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Today we invite all of you for our Prosphora — Christmas Dinner.

1 Thanks are extended to all those, who helped in any way. God Bless you!
CborogHi, 24 Ciuns, Mpocdopa, Pizas’aHun 06ia. NpocMmo B3ATH yYacTb.
[OsKyeMo BCiM TUM, LIO NiAFOTOBNANM, WO NPUHECNU conoake, abo y AKUKA

N Hebyab conocid gonomornu. Hexan Mocnoab 6narocnoBuTs!




GHURGH BULLEGTIN
January 24 — pAJK! — 24 Ciunsn

IEPKORHHI RICHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM +Taras Sarachman (Joanne Bader)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
7= (Ilix Omikoxo I1.J1.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'1A

Jan. 24. S. Prodigal Son — bnyaHoro CuHa

24 CiyHs: H. no BorosiBneHHi

No NOON Liturgy — Hema Bignpasu
Monday, January 25 Ciuns, MoHeginok
8:15 AM +AnHa KomaH (€. I1.)

Tuesday, January 26 Ciuns, BiBTOpok
9:00 AM Int of Olga Luniw - 99th birthday
Wednesday, January 27 Ciunsa, Cepeaa
9:00 AM +Anna Burda (Mary Ann DuBois)
Thursday, January 28 Ciunsa, YetBep
9:00 AM +Mapis MnoTkoBCbKa
(Migis I'pewmniunn)

Friday, January 29 Ciuns, M’'aTHuuA
9:00 AM +Olga Belmega

(Danusia Chutko & daughters)
Saturday, January 30 Ciuns, Cy6oTa
4:30 PM +Yaroslawa Petriwsky (Maria Plotycia)

10:00 p. 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

Mpocdopa cborogni no Ca. Jlitypril.
MPOCUMO 10 YHACTH!

Chrismas Dinner will take place
today after Liturgy. Please take part!

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk
79 Southridge Dr

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery
photos on facebook.com

West Seneca NY 14224

jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

112 DLLAWARE
TONAWANDA, !
FAX: (716)

WWW. redstarautomotlve.com

31 Ciynga: 30 H. no 3icnanHi C.. flyxa

Jan. 31. Meat-Fare S. - M’'aconycHa H.

12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a lNapoxisH
R A T L AR TR TR S TR
> > > NOXEPTBU ANA YKPAIHN < < ¢«
: Please donate

For Children:
New Cloths, Shoes, Toys

For adult men:

e Socks (warm)
e Hats (winter)
e Fleece Sweaters and Pants
e Men’s Thermal Top and Pants
¢ Undergarments
e T-Shirts
Box is in Vestibule.

10:00 p. B Ham Bonogumupa (Mama)

BiuHe CBitno B yecTh lpecs.
Boropoauui roputh 3a
MWUP B YKPAIHI

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin

Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Eternal Light burns for
All sick and suffering

Fell asleep in the Lord

+John Godzuk
Funeral will be in OLPH
Lackawanna
Saturday, January 30 at 10 AM

Panachyda services:

Friday 7 PM &
Saturday 9:30 AM
Colonial Memorial Chapel

In Lackawanna

We extend our sympathy

to the Family and friends.

May he rest with the Lord
Eternal memory! Vichnaya Pamiat’!

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
.
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkrAINIAN 4. YikPAiHCDKA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OELEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNUTKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLwue iHchopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbanA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaT Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:

Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd,, Sl 2321 Millersport Hwy.

Cheektawa?3 a, NY ﬁuAarpartP!nzu} ﬁ m’gﬂ, Amhtérgfs(ﬁﬁuéigﬂmﬁ

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepegayvy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHnH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

outside and check on the bird. Outside
lay a cardinal that was seemingly lifeless.
David could have easily thrown it to the
garbage container nearby, but instead He
picked it up and gently held it between
his hands. At the same time, he was
praying in between breaths: "Please
don't go, God please save this little bird."
Ever so slowly, the bird began to stir.
David continued holding it until he felt
the bird was strong enough to be re-
leased. Its beautiful red wings glistened
along the snow as it slowly flew among
the trees. As David went back inside the
house, thoughts raced through his mind
of how similar life can be for each of us...
Sometimes life's troubles can seem
paralyzing, making us feel incapacitated
and lifeless. But, we need to take heart,
for we have a God that is greater than all
our troubles. If we remain faithful, He
promised in Isaiah 46:4 that He will watch
over us and rescue us from our
troubles. Our loving God is restoring,
and His mercies are new every morning.

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

Thanks are extended to all those:

e who helped January 17 to put back the books
into the Rectory and putting order into the
Church Kitchen.

e who made varenyky and prepared for our
Christmas Dinner (Prosphora).

e who volunteer during the week.

e who help during the service in the church
and with the religion.

e who donate their time, talent and treasure.
e who helped in any way.

Thank You! [skyemo!
A et L T A R TR TN S

Donations Towards Coffee Hour
(used to pay Yearly Communication
Assessment Fee to the Stamford Eparchy)
will be gladly accepted. The cost for
food for each Sunday is about $50.00
Using the Coffee Hour Fund money to
buy supplies lets us put the entire
weekly profit toward the yearly
Communication Fee of $3,600.00.
Thank you for your help. - Elaine

T A et L AR T NSRS T

The Cardinal 2. “Thgsehwl;-o
One September morning, the quietness w(i)lll)i e’r?etweth :i: d
of the house was disturbed by a familiar strength, they
thud. Another bird hit the window. Having will soar’on
been used to these occurrences, David wings like

usually ignore whenever these things eagles; they will

happened. But that particular morning, it run and not grow weary, they will walk and
felt different. David was prompted to go not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31).


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

SANIPOULEHHA

Bbynaaga 9-oro Bigainy FO-CYM
iMm. barypun
B bogaJio
MAa€ MIaHy 3alPOCUTH
Bce YKpaiHCbKe I'POMaIHCTBO,
HA

CYMIBCHKY
ANUHKY

Chamerna Npocpama

Bin0yaeTncs B cy0OTYy,
6-ro sroToro 2016 p.
o roa. 1:30 mo mour.
B Ykpaincbkomy domi Aninpo
npu 562 Ixxeneci ByJ1. bogado.

Cear Beuipui CtpaBu
MPUTOTOBJISIE
BbarbkiBcbkuii Komiter

3 CYMiBCbKUM NPUBITOM:

Yecth YKpainm!

Bynaba W-CYM

I'otoB boponuTtu!

House Blessing

It is the custom among many Ukrainian and
Eastern Christians to have their homes blessed
with the holy water sanctified on the feast of
Theophany (the feast which commemorates the
Baptism of the Lord in the Jordan River).

The Purpose:

The annual blessing of homes is a custom of
special beauty and significance. We again ask
Christ to bless and enter into our homes and our
lives. We ask Him to be with us, as we desire to
be with Him. We ask that by the sprinkling of
blessed water, the Holy Spirit renew us, our
families and our lives in our homes. As Christ
brought salvation to the house of Zacchaeus; we
ask the same for all those who dwell in our
homes. Theologically speaking, the blessing of
home constitutes an invocative blessing, mean-
ing that by prayer and by the sprinkling of the
Holy Water the priest invokes God'’s protection
upon the home and those living in it. One of the
prayers used in the blessing of homes declares:
“Now, You, O Lord, protect also all those who
dwell in this house from all harm and injury;
grant them Jordan’s blessing, purifications,
which are for their salvation and life eternal.” As
our souls, so also our homes become tainted by
the sins of those living in them and, consequent-
ly, lose God’s protective power. Every year, then,
at the Feast of Theophany, they should be
blessed again to secure for them God’s bless-
ings and protection.

| will try to visit as many as | can, but If you
would like your home blessed, and | did not
come, please let me know. House could be
blessed any time but we will officially end
blessings February 14, 2016.

Mpocumo 3aknuKaTy AKLWO A y Bac we He OyB, a
BM XOTinu 6u, o6 nobnarocnoBuT Bally xary.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

¢ KITCHEN is closed until January 17.

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all who are helping!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. We are able to continue, so please
join us downstars. Thank you!

Until we meet next Sunday...

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) ops

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobuUThb pi3HULI Y1 BU nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

S =EETR stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www_stnbuffalo.com

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMUTM CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxau MOXHa 3aKNUKaTK

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

The Saints on Sundays, 2016

January 24/February 6
Ven. Xenia of Rome

R ool

Saint Xenia of Rome, in the world Eusebia,
was the only daughter of an eminent Roman
senator. From her youth she loved God, and
wished to avoid the marriage arranged for her.
She secretly left her parental home with two
servants devoted to her, and set sail upon a
ship. Through the Providence of God she met
the head of the monastery of the holy Apostle
Andrew in Milassa, a town of Caria (Asia Minor).
She besought him to take her and her
companions to Milassa. She also changed her
name, calling herself Xenia [which means
“stranger” or foreigner” in Greek].

At Milassa she bought land, built a church
dedicated to St Stephen, and founded a
woman’s monastery. Soon after this, Bishop
Paul of Milassa made Xenia a deaconess,
because of her virtuous life. The saint helped
everyone: for the destitute, she was a bene-
factress; for the grief-stricken, a comforter; for
sinners, a guide to repentance. She possessed
a deep humility, accounting herself the worst
and most sinful of all.

In her ascetic deeds she was guided by the
counsels of the Palestinian ascetic, St
Euthymius. The sublime life of St Xenia drew
many souls to Christ. The holy virgin died in 450
while she was praying. During her funeral, a
luminous wreath of stars surrounding a radiant
cross appeared over the monastery in the
heavens. This sign accompanied the body of the
saint when it was carried into the city, and
remained until the saint’s burial. Many of the
sick received healing after touching the relics of
the saint.

Troparion — Tone 3
Living the life of a stranger in the world, / you
estranged yourself from every sin; / you
abandoned comforts and fleeting honors / and
betrothed yourself to your Immortal
Bridegroom. / Glorious Xenia, entreat Christ our
God to grant us His great mercy.

Kontakion — Tone 2
We celebrate the memory of the life you lived
as a stranger in the world, / and as we honor you
with love, O Xenia, / we praise Christ, who gave
you power to grant healing to all; / ever pray to
Him on our behalf.

http://oca.org/saints/lives/2015/01/24
/100286-venerable-xenia-of-rome-
and-her-two-female-servants

Sunday of Prodigal Son

“Today we find ourselves face-to-face with the
elder son. All his life he had lived side-by-side
with his father, all his life he had made his
father's interests his concern - he had worked
hard, faithfully, forgetful of self, without paying
attention to tiredness, without claiming any
reward just because he felt it was right to do so.
There was something indeed lacking in him - a
warmth, a tenderness, a joy in his father. But
there was one thing which is so impressive in
him - his faithfulness; in spite of the fact that his
heart was not aglow, he remained faithful. In
spite of the fact that he received no visible
reward or no visible acknowledgement he
remained faithful, he worked, 2 " W
as he says - he slaved.

How hard we are when we
think of him as of one who
deserves little of our sym-
pathy; but how few of us are -
capable of being so faithful, so perfectly and
steadily obedient to the call of duty as he was
when we are not met with recognition, do not
hear a word of encouragement, do not receive
the slightest reward because, as the father did
with regard to the elder son, those who
surround us, those whom we serve, for whom
we slave perhaps, those whose interest is at the
very centre of our life, take it for granted. Isn't it
natural? Isn't he my son? Isn't he my father?
Isn't he my brother? Isn't he my spouse? Isn't he
my friend? Doesn't all this imply total, unlimited
devotion which is its own reward?

How cruel we are so often to the people who
surround us and who are put by us in the
position of the elder son - never recognised and
always expected to do the right thing
unflinchingly and perfectly.

Indeed, the prodigal son had warmth, the
prodigal son had come back broken-hearted, he
was ready to become new, while the other one
could only go on, plod on with his stem
faithfulness; unless - unless, confronted with
the father's compassion, he understood what it
meant that his younger brother had been truly
dead and had come to life, had been truly lost
and was found.

Let us think of ourselves. We, all of us, have
someone around us whom we treat with the
same coldness with which we think of the elder
brother; but also all of us have someone whom
we treat as contemptuously and harshly as the
elder brother treated his younger brother whom
he had written off, who was no brother to him;
. he had been unfaithful to
' | ﬂ their father, he was unfor-
givable. And yet, here was
the father, the victim of the
son's  rejection, light-
mindedness, cruelty, who
forgave wholeheartedly and tenderly.

Let us find our own place in this tragic and
beautiful parable because then we may find our
way, either out of being the elder son, though
perhaps so much less dutiful, so much less
honest, so much less devoted to the interests of
our father, our friends, our relatives; or else
perhaps, can we find in our heart a creative
sympathy for the younger son and learn from
him first that there is never a situation out of
which a honest repentance, a turn-about cannot
bring us and that there is one at least - God - and
probably one person, or many, who are ready to
receive us, redeem us, restore us and allow us
to begin a new life together - father, younger and
elder brother.” (Metr. Anthony Sourozh)

http://www.mitras.ru/eng/eng 103.htm



http://oca.org/saints/lives/2015/01/24/100286-venerable-xenia-of-rome-and-her-two-female-servants
http://oca.org/saints/lives/2015/01/24/100286-venerable-xenia-of-rome-and-her-two-female-servants
http://www.mitras.ru/eng/eng_103.htm
http://oca.org/saints/lives/2015/01/24/100286-venerable-xenia-of-rome-and-her-two-female-servants
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BINAXEHHI MUNIOCEPIHI BO BOHW
3A3HAKOTb MWNOCEPAA (Mares 5.7) €
LbOrOPIMHOIO TEMOIO BCECBITHBO-
r0 AHA MOMNOAI B POLI BOXOIro Mu-
NOCEPOA.

[opora mosoge, Loro poky JiTom Big 3 24
nunHa no 1 cepnns B Micti Kpakosi, MonbLua
Byae BigbysaTucs BeecsiTHin [lenb Monoai,
akin  opraHisoBye Katonuupka Llepksa.
YncrneHHi MOTOAKHI rpynu 3 PisHiX Jieesii
| enapxii BCbOro CBIiTy 6paTMyTh y4acTh B
i nogil. Hawa Cremdopacbka E€napxis
TaKOX OpraHisoBye noi3aky fo Kpakoea Ha
[exb Monogi.

Haw [oporuin Bnaguka [laBno wmpo
3a0X04y€ MOMOAMX XMONUiB i AiBYaT HaLol
Cremdopacbkol €napxii B3ATH y4acTb B Ll
He3abyTHii "Once in a lifetime" nogii.

Baxaroumnx B3ATU yyacTb B LK NOI3Yi Ha
BcecaiTHin [JeHb Monogi npowwy 3ronocu-
TUCS A0 KiHLUSA LbOro MicAus NO3BOHUBLUM 3
Homepom 917-975-1057

[ins BinbLwo’ iHhopmaii noaato

odhiLinHy Beb cTopiHky BAM

http://www.krakow2016.com/en/

WORLD
YOUTH

DAY2016

KRAKOW, POLAND
JULY 24 - AUGUST 1

3 MONUTBOHO BaL y XpUCTi
0. €BreH XomuH, YCBB
Eparchial Director of Youth Ministry

Dear young people this summer from July
24th through August 1st in Krakéw, Poland,
will take place World Youth Day, sponsored

by the Catholic Church. Numerous young

people from all over the world will attend
this gathering. Our Ukrainian Catholic

Eparchy of Stamford is organizing a

pilgrimage to Krakdw for the 2016 WYD.

Our dear Bishop Paul Chomnysky strongly
encourages young men and women 18-30+

years of age of our Eparchy, to participate

in this unforgettable once in a lifetime
event.

Those who wish to go to Poland this
summer for WYD please replay by the end
of this month by calling telephone number
917-975-1057. For more information about

WYD go to official website
www.krakow2016.com/en/

Truly yours in Christ
Fr. Eugene Khomyn OSBM
Eparchial Director of Youth Ministry

Consider attending, if you have time
or whatever else is needed.
1! Mpocumo B3sATH yyacTb !!!

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE QgAdopt a FRIEND for a Year!

PLEASE RETURN YOUR

2016 Registration Card

which is found in the beginning of your en-
velope box, even if your information has not
changed. We need to have a yearly updated
list of the parishioners. Please also include
e-mail and cell phone numbers. We will only
use cell phone numbers when we need to get
in touch with you and cannot reach you at
your home number. We have a parish e-
mail list so that we can send parishioners
information and updates that need to be
sent quickly. If you have an e-mail address
please include it on your 2012 registration
card. If you do not have envelopes please
give us your address and E-mail. If you have
changed your e-mail address recently,
please notify the rectory of the change of
address. Let us be in touch. Thank you to
those who have already notified us of
changes.

* % %

HDOCI/IMO BUIIOBHUTHU
peecTpalliiiHi KAPTKH
Ha 1eii 2016 pik.
IIocraBTe Tako:x E-meiia i yncio MoOiiIb-
Huka. lle TiILKHU 1J151 HEPKOBHOT0 B:KUTKY,
SIKIIO 3aiile moTpeda CKOHTAKTYBATHUCH 3
BaMM. SIKIIO He Ma€Te KOBEPT TAKOXK MPO-
CUMO 1aTH HaMm Bami iHpopmanii. Kosim Ha
3BHYAIHUX KOBEPTKAX Ja€Te CBOI MOMKEPT-
BH INPOCHMMO HanmucaT Bame iM’si, 100
3HATH KOMY HaJle:kaTh i mo:xkeprBu. Ko-
BEPTH 3a3HAYEeHi JaTaMU, TaK 10 MPOCHUMO
BJKHBATH iX Ha BiANIOBiAHMI JeHb, TOOTO He
Opatu 3 KiHId, aje nonp’saKy.
Cepaeuna noasika!

The best way to enjoy the spirit of Christmas
and St. Nicholas is to GIVE. There is a group in
our Parish, who have given all their lives and
now due to sickness or older age, they are no
longer able to give. In some ways they are
forgotten. Let us put a little sunshine in their
lives and here is how!

e Select a name (by contacting the rectory).

o Visit if possible a few times a year.

e Tell them what is going on in the parish.

o If possible, bring them a little gift at
Feastdays, their birthday, anniversaries.

e Before leaving, say a prayer with them.

The young can also take part. The elderly love
the young. Rhidna Skola could make them cards
or a little craft. Plast & SUM can do their share
and maybe even get a badge for their good
deeds. Make it a family affair. When we are
young and healthy, we have a hard time
squeezeing in God and Church, yet when we
grow older we have all the time in the world to
give to God and the Church but are unable
...Why not bring some sunshine into someone
else’s day? If this sounds like something you
would be able to set aside time for, then please
notify the rectory, because there are many
elderly people in our Parish who could use your
kindness and would greatly appreciate your
company!

A cBigomuii Toro, Wo Mu BCi cTapaeMocs poou-
™ pobpo anA iHwux. Bee X Taku 3aknukaw
0XO04MX 3pobUTH We oaHe fobpe Aino, B iMeHHi
Mapoxii, Kinbka pasiB Ao poKy. Y Hac neBHa
KinbKiCbTb HEMiYHMX 0CiD, AKX Mu mornu 6
BiABigaTM i B TakM cnoci® npuHecCTM Kinbka
papiCHUX XBUIUH Y IXHE XUTTA. [lyxe AsKyemo.
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3 paaia " Muaocepannii Gamapannu"

[obGirae oo KiHUA MicAiLb CiYeHb i y HbOMY MK
nepexunu ayxe 6arato CBATKOBUX NOAIN — MU
ysinwnu y Hosuit 2016 Pik, Mn ctanu cBigkamu
Ta NpaBAUBUMU YYaCHUKaMU HAPOMKEHHA [u-
TaTka lcyca, mu nobauunu Mpecsaty PoauHy,
cBATKyBanu cBAto O6pi3aHHA [ocnogHboro, a
no AesakoMy yaci My iwnu ayxom Ha MoppaH
wo6bu nobauntn 06’aBneHHs MpecsaTtoi Tpinui,
fika o6’aBunacsa npeauBHUM CNOCOOOM y Mo-
MeHT XpelweHHA FocnogHboro Big IBaHa. A cbo-
rogHi BXxe 4yemo npo Te, Ak Icyc Xpucroc nps-
mye po anunei, AisHaBWIKUCL NPO YB’A3HEHHSA
Isana Xpectutensa. Bci ui nopii € B3aemo-
noB’sA3aHi i Bcima HUMu CeATa LiepkBa rotye Hac
A0 Yorocb ocobnueoro. [lo Toro yacy, Konvm Mu
MaemMo [yXOBHO Npo3piTU wWooM nobauntw
Ceitne BockpeciHHs Cnacutens Icyca Xpucra.

30BCiM HefaBHO MW CBSITKYBaNnM CBATO
BorosiBniHHg, i Apyroto kNw4oBoOK 0co60t0 AnA
Hac y uin nogii xpeweHHa MocnogHboro € IBaH
Xpectutenb, 3saHun we lMpeateyeto. BiH OyB
MPOPOKOM, SIKOro ouYikyBanu Ha npotasi 400
pokiB, Buzsonutenem! 3a Ui poku uei Hapop
HacTinbku BiactynueB Big bora, wo npocto
nornbas Bif rHiTy CBOIX, TaK 3BaHUX “OQYXOBHUX
npoBiaHUKIB” — ¢hapuceiB, cagykeiB Ta iHWMX
AYXOBHUX napTin. Bu cobi Tinbkun yABiTb WO Ha
NPOCTy NIOAMHY Oyno HaknageHo 3a BeCb Lien
yac 365 3000B’A3yH0UMX 3aKOHIB i OnM3bko 250
KapanbHux. HaneBHe WO npu Takin KinbKocTi
BMMOI [0 XWUTTA KOXEH Ou 3 Hac, roBopsuu
NPOCTOK MOBOK — 3arHyBcs Ou.

| ocb npuxoautb ToW, AIK BOHU BBaXanu Ha
TOW Yac, XTo Mac iX BU3BONUTU. Ane BiH cTaBcA
NULL TUM ANA HUX, XTO BiAKPUB IM OYi Ans TOro,
wo6u nodbaumtn CBIiTNO, CNpaBXHE BU3BONIEHHSA
Bif pabcTBa 3aKoHy.

Kpai, no sakoro npsimyBaB XpucToc, IK MU
4yyeMo 3 CbOorofHilwHboro €saxrenis Big Martes

HasuBaBcs anuneet. Manunesa - ue Micro, ge
AOMiHYHOMY i YaCTMHY XMTeniB CTaHOBWUIU
A3UYHUKN. BTpaTUBWHK BaTbKIBCLKY Bipy, BOHU
Oynu BIOKMHYTI €BPENCbKUM CYCNiNbCTBOM.
Cnacutenb nocenuBca B KanepHaymi, Ha3Ba
AKOro 3 EBPENCbKOI MOBU O3Ha4ae “gim BTixun”.
XpucToc 3iMWOoB A0 A3MYHMKIB, WOOK i ix Aim
cTaB AOMOM YTiluuTens.

3ragyBsaHi €BaHreniem micta, okpim cyTo reo-
rpaciyHMUX Ha3B, WO BOHM ANA HAaC O3HAYaloThb,
MaloTb LUe 1 iHWi 3HaYeHHS, a came : 3aBYNOH 3
€BPENCHLKOI MOBU NepeKknagacTbCsl AK «Hiy-
Huiy, a Hadtanim o3Hayae «wupoTar. Micuesi
A3NYHUKKA KUK, AKWO TaK MOXHA CKasaTu, B
HOYi Ta LWWMPOKO, BOHN HIKONWU HE XOAWUNK BY3b-
KWUM LWINSXOM, ane Taka, NoCTiIMHO TpuBana 3Buy-
ka, ix npuena go norubeni. Llen Hapop OyB
panekum Big bora, ToMy HasuBanu Woro e y
i3paini “TiHb cMepTHA”, came L0 CMEPTHY TiHb,
NPUALWOB NPoByAUTH [0 HOBOTO XUTTA, NPOCBI-
TUTK CBITNIOM NpaBau XpucToc.

“Hapog, wo cugutb y NitbMmi, N06a4MB CBITNO
BEnuKe, i cMAAYMM Yy KpaiHi i TiHi CMepTHIK
3acisino cBitno”. Lli cnoBa My 4yeMo LopiyHO B
nepwy Hepinto nicna BopoxpeleHHs, i ue He
BMMNaakoBo. 3 npuwectsim y cBiT lcyca Xpucra
3HOBY NOAWHI fapoBaHo boxecTBeHHe CBITNO,
csitno BoxectBeHHOi 6naropati. Tomy Bogo-
XpelweHHs we imeHyeTbesl lMpocBiveHHAM. Yci
MU, K i Ti A3MYHMKM KpaiHu HadptanumoBoi i 3a-
BYNOHOBOI OCBAYEHi 6narogaTHUM cnaceHHUM
XpucroBum csitnom. He BunagkoBo Mu 4yemo
cnosa «anocrtona i eBaHrenucrta IeaHa boroc-
noBa, Wo, rosopA4n npo Xpucra, ceiguutb: “Y
Hbomy Gyno xutTs, i XxutTa 6yno ceitno ans
nogen”. Focnodb ANA ycix Hac € mxepesniom
BCAKOI iCTUHU, ycsiKoro XutTa, Bin — gxepeno
AYXOBHOrO cBiTna. “l CBiTNO B NiTbMi CBITUTb, i
niTbMa He o6HANa noro”. Anocton MaBno kaxe:
“Bu 6ynu B niTbMi, a Tenep — cBitno B Nocnoai"

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio program

The Church gives us another example today,
about repentance in order to help prepare us for
Great Lent. The Parable of the Prodigal Son in
today’s Gospel reading according to St. Luke is most
beautiful. Whenever we hear a parable, to benefit
from it, we compare ourselves to each of the
characters in the story to see what attributes we
have in common with them. To help us do this, let us
begin by looking firstly at the figure of the younger
son in the parable and then at the elder son.
Brothers, who had completely different outlooks on
life, but were both “prodigals” in their own way, just
as we are prodigal children before a loving and
merciful God. The younger son was dissatisfied, he
had a longing for something and so he tried to
satisfy it by going away and living a loose life. If
there is dissatisfaction in us, a longing for
something that we do not have, could we be longing
for God? St. Augustine wrote, “You have made us
for yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until
they rest in Thee.” The unfortunate thing is that the
further we are from God, the more difficult it is for us
to hear His voice. The father in today’s Gospel did
not go in search of the younger son. The son had to
make the decision himself to come back, “I will arise
and go back to my father’s house” (Luke 15:18). That
is a decision we all have to make at one time or
another, to eventually leave behind our sinful
desires and return to God, our Father. This image of
the younger son which the parable offers us is
shocking, but it is a symbol of the mess we could
find ourselves in when we blindly follow the
selfishness of the world.

One of the best ways to never outgrow God is to
never grow up wanting the foolish desire of this
world... more than a genuine relationship with
Christ. However, it is hard not to grow up when we
are convinced that the really important things in life
are based upon what we do, what we have, or what
we earn. If we buy into that illusion, we begin to take
charge. We demand what we think is rightfully ours
and, like the prodigal son, we go off into the world
leaving the Father behind. This independent, self-

sufficient approach to life is similar to that of Adam
and Eve reaching for the apple all over again. But,
luckily, self-sufficiency can take us only so far.
Sooner or later we run up against a brick wall. We
finish eating the apple and discover, a few hours
later, that we are hungry again. We gradually realize
where we actually are and where we truly belong.
But for many of us, this still boils down to our sinful
desires. The point is that if we are to make progress
in our relationship with God, then we need to rely not
on ourselves but on God. It was Thomas Merton who
once wrote: “The whole Christian life is a life in
which the further a person progresses, the more he
has to depend directly on God. The more we
progress, the less we are self-sufficient. The more
we progress, the poorer we become so that the man
who has progressed most, is totally poor - he has to
depend directly on God. He has nothing left in
himself.” Are we keeping ourselves from God in any
way because like the prodigal son, we do not know
that the heart of God is merciful and desires to love
us?

I remember a time when | broke my grandmother’s
vase, a beautifully handcrafted vase that belonged to
her mother... because | was playing with my favorite
red bouncing ball inside the house, something that |
was told not to do, and accidentally it hit the table
and knocked over the vase before | could catch it. |
felt sick to my stomach; | wondered how | would tell
my grandmother what | had done. And when she
walked in the door from the garden, | even hid under
the bed, trying to think of what to say. I finally came
out from under the bedspread with tears in my eyes,
grandma saw what | had done, and then she did the
most unexpected thing - she opened her arms and
hugged me tight as she wiped the tears from my
eyes. Between sobs | told her how sorry | was and |
even offered to give her my favorite red bouncing
ball in exchange, but then she smiled and held me
even tighter, and told me it would be our little secret
when grandpa came home. In spite of my poor
choices, | knew my grandmother always loved me,
and she taught me a great deal about love and



forgiveness in that moment. The parable of the
Prodigal Son is a beautiful story of what Jesus
depicts the love of our Heavenly Father to be - such
unconditional love and understanding, such
generosity and concern, such complete and
unceasing forgiveness, and so much more. The
greeting this young man was expecting was nothing
like the one he received. “While he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for
him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him”
(Luke 15:20). This parable strikes deep within our
hearts, because we all have this same need as the
Prodigal Son, we all have this overwhelming desire,
this heartfelt longing to be loved and ultimately to
receive our heavenly Father's love. There is no
doubt in my mind that this prodigal son felt Ioved
and treasured once again by his
father's embrace, just as my
grandmother made me feel loved in
her arms. | am sure we can all think
of many such persons in life who
have given us this unconditional
love which comes from God the
Father: our parents, grandparents,
children, spouses, and friends.

| am sure each of us can see some §
similarities between the younger ©
son in the parable and ourselves.
Now, let us look at the character of the elder son in
the parable to see if we are in any way similar to him.
The elder son, despite the fact that he was with his
father all those years, was utterly shocked that his
father killed the fatted calf and threw a party in
celebration of his younger brother’s return. He still
did not know or understand his father’s heart; maybe
even the servants understood his father better. The
elder son never felt accepted, appreciated or loved
by his father. That was his problem. So his
resentment towards his younger brother was really
pointing to a deeper wound; he did not feel loved.
The older son had no real relationship with his
father. He was distant and aloof. For years he had
done the right thing but with the wrong attitude. He

was like the Pharisees and scribes who complained
about Jesus’ ministry to sinners. The elder son has
been called the prodigal who stayed at home. He is
also lost, but his is more difficult to see. So the
parable is about a loving father and two prodigal
sons or two sons that have lost their way on life’s
journey. We are all like the elder son in the sense
that none of us yet knows our Father’s heart. So
during our preparation for Lent, let us try to get to
know the heart of God better. As we come to liturgy
and try to live a good life; let us also try to get to
know the heart of God in all of our brothers and
sisters.

In Rembrandt’s painting of The Return of the
Prodigal Son, you can see the state the younger son
is in after returning to his father, his head is shaved
and he is clothed in rags. You can see
the great love of the father for the son.
#il You can see that the father gently put

il his hands around his son, and as the
son knelt down his head leaned on his
father's chest. You can see the
father’s two hands are different, one is
the hand of a man (the right hand)
while the other is the hand of a woman
(the left hand). That was Rembrandt’s
way of saying that God'’s love for us is
not just like the love of a father, but it
is also Ilke the love of a mother. God is both Father
and Mother to us and we must come to Him to
receive His forgiveness and the warmth and love of
His embrace. It was Henri Nouwen who wrote in his
book The Return of the Prodigal Son, “It might sound
strange, but God wants to find me as much as, if not
more than, | want to find God. Yes, God needs me as
much as | need God. God is not the patriarch who
stays home, doesn’t move, and expects his children
to come to him, apologize for their aberrant
behavior, beg for forgiveness, and promise to do
better. To the contrary, he leaves the house, ignoring
his dignity by running toward them, pays no heed to
apologies and promises of change, and brings them
to the table richly prepared for them...”

February 7th
2:00 pm
St. Mary’s Chapel in
| Sloatsburg, NY will be blessed

as a “Holy Door” for this
Jubilee Year!

The Sisters Servants

invite all to come and celebrate this special service.

Pope Francis wants these
Holy Doors to become a
‘Door of Mercy” through

which all who enter will
experience the love of God,
Who consoles, pardons, and
instills hope.”

The service will begin at
2:00 pm in the Gallery
with a procession, and

will be bi-lingual.

All are invited to come and
pray privately in the chapel
before an icon of the Mother
of God, Door of Mercy used
by Pope Francis opening the
Holy Doors in Rome.
Refreshments will be served
following the service.
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

“The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent
me ...t proclaim the Lord’s year of favour!” (Luke 4:18-9)

On December 8, 2015, Pope Francis inaugurated the Extraordinary Year of Mercy
in the universal Catholic Church. While entering St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome through the
Holy Doors he solemnly called upon the Heavenly Father to send his Holy Spirit “...to
consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year
of grace from the Lord...”. (Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee Year of Mercy)

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy each one of us has received a personal invitation
from the Lord: a) to accept the freely-given gift of God's mercy, b) to share God’s mercy
with others, and c) to give witness to God’s mercy in the world.

To aid the faithful of the Stamford Eparchy in this spiritual journey during the
Jubilee Year of Mercy I have given my approval for the doors of the St. Mary’s Villa
Chapel located in the motherhouse of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate in
Sloatsburg, NY, and the doors of St. Vladimir Cathedral in Stamford, CT to be officially
designated as ‘Holy Doors’ in the Eparchy of Stamford.

I plan to inaugurate the Holy Doors in St. Vladimir Cathedral on Fnday, January 22
at the beginning of the first weekend retreat in the cathedral commemorating the 100%
anniversary of the founding of the parish in 1916. I plan to inaugurate the Holy Doors in
St. Mary's Villa Chapel in Sloatsburg on Cheesefare Sunday, February 7, the day before
the beginning of Great Lent. I invite all the faithful to take the time to visit these holy
places during the upcoming year and enter through the Holy Doors into the house of the
Lord to pray, and especially to celebrate the Holy Mysteries of Confession and the Holy
Eucharist.

For the duration of the Jubilee Year the Holy Doors will be a powerful symbol of
the mercy of God, freely bestowed upon us - a gift, to which we witness in our lives and
which we willingly and lovingly share with others. I pray that each and every one of us
will take the advantage of this opportunity of walking closer with the Lord.

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford



