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Heads of
Ukrainian

Churches
Pray for Ukraine
In Washington, DC

Patriarch Sviatoslav
celebrated a Moleben
to the Mother of God
for her intercession for
a peaceful resolution
to the turmoil in
Ukraine on Wednes-
day, February 5, 2014,
at the Taras
Shevchenko
Monument in

. Washington.

Patriarch Filaret also
joined the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic clergy.
Many faithful were also
present to pray for
peace in Ukraine.

The Shevchenko

I Monument has served

as a gathering place
for the Ukrainian-
American community
for 50 years. This was

especially true during

the communist era

| when Ukrainian-

Americans would
gather to call attention
to the denial of basic
freedoms and human
rights to the people of
Ukraine by the

. communist overlords.

http://lwww.ukrarchepa
rchy.us

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH

e It
- E !
’
——— — i O
—
==
-
M o

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GERATOIO MUKOAAHA
IITA OIIIKOK

i /
MPEYHCTOL AIRH
ANAPIT OAITITPIT (i

UNDER THE
PROTEGGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD

M

GHURGH BULLETIN

February 9 — 2014 - 9 JTiotoro
IIEPKORHHUH BIGHUK

YBATA - 3AKIUK - YBAFA

T |

CtuneHginHa Akuis 49-ro Bigainy CYA nosi-
AOMASE, Wo 3 noyatkom JlroToro posnova-
nacsa 36ipka Ha CrteneHpinHun ®oHpg CYA
ANS He3aMOXHOI Monogi B YKpaiHi.

Yeku npocMmo BUNUCYBaTH Ha:
Ukrainian National Women’s League
MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pecpepeHTok CYA.
3a iHhopmaLisiMM NPOCMMO A3BOHUTK [0:

3opsaHa Aunwmnd byHy 668-9504
Okcana Cangut 832-9331

Oskyemo!

HuHi Bignyckaew paba TBoro, Bnaguko, no rmarony TBo-
€My 3 MupoM; 60 B1AinuM o4i Moi cnaceHHs TBOE, fke Tu
YroToBUB nepep nuuem ycix ntogeii: CBitno Ha ogkpo-
BEHHs HapoAaM i Ha cnaBy ntoaen TBoix I3pains. (k. 2,29)
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IIEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM B nopgsiky i B HaMipeHHi
Mapii i Angpis MeTpuwmnx

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.J1as
(Ilix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

e

[OP’SIIOK CB. JIITYPI il

9 JIrotoro — Muraps i ®apucest

10:00 p. +Ous Bacapa6 (49 Bingin CYA)

Feb.9 Publican & Pharisee — Mur. i ®ap.

12 JIrotoro — TPbOX CBATUTEJIIB

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH - For Parishioners
Monday, February 10 - loH., 10 IlioToro
5:00 PM +Acpbanacis

(AHTiH i Mapis Mpuimayyk)
Tuesday, February 11 - loH., 11 lioToro
9:00 AM +Dmytro Baranyckyj (E. Domino)

Wed., February 12 - Cepepa, 12 IlioToro
See Julian

Thu., February 13 — Yer., 13 Ciyns
3:00 PM +Osypa & Andrij Deneka (Amy D.)

Friday, February 14 - M’aTHuus, 14 Notoro
7:00 AM +Katherine & Michael Chort
(Marianne)

Sat. 15 February — Cy6ora, 15 JltoToro
10:00 AM +Anekcanppa I'pera (Borycnasa)

4:30 PM 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

10:00 p. B Ham. KiHOK B KyXHI
(Yasina IBaHu4K0)

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Please Support our Sponsors

PHONE 893-1025

(‘*x

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

15 JIrotoro — CTPITEHHS I'.H.1.X.

10:00 p. +Anekcangpa I'pera (Borycnasa)

16 JIrotoro — bayanoro Cuna

Feb. 16 Prodigal Son - BnygHoro CuHa

12:00 PM +Michel & Jula Michalow
(Michelle & Michael)

Bible Meetting will be Thursday,
Feb 20, at 6:30 PM. Please attend!

Bibniini 3ycTpivi, Yetsep, 20 JlioTo-
ro o 6:30 Beu. lMpocumo Ao yyactu!

10:00 p. B. Ham. Muxaiina JlickeBuua
Int. of Michael Liskiewicz (Daughter & Family)

As part of the new Church Direc-
tory, which will be published early
next year, we are adding “Memorial

Pages” to the book. You can
submit a picture, (pictures) of your

loved ones for a cost of $20.00 a

picture. You can put the picture
and check payable to St. Nicholas
in an envelope and put it in the
collection basket or drop it off
at the rectory. If you have any
questions, contact Elaine at
the parish office Monday or
Thursday from 9:00-1:00.

1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 8951404

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550
Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 895-1404

Biune Cgitno B yectb [1.0.M. roputb
B HamipeHHi Tux wo Ha MAU[AHI
XAUTOocCnoab 3AXOPOHETb!

Xpucroc Pazkaaerscsa! Ciaasivo HMoro!

Eternal Light burns for the health of

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

A
o,

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

Eliana Iwanyczko & Eugene Wusaty

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

DNIPRO M JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UKrainiansOfBuffalo.com
Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

. 5

-

4166 Union Road

2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

UkraiNnIAN YW YkpaiHCbKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ' OEJEPAJIbHA KPEAVTHA CTINTKA

www.rufcu.org 877-968-7828

Caitt 0o Csoeo no Casoe

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHECKING ACCOUNTS: [ NO minimum
balance 1 NO monthly service fees
[0 FREE Visa Debit Card ] FREE unlimited deposits
and withdrawals 1 FREE ATM CO-OP Network -
access 28,000 surcharge-free ATMs
[ Direct Deposit available
SAVINGS ACCOUNT:
[0 NO monthly service fees
[0 Higher rates on deposits ] Money Market
[0 6 month to 5 year terms on Certificates & IRA
VISA®:
[0 NO annual fee J Credit limits up to
$10,00001 APR as low as 9.75%
[0 FREE Travel & Auto Rental Insurance
LOANS:
[ Personal Loans[1 New & Used Vehicles
[0 Overdraft Lines of Credit
[ Recreational Vehicles
[0 Business Vehicles & Equipment
MORTGAGES:
0 Fixed & Adjustable Rates[1 5-30 year terms
[ Fast approval [ Business Mortgages
CONVENIENCE SERVICES:
[J Online Applications for Mortgages & Loans
(] Online Banking & Bill Pay
[ CO-OP ATM Network®[] Phone Banking
[J Wire Transfers[] Direct Deposit

Other services: UFCU Scholarships,
Member magazine, wire transfers.
Membership requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.
Equal Housing Lender.

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

ph: (716)847-6655 fax: (716)847-6988
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Wed.,
10:00 am - 2:00 pm; Fri., 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

CBaTnmn
YIOKil,
Xpucre,

ayury

Cayrusi

TBoe€i
Oabrn & - o
Bacapa6 S AR ety 37
Hapomk. - 1 Bepecnsi, 1889 — 3a6uTa - 12 Jlortoro, 1924

49. Biggin CY A 3anpouye Bac
HA CMa4YHMH 00i1, CbOroaHi, 9-oro
JIrororo mo Cs. Jlityprii. IIpocumo
$10.00 naTok 3a 06ix. Ilpocumo
NPUITH i MPOBECTH MPUEMHO 4aC B
KOJIi MpUsATeJIiB i 3HalloMux!

UNWLA Branch 49 invites you to
lunch on Sunday, February 9, after
10:00 am Liturgy. Price is $10.00.

Please come and spend an enjoyable
time among parishioners and friends.
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2014 LUC dues are now payable.
Please make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Niagara Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to Ihor Pereyma,

8 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210.
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Prayers — MonuTeu

“We also pray to the Almighty Lord for the
people of Ukraine who are struggling these days
to defend their God given rights and freedom of
speech, choice and religion. Grant them all and
especially leaders of the Ukrainian nation wis-
dom, good judgment and discernment to find
mutual understanding and respect that would
lead to a peacefull resolution of the ongoing
conflict, we pray to You, O Lord, and have
mercy."

“O merciful Lord and Lover of Mankind, look
down mercifully upon those who laid down in
sacrifice their lives for the improved future of
Ukraine in the ongoing conflict and for hundreds
of people that are wounded and hurt. Bestow
your healing power upon all who need it that
their sufferings be lessen and receive full reco-
very, we pray to You, O Lord, and have mercy."

Llle monumoca Bcemoryyomy lNocnopgesi Ha-
LWOMY 3a YKpaiHCbKWUIA HapoZd Hal, WO LMK OHS-
MK GopeTbca 3axmcTUTH cBoi borom gaHi npasa
Ta cB0b6OAY cnoBa, BUOOpPY Ta BipoicnoBigaHHs.
Mopain omy, a 0cobnNMBO nigepam yKpaiHCLKOI
HaLlii, MyapocTi, po3cyanuBocTi Ta 4obpy paay i
BOJIIO 3HAWUTW B3aEMHE NOPO3YMiHHA Ta noBary,
AKi OO3BONATL AIUTU OO MMUPHOI PO3B’A3KM B
LibOMY NPOTUCTOSIHHIO, MM Monumoca Tobi, Moc-
noau, BUCNyxau i NOMUNyw.

Munocepagtuit Flocnogm i Yonogikono6bue,
CNornsiHb MUIIOCTUBO Ha TUX, AKi NoKnanu i no-
XepTBYBasNM CBOE XWUTTA 3aANA Kpawioro maun-

OyTHLOro YkpaiHu i Ha COTHi NopaHeHuX i My-

yeHux nopaent. NMopan cBoto nacky 3uineHHs
BCiM, XTO ii noTpebye, Woom iXHi MyKu 3MeHLWu-

nucsa | BOHW NOBHICTIO BUAYXanu, MU MONU-
mocs Tobi, Focnoau, Bucnyxan i nomuny.


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

CooropHi 33 Hegina no dicnanHi C.. [lyxa
o € AecATOl Hedinee nepep BenukogHemu
Ceatamu. Y uen geHb Icyc npurapye Ham, ge
MOYMHAETLCA Haw wnsAx ao BenukogHs, pe €
noyaTokK, 3 IKOro 3Moxemo it 3a Hum, abu
CTaTW yYyaCHUKaMM BeNIMYHOI nacxanbHoi no-
Aii, abn noegHatuca 3 Hum i OyTH 3BiNbHEHK-
mu. Tomy e npuTya Npo npaBsAay, fika BU3BO-
nse Hac (Mo. 8, 32). Y Hilt ineTbcs npo npas-
AMBICTb Hawoi monuteu. Bo cnpasai, AK My
XMBEMO, TaK i MonumMocs. Y XBUIIMHW MOMUT-
BW, SIK i B KOXHY XBUIIMHY HALIOrO XWUTTA, MU
MaemMo ofHaKoBuWi cTaH cepus. Cnosa Hawoi
MONUTBU BUPAXaKTb Te, AKUMU MU € Y CBOEMY
cepui.

Y Ui npuUTHi € ABa MOMEHTH, WO NPOCBI-
YylOTb Hawe po3yMiHHA MonuTBu. [lepumii
CTOCYETLCA caMe Hawwux cnis. ®apucen pos-
nosigae npo cebe; nepep borom i nepepn
nogbMU BiH BUCTaBMSIE CBOE ideanizoBaHe
«s». BiH pbae npo BaxnuictTb cBO€Ei ocobm, i B
LibOMY 0Q4YUTb CBOE XUTTA.

Mutap y KinbKox cnosax Bupaxae Bce.
«boxe», - npomoBnse BiH, TO6TO BXe Big no-
yaTKy BiH 3BepHeHun po bora i 3anuwaeTtbes
Takum Hagani. HaBiTb Konu BiH roBOpUTL Npo
cebe: «<Hapo mHoto, rpiwHum» (Mk. 18, 13), To
3HOBY X TaKu nokasye cebe 4epe3 nornsp
Bora. Mutap npaBsauBuii. BiH Bigaae cebe, B
NpPAMOMY PO3yMiHHi cnoBa, NPUHOCUTL cebe
nepen borom Takum, sikum €. BiH He nokasye
cebe B igeanbHoMy cBiTni. BiH — MuTap, a Tomy
OpexyH i 3noain B oyax noaen. Mutap BusHae
e nepep borom, y csitni Boxoro nornaay, He
Hapsratoum macku. BiH npasauBuii y cBoiii Mo-
nutei. To X konu bor ouncTutb i BUNpaBaae
oro, BiH 3MOXe OyTW npaBAUBUM y CBOEMY
KUTTI.

Woro MonuTBa nnMBe y TOMY X HanpsMKY,
wo u monutea Llepkeu, sika 3aHOCUTL Hac ne-
pea Nocnopgom — «Kupie, enencoH!», 10610

«locnogu, nomunyii!». Hawe Bigkpute cepue
3ycTpivyaeTbca 3 BigKputuMm cepuem bora, 3
Woro munocepasm. HasycTpiy xBuni Hawmx
cKop6oT nnuBe XBuns Woro mMunocepas, weapo
BMNMBaluucb y Hawe cepue. Lle BiH Bunpas-
AOBYE Hac, BU3BOJISIE HAC, 4AE HAM XUTTS.

[pyruin MOMEHT, Lo Aae PO3YMiHHS TOrO, K
Ham OyTu npaBauBUMK: hapucet BUCTaBnsE
Hanokas Te, Wo BiH pOOUTb, TOAI K MUTap YeKae
Aii bora. BigMiHHICTb MiX «pobuTH» i «aiaTH» —
e He rpa cniB. Konu Moe XUTTA 0OMeXyeTbCA
TUM, LWLO A pobnto, KONK A LikaBNOCA NuLue CBOI-
MU cnpaBamu, Nepemmarocst HUMU, MOE «S1» BUC-
Tynae fo nepegy, HasoBHi. A npoTe, XTO A€ B
yCboMy, Wo MU pobumo? Mutap xe BigKpuBae
CBOE cepLie A0 rMMOuHK, BiH BU3HAE, WO CUANUTD
B IMi, BU3Ha€ NOPOXHEYy TOro, Lo BiH 3poouB,
00 pisiB cam, BigAaineHun Big bora (cTaH, y AKo-
My nepebyBae rpillHUK, Hacamnepes nonsrae y
TaKiW ropauHi), i Yekae, wob y Hbomy gisB bor.
Yekae, 6naratoun Woro, i uum Ginblue B HbOMY
CMUPEHHSA, TUM Ginblue ntoboB bora gie B Hbo-
MY i 3 HUM.

Bor TaeMHMyum cnocobom i€ B Hawii
aywi. Le BiH, Haw OTeup, gie nepwum, 60 nep-
W1M NOOUTb Hac i aie, BUXNONYHYU CBOIO NHO-
6OB y Hac, ik Tinbkv My Bigaaemo cebe Momy y
npaeai cepud. Came Takoi MONMTBM HaM Hau-
Oinbwe Opakye. Monutea - Le Ais, WO NpUHoO-
CUTb HanbinbLe nnoAis, 60 BOHa — HaMBiNbHi-
Wwa Ais Haworo cepus — EAHAETLCA 3 Aicto CBa-
Toro [lyxa, abu gozsonutu Momy 3gilicHUTH Te,
yoro OTteub Oaxae anA Hac. 5

Came Tak monutbes Icyc. Mpocim Uoro, wo6
HaBYMB HaC «MOHUXYBaTUCA» Tak, K BiH, OyTH
npaBAUBKUMM, 3 papicTiO BU3HABATH, KUM MM €.
Topi Ceatui [lyx cxoanTb A0 HawoOro cepus i
3BigTM pa3om 3 Icycom nigHocuTb Hac po OTuA
y €4HOCTI 3 yciMa TMMK, 32 KOro MU MONIMMOCSA
«Focnoau, nomunyii Hac», XTo, fiK i Mu, nepeby-
Bac€ y ckopboTax. (o. XaH Kop6oH)

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
e We need help in the kitchen. Thank you!

¢ Our Christmas Dinner will bem Jan 12,
after the Liturgy at 11 AM.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHKOAALA

(TITA OMIKOK MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %PS

us raise money
never stops

for our Church
by purchasing

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops

anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this

program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,
or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawrtsest Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin

3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-

nesaspii. JIskyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
DOTIRNIEE http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Cyo0ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Onika Hag xBopuMH
Family members should call the Rectory
Pomma IIOBUHHA IIOBiIIOMI/ITI/I CBAIIICHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

From Good Samaritan Ukr. Radio Program

There is a journey we all have to make, a
pilgrimage we are all called to undertake as
Christians, and that is the journey from pride to
humility. That is the pilgrimage that the Pharisee in
today’s Gospel (Luke 18:9-14) needs to make. His
attitude shows that he is in need of such a spiritual
journey. Currently his point of departure is, “I thank
you God that | am not like the rest of mankind, and
especially that | am not like this tax-collector”
(Luke 18:11) but the destination of his heart needs
to be more like the publican, “God be merciful to
me a sinner.” (Luke 18:13) Recently, | read an
interesting story about a royal family in Vienna,
Austria and it reminded me of this progression
toward humility that we must all make. In Vienna,
Austria there is a church in which the former ruling
family in Austria, the Hapsburgs, lay buried. When
royal funerals used to arrive, the mourners
knocked at the door of the church to be allowed
permission to enter in. The priest inside would ask
‘Who is it that desires admission here?’ A guard
would call out, ‘His apostolic majesty, the
emperor’. The priest would answer, ‘| don’t know
him’. They would knock a second time, and again
the priest would ask who was there. The funeral
guard outside would announce, ‘The highest
emperor’. A second time the priest would say, ‘I
don’t know him’. A third time they would knock on
the door and the priest would ask ‘Who is it?’ The
third time the answer would be, ‘Your brother, a
poor sinner.” Upon which, the funeral procession
was then allowed entry into the church. The royal
Hapsburg family in Austria was allowed into the
church when they leveled the playing field, when it
was understood that no one is greater or less, but
that we are all poor sinners before the mercy of the
Kingdom of God. We are all called to make the
journey from the Pharisee to the publican, to the
point in which we can profess, “God be merciful to
me”... because | am nothing more than a sinner.

On a flight from Johannesburg, a middle-aged,
fairly well-off Caucasian lady from South Africa had
found herself sitting next to an African man. She
called the cabin crew attendant over to complain

about her seating. “What seems to be the problem,
Madam?” asked the attendant. “Can’t you see?” she
said. “You've sat me next to a kaffir. | can’t possibly
sit next to this disgusting man. Find me another
seat!” “Please calm down, Madam.” the stewardess
replied. “The flight is very full today, but | will go and
check to see if we have any seats available in first
class.” The woman cocked a snooty look at the
outraged black man seated beside her (not to
mention at many of the surrounding passengers as
well). A few minutes later the stewardess returns
with the good news, which she delivers to the lady,
who cannot help but look at the people around her
with a smug and self-satisfied grin: “Madam,
unfortunately, as | suspected, economy is full. But |
have spoken to the cabin service director, and it
seems that we do have one seat in first class”. Before
the lady had a chance to move up from her seat, the
stewardess continued, “It is most extraordinary to
make this kind of upgrade, however, and | had to get
special permission from the captain. But, given the
circumstances, the captain felt that it was
outrageous that someone be forced to sit next to
such an obnoxious person.” With which, the
stewardess turned to the African man seated next to
the lady, and said: “If you would like to collect your
things, Sir, | have a seat ready for you in first class.”
At which point, the surrounding passengers stood
and gave a standing ovation while the African
gentleman walked up to first class, leaving the
snooty woman behind to drop her jaw in disbelief.
We are all shocked at the prejudice of this white
woman, we feel sorry for the insulted African man
and we can identify with the other passengers who
applauded the stewardess for moving the gentleman
up to first class. Those who exalt themselves irritate
others. Pride, boasting and snobbery fools no one
and does not earn respect from others. The proud
and boastful do damage to themselves by exalting
themselves. How much dignity are we willing to lose,
by making ourselves appear greater than others?

“For all those who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14)

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko [RECRCELY of delve into their lives as we passed

February 9, 2014 A.D.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Dear )

through the town and saw them coming and going,
holding the mail in their hands. | also know that the
post office in those little towns is the new ‘town
square’, a great meeting place, where one can find
out all the news, local, national and international.
And if the right town character happens to be getting

(Your name right here, for your very own personal letter) pig or her mail, then for sure there will even be a lively

Hello, my Dear Reader. And you've got mail!
Congratulations to all our great mail carriers, who
have been out and about delivering our mail during
the tough “weather days” of this winter. | can only
imagine what their work days have been like,
especially “the real carriers” down in the rural
snowbelt. For all of us who really like to receive mail,
our carriers have never failed us. | know it’s their job
and the US Postal Service has a lot of financial
problems, but think about the great blessing,
convenience, pleasure and joy they bring us as we
have the opportunity to receive mail, every day
except Sunday. To paraphrase the great comedian,
Yakov Smirnoff: “What a great country!” © ©

| am thinking about the mail delivery first of all,
because as you know, | like to receive it. | always
knew many others also greatly enjoy finding mail in
their boxes, and the other day that fact was again
clearly proven to me. On Monday and Tuesday
between winter storms, we made a quick trip to
Pennsylvania to see Fr. Elijah, Presbytera Laryssa,
Jonah and Nathanael. We had to finally get down
there because we are “helpers of Santa Claus,” and
he left a lot of presents at our house on December
25t, Since we are his “helpers” ‘good ol’ Saint Nick’
expected us to get those special gifts to the proper
people in due time. Well, it just hasn’t worked out
until now.

Our 5 hour trek to their house takes us down “the
219” into two states, five counties and a lot of towns,
villages and cities. Those rural towns in NY and PA
all seem to have a store, a library, several saloons, a
few churches, and of course, the post office. In
almost all the towns we saw the citizens on their way
to, or coming back from, the post office. It was really

discussion and commentary on the news of the day.
The post office in the morning, and the barroom at
night are the “Think Tanks” of the area!

It was really great to see everyone in search of their
mail, as if, like little children on Christmas morning,
they couldn’t wait to see what they got. On one
stretch of the highway, we were a bit behind one of
those great carriers who stop on the edge of the road
and pop the mail into the mailbox. No sooner did he
put the mail in the box, than the occupant of the
house was coming down the drive or crossing the
very busy road to check the day’s delivery. Seeing
the people coming and going in all those towns early
in the morning, and the great anticipation of getting
a letter, or some other “good mail,” confirmed my
theory that everybody loves to get mail. And that’s
why I'm writing to you right now. Hope you enjoy
your letter, and | hope it made your day a little
brighter just to find “your letter.”

Actually, the story of this trip to PA goes back to
November, and our Thanksgiving holiday. The
Bremers were supposed to come visit us here in
West Seneca, but one of the first blasts of winter hit,
their trip was cancelled, and we had a lot of left-over
turkey. Presbytera Laryssa’s birthday is on
December 5, and we had planned to celebrate that
very special event with all the trappings of the day,
the candles, songs, presents and a special cake. So
since they didn’t come and we couldn’t get there, the
presents went into the “Bremer corner” of our family
room where we store their things till we can get
together, and the cake was put into the freezer.

Next, we hoped we would have the time and
opportunity to go to see them. But the weather still
would not cooperate, then the “High Holy Days”



came, and still more weather. Finally, we found
our day to go and we quickly jumped at the
chance. By this time, “the Bremer corner” was
overflowing with things to take down: the
birthday and Christmas presents; clothes for the
kids; recipes for Mom; church info for Father. It
was a super-quick visit, but we got to celebrate
Presbytera Laryssa’s birthday (finally), Christ-
mas (new calendar and Greek Christmas),
Nathanael’s sixth birthday as well as his Dad’s,
Fr. Elijah, who also has a February birthday. It
was wonderful to be with them! | think Santa will
still let us be his helper’s again next year, even
though it did take us so long to deliver the
presents. | know you realize how it is to be away
from family, and how exciting and wonderful it is
to get together when we can!

| won’t say anything about the weather in this
letter because if | get started, it will sound just
like last week’s. The harsh winter has indeed
caused many hardships and difficulties, but it
really has also put a damper on one of our
beloved and beautiful customs for this time of
year. Has your house been blessed yet? Please
be patient....if it’s not cold or snow or iliness it’s
something else. This has been the most difficult
year to do these visits, not only for me, but for all
the other Fathers, too. One of our priests said,
“Be patient, I'll get to your house, if it takes me
till Pascha!” The cold and snow has brought
cabin fever to a lot of folks. Our trip this week
took us through Punxutawney and we heard that
ol’ Phil, the forecasting groundhog had seen his
shadow. Only six more weeks (actually only five
as you read this) of winter. See, it's almost
over...hang in there.

This week we are celebrating one of my
favorite Feastdays, The Encounter of our Lord in
the Temple. Since last Sunday, we have been
praying and thanking God for His coming among
us and revealing Himself to us. We bless candles
and rejoice that the Light has come into the
world. With this holy day, our Christmas cycle

comes to an end. Eighty days since the beginning
of Philip’s Fast on Nov. 15. Forty days of preparat-
ion and forty days of Christmas celebration! That’s
the way it is supposed to be! Thank you for all your
efforts, gestures and Christian greetings to keep
Christ in Christmas, and to truly celebrate
Christmas and Christmastime! One more time:
“Christ is Born! Glorify Him!”

Family visits, friends, church services, “your
letter”, even getting mail are all about our love for
each other. This coming Friday is St. Valentine’s
Day, that special day for lovers. Even though it is
a “Hallmark Holiday,” we can very easily “baptize”
it and make it into a day of real Christian love, for
that is its true meaning. This Friday we will be sure
to express our love to our spouses, family
members and friends, and to all who are very
special to us on this important day of LOVE,
wherever they are in this world, or in the next. Let
us renew our love for one another and know that
this great gift is but a reflection of our great God,
who is Himself LOVE! The Divine Love of our God,
who comes to us, gives us His Life and sustains
us in His never-ending and eternal Love is in us
and in each other. Never can we feel unloved or
unwanted for our God is with us! All throughout
Sacred Scripture this is told and revealed over and
over again. Two beautiful examples: “God is love,
and he who abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in Him.” (I John 4:16b); “Whoever does not
love, does not know God, because God is love.” (|
Jn. 4:8)

So | send you my love, Dear One. May we always
be renewed in our love for each other and in our
God, Who loved us so much that He gave His only
begotten Son to us so that we would not perish,
but have Life Everlasting. May this God bless us
with His eternal Love! May our Holy Lady shower
us with her heavenly and maternal kisses! Happy
Valentine’s Day! Love Ya!

YourValentine,
Fr. Ray

From Good Samaritan Ukr. Radio Program

Today is the Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee. It also marks a formal beginning to our
preparation for the Great Lent. Therefore, we are now
in a period of time to make ready ourselves - only 4
more weeks. Next week follows the Prodigal Son,
then the Sunday of Last Judgment, and lastly the
Sunday of Forgiveness. This time is given for us to
reflect upon what it is that we need to do to improve
ourselves. The Church, in order to help us on our
journey toward repentance, sets before us today’s
Gospel reading, a parable in which two men go to the
Temple to pray, one is a Pharisee and the other a
Publican, of whom only one is justified on account of
his humility and sincere act of contrition. The
Pharisee states that he fasts, that he gives tithes, that
he is free of the grosser sins; and this is all true.
Moreover, the Pharisee does not take credit for his
good action; he recognizes that they came from God,
and he gives thanks to God. "God, I thank you that |
am not like other men. | fast twice a week, and | tithe
from all that | receive.” But there are two ways in
which the prayer of the Pharisee errs: it lacks
repentance and humility. The Pharisee was not
condemned for keeping the fasts. He was not
condemned for doing righteous acts. Rather, the
Pharisee was condemned for being so confident of
his own righteousness that he looked down on
everyone else around him, including the publican
who was also in the temple praying. “Everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.” The publican stood at a
distance in the temple and would not even look up to
Heaven. He beat his chest, deeply aware of his
sinfulness, and bowed his head as he fell to his
knees praying, "Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner!" The publican was able to see that without
God's mercy, he could not be saved. But in order to
fully understand the lesson we must see that the
Pharisee was not completely wrong and the publican
was not completely right, and yet as the Gospel tells
us, one of them was justified and the other was not.

There is some of the pride of the Pharisee and
some of the humility of the publican in each of us. To
a greater or lesser degree, we are all called by Jesus
in today’s Gospel to make that journey from pride to
humility. That is why in the parable the humble
publican who asked God for mercy went home at
peace with God and why the proud Pharisee did not.
If we are not sensitive to the needs of other people,
we are not very sensitive to God either. The publican
was aware of his failings and weaknesses and was
also sensitive to God. Quite often, the proud cannot
bring themselves to hold out empty hands to God,
they insist on offering virtues, good works, self-
denials. They want to be beautiful for God from their
own resources, whereas we are beautiful only
because God looks upon us and makes us beautiful.
God cannot give himself to us unless our hands are
empty to receive him. The deepest reason why so few
of us are saints is because we will not let God love
us. We assume we know better than God, and that
lack of humility is why the Pharisee did not go home
justified. On the other hand, we have the publican
who goes to the temple in humility. It is above all in
his prayer that we see his repentance, “O God, be
merciful to me a sinner.” (Luke 18:13) Unlike the
Pharisee, he did not try to conceal who he really was
or put on false pretenses to hide his real self from
God. He came to the Lord as he was. Therefore God
met him where he was and lifted him up, so he went
home justified (Luke 18:14). The publican is really
living the first beatitude, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” He was poor
in spirit. He was just like another tax collector,
Zacchaeus, whom we heard about last Sunday, who
humbly meets Jesus in a spirit of repentance and is
also saved (Luke 19:1-10). Throughout Scripture, we
see God coming to those who know they are in need.

So surely the Lord is saying to us in
today’s parable that we have nothing to
fear in approaching Him just as we are.



