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Iakyemo 3a konsiaysaHHs! Xpuctoc Paxpaetbcsa! Cnasite Noro!

o SAINT NICHOLAS =9t VKPATHGHKA KATOAHI[LKA
B ﬁ ’L\ K UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH\_I HEPKBA GERATOI'O MUKOAAHA
Sk -

MIA OIIKOK
MMPEYHGTOI AIBH
MAPII OAITITPIT i

UNDER THE
PROTEGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD

GHURGH BULLETIN

January 31 — 2021 - 31 ciuns
IIEPKOBHHUH BIGHUK
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According to Gregorian Calendar this Tuesday is vior Jesus Christ.
After this feast we go back to our everyday greeting — Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!
3a MNpuropisHcbkum Kanenaapem y BiBTOpOK, 2 ntotoro, oyae CtpiteHHs Mocnoga Haworo Icyca
Xpucra. licnsa uboro cBsita BepTacmocs Ha3ag Ao npueity — Cnaea Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!
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and keep you safe and always singing to the Lord!




GHURGH BULLETIN

January 31 - m — 31 ciyna

ILE6PKORHNH BIGHHK
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 PM +Andrew Deneka, Jr. (M. M. Joven)
V|rtual blessmg of the homes

Monday, February 1 ntotoro, MoHeainok
9:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisiH

Tuesday, February 2 - Meeting in the temple
9:30 AM +Theodore, Ahafia, Nicholas, Paul & Peter
Nowadly (Elaine)

Wednesday, February 3 niotoro, Cepena
9:00 AM +Pavlina Regula (Bohdan Szorobura)

Thursday, February 4 niotoro, Yetsep
9:00 AM For Pres. Donald Trump in thanksgiving
for all he did for our country (Mary Ann DuBois) (2)
Friday, February 5 niotoro, ’aTHuus
9:00 AM +Kateryna Petrovycz (John Riszko)
Saturday, February 6 niotoro, Cy6ota
9:00 AM +Dolores Baranycky;j

(Henry & Karen Kozlowski)
4 30 PM +Oksana Saldyt (Pereyma Famlly)

Eternal Light burns for
All unborn children and their parents

BiyHe Cgitno B yects 1. [1. Mapii
FOPUTb 3a YCiX LLe He HaPOAKEeHMX AiTUIA
i iXHix 6aTbKiB
XPUCTOC PAKAAETHLCA! CAARITE!
GHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIFY HIM!

31 Ciyns: 30 H. no dicnauHi CB. flyxa

10:00 p. For Parishioners - 3a I'Iapoxml-l
Mo YkpaiHcbku ~  § =A

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

Llppes
Math|as

Wexler Friedman Lt

Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

7 motoro: 31 H. no 3icnanni C.. flyxa

lippes.com

Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

oward
annam

Real Estate Services

Ask me about
the 100% Money
Back Guarantee!

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com =W

2

10:00 p. +Ons Bacapab i nok. YneHkuHb 49
Biapiny CYA - Biunas I'IaM aTb!

Mo YkpaiHcbku ~

[skyemo opraHizatopam YKkpaiHCbKOMY
KonrpecoBomy KomiteTy AMepuku micTa
Badano, gitam, poguyam Ta BCiM y4acHUKam
BepTeny 3a konagku Ta BiHuyBaHHS.
[an, boxe, Ui cBATa NpoBagUTH, APYrUX
poyekatu Ta MHoras nit npoxuTu!
Xpuctoc Poxpaaetbca!

Cnasimo Woro!

We want to thank the UCCA organizers,
children and parents for their participation in
our Nativity Scene performance!
Christ is Born! Praise Him!

—> —> See photos on back cover & <

Xaii pymku i cepusi Ham egHae Bcebnara
XPUCTHAIHCbKA NOOB!

Oocutb cmyTKy! Ham AHren 3Biwwae,

Lo Ha 3emnto Mecis npuiwwoB
ManeHbkui Icycuk He cnuTb, He Apimace,
CBoimu pykamu ycix obinmae —

| Hawy xaTuHy, i Hawy poauHy,

| BClO YKpaiHy.

Xpucroc ca poxaae!

BiHwyemo Bam HUHI BCi go6pii nogm,
Hexain nomiy Boxa 3aBxau 3 Bammn 6yge!
ByabTe BCi 300pOBi, pa3om 3 AiToukamu,
Hexan cmyTky-rops He 6yae mix Hamm!

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

e COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS *

m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS

v WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES »

& TIRES BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »

b s ami MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS »
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

829-1574 8257428  827-8895

ASK FOR TOM

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.
BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

<% ;’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

M A Ry I(Ay The Best Times to Reach Me

Call me any time!
I look forward to
hearing from you.

Ulana Scheidle
Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY
3498 Stevenson Court i
Wheatfield NY 14120
(716) 628-7882
uscheidle@verizon.net - ‘ =1
www.marykay.com/uscheidle "II

UkRrAINIAN M. YkpaiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION " QE[IEPAIbHA KPEJUTHA CTITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAJIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYIK
OLLIAZIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATH | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
r'POLLOBI NEPEKA3W | ENEKTPOHHI NOCNYrK:
[MOCNYIrN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAIN|

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLASel-LuR 4=l VT I

Special Appeal

IMO Anastazia Puchacz
Danylo Kulczcyky - $100.00

Olga Bula - $30.00
Helen Turyk - $20.00

[sakyemo 3a noxepts!
Thank you for your donations!

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

; St =

Y

> For All f Your Old World Favorite Product§, stt
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:

Bologna * Salami ¢ Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Marny Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink  Cheese * European Chocolates # Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., B 2321 Millersport Hwy.
g pry
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) S ] Ambherst (Getzoille Plaza)

630-0130 8] 688-1495

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHedinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHei ro cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
loH., eismopok, yemeep 3 siemopka no yemesep
Friday / M'asm+uus Friday / M'asm+uus
| 9:30am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm)| |9am-1pm)|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

PROFFESSIONAL CO

Nick Hurmak

QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWAR

TONAWANI

FAX: ¢
www.redstarautomotive.com

DNIPRO E-I.'-ﬂ JAHIITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Call for kitchen status - Sandee 400-3905
MigTpumainTe Baw Hapogrwit [im

Many Happy Years!
Ha MHoras i bBnaras Jlita!

Birthday wishes to the following
parishioners who celebrate a birthday
in February

Vasyl Kurij 4

Gloria Grega Long 7
Andrew Pryshlak 8
Olena Bodnarskyj 8
Nadia Marc 10

Oksana Wisniewski 12
Christina Dietz 14
Maria Paszkowsky 16
Natalie Wisniewski18
Volodymyr Fedak 19
Natalie Stasiuk 23
Anna Kurij 23

Olena Czmola May 22
Christina Rodrigues 23
Zorianna Armesto 28

And our Children

Maksym Roman Mychajliw 8
Angel Rodrigues 12
Maksym Joseph Harasymchuk 28

CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Binainy CYA B badhdhano
NoBiAOMIAE, WO 3 NEepLIOro
ntororo 2021 p.
pO3NOYMHAETLCA 30ipKa Ha

CtuneHainHnn ®onpg CYA
ANS He3amMoXHOI monogai B YKpaiHi...
[onomora € gyxe noTpidHa.

Yekn npocuMo BUNKUCYBaTH Ha
UNWLA - Scholarship Fund
MuHynopiyHi 3BiTH € y pecbepeHTok CYA
3a iHhopmauiamu cnipg 3BepTaTtuca go:
3opsHa byHu - 668-9504
CtunenpinHa Akuisa 49ro Bigainy CYA

The Ukrainian National Women's League of
America - Branch 49 - is collecting money
for their Scholarship Fund. We assist
needy and orphaned Ukrainian students
get an education.

Please make your checks out to
UNWLA Scholarship Fund
. For more information contact :
Zoriana Bunche - 668-9504

g?"” i, KoHBepTu npurotoBaHi.
Sty O Mpocumo 3abpartu.
W Please take your envelopes. If

you would like envelopes for next year and do not
already have them, please let the parish office (852-
7566) know as soon as possible. If you already have
envelopes and no longer plan to use them, again,
please let us know as soon as possible.

The cost of envelopes per box has increased to $8.00
per box. (Suggested donation $10.00).

Please fill out the Registration card and return. We
would like to update our information. Please include
cell phone number and email. There are times when we
need to inform parishioners of an immediate need, so
we can email or text to get them the information ASAP.

BisbMmiTb kaneHgapi — Take calendars.




From the bulletin of Fr. Robert Moreno |

Certainly no one in that time and place would have
expected the father in the story to do anything like what
he did. Even the prodigal son himself asked only to
become a servant in his father’s house, for he knew what
he had done by asking for his inheritance. He had
basically told his father that he meant nothing to him but
a source of money. And since the old man would not
hurry up and die, he wanted his inheritance so that he
could have nothing more to do with him ever
again. Perhaps the father knew that the son needed to
learn from the consequences of his tragic mistakes. So he
gave him the money, which the son quickly wasted in
partying and immorality. Soon no one treated him like a
son, but instead like a lowly servant so miserable that he
would have happily eaten the slop fed to the pigs.

At that point, the young man came to himself and
realized what he had done and how wretched he was. He
knew that he had dealt a fatal blow to his relationship with
his father, but maybe the old man would still receive him
back as a servant. As he came close to the house,
however, the young man was amazed to see his father
running out to greet him and then to restore him fully as
his son. He did not speak a critical word to the young
man, but only showed him love and rejoiced that a lost
son had returned home, that one who was dead to him
had been restored to life. Notice in the icon the servants
bringing a coat (looks like a bishop’s vestment...) shoes
and a ring on cushions for the prodigal son.

As we prepare for Lent, we must learn from this parable
that there are no limits to our Lord’s mercy, no restrains
on His compassion or forgiveness for those who humbly
take the journey home. Our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ is the Second
Adam Who came to restore us as the
children of God, as those created in
the divine image and likeness.
Consequently, we must not avoid
repentance out of fear that God will
reject us, that we alone are somehow
so wicked that He would never -
welcome us back. Remember that the
Father is not a harsh, stern, hateful
judge who is out to get us. Likewise,
the Son did not come to condemn and
punish, but to save. He accepted and
blessed everyone who came to Him in
humble repentance during His earthly
ministry, including corrupt tax- collec-

& LEAGUE OF
UKRAINIAN GATHOLICS

00D DRIV

Help us help those less fortunate by
placing non-perishable food items in the box
May God bless you for your generosily

Nira YkpaiHuiB Katonukis 36upae koH3epBu
Ana notpebyoymnx Haworo micta. lMpocumo
nepesipuTU gaty BXUTKY. [iakyemo!!

League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara Frontier
is collecting non-perishable items (please check
the expiration date) for those less fortunate in
Buffalo Community. The box is located by the
bulletin in our church. Thank You!

tors, a woman caught in adultery, Gentiles, the demon-
possessed, and His own apostles who had denied and
abandoned Him. Christ even prayed for the forgiveness
of those who nailed Him to the Cross. His mercy will
extend to us also if we will turn to Him from the depths of

Until farther notice.
e Thank you for your help and patronage!
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. NOW CLOSED!

Until we meet God willing ...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
IEPK. BIGHHUK Bunaerbcst THAKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogasaTu 10 YerBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTTKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPIT OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help us
raise money for E?
our Church by <) op 5

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from
us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this program,
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline with
this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian
Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine

7

UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratisauist ObopoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepea Cs. Jlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micAuiB ckoplue

Religion classes - Peniriina lNporpama
Closed under farther notice

Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory

PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSILLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebhound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

3BepHeHHA Beeykpaincbkoi Pagu LiepkoB i
peniriniHMX opraHisauin npo HeooXigHICTb
NPOTUAIl AOMAWHBLOMY HaCUNLCTBY B YKpaiHi

Bceykpaiicbka Paga LiepkoB i penirinHux op-
raHisauin i3 CyMom KOHCTaTye, Wwo B YKpaiHi ic-
Hye npobnema AOMAIIHLOIO HACWUNbCTBA, AKa
CTOCYETLCA TaKOX i peniriiHUX CninbHOT Ta
Bipytoumnx poauH. ig HaCUNLCTBOM MaETLCA Ha
yBa3i HaBMUCHE 3aCTOCYBaHHA (Pi3NYHOI CUnu
abo Bnaaw, chakTnyHe abo y BuUrnagi norposm,
cnpsiMoBaHe NpoTu cebe, NpoTH iHWOI ocobu,
rpynu ocié abo rpomaau, pe3ynbTaToM SIKOro €
TiNECHi YWKOMXKEHHSA, CMepTb, MCUXONOrivyHa
TpaBMa, BigXUneHHa B PO3BUTKY abo pi3HoOro
poay 36utok [1].

OKkpeMuMm pi3HOBMAOM € [AOMALIHE HacuIb-
CTBO, fIke € 0CO0NMBO Hebe3neyHnM, agxe cKo-
KETLCA NO BiAHOWEHHIO A0 HaNONMKYMX NHo-
Aen Ta pigHux. LlepkBu i penirindi opranisauii
OAQHOQYWHI WoAo HeobOXigHOCTi npoTtugii go-
MallHbOMY HacUnbLCTBY ANA BCiX rpoMagsH, a
0CcOoONMBO LWOAO XiHOK i AiTer, Xo4a i YONoBikK
TeX YacTo CTpaxaarTb Bif HbOrO.

BaxnumBum € BU3HAHHA HAsIBHOCTI Lji€i npo0-
nemu Ta Hamipy KOMNJIeKCHOI NpodinakTUku Ta
npotugii. Came TOMy MV NPONOHYEMO 3BEPHYTH
yBary Ha npiopuTeTHi HACTynHi KpokuM Aans
noJoNaHHA Uiei npodnemu, a came:

TEOnoriyHe Ta MPaKTUYHE OCMUCNEHHS MpPuU-
YMH NOLWIUPEHHA AOMALIHLOIO HaCUNbLCTBA;

nyoniyHe oOroBopeHHs WNAXiB npocpinak-
TUKKN Ta NpoTunail;

aKUeHTYBaHHA Li€i npobnemMaTnkn B pamkax
penirintHoro cnyxiHHA Ta couianbHUX NPaKTuK;

MCMXOMNOriYyHa Ta AyXOBHA MiATPUMKa SK
KepTB HACUNbCTBA, TaK i TUX, XTO NOTO KOITb;

NPOAOBKEHHSI NPaKTU4HOI pobOTM yepe3 iH-
thopmyBaHHSA, CTBOPEHHS Manu wenTtepis, 0oMi-
Hy JOCBiOOM;

CMPUAHHA PO3BUTKY HaLiOHANbHOro 3aKOHO-
AaBCTBa.

Penirini nigepu pisHUX KoHchecin po3yMmitoTh,
Lo CbOroAHi icHye noTpeba po3BMBaTM HOPMa-
TUBHO-NpaBoBy 6a3y YkpaiHu 3agnsa cninbHoi
0e3nekn Ta po3BUTKY KyNbTypU HEHAaCUNbHULb-
KOro CniBXWUTTS, 0COONMBO B poauHax. Big imMeHi
peniritH1X cninbHOT, AIKi MU NpeAcTaBNAEMO,
Bceykpaincbka Paga LiepkoB i peniriiHux opra-
Hi3aUi 3ao0xo4ye napnameHT Ta ypsg po3Bu-
BaTW HauioHanbHe 3aKOHOAABCTBO Ha 3acagax
3aranbHoi 6e3neku, Mopani Ta AouinbHOCTI, Ans
4oro roToBi HaAaTH NPaKTUYHi peKkomeHAaaLlil Ta
penerysatu haxoBUX NpeAcTaBHUKIB A0 Mixk-
BiOMYOI po0OYOI rpynu y pasi ii CTBOPEHHS.

Mo3uuii uepkoB i penirinHux opraHisauin Yk-
paiHn MalTb CninbHUA (PyHOaAMeHT, a came
PO3yMiHHS, WO KOXHa NoAWHA CTBOPEHa Ha
obpa3 i nogodby Boxy Ta Mae npaBo Ha XUTTA
Bil MOMEHTY CBOrO 3a4aTTsl 4O MOMEHTY npwu-
poaHoi cMepTi. A TOMY XUTTA Ta rigHiCTb NKoa-
CbKOI 0COOM € HEMOPYLIHOK LiHHICTIO, ika Mae
OyTu 3axmiieHa Ha HaNBMLLOMY 3aKOHOAABYOMY
PiBHi.

Bceykpaincbka Paga LlepkoB i penirinHux op-
raHisauin BU3Hae, Lo 300POB’A € AOPOroLiHHUM
Boxum gapom ana KOXHOI NHOAWHK, | MU yCi Ma-
€Mo BianoBiaanbLHO A6aTn npo noro 36epexeH-
HA. CBOlO ponb y npotugii AOMawWHbLOMY Ha-
CUNbCTBY MM 0auMMO B NPOCBITHULTBI NKogen,
npodinakTuli, BUXOBaHHI AiTen i Monogai,
HapaHHi Typb6oTNMBOI onikn nNoTpebyrunm [2].
Came TOMy nNpOMOHYEMO fIK NpeAcTaBHUKaM
AepxaBW, TaKk i NpPocTo Hebalagykum rpoma-
AsiHaM AonyYaTUCh A0 HaLWOI iHiLiaTUBKU 3ynuHK
Hacunbctio! (family.org.ua), wo6 pasom gono-
maraTv fonaTv HOBY enigemito HacunbCTBa.

[l BusHa4yeHO BcecBiTHLOM OpraHi3aLieto 0XOpOHM
300pOB’s.

(2 Pe3ontouin «MobGinisauis rpomagu npotu
[OMaLHbOrO HaCUbCTBA Ta HACUNbCTBA 33 03HAKOH
crari» Big 29 6epe3Hs 2019 poky.

Ukrainian Catholics

in a Divided America
Author: Andrew Sorokowski

Patriarch Sviatoslav’s statement gave Ukrainian
Catholics in the United States warm encouragement at a
moment of crisis and uncertainty. But it is not only at such
dramatic junctures that they need the advice and support
of their spiritual leadership.

On 15 January 2021, Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav issued a statement in support of
Catholics in the United
States, citing among other
things  “the  extensive
division between citizens, the
real danger of civil war, or
even military warfare.” The
statement was prompted by
the events of 6 January, when
a mob of supporters of
President Trump stormed the
Capitol in Washington, DC
and disrupted the electoral
proceedings in Congress.
Five people died in the
disorders.

Was it appropriate for the head of a church in a foreign
country to comment on these events? Were the
comments themselves appropriate?

While Major Archbishop Sviatoslav, popularly regarded
as Patriarch, does not have formal jurisdiction over
Ukrainian Catholics in America, as the earthly head of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church he is the spiritual leader
of Ukrainian Greek-Catholics worldwide. As such, he has
the right and even the duty to support his people wherever
they may reside.

But were Ukrainian Catholics under any threat relating
to their religious identity? Like American Catholics as a
whole, they were fairly evenly divided in the recent
presidential election. The small group of rioters of 6
January had no known connection with Ukrainian
Catholics.

One might argue that although neither Catholics in
general, nor Ukrainian Catholics in particular, were
threatened as Catholics by the Epiphany episode, as
American citizens they all were in “real danger of civil war,
or even military warfare.” But that was not the case.
Certainly any comparison of the current situation in the
United States with the events leading up to its Civil War of
1861-1865 — which involved distinct regional interests and

the secession of entire states — would be specious. And
the record number of private firearms purchases in 2020
did not translate into the formation of a private army
capable of military warfare. The failed putsch did not
interrupt the election procedure, invalidate its results, or
prevent the inauguration of Joseph Biden - incidentally, a
practicing Roman Catholic — on 20 January.

Patriarch Sviatoslav’s reference to “the extensive
division between citizens,” however, was totally accurate.
The principal divide does not run, it is true, between the
extremists of the Epiphany putsch and everyone else. It is
doubtful that the majority of
the 74 million people who
voted for Donald Trump,
after all, would approve of an
assault on the seat of
government, even if they do
o believe that the election was
SN manipulated. Rather, the
“extensive  division” s
between them and the 81
million who voted for Joseph
Biden. And while, as noted
above, this conflict finds
Catholics on both sides,

S there is one aspect of the
d|V|de that concerns them - and Catholic churchmen
everywhere - specifically and directly.

The reason has to do with only one part of the Biden
agenda. In fact, most of that agenda concerns issues that
Catholics, regardless of their party affiliation, agree are
important: jobs, health care, racial equality, immigration,
climate change and the environment, and so on. Whatever
their positions on these issues, on the whole they do not
differ markedly from non-Catholics. But there is one set
of issues that sets committed Catholics apart from other
Americans. It concerns the anthropologically central
matter of human reproduction: contraception, abortion,
marriage and family. On these complex, difficult, and
controversial questions, involving the rights of both
individuals and organizations to proclaim and put into
practice the ethical requirements of their religion,
Catholics and the Biden administration may be on a
collision course.

These are not the issues that were at stake in the
disputed vote count, the Epiphany putsch, and the
presidential succession. But they are issues that the new
administration will have to confront. In anticipation of the
presidential inauguration, the differing messages from
Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, who chairs the
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US Council of Catholic Bishops, and Blase Cardinal
Cupich of Chicago, demonstrate the desire of the Church
hierarchy to support the new president on the one hand,
and to address their differences with him on the other.
Patriarch Sviatoslav’s statement gave Ukrainian
Catholics in the United States warm encouragement at a
moment of crisis and uncertainty. But it is not only at such
dramatic junctures that they need the advice and support
of their spiritual leadership. As American Catholics of all
rites enter into dialogue with President Biden’s
administration on issues of mutual agreement as well as
disagreement, Ukrainian Catholics will look to their
hierarchy - in Kyiv as well as Philadelphia - for guidance

and leadership. ;)

Society is sick with something more than a
coronavirus, the Head of the UGCC in an
interview with the Polish KAl

Religious
Information
Service of Ukraine

With the onset of the pandemic, we became ill, perhaps,
with something worse than the coronavirus. The
pandemic has fully revealed the selfishness of man and
society that has always existed. This was stated by Father
and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church His
Beatitude Sviatoslav in an interview with the Polish
Catholic News Agency (KAI).

Therefore, the Primate said in the interview with KAI,
the mission of the Church in modern society is to help a
person remain a human, because he is in great danger of
being identified only with the work of his own hands.

"Today, people live much longer in the world of
computers than in the world of humans. The Church
speaks of human dignity, that man is a being who carries
in himself something much more than a machine or a
cybernetic organism. Man has an eternal purpose and is
called to eternal life. And here the Church is a community
of people who believe in eternal life, believe in life after

death and acknowledge the dead and risen Christ the
Savior," said His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

Regarding the apocalyptic sentiments associated with
the pandemic that exist in society, the Primate stressed
that even when we become ill with the coronavirus, it is
not the end of the world. We must do everything possible
to recover and live on. "The world will exist after the
pandemic. Instead, we must learn to live in the new
circumstances and in the world that is dynamically
changing before our eyes,” said the Head of the Church.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav also noted that the pandemic
had exposed many weaknesses in the Church itself.
"Another painful crisis related to the pandemic is the
crisis of the priest's personality. This is especially true of
priests formed in Orthodox seminaries, for whom being a
priest means first and foremost taking responsibility for
cult-related activities, that is, celebrating Liturgies and
other services. It should be recalled that during the Soviet
era, evangelization or social diakonia were banned.
Nowadays, the priest must first and foremost be a pastor,
that is, serve people on many levels. Our faithful in this
difficult time need even more contact with the priest and
his help in both spiritual and material dimensions," the
Head of the Church added.

All-Ukrainian Council of Churches to develop
cooperation in countering domestic violence

The issue of preventing and
countering domestic violence
became one of the main issues of
the meeting of the All-Ukrainian
Council of Churches and Religious
Organizations.

Heads and plenipotentiaries of
various faiths gathered in Kyiv on
January 27, 2021, to summarize the
results of cooperation over the
past year in the framework of the
project "Stop Violence!", as well as
outline Current Directions for iy
further joint activities, according to ==
the Institute of Religious Freedom.

Ambassador of Canada to
Ukraine Larisa Galadza was invited
to discuss this topic. It was with
the support of the Canadian
Foundation for local initiatives that
during July 2020 - January 2021, {n.uq
the Institute for religious freedom,

with the participation of the AUCCRO, implemented the
project "Combating domestic violence in Ukraine during
the COVID-19 pandemic by attracting the influence of
religious leaders and the capability of Churches".

This interfaith project had a strategic goal - to establish
dialogue, mutual understanding and interaction between
religious communities of different faiths, public activists
and authorities for more effective prevention and
counteraction to domestic violence.

Metropolitan  Epifaniy,
Chairman of the AUCCRO,
Primate of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, noted
that it is especially
important that the joint
developments of Churches
in the field of preventing
and countering domestic
violence reach the local
level - to parish priests, local church departments for
family affairs and social service. Therefore, according to
him, there is still a lot of joint work ahead in this area.

According to the IRS report, churches and religious
organizations have been paying attention to the problem
of domestic violence in their own way for several years.
Still, thanks to this project, representatives of different
faiths can plan joint events, cooperate, exchange
experience and educational materials.
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The head of the
Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church, Patriarch
Sviatoslav  stressed
that from a pastoral
point of view, the
problem of domestic
violence is severe,
which churches should
not turn a blind eye to.

"Countering : .
domestic violence is a real step to protect the institution
of the family. It is important for us to create a climate of
inadmissibility of violence in local religious communities,
because thanks to such educational work, we save the
family," the head of the UGCC believes.

Oleksandr Zayats,
chairman of the board of
the Institute for Religious
Freedom, Project Mana-
ger, informed the heads of
Churches and religious
organizations present at

the meeting of the Bt
AUCCRO about the ‘
communication strategy @ /

developed by the Interfaith working group.

He believes that this interfaith initiative should not stop
there. We should look for opportu-
nities to continue working in the
field of countering domestic
violence: in particular, to develop
the Interfaith Website "Stop the
violence" (family.org.ua) and
develop methodological materials
for pastors and priests.

In December 2020, the All-
Ukrainian Council of Churches and
religious organizations published
an Appeal on the need to counteract
domestic violence in Ukraine.

In addition, the heads of various
faiths addressed the public with
separate video messagesin which
they called on Ukrainian families to
abandon violence in relations
between spouses, during the
upbringing of children and in
relation to elderly parents.

(RISU)
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