1106 cratu wienamu CYK ,IIpoBuginus”,
MPOCUMO 3BepTaTucH 10 nani [aBpuiiok.

The Providence Association

Life Insurance & Annuities
79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

WWW. DTOVASSIL. CO

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page | s:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors

1550

Wwilliam Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

SLAVIS

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

‘Pietszak o ( 2
(716) 852-4499

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors
FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

2400 William St. 806 Clinton St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206 Buffalo, NY 1421C

g—\v PHONE 893-1025

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE MOP’SIJIOK CB. JITYPI'IH

Feb. 5: S. of Prod. Son—H. baya. Cuna m S JIrwororo: H. Muraps i ®apices m:

12:00 AM +lreneVoychak (Roman) 10:00 p. +Bosiogumup 3aHbkiB (AHHA)

Mon., February 6 — IToneniziok, 6 Jiotoro 12 Jliororo: H. Muraps i ®apices m:

5:30 PM +Karepuna Cramikis -2 p. (poauHa) 10:00 p. +Ouabra Bacapa6 (CYA)
Tue., February 7 — BisTopok, 7 JIrotoro
12:00 PM +ITumum [TnoTtus (Auna Tenrok)

Wed., February 8 — Cepena, 8 JIrotoro 251 26 JIwroro, 2012 p. Y ®insaaeandii

8:15 AM +Ilapacka Muxaiinis
(JTecs IlerpiBchka)

BinGyayrbes JIui Marpispxa Hocuda.
Casra Jlitypris 3a IIpociaBy Cnyru
Thu., February 9 — Yer., 9 Jliotoro bo:xoro }'Ianiﬂpxa Hocuda Cainoro
8:15 AM +Cnasko Muxaiinis (A MeJbHUK) 6yf[e y waTHEWO, 17 ‘JIIOTOFO’, y 120-
Fri., February 10 — IPsiTHuus., 10 JIroToro pitnumIo napox:kenns Iarpinpxa.
8:15 AM +Bonogumup I"aHuiskuit

(p. bapanunpkux)
Sat., February 11 — Cy6ora, 11 JIroToro
8:15AM +Taras Sarachman (K. & J. Bader)
4:30 PM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

Feb. 12: Meat-Fare S. — M’sicomycHa HE

12:00 AM +Petro Hrynczak
(Mary Hanuszczak)

Ko nisinyere 1aty Bamoro BiH4aHHS
YM XpelIeHHS TO IPOCUMO IOTOBOPUTH 3
MapoxoMm, oo moTiM He 0yJI0 HENMOPO3Yy-
MinHsa. Moske cTaTucs, 1o B 1ei 1eHb
O0yae HeMOKJIYBO Bi0OyTH 3a1UIsIHOBaHe.

* % %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ding, please contact Pastor about the date
before making other arrangements.

UL Reo. Mangjan Doy
Eternal Light burnsfor
+Mary Petryshyn
Requ. By Tekla M oczer niak

Mo:xna nepenatu n. Onydpiesi
Bisorososcskomy

Biune Cgitii0 B yects I1/IM roputhb
3a +Mapiro [leTpuimmn
Hoxepra: A. I M. Ilerpummn

| St Joseph School For Boys Ukrainian Hom_e Dn_ipro
Bookstore Federal Credit Union

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
Ronda Doucette (716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988

574 333-3420 www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com
Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books .-;','ﬁ"f}.. “The credit union

www.easterngiftshop.com with a heart”
saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards

Direct Deposit and Online Banking

IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)

Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

DNIPRO %g JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center Join now and become a member of our
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476 Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com @ ——c———— o

Hall and bar rentals are available. ___________________————————|—
See your old friends on Friday night. Please support our sponsors!

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!
Please Contribute to the  ——————————ooooooooo o

$100,000 Building Fund.  TheColonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
Donations are tax deductible. of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
EURO DELI AND GIFTS

3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam! 5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)

Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

(716) 894-1772



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
us raise money 09 S
for our Church gﬂp
by purchasing L pS

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
Pozmna IMOBUHHA HOBiJIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

Donations Towards Coffee Hour
(Coffee Hour Benefits-Yearly
Communication Assessment Fee)
Olia Czmola
Olena Czmola May
Dr. Ulana Loza
Anna Teluk

Thank You! [Iskyemo!

The League of Ukrainian
Catholics, Niagara Fron-
tier Council will hold a
f meeting on Monday, Feb-
= ruary 13, 2012 at 7:00PM in
the Church Hall. The report of the
Convention is on the agenda. All
members and any prospective mem-
bers are invited to attend.
* % %

3acigaHHsa Jlirm Ykp. Katonukis 6yae
y noHepainok, 13 nroToro.

49 Bijtia Corwo3y YKpaiHOK
NMOBiIOMJIfAE, 1O 3 Mep-
moro Jlrororo 2012 poky
PO3MOYUHAEMO IHOPIYHY
30ipKy HAa CTHIIEHIT 115
He3aMOKHOI M0J101 B
Ykpaini. Yekn MokHa
punucyBatu Ha UKkrain-
ian National Women’s L eague.
MumnyJiopiuHi 3BiTH € y ped. CTunenaiii.
3a inpopManissMu NPOCHMMO 3BepTaATHCS
1o pedgepentok 49-ro Binainy:
3opsanu Auummu-banyi — 668-9504
Oxcann Caagur — 832-9331

Crunenauitna Axuisi 49 Bigniny CYA

The Blessings of Homes
Father will attempt to bless as many
homes as possiblethisyear. If for
somereason he does not makeit to
your home and you want your house
blessed, or if you would like a certain
time of day, please let Father know.

* Kk ok

IlocTaparocs BiaBigaTu 3 6J1arocJio-
BEHHSIM JIoMiB. SIKkiio He Oyay y Bac a
XO0Tijiv OM, 10 O s NPpUHIIOB, 200 €
npoodJieMa yacy 4yepes npairo — npocu-
MO JaTH 3HATH i MOCTapaeMocst Npuii-
TH y BiANIOBiAHMI Yac.

NMPOLLUA OO NntorPAy 1 CB. 3EMII
(6-19 TPABHA, 2012)

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski

Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

Please say a prayer
for the vocation!

* % %

IIpocumo momouTHCSA
3a CBAIECHUYI MOKJINKAHHA!

Please Remember
Our Church in Your Will!

IHam'siTaiimo npo Pigny LlepkBy
Ta npo ii MaildyTHICTH
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3ABABA - Pre Lenten

and The best way to enjoy the spirit of Christ-

. , d St. Nicholasisto GIVE. Therei
St- Valent' nes Day g;?)ignin our I;griosha,svlvsh(?havegivene;l?![igir
DINNER-DANCE

livesand now dueto sickness or older age,
they arenolonger abletogive. In some
waysthey areforgotten. Let us put alittle
@& Saturday
7 February 11, 2012
7:00pm

sunshinein their livesand hereis how!
St. John the Baptist Ukr. Cath. Church
3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore NY 14217

e Select a name (by contacting therectory).

¢ Vigit if possible at least once a month.

e Tell them what isgoing on in the parish.

e If possible, bring them alittle gift at
Christmas, their birthday, and Pascha...

o Beforeleaving, say a prayer with them.

Theyoung can also take part. The elderly
love the young. Rhidna Skola could make

Tel:(716) 873-5011 them cards or alittlecraft. Plast & SUM
. . . em cardsor alittle craft. can
stjohnmyparish@gmail.com do their share and maybe even get a badge

Parishioners and guests are invited to en- for their good deeds. Make it afamily affair.
joy a relaxing evening of musicand friendly Y/hen weareyoung and healthy, we have a
atmosphere to the tunes of the band “Kar- "2 timesqueezingin God and Church, yet
paty” from Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada. when we grow older we have all thetimein

theworld to give to God and the Church but
Tickets: ADULTS $35.00

areunable... Why not bring some sunshine

i int else’sday? If thi dslik

Children up to 14 yearsold FREE | 00n oONe e SEY 7 1 IS SOUNCE 1@
(with parents)

something you would be able to set aside
Homemade Food,

timefor, then please notify the rectory, be-
cause there aremany elderly peoplein our
Parish who could use your kindness and

Coffee, would greatly appreciate your company!
D&rt * % *
and sI cBigomuii Toro, mo Mu Bei cTapaemMocst
Jl cash bar poouTH 100po AJs iHmmX. Bee sk Taku 3ak-

JINKAI0 0XO0YHUX 3POOUTH 1e OIHe 100pe aiio,
B imenHi Ilapoxii, npuHaiiMHi pa3 Ha mi-
csillb. Y HAC MeBHA KUVIBKiChTh HEMiYHHX
0ci0, AKX MU MOIJIM O BigBizaTH i B TaKu
CIOCi0 MPUHECTH KiJTbKa pajfiCHUX XBHJIMH Y

will be available.

For table and ticketsreservations:
call by February 05, 2012

(716) 873-5011 ixne xxuTT. Mosoaeui opranizamnii MoKy TH
(347) 342-2208 TAKOK Lle 3pO0OUTH, HIIP. 32AKOJISIAYBATH Y
neii yac. [Ipocumo nepevyeraTu indopmanii
EVERYONE WELCOME no anrdiceku. Jly:xke AKyeMo.

3 papia "Muaoceppnnri Gamapanuu"

I Tak 4yyemo y eBaHreJiio, NpUXoasiTh 10
XpaMy o0 MOMOJIMTHCS — NMEePIInid 3 HUX
(apuceii a xpyruii murtap.

®apuceii ocoda nodaxua. Bid - Buenuii, Bin
- YecHUi. BiH Hik0IM HIKOT0 He CKPUB/MB.
Bin ne cay:xuThes 6puxnero. Momy 31aeTnes,
o bor HaBiTH MycTh OyTH B/I0BOJIMHMIL 3
HBOTO0. A Mo:ke e ['ocnogb NoBUHEH HOMY
NMOASIKYBaTH, 00 BiH — (papuceii, 3HAYNTHCA -
ine npaBuIbHUM 1LIAX0M. BiH noka3sye iH-
IIUM JI0POry, sikolo iM Tpeda xoautu. Koy 0
Bci Oys1u Tak K BiH, TO 3anaHyBaB O paii Ha
3emuri. BiH Bce 3Hae, 110 ¢J1i 3po0UTH, HITKOT
3MiHM )KMTTHA iioMy He noTpidHO. BiH camoBu-
cTapyajJabHUI y cBOiil AyxoBocTi. /lockoHa-
auid. Hivoro Big iHIIux HABYHTHCS He MO:Ke, i
sxoxHOI moMoui Bix bora B gilficHocTi He moT-
pedye. ®apuceii BMie mosauTHcs. Ilcaasmu
3Ha€ HA MaMATh. Llijie cBATe MHCHEMO Yy HBOTO
MO’Ke TMIOCUTIATHCS, SIK 3 PYKaBa, KOKHOI XBH-
JIMHHU, B 1eHb 44 B Ho4i. [1o moTpebi 3aumuTye
SIKOT0 HeOyIb MPOPOKA.

Hacammnepen npuranye Bin borosi, xTo 1o
A0 HbOro MoJIUThCsA. «Och s1», Kaxe, «apu-
ceil; mpuiiioB 10 Tede. S Toil 0 NOCTUTH
3aByK/IM KOJIU Tpe0a MOCTUTH; A TOI, 10 A€
MHWJIOCTHHIO i TO TaK, 00 iHIIi 0aumnsm i 3
MeHe OpaJjiu NPUKJIAL; 8 TOMH, 0 3aBKIH HA-
NpaBJisi€ iHIUX HA MPaBUWIbHY A0POry, NpH-
rajaywo4u iM ixni NpoBUHU, 00 BOHU 3MiHU-
Jmucs 3i cBoix 3ux gopir. H sxoanoi TBoel 3a-
noBini He mepectynus. A nar Ha xpam aucs-
THUHY, i cBigomuii, mo Tu, Boxe, Bingaem me-
Hi 6araTo, 3a 1m0 s1 To0i HeBUMOBHO BASTYHUIA,
00 inakme i He Moxke O0yTH, TOoMy, 0 TH 3aB-
JKIW POOHII MO crpaBeIMBOCTi. JIAKy10 T0OI,
TAKOK, 10 51 He€ MOAIOHMI 0 IHIIMX JII0/ei,
1110 He XoAATH TBO€I0 7OPOroIo, TaK SIK Ha-
NPHUKIAJ OLeH HEINACHUI MUTAP, 10 0Ch TaM
Y KYTHKY cX0oBaBcs. BiH ke HacnipaBai He mo-
BHHEH OyB HaBiTH npuiiTi TYT 10 TBOrO X0-
pomy, 00 HHOro MPUCYTHICTH OCKBEPHIOE 1Ie
cBAITE MicIie, ajie B TAKOT0 POy JII0/ieil HeMa

Hi cTuay Hi copomy. JJisi HBOro HeMa KOTHOT
HaJil Ha cnacinHs. Bin HaneBHO Mo npaBai
ofepxkuTh Bix Tebde 3acay:keny kapy. JIsakyro
TO00i 32 TBOIO CNIPABENINBICTH.»

A mutap. Bin 3Hae€, mo Harpimus 6araro.
Bin cBimommii TOro, 1110 #Oro KUTTS HE MOKe
HiKOMY CJIY:KUTH 32 npukiai. Bin xBopwuii
JAYXOBHO, i He 3HA€, YN MOKe BUITH 3 TOTO,
4M 3MOke 3MiHUTHCA. BiH 0€ cede y rpyan
Kaxyun: «boxe MusIocTHBHIA, OyAb MeHi
rpimHomy.» Bin 100pe 3Hae, 110 He Ma€ YUM
XBAJIMTHCS, 110 HiY0r0 100poro He 3podus, a
opexatu borogi, Ha ToMy cBATOMY Micui,
0YeBH/IHO BiH He Oyae, 00 K, 3peuiTo0, bor
Bce 3Ha€. Xaii iioro iM’st 0yae 0J1aroc10BeH-
He. «Harpimms s 6araro, I'ocmogu, npoctu
MeHi. O4HCTH MOI IPixXH.»

Ocb MuTap caM BU3HAE, 0 HATPIllIUB
0araro. Ha xo:kHOMY JIIOICBKOMY CY/i, BiH
0yB Om 3acyakeneil. He Tpeda mykarn 3a
J0Ka3aMHU, 10 BiH rpimuuk. Jlogei kpus-
auB i bora ne manysas. I mo x. Yu Xpucroc
3MicTs HOro 3acyIuTh a (papucesi NOXBAJINTH
i BUHArOpOIUTH?

Ta He TaKk BOHO CTA€THCS, AK HAM YacaMH
3naerbesi. CamoxBasib0a (papiceeBa, He MorIa
npunacTtu 10 srnoaoou borosi. ®apuceii Hac-
npasji He MoJsiuBcsi 10 bora, BiH MoJinBest 10
cede camoro, Bin He ockap:kyBaB cele, ane
paaue inmux. Bid 3BesieuaB cede, IOCTABUB
cede mipuiom nmoBuaiHku. /{J1si HbOro BXKe i
Bora nenotpiono. I ckazaB Xpucroc. - Murtap
NilIOB oNpaBJAaHuii 10 10My, 00 BiH cede
BIOKOPHMB, BU3HAB CBOI MPOrpillleHHs, a He
(dapuceii, mo TinTbku BMiB cede BeBUIIIATH,
XBAJIUTHCS 2 iHIIMX NPU TOMY 3aCy/I:KyBaB...

...4UH MU BBazkaemo cede KpamuMH BiJ THX
1o XpUCTa He 3HAI0Th, 200 i 3HAOTH, Ta He
HayTh Hamoo aoporor. Hadpaam mu Oinbie
YeCHOT, i XBATUMOCS HEMOB Ie Halla 3acayra.
Ta :k HalIa MOBMHHICTH € WiTH 32 XpHCTOM, i
HEMA€ TYT JKOTHOI NMPUYUHH HAM XBaJTUTHCH,
nepe0OpIIyBATH CBOI YeCHOTH, BeJIeYATHCS
CBOIM JYXOBHUM MOCTYIIOM...


mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

CHRIST ISBORN! February 5, 2012
GLORIFY HIM!

Dear (say your name herefor your very own personal letter),

I’'m writing to you on Thursday, Feb. 2,
which is our holy day, The Encounter of our
Lord. Coming 40 days after the Nativity, it
marks the end our
Christmas cycle. OK,
now you can take your
Christmas tree down.
© That is, if you are on
the Gregorian (new)
calendar. Julian (old)
calendar till has a lit-
tle more than a week
before Christmas ends.
All this is reflected in
the two  different
Christian greetings at
the head of thisletter.

A little bit ago | re-
turned home from Ni-
agara Falls, where |
celebrated the Liturgy
of the Feast of the En-
counter and blessed the
candles. This radiant £ .. .«
feast of Light and Hope and [Iment isone
of my very favorite ones. There were six peo-
ple in attendance, which is about one-fifth of
the Sunday attendance. Do you know how
many priests would kill to have one-fifth of
their Sunday congregation at a holy day Lit-
urgy? Thanks and glory to God! Attendance
at holy day and weekday Liturgies is another
of the many blessings we enjoy at Holy Pro-
tection. It is great to have a “crowd.” as it
makes for a reverent and beautiful Liturgy,
usually led by our Cantor Leo.

When we talk about making “Jesus the
Reason for the Season” we, as Church and as
His followers, still have a long way to go. But

K

| think we are making alot of progress. The
teaching about Philip's Fast or Advent as
preparation, and then the days after Christ-
mas as a time of celebration, has always
been there. However, for many years we let
theworld dictate to us about when we were
going “to have our Christmas parties.” We
t joining in, and even promoting,

_ | Christmas time as the
time before the holy
day. In recent years,
however, | see that we
have been consistently
improving. More and
more we are getting
better at it, but thereis
still a long way to go.
Next year we'll really
keep the Advent fast
and we'll really begin
to celebrate only after
Christmas Day, won't
we?!

Those “Christian
greetings’ that we use
in our Church and
among our people,
should never be taken
"o @2 lightly, or for granted.
When we use them, they arereally beautiful
signposts as to where we are on our yearly
spiritual journey. For example, to some the
hearing of “Christ isBorn!” on February 1
or even February 14 (0.s.) might seem kind
of odd. But for usit clearly saysthat we are
still in Christmastime! Pretty neat, huh?

Thisweek seems asif it is short two days.
That’'s because Presbytera and | took a
quick trip down to visit our family in west-
ern Pa. We left Tuesday morning and re-
turned Wednesday afternoon. It's a quick
trip and we spend almost as much time on
the highway as we do with the family, but
it’s the best way to get to see them more of-

ten, and not be away from the parish for any
length of time. Little Nathanael is going to be
four years old on Saturday February 4, and
his birthday was the prime reason for the
journey thistime.

It was a great get-together with him, broth-
er Jonah, Father Eli and our first-born, Pres-
bytera Laryssa. Besides the birthday celebra-
tion, we also had much Christmas joy still to
spread around. St. Nicholas left a LOT of
stuff for them in West Seneca, and it made
for a great, noisy time in that house. Nobody
there had a problem celebrating Christmas
on January 31 and February 1%

Nathanad'’s birthday has always been the
topic of our conversationswhen wetalk of the
“Big Game” that will be played on Sunday.
The same two teams who played against each
other four years ago, the Giants and Patriots,
will oppose each other this Sunday in Super
Bowl XLVI. Four years ago, on February 3,
2008, just minutes after the kick-off, our
phone rang. It was our daughter Presbytera
Laryssa telling usthat she thought she'd have
to go to the hospital soon. We were the
planned babysitters to be with Jonah when
Mom and Dad would be at the hospital, so we
knew we would be going down. But now, dur-
ing the Super Bowl??? There were several
other calls during the game and just as the
game ended, they were told to go to the hospi-
tal. The doctor must have been at a Super
Bowl party because minutes after the after
the final period ended, he called and had
Laryssa admitted. Nathanael came the next
mor ning, February 4, 2008. He will always be
our SUPER KID «tilll! Mnohaja Lita, little
guy!

As we returned home from Pennsylvania
this week we took the route through Punxsu-
tawney, Pa. Does that name ring a bell for
you? It is the home of “the seer of all seers,
the prognosticator of all prognosticators,
Punxsutawney Phil.” What a place that town

ison day before Groundhog Day! It was elec-
tric with anticipation and activity as thou-
sands, already on February first, began ar-
riving in the town so they could be on hand
for that moment when the little rodent would
be summoned from his burrow to make his
much awaited prediction regarding the
length of winter. It was one big party com-
plete with music, balloons, craft fairs, etc.,
etc. The lowly groundhog for this time is
KING GROUNDHOG! His likeness is eve-
rywhere from the paper mache statues, to the
ice sculptures, to the many, many photos of
“Phil,” right to the humans, many of whom
sported “groundhog ears.” The groundhog
ears are on a headband that one of the mer-
chants distributes. Of course they are free
and people will really go out of their way to
get one! | found out yesterday that life can’t
be complete until you have experienced
Groundhog Day in Punxsutawney! Maybe
next year Nathanad’'s birthday will get us
there on the actual date when we will join the
thousands on Gobbler’s Knob! BTW, he saw
his shadow, so get ready for six more weeks
of winter! © ©

Before | leave you this week | need to re-
mind you to pray for our Bishops that God
will give them strength, courage, fortitude
and right belief as they unite to oppose the
war on religious freedom that has been de-
clared by the Obama administration. We are
in some very serious times, but we know our
God iswith us!

| must close now but | leave you with pray-
ers for your health and everything you need
unto salvation! May God bless you and our
Holy Lady keep you beneath the vell of her
heavenly protection!

In HisLove,

Fr. Ray
p.s. GO GIANTS!



From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

The Church gives usanother example today,
about repentance in order to help prepareus
for Great Lent. The Parable of the Prodigal
Son in today’s Gospel reading according to St.
Lukeis most beautiful. Whenever we hear a
parable, to benefit from it, we compare our -
selvesto each of the charactersin the parableto
seewhat similarities we have with them. To
help usdo this, let usbegin by looking firstly at
the figure of the younger son in the parable and
then at the elder son. Brothers-who had com-
pletely different outlooks on life, but were both
“prodigals’ in their own way, just asweare
prodigal children before aloving and merciful
God. Theyounger son was dissatisfied, he had
alonging for something and so hetried to sat-
isfy it by going away and living a loose life. If
thereisdissatisfaction in us, alonging for some-
thing that we do not have, could we belonging
for God? St. Augustinewrote, “You have made
usfor yourself, O Lord, and our heartsarerest-
lessuntil they rest in Thee” Theunfortunate
thing isthat the further we arefrom our Fa-
ther, themoredifficult it isfor usto hear his
voice. Thefather in today’s Gospel did not goin
sear ch of the younger son. The son had to make
the decision himself to come back, “| will arise
and go to my father” (Luke 15:18). That isa de-
cision we all haveto make, to leave theillusions
of happinessthat theworld offersusand go
back to our Father. Thisimage of the younger
son also symbolizes the messwe could find our -
selvesin when we blindly move away from God.

One of the best waysto never outgrow God is
to never grow up wanting the foolish desire of
thisworld morethan a genuinerelationship
with Christ. However, it ishard not to grow up
when we ar e convinced that thereally impor-
tant thingsin life are based upon what we do,
upon our abilities. If we buy into that illusion,
we begin to take charge. We demand what we
think isrightfully oursand, like the prodigal
son, we go off into theworld leaving the Father
behind. Thisindependent, self-sufficient ap-

reaching for the apple all over again. But,
luckily, self-sufficiency can take us only so
far. Sooner or later werun up against a brick
wall. Wefinish eating the apple and discover,
afew hourslater, that we are hungry again.
We gradually realize where we actually are
and wherewetruly belong. But for many of
us, this still boilsdown to our sinful desires.
Thepoint isthat if we areto make progressin
our relationship with God, then we need to re-
ly not on ourselvesbut on God. It was Tho-
mas Merton who oncewrote: “Thewhole
Christian lifeisalifein which thefurther a
per son progresses, the more he hasto depend
directly on God. The morewe progress, the
lesswe are self-sufficient. The morewe pro-
gress, the poorer we get so that the man who
has progressed most, istotally poor - he hasto
depend directly on God. He has nothing l€eft in
himself.” Arewe keeping our selvesfrom God
in any way because like the prodigal son, we
do not know that the heart of God is mer ciful
and desiresto have usin His house?

| remember atimewhen | broke my
grandmother’svase, because | was playing
with my favoritered bouncing ball inside the
house, something that | wastold not to do,
and accidentally it hit the table and knocked
over thevase. Beforel could catch it, the vase
shattered on thefloor. | felt sick to my stom-
ach; | wondered how | would tell my grand-
mother what | had done. And when she
walked in the door from the garden, | even
hid under the bed, trying to think of what to
say. When | finally came out of hiding with
tearsin my eyes, grandma saw what | had
done, and then she did the most unexpected
thing - she opened her arms and hugged me
tight as shewiped the tearsfrom my eyes. Be-
tween sobs| told her how sorry | wasand |
even offered to give her my favoritered
bouncing ball in exchange, but then she
smiled and held me even tighter, and told me
it would be our little secret when grandpa
came home. In spite of my poor choices, |

proach to lifeissimilar to that of Adam and Eve knew my grandmother alwaysloved me, and

shetaught me agreat deal about love and for -
givenessin her sweet embrace. The parable of
the Prodigal Son isa beautiful story of what Je-
sus depictsthe love of our Heavenly Father to
be - such unconditional love and under standing,
such generosity and concern, such complete and
unceasing forgiveness, and so much more. The
greeting this young man was expecting was
nothing likethe one hereceived. “While he was
gtill along way off, hisfather saw him and felt
compassion for him, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). Thisparable
strikes deep within our hearts, because we all
have this same need asthe Prodigal Son, we all
have this overwhelming desire, this heartfelt
longing to beloved and ultimately to receive our
Heavenly Father'sLove. Thereisnodoubt in
my mind that this prodigal son felt loved and
treasured once again by hisfather’s embrace.
Just as my grandmother made mefeel loved,
and | am surewe can all think of many such
personsin life who have given usthis uncondi-
tional love which comesfrom God the Father:
our parents, grandparents, children, spouses,
and friends.

| am sure each of us can see some similarities
between the younger son in the parable and
ourselves. Now, let uslook at the character of
the elder son in the parableto seeif wearein
any way similar to him. The elder son, despite
thefact that hewaswith hisfather all those
years, was shocked that hisfather killed the fat-
ted calf and threw a party in celebration of his
younger son’sreturn. He still did not know or
under stand hisfather’s heart; maybethe ser-
vants under stood hisfather better. The elder
son never felt accepted, appreciated or loved by
hisfather. That was his problem. So hisresent-
ment towar ds hisyounger brother wasreally
pointing to a deeper wound; he did not feel
loved. The elder son had no real relationship
with hisfather. Hewas distant and aloof. He
was like the Pharisees and scribes who com-
plained about Jesus' ministry to sinners. For
years he had donetheright thing but with the
wrong attitude. The elder son has been called

the ‘prodigal who stayed at home'. Heisalso
lost, but hisis more difficult to see. So the par-
ableisabout aloving father and two prodigal
sonsor two lost brotherson life'sjourney. We
areall likethe elder son in the sensethat none
of usyet knowsour Father’sheart. So during
our preparation for Lent, let ustry to get to
know our Father’sheart better. If we cometo
liturgy and try to live agood life; let usalsotry
to get to know the heart of our Father...

Jesus pictureof the Father in the story of the
Prodigal Son, the picture of our Father in
heaven, isaloving merciful Father with arms
thrown wide, ready to forgive and forget. Only
Jesus, the sinless one, could have drawn such a
picture of God. Noticewhat the father saysto
the elder son, “All that ismineisyours’ (v 31). |
think that is perhapsthe most beautiful state-
ment in the parable, because it reminds usthat
our heavenly Father also keeps opening his
armsto us, saying “All that ismineisyours.”
Heisoutside of the house waiting for the
younger son toreturn (Luke 15:20). When the
son returnshisfather runsto him, embraces
and kisses him, brings him in the house and
celebrates hisreturn. Aswe come closer and
closer tothe start of our Great Fast, weare
ableto stand in examination of our lives, see
how far we have brought ourselvesfrom thelife
God intendsfor us, and then long, truly long to
return toour Father’sHouse. Thisiswhat
Lent isall about; becoming a new creation in
Christ because the Father does not count our
trespasses against us! “Whosoever isin Christis
a new creation... God was reconciling the world
to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses
against them and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation...” (2 Corinthians 5:17-19). Dur-
ing thetime of Lent we might try to make an
effort to answer that invitation from our heav-
enly Father. During every liturgy wereceive
the same invitation from Jesus, “ Thisis my
Body which isbroken for you... thisisthe cup
of my blood, which isshed for you.” Let usgo
into the house and rejoicein God saying - “All
that ismineisyours.”



