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o Muoras Jlita Maxi Haga! Happy
Birthday (January 28), Mrs. Julial

While blessing houses > '
I noticed icons on the wall: Cross, Christ and Holy Theotokos. I am sure you

know who is on this photo (Mrs. Maria Petryshyn), but my question is:
(1) Do you know whose portrait is under the icons? --- Osikyto IMani Mapis!

(2) Who is on the left in Hucul costume? Sorry, when | looked at the photo
| could not recognize, although the person was standing in front of me.
Maybe quick look at the bottom left picture will refresh your memory. When we
had our Anniversary 25 years ago Dr. Mychajlo left us for his eternal reward in
heaven, just a few months before. May his memory be eternal. BiyHas MNam’aTb!

Alex Miecyjak on a hike down the Niagara Gorge last summer
(Photo courtesy of Alex Miecyjak) — © The Buffalo News - see inside

0

(3) Who is the couple with their son (by the way — son’s name is Jaroslav)?

See answers at

CymiBcbka Anutka — SUM - Annual Christmas
the Liturgical page

Yalynka, UHD “Dnipro, February 2, 2019
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 PM +Annie Pawlowski (Walter Jagodzinski)

Feb. 3 IMioToro: Zacchaeus Sunday - H. 3akxes

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

Monday, February 4 Iltotoro, Moxeainok
8:30 AM +Julie (Julian) Stebbins
(40 days & panachyda)

Tuesday, February 5 JIltotoro, BisTopok
8:00 AM +lrene Voychak - 9t Anniversary
(Husband Roman & Family)

Wednesday, February 6 Iliotoro, Cepeaa

9:00 AM +CredpaHis i 0. Teogop Bapexa
(moHbka Migia NpewmwumH)

Thursday, February 7 Iltotoro, YeTsep

8:00 AM 3a3pnopos’s i Boxy Jlacky ans CtedpaHii,
OnexkcaHgpu, Onera, Maptuna i I'puropis
(Onekcanppa CaBka)

Friday, February 8 Jltotoro, 'aTHUuA
9:00 AM +Apocnas Mpuwnsk (X. CeBepuH)

Saturday, February 9 Jltotoro, Cy6ota

7:30 AM 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

4:30 PM +Bacwunb i +AHisia MaHAasin
(CecTpa 3 poauHolo)

Feb. 10 lrotoro: Publ & Phar. — Murt. i ®apices

12:00 PM +Annie Pawlowski (Maria Malaniak)

Eternal Light Burns for
Intention of Ihor Gussak & Family

Biune Cgitno B yectb M.14.M.
loputb 3a boxe bnarocnoBeHHs
| Mup B YkpaiHi
MocTapatoca BiaBiAaTM 3 6GNarocnoBeHHAM AOMIB.
fkwo He 6yay y Bac a XoTinm 6u, wo 6 A npuiLoB,

abo € npobnema 4acy Yepes npawr — NPoCMMo AaTu
3HaTW i nocTapaeMocsl NPUIATYK Y BiANOBIAHUM Yac.

Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca! Cnasimo Woro!

3 IMwotoro: 36 H. no 3icnaxHi C.. flyxa

10:00 p. +Apocnas (M. J1. Ctactok)

10 MroToro: H. 3akxesn

10:00 p. +Ons Bacapab (#49 Binain CYA)

Fell asleep in the Lord Julie A. (Julian) Stebbins
(*1959 - +12. 26. 2018)

She is survived by her husband, Ron
Stebbins; sons, Rocco (Ashley)
Stebbins & Nick (Nici) Stebbins;
Grandchildren, Mikayla, Gianna,

™ Rocco Jr, Nicholas & Marleigh

Stebbins; mother, Lena Julian;
brothers, Mark Julian & Jack Julian.

We extend our sympathy to the Family.

May she rest in peace. Eternal memory! Vichnaya Pamiat’!

<

Ynokoinacs B Mocnogi
+AHHa lonoBarta (0yB. nyxa)
(28. 1X. 1927 - 31.1. 2019)
PoauHi cknagaemo cniByyTTAa a i xan 6yae Biu-
Has Mam’aTb! Moxopon Ce. Mates, BisTopok 11 p.

Fell asleep in the Lord

Anna Holowaty (nee Hluchy)
(*9. 29. 1929 - +1. 31. 2019)
We extend our sympathy to son Michael and other Fami-
ly and friends. May she rest in peace. Eternal memory!
Vichnaya Pamiat’! - Funeral Tuesday, St. Mathew, 11 am

The Blessings of Homes - as many homes as possible this
year. If for some reason he does not make it to your home
and you want your house blessed, or if you would like a
certain time of day, please let me know.
L A T LT A TR TR S NI
Answers from the back cover:

(1) Taras Shevchenko

(2) Dr. Ulana Loza (& +Dr. Mychajlo Loza)

(3) Maria & +Phillip Plotycia
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DNIPRO @ AHINPO

G Ukrainian Cultural Center

GOEEET 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
s www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

JONAWAT DA Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

FAX: (716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

TYT (‘ PHONE 893-1025
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usani &
OrOJIOMEHHHA Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
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Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
S

3
s
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

www Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaca

CeppaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:
Bologna » Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese + Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Mary Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., m\ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowag a, NY (In Airport Plaza) = e Ambherst (Getzville Plaza)
630

-0130 = 688-1495

A CALENDAR is hanging on the wall in the
Church vestibule listing parish and organi-
zation activities in the Ukrainian Community.
If your organization is planning a function, or
if you know of an upcoming event, please
include it on the calendar. In this way,
activities will not be scheduled on the same
day. ~ Thanks! ~

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OENEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

MEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYT U
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAAM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:
Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* Kk

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi no cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
oH., s8ismopok, yemesep 3 sismopka o yemsep
Friday / M'amHuus Friday / M'amHuus
| 9:30 am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm]| |9am-1pm]|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Mpo GinbLe iHopmaLiii Wwo pieTban B
rpomagi, npocMmo BifBiAaTH BEO-CTOPIHKY.

http://lwww.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please pray for the vocation.

npOCVIMO MOJIUTUCA 3a NOKNNKAHHA.

Is the web-page to find More information
and events in our Ukrainian Community.

Help us update our records Upcoming Events in the Parish Community

In order the we keep our records current and up
to date, please fill out the registration card in
your envelope box and drop it in the collection
basket or please mail it to the rectory. It is very
important that we have correct addresses,
phone numbers and email addresses. Even if
information has not changed please return the
registration card. We need to verify that we have
the correct information. Last year we found that
some of our information was incorrect, and this
year already have found we have wrong phone
numbers in our data base, so please help us
update our records. If you have an email
address, and don’t receive our parish updates,
please make sure we have your correct email
address.

LA Tt L S A T TR IR S e
If you did not receive envelopes for 2019
and want them for this coming year, please
contact the rectory
LA At L S A T NI NN S
The next Religious Education class
will be Saturday, February 16t
from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.

L e L S A S NIRRT S
Because of snow we did not have kitchen
last Friday. Help is needed this Friday
at 8:00 AM to make Varenyky.

Thank you!

LA Rt L AR Pt MR S SRS

Announcing
the 100t birthday of our church (1919-2019),
where 13t Liturgy was celebrated in 1920.
We will start our celebration
October 25, 2019 and we will end in 2020.

LA Rt L AR Pt MR S SRS

February 24, St. Nicholas Annual Church
Meeting after 10 AM Liturgy
L A A L S AR T NI RS
The Ukrainian National Women's League of
America - Branch 49 - is collecting money
for their Scholarship Fund.
We assist needy and orphaned
Ukrainian Students get an education.
Please make your checks out to
UNWLA Scholarship Program.
For more information contact:
Zoriana Bunche - 668-9504
Coto3 YkpaiHok AMepuku
CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Bianiny CYA B Badpchano
noBigomnse, Wwo
po3noYnHaeTbeA 36ipka
Ha CtuneHainHunm OoHp
CYA nns He3aMOXHOI
monogai B YKpaiHi...
[onomora € gyxe notpi6Ha. Yekn npocumo
sunucysatu Ha Ukrainian National Women’s
League. MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pecpepeHTOK
CYA 3a incopmauisimu cnig 3sepraTicsa go:
3opsiHa byHu - 668-9504

CtuneHpinHa Akuis 49ro Bipainy CYA
A T L AR e NI ST S
2019 LUC dues of $7.00

are now payable to:

Ihor Pereyma,

38 Lester St.
Buffalo, NY 14210.

{06 cTratn wienamu Jlirm Ykpainuis
KaroankiB npocumo 3BepHyTtHcs 10 Ilapoxa,
sikni € JlyxoBHum nposignukom Jlirn


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

o

IHTepHeT-pecypeun YIKL uumu gHamu nonos-
HUNMCA HOBOI Beb6-cTopiHKow. [pec-cnyxba
Cekpetapiaty CuHoay €nuckonis YkpaiHCbKOI
Ipeko-KaTtonuubkoi LlepkBu 3anyckae HoBuW
cauT, npucesiveHunt Cunoay €nuckonis YKL ta
WOro YneHam.

Ha HoBoMy caiiTi MOXHa Oyae 3HalTH Baxnu-
By iHdopmauito npo cTpyktypy YIKL, 3okpema
- Many BCiX enapxin i ek3apxaris, cknag CuHogy
€nuckonis 3 aKTyanbHUMMU JaHUMK NOTO YNEHIB,
iCTOPUYHI BigOMOCTI, NOB’A3aHi 3 Bnagukamu
YIKL B YkpaiHi i Ha noceneHHsAX, B TOMy YUCHi i
TUX, AIKi 3AiINCHIOBaNU CBOE EMUCKOMNCbKe Chny-
XiHHA B MUHYNOMY.

Okpim Lboro, cauT JONOMOXe CTeXUTH 3a Ji-
ancHicTio CuHopy €nuckonis Ykp.i [peko-
Katonuubkoi LiepkBu, noagaroum Taki nyonikauii:

HOBWHM NPO NiAroToBKY i nepedir CeALWeHHOro
CuHopy,
iHTEpB’10 Ta KOMEHTapi MOro y4acHUKIB,

YkpaiHcbKa 'peko-Katonuubka LiepkBa 3anyckae HOBUW CalT

NocTaHOBW, KOMyHiKaTH, no-
CMHOAANbHI MOCNaHHA Ta
iHWi AOKYMeHTH, 3aTBep-
[UKeHi nig Yyac cMHoAanbHUX
oo Caeosy 3acigaHb.

Takox npec-cnyxba Ce-
Kpetapiaty CuHopy cra-
BUTb COOi 3a MeTy BUCBIT-
NEHHA NacTUpPCbKOI AiAnb-
HocTi yneHiB CuHoay €nuc-
koniB YKL, noparoum Taky
iHchopMaLlito:

S i o e xutTenucu Bnaguk CuHopy

Q= @ €nuckonis YIKL,

HanBaXnuBiWi nogii 3 XuT-
TA enapxin Ta ek3apxaris,

3BEPHEHHSI OKpPeMMX enuc-
KoniB y 3B’A3Ky 3 BaXnu-
BUMU NOAIAMU LIEPKOBHOIO

i CyCniNnbLHOro XMTTA,
iHTEpB’l0 Ta KOMEHTapi, NPONoBiAi Ta NPOMOBM

Bnaguk YKL, 3okpema lonosu CuHopy -

BnaxeHHiworo CesATocnasa, i Cekperaps Cu-

Hogy - lpeocssuweHHoro Bnagukn borpaHa

[3topaxa.

OKpemo BapTO HaronocuT Ha CTBOPEHHi 6i0-
niotekn pisHoro poay penirinHux nyonikawin,
toTopenopraxis, Bigeo- Ta ayaiomarepianis, a
TaKOX apXiBy AOKYMEHTIB nonepeAaHix 3acigaHb
CuHopy €nuckoniB YkpaiHcbkoi [peko-Karo-
nuubkoi Liepksu.

HoBuii canT wykanTe 3a eNEKTPOHHOK aape-
cow: - > - synod.ugcc.ua

Mpec-cnyx06a Cekpertapiaty CuHogy €nucko-
niB YI'KL| 3anpolwye Ao cnisnpadi 3auikaBneHux
ocib Ta LepKOBHi CTPYKTYpu Ans Ginbw onepa-
TUBHOrO i 3MiCTOBHOrO HamoBHEHHAI CaWTy Ta
0OMiHy NOTPiOHMMM Ta LikaBUMKM MaTepianamm i
HOBUWHAMM. (Mpec-cnyx6a Cekpetapiaty Cunoay Enuckonis YIKLI)

MATEPIANK CUMHOOY
ENUCKONIB 2018

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

e KITCHEN is OPEN

e Thank you for your help and patronage! GBATOI'O MUEKOAAHA
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers! (HI A OTITEOIO 11 PEYHGTOI
e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after AIBH MAPIT O AI]‘ITPII)

Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
Until we meet next Sunday...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

Pleas;ﬂf:i S GIFT CARDS: Rectory: (716) 852-7566
us raise money T Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
for our Church <) ops Confession: Before Liturgies

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God . . .
Bless! Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Please note: You can purchase gasoline Family members should call the Rectory

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. Poputa noBuHHa NOBIAOMMTU CBALICHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

Y nac yeninno nponarorsest Kaprouku 3 B pasi notpeOu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnukaTu
kpamuuui "Tonce". Kynywoun ix BU nmomaraere .
unepksi. /st Bac He poOuTh pisHHLI YK BH V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

IVIATHJIM TPIllIMH Y¥ KAPTOYKOI0, ajle HepKBa

Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBIEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: [onocutucs 6 MicAwiB ckoplue

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday (check bulletin) - Cy6oTa

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

aicrane Bix ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepxsa
onepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTu ciix
3BepraTucs a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o 10 kan-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

Tako:k npUragyemMo, mo i€ KAPToUYKO0I0

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!

MO’KHA KyNyBaTH O€H3UHY.


http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
https://synod.ugcc.ua/

Alex Miecyjak...

(From the Cover)

Growing up in Western New York,
Alex Miecyjak spent a lot of time at
the dental office where his mom
worked. That time spent at
Westermeier Martin Dental Care in
East Aurora ultimately influenced
his career choice. After a start in

business school at the University at

Buffalo, Miecyjak realized it wasn’t for

him. He decided to pursue dentistry, so he made the

switch to biology.

Having lived in Western New York his entire life, he felt
he needed to move away to grow.

After graduating from UB in 2010, the Ken-Ton native
headed to graduate school at Temple School of Medicine
in Philadelphia, then the Maurice H. Kornberg School of
Dentistry.

“| think | needed to leave, | really did. Everything here
was very comfortable,” said Miecyjak. “I had my little
group, | had a lot of family, | had a lot of support.”

In 2016, he headed to the Eastman Institute of Oral
Health in Rochester for his residency.

When Miecyjak was ready to begin his dentistry career,
he had offers all over the country and the world, including
Toledo, Ohio, Philadelphia and even Singapore. But the
one place he wanted to be was back in Buffalo, working at
the dentist office he grew up in.

“It was always kind of my dream to get through school
and practice in their office,” said Miecyjak. He says he
wanted to raise a family here, close to family and friends,
where he would have lots of support.

“It's a great place to kind of move to the next chapter of
my life,” said Miecyjak.

“I'm really happy being in Buffalo,”

“m definitely a water person,” said Miecyjak. “The
water is a huge attraction for me, | have to be somewhere
near water.” (See the photo on the cover.)

Full story about Alex you can read in Buffalo News from
January 15, article written by Alison Russo or online:
https://buffalonews.com/2019/01/15/expat-to-repat-ken-ton-
native-returns-to-his-hometown-to-practice-dentistry/

Good to see you back, Alex. May the Lord bless you!

['patyntoemo, Onechb i 6axkaemo
obunbHoro boxoro 6narocnoBeHHs
y Kapiepi i B xuTTil

Church of the Annunciation in Elma
to Host the Marriage in Christ Seminar

Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather,
humbly regard others as more important than
yourselves... (Philippians 2:3)

The Marriage in Christ ministry seeks to help married
couples renew their love and affection for each other and
for the Lord, strengthen their unity as a couple, and learn
how to recognize the presence of God in ordinary life. The
Church of the Annunciation will be hosting the Marriage
in Christ seminar on the five Fridays of March (1st, 8th,
15th, 22nd and 29th) from 7:30 to 9:30 pm, in Selbert Hall,
7580 Clinton St. ElIma. The seminar consists of a weekly
group meeting for teaching and discussion, as well as an
at-home component to help spouses spend quality time
with each other. The seminar cost is $85 per couple, $45
for Annunciation parishioners. (Ask your pastor if he will
sponsor you.) To register call Deb at 683-5254. For more
information call Theresa at 937-7837. Learn more about
the Marriage in Christ ministry at

www.marriageinchrist.com

As a couple, please prayerfully consider attending the
March seminar, it could change your life!

(Randy Krolewicz)

Ha MHoras i bnaras Jlita!
Many Happy Years!
Birthday wishes to the following parishioners
who celebrate their birthdays in February

Vasyl Kurij 4

Gloria Grega Long 7
Andrew Pryshlak 8
Olena Bodnarskyj 8
Nadia Marc 10

Oksana Wisniewski 12
Christina Dietz 14
Maria Paszkowsky 16
Natalie Wisniewski 18
Volodymyr Fedak 19
Natalie Stasiuk 23
Anna Kurij 23

Olena Czmola May 22
Christina Rodrigues23
Zorianna Armesto 28

And our children:
Angel Rodrigues 12

OUR SAINT SOPHIA
Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav (cont)

The Kyivan Church: An Icon of Divine Wisdom

8. The temple of God’s Wisdom, not made with hands, on
the shores of the ancient Borysthenes became the souls
of our ancestors, the heart of their civilization—the throne
of the Kyivan metropolitans. The temple of Saint Sophia
of Kyiv, the Wisdom of God, embodied the wisdom of our
ancestors, illuminated by God’s truth, and became “a
wonder and marvel to all the surrounding lands.” For
centuries, the mystery of salvation of our people was
performed here. “Rivers of living water” (John 7:38)
flowed from this temple to the heart and mind of every
Ukrainian. Our grandparents received grace from the
spiritual heritage of the holy and all-praiseworthy Apostle
Andrew the First-Called, the holy teachers of the Slavs
Cyril and Methodius, the blessed Princess Olha of Kyiv. In
the time determined by Providence, thanks to the
deliberate will of the holy Equal to the Apostles, Grand
Prince Volodymyr, our ancestors became participants of
the baptismal font, the inexhaustible bounty of God’s
mercy, and the radiance of eternal Truth. Since then,
Divine Wisdom—the eternal Truth—enlightens our path.
And the Cathedral of Saint Sophia remains a faithful
witness, sanctified by this grace, of the unity of the
Church of Kyiv.

9. The undivided Kyivan Church, in full communion with
the ancient Churches of Rome and Constantinople,
became for us the faithful path to the universal
brotherhood of the Christian nations. Her birth was not
obscured by fraternal division. Her mystical memory
carries a permanent liturgical remembrance (eanamnesis)
of the first millennium, unbroken by the division of
Christianity. Her mission is to faithfully embody God’s
plan of human salvation among “the one nation under
God in the land on the hills of Kyiv,” as His Beatitude
Lubomyr reminded us, and to serve the universal unity of
all Christians. Her Gospel proclamation melodiously
sounded in full symphony with the voices of the ancient
apostolic Churches, so that the one Truth of the
indivisible Church of Christ might enlighten the whole
world, faithfully fulfilling the Saviour's command “that
they may all be one” (John 17:21). For Sophia is the
symbol of unconquerable unity and wisdom, which
reaches high above the walls of temporary misunder-
standings and divisions.

10. The Church of Sophia is a holy land of reconciliation
and understanding, always open to the universal unity of
the children of God scattered throughout the world. For

the Wisdom of God knows no bounds; she is always the
same and embraces everyone and everything, “reaches
mightily from one end of the earth to the other, and she
orders all things well” (Wisdom 8:1). That is why today,
just as a millennium ago, our Kyivan Church remains in
full communion with the successor of the Apostle Peter,
called by the Saviour Himself to serve the unity of His Uni-
versal Church and the integrity of the redeemed people of
God. Together with the Bishop of Rome, our Church is in
communion with other Eastern Churches. This reveals the
special ecumenical vocation of our Church—a witness of
undivided Christianity and a martyr of our times.

11. The confessor of the faith and long-time prisoner of
the Stalinist camps, Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, left the
immortal manifesto of the identity of our Church as the
inheritor and successor to the fullness of Kyivan
Christianity. This manifesto is the magnificent Cathedral
of Saint Sophia in Rome, whose golden jubilee of
consecration we celebrate in 2019. The construction of
Rome’s Sophia, together with the foundation of the
Ukrainian Catholic University, is a testimony to the living
and active Sophia of Kyiv, revealed in the very existence
of the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church—a martyr in both
Ukraine and beyond its borders. Patriarch Josyf's
immortal Urbi et orbi (To the [eternal] City and to the
World) message is engraved on the pediment of the
university: Veritas et amor scientiae unit disperses
(“Truth and love of knowledge unite those dispersed
throughout the world”). Building the Cathedral of Saint
Sophia in Rome, consecrating it together with Saint Pope
Paul VI, that ascetic of the faith of Christ contemplated the
Saint Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv as the maternal temple of
our Church in which his great predecessors prayed.
Patriarch Josyf saw the Kyivan church as the visible
cathedral of the invisible Sophia, its ecclesial and national
wisdom, which endured thousands of years in the body
and blood of his native Church, and today triumphs over
the whole of Ukraine and the whole world. The Patriarchal
Cathedral in Rome is an expressive symbol of the
universality of Kyiv’'s Sophia, an incarnation of the desire
of our hearts to the fullness of unity in Christ, bestowed
upon our people in the baptismal font of Prince
Volodymyr. It is a sign of the perpetuity of the Ukrainian
spirit, illumined by the grace of God—the same that
Patriarch Josyf embodied in his own life.

12. The great confessor of the faith humbly commanded
his descendants: “Bury me in our Patriarchal Sobor of
Holy Sophia, but when our vision becomes reality and our
Holy Church and our Ukrainian nation will arise, take my
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coffin, in which | will lie in rest, to my native Ukrainian
land...If such be the will of God and the will of God’s
Ukrainian people, lay my body in the crypt of the renewed
Cathedral of Saint Sophia.” Patriarch Josyf felt that Divine
Wisdom reminds us of the task of restoring the original
unity of the presently divided Church of Kyiv. Only then
will we see a truly renewed Cathedral of Saint Sophia in
Kyiv. Until this unity exists, none of the Churches that are
heirs of this Church can alone take up the ancient
Cathedral of the Wisdom of God, Sophia of Kyiv. It must
rather be the meeting place for all the descendants of the
sophianic Church of Kyiv, to be a reminder, a call, a
watchman, and a hope of our unification in Christ.

13. Through the preached word, the Wisdom of God
penetrated the heart of all, forming an inseparable unity,
an insurmountable community of a great family, with its
gaze turned to the unshakeable sanctuary, Sophia of Kyiv.
Our Church, in word and deed, taught its faithful children
to boldly assume responsibility for the fate of the whole
nation and for our state. She has always been sovereign
and fostered aspirations for statehood, constantly
emphasizing the foundational values of the functioning of
state and social institutions, whose reason of being it
sought much deeper—in the treasury of the Wisdom of
God. Inspired by her wise tradition, the venerable
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky wrote: “The Church,
understood as a purely national institution, embracing
only one people and separating it from all others,
becomes a contributor to maintaining conflicts,
reinforces national passions, and helps to oppress other
nations. It leads to struggle, not to peace; to separation,
and not to unity. Therefore, it is not Christ's.” The
sophianic thinking of our Church constantly directed her
sons and daughters to overcome internal conflicts, to
unite their efforts, to consolidate the Ukrainian people,
gathering it around the always genuine Gospel values.
Sophia is the wisdom embodied in the personal and social
life of the Truth, which creates the architecture of the
historical existence of the people, allows the din of
generations and civilizations to consolidate the
institutional design of its identity, “to build its Native
Home.”

14. Within the peace and quiet of the tradition of Sophia
in Kyivan Christianity there formed a specific liturgical,
theological, spiritual, and canonical heritage. This rich
spiritual culture has, unfortunately, not been studied and
investigated sufficiently. Today, together with our
Orthodox brothers, co-heirs of the Church of Kyiv, we are
called to reopen this common treasure, to explore and

develop it as a precious foundation for our spiritual unity.
Kyivan piety is above all the attention to the human heart
at its deepest dimension, in which the ability to feel and
comprehend reality and to make decisions under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit is concentrated. It is there
that the Wisdom of God works on the restoration of the
human being, whose image had become obscured.
Therefore, the human heart, as well as the surrounding
reality, requires development of authentic values. The
ideal of an asceticism (askesis) formed under such
conditions is physical labour, which allows a person to
feel closer to the created world and, at the same time,
prompts them to take responsibility for themselves. From
the human heart—"an abyss, wider than all the waters and
the heavens”—the Wisdom of God reaches the entire
inner world of a person made conscious by the perception
of responsibility for others. Hard work becomes a
valuable ideal, an instrument of social service.

15. Responsibility for the common good and serving the
needy remain two decisive features of the social
dimension of Kyivan piety. We find numerous testimonies
about them in the lives of the great saints of our land,
including the venerable Theodosius of the Kyiv Caves and
other ascetics from the Paterikon of the Kyiv Caves
Monastery. This kind of piety forms the image of the
person restored by the Holy Spirit, who lives in the fulness
of integrity (sophrosyne) and which is particular to our
spiritual culture—the holy man as a bearer and witness of
Divine Wisdom. Prayer, work, fasting, and deeds of mercy
allow man to become a living embodiment of the
incomprehensible Wisdom of the Creator Himself. The
first fruit of holiness guided by God’s wisdom is the
spiritual achievement of the holy martyrs of the brothers
Boris and Hlib. From the depths of this special gift for our
people, Divine Wisdom paved the way to the hearts of
countless martyrs for the unity of the Church of Christ—
both during the persecution of the Church of Kyiv in the
Russian Empire and during the communist terror of the
twentieth century: their “martyr’s blood testifies before
heaven and earth to their unwavering faith in God.” In the
heart in which God’s Wisdom has come to dwell, the
Gospel principles become vital benchmarks for our
present life, and from there, from the cell of our own heart,
we go to the wide world, to transfigure it, to bring human
society in line with these revealed values. For centuries,
the Kyivan Church, faithful to its salvific mission,
sanctifies the heart of every Ukrainian and all people with
the grace of God, brightly shining a wonderful icon of
Divine Wisdom before the world.  (to be continued)

92-year-old’s poem on aging
shines light on
how we should live our lives
https://aleteia.org/

“The Gift-Wrap & The Jewel”
by Wanda B. Goines

I looked in the mirror and what did | see,

but a little old lady peering back at me

With bags and sags and wrinkles and wispy white hair,
and | asked my reflection,

How did you get there?”

You once were straight and vigorous and now you're
stooped and weak,

when | tried so hard to keep you from becoming an
antique

My reflection’s eyes twinkled as she solemnly replied,
you’re looking at the gift wrap and not the jewel inside

A living gem and precious, of unimagined worth

Unique and true, the real you, the only you on earth

The years that spoil your gift-wrap with other things more
cruel,

should purify and strengthen, and polish up that jewel
So focus your attention on the inside, not the out

On being kinder, wiser, more content and more devout
Then, when your gift-wrap’s stripped away your jewel will
be set free,

to radiate God’s glory throughout eternity.

LEPKBA NPO CTAPICTb

Mutanua: Lo roBoputb YuutenbctBo Llepkeu npo
cTapicTb?

BignoBiab: BnaxeHnuii Mana Woan Masno Il HeogHo-
pa3oBO HaronowyBaB Ha 6araTCTBi NOXWNoro BiKy.
HaBegemo gesiki ioro TBepaxeHHs. CTapicTb - Le nepiog,
Konu Monopwae Ayx, i nicnA 6e3niyi posvapyBaHb
nognHa BYMTbCA Hagistucs Ha Bora: «Uepksa gobpe
3Hae, Wo Oarato nogen HabnukawTbeAa fo bBora
ocobnmBo B nepioa Tak 3BaHOrO «TPeTLOro BiKy» i WO
came B LW nepiog iM MOXHa JONOMOITA NOMONOALWATH
OYXOM Ha LWnsXy po3gyMmiB i 3a JONOMOrOH LIePKOBHUX
TaiHcTB. [ocBif, HakonMuyeHMW pokamu, Bede NiTHKO
NIOAVHY A0 PO3YMiHHA MeX MUPCLKUX peyen, A0 rmuoLwoi
notpe6u npucytHocti Bora B 3eMHoMy xuTTi. Po3yapy-
BaHHsl, NePeXuTi B AeAKUX CUTYaLisiX, HaBYUNK iX NOKNa-
patucs Ha bora. HakonuyeHa mygpicTb Moxe GyTh Benu-
KOK MepeBaror He TiNbKKU ANA YneHiB ixHix cim', a i gna
BCi€i XpUCTMSIHCBLKOI rpomagu», — cTBepaxyBaB [lana

BowTuna 1994 poky. LLle oaHa Te3a Moana Maena I: vac -
BeNIMKMIA BYMTENb, BiH gomomarae npuabatu MyAapicTb.
«CrapicTb He no36aBnsie BNacHux 6nar, Tomy wo, sk 3a-
yBaXye CBATUN lEpOHiM, BOHA «3poluye MyApPiCTb i Aae
Oinbw 3pini nopagv». Y neBHOMy CeHCi ue — NpuBi-
neiioBaHa enoxa NpemyApocTi, NOPOMKEHOI AOCBIAOM,
OCKiNbKM 4ac - Benukun Buutenb. Kpim Toro, Bigoma
MonuTBa ncanmocniBus: «HaBuM Hac niunTH OTaK Hawi
[OHi, o6 My Habynu cepue mygpe» (89, 12).

«Y Oypb-akomy Biui Focnoab NPOCcUTL BUKOPUCTOBY-
BaTW Hawi TanaHTu!» - cTBepaxyBaB [lana Bowtuna B
nucTti go nitHix. | we: «lllaHo6nuBa crapicTb ... cTaHo-
BUTb OCTaTOMHMA €Tan JACbKOi 3pinocTi W nposiB
Boxoro 6narocnoBeHHs». Mana Moawn Maeno Il Harono-
LWYBaB Ha Le OAHIW BaXnuBiii peyi, NOB'A3aHiN 3 NOXMIUM
BiKOM: NiTHi nogM - Ue XpaHuTeni nam'aTi, BOHX gono-
MararTb 3'e4HaT CbOroAeHHs 3 MUHYTUM.

«JliTHi, = nucas 6naxeHHun Bolituna, - gJonomaralTb
NOrnsiHyTU Ha 3eMHi Nogii 3 6iNbLLO MyAPICTHO, OCKiNbKM
nepexute 3pobuno ix Ginbw 3pinuMK i JOCBIgYEHUMM.
BOHM € XpaHUTENAMM KONEKTUBHOI NaM'ATi, a 3Ha4YUTb 00-
paHMMK TRyMayamu CYKYnHOCTi 3aranbHUX iaeanis i LiH-
HOCTeW, AIKi NiATPUMYIOTb | HanpaBnATb rpoMaacbke
cniBxutTa. Bigkupatu ix o3Hayano 6 He 3BaxaTu Ha
MUHYJIe, B IKOMY € KOPeHi CNpaBXHbLOro, = 3apaau cy4ac-
HOCTi, N036aBneHoi nam'saTi».

MoaH Nagno Il HeoaHOPa30B0 3aCyAXyBaB BigKMHEHHSA
NiTHIX nogen 3 XUTTA cycninbcTBa. Tak, B eHUUKRiLi
«EBaHrenie XuTTA» BiH NUWe: «BUTICHATW CTapuX Ha
3aABipku cycninbcTBa abo B3arani BUraHATK iX 3i CBOro
KUTTS HeNpuUNycTMMO. IXHA NpucyTHICTB y ciM abo xoua
0 36epexeHHs NOCTIMHOIO 3B'A3KY 3 HUMM, AIKLLO XUTNIOBA
TicHOTa abo iHWi NPUYMHK POBNATL CMiNbHE XUTTA He-
MOXSTIMBUM, Ma€ hyHAAMEHTaNbHe 3HaYeHHSA Y CTBOPEHHI
atmocdrepn B3aeMOOOMiHy i 36aravye gianor Mix pisHu-
MU nokoniHHAMKU. Tomy o06oB'i3koBO Tpeba 36epiraTy
CBOEPIOHWIA «JOroBip» MiX NOKOMiHHAMKU = abo BigHOB-
noBaTM WOro, KONM BiH MOpPYLIEHUH, = 3a AKUM CTapi
0aTbku, BXe 6NM3bKi 4O KiHUA CBOEI 3eMHOI MaHApiBKH,
MOXYTb OYiKyBaTW Bif AiTeN oniku Ta conigapHoOCTi, AKy
BOHW Hafanu AiTAM Ha NovaTKy iXHbOTO XMTTS: LibOro
BMMarae nocnyx 3anoBigi Boxoi, wo Haka3sye WwaHyBaTy
Oatbka i MaTip. Ane ue we He Bce. JTiTHI Ntogu = He Tinbku
«npegmMeT» TypOOTH, ONikK Ta CRyXiHHA. BoHn pobnaTtb
LiHHMI BHECOK B EBaHrenie uTrTs. BoHn MOXyTb i NOBUH-
Hi BUKOpPWUCTOBYBATW OaraTuii JOCBif, HakOMWuYeHWH 3a
[OBri poKW, W06 AiNUTMCA MyAPICTIO, CBIgYATM Npo
Hagito i Nb6oBy.
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