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vy

79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

WWW. DTOVASSIL. CO

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

West Seneca NY 14224-4442

Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Pages:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
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1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

SLAVIS
RAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak 6f

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421(

F b PHONE 893-1025

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILK
NEPKEA GEATOIO MHUKOAAA

UNDER THE PROTEGTION
OF MOTHER OF GOD

A OITKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRU MAPIT OAITITPIT
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IEPKOBHUH BIGHHK - 4Y.05

3 papia "Muaocepannit Gamapanun"

...3anuTtaiiMocsi Koro Mu 00pa3uJin, Koro
CKPUBANJIH, KOTO OYOPHUJIH, KOTO HEHABH-
AeM0, KOMY X04eMO BiIIJIATUTHCH Y4eTBepo,
Bi/I KOro Mo/BiiiHO 3a0paTu... Ajie Mo:KkeMO
HAJIA/IHATH, IPUBEPHYTH CNOKIiii, OUHCTHUTH
cefe, MPOCTUTH TUM L0 NPOBUHHUIUCS MPOTH
HAC i LIyKaTH NPOLIEHHS Y TUX MPOTH AKHUX
MM npoBuHMIKCS. I ko1 6 Hami rpixu Oyau
SIK OarpsiHULA YepBoOHi, XpHCTOC iX BUOIIUTH
HEMOB CHIr i 3ragyBaTu He Oy/Je i MU 3HOBa
Oyaemo iforo 6paramm i cecTpamu i yJiro0.e-
HUMM IiTbMH BceBHIIHBOTO.

Tak sik muTaps 3akxesi ['ocnioab i Hac 3Hae
no imMeHi. Bin 6aunTh Hac HacKpi3b, po3ymie
yci Hami TpyaHoIi, i 10 HAaC 3aNPOLIYETHCS Y
rOCTHHY, 00 X04e HAM NPUHECTH CNOKiii i pa-
aicteb. [lpuiimim foro 1o cede, 3aBeaim iioro
A0 HAHOLIIIb CKPUTHX 3aKYTKIB HAIIOTO cep-
. Xai BiH oce/leThCsl TaM i 3BigTamM BUIIPO-
MiHIO€ CBiT/IOM BipH, s Tux mo bora myka-
I0Th, CBITJIOM HaAii AJ151 THX IO il He MAKOTh,
CBIiTJIOM JII000BH, 1JIsl THX AKX HEHABICTH
onaHyBaJja. AMiHb.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE MOP’SIJIOK CB. JITYPI'IH

Jan. 29: 33 S. aft. Pent.—H Mut. i ®ap. [ 29 Ciuns: 32 Heias (Ipo 3axxesn) [
12:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisn 10:00 p. +CeBepun JleBuubkuii (Cipuit
JeB) i + UneniB IlnacToBoi CT.

S JIrwororo: H. Muraps i ®apices m:

Mon., January 30 — Ilonexinok, 30 Ciuns
8:15 AM +Ons 3amyxna (Ons Umona)

Tue., January 31 — BiBTopok, 30 Ciuns
12:00 PM +Richard Bevtl (Steven)
Wed., February 1 — Cepena, 1 JIrororo
8:15 AM V Bnacnomy Hamipenni —
(AnTonina Ilaparmiif)

10:00 p. +Bosiogumup 3aHbKiB (AHHA)

O cprei i’-IA.ldmef_e'.iiim LT

ENCOUNTER-CTPITEHHHA s e

Thu., February 2 — Yer., 2 JIroToro

9:30 AM +Theodore & Ahafia Nowadly
(Elaine)

Fri., February 3 — Il’saTauus., 3 JIrororo

3:15PM For al the sick and suffering
(Apostleship of Prayer)

Sat., February 4 — Cy6ora, 4 JIrororo

9:00 AM +Cnaga lumka (ponuna)

4:30 PM  +Wasyl Artymowycz - 40 d.
(Anna Melnyk)

Feb. 5: S. of Prod. Son—H. Bayx. Cuna [l
12:00 AM +lreneVoychak (Roman)

Eternal Light burnsfor

++Jean & Arnold Mahlmeister
Requ. By Mary Beth

Ko nisinyere 1aty Bamoro BiH4aHHS

YH XpeleHHsl TO IPOCHMO NOTOBOPHTH 3
MapoxoMm, oo moTiM He 0yJI0 HENMOPO3y-
(1) Biune Csitiio MiHHs. MosKke cTaTHCS, IO B 1€l 1eHb
B uects IIJIM roputh OyJe HeMOK/IYBO BiI0yTH 3aIUISTHOBAHE.

HA CJIABY BOXKY e

T _ _ If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ChristisBorn! Glorify Him!

ding, please contact Pastor about the
Xpucroc Paxkaaerncs! date before making other arrangements.
Caasire Horo!

U Row me

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420
Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

DNIPRO %g JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

4166 Union Road
(Airport Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

(Getzville Plaza)
Amherst, NY 14068

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

"'-'f"‘:h ° °
it “The credit union
with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
us raise money 09 S
for our Church gﬂp
by purchasing L pS

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
PO}II/IHa IMOBUHHA l'IOBilIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

IMO Dmytro IIKiwsky;j
8 Altar Boy Dalmatics
NadiaMarc

IMO Harry Swiatkiwsky
3 Greek Triple Candles (For Theophany)
Emily, Gregory & Stephen Swiatkiwsky
Tothe Church
Dr. Peter Blendohohy - $2,000.00
Pietszak Funeral Home - $1,175.00 (Cal-
endars)

IMO Gloria Szyszka
John & Mary Makar - $250.00

IMO Daria Wojtowych
Marija Dranka - $20.00
Anna Zankiw - $20.00

Donations Towar ds Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour Benefits-
Yearly Communication Assessment Fee
Anna Hanicki
Dmytro & Dolores Baranyckyj

Thank You! sikyemo!

49 Bimtisa Corwo3y YKpaiHoOK
nosifomuisie, mo 3 nepumoro Jirororo 2012
POKY PO3MOYMHAEMO HIOPIYHY 30ipKy HA
CTHIIEHAII A/ He3aMO3KHOI MOJIOAL B
Ykpaini. Yekn MoxkHa BUIIUCYBATH HA
Ukrainian National Women’s L eague.
MumnyJiopiuHi 3BiTH € y ped. CTunenaiii.

3a inpopManissMu NPOCHMMO 3BepTaATHCS

1o pedgepentok 49-ro Binainy:
3opsiuu Auummu-banyi — 668-9504
Oxcann Canaur — 832-9331

Crunenauiina Axuist 49 Bigginy CYA

NMPOLLUA OO JIioPAY | CB. 3EMIJI
(6-19 TPABHA, 2012)

* % %
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski
Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

Oles & Lyubov Cheren (Cataract Press)
from Clifton, New Jersey will be visiting
our parish today, January 28, 29, 2012
with alarge selection of UKRAINIAN
BOOKS, both in Ukrainian and in En-
glish, including religious, academic, histo-
ry, literature, dictionaries, arts and crafts
and children’s. D-V-D’s, C-Ds, GREET-
ING CARDS, SCARFS and EMBROIDE-
RY arealso available. These are display-
ed in thechurch hall. A percentage of the
proceeds will be donated to our parish.
We encourage our membersand gueststo
take advantage of thisextraordinary
opportunity.

The Blessings of Homes
Father will attempt to bless as many
homes as possible thisyear. If for some
reason he does not makeit to your home
and you want your house blessed, or if
you would like a certain time of day,
please let Father know.

IMocraparcs BigBinaTu 3 6J1arocJI0BeH-
HSIM JI0oMiB. SIKkio He Oyay y Bac a XoTijiu
Om, o 0 s1 NpuiiloB, 2060 € NpodaeMa
yacy 4epe3 Npaimio — NpoCHUMO IaTH 3HATH
i mocrapaemMocs NIPUHTH Y BIANOBIIHUI
yac.
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http://www.topsmarkets.com/
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3ABABA - Pre Lenten

and

St. Valentine's Day
DINNER-DANCE

% ' Saturday
2 February 11, 2012
7:00pm

St. John the Baptist Ukr. Cath. Church

3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore NY 14217

Tel:(716) 873-5011
stiohnmyparish@gmail.com

In Memoriam — Biunas [lam'arn!
Fell asegp inthelLord
+ Maria Mucyn

(1921 - January 22, 2012)
Wife of late Mikola , mother of George
(Linda), Michad (Patricia), William, Orest
(Laura); grandmother of Sophia (Kevin)
Hejmanowski, Jennifer (Salvatore) Tulu-
mello, Emily (Scott) McLaughlin, Lindsey

Parishioners and guests are invited to en- (Craig) Semrau, Daniel, Megan, Catherine
joy a relaxing evening of musicand friendly (Adam) Ballard; great-grandmother of

atmosphere to the tunes of the band “Kar-

paty” from Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada.

Tickets: ADULTS $35.00
Children up to 14 yearsold FREE
(with parents)

Homemade Food,
' Coffee,

will be available.

For table and ticketsreservations:
call by February 05, 2012

(716) 873-5011
(347) 342-2208

EVERYONE WELCOME

Madelynne, Anna, Vincent, Dominic,
Gabrid, Brody and the late Gianna.
Eternal Memory! Vichnaya Pamiat’!

Ynoxkoinacs B I'ocnioai Cs. Ilam.

+Mapis Myuun (1921-2012)
PoauHi cki1agaemMo ciBuyTTH, A il Xail
Oyne Biunas Ilam’siTh!

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE

” PLEASE RETURN your 2012 Registration
7 Card found in the beginning of your enve-

lope box, even if your information has not
changed. We need to have a yearly updated
list of parish parishiones Please also include
e-mail addresses and cell phone numbers.

* * %
IIpocumo BUIIOBHUTH peecTpaniiini KapT-
ku. [TocTtaBTe Takox E-Meiin i unciio
MOOiIbHHUKA.

SAMNPOLUEHHA

bynaBa 9-oro Bigainy l0O-CYM
im. BatypuH B Bodpano
Mae LaHy 3anpocuTu
Bce YKpalHCbKe rpoMaasHCTBO,

Ha

CYMIBCbKY AJIUHKY

CBaTo4Ha lNMporpama

BiabyaeTbcA B cyboTy,
4-ro nwoTtoro 2012 p.
oroa. 4:30 no non.
B YKpaiHcbkomy [lomi [Hinpo
npu 562 [xeHeci Byn. bocpano.

KaBy i conogke npurotoBntoe
BaTtbkiBCbkun KomiteT

3 CYMiBCbKUM NpuUBITOM:
YecTb YkpaiHu! FNotoB BopoHuTu!

Bbynasa HO-CYM

Please say a prayer
for the vocation!

* % %

IIpocuMo momouTHCSH
3a CBAIECHUY] MOKJINKAHHA!

Please Remember
Our Church in Your Will!

IMam'saTaiimo npo Pigny LlepkBy
Ta Npo ii MaildyTHICTH

Adopt a FRIEND for a Year!

The best way to enjoy the spirit of Christ-
masand St. Nicholasisto GIVE. Thereisa
group in our Parish, who have given all their
lives and now dueto sickness or older age,
they arenolonger ableto give. In someways
they areforgotten. Let usput alittle sunshine
in their livesand hereishow!

e Select a name (by contacting the rectory).

e Visit if possible at least once a month.

e Tell them what isgoing on in the parish.

e If possible, bring them alittle gift at
Christmas, their birthday, and Pascha...

o Beforeleaving, say a prayer with them.

Theyoung can also take part. Theelderly
love the young. Rhidna Skola could make
them cardsor alittlecraft. Plast & SUM can
do their share and maybe even get a badge
for their good deeds. Make it a family affair.
When we are young and healthy, we have a
hard time squeezing in God and Church, yet
when we grow older we have all thetimein
theworld to giveto God and the Church but
areunable... Why not bring some sunshine
into someone else’sday? If thissoundslike
something you would be able to set asidetime
for, then please notify therectory, because
therearemany elderly peoplein our Parish
who could use your kindness and would
greatly appreciate your company!

* % %

S cBimommii TOro, 110 MU BCi cTapaeMocst
poouTu 100po 1ia iHmux. Bee Jk Taku 3aKk-
JIMKAI0 0X0YHUX 3pO0UTH 1Ie OHe 100pe aino,
B imenni [lapoxii, npunaiiMHi pa3 Ha Micslb.

Y Hac neBHa KiJIbKiCHThL HEMIYHHX 0Ci0,
AKHX MM MOIJIM 0 BiiBigaTH i B TaKH cIOCi0
NMPUHECTH KiTbKa pajiCHUX XBUJIMH y IXHE
sKuTTA. Mosioaeui opranizauii MoxKyTh Ta-
KOK 11e 3p00OUTH, HIIP. 3aK0JISAYBATH Y L
yac. [Ipocumo nepeveratu ingopmanii nmo
aHrjaicbku. Jlyxe 1sikyemo.


mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

CHRIST ISBORN! January 29, 2012
GLORIFY HIM!

Dear (say your name here for your very own personal |etter),
Good Morning! Looks like God iswilling,
the creek didn’t rise and the snows didn’t pile

up, so here | come with some mail for you
again this week. Thanks and glory to God!
And “thank YOU” for alowing me to come
into your lifel

This letter always comes with the prayer that
you are close to the Lord, and are blessed with
much health and happiness, for we know how
very much sadness and sickness abounds in
our families and communities. If you ever
need to seethisfirst hand, and you would like
to count your blessings, simply go into the
chapel of most any hospital. There you can
usually find a book, either in the back, or per-
haps in front near the atar. This book contains
the prayer list where people are able to write
the names of their loved ones who are sick,
and for whom they are requesting prayers.
Generaly, people write far more than just the
name of the sick person, and that iswhat is so
interesting about it, and the reason | mention it
to you. They actually pour out their hearts to
God as they write the purest and deepest pray-
ersfor their loved ones. Many times those
notes confirm and strengthen our own faith as
we see “what other people are going through,”
and how they are living through the struggle
of illness and fear. Next time you visit some-
one in the hospital, go into the chapel and read
that book. | guarantee it will be beneficial to
you, and also, you will immediately find your-
self praying for the intentions that are written
there. Often, as you read, and then pray for
those intentions, your prayers for them will
definitely be accompanied by tears, as you
will certainly be moved by their callsto God. |

know when | read those pleas | realize how
small my crossredly is.

In our small community here on the Niag-
ara Frontier and wherever this letter goes,
we know of broken wrist/arm, broken hip,
biopsy, blood infection, new pacemaker etc.,
etc. This brokenness and suffering will al-
ways be with usin this‘mystery of Life,’
but we are called to wholeness and healing.
We must let the sick know they are always
remembered in our prayers our thoughts and
in our visits. May the Lord, the Divine Phy-
sician touch and heal His servants!

Last weekend in my sermon at the 4:30pm
Liturgy at St. Nicholas, and again at Holy
Protection on Sunday morning the Spirit
guided me to speak of a great outrage that
occurred on Friday January 20. On that day,
Archbishop and Cardinal-elect Timothy Do-
lan, as President of the US Conference of
Catholic Bishops, received a call from Kath-
leen Sebelius, the head of the Dept. of
Health and Human Services. In that call
Archbishop Dolan was informed that begin-
ning on August 1, 2012 (less than eight
months from today), the insurance premiums
we pay, including premiums paid by Catho-
lics who are employees of churches and
schools, will be required to cover drugs and
procedures that are in direct conflict with the
teaching of the Church. Catholics must pay
for birth control, sterilization and even abor-
tion causing drugs. The Archbishop said,
“we are now being told by the United States
government “to violate our consciences!”

Do you know why they chose that particu-
lar day to announce this? Because the fol -
lowing days of the weekend would find
thousands of pilgrimsin Washington, D.C.
for the annual March for Life and it was just
another way for them to say, “ Go ahead,

Cathoalics...march al you want. Watch what
we can do!”

Thisisjust more of the lies and hypocrisy
and EVIL that isout there, especialy guided
and promoted by government. Three months
ago after personally meeting with Mr. Obama,
Archbishop Dolan came out of that conference
and said that the president understood the
Catholic position and that he (Dolan) even felt
very good about how well the meeting went.
WEell, he doesn’t feel very good today! He
wrote an article on Wednesday January 25 in
the Wall Street Journal to protest this latest
outrage by the administration and its cohorts
such as Planned Parenthood. In that article the
Archbishop wrote: “ Thislatest erosion of
our first freedom should make all Ameri-
cans pause. When the gover nment tampers
with a freedom so fundamental to the life of
our nation, one shuddersto think what lies
ahead.”

Retired Cardinal Mahoney of Los Angeles
responded to the decision saying, “ This deci-
sion must be fought against with all the ener-
gies the Catholic community can mus-
ter....thereis no other fundamental issue as
important as this one as we enter into the
Presidential and Congressional cam-
paigns....if any candidate refuses to acknowl-
edge and to promote those rights, then that
candidate will not receive my vote.”

I’m 68 years old, gonna be 69 in October.
Not too much shocks me anymore, but I’ ve
got to tell you | was really shocked last week
after those Liturgies when | preached about
this. | wastold there are actually people who
call themselves Catholics, Christians and
Ukrainians, but, for whatever reason, fail to
see the evil, hypocrisy and “clear and present
danger” in al this. There are peoplein our
churches, and in other Christian churches and
in the Jewish synagogues who call themselves

“Obamagirls.” Give me abreak! How anyone
who saysthey are Catholic, Christian, Ukrain-
ian or ssimply God-fearing could desire the
things that have been happening in this coun-
try is beyond me. It istime for alot of usto
really check our faith, to really examine our
consciences, and maybe even to go to confes-
sion and seek forgiveness for our part in the
Holocaust of Abortion. We must stop siding
with those who promote this agendal Thereis
nothing more important or valuable than
LIFE. No not even JOBS, the Economy, the
Environment or even free handouts! Without
LIFE thereis nothing!

Since | alwaystry to bring you a smile or
show you abit of sunshine when | write, |
thought maybe | should say, “I’m sorry for
writing about such serious stuff.” But | can’t
say that. It is serious stuff. And thisisonly the
beginning. Thankfully, many of our bishops
are already speaking up about thislatest out-
rage.

But we are always people of hope and once
again, asin all things, the smileisthere, the
sunshine is there for, if we have faith and trust
inour Lord, we know He isthe answer...The
Way, the Truth and the Life. We have only to
be Christian, Catholic, and God-fearing! May
the blessing of the Lord come upon you Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit! May our Holy Lady
keep you beneath the protection of her heav-
enly veil.

God willing and the creeks don't rise (and
they have been, asthe “rain of God is upon
us’...thanks Fr. Tom ©), or the snows don’t
come (this week end is the 35" anniversary of
the Great Blizzard of " 77) , I’'ll write again
next week.

In HisUnending L ove,
Fr. Ray



From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Thereisajourney we all have to make, a pil-
grimagewe are all called to undertake as Chris-
tians, and that isthejourney from pride to hu-
mility. That isthe pilgrimage that the Pharisee
in today’s Gospel (L uke 18:9-14) still needsto
make. His attitude shows that heisin need of
such a spiritual journey. Currently his point of
departureis, “I thank you God that | am not like
therest of mankind, and especially that | am not
like this tax-collector” (Luke 18:11) but the des-
tination of hisheart needsto be morelikethe
publican, “ O God, be merciful to measinner.”
(Luke 18:13) Recently, | read an interesting sto-
ry about aroyal family in Vienna, Austria and
it reminded me of this progression toward hu-
mility that we must all make. In Vienna, Aus-
triathereisa church in which theformer ruling
family in Austria, the Hapsburgs, lay buried.
When royal funerals used to arrive, the mourn-
ersknocked at the door of the church to be al-
lowed permission to enter in. Thepriest inside
would ask ‘Who isit that desires admission
here? A guard would call out, ‘His apostolic
maj esty, theemperor’. The priest would an-
swer, ‘I don’t know him’. They would knock a
second time, and again the priest would ask
whowasthere. The funeral guard outside
would announce, ‘ The highest emperor’. A sec-
ond timethe priest would say, ‘I don’t know
him’. A third time they would knock on the
door and the priest would ask ‘Whoisit? The
third time the answer would be, *Your brother,
a poor sinner.” Upon which, the funeral proces-
sion was then allowed entry into the church.
Theroyal Hapsburg family in Austriawas al-
lowed into the church when they leveled the
playing field, when it was understood that no
oneisgreater or less, but that we areall poor
sinners before the mercy of the Kingdom of
God. Weareall called to makethe journey
from the Pharisee to the publican, to the point
in which we can profess, “ God be merciful to me,
because | am nothing morethan a sinner.”
(Luke 18:13)

Thereis some of the pride of the Pharisee
and some of the humility of the publican in
each of us. Toagreater or lesser degree, we
areall called by Jesusin today’s Gospel to
make that journey from pride to humility.
That iswhy in the parable the humble publi-
can who asked God for mercy went home at
peace with God and why the proud Pharisee
did not. If weare not sensitive to the needs of
other people, we are not very sensitiveto God
either. The publican was awar e of hisfailings
and weaknesses and was also sensitiveto God.
Quite often, the proud cannot bring them-
selvesto hold out empty handsto God, they
insist on offering virtues, good works, self-
denials. They want to be beautiful for God
from their own resour ces, whereaswe are
beautiful only because God looks upon us and
makes us beautiful. God cannot give himself
to usunless our hands are empty to receive
him. The deepest reason why so few of usare
saintsis because we will not let God love us.
We assume we know better than God, and
that lack of humility iswhy the Pharisee did
not go homejustified. On the other hand, we
have the publican who goesto thetemplein
humility. It isaboveall in hisprayer that we
see hisrepentance, “ O God, be merciful to me
asinner.” (Luke 18:13) Unlikethe Pharisee,
he did not try to conceal who he really was or
put on false pretensesto hide hisreal self
from God. Hecameto God ashewas. There-
fore God met him where hewas and lifted
him up, so he went homejustified (L uke
18:14). Thetax collector isreally living the
first beatitude, “ Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirsisthe kingdom of God.” Hewas
poor in spirit and so arewe. Hewasjust like
another tax collector, Zacchaeus, whom we
heard about last Sunday, who humbly meets
Jesusin a spirit of repentance and isalso
saved (L uke 19:1-10). Throughout Scripture,
we see God coming to those who know they
arein need. Sosurely thelLord issayingto
each of usin today’s parable that we have

nothing to fear in approaching Him just aswe
are.

On aflight from Johannesburg, a middle-
aged, fairly well-off Caucasian lady from South
Africa had found herself sitting next to an Afri-
can man. She called the cabin crew attendant
over to complain about her seating. “What
seemsto bethe problem, Madam?” asked the
attendant. “Can’t you see?” shesaid. “ You've
sat me next to akaffir. | can’t possibly sit next
to thisdisgusting human. Find me another
seat!” “Please calm down, Madam.” the stew-
ardessreplied. “ Theflight isvery full today, but
I will go and check to seeif we have any seats
availablein first class.” The woman cocked a
snooty look at the outraged black man seated
beside her (not to mention at many of the sur-
rounding passengersaswell). A few minutes
later the stewar dessreturnswith the good news,
which she deliversto the lady, who cannot help
but look at the people around her with a smug
and self-satisfied grin: “Madam, unfortunately,
as| suspected, economy isfull. But | have spo-
ken to the cabin servicedirector, and it seems
that we do have one seat in first class’. Before
the lady had a chance to move up from her seat,
the stewar dess continued, “It ismost extraordi-
nary to make thiskind of upgrade, however,
and | had to get special permission from the
captain. But, given the circumstances, the cap-
tain felt that it was outrageous that someone be
forced to sit next to such an obnoxious person.”
With which, the stewar dess turned to the Afri-
can man seated next to thelady, and said: “ So if
you would liketo collect your things, Sir, | have
a seat ready for you in first class.” At which
point, the surrounding passenger s stood and
gave a standing ovation while the African fellow
walked up tofirst class, leaving the snooty lady
todrop her jaw in disbelief.

Weareall shocked at the prejudice of this
South African lady, wefedl sorry for thein-
sulted African man and we can identify with the
other passengerswho applauded the stewardess
for moving the man up tofirst class. Those who
exalt themselvesirritate others. Pride, boasting

and snobbery fools no one and does not earn
respect from others. The proud and boastful do
damage to themselves by exalting themselves.
How much dignity arewewilling to lose, by
making our selves appear greater than others?
“For all thosewho exalt themselveswill be hum-
bled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” (Luke 18:14) Our value as human be-
ingsisthat we areall equal in dignity before
God as sons and daughters of Abraham. Those
who are proud or boastful do not realize that
everything they have comes from God. None of
us has anything that was not first given to us by
God; thereforethe only thing each of uscan
boast about isGod. For many of usthe prob-
lemisnot just our pride or lack of humility, it
isforgetting that since our baptism we have be-
come heirsto God’s kingdom, for getting that
we, by ourselves, are not capable of saving our -
selves and ar e saved only by the death of Jesus
on the cross. We have all been purchased for
the Father at agreat price. That istheonly
thing we should boast of, and no more. Christ
died on the crossfor you and for me, and for
the person sitting next to usand the people liv-
ing in our home, and also for the neighborswe
may not always get along with, the people who
perhaps annoy us at work, and even those per -
sonswho have hurt usdeeply. Christ died for
all of humanity, sowe are all equally precious
in the eyesof God. Unfortunately, in today’s
society it does not alwayswork like that, which
is probably why so many of our teensand
young adults act asif theworld owesthem so
much. But equality is Jesus plan for Hisking-
dom wherewe areall equally loved before God
—no matter who we are or wherewe come
from. St. Paul writes: “ Continue yourself in the
things that you have learned and have been as-
sured of, knowing of whom you have learned
them.” When we come before God, whether in
Church or in prayer, we should come humbly,
acknowledging our sinfulnesswithout any ex-
cuses of righteousness or false pretenses. Let us
simply pray asthe publican in today’s Gospel:
“Lord, be merciful to me, asinner."



