1106 cratu wienamu CYK ,IIpoBuainusa”,
MPOCUMO 3BepTaTHce 10 nani 'appuiniok.
The Providence Association
Life Insurance & Annuities

-
oy WWW.DIOVASSN.COMm

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page | s:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors
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79 Southridge Dr West Seneca NY 14224-4442 . o .
Tel: 716-674-5185 Fax: 716-675-2238 HlHTpHMaHMO Hallux CIOH30pIB
ARSI AR R T

1550
William Street

BAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

1550

William Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak of
FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home
806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421(

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

PHONE 893-1025

-

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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UNDER THE PROTEGTION
OF MOTHER OF GOD

TIA OMTKOK MMPEYHGTON
AIRU MAPIT OAITITPIT

GHURGH BULLETIN - N°07

February 12 — VA0V — 12 JlioToro
IIEPKORHHUH BIGHHK - Y.07

REMBRANDT van Rijn: The prodigal son
PemOpanar, Ilosopor baya. Cuna, p. 1662

Bbareku 3aBkaM TiaTcs CBOIMH AiThMH.
CrapaloTbCcsl TNOCTiIiiHO BMXOBYBAaTH iX Yy
crpaci boxim, mo0 BuBecTH iX B JIIOIH.
Buartp ix 3aBaM 4yecHO npauwsBatu, boro-
Bi MOBCAKYACHO MOJIUTHUCSH, CTAPIIKUX MOBA-
JKaTH I MOJIOAIIMM JaBATH J0OpHiIl NMPUK-
Jgaja. Hikoro He KpuBAUTH, IIAHYBATH 1yiKe
i cBOrO He myparucs.

Mu Bci 0axxkaeMo0 HaMKPamoro 1Js CBOIX
aiTeil, MU BCi MPi€EMO MPoO IACIAUBY POaM-
HY, B fAKiil ['ociogb nepedyBaB 0M i He 0yJ10
O0u po310py, aHi CBapKH, y fAKii J1000B na-
HyBajia Om, ae Oyja OM B3aiMHa IOIIAHA,
BUPO3yMiHHsA. /le MOMWIKHN He MpuBean OM
J0 MOTipIIeHHsI BiAHOCHH, aJjie 10 MPU3axy-
MM HaJ CIIOCOO0M MOKPAIAHHS POAUHHOIO
JKUTTS.

He3anosro yBiiinemo y Beaukmnii micrt. Le
Oyae mpeKpacHa Harojaa J0 Po3IyMYBaHHS
HaJl TUM, IKHMH MU € 0aTbKaMHu i SIKMMU
MH € JiTbMH, i [0 MOKE€MO 3MiHHUTH, II00
BCe Jifjiocs Tak, Ak bor npukasas, T00TO0 —
00 KUTH 10 XPHCTY.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MOP’SI/IOK CB. JIITYPI'IA

Feb. 12: Meat-Fare S. — M’sicomyc. H. E 12 JTrwororo: H. Muraps i ®apices E:

12:00 PM +Petro Hrynczak
(Mary Hanuszczak)
Mon., February 13 — Ilon., 13 JIroToro
8:15 AM +€pren ®epenneud (O. Umona)
Tue., February 14 — Bisropok, 14 JIrotoro
9:00 AM +Katherine & Michael Chort
(Marianne)
Wed., February 15 — Cepena, 15 JIroToro
See Julian
Thu., February 16 — Yer., 16 JIroToro
9:15 AM +Ounekcannpa Ipera i man.
(JIeB 1 Poman Ky3MiHChKHIA)

Fri., February 17 — I’stanus., 10 Jlrororo

10:00 AM 3a npocnasy Cn. B. Matp. Mocuda
For beatif. of Patriarch Josyf Slipy

10:00 p. +Oabra bacapa6 (CYA)

15 JIrororo: CTPITEHHSA I'.H.I.X.

10:00 p. +I'puup CBATKIBCHKHT
(Poman Ky3miHcbKuUit)

19 JIrororo: M’siconycua Henisst E

10:00 p. +spocaas (M. JI. Cracroku)

Biune Cgitii0 B yects I1/IM roputhb

B Ham. [lana Muxaiaa MoxHaua
3 Haroau 95-iairra. Muoras Jlita!

Io:xxepTBH Ha IlaTpisiiumii
DoHJ - MOKHA TIepeJaTH:
. Ony@piesi bisioronoscskomy
a00 n. Muxkoui IlaciaBcskomy.

Sat., February 18 — Cy6ora, 18 JIroToro
9:00 AM B nam. P. Illusn (L. Tins)
4:30 PM  +Walter Osadciw (A. Wojczak)

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday, March 25, 2012
at Joseph Hriczko Post,

| St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after
12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and
R i $ REER ¥ ¢ living members of Sitch at
St.Valentines ChlneﬁeAuctlon and Lunch  St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
at St. Basil's Ukrainian Catholic Church COCKTAILSat 1:00 pm DINNER at
3653 Walden Ave., Lancaster NY 1:30 pm includes refreshments
Hearty Chicken Soup all you can eat $8 Meeting to be held after dinner.
($4.50 a Quart take home) Dinner cost is $10.00 for members
12to4 PM and $15.00 for guests.
Homemade Pies M ember ship dues of $5.00 for the 2012
Door Prizesand fun for all year must be current and may be paid at
the door. For reservations call:
Mike Liskiewicz 837-0285 or
MariaMalaniak 668-5105
Reservation deadlineis March 18, 2012

Feb. 19: Cheese-Fare S. — Cupon. H. E
12 00 PM For Parlshloners — 3a Hapoxmﬂ

Eternal Light burnsfor
+Pylyp & Justyna
Requ. By Tekla M oczer niak

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DEL AND GIFTS

2321 M |IIersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

4166 Union Road

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
WWW uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Christ isBorn! Glorify Him!

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
us raise money 09 S
for our Church gﬂp
by purchasing L pS

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
Pozmna IMOBUHHA HOBiJIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

Donations Towards Coffee Hour
(Coffee Hour Benefits-Yearly
Communication Assessment Fee)
Maria Plotycia
Andrij & Maria Petryshyn

In memory of Daria Wojtowych
AnnaHanicki 20
Anna Teluk 20
Wasylyna Ostaszuk 20

Thank You! [iskyemo!

The League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Niagara Frontier Council will hold a

meeting on Monday,
m February 13, 2012 at
; Pl ~ 7:00PM in the
Church Hall. The
report of the Con-
vention is on the
agenda. All members

and any prospective
members are invited to attend.

* % %

3acipaHHa Jlirm Ykp. Katonukis 6yne
y noHeAinok, 13 nioToro.

NMPOLLUA OO norPAy 1 CB. 3EMII
(6-19 TPABHHA, 2012)

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski

Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

49 Bimtisa Corwo3y YKpaiHoOK
nosifomiisie, mo 3 nepumoro Jirororo 2012
POKY PO3NIOYHHAEMO
opiuny 30ipKy Ha
CTHIEHAI NI
He3aMOZKHOI MOJIO/L B
Ykpaini. Yekn moxHa
BUIIHCYBATH HA
Ukrainian National
Women'’s L eague.
MumnyJiopiuHi 3BiTH € y ped. CTunenaiii.

3a inpopManiasMHu NPOCHMMO 3BepTATHCS

1o pedgepentok 49-ro Binainy:
3opsiuu Auummu-banyi — 668-9504
Oxcann Canaur — 832-9331

Crunenauiina Axuist 49 Bigginy CYA

The Blessings of Homes
Father will attempt to bless as many
homes as possiblethisyear. If for
some reason he does not makeit to
your home and you want your house
blessed, or if you would like a certain
time of day, please let Father know.

* Kk k

IlocTaparocs BiaBigaTu 3 6J1arocJio-
BEHHAM JI0MiB. SIKII0 He Oyay y Bac a
XO0Tijiv OM, 10 O s NPUHIIOB, 200 €
npoodJieMa yacy 4yepes npairo — npocu-
MO J1aTH 3HATH i MOCTAPAEMOCS TPUIi-
TH y BilIOBiAHMI Yac.

Please say a prayer
for the vocation!

* % %

IIpocumo momouTHCSA
3a CBAIECHUYI MOKJINKAHHA!
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3anpoLyemMo Ha KoHUepT
NPUCBAYEHUN TBOPYOCTI HALLOro
nereHgapHoro noeta, XygoXXHuKa
Ta 6opusa 3a BOMKO YKpaiHCbKOro

Hapoay

Tapaca
'puropoBuya
LLleBYeHKa

Akmn BinbyaeTbca B
Hepinto, 11 6epe3Ha 2012 poky
0 1-Win roguHi
B 3ani YKpaiHcbKol NpaBocnaBHOI
LlepkBn CsaTol Tpownui,

200 Como Park Boulevard,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

CBATKOBY Nporpamy niarotyeanu
LLikona YkpaiHo3HaBcTBa
npu YKKA

[Nicna mucTeubKol YacTUHK
BaTtbkiBcbknin KomiteT
PigHoi Wkonwu
MaTumMe NS NPUCYTHIX

KaHanku, kaBy Ta conoake

byaemo BAsiYHI 3a
Aoo6poBinbHi aaTku!

Celebration of
Taras
Shevchenko

You are cordially invited to
help celebrate our poet, artist
and our freedom fighter

To be held on

Sunday, March 11, 2012
Atlpm

At Holy Trinity
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY

Program has been prepared by
School of Ukrainian Studies
“Ridna Shkola”, UCCA

After the concert,
the Parents Committee
Will be serving

Ukrainian Sandwiches, coffee
and homemade sweets

Donations will be
greatly appreciated!

YKPATHCBKA KATOJIMLBKA EINAPXIS Y CTEM®OP/I
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF STAMFORD

14 Peveril Road Tel: (203) 324-7698
Stamford, CT 06902 Fax: (203) 967-9948
USA E-mail: stamfordeparchy @optonline.net

February 9, 2012

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: Cuapa Ieyey Xpuery!

I write to you concerning an alarming and serious matter that negatively impacts the Church in
the United States directly, and that strikes at the fundamental right to religious liberty for all citzens of
any faith. The federal government which claims to be “of, by, and for the people™ has just dealt a heavy
blow to almost a quarter of those people — the Catholic population — and to the millions more who are
served by the Catholic faithful.

The US Department of Health and Human Services announced recently that almost all employers,
including Catholic employers, will be forced to offer their employees health coverage that includes
sterilization, abortion-inducing drugs and contraception. Almost all health insurers will be forced to
include these “services™ in the health policies they write. And almost all individuals will be forced to
buy that coverage as a part of their policies.

In so ruling, the Administration has cast aside the First Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, denying to Catholics our Nation’s first and most fundamental freedom, that of religious
liberty. And as a result, unless the rule is overturned, we Catholics will be compelled and must be
prepared either to violate our consciences, or to drop health coverage for our employees (and suffer the
penalties for doing so). The Adminstration’s sole concession was to give our institutions one year to
comply.

Despite intense pleas from thousands of Americans, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, to
reconsider this plan, the Administration has forged ahead and insisted on implementing this mandate.
[ts consequences will be dramatic and devastating, not only for Catholics, but for the many non-
Catholics who are served by Catholic health care and educational facilities.

We cannot — we will not — comply with this unjust law. People of fath cannot be made second
class citizens. We are already joined by our brothers and sisters of all faiths and many others of good
will in this important effort to regain our religious freedom. Our parents and grandparents did not come
to these shores to help build America’s cities and towns, its infrastructure and institutions, its enterprise
and culture, only to have their posterity stripped of their God given rights. In generations past, the
Church has always been able to count on the faithful to stand up and protect her sacred rights and
duties. 1 hope and trust she can count on this generation of Catholics to do the same. Our children and
grandchildren deserve nothing less.

And therefore, | would ask of you two things. First, as a community of faith we must commit
ourselves to prayer and fasting, especially during the upcoming season of the Great Fast, that wisdom
and justice may prevail, and religious liberty may be restored. Without God, we can do nothing; with
God nothing is impossible. Second, [ would also recommend visiting www.uscch.org/conscience to
learn more about this severe assault on religious liberty, and how to contact Congress and voice your
support for legislation that would reverse the Administration’s decision.

Sincerely in Christ,

+ 22 ae.

Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford



3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

CborogHi po3BaxemMo npo eBaHrenie Bifg Jlyku
(15.1-32), wo Bmiwye nputyy npo BnyaHoro cuHa,
AKy 6 MOXHa TaKoX Ha3BaTh NpuT4oro npo Muno-
cepaHoro 6aTtbka abo NpMTYOIO NPO CamMONOHO-
ro 6para. Mocnyxumocsa matepisnamm AUsKoHa
€BreHa CTaHilWweBCLKOro 3 BeO CTOPIHKM HawWOoi
Lepksu y JIbBOBi.

Monopauwui cuH 3BepTacTbea Ao batbka, BXu-
Balo4M CNOBO 0ATLKO B KNIUYHOMY BiAMiHKY. TyT,
Lie 3BEPHEHHS He CTiNbKN NigKpecntoe No3UTUBHI
CUHIBCbKi NOYYTTA, CKiNbKK, paaLue, OPUANYHY
AouUinbHicTb BUMOrY Npo HacnigeTeo. MpaBo oT-
puMaTy HacnigcTBO ANA HLOTO € BiNbLl BaXnu-
BWM Bif NpaBui POAUHHOIO CRIBXMTTA, fIKe ANA
HbOr0, MabyTb, CTano OOTAXNMBUM, i BiH BUpiLIyE
OTpUMaTH cnagok Wwe npv XuTTi 6aTbka. BiH xoue
3poouTK TaK, WwWob No3byTucs 6aTbKiBCLKOI ONiKK,
o6 MOro XWUTTA cTano HesanexHuM. baTbko BAo-
BiNbHSAE 1Oro 0axaHHI0 i BiH BigxoanTb y aane-
KWW Kpaw.

Ha nepwui nornsag Burnagae, Wwo Monoawmii
CVH He 3anuLiae BAOMa Hivoro, ane e He Tak. BiH
3anuwac HauoinbL cyTTeBE: 0ATbKIBCLKY N0OOB,
AapoMm fIKOi € Lie BCe, Lo BiH 3abpaB.

3a geskuid Yac CUH BCe po3Tpayae ma T3B. Npu-
ATUNIB, @ KONU FPOLUMIA Y HLOTO HE CTano, TO i
NPUATUNI 3HWKNK, | rONoA 3anaHyBaB.

Konun maemo rpowi To 3gaetbea i npuATunie
Oarato i Bce iae B NOPATKY, ane KOnu rpoumii He
CTaHe i NpUATUNI 3HUKAIOTb, 6 NOKa3y€eThLCA, WO
BOHM HacnpaBai He bynu pobpmumm gpysamu. A
ApY3iB He MOXHa 3a rpoLi KynuTu.

Ton, xTo BucTynae npotu bora, abo nge ganeko
Big Hboro, He moxe cobi ik cnig gatu pagu. fMio-
AVHa No CBOIl Npupogi He € caMoBUCTapyanb-
HO, BOHA SIK COTBOPIHHA, WO Ma€ cniBnpaLito-
BaTK i3 cBoiM TBOpLEM, W06 ynoaodutuca ao
HbOro, NOBUHHA MaTH 1oro nepeg cooot. Tinbku
Toai, konu bor € nepepn Heto BOHa 3aaTHa BUKOHa-
TU Le 3aBAaHHS, Wo it 6yno nocraBneHe. Konu x
noavHa sigxoauTthb Big bora, AkuiA i 3anuwae
cBoboay Bubopy, BOHa 060B'A3k0BO Oyae cnor-

ns8aTv Ha Koroch, Yy Ha LWocCh, WO cTae ii igo-
nom, npeaMeToM ii NOKNOHiIHHA. Cnornsaaroym
Ha igona, Wwo 3anmae micue Teopusd, NoAMHA
BXe Oyae ynoaioHioBaTMca MOMy, CyXUTH
oMY, 3 KOXHUM KPOKOM Biafansito4uch Big
TOro, XT0 ii CTBOPMB Ha cBiil 06pa3 (byT 1, 27).
Lle Aikpa3 cTa€TbCcA 3 MONOAWMM CMHOM. BiH
HaNMaETLCA Ha CNYXIHHA [0 OQHOTO 3 MeLKaH-
LB Aanekoro Kparo i Toi nocunae Woro BUPo-
LyBaTH, NeKaTy Te, Wo Mano 6 6yTn ocopyx-
HUM ANs NoAnHKW. Y €BpencbKoMy cepeaoBuLli
CBWHI BBaXanuca TBapuHamu HeYncTumu. Ton,
XTO iX BUrO40BYBaB, CNPUYUHABCSA 80 3pOCTY,
nob6inblweHHA HeYnCTOTU. 3yCcnnns, wWo ix npu-
Knapae cUH, KM BiginwoB Bia batbka, iayTb
Ha NOGiNbLUEHHA HEYMCTOTH.

B ntoavHi 3aMyyeHii ronogom BUHUKAE
CTpalHe O0aXXaHHA HaNOBHUTK LWNTYHOK, HaBITb
TUM, WO iAATL CBUHI, ane i TOro HiXTo He AaBaB
omy, xiba camomy 6patu ix Bif CBMHER, i TO
TOAAI KONU TOrO HIXTO He 6aYunThb.

| Tak MmonoAWMI CUH CTOITb Nepea BUOOPOM
He TiNbKK iCTU YK He icTh, ane paguue —
npu3HaTUCA camomy cobi KUM BiH € HacnpaBsai.
Bo Big TOro, KUM BBaxae cebe noguHa, 3ane-
XUTb BUZA iXi, WO Ti MOXe 3aA0BiNbLHUTK, BUA
CTpaBM, WO MOXe BTaMyBaT# ii ronod. bytu
rofo4HMM — Lie e camo no cobi He € NPoKNAT-
TaM. binbLwe Toro, lcyc kaxe: «bnaxeHHi ronog-
Hi HUHI, 60 BK HacuTuTecb» (Jlk 6, 21). Tak nio-
[WHa, fiKa BiAYyBa€E ronog, ane He naAac Ha ixy,
Lo i He MOXe byTH KOPUCHA, € BnaxeHHOo, 60
TepnnAYM ronog, BOHa WyKae NpaBAnBOI NOXK-
BW, TOI, L0 MOXe AaTH i MOXNUBICTb 3pocTaTh
Ak JlloguHa. Monopg ueii nonsrae y BipAaaneHocTi
BiA bora, y He3mo3i novyTu cnosa ocnogHi
(Am 8, 11). | konu noAnHa BiAXOAUTL HAATO Aa-
neKo Big TBOPLA, BiH nocunae i amory nigkpi-
nuTuca, 60 TiNbKK BiH MOXe Lie 3poBUTH, BiH
nocunae cBoro CuHa, o € Xnioom XutTa (Vlo 6,
32-35). Icyc cTaeTbCA NOXUBOK, JOPOTOH), KUT-
TAM, i TINbKKU Yepe3 HbOro MOXHa NPUITU OO
Otus (Vo 14, 6)...

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

CHRIST ISBORN! February 12, 2012
GLORIFY HIM!
Glory to Jesus Christ!

Dear (say your name herefor your very own personal letter),

Good Morning to you! And it is already a very
beautiful morning as | begin to write your letter.
The sun is not yet up, but the sky is clear and
beautiful as the light begins to flow over the east-
ern horizon. According to the weather forecast-
ers, it is going to be a pleasant and comfortable
winter day, as it’s been for most of the week.

The cloud free skies have been absolutely gor-
geous the past few days. At night it has been
such a joy to walk in the cold winter air under the
bright light of the full moon and look up to the
myriads of stars shining in the heavens. | often
pray for you on those walks. | hope you, too, were
able to see some of those heavenly gifts of our
good God.

It seems as if the ol’ groundhog, “Punxsutaw-
ney Phil,” got his forecast correct last week. The
storm that made the news out in the west, moved
across the country giving many a real, and in
some cases, almost the first taste of winter. We’re
supposed to have a wintry weekend here on the
Niagara Frontier, but by the time you read this, it
will have passed. He said hopefully.

As with most of the US, our winter has been
unusually mild and virtually snow free till now.
Lake Erie is not even frozen over for the first time
in many, many years. “Labatt’s,” the beer com-
pany, sponsors an annual ‘pond hockey’ tourna-
ment down at the harbor about this time. This
year it won’t happen due to “lack of ice.” There’s
a bunch of money, and a lot of “serious” teams
involved so the event won’t/can’t be cancelled. It
is now called “The Street Hockey Tournament,”
and the players will be wearing running shoes in-
stead of skates.

While it’s not snowing very much in the USA
this year, other parts of the world seem to be get-
ting our share. It's been a very snowy winter in

Japan, and all of Europe. The eastern European
countries, in particular Ukraine, have been suffer-
ing through, and then digging out of, one storm
after another. Making matters worse the storms
are accompanied by icing conditions, strong
winds and extremely cold temperatures. A com-
bination of that sort is always a recipe for disas-
ter, and that is exactly what’s been happening
over there. Many injuries and deaths are being re-
ported as a result of the harsh wintry weather.
Let’s whisper a prayer for them.

At this time of year our parishes are completing
end of the year reporting and also preparing for
annual parish meetings. We will have ours in Ni-
agara Falls next week after the regular Sunday
liturgy. Another excellent tribute to the people of
“Holy Protection” is the fact that our meeting is
actually held in the church proper. In this way we
emphasize the fact that all that we do, i.e., what-
ever business we have, whatever earthly things
to be considered, or whatever we “must render
unto Caesar,” we do for the good of the parish,
the Church and unto the glory of God.

With the meetings either scheduled or com-
pleted, a number of our parishes are having their
“last fling events” prior to the start of the Great
Fast. Here on the Niagara Frontier, St. John the
Baptist parish had a St. Valentine’s Day Dinner-
Dance and St. Basil’s in Lancaster will be having
a lunch and silent auction this Sunday, February
12.

From a quick glance at other bulletins from
around the Metropolia it is evident that a lot of
other people and parishes have the same idea.
Gotta do the Mardi Gras thing!

What I'm saying, | guess, is the holy time of
Great Lent is fast approaching with the first day
falling on February 20 for those who pray accord-
ing to the new calendar. This is the week of
“Meatfare,” or “bye-bye to meat.” According to
the way of fasting as taught by our ancestors, we
would abstain from meat and dairy products for
the entire Great Fast and Holy Week. Our regula-
tions have been very much relaxed in recent




years, and we no longer are required to do that.
But believe it or not, there are many, many people
who try to keep the strict fast of no meat and no
dairy. So this is the week to clean out the freezer,
use up the meat or give it to the poor. And speak-
ing of last flings, this is the week to indulge in
that can of Spam! A little personal Mardi Gras! ©
© ki P

A thank-you and a reminder: :
Thank you for all your dona-
tions to the Franciscan Center.
Remember to keep up the do-
nations. Things have slowed a
bit after Christmas, but you al-
ways manage to place some-
thing in the box, or even send
a check in the mail for the kids.
Those Frannie priests have
one tough job, but they are
helping and saving one kid af-
ter another. And we whisper
another prayer for the Friars
over there.

So with this letter | want you
to know we are all doing well and hopefully you
are too. Even when we can say, “We’re doing ok”
we all know that the spiritual warfare goes on.
Much of it unseen as we battle the forces of dark-
ness, but much of it VERY clearly visible when
that evil one manifests himself in society, politics
and government. We must be strong and never
become discouraged. We CAN do something
about it. Besides fervent and heartfelt prayer, we
can vote! All the noise and controversy that is go-
ing on these days is ALL ABOUT LIFE! We must
learn to be strong, faithful Christians and Catho-
lics. We must know our faith and live it and fight
for it.

Be strong, be faithful, be blessed, my dear one.
Z Nami Boh! God is with us!

“Go with God! Stay with God!”
In His Love,

Fr. Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Of all the beautiful Churches in the world, the
Sistine Chapel in Vatican City is one of the most
well-known and admired. It is also the place
where all of the Cardinals gather to elect a new
Pope to lead the Church. But what you may not
know is that one entire wall of this chapel, di-

: ; rectly behind the main altar,
is devoted to Michelangelo’s
. fresco of the day of Last
Judgment.  Several years
ago, while visiting Rome, |
spent hours just admiring
the sheer beauty of Michel-
angelo’s many frescos, but
none are as powerful as his
Last Judgment, because it
compels one to really con-
sider how the Lord will one
day judge each of us. What
will our merits be? Where
did the roads lead us that we
4 traveled on? | imagine that

* while all the great religious
leaders of the Catholic Church have at one time
or another passed through those walls, none
could do so without contemplating their life’s
course and wondering if they will one day find a
place in the Kingdom of God. “Christ will sepa-
rate His people, one from another, as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats - plac-
ing his sheep on his right and the goats on his
left” (Matthew 25:32). It is our love or our lack
of love by which we will one day be judged. A
19th century painting shows a long row of beg-
gars waiting in a soup line. They are all ragged
and dirty looking. But around the head of one,
barely perceptible, is a halo. One of them is
Christ! You may see no halo around the heads
of your brothers and sisters in need, yet to
serve them is to serve the Lord, for Christ is
hidden within them. It is not a question that
they do not have, but rather a question that we
do not see. The call of God is to become per-

sonally involved in the lives of others. Before the
judgment seat of Christ, we will be judged not by
how much we have done, but rather by how much
we could have done. No man or woman gives at
all, until they have given all.

There is a story about a man who boarded a
bus intending to go to Detroit. After a long day’s
journey, he got off the bus and discovered that he
was not in Detroit but rather in Kansas City. He
had caught the wrong bus.
This story illustrates the fact
that the destinations to which
we come in life are not
determined by our desires
and intentions alone, but by
the roads we actually travel.
Examples of this fact are all
around us. Nobody desires to
get lung cancer or
emphysema, but millions
travel down the road of cigarette smoking that
brings them there. | doubt that anyone ever estab-
lishes the goal of becoming an alcoholic or drug
addict, but millions follow the road of self-
medication with alcohol or drugs that ends at that
destination - or sometimes even worse, they bring
others down that road with them. Each one of us
wants to be able to look back upon our life with
gratitude, but we often travel roads that lead to
remorse and regret. We take the wrong bus, and
do not realize it until we end up at the wrong des-
tination. If we are not on the road to Eternal life,
Jesus calls on us to make that change today, to
repent, to make a U-turn as soon as possible, just
like the Prodigal Son did in last week's Gospel
reading — in order to return to our Father in Heav-
en. St. Paul made a complete turnaround after he
met Jesus on the road to Damascus. If we are ac-
tive Christians who follow the teachings of Christ,
then the direction our life should lead needs to
move toward serving others, daily repentance,
toward giving and prayer, toward the Church, and
ultimately toward a closer and more personal rela-
tionship with God. While these are often the roads

less travelled, they are indeed the journeys worth
making.

There once was a man who was sick and tired
of all the horror he saw in the world. Day after
day, he heard stories of holy wars, violence, and
hatred. He asked God if he could have a talk with
Him face to face. God said, "Yes, of course, my
child." The man said to God, "l can't believe you!
This world you created is filled with senseless vi-

B olence. People kill and tor-
ture one another. They hate
each other and declare war
on one another in the name
of money, power, religion,
and intolerance. There is
famine all over the world.
Our environment is on a
collision course with disas-
ter. There are innocent peo-

A ple suffering from all kinds
of dlseases and our streets are filled with
thieves, rapists, child abusers, drug dealers,
murderers, you name it. Why don't you do some-
thing about it? Why don't you send someone
down here to make this world of yours a better
place?" God looked at the man calmly and said, "I
did, my child - | sent you." God is calling each of
us to loving service because the reality is - God
did not just send His Son into the world that we
might be saved - Jesus came so that in being
saved, we would also go out into this world and
spread the word of God to all nations.

Our Lord’s question to us on judgment day will
not be whether we have acknowledged Him as
our Savior, but rather, ‘Having acknowledged
Christ as our Savior, what did we do with our
life?” He will assess the reality of our faith on
that basis. St. Paul warns us, “No one makes a
fool of God. A person will reap exactly what he
sows” (Gal. 6:7). God is love and by His very na-
ture cannot do anything evil, hateful or destruc-
tive to anyone. Each of us makes a choice about
our Eternal destination - by the roads we choose
to travel down and the way in which we live.



