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H B MOJIUTBA 3A NOOPYXXKA PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES
* R BcemoryrTHiii i Biunuit Boxe, Tu nobnaro- Almighty and eternal God, You blessed the
, [J Cnosue coo3 yonoBika i XiHku, Wwo6 mMu cta-  union of husband and wife so that we might
nn obpasom egHocTi Xpuc- xa reflect the union of Christ
A Ta 3 Woro Lepksoto. Mor- l with his Church: look with
R nfAHb Ha Hac nackaso, Bid- kindness on us. Renew our
 y HOBM Haw wnto6. 06aapyn marriage covenant. In-
] Hac CBOE nOOB’l0 Ta crease your love in us, and
3MiLlHX Haw coK3 B MUPI, § strengthen our bond of
] wo6 mu [3 Hawumm giTb- peace so that, [with our
Mu], 3aBXAM BTilanuea aa- § children], we may always
1 pOM TBOro 611arocroBeHHS. rejoice in the gift of your
Bo Tu 6naruit i Yonosiko- blessing. For are a merciful
§ )« Ntobeub bor Hauw, i My Tobi and loving God and we give
cnasy Bigaaemo, Otuo, i glory to You, Father Son
; : Cuny, i Cesatomy [lyxosi, NS and Holy Spirit, now and for
A e 2 | HuHi | noBcsikuac, | Ha Biku ~Mm e ever and ever. Amen
Thank you, Ladies in the kitchen, | () Bi- AMiKe. = My Bless the Lord, all the
for making varenyky every Friday. Bnarocnosu, [ocnoaw, marriage and grant them
PP 1 yci noapyxxs i nmogan im peaceful life, integrity, mu-
P et ginn,er2west MUpHe XWTTs, Ao6poyecHicTb, noGoB B3a- tual love in the bond of peace, long life and
ago, which gave us about $800.00 profit. 8  emHy B cotosi Mupy, pig AoBroBiuHmii Ta HeB'-  unfading crown of glory.
SIHYYMi BiHeLb CNaBu. May the Blessing of the Lord
Was chalanged by Taras for a match bnarocnoseHHsa ocnogHe Ha Bac! be upon You!
and it was hard game. P
Marta, the future champion looks on. +[laBno +Paul
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Saint Nicholas Church
Llepksa CB. Mukonas
(Mig Onikoto M.0.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE =

TIOP’SNOK CB. MTYPTIiA

4:30 PM +Pawlo & Rozalia Nyznyk
(Mary Warren & Family)

11 Jlrotoro: Hegins M’ssiconycHa

Feb. 11: S. of Cheese Fare — CuponycHa

10:00 AM +Onbra bacapab (CYA)

12:00 AM +Vasyl & Pelahia Kowalyk (Family)

Monday, February 12 Iliotoro, MoHeginok
BEGINNING OF THE GREAT FAST
MOYATOK BEJIMKOIO NMNOCTY

Tuesday, February 13 Itotoro, BisTopok
Clergy retret. Please, pray for us!
CesiweHnyn pekoinexuii. pocumo o monutau!

Thursday, February 15 Ilotoro, YetBep
9:00 AM +Fred Marc (Paul & Donna Davidson)
Friday, February 16 Jltotoro, [’AaTHMuA
10:00 AM Presanctified gifts-lpexaeocs. apu
Monumocs 3a +Onekcanapy I'pery
(MpoxawHs Big Cnasu I'pera-Towr)
Saturday, February 17 INoToro, Cy6ota
9:30 AM +Mary Beth Sukman
(Ann Marie & Richard Piech)
4:30 PM +Stephania Osadca - 40 day
(Marta Pereyma)

18 Jlrotoro: Hegins CuponycHa

Feb.17: 1S. of Lent — 1 H. Ben. lMocty

12:00 AM For Beatification of
Patriarch Josyf Slipyj

Eternal Light burns
for all clergy for Retreat

Biune Csitno B Yectb ..M
oputb B Ham. Iropa Nycaka
(MapoxisiHu)

10:00 AM +Bacunb Mapk (OYCY i OXKOUYCY)

The Blessings of Homes
After | come back from Retreat if you still want
your house to be bles§gd, please call. Thanks!

BnarocnoseHHs gomiB
Konu nosepHycs 3 pekonekuii, npocumo no-
KNuKaTy, AKWO xo4yeTe Wwob we 3aiTh oo Bac 3
GnarocnoBeHHsIM AoMy. [lakyto!

Muorags Jlita! Many Happy Years!
Birthday wishes to the following parishioners
who celebrate a birthday in February

Vasyl Kurij 4
Gloria Grega Long 7
Andrew Pryshlak 8
Olena Bodnarskyj 8

Nadia Marc 10

Oksana Wisniewski 12
Christina Dietz 14
Maria Paszkowsky 16
Natalie Wisniewski18
Volodymyr Fedak 19
Olena Czmola May 22
Natalie Stasiuk 23
Anna Kurij 23
Christina Rodrigues 23
Zorianna Armesto 28

And our Children:
Angel Rodrigues 12

—> If You need <
Church Envelopes
Please call the rectory
At 852-7566

-> AKLWO NOTPEBYETE <
LLEPKOBHI KOBEPTH

I'IPOCI/IMO 3FOJ'IOCI/ITI/IC$I

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

Alexander Arutuman
MANAGLR

(716) 578 8185

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

()
.
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

blg

N—

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |

MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE

TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NMOCHNYIK

OLLAZHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATUA | M.M |
NEHCIVHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEAUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NITATDKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEY-

GRAM | FPOLLIOBI NEPEKA3M | ENEKTPOHHI NOCNYIU

IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Y«praiHcbkA

OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, J
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :

European Beer o KefirButter » Condiments » Pierogi (Homemade)- Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd.,

Cheektowaga, NY (in Aémport Piaza) ...._x:,-,
630-0130 L AR OTTE

688-1495

2018 LUC dues of $7.00
are now payable to:
Ihor Pereyma,

38 Lester St.
Buffalo, NY 14210.

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish

#2321 Millersport Hwy.

Ukrainian Congress Committee -
Buffalo Chapter, General Meeting.
2 PM Sunday, 11 February 2018.
Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center,
562 Genesee St., Buffalo.

SR} Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

* ok k

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Please turn off or silence your cell phone

The Ukrainian National Women's League of
America - Branch 49 - is collecting money
for their Scholarship Fund.

We assist needy and orphaned
Ukrainian Students get an education.
Please make your checks out to
UNWLA Scholarship Program.

For more information contact:
Zoriana Bunche - 668-9504

L

Coto3 YkpaiHoK AMepuKu
CtuneHainHa akuis 49ro
Bianiny CYA B Badpchano

NoBiAOMIAE, WO 3 NEepLUOro
motoro 2018 p.
po3noYnHaeTbeA 36ipka
Ha

CtuneHnainHnn ®onpg CYA
ANA He3aMOXHOI Monogi B YKpaiHi...
[lonomora € gyxe noTpibHa.

Yeku npocMmo BMNUCYBaTH Ha
Ukrainian National Women’s League.
MuHynopiyHi 3BiTH € y pecbepeHTok CYA
3a iHdhopmauisamu cnipg 3BepTatuca go:
3opsiHa byHu - 668-9504
CtuneHpinHa Akuis 49ro Bipainy CYA

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

IMO Anna Nowicky
Maria Bodnarskyj -$ 20.00

Parish Endowment Fund
IMO Anna Nowicky
Michael & Maria Petryshyn - $20.00

Special Appeal
IMO Stephania Osadca
Pereyma Family - $100.00
Anna Poliszczuk - $25.00

Donations Towards Coffee Hour - (To pay our
Yearly Communication Assessment Fee)

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk
Markian & Lida Stasiuk
Nadia Marc

Donations will be gladly accepted. The cost for food
for each Sunday is about $50.00 Using the Coffee
Hour Fund money to buy supplies lets us put the

entire weekly profit toward the yearly
Communication Fee of $3600.00.
Thank you for your help. Elaine

SITCH DINNER MEETING

Sunday March 18, 2018
At Joseph Hriczko Post, 29 Clemo St., Buffalo, NY
After 12:00pm Liturgy
For the reposed and living members of our organi-
zation at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
Fillmore & Oneida Sts., Buffalo, NY
COCKTAILS at 1:00PM
DINNER at 1:30PM includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members and
$15.00 for guests
Membership dues of $5.00 for the 2018 year must be
current and may be paid at the door.
For reservations call:
Maria Malaniak - 668-5105
Reservation deadline is March 11, 2018
Reservations are a must and liable. Thank you



https://maps.google.com/?q=562+Genesee+St.,+Buffalo&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

(OenaptamenT iHchopmauii YTKLL)

Maea i Oteub YkpaiHcbKoi peko-Katonuubkoi
Llepkeu BnaxeHHiwun CeATOCNaB 3aKnukae ycix y
N'ATHULK, 23 NITOro, AONYYMTUCA A0 CMiNbHOI
MONUTBM i nocty 3a mup. Tak MnaBsa
YIKL Bignosie Ha 3anpoweHHsa Ces-
Tiworo OtuaA Mann ®paHuucka, Ake BiH
03BYy4UB 4 NKOTOrO.

Ak nosigomnse pagio «BaTuKaH»,
y Heginw, 4 noToro, Mana ®paHumck
nicns npokasyBaHHSA MONUTBMN «AHren
FocnopgHi» 3BepHYBCA A0 BipHUX i3
3anpoLIEHHSIM AONYyYUTUCA [0 MOSU-
TOBHOI 60pOTLOM 32 MMp.

«Mepen 06nMYYAIM TPariYHOro 3aTAryBaHHA CUTY-
avuin KOH(NIKTY B pi3HUX YaCTUHAX CBITY 3anpoLuyto
BCiX BipHUX npoBecTu 23 ntotoro 2018 poky, y n’at-
HULIIO, neplioro TMXXHA Benukoro nocty, cneuianb-
Hun [leHb monuTBM i nocty 3a Mup. Mu ocobnueo
XepTByBaTUMEMO MOro 3a HaceneHHs [lemokpa-
THuHoi Pecny6niku Koxro Ta MisaeHHoro Cyaany. Ak
i 32 IHWKMX CXOXMX HaroA, 3anpoLLyto TaKoX OpaTiB i
cecTep HeKaTONMKIB Ta HEXPUCTUAH MpuUeaHaTMCA
Jo uiei iHiuiaTmBu BignoBiaHMM ans cede cnocooom,
ane BCi pasom», — 3a3HauMB naBa Katonuubkoi
LiepkBu. OueBuaHoO, Le Aobpa Haroaa 3ragath MUp
Ha Hawiii BaTbKiBLWKMHI YKpaiHi

Speaking at the recitation of the Angelus prayer
last Sunday, Feb. 4, the Pope invited all women and
men of goodwill to join him in praying for an end to
violence and conflict, especially in South Sudan and
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Addressing the crowds gathered in St Peter’s
Square, the Pope said: “Faced with the tragic
protracted situations of conflict in different parts of
the world, | invite all the faithful to take part in a
special Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace”.

Noting that February 23rd falls on a Friday during
the first full week of Lent, the Pope asked people to
pray especially for those suffering violence in the
DRC and in South Sudan, where political unrest and
a protracted civil war continues to claim thousands
of lives.

Pope Francis said: “Everyone, in their own
conscience, before God, should ask ‘what can | do
for peace?"” “Surely, we can pray”, he said, “but not
only: each one of us can say ‘no’ to violence in their
own way”.

A statement from the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue on
Tuesday stressed that the Pope spe-
cifically asked members of other faiths
to join in the initiative in any way they
can. Highlighting the vital role that
religions play in achieving and conso-
lidating peace, the statement urged
members of other faith communities to
take up the appeal and to join in “moments of prayer,
fasting and reflection, according to their own
traditions and in their own places of worship”.

Easter this year is April 1 & 8, 2018.
BenukgeHb 1 & 8 KBiTHs, 2018.
Our Easter Dinner will be April 15, 2018. Baked
Goods, as usual, would be greatly appreciated.

CesiueHHe uepksu CB. Mukonas
BinOyaeTbca 15 KeiTHa, 2018.

Solemn Holy Communion May 6, 2018.

TopxecTBeHHe CB. [Mpuyactra Oyae y Heginto, 6
TpaBHs o 10 rop. MiB Ha niB.

Mother’s Day Breakfast will be May 13.
CHigaHok 3 Haroaum [1Hs Matepi 6yae 13TpaBHs.

Father’s Day Picnic will be June 17, 2018.
MikHik 3 Harogu [1Ha BaTtbka

August 5 will be our Annual Church Picnic
Haw uepkoBHui OnikHik 6yae 5 CepnHa

There will be a Lenten mission during the Lent, but
we do not have a date or missionary yet.
Micii-pekonexuii 6yantb niguac Benukoro MocrTiy,
ane e He MaEMO aHi JaTu aHi HamiyeHoro
pkonektaHTa-MicioHapa

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBath go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN

e : GATHOLIG GHURGH
Christ is Born! Glory Him! .
Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca! Cnasite Woro! VEPAIHCEKA KATOAHIIBERA
« KITCHEN is now open. IMEPKBA GEATOIO MHKOAAA
¢ Thank you for your patronage. (A OIIIKOI 11P ('«;‘IHGTOT
Thanks are extended to all volunteers! AIBH MAPII OAITTTPII)

o Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy  [ZEENZVENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com
in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com
you! http://www.stamforddio.org

Until we meet next Sunday... 308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

Rectory: (716) 852-7566

TOP’S GIFT GARDS: Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Please help Confession: Before Liturgies
us raise money Q% P <§v Cnosige: [lepen Ca. fliyprisimu
for our Church by v Baptism: By appointment
purchasing Top’s never stops XpellleHHs:  3a AOMOBNEHHAM
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything BinuanHa: Tonocutucs 6 micauie ckopwe

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHa NOBiAOMUTH CBSILIEHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam- - i
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtunm
rpilMKU YK KapTOUKOIO, ane LepKsa AictaHe Big
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://uk.radiovaticana.va/news/2018/02/04/%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B0_%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B2_%D0%BD%D0%B0_23_%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE_%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8C_%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8_%D1%96_%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83_%D0%B7%D0%B0_%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80/1361760
http://uk.radiovaticana.va/news/2018/02/04/%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B0_%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B2_%D0%BD%D0%B0_23_%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE_%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8C_%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8_%D1%96_%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83_%D0%B7%D0%B0_%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80/1361760
http://uk.radiovaticana.va/news/2018/02/04/%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B0_%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B2_%D0%BD%D0%B0_23_%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE_%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8C_%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8_%D1%96_%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83_%D0%B7%D0%B0_%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80/1361760
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Lenten Regulations 2018

By the threefold discipline of fasting, prayer and almsgiving the Church keeps the Great Fast/
Lent from Monday, February 12 (February 19), after the Cheesefare Sunday to the day before
Easter, Holy Saturday, March 31 (April 7).

The following regulations apply, in general, to all Ukrainian Catholics of the Stamford Eparchy
between ages 21 to 60:

Abstinence from meat and dairy products on the first day of the Great Fast, February 12
(February 19), and on Good Friday, March 30 (April 6).

The following regulations apply, in general, to all Ukrainian Catholics of the Stamford Eparchy
between ages 14 to 60:
Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all Fridays of the Great Fast.
Abstinence from meat is suggested and encouraged on all Wednesdays of the Great
Fast.

Note: The following are exempt from abstinence: 1. The poor who live on alms; 2. The sick and
the frail; 3. Convalescents who are returning to their strength; 4. Pregnant women, and women
who are nursing their children; and 5. Persons who perform hard labor.

Meat is to be understood as including not only the flesh, but also those parts of warm-blooded
animals that cannot be rendered, i. e., melted down, e. g., the liver, lungs, blood, etc. meat
gravy or soup made from meat is included in this prohibition.

Dairy products are to be understood as comprising products derived from mammals and birds,
but not regarded as meat, . g., cheese, lard, butter, milk, eggs, etc.

Eucharistic Fast:
A fast of one hour from food (prior to service begging time) should be kept by those receiving

the Eucharist at the evening celebration of the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, as well
as, the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great.

k@ A NOBJHO NMAPOTU
Hepins, 25 bepesHsa
12:00 - 5:00
B 3ani MpaBocnasHoi Liepkeu
Cearoi Tponui
200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

ObGigatu abo Kynutu flogomy

IMuporu (pi3Hi) (KanycTa 3 koB6acoto
Mony6ui IConopake MNeunso
Macku IPosirpaw Kowwukis

36ip Kowris - Muporn 3a Mup
[na niaTpUMKK XepTB BilHKM B YKpaiHi

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com - (716) 847-1281

CnoHcopoBaHo YkpaiHcbkok Tpomagoto badhchano:
004CY, XOO04Cy, CYM, Mnact, PigHa Lkona,
YKKA, KynbtypHuit Lentp AHINPO, Mpomaacbkuii
LleHTep “HapogHui [im”, YkpaiHcbka ®eaepanbHa
KpeautoBa Cninka, Coto3 YkpaiHok Amepuku, Ykpa-
iHcbko-AMepukaHcbkun ®oHp Boni; Jlira Ykpain-
cokux Kartonukie, €Bpo-Oeni, CnaBik Bazap,
YkpaiHcbki Lilepkeu: CB. Mukonas, CB. IBaHa XpecTu-
Tens, Ceatoi Tpoiui, Matepi Boxoi HeyctaHHOI
Momoui, Cs. Bacunis, Ce. Mapii, Ta BciMa nrogbmu
po6poi Boni, AkMM He 6angyxa gonsa Ykpainu!!!

Opranizatopu ¢aHapeinsepy "Muporn 3a Mup"
3BepPHYNMUCA 3a AONOMOTrOK A0 Haworo napadii.

Byab nacka, npuiigite B cy6oty, 17ro JloToro, o
9:00 paHKy [O LepKOBHOI 3ani, wWo6 AONOMOrTM
pobuTn NUporu ana npogaxy nig yac daHapensepy.

Mwu Takox npocumo napadisinbHy poAUHY LIePKBY
Cesatoro Mukonas 3a fonomory B NoXepTBYBaHHi
CONOAKOro, KOWMWKIB Ta NOAAPYHKOBUX KapTOK Ans
pozirpawy (BapTicTe 6nu3bko $25.00). Bu moxete
noXepTBYBaTU rpowi Ha npuabaHHA Kowumka abo
NoJapyHKOBOi KapTKU: NpOCTO MNOKNagiTb CBOE
NoXepTBYBaHHA B KOLMK Nif Yac NiTyprii, no3Hayte
«[ns Kowwukay, abo BignpaBTe KOHBEPT B PEKTOPIlO
abo BippanTte oro otueBi Map'aHy abo IneiiH go
18ro Bepe3Hs.

Yke npuUroToBneHi KOWWKM ANnga po3irpawly MoxHa
npuHectu go MN'atHuui, 23 BepesHa 0o 3ani LepKBy
CeaToro Mukonas koxHoi ['aTHuui, 3 8:00 paHky go
3:00 noobigi, abo nicna HepinbHoi nityprii, abo go
pekTopii B nobuii MoHeginok Ta Yetrsepr 3 9:00
paHky go 12:00 noobigi.

Buneuky Takox MOXHa NpuBe3TH B Haly LiepKOB-
Hy 3anio 3 22 no 24 BepesHs.

Ockinbku Hawa napacisi € oaHUM i3 cnoHcopiB
uboro thaHpeisepy, M1 CnoAiBaEMOCh, L0 3MOXEMO
po3paxoByBaTu Ha Aonomory napadisanbHoi poau-
Hu uepksu CeaToro Mukonas.

Byab nacka, Bi3bMiTb yyacTb!!!

| LOVE PIEROGI (Varenyky, Pyrohy)
Palm Sunday, March 25 - Noon - 5p
At Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Eat In or Take Out

The organizers of the Pierogi’s for Peace Fund-
raiser have asked for the help of our parish in their
endeavor.

Please come on Saturday, February 17th at 9:00am
to help make pyrohy for the fundraiser.

We are also asking the Parish Family of St.
Nicholas for their help in donating Baked Goods,
Theme Baskets and Gift Cards (value around
$25.00). You can donate money for the purchase of
a basket or a gift card: just put your donation in the
collection basket, marked "Theme Basket", send it
to the rectory, or give it to Father Marijan or Elaine
by March 18th.

Already made theme baskets can be brought to St.
Nicholas Hall Fridays, 8:00am - 3:00pm or after
Sunday's Liturgy or to the rectory on Monday's and
Thursday's 9:00am - 12:00 pm up to until Friday,
March 23rd. Baked goods can also be delivered to
our church hall March 22nd - 24th.

Our parish is one of the sponsors of this fund-
raiser. we hope we can count on you, for youp help.
Please take part!!! (sponsors will be listed next Sunday)


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

From the Letter of Fr. Robert

Were you ever asked to be on your “best behavior”?
Like when you were little and someone important was to
visit your home? Perhaps at work, there was an
“inspection” by someone up in the ladder of management
and administration and you needed to be on your “best
behavior”? Or perhaps your spouse is forcing you to go
to a certain social engagement you really do not like and
you are asked not only to attend but to be “in your best
behavior”?

Well that is the sense | gain when | read St. John
Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great on their homilies on
the Great Fast. We must be in our best behavior during
Lent. In 12 steps groups often, it is heard that they should
"Fake it until they make it". That is that the alcoholic will
refrain from drinking, even when all what he is thinking
about is precisely drinking and getting drunk. Fake it until
you make it. In due time with God's grace the day will
come when they will no longer have to "fake it" because
finally they made it to sobriety. We can apply that to our
sins as well. Funny: so someone runs to the Pope and
announces that the Lord has returned and is about to
enter Rome. “What are we to do?” Everyone around the
holy Father asks him: “Holy Father what should we do?”
The Pope declares solemnly, “Please make sure everyone
looks busy...”

Ina quote from the First Homily of Lent of St. Basil the
Great, based on two quotes from the Holy Scriptures the first
is from Isaiah Chapter 58: “Do not fast to quarrel and fight,
but loose every bond of iniquity”. So we are asked to let go
of all sin by doing the righteous act, by speaking the
righteous word, by considering the righteous thought. In
other words to agree to be in our best behavior during Lent.
The second is from St. Mathew and we hear it on this Sunday
Gospel as not to look gloomy but to wash and anoint the
head. Here is the quote from Saint Basil the Great:

ISAIAH HAS taught us the grace of fasting, rejecting the
Jewish manner of fasting and showing us the true fast. “Do
not fast to quarrel and fight, but loose every bond of iniquity”
(Is. 58.4, 6). And the Lord adds: “Do not be gloomy but wash
your face and anoint your head” (Mt. 6.16-17). So let us
acquire the disposition that we have been taught, not looking
gloomy on the days of fasting we are currently observing, but
cheerfully disposed toward them, as is fitting for the saints.
No one crowned is despondent; no one glum holds up a
trophy. Do not be gloomy while you are being healed. It is
absurd not to rejoice in the soul’s health, and rather to
sorrow over the change in food and to appear to favor the
pleasure of the stomach over the care of the soul. After all,

while self-indulgence gratifies the stomach, fasting brings
gain to the soul. Be cheerful since the physician has given
you sin-destroying medicine. For just as worms breeding in
the intestines of children are utterly eradicated by the most
pungent medicines, so too, when a fast truly worthy of this
designation is introduced into the soul, it kills the sin that
lurks deep within.

Then Saint Basil immediately turns to our attitude. It
cannot be one of sadness, depression, glumness... Rather
he says to be joyful because we are receiving the medicine
for our sins, the fast. He compares it to a “purgative
medicine” bad tasting and perhaps causing a temporary
discomfort, but effective in taking care of the tapeworms.

Saint John Chrysostom puts it so clearly:

The value of fasting consists not only in avoiding certain
foods, but in giving up of sinful practices. The person who
limits his fast only to abstaining from meat is the one who
especially lowers the value of it.

Do you fast? Prove itby doing good works. If you see
someone in need, take pity on them. If you see a friend being
honored, don't get jealous of him. For a true fast, you cannot
fast only with your mouth. You must fast with your eye, your
ear, your feet, your hands, and all parts of your body.

You fast with your hands by keeping them pure from doing
greedy things. You fast with your feet by not going to see
forbidden shows or plays. You fast with your eyes by not
letting them look upon impure pictures. Because if this is
forbidden or unlawful, it mars your fast and threatens the
safety of your soul. But if youlook atthings which are
lawful and save you increase your fast, for what you see with
your eye influences your conduct. It would be very stupid to
eliminate or give up meat and other foods because of the
fast but feed with your eyes upon other things which are
forbidden.

You don't eat meat, you say. But you allow yourself to
listen to lewd things. You must fast with your ears,
too. Another way of fasting with your ears is not to listen to
those who speak evil or untrue things about others. "Thou
shalt not receive an idle report. "This is especially true of
rumors gossip, untruths which are spoken to harm another.

Besides fasting with your mouth by not eating certain
foods, your mouth should also fast from foul language or
telling lies about others. For what good is it if you don’t eat
meat or poultry, and yet you bite and devour your fellow
man?

So, let us go into this journey together in joy and in our
best behavior, resolved to "fake it until we make it". After all
abundant Graces are available to us during the Great Fast.

Yours as always,
Fr. Robert

PASTORAL OF THE
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
“CALL TO PRAYER IN OUR FAMILIES”
TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS,
RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS AND
BELOVED FAITHFUL.

The Lord, who loves every human being in the world,
gifted each one of us with a unique and unrepeatable life.
When we contemplate our life, then we see how much effort
we expend in order to feel happy. In this materialistic world,
each one of us associates his/her happiness with one thing
or another. All of us achieve something, however nothing
satisfies us, and again, we apply immense effort to obtain
and achieve the next perception of “happiness”.

This is the way the rest of our entire life could pass us
by. The problem is that we identify ourselves with our body
and aspire to attain happiness on the physical
level. However, the human being is comprised not only of a
body, because there is also a soul. That is why, Saint
Augustine, reflecting on this understanding of our nature,
says: “My heart is restless until it finds its rest in the Lord”.
Our dwelling with the Lord, our prayer, fills us with the
understanding as to how and what we should do, what to
avoid, and how to build relationships with people. In this
manner, we begin to be ever more aware of what God really
wants of us in this case or in a different situation. The quality
of our prayer may be seen from the way we are afterwards.
Our prayer puts an imprint on our entire life!

We can frequently think that conversation with God, which
is prayer, is a useless waste of time. The reason might also
be that we ourselves do not completely understand how
important it is for us to abide with our Creator. We are
materialistic because we live in this materialistic world.
Throughout life, we devote much time to everyday matters or
concerns, although we see how little time we spend in prayer.
Very often, owing to a lack of prayer, we stumble upon a
mistaken conviction and make the incorrect choice. We can
be certain that the root of all our negative conditions,
problems, and crisis is the same — neglect of prayer. From
personal experience, each one of us knows that, when we are
“watchful” about prayer, then everything else also goes well,
in harmony and uniformity with God.

Exactly for this reason we call upon all Christian families
to nurture shared morning and evening prayer in the family
circle. Especially we encourage you to gather together and
pray as a family in your homes at 9:00 o’clock in the evening
(regardless of time zones). We should pray, each one for their
needs: for the family as well as the parish, for the eparchy
and the entire Church, for peace in Ukraine and USA, for
vocations and other intentions. Therefore, let us begin this

year with prayer together, with reflection on God’'s Word, in
selfless service to one another and with trust in God!

As a basis for our prayer we can use the “Introductory
Prayers” starting with “Heavenly King”, through the “Our
Father” and adding the “Hail Mary”.

Introductory Prayers

In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. (Three times.)

Glory be to You, our God; glory be to You!

O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth! You are
everywhere present and fill all things. Treasury of Blessings
and Giver of Life, come and dwell within us, cleanse us of all
stain, and save our souls, O gracious Lord.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy
on us. (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father +and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; O Lord, cleanse us
of our sins; O Master forgive our transgressions; O Holy One,
come to us and heal our infirmities for your Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy! (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father + and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Hail Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of
your womb; for you gave birth to Christ, the Savior and
Redeemer of our souls.

We also encourage our pastors to facilitate weekly or
periodic prayer meetings with the faithful. It can be an
opportunity to share experiences about prayer and to grow
in our faith. The Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
can serve as an excellent source for learning and reflection
on our faith. Excerpts read during the prayer meetings and
before or after our worship gatherings may facilitate greater
insight into the power of faith in our daily life.

Your hierarchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church join in
solidarity with you with our fervent and steadfast prayers
offered for all. Let us gather in our families at home, and in
our parish and eparchial families for shared prayer. We love
you and we pray for you.

+Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the
United States,

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Eparch of Stamford,

+Benedict Aleksiychuk (author), and all bishops



3 papia "Muaocepannit Gamapanuu"

B cTapux ykpaiHCbKMX LiepkBax Nobunu Ha 3axigHin
CTiHi 300paxyBaTu kapTuHy CtpawHoro cyay. |, mabyTb,
He OfMH, 3aX0AfAYM A0 LiepKBY, 3 OCTPaxXoM NornsaaB Ha
Ty CTiHy i WyKaB, Ae X HanexHe NOMy Micue B Till KpaiHi
MYK i cTpaxaaHb!

Hacnpasgai, po3nosiaw Camoro Icyca Xpucta npo Horo
MaioyTHin Opyrvin npuxig i npo octanHin Cyg — us pos-
noBiab Ayxe onTMMicTM4HA. BoHa 3anpowye Hac camux
[0 BiYHOrO XKMTTS | NOKa3ye, IKO0 Moxe OyTy Hawa gopo-
ra go 3yctpiui 3 Xpucrom.

lonoBHe 3acTepexeHHs, fiKe NyHae B CbOroAHIlIHLOMY
YuTaHHi, - He ByTn Gangyxum go cBoro 6nukHboro (Mr.
25:31-46). Ti xn6Hi ctepeotunm Liepksu, siki HaB sA3yOTLCS
i HaB'fi3yBanucs npotArom GaraTbox CTONiTb, Hamara-
H0TbCSA NOKa3aTyh LePKOBHY NHOANHY AIK Takoro cobi "iHau-
Bigyanicta", kM, MOBNAB, AyMae TiNbKW NPO BRnacHe
MaWOyTHE XNUTTA, NPOBOANTDL Yac y GeanepepBHil MONUT-
Bi | He 03UPAETHLCSA Ha TUX, XTO € AOBKONA HbOro. Konn mu
BCIyXaemMocsi abo BYMTAEMOCH Y CNOBA CbOTOAHIWHbLOI
po3nogigi, To Bigkpuemo AnsA cebe, wo Xpucroc Akpa3
3aKnuKae Hac He ycaMiTHIOBaTUCA Bif CBiTy, ane OyTu
YyiiHMM Ha 1oro Oigu, Herapasgu W npobnemu i BMITKH
nomiyatu 6inAa cebe nioguHy, fika TepnuTb i CTpaxaae,
notpebye Halwoi yBaru, Haworo BTpy4aHHs. Lle, Hacamne-
pen, € yMOBOK HaWoro ManbyTHLOrO JKMTTS, HaLLOi 3yC-
Tpiui 3 Xpuctom.

locnogb He BigwToBXYye Hac. Hi. BiH 3anpowye Hac
ycix go BiyHoro LlapcTBa, BiH knuye Hac Ao 3ycTpivi. Ane,
B TOM e yac, BiH Bka3ye cyBopo i 6e3nocepegHbo Ha Te,
SIKOK0 X € yMoBa Ljei 3ycTpivi. CaMoTHi, BiWTOBXYO4M
Bif cebe TUX, xT0 nepebyBae y xkypbi, ckopboTi, NoTpeoi,
— BCiX TUX, XTO KJIM4Ye Hac 03UPHYTUCS, NOMITUTH, MiaTpU-
MaTH iX, — TaKUMW HIKONMM MU He 3MOXEMO MPUIATM [0
Xpucra. Lie kapAMHanbHO BiApPi3HAETLCA Big TOro o6pasy
XWUTTEBOTO 3MaraHHs, Ik HaM HaB’A3YETLCS CbOTOAHI.

B sikomy Ayci BUXOBYETLCA NHOANHA HUHILIHBOI LUBINi-
3auji? it Tpe6a po3wToBXYBaTH BCiX NNEYNMa, NPobMBa-
TUCA Bniepen, WwWob 6yt HeogMiHHO nepwuMm. | Bxe AKLO
He npuiAdew Ao iHiwy nepwmm, Xo4 NpunawTymcs
cepep nepemoxuiB. AKIWO TOOi 3aBaxae TBIN ONUKHIN —
BiAWTOBXHKM, Bunepeau noro. byab Kpawum, ronoBHi-
WwuM, cTapwum 3a Hboro. Hamaranca 6yt nepmm!
Crpawnun Eroism. lymatn Tinbkn npo ce6e, roBoputy
Tinbkn npo cebe, obGiimaTtn Tinbku cebe camoro, He
3BepPTalyM yBaru Ha iHwWmXx, xiba wob nopisHioBaTH cede
[0 iHWuMX, Wwob ix 3acyauTy, Tak A hapucen 3 NpuTHi Npo
Mutaps i ®apuces.

XpucToc e 3acTepirae, Wo came Taki 0co6M HiKonn He
nobayatb HebecHoro Llapctea (M. 25:41-43), 60 BOHM He
NPOCTO irHOpyBanu cBoro 6nMxHLOro, Boku Moro 308cim
He nomivanu!

Hy sike BigHOWeHHsA Mae XpUcToc A0 TOro 6e34oMHOro,
L0 MiAX0AUTH A0 Hac 3 6axaHHAM LOCh ofepKaTH, Y A0
THX, WO Aaneko Big bora, i Bxe 3abynu gopory Jo Lepksu
i BNUBAKOTLCA YW 3aKMBaKOTb APOIM i TaK PYWHYTb OLen
Jap XuUTTS, WO 3aJapMo oaepxanu, i 3atpadytb boxun
O6pa3 y cobi? A XpucTtoc Haragye Ham MpoO Haloro
cninsHoro OTuUA | NPo Hawi 0coOnNMBi, POAUHHI 3B’A3KM AIK
Boxux giten.

Nvwe BiH, Xpucroc, € Boxwuit CuH. Ane B NneBHOMY CeH-
i i KOXeH Ta KOXHa i3 Hac € BOXUM CUHOM YU AOHBLKOLO,
60 Mu cTBopeHi Focnogom i M1 Hecemo B cobi sk Haliro-
NOBHILNIA FEeHETUYHWUIA KOA Te, Lo Ha3uBaeTbeA bibnieto
«O6pasom i lMogo6oto Boxoro». MucTeUTBO XPUCTUSIHUHA
nonsrae B ToMy, abu, BiiKWHYBLIM BCe BTOPUHHE, HabyTe
3 BikOM - xBopoGu, Aedhopmauii Haworo xapakrepy, -
3yMiTM NOMITUTW Y BHYTPIlUHLOMY €CTBi NIOAUHW, fIKe
moBa LlepkBu, MOBa NpaBANBOI XPUCTUAHCLKOI MiCTUKM
Ha3uBae cepuem, ocb Ui - Boxi O6pa3 i Mogooy. |, nomi-
TUBLLY iX, NOCTAaBUTUCA SIK 4O HaWONMKYOro poguya go
KOXHOI, HaBiTb, aHTUNATUYHOI TOOI, NIOAUHM.

MoxnuBo, 6yab-IKMA CYCMiNbHWIA KaTakni3Mm, SKUA MU
nepexvBaemo, Oyab-AKkuiA KOH(NIKT y CyCninbLCTBI NOKNK-
KaHWI nepeBipuTU: a Y4 BMIEMO MU YUHUTU came Tak? Yu
BMIEMO MM, XpUCTUSIHK, BigdyyBatn Goni cBiTy i GpaTu
yyacTb y iXHbOMY NOAONaHHi, y iIXHbOMY 3UineHHi i y3a0-
pOBREHHI? XpMCTOC BYATL HAC yMiTH 3axuLiaTi cnpaseq-
NUBICTb, GOPOHUTM HECTPaBEANIMBO YB’A3HEHUX, YMITH,
nonpwu 6pak KowTiB i agMiHiCTPaTUBHOrO pecypcy, 3HaluTH
cunu, wWob nigTpUMaTU XBOPMX, HEMIYHMX i cnparnux,
AKUX GiNbIL HiXk AOCTaTHLO Y Cy4acHOMy, 30BHi GaraTomy
CBITi.

Xpuctoc HaBYae Hac BipUTH Y HaLli MOXIMBOCTI 3yCTpi-
THcA 3 HUM y MaibyTHLOMY XMTTI, ane 3acTepirae — 3acre-
pirae Big nomunkoBux OnykaHb, Ha sIKi MW MOXEMO
Hapa3uTUCS B TeNepiLHbOMY XKMTTI.

Came TOMy CbOrOAHIlIHIA AeHb He € AHEeM, KOnu B
LUepKkBi cTpaxaloTb napadisiH BUAIHHAM MaiOyTHLOro
cyay. Hi. Lle - onTUMiCTUYHUI JeHb, KU NOKa3ye HaM, SIK
HacTynHui Benukuid nict i Hawe nopganblue XWUTTA MoO-
XyTb BiAKPUTW nepcnekTUBY papicHoi 3ycTpiyvi 3 Mocno-
pom. PagicHoi 3a opHiei yMOBU: KONMM MM HaBYMMOCSH
0auntn Xpucra y KOXHOMY GnivkHbOMY i 6yaeMo roToBi
NPUATUA JO HLOTO 3i CBOEH JOMNOMOrO}0.

3a apxuenuckonom Iropom (IciveHko)

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Today is the day before we enter Great Lent and the
Gospel reading for this Sunday gives us a type of
blueprint for our life. God is ready to forgive us, but are
we ready to be forgiving? The Holy Scripture says, the
Saints say, the Holy Spirit says: ‘forgive, forgive, and
forgive’. Jesus lets us know that if we refuse to forgive,
then we really have not grasped our own need for
forgiveness. But when we have our eyes fixed on the
cross, and the pain and suffering that Jesus endured in
order to forgive us and cleanse us from our sins, it can
appear pretty foolish not to forgive those who have
trespassed against us. By forgiving one another, we are
ultimately trusting that God is in control. By forgiving, we
release our own right to get even, allowing the
forgiveness that God grants us to flow through our
hearts. True forgiveness is demonstrated in our
willingness to pray for and to facilitate good things
happening in the lives of those who have hurt us.

Today’s Gospel reading, taken from the book of St.
Matthew (6:14-21), opens with this precept of forgiveness.
“If you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, then neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” The fact that the Church has chosen this
verse from scripture shows its clear intention of making
forgiveness the dominant theme as we enter our Great
Fast. Truthfully, forgiveness does not come easy, but
since we are made in the image of Christ, then we too
must be forgiving — we must be willing to forgive one
another and to allow the Lord to help us forgive ourselves.
Forgiveness is something we may think about every day
- we are often faced with situation where people hurt us -
but is our forgiveness something that we truly
demonstrate time after time after time? When Peter asked
the Lord if he should forgive seven times, Jesus replied,
"Not seven times. But | tell you seventy times seven." St.
Paul reminds us that love keeps no record of
wrongs. Love covers a multitude of sins. We should
learn to forgive as God forgives. When we perform an act
of kindness, or offer our sincere prayers, especially for
the benefit of one who may have hurt us - we can change
our own attitude as well as theirs. | have found that one
of the most difficult things to forgive, one of the hardest
hurdles to overcome is how we forgive ourselves. The
slate does not wipe so clean when it comes to our own
conscience, our own offenses, the ways in which we know
we have hurt or offended others. But those are the

occasions when we need to pray to the Lord more
fervently, because only He can wash away all sin and all
tragedy, only He can help us remove the nails that pierce
at our very souls, and only He can make us whole again.

Several years ago, when my grandparents were still
alive, we bought them a new microwave oven. My
grandmother had bravely taken on her ancient 1980’s
toaster oven for far too long, and I did not like the scars
she had to prove it. She had been burned numerous times
on the elements that were exposed and had to leave food
in far longer than she should have to get it to a suitable
temperature. She grinned a huge smile when | walked into
her kitchen with that brand-new microwave. She was very
grateful and appreciative. She watched intently as I
unplugged the old one to make room for the new one. |
even decided to take that huge old clunker down to the
local dump to get it out of the way permanently, but my
grandmother stopped me just as she saw her beloved
appliance leaving the house. She asked me to simply put
that old thing in her basement. She wanted to keep it
stored there. | asked her why she would want to keep
something that old when there was an updated version
ready to be used sitting in her kitchen. “Just in case”, she
replied. | thought to myself, just in case, you must be
kidding me, but | knew that when my grandmother had
made up her mind there was no sense in trying to change
it. Years later, when both she and my grandfather passed
away, that beat up 1980’s toaster was still in her
basement, just where | left it... just in case. When | looked
at that ancient piece of scrap metal, something dawned
on me. If this was the worst thing that my grandmother
held onto, then she led a pretty righteous life. God has
given us so many new things to get excited about. His
spirit lives in us, and divine opportunities beckon us to
complete our purpose here on earth according to God’s
will. But along the way, we often get tempted to store old
habits, bad habits, preferences that eventually become
hindrances, and even sins... just in case. But why would
we want to hold onto anything old, when the new has
come (2 Cor. 5:17)? Old habits are often comfortable, but
they are not useful. My grandmother may have stored that
old toaster in her basement for years, but she never did
use it again. Today, we need to think about what we are
holding onto, and | do not mean those possessions we
hold dear, but rather those old habits that keep us distant
from God.

What things do we need to get rid of in order to make a
more spiritually fulfilled journey through Lent?



“If we admit that we have sinned and confess our sins;
He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:19) God is faithful
and He will forgive us, no matter how far off track we may
have gone, no matter how far we may run, or how much
time we may have lost to our sinful desires. God is willing
to take our old, our brokenness, and replace it with His
grand newness of divine life. We do not have to go one
more day or take one more step with the shame of
yesterday’s choices and unwise decisions weighing us
down. God was willing to honor so many, who came
before us, like Jonah and Solomon and Paul, even after
their mistakes, and | trust that God will honor each of us
when we ask for His forgiveness. “Therefore, the Lord
longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on
high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice, how blessed are all those who long for Him.”
(Isaiah 30:18) The Holy Spirit extends to us an opportunity
to develop our relationship with God, but do we accept
this opportunity to live in communion with God and be
forgiven?

Since Lent begins tomorrow and because this time of
fasting, is more than anything else, a period during which
we concentrate more intently on prayer and forgiveness,
let us take a moment to think about the awesome privilege
of prayer. The great importance of prayer can even be
seen in the life of Jesus that we read in the Gospels. Every
major decision in the life of Christ was preceded by
prayer. He prayed before His baptism. He prayed all night
before choosing His disciples. He prayed before His
transfiguration. He prayed early in the morning and late at
night. He even prayed to His Heavenly father before His
passion. Jesus prayed in order to share in the complete
fullness of God the Father. Keeping that in mind, we need
to ask ourselves: How much of God do we want? Do we
want only a few pennies worth, or do we want the whole
fullness of His presence as He wants to be able to give to
us? Someone once wrote, “We may have as much of God
as we will. Christ puts the key of the treasure chamber into
our hand, and bids us to take all that we want. If aman is
admitted into a billion-dollar vault of a bank, and told to
help himself, and comes out with only a few cents, then
whose fault is it that he is poor?” Likewise, in retrospect,
whose fault is it that Christian people generally have such
scantly portions of the free riches of God? How much of
God we want all depends on how often we open the door
of prayer to Him, and how willing we are to forgive and be

forgiven. St. Paul wrote, "We are to be kind and forgiving
of each other, even as Christ forgave us" (Eph. 4:32).

It was Mother Theresa who once said: ‘If we really want
to love, then we must learn how to forgive’. Forgiveness
is above all a personal choice, a decision of the heart to
go against the natural instinct to repay evil for evil, or to
hold ourselves responsible for the things we seem unable
to forgive. The measure of such a decision is the love of
God who draws us to Himself despite our sins. We have
a perfect exemplar in the forgiveness of Christ, who on
the Cross and in great agony, prayed: "Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). If we
can achieve a depth of forgiveness anything like that -
which Jesus extends to us - we indeed shall find an
incredible peace that will accompany us throughout our
Lenten journey and all our days ahead. When we really
think about it, what hope has hatred ever given? What
argument has ever been aided by anger? What problems
have ever been resolved by revenge? What tragedies
have ever been avoided by blame? Our brothers and
sisters are much more than what we perceive they did to
us, just like you and | are more than a compilation of our
sins and offenses. We are God’s children on a journey
toward remembering ourselves and our place in Heavenly
Jerusalem. Through Christ's actions, because of His
Spirit living in us, we can here and now experience
forgiveness, reconciliation, wholeness, and friendship
with God, because Christ bridged the gap between
salvation and sin, between life and death - between God
and us!

- > > SAVE THE DATE: < ¢ <
79TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS AND
85TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION,
OCTOBER 5,6,7 2018 - HYATT PLACE HOTEL
AMHERST, NY.

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW!

Catechism "Christ our Pascha"

We all should purchase this book and study it to rein-
force our Faith.

Book is available through Stamford Eparchy, Parma
Eparchy, and the Byzantine Church Supply store in
Philadelphia, PA.

Browse: .pdf on line
http://catechism.royaldoors.net/catechism/
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