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E
B When | disobey in ignorance
thy fatherly glory,
R I wasted in iniquities
U the riches that thou gavest me.
Wherefore, | cry to thee with the
A voice of the prodigal son,
R saying,
Y I have sinned before thee,
O compassionate Father,
receive me repentant,

] . #; ‘J‘ ..‘.
H?"""e e 1 : 1 and make me as one
Juaphi s of thy hired servants.

~12 The icon of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
shows the prodigal being received by his father
upon his return. We are presented with an image

7 of a warm and loving embrace, the son showing his need for his father, an attitude that represents
. repentance, love, and hope for renewal and restoration. The father is shown full of compassion for
his son, having born the burden of his sin and suffering, but now filled with joy that he has returned.

Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, the martyr for the faih, born February 17, 1893.

The prisons and exiles where Patriarch Josyf Slipyj was sent A *
for long 18 years. Pray for His beatification 2> 2> > £ A

ikl

MonwutBa 3a npocnasy Cnyru boxoro I'IaniﬂpxavIZocmpa Cninoro 0
“Mpuimu Tocnoau, monuTeM Hawi 3a Ceatoi nam’aTi Matpispxa Uocuda, sikoro Tu Ham y cBoiIK 1
7
<

Mwu 3ragyemo nputyy npo 6nyaHOro cuHa HanepeaoAaHi Benukoro nocty — ocobnmeoro yacy B
XWTTI KOXHOI ntoguHu. MicT gaeTbea Ham Ans Toro, Woo6 My NPO BCe NoAymany, NOMOSUIIUCA,
OLiHUNK CBOE XWUTTSA, CBOI BYMHKM, CBOI AYMKM, Nigaany ix HeynepemKkeHOMYy cyay — BHYTpill-
HbOMY CyAy ronocy CBOEI COBICTi, i nomonunuca Focnoay Npo NpoLWeHHs CBOIX rpixiB i Npo
no3b6aBneHHs BiA rpixoBHOro NONOHy. | Hexal ana KOXHOro 3 Hac NpUTYa NPo GnyAHOro cuHa
CTaHe BESIMKUM [xepenoM Hagil Ha Te, wo bor npocTuTk Hac, 3UinuThb Bif rpixis — i TenepilHix,
i MMHYNKUX, AOMOMOXe 3HaUTU MUP i paaicTb XUTTA Y cninkyBaHHi 3 Hum B gomi OTyomy.
Mpec-cnyx6a Muxaliniecbko2o 30/10mogepxo20 MOHacmupsi

pobpoti 6yB nicnas... [loHic BiH cBili Baxkun xpect go Tsoro [Mpuctony, Focnogm, Xpect
COCTpaflaHHSA i3 HApOAOM CBOIM, XPecT COCTpaAaHHA i3 LepKBOK, AKy 0e3 munocepas Ainunu i
npucyaunu Ha cmeptb. Momoxu Ham, Focnogm, npautoBaTh AN 36epexeHHs Haloi PiAHOI LiepKBM,
ANA AKOT BCe KMTTA HeBTOMHO TpyamBcs Matpispx Wocud, Ta skoi npaBa Tak BiaBaXHo i BinaaHo 060
pOHAB.” AMiHb.
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJ1as
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

Feb.12: Sunday of Prodigal Son

12:00 PM +Mary Beth Sukmann
(Ann Marie & Dick Piech)

3:30 PM Panachyda for +Mychajlo Belmega at
Pietszak Funeral Hom on William St.

Monday, February 13 Iotoro, MoHeginok
10:00 AM +Muxanno benbmera - lMoxopoH

+Mychajlo “Michael” Belmega - Funeral

4:30 PM ++Onekcin, Bonoaumup, Arachisi,
Bacunb (AHTiH | Mapis)
Tuesday, February 14 INotoro, BisTopok

9:00 AM +Katherine & Michael Chort (Mary Ann) \y,5 challenging this year. | will still visit a few

Wednesday, February 15 Ilotoro, Cepeaa
See Julian
Thursday, February 16 Iltotoro, YetBep
8:00 AM +Anekcangpa I'pera
(Cnasa I'pera Iowr)
Friday, February 17 Iltotoro, M'aTHuuA
10:00 AM +Matp. Wocud Crninuii
+Patriarch Josyf Slipyj - *1893

Saturday, February 18 INiotoro, Cy6ota

9:00 AM +Codisa flycaHiBcbka — 40 . i naH.

(PopuHa)
4:30 PM +Zenon Bodnarskyj (Wife)

Feb.19: Meat-Fare Sunday

12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

12 Jlrotoro: Hepins bnygHoro CuHa

10:00 AM +IBaH i Mapis lNpaBak (PoauHa)

15 Jlrotoro: CTPITEHHA

10:00 AM  +John & Mary Colomon
(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)

19 Jlrotoro: Hegins M’siconycHa

10:00 AM +Onbra bacapab (49 sigain CYA)

- bnarocnoBeHHs AomiB
Liboro poky 6yno Tpoxa TsxKo. A we Bce

BifABiAal napy AOMIB HaBiTb nicns CTPiTeHHS.

> Blessing of the houses

God willing.

2017 LUC dues of $7.00
are now payable to
lhor Pereyma.
Dues can be sent to
38 Lester St. Buffalo, NY 14210.

Hawe PiyHe 3acigaHHus — 26 JlroToro, 12 rog.

Church Annual Meeting — Feb 26 at noon.

(No Noon Liturgy that day.)

Great Lent starts Monday, Feb. 27.
Benukun lMicT nounHaeTbea 27 JoToro.

Eternal Light burns for
+John lwanyczko (born Feb. 14)
Requ. by sisters
Luba Szyszkowski & Mary Muhs

BiyHe CBitno B yectb M.0.M.
roputb 3a + Muxanna MoxHaua
(14 MoToro 6yno 6u iomy 100 poki..)
MoxeptBa: Opucsa Jenn 3 poanHoOK

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, {Jeweﬁ'y & Em 61’01'&?1
photos on facebook.com

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWARE
TONAWANDA,

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO

Jahawryiuk@gmall com

OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
oy
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN 2. YipaiHcbka
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OENEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT Y
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Loo
Many Varieties of:
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
 Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon « Blood Kishika (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., ey 800N
Cheektowaga, NY (in Aémport Piaza) ﬁ mtd B0 Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 o] W 688-14%

Happy Birthdays in February
MNOHAYA LITA!

2321 Millersport Hwy,

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza
562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CeppaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

SITCH DINNER MEETING

Sunday March 19,2017
Birthday wishes to the following zgt (:Jlosepfé:'lrngﬁolPoth
ichi H emo ot., burfalo,
parishioners who were left off the list by After 12:00pm Liturgy

mistake and who celebrate a birthday in
February:
Gloria Grega Long - February 7th
Christina Dietz — February 14t
Natalie Wisniewski — February 18t
Olena Czmola May - February 22nd

For the reposed and living members of our
organization at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
Fillmore & Oneida Sts., Buffalo, NY
COCKTAILS at 1:00PM
DINNER at 1:30PM includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members and
$15.00 for guests
Membership dues of $5.00 for the 2017 year must

Please forgive us:
We are still a work in progress!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

be current and may be paid at the door.

Coto3 For reservations call:
YKpa'I'HOK Maria Malaniak — 668-5105
Reservation deadline is March 12, 2017
AMepVIKVI Reservations are a must and liable. Thank you

Reminder:

This month’s religious education class is next
Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 9:00 AM -
12:30PM in the Church Hall.

Koporkuii Icropnunnin Kanenaap

NIOTUINA

12. 1924. 3amyunnu Onbry bacapab.

17. 1893. Hapoauscs Mocud) Cninuit
Kob6epHuubkuin InukoBCbKMA, BaTbKO i
nasa Hawoi uepksu. Momep 1984.

25. 1871. Hapoaunacs Moeteca Jlecs
YkpaiHka (llapuca Kocay) 1871-1913.

CtunenpginHa akuia 49ro
Binniny CYA B badchano nosigomnse,
o 3 nepworo nwotoro 2017 p.
pO3noYMHaETLCA 36ipKa Ha
Ctunenpininm ®onp CYA,
AN He3aMOoXHOI monopAi B YKpaiHi...
[lonomora € gyxe noTpidHa.
Yekn npocMmo BUNMCYyBaTH Ha
Ukrainian National Women’s League.
MuHynopiuHi 3BiTH € y pechepeHTok CYA
3a inchopmauiamu cnip 3BepTaTuca Jo:
3opsHa byHu - 668-9504
OxkcaHa Canpgur - 832-9331
CtuneHpinHa Akuis
49ro Bipgpiny CYA

Our Easter Dinner - week after Easter,
April 23, 2017. Baked Goods, as usual,
would be greatly appreciated.



http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

CELEBRATE THE NATIONAL DAY OF 3 HArogu ceiToBOIro AoHA
MARRIAGE ON FEBRUARY 12, 2017 NOAPYXXA (12 JIKOTOIO 2017)
PRAYER MOJINTBA

FOR MARRIED COUPLES 3A IIOAPY KA
Almighty and eternal God, You BcemoryTHii i Biunui boxe, Tu
blessed the union of husband and M06J/1Iaroc/JI0BUB COI03 YOJIOBIKa i
wife so that we ’KiHKH, 1106 MU CTaJIU
might reflect the 00pa3oM €AHOCTI
union of Christ with Xpucra 3 Moro
his Church: look IlepkBoo. Ilor/isHb Ha
with kindness on Hac JIaCKaBo, BiJHOBH
us. Renew our Hall nu16. 06gapyn
marriage covenant. HaC CBOE€I0 JIIOO0B'I0 T
Increase your love 3MillHHY Halll COI03 B
in us, and MUPI, 106 MU
strengthen our [3 HamuMu fgiThbMHU],
bond of peace so 3aBXK/AU BTIilIa/IUCA
that, [with our AApoOM TBOTO
children], we may 6Js1arocjioBeHHs. bo Tn
always rejoice in 6Js1aruii i Yos10BiKo0J110-
the gift of your 6enb bor Hawy, i Mu
blessing. For are a merciful and To6i ciaBy Bigaaemo, OTuo, i
loving God and we give glory to Cumny, i CBaTomy /lyxoBi, HUHI i
You, Father Son and Holy Spirit, NMOBCSK4YacC, i HA BiKM Bi4yHi. AMiHb.
now and for ever and ever. Amen. baarocaosu, 'ocnoau, yci
Bless the Lord, all the marriage NOJAPYXOKA i mogau im MUpHe
and grant them peaceful life, KUTTHA, A0OPOYECHICTD, JIIO6OB
integrity, mutual love in the bond B3a€EMHY B COK03i MUPY, pij,
of peace, long life and unfading AOBroBiYHUM Ta HEB AHY4YU U
crown of glory. BiHeLb C/IaBU.
May the Blessing of the Lord biarocsoBeHHsa 'ocnoaHe Ha Bac!
be upon You! +Paul + [laBJ10

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmadii nogaBatu go M'ATHULI Beyopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN

: GATHOLIG GHURGH
Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever! VKPATHGEKA KATOAHILKA
C I X 1C Biku!
nasa fcycy Fpucty wnasa ra Bl | 11 pKRA GRATOT® MUKOAAS
e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you! (1A OIIIKOK TPEYHETO!
e Thank you for your patronage. " "
Thanks are extended to all volunteers! ALBH MAPII OAITTTPLI)

o Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy  EUEIR=RIETR stnbuffalo@gmail.com
in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www_stnbuffalo.com
you! http://www.stamforddio.org

Until we meet next Sunday... 308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

Rectory: (716) 852-7566

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Please help Cogfesgion: Before Iéiturgies .
us raise money OT nosigb: Mepen Ce. Jlityprisivu
for our Church by gp S Baptism: By appointment
purchasing Top’s never Sops XpelueHHs:  3a LOMOBMEHHAM

Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6oTta
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTY CBSILLEHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxOu MOXHa 3aKJIMKaTU

Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Heaina npo 6nyaHoro cuHa B
YrKU - neHb oco6nueoi ysaru
A0 B'AI3HNYHOrO CNYXiHHA

CuHop YkpaiHcbkoi I'peko-Katonuubkoi Liepksu npo-
ronocuB Heginto npo 6nyaHoro cuHa, Wwo 3a NiTypriiHum
kaneHgapem 2017 poky npunagae Ha 12 noToro, gHeM
ocobnuBoi yBaru YIKL| o B’A3HUYHOrO CNyXiHHSA, fKe €
nacTMpcbkolo TypboTor i MONMTBOLO 3a B’A3HIB, 3a BCiX
KEPTB 3/I0MMHY Ta 3a NpauiBHUKIB NeHiTeHLiapHOi
cuctemm YkpaiHw.

Mepen Benukum noctom enapxii YTKL noknukaHi
nogb6atn npo npoBefAeHHA 36ipoK Ha MOTPe6GU NeHiTeH-
LliapHOro AyWNacTUPCTBA, OCKINbKY Lie BaXIMBe CIyKiH-
Hs noTpeOye HanexHoi nigTpumkn. MuHynuit Pik Boxoro
Munocepas ctaB 0COBNMBOID HarogoH ANS OXUBIEHHSA
micii LlepkBu ans yB'a3HeHuX.

3a ocTaHHiMK onpunogHeHUMM fJaHumu Big 1 Bepec-
HA 2016 poky, B YkpaiHi noHag 60 Tuc. B'asHiB. Yncno
B'AI3HIB Ha OKYNOBaHWX TEPUTOPIAX OLHIOETLCA NoHaa 15
TUC., i iX gons 0cob6NMBO HEBTIlHA, afXe BOHU He KOpUC-
TYIOTbCS 3aXUCTOM 3aKOHY YKpaiHu.

Haibinblue oci6 3acymkeHO 3a KOPUCNMBI 3NTI0YMHU
NPOTH NPMBATHOI BNACHOCTi — Kpagixkku, rpabix, po36in,
BUMaraHHs; Ha ApYromy Micui - «3a HapKOTUKWU»; Ha
TPeTbOMy — 3acyaxeHi 3a ymucHe BO6MBCTBO. Benuke
YMCIIO HaWMX CiBrpomMagsH Manu Jocsif nepebyBaHHsA
«3a I'patamu».

Mpo6nemMy 3N0YMHHOCTI HEMOXIIMBO PO3B’A3aTH NK-
e CUIOBUMM MeToZaMu 6e3 niieKkaHHsA cycninbHoi coni-
AapHocTi Ta cniesianoBiganbHocTi. TOMy XoAHi 3ycunns
He € HagMIpHMMK, abW 3HAWUTK Ta BTiNOBATH BCi MOXNMBI
anbTepHaTMBU NOKapaHHIO 0cCOGU B HEBOJII.

CyuyacHa wmicis YTKL| y Topmax npoxoauTtb B aTMOC-
¢hepi GpaTHLOrO CNiBCNYXiHHA 3 NPeACTaBHUKAMM iHLIMX
xpuctusiHcbkux LlepkoB i geHomiHauin. BoHa 3pjiicHio-
€TbCA Ha NiacTaBi coujanbHOro NapTHepCTBa y cniBnpadi
3 [lepaBHOK NeHiTeHUiapHOW cnyx6ot0  YkpaiHw.
Bu3Haroun rmboky nowaHy Ao npaui neHiteHuiapiis, Ak
Y BaXKuUX yMOBaX BMKOHYHOTb BiANnoBiganbHy cycnifbHy
micito, LiepkBa BUCNOBMIOE NiATPUMKY BCIM 3yCunnsM,
L0 CMPMAIOTb CoujanbHil iHTerpauii.

MeHiTeHuiapHe aywnactupcreo YKL

BELIEVE for Life

A faith publication of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the re-
ward of this faith is to see what you believe.
Saint Augustine

He who believes is the recipient of the Beatitude
that runs through the Gospel, and that res-
onates throughout history, on Elizabeth's lips:
"happy are you for you believed," or addressed
by Jesus himself to Thomas: "Happy are those
who believe without seeing!"

Pope Francis

| believe in Christianity as | be-lieve that the sun
has risen: not only because | see it, but because
by it | see everything else.

C.S. Lewis

A thorough knowledge of the Bi-ble is worth
more than a college education.
Theodore Roosevelt

You cannot pray at home as at church, where
there is a great multitude, where exclamations
are cried out to God as from one great heart, and
where there is something more: the union of
minds, the accord of souls, the bond of charity,
the prayers of the priests.

St. John Chrysostom

To one who has faith, no explanation is nece-
ssary. To one without faith, no explanation is
possible.

Saint Thomas Aquinas

Preach the Gospel at all times and when nece-
ssary use words.
Saint Francis of Assisi

In Memoriam — BiyHasa Nam’aTb! In Memory: Mychajlo Belmega

Ynokoiscsa B Nocnoai C.. Mam.
+Muxanno bBenmera

(1 FpyaHs, 1924 - 8 MoToro, 2017)
PoauHi cknagaemo cniB4yTTA
a nomy xan oyae Biynas Mam’atb!

"

' y )u
.t; 4 .

Fell asleep in the Lord

+ Mychajlo “Michael” Belmega
(Dec 1,1932 - Feb. 8, 2017)

Beloved husband of late Olga (nee Matijkowicz)
Belmega; devoted father of Akacia, Orest, Kalyna
(Bruce Filipiak and late Carl) Sofia, Luba (Tim)
Kubala, Andrij (Sharon) and Marko Belmega;
loving grandfather of Daniel and Thomas
Belmega, Andrea and Michael Sofia; fond great-
grandfather of Lily, Zahara, Maya and Emily.
Family will be present Sunday 2-4 and 6-8 PM at
the PIETSZAK FUNERAL HOME, 2400 William St.
(near Harlem). Panachyda Service will be held
Sunday at 3:30 PM and Monday at 9:15 AM
followed by a Funeral Liturgy at St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church at 10 AM. Online

condolences: www.Pietszak.com.

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends.
May he rest in peace!
Eternal Memory! Vichnaya Pamiat’!

Our father, Mychajlo Belmega, was born on
December 01, 1924, in Usteriky, Ukraine. Uste-
riky is a small village located in the beautiful
region of Hutsulszczyna. Hutsulszczyna is
known mainly for its breath-taking Carpathian
Mountains (Karpathy) and it's domestic handi-
crafts, especially woodworking, rug weaving,
embroidery and pottery making; the people
living there are simply called “Hutsuls”!

Tato, as we have always called our beloved
father, was born to two devoted and hard
working parents, our grandparents, Mychajlo
and Anna (Nedochodiuk) Belmega. He was the
oldest child in his family and had two younger
sisters Hannia and Marijka and a younger
brother named Petro. Petro had passed away
many years ago, but our aunts both live in the
Ukraine today. Hannia, unfortunately, lives in
the Luhansk region, where the fighting between
the Ukrainian Army and Russian forces has
escalated and destroyed many innocent civi-
lians and families. Marijka still resides in the
beautiful Usteriky with her husband Dmytro and
their children nearby. Tato’s father, also named
Mychajlo, was a talented businessman and lum-
berjack who supervised a fleet of loggers in
cutting, cleaning and transporting logs and
wood via the rivers and streams; and later onto
ships for redistribution and sales to larger
cities. Tato enjoyed learning about this trade
and had spent many hours “in the forest” with
his dad; he was very knowledgeable in the spec-
ial gear and equipment used by the loggers.
Tato’s mother Anna was a devoted mother who
enjoyed cooking, baking and embroidery. My
sisters and | still posses many of her beautifully
embroidered Ukrainian shirts, pillows and
tablecloths. The design of these intricate items
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is representative of Hutsul Motif and deeply
cherished and displayed in our homes.

Tato completed his basic and middle school
years in Usteriky, surrounded by nature, beauty-
ful farms and pastures, remarkable Hutsul archi-
tecture and caring teachers. He was very inte-
rested in geography and history, but had a
strong passion to learn poetry and literature. As
he grew older his desire was to be a soldier, with
rank, in the Ukrainian Army. With the outbreak
of World War II; he joined the Ukrainian Army
with friends and later became part of his ulti-
mate coveted dream: The Ukrainian “Diviziya”,
which he has shared many memories over the
year with his colleagues and children. During
the war, Tato was transferred to Germany and
settled in Westphalia Germany. In Westphalia,
he was reunited with many Army buddies and
fellow Hutsuls. Tato worked at various jobs in
order to survive, built new friendships and
reunited with other Ukrainians in Bilefeld.
During one of the cultural nights, Tato was intro-
duced to the Matijkowycz family; my mother’s
parents, by chance and later, he met my mother;
she was a young tween or teenager with long
braids! What a lucky day this was for him!

My father emigrated to the U.S.A. in 1950. He
settled down in Providence, Rhode Island where
my mother’s family, the Matijkowycz’s were al-
ready living. Serendipity was on my dad’s side.
My mother and father were married on May 17,
1952 in Providence, Rhode Island. The lack of
employment encouraged our parents to move to
Buffalo, New York, where they resettled; reunit-
ed with friends from Germany and decided to
stay put. Tato found better employment at Chev-
rolet and he and my mother became the proud
parents of six children: Akacia, Orest, Kalyna,
Luba, Andrij and Marko; all born in Buffalo over
the years. He was a devoted husband to my

mom, Olha and a very dedicated father to his six
children; who were all christened at Saint Nicho-
las Ukrainian Catholic Church. Tato became
very active in the Ukrainian World Consolidation
of Hutsuls, the Ukrainian American Youth
Association, “Dnipro”, the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, the Ukrainian Nationalist
Organization and served other Ukrainian Cultu-
ral, political and social organizations. He loved
being with people, both young and old and
having discussion on Ukraine brightened up his
days.

As | reflect on the memories | have of my
father, the one that is most outstanding to me is
my father’s generous heart He was kind and
generous to his family, friends and Ukraine! He
was one of the most charitable people and he
would give you the shirt off his back !! Secondly,
he taught me to look immediately for the good
in people; look at a person’s good intentions,
motives and virtues. Thirdly, he was a faithful
husband, who stayed and looked after my mom
until she passed away.

Mychajlo Belmega was my teacher, my
“best friend” and confidant! His dreams, ideas
and kind words will always live in my heart! |
shall miss you, Tato, more than words can
express. (Akacia T. Belmega)

Banns of Matrimony (2)
Gregory Richmond McQuiggen, son of
Kevin S. and Nadia R. Hreshchyshyn &
Ashley Lorraine Coomber, daughter of
William and Karen Pickel
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HamipsiloTb BCTYNYTU B CTaH CYNpYXUIA
Iperopin Piumona MkKBirreH, cuH
KeBuHa i Hagi MpewmwmH i
Auwnen JloppeiiH Kymbep, aoHbka
Bacuns i KapeH MMiken
Lie apyra Onosiab.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav: "The Ukrainian power
hasn't fully estimated the importance of
relations with Vatican for national interests yet"

“Unfortunately, | don't see today a clear strategy for
development of relations between Ukraine and Vatican.
The state policy is beyond the competence and influence
of the Church, although it doesn't mean that we cannot
have our own civil position in this matter. And we speak
out on it. Someone might even think that we do it too often
and too courageously. If we don't have our own policy,
then we will be imposed a foreign one!”

This was declared by the Head and Father of the UGCC
His Beatitude Sviatoslav in the interview for the Religious-
Informational Service of Ukraine, ;
analyzing the Havana declarat-
ioninit. Let us remind you that
the meeting of Pope Francis and
Patriarch Kiril and their signing a
joint declaration stirred up the
Ukrainian society.

The Primate of the Church
observed that the Ukrainian
power has not realized the im-
portance of relations with
Vatican for the national interests ¥
fully enough: "We are becoming witnesses of how
actively our northern neighbor imposes itself on the Holy
See and tries to use it as a tool for its own advantage.” In
his opinion, "Those who are trying to oppose Ukraine to
the Holy See or make an impression in the society that
Vatican 'makes friends with Moscow' against Ukraine, is
the force working against our national interests."

In his interview the Head of the Church explains that
unity of the UGCC with the Holy Father is not based only
on political or diplomatic reasons. But it is an object of
our faith and an integral part of identity of our Church. "I
remember how in the Soviet times, when communistic
propaganda was convincing our people that Vatican and
the Pope are enemies of the Ukrainian nation, one elderly
woman said very simply: "Let them speak whatever they
like, but we have always been and will always be with the
Pope." | understand only now that it was an authentic
people's manifestation of Christian faith," he went on.
"We all need to remember this testimony especially
today."

He also recalled the role of the Roman Hierarchs
regarding the contemporary Ukrainian history: "Pope

Pius XlI sharply decried Soviet atheistic propaganda and
destroying the UGCC, saving tens of thousands of
Ukrainian emigrants from ‘repatriation’ to the Siberia.
Then in a short period of time Rome created eparchies
and exarchates for Ukrainians on various continents,
which became crucial for saving Ukrainians in the world.
After World War Il Vatican and Roman Catholics
supported not only church structures and charity work
but also became the advanced patrons of the Ukrainian
culture in Europe..." Thus, Pope Saint John XXIII took
efforts to release Patriarch Josyph Slipy and Pope Saint
John Paul ll, as the most venerable world leader, was
systematically speaking Ukrainian for 27 years. Pope
Benedlct XVI contlnued this tradition, clearly speaking
regarding totalitarianism and
historic truth about the events
in Ukraine. This line is also
kept by Pope Francis.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav is
convinced that at this difficult
for Ukraine time we need to
take every effort to develop
the relations between our
state and the Holy See
"Strategically our biggest
desire is to move towards
concluding a concordat — comprehensive inter-state
agreement - between Ukraine and Vatican"

Analyzing points of Havana declaration, signed by
Pope Francis and Patriarch Kiril, the Head of the UGCC
noted: "The Pope confirmed that its text isn't
unmistakable, it's not 'a page from the Gospel". It cannot
be diminished but we shouldn't overestimate it either. We
can and should criticize it. What matters here is not
abstract agreements or schemes but the fate of Church
and my personal responsibility before the faithful and
society."

"When a year ago | was speaking about the pain, | was
not speaking on my own behalf but became the voice of
the Ukrainian society, whose wounds were touched upon
by the declaration or its interpretation," he added. The
Head of the Church also said that after the declaration was
signed, he spoke to Cardinal Kurt Koch, the head of the
Pontifical Council on Promoting Christian Unity: "l hope
that our ecumenical position will be taken into account by
their experts in the future, and studying the ecumenical
context of Ukraine will be seriously considered.”

The UGCC Department of Information



3 paaia " Muaocepaunit Gamapanuu"

CesTa LlepkBa, rotytoun Hac go Benukoro nocry, Bka-
3ana Ha neplni KpoK A0 HaBEPHEHHSA Yy MPUTYI NPo MuU-
Taps i (papuces — e nokopa. A Ui€i Hegini BoHa, HaBo-
OSYM NpUTYY Npo GnyAHOro CHHA, BYWTb, SIK BUINAAAE
noBepHeHHs1 fo bora B npakTuui. A ge nokopa i ckpyxa
cepus, TaM BigkpuTa gopora go boxoro munocepas.

3HaBui CeaATtoro lucbma Ha3uBawTb MPUTHY MpO
OnygHoOro cvHa neprvHOl cepep ycix nputd. BoHa mae
rmnbokoMopanbHUI 3MicT, a ii ApamaTnyHa icTopis BiYHO
NOBTOPHETLCA B CEPLAX MiNbMOHIB AYLL Y LifIOMY CBiTi.
BryaHui cUH — Lie CUMBON KOXHOI rpiuHoi gywi. 3a go-
NOMOTOH0 Lii€i NPUTYi NepeKoHyEMOCS, WO Hillo 3eMHe He
MOXXe 3aCMOKOITH Hawe G6axaHHs wacts. NpaeauBe Wwac-
TA i CcNOKin Tinbku Tam, e MNocnoab Bor, Haw nGNAYMIA
Batbko. [lesiki yuuteni AyXOBHOrO XMTTA Ha3UBaKOTb LK
onoBiab nputyeto npo Boxy n6os.

KoxHui, xTo yepe3s rpix 3anuwae bora 1 wykae wacta
no3a Hum, paHo uu ni3Ho Oyae 3mylleHMI cka3aTyh COOi
pa3om i3 6nyaHuM cuHoMm: "BcTaHy Ta 1 nigy go 6artbka
moro" (Jlk. 15, 18), — Ta npomoBNATA pa3om 3i CBATUM
ABrycTUHOM, Lo A0Bri Nita 6yB 6nygHum cuHom: "Hecno-
KiliHe Hawe cepue, Boxe, Bokn He cnoymnHe B To6i".

3a npuknag go uiei nputui Icyc Xpucroc 6epe xutTs
6aratoi poamHu. Monogwwuii CMH nparHe NoBHoOI CBO6oAM,
o6 xuTK 3a GaxaHHsAMM cBOro cepus. Tox Bupilye no-
KMHYTM GaTbKiBCbKWIA AiM i 3a0paTi CBOKO YacTKy MaliHa.

3a XuAiBCbKMM 3aKOHOM HaWCTapLIOMy CHMHOBI Mpw
nodini maniHa Hanexano ABi TPETUHM MAETKy, a OAHY
TPETUHY AiNUIM NOMiXK MHIIMMKU CMHaMK. Y poauHi Byno
TiNbKU ABOE CUHIB, TOX MOMNOALLIOMY NpuUnana TpeTuHa.

Mepwi AHi ¥ micAUi BINbHOro XWUTTA No3a POAUHHUM
JOMOM Oynu Ans HbOrO Taki papicHi, Muni, Wacnmsi.
HeobmexeHa cBob6ogda, NOBHA KanuTka, 6arato npusTe-
niB, — a BOHU 3apa3 3HaWgyTbCA TaM, Ae rpoLi — BiYHi
3abaBu pobunu 6yaHOro cUHa Haye N'sHUM Bif 3aA0BO-
neHHs i wacTa. Ta BiH we gobpe He HAXUBCA, KONK, Have
BECHSIHUM CHir, CTONUBCA WOr0 MAETOK, We3NKn npusTeni,
nomepknu 6eHkeTH 1 3a6aBw, a BiH 3anmwmBcs 6e3 3aco-
6iB go xuTTA. A g0 TOrO e B Til KpaiHi, Ae nepebyBas,
HacTaB Benukui ronog. | Tak Garaubka AUTMHA XOY-He-
XOY CTa€e nactyxom cBuHeW. XXuau BBaxanu CBUHeW 3a
HeYMCTMX TBapUH, TOX ByTH iXHiM NacTyxoMm yBaxanocs
3a HalbinbLUe NPUHMKEHHS.

Cepepn Gigu i ronogy NPUXOANUTb NPaBUIbHE PiLIEHHS.
BrnyoHuin cuH Bupiye noBepHyTMCA [0 GaTbKiBCbKOro
pomy. BiH rotoBui HaBiTb GyTH 3a cnyry B A4OMi CBOro
Oatbka. Ta poOpuii 6aTbko nepwmit 6epe 1Moro y cBOI

06iMK i noBepTace rigHICTb CUHA, Jakumn WOMY CBATOY-
HWIA opsAr, nepcTeHb i caHaanu. Ha Cxopi gatm komycb
CBATOYHUIN ofAr Oyno 03HaKoK 0COBNIMBOTIO Big3Ha4eH-
Hsi. MepcTeHb 3 nevatkoto 6yB cumeonom Bnagu. Moro
HOCUIM Koponi 1 BUCOKi AocTolHuku. Y Bibnii yutaemo,
Wo Kony thapaoH 3po6us Mocudra cBoimM HamicHMKoM Hap
€runToM, TO "3HSIB 3 PYKU CBOEI NEPCTEHb 3 MEYaTKOH,
HacTpommB itoro Mocudosi Ha pyKy, ogsarHys iioro B wa-
TV BiCOHOBI, BKJ1aB 30/10TMIA NaHLOr Ha iioro wuk" (Byr.
41, 42). CaHganu cBigYMnM NpPo 3aMOXHiCTb, 60 OiaHi
X0AuNN GOCOHIX.

Dopori B Xpucri! Mputya npo 6nyaHoro cuHa mMae ans
Hac rnuboko cuMBoOniYHe 3Ha4YeHHs. Ocmuchntoum i, MU
CMOHTaHHO BiAYYBa€EMO, L0 6nyAHUI CUH — Lie Oy Ab-XTO
3 Hac, KOXHa NIAWHA, sIka Yepe3 CBOI rpixv nokupae
locnopa Bora. Tomy us npuTya ANA KOXHOro Taka 6nu3b-
Ka, 60 € Haye YaCTMHOK IHTUMHOI iCTOPII HALOro XMTTS.
BoHa — Lie Bi4YHMIA cCUMBON HaLwoi HeBipHOCTH WwWopo oc-
noga Bora, ane 1 cumBon GesrpaHuyHoro Boxoro muno-
cepas. CborofHiWwHiN CBIT poiTbCA Bif ONYAHUX CUHIB i
HoHboK. ToX i cborogHi gpama Ui€i npuTyi yacTo-rycro
NOBTOPHETLCA Y MMOMHI cepaeLb MinbnoHiB ayw. Kox-
Ha NnoanHa € abo TUM CTapLIMM CMHOM, L0 3aBXau Bip-
HWiA cBOEMY 6aTbKOBi, 860 MONTIOAWMM CUHOM, SKWIA LLON-
HO Yepe3 TSXKKMNA | Ayxe GONiCHMI AOCBIA XKUTTS Nepeko-
HYETbCH, WO no3a OaTbKiBCbKMM AOMOM Hife Hema
wacTa.

Mputya npo GnyaHOro cuMHa BuYMTbL Hac, wo Mocnogb
Npowae i NPUIUMae HaBiTb HaNbINbLWOro rpilHKUKa, KoMK
TOW KaeTbCA y CBOiX rpixax. Icropisi nioackkoro pogy —
ue ictopia boxoro munocepas. "Munocepas lNocnogHe,
— Kaxe ncanmoniBelb, — Bif BiKy i A0 BiKy, Hag TUMMK,
wo 6osiTbea Moro™ (M. 103, 17).

Yca Gorocnyxba Ui€i Hefini NoeTUYHO Ha NpuKnagi
MapHOTPaTHOro CMHa 3MarnboBYE i Tyry 3a borom rpiwHoi
Aywi, i il Hyxay, i nnav Hag ynagkom, Xanb i wupe KasTTs,
i no6oB Ta Mmnocepas HebecHoro BiTusA. HaBiTb Hanisu
UbOr0 [HA HaragylTb MNOKasiHHO-MONMTOBHMA nnay
ayui...

"Mi3Haimo, 6partTa, TaiHcTBa cuny, 60 6yAHOro cuUHa,
Lo BiA rpixa npuGir 4o 6aTbKiBCLKOro Aomy, npegobpui
0aTbko nobaumBLLK Linye, | 3HOBY Aapye NOMY PO3yMiHHS
CBOEI CMaBu Ta CnpaBnsic OeHKeT, He3po3yMinuii Ans
XWUTeniB Heba, 3aKOMIOKUM rogoBaHe Tens, WoO6 i mMu
pasom nepebyBanu 3 yonosikonw6Hum OTuem, WO
3aKonoB, i 3i cnaBHow xepTBow, Cnacutenem ayw
Hawwmx".

(0. Onisin Kampiti, MMiznat Ceiti 06p’ad)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. (S.4.S.)

The Church gives us another example today, about
repentance in order to help prepare us for Great Lent. The
Parable of the Prodigal Son in today’s Gospel reading
according to St. Luke is most beautiful. Jesus tells us this
parable to remind us of God the Father, to entreat us to
believe that regardless of our circumstances, despite our
sinfulness, there is someone who loves us, someone who
will gladly embraces us, someone who desires to bring us
home - and that someone is our Heavenly Father. Jesus
tells us this parable of a young, rebellious man who
demands his inheritance money from his father. A father
who is old - and an egocentric son who it seems cannot
wait for him to die. But soon afterwards, we are told how
this young man wasted his inheritance on a foolish
lifestyle; how his bad choices catch up with him and he
then finds himself desperately hungry, and forced to eat
scraps which even the swine have left behind. Humbled
and ashamed, he practices his apologies and tries to think
of the best way to go home and face his father. The father
in today’s Gospel did not go in search of the younger son.
The son had to make the decision himself to come back,
“l will arise and go to my father” (Luke 15:18). That is a
decision we all must make at one time or another, to
eventually leave behind our sinful desires and return to
God, our Father. We can all remember times when we
made poor choices and needed to figure out how to make
things right again. But the greeting this young man was
expecting was nothing like the one he received. “While
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him” (Luke 15:20).

Of all the scenarios, this man had played out in his
head, this was the most unlikely one he expected, and yet
it is the one that God is willing to give to each of us, in
spite of our mistakes. | remember a time when | was just
a youngster and broke my grandmother’s favorite vase, a
beautiful hand-crafted vase that has been passed down
through the family for years. It was priceless and | was
utterly foolish. While playing with my favorite red
bouncing ball in my grandparents’ house, something that
| was told not to do, | accidentally ricocheted the ball off
my foot and struck the table, which knocked over the vase
before | could catch it. | immediately felt sick to my
stomach; | had done something that | could not take back
and | wondered how | would tell my grandmother. When
she walked in the door from the garden, | even hid under
their bed, trying to think of what to say. I finally came out

from under the bedspread sobbing, grandma saw what |
had done, | can still see the broken vase in her hands, and
then she did the most unexpected thing - she opened her
arms and hugged me tight as she wiped away my tears.
Between sobs | told her how sorry | was and | even offered
to give her my favorite red bouncing ball in exchange, but
then she simply held me tighter, and told me it would be
our little secret when grandpa came home. Despite my
poor choice, my careless actions, | knew my grandmother
always loved me, and she taught me a great deal about
love and forgiveness that day - a lesson | shall never
forget but surely hope | keep extending to others
throughout my life. The parable of the Prodigal Son is a
beautiful story of what Jesus depicts the love of our
Heavenly Father to be - such unconditional love and
understanding, such generosity and concern, such com-
plete and unceasing forgiveness, and so much more. This
parable strikes deep within our hearts, because we all
have the same need as the Prodigal Son, we all have this
overwhelming desire, this heartfelt longing to be loved -
and ultimately to receive our Heavenly Father's Love.
There is no doubt in my mind that this prodigal son felt
loved and treasured once again in his father’s embrace,
just as my grandmother made me feel loved. | am also
convinced that we can all think of many such persons in
life who have given us this same unconditional love which
comes from God the Father: our parents, grandparents,
children, spouses, and friends. And now picture in your
mind how you felt when after you failed at something,
when after you were selfish or thoughtless, one of your
loved ones was there to embrace you and love you - just
like this prodigal son. Love is a choice, and when we
choose to allow God’s love to work through us, we no
longer feel unclean and we are no longer unworthy,
because God has made us complete and perfect in His
image and love. And that my friends - is the greatest
comfort in our hour of need. No one knows us better than
God does, the One who made us! Psalm 139 says it best:
“Lord, You know when | sit down and when | rise up; you
understand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path
and my lying down, and are intimately acquainted with all
my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it all”. And yet God, who knows
our sinful and selfish nature, loves us at a depth we
cannot even begin to fathom. Our Father is out there
searching for you and for me, reaching out to us with
grace and understanding, because like the father in
today’s Gospel reading, He is waiting to welcome us



home, patiently waiting for us to take His hand and be
embraced for all Eternity. How much more then should we -
as imperfect people - reach out to those who need our love,
accepting them for who they are with steadfast reassurance
and understanding?

Shelly was a waitress at a home-style restaurant on the
weekends. It was a small community, but everyone knew
each other. One day, as she was finishing her shift, she saw
a young man sitting in her section with a cup of coffee, in
front of him, and he had no menu. He looked to be about
nineteen or twenty. He looked very exhausted and weather-
ed by many hardships that Shelly knew nothing about. He
was not from around her town, and Shelly had no idea of the
drugs, sex, and frivolity that had run his life rampant and into
the ground, she only knew he was a young man who seemed
to be in need. He was dressed in tattered clothes with several
obvious body piercings. When Shelly asked him if he wanted
anything, other than the coffee she had poured him, he told
her that he just came in to get out of the cold. He said he did
not have the money to pay for the coffee so he had not
touched it. Shelly told him to enjoy his coffee, as she would
buy it for him. She then made a statement, out loud, more to
herself, that she should hope if ever she did not have the
money for a cup of coffee, someone would see fit to buy her
a cup as well. Others had overheard their conversation and
a little later, when Shelly came back to check on the young
man, she saw that he was crying. She went over to him and
asked if he was all right? He said that the people, who had
been sitting at the next table, bought him a meal on their way
out. Then another couple came over to him and asked him if
he had a place to stay, and even gave him their address. He
continued and said that a gentleman, a couple of booths
over, offered him a job washing cars at a garage. He said
when he woke up this morning; he had decided that this was
to be his last day on earth. He was going to end it all. He had
squandered all the money he ever had, he had betrayed
everyone who loved him; committing awful offenses for
which he was not proud of and could not take back. He went
on to say that recently times had become very hard. He said
he had nowhere to turn. But now - he had a job, a place to
stay, and a warm meal in his stomach. All this unfolded
because he took a chance to come in, out of the cold, and
was brave enough to admit that he had no money, and admit
that he made mistakes. Shelly had no idea that the young
man was so down on his luck, but days later he returned to
the restaurant to thank Shelly, smiling because he had taken
that job, relieved because he had a safe place to stay, and
grateful for the second chance he was given in life.

This is the spirit of Lent. The whole journey toward Easter
can become our own if we can stand in examination of our

lives, see how far we have brought ourselves from the life
God intends for us, and then long, truly long to return to our
true home. The Father gives His inheritance to His son; He
stands watch for the return of His lost child; His forgiveness
is so swift and so great that the wayward son cannot even
finish his pleas for mercy before the Father has embraced his
return. He rejoices, above due measure, when the lost is
once again found. The Father's love is active, attentive, and
unconditional. Yet the parable teaches us also of ourselves.
We know from the moment today’s Gospel begins, that the
Prodigal Son represents all of humanity, and that Jesus tells
the story of our own sinfulness and error. Eventually, we
must all come to that sobering place, where we realize, much
like the Prodigal Son, that “All to no purpose have | left my
true home”. The Church tells us what God will do. He shows
us, as a loving Father, He will take us in His arms, and will
put the ring upon our finger. That is the image of God, which
is within man. My brothers and sisters, God our heavenly
Father is outside the door waiting for us to come home. As
we return, He runs to us, embraces us in His arms and invites
us into His kingdom saying, “All that | have is yours.” During
every liturgy, we receive the same invitation from Jesus,
“This is my Body which is broken for you... this is the cup of
my Blood, which is shed for you.” Like the prodigal son, let
us go into our Father’s house and rejoice in God saying - “All
that is mine is yours.” The Prodigal Son was given another
chance, in these days before our Great Fast, we too need to
be reminded of the chance that God has given to us - the
chance to be saved through the death and resurrection of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus - the constant opportunity to love and
be loved.
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