SAINT NIGHOLAS —Lz VEPATHGEKA KATOAHUILEKA
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHUPGHjl PKBA GBATOIO MHKOAAA

MIA OIIKOK
MPEYHUCTOI AIBH
MAPIT QAITTTPIT

UNDER THE
PROTEGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD

GHURGH BULLETIN

January 27 — 2019 — 27 Ciunsn
H,ePKQBHI/IH BIGHHK

Mepepaua nucra-rpamotn Big ABTOpa
Ta TonoBu Oprkomitety MixHapogHoro
MpoekTty-KoHkypcy «Tapac LesyeHko ea- |
Hae Hapoaw», lNpe3ugeHta MixHapogHoi
NMirm «MiCMY», NMocona Mupw, i HapogHoi £
Aptuctkn Ykpainu Mani Fanuuu Tinapis-
Hol AA6noHcbKoi i Mam’aTHOI mepani npu-
cBAYeHy €BpomanaaHy yepes pyku lMaHa
3eHoHa baHpapiBcbKOro.

Osakyemo! Xan Mocnoab 6narocnoButs!
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GHURGH BULLETIN

January 27 - m — 27 Ciyns
ILEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church

Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 PM +Aleksandra Grega (Rose Serediuk)

Jan. 27: 36 Sunday after Pentecost

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

Monday, January 28 Ciuns, MoHeginok
8:00 AM 3a3pnopos’a Onera (llecs CaBka)

Tuesday, January 29 Ciuns, BisTopok
9:00 AM +John & Mary Colomon
(Nadine Burkholder)

Wednesday, January 30 Ciunsi, Cepepa
9:00 AM +Ewminia [anyak (Itocsi Fapacumuyk)

Thursday, January 31 Ciunsa, YeTsep
8:00 AM +Constantine Vdovychyna
(Legacy Liturgy)
Friday, February 1 Jltotoro, 'aTHUuA
8:00 AM +Joseph Procyk (Bohdana Poharatnyi)

Saturday, February 2 Encounter of the Lord

9:30 AM +Dmytro & Aleksandra llkiwskyj (Family)
~Blessing of the Candles~

4:30 PM +Annie Pawlowski (Walter Jagodzinski)

27 Ciyns: 35 H. no icnaxni CB. flyxa

10:00 p. +Boraap ManaHsk (Mapisi BogHapcbka)

3 IMwoToro: 36 H. no 3icnaxHi C.. flyxa

Feb. 3 IMioToro: Zacchaeus Sunday - H. 3akxes

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisH — For Parishioners

Eternal Light Burns for
Intention of all sick and suffering
Requ. by Parish

Biune Cgitno B yectb M.14.M.
loputb 3a boxe bnarocnoBeHHs
| Mup B YkpaiHi

MocTapatoca BiaBigaTM 3 6GNarocnoBeHHAM AOMIB.
fkwo He 6yay y Bac a XoTinm 6u, wo 6 A npuiLoB,
abo € npobnema 4acy Yepes npawr — NPoCMMo AaTu
3HaTW i nocTapaeMocsl NPUIATYK Y BiANOBIAHUM Yac.

Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca! Cnasimo Woro!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

10:00 p. +Apocnas (M. Jl. Ctactok)
R EEREEREREEREREREERERE

The Blessings of Homes - as many homes as possible this
year. If for some reason he does not make it to your home
and you want your house blessed, or if you would like a
certain time of day, please let me know.

R Forty days after Christ was born

ol e He was presented to God in
the Jerusalem Temple ac-
cording to the Mosaic Law.

At this time as well His

mother Mary underwent the

ritual purification and offer-
ed the sacrifices as pre-
scribed in the Law. Thus,
forty days after Christmas, on
the second of February, the
Church celebrates the feast of the presentation called the
Meeting (or Presentation or Reception) of the Lord.

The meeting of Christ by the elder Simeon and the
prophetess Anna (Lk 2.22-36) is the main event of the
feast of Christ's presentation in the Temple. It was
“revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Lk 2.26)
and, inspired by the same Spirit, he came to the Temple
where he met the new-born Messiah (From www.oca.org)

Tponap: Papyiicsa, 6narogatHa Boropoauue [liso, 60 3
Teb6e 3acsano CoHue npaBou — Xpuctoc Bor Haw, wo
npoceiyye TUX, WO B TempsBi. Becenuca i Tu, crapye
npaBegHUN, TM NPUMHAB B 0GiMMKM BU3BONMUTENS Oyw
HawWwmXx, Wo Aapye Ham BOCKPECEHHS.

Konpak: YTpoOy AiBM4y OCBATUB TV Pi3ABOM TBOIM i
pykn CumeoHOBi 6narocnoBuB TW, SIK TOAWUNOCH, TH
BunepeamB i HUHI cnac Hac, Xpucte boxe, ane ytuxomup
y GpaHi niog TBilA i ykpinu Hapog, Wo 1oro BO3NOMB TH,
eanHumn Yonosikontobue.

PROFFESSIONAL COLLISION SER

DNIPRO @ AHINPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
LOE:1 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

Alexander Arutunian

SR www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
A0 S Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm

JONAWARDA N Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Nick Hurmak

www.redstarautomotive.com

TYT (‘ PHONE 893-1025
MICLIE
IS
BAIIIOT'O F .
usani &
OrOJIOMEHHHA Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
HERE IS
A PLACE
FOR YOUR AD ASK FOR TOM BS:;?:ifgh:\lEsﬁizszg

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

TRy
i,

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaca

CeppaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.oca.org/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:
Bologna » Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese + Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Mary Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd.,

Cheektowag a2, NY (In Airport Plaza) =
0-0130 e

m‘ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Ambherst (Getzille Plaza)

688-1495

A CALENDAR is hanging on the wall in the
Church vestibule listing parish and organi-
zation activities in the Ukrainian Community.
If your organization is planning a function, or
if you know of an upcoming event, please
include it on the calendar. In this way,
activities will not be scheduled on the same

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OENEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

MEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYT U
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAAM|CTUMEHAI]

day. ~ Thanks! ~

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:
Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* Kk

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi no cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
oH., s8ismopok, yemesep 3 sismopka o yemsep
Friday / M'amHuus Friday / M'amHuus
| 9:30 am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm]| |9am-1pm]|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Mpo GinbLe iHopmaLiii Wwo pieTban B
rpomagi, npocMmo BifBiAaTH BEO-CTOPIHKY.

http://lwww.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please pray for the vocation.
Mpocumo monuTUCA 3a NOKNMUKaHHS.

Is the web-page to find More information
and events in our Ukrainian Community.

Help us update our records Upcoming Events in the Parish Community

In order the we keep our records current and up
to date, please fill out the registration card in
your envelope box and drop it in the collection
basket or please mail it to the rectory. It is very
important that we have correct addresses,
phone numbers and email addresses. Even if
information has not changed please return the
registration card. We need to verify that we have
the correct information. Last year we found that
some of our information was incorrect, and this
year already have found we have wrong phone
numbers in our data base, so please help us
update our records. If you have an email
address, and don’t receive our parish updates,
please make sure we have your correct email
address.

LA Tt L S A T TR IR S e
If you did not receive envelopes for 2019
and want them for this coming year, please
contact the rectory
LA At L S A T NI NN S
The next Religious Education class
will be Saturday, February 16t
from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.

L e L S A S NIRRT S
Help is needed
on Friday at 8:00 AM
to make Varenyky.

Thank you!

LA Rt L AR Pt MR S SRS

Announcing
the 100t birthday of our church (1919-2019),
where 13t Liturgy was celebrated in 1920.
So we will start our celebration in 2019
and we will end in 2020.

LA Rt L AR Pt MR S SRS

February 24, St. Nicholas Annual Church
Meeting after 10 AM Liturgy
LTt LS AR T RS S L e S e
The Ukrainian National Women's League of
America - Branch 49 - is collecting money
for their Scholarship Fund.
We assist needy and orphaned
Ukrainian Students get an education.
Please make your checks out to
UNWLA Scholarship Program.
For more information contact:
Zoriana Bunche - 668-9504
Coto3 YkpaiHok AMepuku
CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Bianiny CYA B Badpchano
noBigomnse, Wwo
po3noYnHaeTbeA 36ipka
Ha CtuneHainHunm OoHp
CYA nns He3aMOXHOI
monogai B YKpaiHi...
[onomora € gyxe notpi6Ha. Yekn npocumo
sunucysatu Ha Ukrainian National Women’s
League. MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pecpepeHTOK
CYA 3a incopmauisimu cnig 3sepraTicsa go:
3opsiHa byHu - 668-9504

CtuneHpinHa Akuis 49ro Bipainy CYA
LA At L AR A NIRRT TR S
2019 LUC dues of $7.00

are now payable to:

Ihor Pereyma,

38 Lester St.
Buffalo, NY 14210.

106 cratu wienamu Jliru Ykpainuis
KaroankiB npocumo 3BepayTtHcs 10 Ilapoxa,
sikni € JlyxoBHum nposignukom Jlirn


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

MixHapoaHU# NpoeKT-KOHKypc «Tapac
LleBYeHKO €egHAaE HapoaMu» 3aN04aTKOBaHO
Mocnom Mupy, Mpe3unaeHtom MixHapogHoi
nirn «Marepi i cectpu — monogai Ykpainuy,
HapogaHoto apTucTtkow YkpaiHu ManuHor
FinapisHo AGnoHckLKOl.

MpoBoaunTbLCA WOPIYHO:
Oepe3eHb-TpaBeHb

y ¢opmari «YkpaiHa-CBiT»

3a CNPUSAHHSA

MinicTepcTBa KynbTypu YKpainu,
KuiBcbkoro HauioHanbHOro yHiBepcurety
imeHi Tapaca LLleBuyeHKa,

HauionanbHoi Pagu xiHoK YkpaiHu,
YkpaiHcbKkoro hoHAY KynbTypu,
LeByeHKiBCbKOro HauioHansHoro
3anosigHuka B M. KaHesi,

HauioHanbHoro my3seto Tapaca LleBueHKa,
ToBapucTtBa «3HaHHA» YKpaiHu.

MpoekT nepepbavae

m’ T, HoMiHamiii: ""Haxkuso'',
"Bigeogopmar'; "Miii llleBuenko',
"Ilo3a wacom"; "Ilam’aTn"

OprkoMiTeT NPOEKTY-KOHKYpCY

[o y4yacTi B KOHKypCi 3anpowyoTbCs
npeAcTaBHUKU Pi3HUX HaLliOHaNbHOCTEN,
AKi HacensaTb NeBHY KpaiHy. Buctynu
npoxoAnTb AepXKaBHOK MOBOK KpaiHu-
y4YacHMUi ab0 MOBOI iHWKX EeTHIYHUX
rpomap, ki NPOXMBaOTb Y TiN YU iHWIN
KpaiHi. BiTaloTbcs Takox BUCTYNU
npeacTaBHUKIB YKpaiHCbKOT Aiacnopu
YKpaiHCbKO MOBOH. BikoBUM LeH3
BiACYTHIW.

CnpuAaTH NOrNMONEHHI0 KyNbTYPHUX
3B’A3KiB NOKNUKaHa, 30Kpema, KOHKYpCHa
nigHomiHauis «[ianor KynbTyp», AKa
nepeabayae BUKOHAHHA TBOPY CBOrO
HaLioHanbHOro cBiTo4a, 6NMU3bLKOro 3a
ayxom LlleByeHkoBi. [leTanbHiwa
iHdopMmauia — y MMonoxeHHi Npo NpoekT-
KOHKYpC Ta B PekoMeHpauUifx.

Pospiyiimecs, dpaiaivess!
s

e KITCHEN is OPEN
e Thank you for your help and patronage!
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

Until we meet next Sunday...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money OT
for our Church op 5

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,
or call the rectory. Thank you and God
Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* kK

¥ nac ycnimino npoaawtbest Kaprouknm 3

kpamuuui "Tonce". Kynywoun ix BU nmomaraere

unepksi. /st Bac He poOuTh pisHHLI YK BH
TUIATHIH TPillIMU UM KAaPTOYKOI0, ajie epKBa
aicrane Bix ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepxsa
onepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTu ciix
3BepraTucs a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o 10 kan-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

Tako:k npUragyemMo, mo i€ KAPToUYKO0I0
MOKHA KyNyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OMTKOK MMPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITTTPIT)

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Nlityprisaimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a AJOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micsauiB ckoplue

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday (check bulletin) - Cy6oTa
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSLLEHMKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
http://shevchenkoup.com/3.html
http://shevchenkoup.com/3.html
http://shevchenkoup.com/9.html
http://shevchenkoup.com/5.html
http://shevchenkoup.com/5.html
http://shevchenkoup.com/5.html

3AlIPOLLUEHHA

Bynasa 9-oro Bigginy 0-CYM
iM. BatypuH B bodparno
Ma€ LuaHy
3anpocuTi Bce
YKpaiHCbKe rpoMagsaHCTBO,
Ha

CYMIBCBKY AJIIMHKY

CesimoyHa lNpoepama
BiAOyaeTbCA B cy6oTYy, 2-ro

nmotoro 2019 p. o roa. 1:30 no non.

B YkpaiHcbkomy Jomi JHinpo
npu 562 Oxexeci yn. bodano.

3 CYMiBcbkuM npuBiTOM:
Yectb Ykpainu! ['oToB BopoHUTM!

bynasa tO-CYM

INVITATION

Buffalo Branch of the Ukrainian American
Youth Association
cordially invites you and your family to our

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS YALYNKA

Which will take place on

Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 1:30pm
at

Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro”
562 Genesee St., Buffalo

Glory to Ukraine! We are ready to defend!

Board of UAYA Buffalo

OUR SAINT SOPHIA
Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav (cont)

Sophia of Kyiv: The Christian Foundation of

Ukrainian National Existence
4.In His saving passion, death, and resurrection, our
Saviour had the final victory over death itself and its
cause, sin, and gave the world peace, which “passes all
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). The wisdom of God’s
plan was manifested in the incomprehensible beauty of
the sacrificial love of the Creator Himself. After all,
through His own Son, in the Holy Spirit, He completed the
mystery of salvation of mankind, freeing it from the
captivity of sin and eternal death. The Church of Christ is
the Mystery of God’s victory, which is called to resound
with victorious hymns through the ages, reaching all
times and peoples through the waters of holy baptism and
life-giving grace. We, Christians, are the echo of His
victory, the living image of His eternal and gracious
Wisdom. The Wisdom that once and for all dwelt among
men, laying out the way to the individual person and
whole nations to the boundless expanse of God’s love
through the announcement to humanity of the crucified
Christ — “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1
Corinthians 1:24).

5. “The Wisdom of God was unknown until the time [of
Revelation] and hidden from angels and people, not as
non-existent, but as hidden, to be revealed at the end of
the age,” wrote Metropolitan Hilarion of Kyiv.[1] When, for
our people, the “fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4) was
determined by divine providence, that salvific proclamat-
ion echoed on the hills of Kyiv. It reached the depths of
the hearts of our ancestors, enlightened their minds, and
strengthened their will, from the multitude formed unity
and integrity. In the baptismal waters of Volodymyr’s font,
the Wisdom of God was incarnated in the body of our
national existence—it became the blood and flesh of the
history of the Ukrainian people. From hence generously
began to beat the only source of Light and Truth for the
people united by God’'s grace. From this source, our
ancestors drew knowledge and it allowed them to form an
understanding of themselves and the world, which they
transmitted to their descendants. From this source our
identity was born—ecclesial, national, sovereign. Thanks
to this source, the values of the organization of personal
and social life were formed. They brought order to the
economy, education, and the upbringing of youth. New
principles defined the attitude towards the family, those
in need and strangers, an understanding of justice and
beauty, civic responsibility and care for the common

good. Here, the spirit of the Ukrainian army was tempered
and the code of values of the Ukrainian warrior—the
protector of our native land—was formed. The habitual
and everyday acquired the measure of the sacred and
God-revealed.

6. In the light of the Wisdom of God, embodied in the call
of our people, the principles of the internal structure of
Ukrainian society, the ethical principles of its institutional
organization, and, ultimately, the very foundations of our
statehood were formed. This is the source of our
awareness of social justice and the call of the government
to serve the interests of the people and protect its welfare.
Our culture, our literary language, and the direction of our
development were formed in the bosom of Sophia of Kyiv.
The Kyivan Church was not hostage to the political
interests of state power or the servant of the mighty of
this world, because she did not fall into the sin of
worshipping worldly authority. She remained the soul and
conscience of her people, teaching them to assess earthly
power according to how this power serves God’s Truth
and the eternal law of the Creator. That is how, in the light
of Sophia of Kyiv and the good of God”s people,
the Ruskaia Pravda (Rus’ Truth [Law]) of the Grand Prince
Yaroslav of Kyiv, famously called Yaroslav “the Wise,”
was evaluated. The same Church still gathers the children
of the one Truth, one Wisdom, and one Sophia into one
whole. Thus, on the slopes of Slavutych-Dnipro, God’s
Wisdom “has built her house” (Proverbs 9:1), laid in the
hearts of our ancestors the unshakeable foundations of
values for ordering our present and building a common
future. The Wisdom of God became Wisdom—Sophia—of
Kyiv, which formed the foundations of our civilization.

7. Throughout the ages there flowed from here, by the
power and action of the Holy Spirit, streams of Divine
Grace that irrigated the surrounding land. It is from here,
from Sophia of Kyiv, that the life-giving beams of God’s
Wisdom enlightened all the ends of the Kyivan state.
Having accepted, however, the grace of baptism, not all of
them became capable of being completely transformed
into the depths of Divine Wisdom, and, as in Kyiv, to build
their ecclesiastical identity and social institutions in its
light. Even when they imitated, and sometimes occupied,
the Cathedral of the Wisdom of God in Kyiv, they
distinguished their existence with the aggression of
nomadic conquerors, according to the Apostle Paul,
“holding the form of religion but denying the power of it”
(2 Timothy 3:5).

(to be continued)



@) HEAD OF UGCC AND

US AMBASSADOR

DISCUSS

Religious Information RELIGIOUS AND
Service of Ukraine POLITICAL

SITUATION IN UKRAINE

The head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
Patriarch Sviatoslav, held a working meeting with
the US Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary to Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch, during which the
parties discussed the situation in the socio-political
and religious life of Ukraine. The meeting was held
at the initiative of Marie Yovanovich, the Department
of Information of the UGCC reports.

The ambassador was interested in the state of
inter-religious and ecumenical dialogue in Ukraine
and the position of the UGCC. The Primate said that,
according to the ecumenical concept of the UGCC,
the Church is trying to be open and seek dialogue
between all Churches and religious organizations in
Ukraine.

“Obviously, we get different answers, but we try to
cooperate with everyone. Both with the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, the Moscow Patriarchate, and the
Protestant Churches which are members of the All-
Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious
Organizations because we believe that the
preservation of religious peace in Ukraine is a
question of the common good of our state and, in
particular, in this context it is an important element
of the security of our state,” noted His Beatitude
Sviatoslav.

The Head of the UGCC told the US diplomat about
his contacts with Metropolitan Epifaniy. In particular,
the fact that the Greek Catholics try to be open and
work together for the good of Ukraine, but do not
interfere with the interior Orthodox processes or
other affairs relating to their life. That is, the UGCC
is trying to cultivate good relations with all.

The parties also discussed the role of the Church
in society, in particular in the context of the
upcoming elections.

The Head of the Church told the Ambassador that
a year ago, the UGCC proclaimed a year of prayers
for fair and just elections in Ukraine. The clergy sent
a separate message to the Ukrainian people and the
faithful of the UGCC, which warned of the various
dangers that weighed on our society at that time. In
particular, the danger of cheap populism, the use of
violence as an instrument of political struggle. The
parties also agreed on the need to adopt a new
electoral law so that Ukrainians would have more
confidence in the state institutions to which they
would elect new representatives. After all, we see
that the level of people's confidence in state
institutions is not high today.

According to the Primate, this year, the UGCC will
continue implementing its principles. In particular,
the Church's non-interference in the political
process, in particular the prohibition of clergy to
participate in campaigning for or against a particular
candidate. “But on the other hand, we encourage our
laity, honest Christians to be active in political life in
order to uphold the Christian values of social and
family life, defend the foundations of an independent
free European type of Ukrainian state,” the Head of
the UGCC noted.

The ambassador asked about pastoral plans of the
UGCC for this year. His Beatitude Sviatoslav said
that the UGCC will honor the figure of the blessed
Omelyan Kovch this year, a symbol of the identity of
the UGCC. “This is a priest, a patriot of the Ukrainian
people, participant of the national liberation struggle
.. But as he rescued the representatives of the
Jewish people during the Holocaust, he was killed by
the Nazis in a concentration camp. So this figure as
such destroys all the myths against our Church that

Russian propaganda is trying to inculcate. And,
according to our belief, he is the true embodiment of
a pastor. Therefore, our Church proclaimed Father
Omelian as patron of the priests of our Church,” said
the Primate.

This year, his name will be honored at the state
level, along with such figures as the Blessed
Klementiy Sheptytskyy, Blessed Josafat Horda-
shevskyy ... “In honor of these figures, we want to
show how vital they are as examples of values and
behaviors that are needed today in our country,”
said UGCC Head.

Mrs. Ambassador thanked the UGCC for playing a
very active but well-balanced role in social and
public life. She also thanked for the fact that the
UGCC is a promoter of ecumenism and its openness
demonstrates true inter-church and inter-religious
cooperation models. She also thanked for a clear
public and Christian stance on political processes
that involve Ukraine today.

The Head of the UGCC thanked Marie Yovanovitch
for the meeting and for supporting true democracy
and freedom of conscience in Ukraine today.

UKRAINIAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS
CALL FOR RELEASE
OF CAPTIVE UKRAINIANS
AND OTHER HOSTAGES OF KREMLIN

The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations appealed to a number of
institutions to facilitate the release of captive
Ukrainians, political prisoners and other hostages
held in Russia and in the occupied territories of
Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts.

Letters signed by the Chairman of the AUCCRO
Rabbi Yakov Dov Bleich were sent both to the
leadership of the Russian Federation and to the
World Council of Churches, the Interreligious
Council of Russia and other interdenominational
institutions, the Institute of Religious Freedom
reports.

“The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations is calling on you to do
everything possible to ensure that the process of

release of Ukrainian citizens, prisoners and
hostages held captive for political reasons gets
unlocked so they may be released soon,” the
appeals reiterate.

The AUCCRO draws attention to the fact that it is
the matter of people who, according to numerous
testimonies and conclusions of international
organizations, are held in adverse conditions of
detention, and in some cases are subject to tortures,
have no access to medical care. Every day of their
stay in custody inflicts serious damage to their
health and deeply aggrieves their relatives and loved
ones.

“No less disturbing is the fate of the group of
Ukrainian citizens convicted for political reasons
who are held now in Russian prisons. The very fact
of their condemnation attests to the violation of the
rule of law principle on political grounds,” AUCCRO
emphasizes.

The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations stated that it shares the
position of many international organizations,
including non-governmental ones, with the need for
the fastest release of captive Ukrainians, other
captives of the Kremlin and hostages in the
occupied territories of Ukraine. Religious leaders
also called for their decent conditions of detention,
in accordance with the norms of international
humanitarian law and respect for human life,
bequeathed by the Creator, until their release.

Earlier, the Council of Churches invited all
believers and all local religious communities to pray
during religious services for the release of Ukrainian
sailors and other captives of the Kremlin.



