Our Prosphora
Dinner. Thanks!

At our Prosphora Dinner:
Carolling for Ukraine — Thank You!
Happy 90t Birthday Zenon & Jaroslawa

Derhak (with daughter Dianna) >
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IEPKOBHUN BICHUK

He3suyaliHe 3aex0u
psidom 3 mob6oro.
boxecmeeHHi 3HaMeHHS
8Ka3ylomb WJIsX.
| aneenu 2comosi
3ilimu 3 Hebec.
Moku mu
wykamumew Teopus,
meos dywa xumume
i Focnodb 6yde 3 moboro.
3po6u kpok Momy Hasycmpiy,
i BiH 3pobumsb
decsimb 0o mebe.

Lliei Hepini nouMHaeTbCcA NepeanacxanbHUi Yac BenvkogHboro umkny. Bei npaBoBipHi nounHalTh
rotyBatuca Ao rigHoi 3yctpivi Bockpecnoro Xpucta, abu 3 ynctum cepuem npocniBatm nepeMoXHuii
rimH: «XpUCTOC BOCKpEC i3 MEPTBUX, CMEPTHO CMEPTb NOAONAB...»

Mu x1BeMmo B TakUi Yac, KONW TSKKO BiHANTU Ty MEXY, WO BigAainsae 4oopo Ta 3no. | Tskko npobutuca
Ao lctmhin. Bo ansa uboro noTpibHO 6T CUNBHOK OCOOMUCTICTIO, iIKa HE PO3YUHMTLCS B HATOBNI, AIKa €
30aTHOK YMHWUTK ONip CUNam TeMPSABHU, WO OTOUYIOTh ii. CUNbHUM € He Tinbku TOW, XTO nepemarae. 6o
TaM, Ae 3aKiHYyeTbCA BiABara NOYMHaETLCA pabCeTBo. | TiNbkK pab 6oiTbCA NOpa3ok, TOMY HiKONM i He
nepemarae. A6y nepemortu, Tpeba mati, B nepiuy Yepry, cunbHe 6axxaHHA BUPBATUCSA 3 HATOBNY.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his.
He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had
falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law
(Ex. 22:3-12). The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone
for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we correct
ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions. (Fr. Thomas Hopko)
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IIEPKORHHUH BIGHUK [ (. (ITix Omixoro I1.1.M.)
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE HOP’HI[OK CB. JITYPI'IA
4:30 PM +Sophie Sudyn (Betty Kitt) 29 CiyHsa: Hepgina 3akxesn
Jan.29: SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS 10:00 AM +Anppint Toma [iakyH (poauHa)

12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

5 INotoro: Hegina Mutaps i @apuces

photos on facebook.com

Three Holy Hierarchs - Tpbox CsiTutenis
Monday, January 30 Ciuns, MoHeginok

10:00 AM +lpuna Bonuak (PomaH) — 7 piuHunua

9:00 AM +Theodore & Ahaphia Nowadly (Elaine)
Tuesday, January 31 Ciuns, BiBTOpok

8:00 AM +flpocnasa bopauok (EBa KosTtano)
Wednesday, February 1 Iliotoro, Cepeaa

Presentation of Our Lord - CTpiTeHHs
Thursday, February 2 Jltotoro, Yetsep

9:30 AM +Pawlo Nyznyk (Roman/Paul Nyznyk)

Friday, February 3 Jltotoro, 'aTHuuA
9:00 AM +Onekca Kypnsk
(AHapin i Mapika PomaHtok)

Saturday, February 4 INoToro, Cy6ota

9:00 AM +Norma DuBois (Marylen Glascott)

4:30 PM +Mychajlo Serediuk — From Ukraine
(Serediuk Family) — 40t Day

- Oles & Lyubov Cheren, dba Cataract Press
from Clifton, New Jersey, now living in Parma,
OH, are visiting our Parish Saturday Feb, 4 and
Sunday Feb. 5, with large selection of UKRAINI-
AN BOOKS, both in Ukrainian and English, in-
cludeing religious, academic, history, literature,
arts and crafts, dictionaries, and children’s.
CDs, DVDs, MAPS of Ukraine, GREETING
CARDS, JEWELERY imported from Ukraine,
EMBROIDERY, SCARFS, KEY-RINGS, aouto
and kitchen MAGNETS, and much more also
available. These are displayed in the church
hall. A percentage of the proceed will be
donated to our parish. We evcourage top take
adventage of this extraordinary opportunity.

Feb.5: Sunday of Publican & Pharisee

12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

Eternal Light burns for
+Rozalia Nyznyk
Requ. by. Roman/Paul Nyznyk

BiyHe Csitno B yectb M.4.M.
roputb B HaM. YkpaiHcbkoro Hapoay

- bnarocnoBeHHsi AOMIB — N0 borosiBnNeHHi!
3aknuuy konu 6yay y Bawii okonuui.

2017 LUC dues of $7.00
are now payable to
lhor Pereyma.
Dues can be sent to

38 Lester St. Buffalo, NY 14210.

—> Blessing of the houses - after Theophany!
Will call when | am in your area.
If you want to make sure that Your home is
blessed this year. Please call to arrange.

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTbca! CnaBimo!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, {Jeweﬁ'y & Em 61’01'&?1

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWARE
TONAWANDA,

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Jahawryiuk@gmall com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
oy
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN 2. YipaiHcbka
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OENEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch

Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.rufcu.org

Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday
| 9:30 am - 5 pm |
[1OH., BIBTOPOK, YETBEP

Friday / [T'aTHuUg

|9:30 am-7 pm |

Saturday / Cy6oTa

|9am-1pm|

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday
|9:30 am -5 pm |
3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUS
|9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look

Many Varieties of:

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ Eumpean Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., gty 2321 Millersport Hwy,
Cheektowaga, NY (in dimport Plaza) = B0 Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 = ) 688-1495

i I %

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CeppaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS Donations Toward Coffee Hour

Peter & Mary Ann Blendonohy - $3,000.00  (To pay our Yearly Communication

N.N - $3,000.00 Assessment Fee)
Special Appeal Orysia & Michael Dail
IMO of Sophia Dusanivsky The cost for food for each Sunday is

Elaine Nowadly - $25.00
Maria Bodnarskyj - $20.00
Emily Swiatkiwsky - $20.00

Endownment Fund

about $50.00 Your donations are gladly
accepted. We use them to buy supplies,
entire weekly profit is used toward the
yearly Communication Fee of $3600.00.

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

IMO of Andrew Thomas Diakun Thank you for your help.
Michael & Orysia Dail - $50.00 Elaine
ions!
Thank You for your donations! Prosphora Dinner
[yxe Asakyemo

Coto3 YKkpaiHOK AMepUKu MaHi AHHi MenbHUK

3a NPUroTyBaHHA LbOropiYHOl

Mpocdopu, AK i TUM ycim, Wo ii
ponomaranu. Mpuxig 6ys 840 gon.
CepaeyHa nopgsika ycim 3a yyactb!

Thank you, Anna Melnyk, and all those
who helped preparing our Prosphora
Dinner. Thank you for thaing part.
$840.00 was realized.

Thank you, kitchen ladies, for coming on
Friday mornings to prepare varenyky for
the church kitchen during past year.
Your help week after week is greatly
appreciated.

We need help in this year also to
continue helping our Parish.
Thank you in advance and may
the Lord bless you a hundredfold.

AAKYEMO!

CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Binniny CYA B badhchano nosigomnse,
o 3 nepworo nwotoro 2017 p.
pO3noYMHaETLCA 36ipKa Ha
CtuneHpininm ®onp CYA,
AN He3aMOoXHoI monopAi B YKpaiHi...
[lonomora € gyxe noTpidHa.
Yekn npocMmo BUNMCYyBaTH Ha
Ukrainian National Women’s League.
MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pechepeHTok CYA
3a inchopmauiamu cnip 3BepTaTuca Jo:
3opsHa byHu - 668-9504
OxkcaHa Canpgur - 832-9331
CtunenpiHa Akuis 49ro Biaginy CYA


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Our Easter Dinner - week after Easter,
April 23, 2017. Baked Goods, as usual,
would be greatly appreciated.
CesAveHHe uepksu CB. Mukonas
Binoyaetbca 23 KeitHs, 2017.

May 14 - Mother’s Day Breakfast
CHig. 3 Harogu [IHa Marepi -14 TpaBHs.

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be
February 26. Please attend.

Haui Piyni 3aranbH 360pu 6yayThb 26
IMoToro no Ca. Jlityprii.

EASTER this year is April 16, 2017.
It will be good to celebrate together:
Gregorian & Julian Calendars.

BenukaeHb uboro poky oyae 16 KeiTHs,
2017. bypne rapHo CBAATKyBaTH pa3oMm
SIK 0Ha napoxis.

May 21, 2017 - Solemn Holy Communion

TopxectBeHHe CB. Mpuyactra 6yae y
Heainw, 21 TpasHa o 10 roa,. Mis Ha niB.

Please pick up your church envelopes.
The cost per box is $6.00. If you did not
receive a box of envelopes and would like
to use the envelopes during the upcoming
year, please notify the Parish Office.

Mpocnmo B3ATH LepPKOBHiI KOBEPTM.
FAKwo He MoXeTe IX 3HaNTWU, NOBIAOMITb.
Askyemo!

3AMNPOLUEHHA

Bynasa 9-oro Bigginy H0-CYM im. batypuH
B bodhano mae waHy 3anpocuTmh Bee
YKpalHCbKe rpoMagsiHCTBO, Ha

CYMIBCbKY AINUHKY

CesaTouHa [Nporpama

Binbyaetbes B cyboTy, 4-ro nrotoro 2017
p. o rog. 1:30 no non.
B YkpaiHcbkomy [omi [Hinpo npu 562
[xeHeci Byn. bogarno.

3 CYMiBCbKIM NpUBITOM:
YecTb Ykpainu! [oToB BopoHuMTM!
bynasa t0-CYM

INVITATION

Buffalo Branch of the Ukrainian American
Youth Association
cordially invites you and your family to our

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS YALYNKA

Which will take place on Saturday,
February 4, 2017 at 1:30pm at
Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” 562
Genesee St., Buffalo

Glory to Ukraine! We are ready to defend!
Board of UAYA Buffalo

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you!

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWE L NERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www_stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %PS

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rpilMKU YK KapTOUKOIO, ane LepKBa AictaHe Big
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTY CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

From letter of Father Robert Moreno

| find the reading of Zacchaeus gospel a tough
one. It is very challenging. We are talking about a
conversion that moved this sinful man to do
reparation for his sins. At the jail where | minister,
many times | meet men and women who cannot for
legal reasons, approach in any way or form those
they faulted: they could be victims of their crimes,
their former spouses or even their own
children. What do they do? 12 steps programs
encourage to make amends, steps 8 and 9. Step 8
reads: Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and
became willing to make amends to them all. Step 9
reads: Made direct amends to such people wherever
possible, except when to do so would injure them or
others. It is interesting for at times they find
providential opportunities to serve and help others.

| remember a mother that lost her children in the
“system” as she was addicted to drugs. As she
sober up by attending NA (Narcotics Anonymous)
meetings she had this great void in her life. She
could not approach her children anymore... time
after time she would start drinking and eventually
using drugs again. This big frustration in her life of
not being able to be a mother was eating her alive. In
one of those meetings she heard about a man whose
children were taken to another state by his former
spouse, he could not approach, talk to or see them
by a court order. However he was able to play a
father figure in the lives of his 4 young nephews that
his sister was raising as a young widowed single
mother. Now adults, all four nephews will send him
always a Father’s day card mentioning in one way or
another they had the best dad ever in their dear
uncle as they were raised up. He taught them how to
play baseball, football, how to fish, helped them with
their projects and homework from school. This
moved the woman to reconcile with her sister who
was raising two little girls as a single mother. As she
maintained her sobriety her sister trusted her more
and more until she became a real aunt to those girls.
Not only she helped her sister but also was able to
experience real motherhood through her nieces.

Can you recall when was the last time you did
reparation? Reparation for talking about someone
for example. Reparation for not giving your spouse
or child the time they deserve but finding time for a
myriad of other activities. Reparation for having
spread a lie about someone. Reparation for acting as
a heathen rather than a Christian in some situations.
Perhaps we can all look into reparation as we ponder
on the conversion of Zacchaeus.

As a lay man in the Ukrainian Catholic church |
always found so difficult to know the details about
the traditional way of going into Lent. | knew there
was a week when there was no fasting, however | did
not know which week it was! What follows is a
humble attempt to help you see the program that our
church presents to us. | hope it helps someone.

This Sunday of Zacchaeus precedes 4 weeks of
preparation for the Great Fast or Lent. Those weeks
have their own theme: Sunday of the Publican and
Pharisee (emphasizes humility); Sunday of the
Prodigal Son (repentance: coming back to a loving
Father); Sunday of the Last Judgement or Meatfare
Sunday (we are call to love and serve our neighbor
for there is Our Lord); Sunday of Forgiveness or
Cheesefare Sunday (expulsion of Adam from Eden
and need for mutual forgiveness).

The week following the Sunday of the Publican
and Pharisee is free of fasting (great chance to get
rid of all those things we do not eat during lent). The
week following the Prodigal Son is a normal week
(fasting on Wednesday and Friday). On the week
following Meatfare Sunday, no meat is eaten how-
ever eggs, fish, and dairy are permitted on any day.

Forgiveness Sunday brings the period of
preparation to an end. The next day is Clean Monday
the beginning of the Great Fast or Lent. The Rite of
Mutual forgiveness is done on Forgiveness Sunday
evening Vespers or sometimes immediately after the
Divine Liturgy on Forgiveness Sunday.

These are the Sundays of Lent or the Great Fast:
Sunday of Orthodoxy; Sunday of St. Gregory of
Palamas; Sunday of the Holy Cross; Sunday of St.
John Climacus and Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt...

March for Life 2017

Cardinal Dolan, the archbishop of New York, pre-
sided over the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the jam-
packed National Shrine of the Basilica of the Im-
maculate Conception that included five cardinals, 40
bishops, 320 priests, 90 deacons, 545 seminarians
and a congregation of approximately 12,000.

In a homily that lasted less than 10 minutes on the
eve of the annual March for Life, Cardinal Dolan
repeatedly drew a parallel between the Church and
the mother's womb as a sacred sanctuary.

"As we are heartened by His holy word, as we are
nourished by the bread of angels, as we are sent out
in confidence for our pro-life testimony tomorrow all
in union with Jesus our high priest, we do indeed,
my brothers and sisters, have confidence within this
sanctuary this evening," said Dolan, the chairman of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.

Abortion has legally violated the sacred temple of
the mother's womb since Roe v Wade was passed 44
years ago...

"Behold the baby in the sanctuary of the womb.
Once that sanctuary is violated, once that society
deems it legal to invade it, the integrity of the natural
and the supernatural are ruptured and we have no
place safe and secure left to go," he said. "So this
evening in this sanctuary we praise you, dear God,
for those assurances and encouragements this
evening.

"We have confidence in the sacredness of sanctu-
ary, the sanctuary you intended, this earth, this life,
your church, the womb to be, to protect your
children. And we entrust to you all of our efforts to
oppose sacredness, the sanctuary of human life
itself."

Cardinal Dolan also mentioned that the sanctuary
extends outside the Church to the environment...

"We come together this sacred evening in a
church we claim as a sanctuary in a land historically
termed a sanctuary on a planet the creator intended
as an environment of sanctuary," Dolan said. "Why?
To reclaim the belief that our mother's womb is the

primal sanctuary where a helpless, innocent, fragile,
tiny baby must be safe, secure, nurtured and
protected."

"Should it shock us, my friends, as Pope Francis
asks, in his ongoing global examination of consci-
ence, that a culture that violently intrudes upon the
life of a baby in the sanctuary of his or her mother's
womb would soon lose reverence for all places
intended by God as safe, secure and nurturing?"

(https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-dolan-just-as-the-
church-is-a-sanctuary-so-should-be-the-mothers-w)

Rep. Mia Love (R., Utah) gave a heartfelt speech to
the crowd at the annual March for Life on Friday.

Love told the story of her Haitian immigrant
parents who decided not to abort her.

“Each child born and unborn has the potential to
open up our world and take us to places and spaces
we’ve never imagined,” Love said. “Each living child
carries with him or her the potential for greatness.”

Love said that every time a child is killed by an
abortion, the potential of the country is killed as well.

“Every time we Kill a child, we, all of us, suffer,”
Love said. “We lose a little of ourselves and a whole
lot of our future.”

Love’s seven-minute speech called for the end of
funding abortion and the organization Planned
Parenthood. Love said that there were other options
for women facing unplanned pregnancies, including
adoption.

“Forty-one years ago that couple from Haiti could
have made the choice to abort, but they didn’t,” Love
said. “They chose life. They didn’t choose what
might have been; they chose what is to come. They
went and followed and fostered that life, and the
future and the dreams that baby would bring.”

“m certain that this couple would never have
thought that that child would become the first black
female Republican ever to be elected to Congress.”

The March for Life has been held every year since
1974, after the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling.

BY: Alyssa Canobbio
(War Room Director for the Washington Free Beacon.)


https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-dolan-just-as-the-church-is-a-sanctuary-so-should-be-the-mothers-w
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-dolan-just-as-the-church-is-a-sanctuary-so-should-be-the-mothers-w
http://freebeacon.com/author/alyssa-canobbio/

nasa YIKL y lenb CobopHocTi:
«B ocHoBi AKTy 3nyku BusiBunacs
XPUCTUAHCLKA CYTHICTb HALOro Hapoay»

Y cBitni cobopHoCTI Wykaiimo BiANOBIAi Ha NuTaH-
HAA, AIKi CbOroAHi cTaBuMo nepep coboto. Y cBoemy
AYXOBHOMY, FPOMafCbKOMY XWUTTi, AaBanTe NpoOTK-
CTaBMMOCSl BCbOMY, WO HAc AinuTb, 3a Oyab-AKOH
03HaKOH, MOBHOI, PeniriiHOK 4YM HaBiTb Hauio-
HanbHow. ToMy WO CBITNO COBOPHOCTI, fiKe cs€
yepe3 repoiB HeGecHOI COTHI, € Ginblue i wWupLe 3a
MeXi OAHOI eTHIYHOI rpynu.

Iiﬁ,.l Cele s QN |
MpeacroaTenb BiA3HauMB, WO B L0 HEAiNto, fika
cnigye 3a hopaaHcbkum borosiBneHHsAM, XpuctoBse
€BaHrenie 3BepTac Hawy yBary Ha Icyca Xpucra,
AIKMIA NOYMHAE cBOKO NponoBiab. MoxHa ckasatu, Wwo
ua Hegina no borosiBneHHi Ham Bka3ye Ha lcyca
Xpucra sk Ha CBiTHo.

Y CesweHHoMy [ucaHHi, 3a3Havae NPONOBIgHMK,
B obpasHiin MoBi, sikolo onucye Ham Boxe Cnoso
Bora, pyxe yacto €Banrenic HasuBae bora Ceitnom.
Bor € Cgitno. | B Hbomy Hema xogHoi TeMpsiBK, AIK
Kaxe eBaHrenuct IBaH. «Te cBiTno, — po3nosiB
BnaxeHHiwun CeaAToCNaB, — ke CbOroAHi NOYNHAE
caaTu B ocobi Icyca Xpucrta, KOTpuin BUXOOUTL 3
WopaaHcbkoro xpeleHHs, cae y Xpuctosin Liepkai.
MoxeMo cka3atu, Lo Le CBITMOo - Lie CBiTNo Xpucro-
Boro €BaHrenis, ske Xpucroa LiepkBa i cboroaHi no
BCiN BCENeHi nponoBiaye BCAKOMY TBOPIHHIO.
Tomy, kaxe anocton laeno, oanH bor, ogHa Bipa i

ofHe XpelweHHs. lMpuTaMaHHOK PUCOHD ICTMHHOI
XpuctoBoi LiepkBu € ii cobopHicTe. Te cBiTno i
CbOrOAHi y CBOIN NOBHOTI CBITUTL NO BCiX ycloAax.
Bo cborogHi cobopHicTb LiepkBu 03Hayae ii BHYT-
PilHIO €aHiCTb. Y cBiTNi XpUCTOBOI iCTMHM Ha BCiX
KOHTUHEHTaX, Y BCiX HapopfiB, Ha pPi3HMX MoBax
nponosiaye oAHe 1 Te came €BaHrenie, 3Bepluye
OfHi 1 Ti x TaiHCTBa, XPeCTUTb yCi HapoAu BO iM'A
Otug, i CuHa, i Ceatoro [lyxa. Te cBiTno, fike eaHae
Bora 3 noanHO, Yepe3 NOKasAHHSA i XPELEeHHs €
CBIiTIIOM COOOPHOCTI, L0 30Mpa€ BOEANHO BCiX AiTen
Boxux i pobuts ix eauHoto Xpuctosoto LiepkBoroy.

naBa LlepkBu 3BepTac yBary Ha Te, fIK LiKaBo i
rnuboko ue Cnoso Boxe npo cBiTNO npomoBnse
CbOrofHi [0 Hac, yKpaiHLiB, fiKi CBATKYIOTb CBATO
CobopHocTi Hawwoi gepxaBu. Axe came LbOro AHs,
22 ciyHa 1919 poky, ABi AepxaBu — 3axigHoOyKpaiH-
cbka HapopHa Pecny6nika Ta YkpaiHcbka HapoaHa
Pecny6nika — 06'eaHanucs B eanHy cOGOPHY He3a-
nexHy pepxay.

«Moxemo cka3aTy, Wo B OCHOBi COBOPHOCTI, fAka
TaK nposiBunacs B AkTi 3nyku, BUiBUNaca XpucTu-
AIHCbKa CYTHICTb Haworo Hapoay. CobopHa aepxaBa
Oyna BMABOM COBOPHOCTI Hapody, He3BaXaluu Ha
Te, WO JOBrUM Yac pPisHi YacTMHM Hawoi BaTbkiB-
WMHM, Hawoi 06iToBaHOI 3eMni, Oynu po3wMaToBaHi
MiX pi3HUMK iMnepisiMK, KOTpi BXXMBanu eauHe npa-
BUNO: NOAINAW i Bnagapion. Y Len MOMeHT cobop-
HocTi Ha CodpiicbKoMy MaiiaaHi CBiTNO 3acBiTUno,
- CBITNO Hagiji, CBITNO, ike BUIALLNO 3 cepus, 3 HyTpa
YKpaiHCbKOro Hapoay fik CBiTno XpuctoBoro €BaH-
renisa, XpuctoBoi 6naroBicTi», — BBaXae bnaxeH-
Hilwwun CeATOCNaB.

Ane noauBimMocs, NPOCUTL apXMEPEN, Ha Axepeno
Liei cobopHoCTi, i MM No6auMmo, WO MU, MOXIUBO,
CbOrOAHI TeX YacTo NOYYyBaEMOCS AIK HApOA, WO CU-
AuTb y Tempsgi. «Mu Tak notpebyemo cBiTna Hagii,
cBiTna, ke 6 HaHOBO 3i0pano po3WMaTOBaHUX i
po3cisiHMX, — CBiTNa, ke 6 OCBITUNO Halle XUTTA
cborogHi. [lo Hac cborogHi B ocobnueuin cnocid
CBiTNOM COOOpPHOCTi NPOMOBNAOTL Nepwi repoi
HeGecHoi coTHi. Bo came cborogHi € TpeTa piyHMUA
iXHbOI XXepTOBHOI cMepTi», — cka3aB Masa YKL,

nasa YI'KL| Ha Bogoxpewa: «YcBigomutu
BMacHy rigHICTb — Lie BXe € PeBOSIOLIE0»
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Mwu cboroaHi xuBemo y cBiTi thanbui 1 NiAPoOOK.
Mu yacto cami npuxoByEMO 0COOMCTY NUYMHY, 6O
0aynmo, Lo He MAEMO Lo BMCTaBUTH Hanoka3s. Ham
CTpaLIHO NEePeXUTN MOMEHT iCTUHM Wopo cebe. Ane
cboroaHi Xpucroc 3anpolye BMUTUCA L€t Wop-
[AaHCbKOK BOJOHO i NepemorTi 3110.

Mpo ue ckazae Oteup i FnaBa YkpaiHcbKoi [peko-
Katonuubkoi Llepkeu BnaxeHHiwun Ceatocnas nig
yac nponosigi Ao BipHux y MMatpiapwomy cobopi
BockpeciHHa XpuctoBoro y cBaTo BorosiBneHHs
locnogHboro.

BorosiBneHHs ocnogHe — ofgHe 3 HaWbINbLMX
XpUCTUAHCLKMX cBAT. Ak cka3as lMpepcroaTens, e
CBATO, fIKe NOB’A3aHO 3 ICTOPMYHOLO NOZIEH0, WO MaE
HaA3BMYaWHO rMMbOKe 3HaYeHHs Ans Hac. Mae 3Ha-
YeHHS Ans Hac, AKi XUBEMO B LiIbOMY HEnpocTomy,
0c06nMBOMY iCTOPMYHOMY MOMEHTI icTopii YkpaiHu.

Mpo uto nogio uMTaEMo cboropHi B €BaHrenii:
Icyc npuxogutb i3 [anunei Hap I7Iopp,a|-|, wobu
xpectutucsl Bia IBaHa. «IBaH, yainsouu ue Xxpe-
LEeHHSA Y I7Iopna|-|i, - po3noBiB NPONOBIAHMK, — Ha-
4yebTO Jac NoAaM HaA o Ha cnaciHHA, Ha OYMLLEHHS,
— Hagilo, WO KONuUCb HaWbinblua TaEMHMULSA KOXHOI
noauHn Oyae BXe He Tpixom i 3M0oM, a YMMOChb
HabaraTo kpawum. Bo Mocnoab coTBOpUB NHOAUHY
He gnd rpixa i 3na. A coTBopMB ii Ha 06pa3 i nogoby
Boxy, wo6 BoHa Gyna Woro i 6pana yyacts y Bo-
%omy xuTTi. | ocb Hap MopaaH npuxoauts Xpuctoc.

Mpuxogutb, abu BMABMTU CBOK TaeMHuuto. Konu
IBaH nobauus Cnacutensi, T0 3po3ymiB, WO Le
HalyecHiwa, HanyucTila ocoba, ska He NoTpebye
OMOBIiHHS, abu cTaTu cBATOM i unuctor. Ane Xpuc-
TOC Hanonsrae: Tak, MM Maemo 3BEpPLINTU BCAKY
iCTMHY, TOMY WO Xoye 06’ABUTK IBaHOBI 1 noaAMm,
kum BiH €, abu ctana siBHO TaeMHuus Woro Bo-
XeCTBEHHOI 0cobu».

BnaxeHHiwnn CBATOCNaB NOSICHUB, WO CbOrOAHi
MU CBAITKYEMO Halle ycUHOBMEHHS. «lcyc Xpuctoc
CbOrogHi 06’aBneHni i nporonoweHunii ceoim He-
Gecium Otuem y [yci Ceatomy sik CuH eauHo-
poaHui, AKUK BigBiYHO poauTbes Big OTuA 3rigHo
cBoei boxecTtBeHHOI npupoaun. Ane cborogHi BiH
CXOAUTb Y XBUNi I7Iopna|-|CbKi, abu gaT MOXNUBICTL
KOXHOMY 3 Hac cTaT CUHaMu i JoHbKamu Boxumu.
BiH xo4e 3 Hamu po3ainuTk Te, kum BiH €. 3poduTH
Hac npuyacHUKamu Woro icTuHm. Tomy cboroaHi Bo-
Aa Ha4yeOTO Habupae iHCTpyMeHTy Boxoro ycuHoB-
NEHHSAY.

«XpucToc, cxoaauu B nopAaHChKi XBUi, 0CBAYY-
oYM BOAY, TOPKAKOUM BCECBIT CBOED MPUCYTHICTIO,
00’aBnsie Ham TaliHy XpelweHHs», — cka3aB [naBa
LlepkBu.

KoxeH i3 Hac y MoMeHT XpeLueHHs CTae AUTMHOO
Boxoto. «l Lie cTae Halw ol HaNbINbLLIOK TAEMHULEID.
KoxeH i3 Hac NoBUHEH BigKpuUTK B COOI, O MM He €
HEeBiNbHUKK, He € pabu. Mu He € iHCTpymeHTamu
AIKOICb MOMITUKM YK iHWMX 3eMHUX cun. Hairnuo-
IO NpPaBAOK NPO KOXHOFO 3 Hac € Te, WO MU €
CMHaMV | AOHbKaMK BceBUILHLOrO, AKUMK MU CTanm
B MOMeHT XpeLieHHs, npunHaBwmM flyxa Cestoro B
TaiHcTBi MuponomasaHHs».

«l ua Boaa, Ky MU CbLOrogHi 6narocnoBnsemo, —
npogoBxuB BnaxeHHiwui CesiTocnae, — € BOAOK
BiPOXXEHHS, BOAOI OUULLEHHSA. XpMCTOC NpuiMae
cborogHi XpelleHHs 3aana Hac, Wobu Hac 3poouTu
y4YacHMKamm CBOEI CUHIBCbKOI CNafwmHK, WwWob Ko-
XeH 3 Hac Mir nisnatu bora, MaTn MoXnuBICTb yBil-
™M B BoXy npucyTHicTb. TOMy CbOroaHi Mu Haye
BiQHOBNIOEMO HaUrNMbLWy npaegy npo cebe. 3Haxo-
AMMO CBOI CMpPaBXKHIO FiAHICTb i TOTOXHICTb Y

TaiHcTBi XpeLueHHA.
(OenapTtameHT iHdopmauii YIKLI)



Banns of Matrimony (1)
Gregory Richmond McQuiggen, son of
Kevin S. and Nadia R. Hreshchyshyn &
Ashley Lorraine Coomber, daughter of
William and Karen Pickel
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HamiparoTb BCTYNyTH B CTaH CYyNpPYyXnn
Iperopin Piumona MkKBirreH, cuH
KesuHa i Hagi pewwuwmH i
Auwnewu JloppeiiH Kymbep, aoHbka
Bacuns i KapeH MMiken
Lle Mepwa OnoBigp.

3 paaia " Muaocepaunit Gamapanuu"

CboropHilHA €BaHrenbcbka nogis po3noBigac Ham
npo Te, sk Icyc Xpucroc 3aBiTaB Ao gomy Mutaps 3akxes.
Te, Wo uA 3ycTpiy Biabynacsa came y AOMi, a He Ha BynuLj,
He BUNaakoBo. bo 3aBAaHHAM YOTMPLOX Hedinb A0 Benu-
KOro nocTy i Yacy caMoro nocty € 4ONOMOITH BiAYUHUTH,
OYUCTUTM AiM HawOi Jywi, Haworo XuTTa ans Icyca, wob
BiH HanoBHUB yBeCb MOro NPOCTiP CBOEH MPUCYTHICTIO,
pyxom cBoei ntobosi. Came gap Boxoi no6GoBi Moxe
NpUHeCTU AyLWi HOBUA NOAUX XUTTA | papocTi.

3i cnie €BaHrenia uiei Hepini 6auMmo, wo Icyc cam
BM3HA4MB MicLe 3ycTpiui 3 3aKxeeM, KaXy4u OO HLOrO:
»3aKxel, 3nisail wBeugko, 60 A cborogHi maw OyTH y
TBOIM AoMmi” (Jlk. 19, 5). Po3gymaiimo cbOrogHi Hag TM,
yomy Icyc 3axoTiB 3ycTpiTUCA 3 3aKXeEM CaMe y MOro AOMi
i fiKe Lie Mae 3HaYeHHSA ANSA HaLWOro AyXOBHOO XMUTTS.

Barato 3ycTtpiyen i 03gopoBneHb Icyc BUMHUB Y AOMi
xBopux. flim y CeaTomy [MucbMi Mae ocobnuBe 3Ha4EHHS.
€BpeMncbke cnoBo 6eT —,,4iM” Mae 6e3niy 3HaueHb: ,4aim”,
»pia”, ,pogmHa”, ,nokoniHHA” i T.4. Ockinbku I3painb
[OBrMi nepioa yacy BiB MaHApPIBHE XWUTTH, TO €Bpei He
nos’a3yBanu 4iM 3 YoTupma cTiHamu, 60 iX y HUX He Gyno.
[im acouitoBaBcs 3 TUM, WO 3aNMLWIANOCH i WO MOoXHa by-
o B35iTK 3 c06010, KONM NOTPiGHO Byno 3HOBY nepedupa-
TUCA Ha HOBe Micue: 3 JOMALUHIM TEMnoM, 3 BOTHULLEM,
6ina skoro 6aTbko abo Aigycb po3noBigaB Npo BenUKi
yyneca AMBE, 3 Mmauoto, IKy namanu y nacxanbsHuii Beuip,
3 narigHo YCMilLKO MaTepi, ika 3anantoBana CBiT/Oo Ha
wabar... OgHMM cnoBoM, ANs BipyHO4Oro €Bpes LM — Le,
Hacamnepep, AOMalLHs aTMocdhepa Tenna i n6oBi.

LLio6 noTpanutn Ao cBOro AoMmy, fo cebe, BigHaAWUTH Y
XUTTi atMocdpepy Tenna i no6GOBI, NOTPIGHO cmovaTky
notpanutn go gomy lcyca. Haw Mocnoab He MaB Ha Lin
3eMnii CBOro oMY, a EAUHUIA AiM, [0 AKOTO YCiX Hac Knu-

ye, - ue gim OTua. Motpanutu B gim Icyca - ue yBinTH 3
Hum B gomaluHi, G6patHi BigHoCUHKM, nepecTatu 6yTH uy-
KMHUEM i npuxopHeM, a cTatn Woro npustenem, BiguyT
cebe gutnHor HebGecHoro Otus. Lle ctano moxnusum
3aBAsAKM xepTBi Haworo Cnacutens: ,,BiH npuiiwos i 6na-
roBiCTUB MUP BaMm, Lo Oynu aaneko, i MMp TUM, Lo Gynu
0nu3bko; 60 Yepes HbLOrO, OAHI 1 ApYri, MaEMO JOCTYN A0
Otusa B ogHim [lyci. OTxe, BM He YyXuHUi Ginblue i He
NpUXoAHi, ane cniBrpoMagaHu CBATUX i goMawHi Boxi”
(Edp. 2, 17-19).

Konu nepwi yuHi wykanu Icyca, To 3anutanu Moro:
»,PaBBi — WO B nepeknagi o3Havae: Yuutenwo, - ge
nepebyBaew?”, Ton BignogiB im: ,XogiTh i noauBiTLCA”
(Is. 1, 38-39). MeToto eBaHrenucTa IBaHa € nokasaTu XuTTs
3 Icycom sik no4YaTok HOBOrO TBOPiHHA, HOBOTO CMOCOOY
KUTTA NIOAUHW. PO3Milyto4M ONKUC MOKIMUKAHHA YYHIB
nicna nponory - onucy Boxoro CuHa, IBaH nparHe
nokasat UK AIWCHICTb AK (PyHOAMEHTaNbHY B XKMUTTI
NOAUHW. ByTY NOKNMKaHWUM, GYTV XPUCTUSAHUHOM — YYHEM
Icyca, o3Hayae Ans IBaHa NPUAHATM pILUEHHA XUTU 3
Focnogom, HesanexHo Big Toro, ge came bor meHe
NoCTaBMUTb Y XUTTI.

YyeHb B HaWOMy MUCFIEHHI — Lie TOW, XTO XOAUTb A0
wkonn abo Ao yHiBepcuTeTy, Ae NPOXOAUTL BiANOBiAHe
HaBYaHHsl, 3006yBae neBHy iHopmauito. licns HaBYaH-
HA yci noBepTalTbCA A0 AOMY, i piAKo XTO Mae fiKicb
0COBUCTi CTOCYHKM 3 BUMTENEM 4 BUKNagayeM. 3a yacis
Icyca, konu xToCb NparHyB OyTW YYHEM TOTO 4M iHIOro
paBBi, AyxXe YacTo NPUXOAMB i XKMB y Hboro. Hayka nons-
rana He CTinbKu B TOMY, 00 HABYUTMCA AKUXOCb BMiHb,
CKINIbKW NeperHsATU CTUNb XuTTA Buutens. Habararto
BaXJuMBilwe Oyno Te, K BUUTENb XUBE, HiX OyAb-AKi iHWi
HaBWKM 4n BMiHHSA. MNogibHoO Icyc xo4ye patv Ham cBOE
KUTTA, AIK 3pa3oK WacTs, Wob y4eHb XMB TakK, K XuBe
noro Buutens.

MeToto Cesitoro NucbMa € He CTiNbKM 4OCTOBIPHO, Xpo-
HonoriyHo nepepatu hakTh, CKiNbKM onucatu NOACHKi
nocraBu, BKa3aTu Ha notpebu noacbkoro cepus. Konm
MM BXOAWUMO B POAUHHI CTOCYHKM 3 [ocnogom, oTpumye-
MO CBIiTNIO Ha CBOE XMTTSl, MOYMHAEMO Kpalle 6auntu
cebe. Takox i BUXif 3 HALWOrO rPilUHOTO CTaHy, napanivy
uu cninotu nponsrae 4epe3 Aim Icyca, 4yepe3s OpartHi
CTOCYHKM nio6oBi 3 Hum. Tomy Le He BMNaaKoBO, WO
Bibnis nouuHaeTbcs Big nitepu 6et — ,4im”. Bxe Ha
camomy novatky Cesitoro lMucanHs Mocnoab ckepoBye
CBOE 3anpoLLEHHs [0 CBOIX AiTeN: 3anpoLeHHs 3ibpaTtu

ix B gomi CBoro cepusi.
(0. Muxatino Yuxoeuy, pedemnmopucm)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. (S.A.S.)

Today, we have reached a turning point in the liturgical
year. For Jesus’ last words in today’s Gospel announce
a different climate from that of the Nativity and the
Baptism of Christ. “The Son of man has come to seek and
to save that which was lost.” The time of Christmas and
Theophany has come to an end. Now another liturgical
time is coming. Already in the distance, a procession
moves toward us which is no longer that of the shepherds
and Magi, or the precursor and his disciples, but a
procession in which praises are mixed with curses; where
the standards of the King are coming - and already,
though still distant, shines the mystery of the cross. We
continue to read from the first Epistle to Timothy where
St. Paul advises his disciple, who despite his youth is
given high ecclesiastical responsibility, to be an example
to all believers through his faith, his charity, and his
purity. St. Paul especially exhorts Timothy to read
attentively and to deepen his knowledge of doctrine. This
call to meditation, to contemplation, continues to be of
great importance, St. Paul writes: “Meditate on these
things (divine things); give thyself wholly to them.” As we
are coming closer to the start of Great Lent, we should
work out how, in practice, in the special circumstances of
our own lives, we can reserve such a place for meditation
on holy things, which will guide both our prayers and
actions as we move closer to Christ's Passion and the
cross of our salvation.

The Gospel for this Sunday tells us about the
conversion of the publican, named Zacchaeus. As Jesus
passes through Jericho after healing the blind man, this
rich publican climbs a tree, to better see Jesus. Then our
Lord, having caught sight of Zacchaeus, says to him:
“Make haste and come down; for today | must abide in
your house.” Christ’'s words to Zacchaeus remind us of
those from Revelation which are so moving: “Behold, |
stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, | will come in to him and sup with him,
and he with me.” Jesus is saying to us what he has
already said to Zacchaeus. He wants to come into our
home, into our soul — not in a few days’ time or tomorrow
- but at this very instant: “Today | must abide in thy
house”. Let us lose no time, after all Jesus said: “Make
haste and come down”. For Zacchaeus - to come down -
meant leaving his observation post in the sycamore tree;
for us, it means renouncing all those poor pretenses by
which we try to raise ourselves above others. To leave
behind all forms of vanity and pride, for only on the

ground can we meet Jesus — and only with humility.
Zacchaeus obeys and hurries down, but what about each
of us?

Those who witnessed today’s Gospel scene murmured:
“He has gone to be a guest with a man that is a sinner...”
And Jesus declares: “The Son of man has come to seek
and to save that which was lost.” That which was lost, to
seek and to save, means there is certainly hope for all of
us. The compassion of Christ is clear - Jesus walks past
the religious leaders, past the leading citizens of the
community and calls upon Zacchaeus by name - Jesus
could have very easily passed by Zacchaeus, but this man
was still precious to Jesus, even though he was a sinner.
Uninvited, Christ stopped and spoke to Zacchaeus.
Uninvited, Christ offered Himself to be a guest in
Zacchaeus’ home. Uninvited, Christ sent renewing grace
into the heart of this man and brought salvation to his
home. Salvation is restoration and completion. Salvation
is being made perfect and being able to cast off
everything that hurts, everything that is heavy, and to be
able to see Christ as He is, to be able to know the true
nature of things. Salvation is when a soul changes and
Zacchaeus was indeed changing. If we look not so hard
at this beautiful story in today’s Gospel, perhaps we can
see ourselves in it, and learn the simple lesson that
Zacchaeus learned from our Lord that day.

Zacchaeus was all caught up in the affairs of this world;
for him it was his shady business of tax-collecting which
brought him fortune. We too, get caught up in worldly
things: our careers, our homes, our finances, and
whatever else comes to mind, and sometimes even at the
expense of others and unjustly. Often these things
become so overwhelming, they block out God from our
lives - we are so busy doing what we think is so important
and so necessary; then it dawns on us that we are empty,
something is missing in our lives - what could it be? And
in order to see what is missing, like Zacchaeus, we must
rise above the clamor of this world. We must humble
ourselves and realize how small of stature we really are
with God, even though we may be of great stature and
very successful to the rest of the world. We must stop like
Zacchaeus and be willing to listen and humble ourselves
in order to find Christ. And like Zacchaeus, we soon
realize just how much we need the Lord to come and be a
guest in our house — how much we need Jesus to take
control of our lives and change us for the better.

Ruth went to her mail box and there was only one letter.
She picked it up and looked at it before opening, but then



she looked at the envelope again. There was no stamp, no
postmark, only her name and address. She read the letter:
“Dear Ruth, | am going to be in your neighborhood Saturday
afternoon and | would like to stop by for a visit. Love Always,
Jesus.” Her hands were shaking as she placed the letter on the
table. "Why would the Lord want to visit me? I'm nobody special.
| don't have anything to offer." With that thought, Ruth
remembered her empty kitchen cabinets. Oh my goodness, |
really don't have anything to offer. I'll have to run down to the
store and buy something for dinner." She reached for her purse
and counted out its contents. Seven dollars and twenty cents.
Well, | can get some bread and cold cuts, at least." She threw
on her coat and hurried out the door. A loaf of French bread, a
half-pound of sliced turkey, and a carton of milk left Ruth with a
grand total of twelve cents to last her until Monday. Nonetheless,
she felt good as she headed home, her meager offerings tucked
under her arm. "Hey lady, can you help us, lady?" Ruth had been
so absorbed in her dinner plans; she hadn't even noticed two
figures huddled in the alleyway. A man and a woman, both
dressed in little more than rags. "Look lady, | don't have a job,
you know, and my wife and | have been living out here on the
street, and, well, now it's getting cold and we're getting kind of
hungry and, well, if you could help us, lady, we'd really
appreciate it." Ruth looked at them both. They were dirty, they
smelled bad and, frankly, she was certain that they could get
some kind of work if they really wanted to. "Sir, I'd like to help
you, but I'm a poor woman myself. All | have is a few cold cuts
and some bread, and I'm having an important guest for dinner
tonight and | was planning on serving that to Him." "Yeah, well,
okay lady, | understand. Thanks anyway." The man put his arm
around the woman's shoulders, turned and headed back into the
alley. As she watched them leave, Ruth felt a familiar twinge in
her heart. "Sir, wait!" The couple stopped and turned as she ran
down the alley after them. "Look, why don't you take this food.
I'll figure out something else to serve my guest." She handed the
man her grocery bag. "Thank you, lady. Thank you very much!"
It was the man's wife, and Ruth could see now that she was
shivering. "You know, I've got another coat at home. Here, why
don't you take this one?" Ruth unbuttoned her jacket and
slipped it over the woman's shoulders. Then smiling, she turned
and walked back to the street - without her coat and with nothing
to serve her guest. "Thank you, lady! Thank you very much!"
Ruth was chilled by the time she reached her front door, and
worried too. The Lord was coming to visit and she didn't have
anything to offer Him. She fumbled through her purse for the
door key. But as she did, she noticed another envelope in her
mailbox. "That's odd. The mailman doesn't usually come twice
in one day." She took the envelope out of the box and opened it.
“Dear Ruth, It was so good to see you again. Thank you for the
lovely meal and thank you, too, for the beautiful coat. Love
Always, Jesus.” The air was still cold, but even without her coat,
Ruth no longer noticed.

Christ comes to us in the people we meet every day,
through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. But we need to
become His children today, we need to spiritually climb
the sycamore tree with Zacchaeus - so we might rise
above our foolish cares and begin to see clearly that
which is truly needed in our lives — a genuine relationship
with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Even Zacchaeus
experienced a humbling transformation, a conversion of
his heart, and adopted a new attitude in his life. Salvation
was brought to his home, as restitution came over his
heart. Let us make haste and come down from our sins
and pride, make haste to open our house to the Lord,
make haste to humble ourselves and appreciate
everything that we do have in our lives. Our sycamore
tree is the Holy Church; from this place, we look toward
Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, and the reformation
of our lives. Zacchaeus was given a second chance to
begin leading a just and righteous life. This undersized
man was the least likely to succeed, the least likely to
share, and the most unlikely candidate to be saved - but
Jesus proclaimed him a "Son of Abraham”. When we
allow our lives to change course and reflect all the
fullness of God that is revealed to us through Jesus - our
lives are transformed in extraordinary ways. God does
not love us because we are good, but we can become
good because He loves us.
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