciuns, Cy6oTa

4:30 PM +Sophie Sudyn (Betty Kitt)

10:00 AM  3A YKPAIHCbKW/ HAPIL,
(OepxaBHULbKUA DPOHT)

Mpocdopa no Ceartiv Jlityprii

29 CiyHga: Hepinsa 3akxes

10:00 AM +AHppin Toma [1KyH (poauHa)

Jan.29: SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS

Annual Parish Prosphora
Today is our Prosphora Dinner.
Envelopes are provided for free will
offering. (Sugested donation is $10.00
per person, but any offering
bigger/smaller will be fine)
CboroaHi Hawa lMpocdopa
PisaB’aHum o0iga.

KoBepTn npurotoBaHi
Ha JOOPOBINbLHI AaTKM.

12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

Eternal Light burns for UKRAINE

BiyHe Csitno B yectb M.4.M.
ropuTb B HaM. YkpaiHcbkoro Hapoay

—> bnarocnoseHHs goMiB — no borosBnexHi!
3aknuuy konu 6yay y Bawii okonuui.
TaKoX MOXeTe CKOHTaKTyBaTUCA 3i MHOIO i
AOroBOPUTMCA O MEBHY Aaty i yac. fiskyio!
—> Blessing of the houses - after Theophany!

Will call when | am in your area.
If you want to make sure that Your home is
blessed this year. Please call to arrange.

2017 LUC dues of $7.00
are now payable to
lhor Pereyma.
Dues can be sent to

38 Lester St. Buffalo, NY 14210.

Who are the altarboys in the

middle of the bulleten and
what was the year?

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTtbcsa! CnaBimo!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, {Jeweﬁ'y & Em 61’01'&?1
photos on facebook.com

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWARE
TONAWANDA,

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Jahawryiuk@gmall com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
oy
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN 2. YipaiHcbka
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OENEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

For All of Your Ol
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Loo
Many Varieties of:

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

e 2321 Millersport Hwy.
81} Amherst (Getille Plaza)
\ITTER

688-1495

4166 Union Rd., Yo
Cheektowaga, NY (in dirport Plaza) g
630-0130

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch

Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.rufcu.org

Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday
| 9:30 am - 5 pm |
[1OH., BIBTOPOK, YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUg
|9:30 am-7 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday
|9:30 am -5 pm |
3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUS
|9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CeppaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Peter & Mary Ann Blendonohy - $3,000.00
N.N - $3,000.00

Special Appeal
IMO of Andrew Thomas Diakun
Roman & Irete Tschip - $25.00

IMO of Nicholas Nesteruk
Maria Bodnarskyj - $20.00

Bulletin Printing Fund
N.N - $2,000.00

Thank You for your donations!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI

TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Coto3 YkpaiHoK
Amepuku

CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Binniny CYA B badchano nosigomnse,
o 3 nepworo nrotoro 2016 p.
pO3noYMHaETLCA 36ipKa Ha
CtuneHpininm ®onp CYA,
AN He3aMOoXHOI monopAi B YKpaiHi...
[lonomora € gyxe noTpidHa.
Yekn npocMmo BUNMCYyBaTH Ha
Ukrainian National Women’s League.
MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pechepeHTok CYA
3a inchopmauiamu cnip 3BepTaTuca Jo:
3opsHa byHu - 668-9504
OxkcaHa Canpgur - 832-9331
CtunenpiHa Akuis 49ro Biaginy CYA

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS OUR CHURCH KITCHEN

reopenep January 13.

Thank you, kitchen ladies, for coming on
Friday mornings to prepare varenyky for
the church kitchen during past year.
Your help week after week is greatly
appreciated.

We need help in this year also to
continue helping our Parish.
Thank you in advance and may
the Lord bless you a hundredfold.

Donations Toward Coffee Hour

(To pay our Yearly Communication
Assessment Fee)

Fred & Nadia Marc
Anna Poliszczuk

The cost for food for each Sunday is
about $50.00 Your donations are gladly
accepted. We use them to buy supplies,

entire weekly profit is used toward the
yearly Communication Fee of $3600.00.

Thank you for your help.
Elaine

Our Easter Dinner - week after Easter,
April 23, 2017. Baked Goods, as usual,
would be greatly appreciated.

CesAveHHe uepksu CB. Mukonas
Binobyaetbca 23 KeitThs, 2017.

May 14 - Mother’s Day Breakfast
CHig. 3 Harogu [IHa Marepi -14 TpaBHs.



http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

PLEASE NOTE: - YBAT'A! YBATI'A!

—> Children’s Liturgy, Sunday, January
29, 2017 at 10:00AM. All children are
encouraged. Refreshments for the
children will follow the Liturgy.

Cs. Jlityprisa ans 3 yyactio aitun 6yne
29 Ciyns 0 10 ropa. lMepekycka no
NMityprii. Mpocumo B3ATH yYacTb!

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be
February 26. Please attend.

Haui Piyni 3aranbH 360pu 6yayTb 26
IMoToro no Ca. Jlityprii.

EASTER this year is April 16, 2017.
It will be good to celebrate together:
Gregorian & Julian Calendars.

BenukaeHb uboro poky oyae 16 KeiTHs,
2017. byne rapHo CBATKyBaTW pa3oM
SIK 0Ha napoxis.

May 21, 2017 - Solemn Holy Communion

TopxectBeHHe CB. Mpuyactra 6yae y
Heainw, 21 TpasHa o 10 roa,. Mis Ha niB.

Please pick up your church envelopes.
The cost per box is $6.00. If you did not
receive a box of envelopes and would like
to use the envelopes during the upcoming
year, please notify the Parish Office.

Mpocnmo B3ATH LEePKOBHi KOBEPTM.
FAKwo He MoXeTe IX 3HaNTWU, NOBIAOMITb.
Askyemo!

3AMNPOLUEHHA

Bynasa 9-oro Bigginy H0-CYM im. batypuH
B bodhano mae waHy 3anpocuTmh Bee
YKpalHCbKe rpoMagsiHCTBO, Ha

CYMIBCbKY AINUHKY

CesaTouHa [Nporpama

Binbyaetbes B cyboTy, 4-ro nrotoro 2017
p. o rog. 1:30 no non.
B YkpaiHcbkomy [omi [Hinpo npu 562
[xeHeci Byn. bogarno.

3 CYMiBCbKIM NpUBITOM:
YecTb Ykpainu! [oToB BopoHuMTM!
bynasa t0-CYM

INVITATION

Buffalo Branch of the Ukrainian American
Youth Association
cordially invites you and your family to our

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS YALYNKA

Which will take place on Saturday,
February 4, 2017 at 1:30pm at
Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” 562
Genesee St., Buffalo

Glory to Ukraine! We are ready to defend!
Board of UAYA Buffalo

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you!

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWE L NERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www_stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %PS

us raise money

for our Church by

purchasing Top’s never stops

Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rpilMKU YK KapTOUKOIO, ane LepKBa AictaHe Big

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTY CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
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http://www.stamforddio.org/

3 papia " Muaocepannii Gamapanuu"
(Mamp. Cesmocnas)

OcHoBHa Tema npasHuka borosiBneHHs — ue npo-
cBiYeHHS. "CBiTNO HeAOCTyNHe 3iNWNOo CLOroAHi Ha
Bclo BceneHHy, 3'aBunock iii i Hac onpomiHuno” -
3MiCT KOHZaKa Liboro npasHuka. A Tponap 3akiH4y-
€TbcA cnoBamu: "locnogw, Wo 3'aBMBCA i CBIT Npo-
cBiTuB, cnasa Tobi"...

Xpuctoc npuxoauTs Ha piky MopaaH. Biukui Bor,
wo y ceoeMy Pi3aBi BONSMOTUBCA i CTaB NIOAUHOLO
niacymyBaB BCHO iCTOpPil0 CTapo3aBiTHLOro 60xoro
niogy i Tenep CTOITb Hap WOPAAHCLKUMU BOAAMM,
TaK K konuchb Icyc HaBuH, wo 3a MocnogHim kueo-
TOM BBINWOB B MopAaHcbki Bogu. Toai Boam Uiei
piku posctynunucs i I3painb, nogibHo sik ue 6yno B
YepBoHOMY MOpi nig-yac Buxogy 3 €runty, nepen-
WOBLLK NO AHi MOpPSA BCTYNMB B 3eMI0 00iTOBaHY.
CworopHi Icyc Xpuctoc, sikoro koByer 3aBiTy OyB
TiNbku npoo6pasom, BxoauTs B Wopaaw ans Toro,
wWwob po3cTynunuca BXe He BOAU, ane Hebeca, Wwob
BBECTU NIOAUHY BXE He Nnuwe B AKYCb 3eMHY Aiu-
CHiCTb, ane AapyBaty i HebecHy ocento. Beinwos-
wu B icTopito AK noguHa, BoxectBeHHUn Cnacwu-
Tenb CTa€ MiX HEeMiYHUMM nOAbMM, | NOAIOHO fK
BOHM niagxoanTb do IBaHa.

3ycTpiv Mix IBaHOM i XpucTom € gyxe rnmbokoro
Ta 3Hauyywoto. TyT He npocTo 3ycTpinucb XpecTu-
Tenb i KasaHHUK. TyT 3ycTpinuck bor i nroauHa, Ho-
Buii Agam — XpucToc i Hawapok ctaporo Agama —
IBaH. MpeaTeya BigvyBae 3 TpeneTom, WO CTOITb
nepea FocnogoMm, BiH He Moxe Moro xpectutn 6o
BiH GesrpiwHun. IBaH Xpectutenb cam notpebye
cunu XpeweHHs [lyxom CBATUM i Tak fiK NnoguHa
novyBaeTbCA 6e3cnnoto B NPUCyTHOCTI cunu Boxoi,
TaK i BiH N0OYyBa€TbCA HEMIYHMM i FPILIHUM CTBOPIH-
HAM nepepq obnuyusam Bora Teopus i Cnacutens.
lMpeaTeya B Uil XBUNKHI He po3yMie BUMOrY XpucTa,
He 3Hae Le, Wo NpUcyTHiCTL Cnacutens nepeMiHUTb
3MicT Toro obpsAy, AKWA BiH BXe AABHO YMHWUTbL B
nycTuHi. BnokopeHHsi bora nepea nAUHON B LN
3ycTpivi Mae nepemiHuTK IBaHOBe XpeELUEHHS, camy
NOAVHY | Bce CTBOPIHHA. XpUCTOC CXUNAIE FONOBY
nepea Xpectutenem i npUiUMae Moro XpeLueHHs.

Came Tenep, yepe3 ynokopeHHsi Icyca Xpucra
nposiBNAETLCA AifinbHa cuna boxa i noumHaeTbea
HOBe COTBOPEHHSA. B LUboMy Aini HOBOro coTBOpEH-
HA 06’aBnseTbCA MpeceaTa Tpinua. Ak Ha novatky,
[Oyx Boxwii WwnpsAB Hap Bogamm, B LIMX BOAAX CTOITh
Hoewit Anam, a ronoc Otus nporonowye Woro cu-
HiBCTBO. B 04HY MMTbL MU BiguyBaEmMo NPUCYTHICTb
BiYHOCTi, OCKINbKM B LN nogii NPUCTYTHI BCi Yacu:
MUHYMNWIA, TenepiLHin | ManbyTHIN.

B muHynomy, Boam xaocy 6ynu nepemiHeHi Teop-
yum Cnosom i Cunoto flyxa Boxoro B cepepoBuiLe,
sike paBano 3 cebe xutTa. licns rpixonagiHHa Bogn
noTony nokasanu NoavHi CBOK BOPOXICTb Ta Npu-
HECNN He XUTTA, ane cMepTb i came rony6 npuHic
3HaK NPUMUPEHHS.

CnoroaHi Boau MopaaHy 3HOBY CTalOTh XUTTEAAIN-
HUMMU, AIKi OCBAYYIOTH | 3SMMBaIOTb Xaoc, AKUIA HaCTy-
nuB Yepes rpix nroguHu. CboroaHi Xpuctoc Lew rpix
BUNIKOBYE, 0GHOBNSE NOANHY, POOUTD ii HOBUM CO-
TBOpPiHHAM. [BaH knage pyky Ha ronoBy Icyca i xpec-
1L Woro, ane ogHouacHo Mocnoab 3HoBY Gepe B
PyKu NIOANHY, 3HOBY TBOPUTb i 3 NOPOXY 3eMHOrO,
Kyau noBepHyB ii rpix, Bauxae B Hei Ceoro [lyxa.
Take XpeweHHs [lyxom pobuTb Hac, Hawy Aywy
cnpaBgi X1BOH, 5K Le 6yno Ha noyatky. Oteub Bia-
KpMBa€ HaMm npaBay Npo Te, Wo MU Oynu COTBOPEHi
Ansa Toro, WwWob otpumatu aap Boxoro ycMHoOBNEHHS,
cratu cuHamu Boxumu no 6naropari. Lie Ao KoxHo-
ro 3 Hac Haw Oteub HebGecHun npomoBnsie yepes
Xpucta: “Tu € mint cuH ynro6nenun!”. Nlwwe Ton xTo
npuiHAB XpeweHHa [lyxom Cesatum Big Xpucrta B
im’a MpeceAToi TpoWui MOXe CMINUBO Ha3uBaTU
Bora cBoi OTueMm.

Bauumo Tex i obpa3 manbyTHboro. I'pixonagiHHs
Apama 3akpuno noguHi Hebo, no36asuno i TUX Aapis,
ANns SKUX BoHa byno cotBopeHa. CborogHi [lyx y Buai
ronyba 3HOBY cnoBillae NOANHI 3ammpeHHs 3 Borom.
Bipkputi Hebeca y HopaaHCLKMUX Bodax nokKasyoTb, WO
B XpUCTi KOXeH 3 Hac oTpumye goctyn go aomy OTus.
HoBe coTBOpiHHA y XpUCTi CbOrogHi BO3BIlLAE HaMm HO-
Be Hebo i HOBY 3eMnto, sika Oyae 06’aBneHa cunot bo-
OO BKiHUi BiKiB Bicnsi 0oCcTaTO4HOI nepemoru Hag rpi-
XOM, NoAi6HO AK | kKonuck hapaoH 3i CBOIMM criyramu.

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. (S.A.S.)

In today's Gospel reading, as Jesus was nearing
Jericho, a blind man was seated by the roadside,
begging. When the man heard the crowd going by, he
asked what was happening. And they told him: "Jesus
of Nazareth is passing by." The blind man called out:
“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me,” and the
multitude including the Apostles tried to silence him so
that Jesus would not hear him. But the blind man kept
crying out in faith, he would not be silenced. When the
Lord is made aware of the commotion, he has the man
brought before Him, and says, "What do you want Me
to do for you?" the blind man showed his faith by
asking Jesus simply and forthrightly for what he
needed, what he desired more than anything - to be
able to see. The Lord told him, "Receive your sight,
your faith has healed you,” and immediately the man
regains his sight. We are also told that the man
continued on in his faith, because after he was healed,
“...he went and followed Jesus and glorified God”. The
blind man of Jericho’s faith was very strong, but the
real question we need to ask ourselves today is
whether we can demonstrate such a level of faith in our
own lives? In many ways the world is fighting our faith,
telling us to be "quiet" or trying to silence us among
the daily conformities of life. But do we listen to the
world? It can be something as simple as, we are afraid
to make the sign of the cross when we have a meal
among our business associates. Or we may justify
false and foolish priorities, because others are doing
the same. We listen to the multitude, listening to the
crowd, instead of crying out again and again, "Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me." Do we ask the Lord
for the things we need? And even more so, do we truly
believe that Jesus can provide us with what we need
the most?

It is found in the special choice of words, "Jesus,
Son of David" by which the blind man is recognizing
who Jesus is; He is the Messiah, the promised seed of
the line of David. The recognition of Jesus is the basis
of everything else that happens. St. Luke never stops
making the person of Jesus the priority of his
Gospel. Even today, what you believe about the
person of Jesus is the single most important thing in
your life. It is on that question alone that all of Eternity
rests. "Who is this man we call Jesus?" As | grow

older, | become more and more in tune with the lesson
of asking the Lord for the things that my family needs.
Asking often involves a great deal of prayer. When we
get angry, do we pray and ask God to help us with our
anger? When we have difficulty with loved ones, do we
ask God to give us patience? Whenever we have a
need, do we stand before God in faith and ask Him to
help us? When there is a family crisis or some
approaching calamity, do we cry out to the Lord for
help, like this blind man of Jericho, or do we lack the
faith to believe that Jesus will provide for what we truly
need? Our sins and our passions also try to silence
us. But if we cry strongly when sin tries to silence our
voice, and if our call to Jesus rises above our passions,
then our faith is indeed a faith that is able to save us.
This blind man in today’s Gospel was not a preacher,
he was not a man of God in the sense of the Pharisees
back then or the clergy who lead our Church today, and
he was not of wealth or even educated in the ways of
the world. But he was a man of faith, a blind beggar
who had more faith then most — because he would not
be silenced. He knew who Jesus was and he believed
that Christ could heal him. Perhaps this man was
physically blind, but he had amazing spiritual insight.
And that speaks volumes to each of us as we consider
today’s Gospel reading and how it affects our own
lives. Are we growing enough spiritually to have this
insight in Christ, this awareness of our faith, or are we
simply the blind leading the blind?

Several years ago, | took my son John Paul to the
circus for the first time. He was only 3 years old then
and the show was a little long at times for a toddler, but
he really enjoyed the animals. However, as the
acrobats, clowns, and other acts neared their second
hour, my son started to get fidgety. After all, we had
come to see one thing - the elephants — which my son
loved with a passion. After the show, we returned to
the car to head home, and that is when my son noticed
an elephant eating behind the circus tent. We walked
as near as we could to this enormous beast and were
enthralled by its quiet magnificence. Little was said as
we watched with wide-eyed curiosity as the elephant
dined on fresh hay. One question, however, begged to
be asked. In three-year-old broken English my son
voiced what | had been thinking myself: “How come
that big old elephant doesn’t tear down this fence and



escape to freedom?” | pondered that question as |
noticed the elephant glance up every now and then to
peer through the fence holes. Just beyond that wire
enclosure was a whole world of activity and thrills. To
me, the elephant seemed to long for freedom. If only he
knew that his little fence was nothing compared to his
innate strength. My son asked a question about the
elephant that might also be asked of the sheep of God’s
pasture. Why don’t the people of God, who can tap into
so much divine power, just like the blind man from
today’s Gospel - why don’t we break through the
barriers that keep us from experiencing an abundant
relationship with God? The blind man broke through
his enclosure - his blindness; he raised his voice above
the crowd and refused to be silence, because he had
enough faith to believe in the divine power of Christ. So
why do we hesitate to push through our own obstacles,
the things that enclose our daily lives, in order to reach
out to Jesus? What is different about our faith that
makes us shortsighted? In order to experience the
fullness of God in our lives and to develop this blind
man’s level of faith - we need to believe that the power
of God can break through every enclosure, every
obstacle, and every hardship we face, and bring us that
much closer to God.

Faith is indeed a quality that must be tested to be
formed. God is constantly interrupting our lives in
many new and exciting ways. To be persistent in our
faith, means that we must be willing to see God in all
things, whether it is in the midst of our suffering or in
the simple joy of each new day. Like the blind man in
today’s Gospel, we must have enough faith to ask God
for what we need and believe that we will receive it.
Jesus knew that this man would glorify God. He knew
all aspects of his faith: from his belief that He was the
Son of God, to his persistence in his supplication, to
his thankfulness and rejoicing afterward. And part of
asking in faith also includes our reaction. After God
has given us what we have asked for — what is our
response? Jesus has given us the pearl of great price
- our salvation! Yet we forget so often to give thanks
to Him even when we do not know how many
opportunities we have left. We see with our eyes, we
have a certain amount of physical vision, and yet many
of us walk blindly in spirit. We fail to recognize that
God is present in everything that we do. The Lord is

found in the way our words encourage others, the
kindness we show to those in need, the patient and gentle
way we raise our children in faith, and all the incredible
things we are capable of doing with the unique talents the
Lord has bestowed on each of us. If we consider people
from the Bible, Jonah was a man of great faith, but he did
not start off that way. When God interrupted his life and
first spoke to Jonah, he ran away from God - in fact He is
the only prophet who ran away from what God was asking
him to do. But then Jonah found himself in the belly of a
whale and had a change of heart. He found His way back
to God by initiating one of the greatest revivals of faith,
because he listened to the Word of God and believed in
what God said to him.

Even though this blind man's predicament was bleak,
even though he faced relentless opposition, he refused to
allow the blessing of Jesus to pass him by. God honors
persistence, whether it is in our faith, our prayer life, or
our giving to others. So many times we give up just short
of the blessing. An elderly lady was once asked by a
young man who had grown weary in the fight, whether he
ought to give up the struggle. "I am beaten every time,"
he said dolefully. "I feel | must give up." To which the
older lady replied, gently smiling into the troubled eyes of
the young man before her, "Did you ever notice that when
the Lord told the discouraged fishermen to cast out their
nets again, it was right in the same spot where they had
been fishing all night and caught nothing?" God never
leaves us without encouragement. Every moment of
every day is a blessing, but how often do we see God
in every moment and praise Him for the blessings we
receive! We must learn to ask God for what we need,
and part of asking with faith is also, how we react after
God gives us what we have asked for. We must look at
the example of the blind man to teach us this. Today, |
ask you to feel Christ in your heart, and see Him with
your inner eye of faith. Lord Jesus, open the eyes of
our hearts to see and understand the fullness of life in
you. Enable us to perceive the depth of our sin and the
magnitude of your grace. Give us the eyes of faith to
see your handiwork in all of creation and the extent of
your love in the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb
- as well as the providence of your blessing in family,
friends, and opportunities to better serve in your Name.
My brothers and sisters, let us never hesitate to ask the
Lord for what we need and trust in the manner to which
He provides: “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me.”

From the archives. 3 apxiBiB.




