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If you have pictures connected with our Parish,
3aHux 3 napoxieto, npocumo nepecnatu. fiskyemo! please submit them to us for future use. Thanks!
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K February 16 — 2014 — 16 JTiotoro
E IEPKOBHHUHU BIGHUK
B Please come to mw’ = o —ogheg ——
R Dawn Nyznyk benefit _- =

February 22", 2014 @ 3 PM
Little Valley Fire Hall
A 101 314 St., Little Valley, NY 14755

R Spaghetti Dinner — eat in or take out
Live Music

Y Silent Auction
Door Prizes
16 50-50 Raffle

The Spaghetti Dinner will be $8.00
e for Adults and $6.00 for Children.

On April 17, 2013 Dawn suffered a
major stroke and brain aneurysm
that has resulted in an array of
complications; most notably leaving
her paralyzed on the left side of her
body. The benefit is to help offset the

. i
Dawn & Peter Nyznyk

Our supports and prayer mean so
much to Dawn and her Family.

cost of numerous medical bills and
special care necessities.



GHURGH BRULLETIN
Feb. 16 — PAII¥! — 16 JIroToro
IIEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

Feb. 16 Prodigal Son - BnygHoro CuHa
12:00 PM +Michel & Jula Michalow
(Michelle & Michael)
Monday, February 17 - MoH., 17 INioToro
8:15 AM +Credpania Akumis (AHHa MenbHuK)
Tuesday, February 18 - loH., 18 lioToro
10:00 AM 3a lpocnasy .
Cn. boxoro Natpispxa Nocuda
Wed., February 19 - Cepepa, 19 Iliotoro
9:15 AM +Andrew Kopnak (Peter Maxim)
Thu., February 20 — Yer., 20 CiyHs
3:00 PM +Osypa & Andrij Deneka (Amy D.)
Friday, February 21 - M’aTHunus, 21 NoTtoro
9:15 AM 3a NapoxisH - For Parishioners
Sat. 22 February — Cy6ora, 22 JltoToro
8:15AM +Bacunb CaBka
(OpyxwuHa KatepuHa i poauHa)
4:30 PM +Wolodymyr Osadciw (Wife)

Feb.23 Meat-Fare S. - M’'aconycHa H.
12:00 PM +Wasyl & Pelagia Kowalyk (Family)

Bible Meetting will be Thursday,
Feb 20, at 6:30 PM. Please attend!

Bibniini 3ycTpivi, Yetsep, 20 JlioTo-
ro o 6:30 Beu. lMpocumo Ao yyactu!

BiyHe Cgitno B yectb MN.[.M. roputs 3a
+Mapito (Mary) MeTpumH

MoxepTsa: A. i M. MNeTpuwumH

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.ias
(ITixg Omikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IA

16 JIrotoro — bayanoro Cuna

10:00 p. B. Ham. Muxaiina JlickeBuua
Int. of Michael Liskiewicz (Daughter & Family)

Ham MHuoras i bnaras Jlita!!!
Happy Many Years, Michael!

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Please Support our Sponsors

PHONE 893-1025

(‘*x

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

23 Jlotoro — M’'ssiconycHa Hegins

10:00 p. +Spocaas (M. iJI. Craciok)

As part of the new Church Directory,
which will be published early next
year, we are adding “Memorial
Pages” to the book. You can submit a
picture, (pictures) of your loved ones
for a cost of $20.00 a picture. You can
put the picture and check payable to
St. Nicholas in an envelope and put it
in the collection basket or drop it off
at the rectory. If you have any
questions, contact Elaine at
the parish office Monday or
Thursday from 9:00-1:00.

1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 8951404

ILAVIS
RAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550
Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 895-1404

Eternal Light burns for the intentenion
of Iwanyczko Family (Eliana)

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

) '\ :’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

Nick Hurmal(.
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian

DNIPRO M JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

- :
4166 Union Road

(Airport Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225

2321 Millersport Hwy
(Getzville Plaza)
Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.

of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

UkraiNnIAN YW YkpaiHCbKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ' OEJEPAJIbHA KPEAVTHA CTINTKA

www.rufcu.org 877-968-7828
Caitt 0o Csoeo no Casoe

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHECKING ACCOUNTS: [ NO minimum
balance 1 NO monthly service fees
[0 FREE Visa Debit Card ] FREE unlimited deposits
and withdrawals ] FREE ATM CO-OP Network -
access 28,000 surcharge-free ATMs
[ Direct Deposit available
SAVINGS ACCOUNT:
[0 NO monthly service fees
[0 Higher rates on deposits ] Money Market
[0 6 month to 5 year terms on Certificates & IRA
VISA®:
[0 NO annual fee I Credit limits up to
$10,00001 APR as low as 9.75%
[ FREE Travel & Auto Rental Insurance
LOANS:
[ Personal Loans[J New & Used Vehicles
[J Overdraft Lines of Credit
[ Recreational Vehicles
[0 Business Vehicles & Equipment
MORTGAGES:
0 Fixed & Adjustable Rates[1 5-30 year terms
[ Fast approval [ Business Mortgages
CONVENIENCE SERVICES:
[J  Online Applications for Mortgages & Loans
(] Online Banking & Bill Pay
[ CO-OP ATM Network®[] Phone Banking
[J Wire Transfers[] Direct Deposit

Other services: UFCU Scholarships,
Member magazine, wire transfers.
Membership requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.
Equal Housing Lender.

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

ph: (716)847-6655 fax: (716)847-6988
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Wed.,
10:00 am - 2:00 pm; Fri., 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

In Memoriam — Biuuas [lam’sa1p!

Fell asleep in the Lord
+Tekla Moczerniak nee Krawiec

é ’
o d

(November 20, 1929 - February 9, 2014)

At the age of 84, a Maintenance Worker for
Globe Albany, in Buffalo, NY.

Tekla was the beloved wife of the late Michael.
Devoted mother of Jaroslaw (Helen) Moczerniak,
Michael Moczerniak and the late Mary (Peter)
Petryshyn.

A loving grandmother of Barbara (Anthony)
Ross, Mark Moczerniak, Tanya (Dennis) Spinelli,
Peter Petryshyn and Michael (Kathy) Moczer-
niak. Fond great grandmother of David, Kelsey,
Zachary and Logan Bird, Juliana and Anthony
Ross, Ariana, Maria and Anthony Spinelli,
Jonathan, Maddie and Amy Moczerniak and
Andrij Petryshyn.

Sister of Pauline Regula, the late Sophie
Krawiec and Anna Bublyk.

We extend our sympathy to the Family and
friends. May she rest in oeace! BiyHasa Mam’aTb!

Our Annual Parish Meeting
will be held Sunday, March 2, after
the Coffee Hour following the
Divine Liturgy at 10 AM.

No noon Liturgy that day.

Please plan on attending!
ek kkh hnk

Hami 3araashi 300pu
BinOyayrbes y Heaisiro 2 bepesns
2014 P. b. 0 12 rop.
IIpocumo ycix 10 yyacrtu!

Illanoeni nani i nanoege!

Henins, 2 6epe3ns 2014 poxy
0 2:30 rox mo mostyaHi

3arauabHi 300pu
YieHiB YKpaiHCBKOI0
KyastypHoro Henrtpy «/IHIITPO»

3anpouryemMo BCiX 10 y4acTH.
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY

3 nosaczoro.
Jitoua ynpasa Ykpaincokozo
Kynemypnozo Llenmpy «/THIIIPO)

SIRRIRINNNININNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

2014 LUC dues are now payable.
Please make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Niagara Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to Ihor Pereyma,
38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210.

SIRRIRINNNININNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Prayers — Monuteu

“We also pray to the Almighty Lord for the
people of Ukraine who are struggling these
days to defend their God given rights and
freedom of speech, choice and religion. Grant
them all and especially leaders of the Ukraini-
an nation wisdom, good judgment and
discernment to find mutual understanding and
respect that would lead to a peacefull reso-
lution of the ongoing conflict, we pray to You,
O Lord, and have mercy."

“O merciful Lord and Lover of Mankind, look
down mercifully upon those who laid down in
sacrifice their lives for the improved future of
Ukraine in the ongoing conflict and for
hundreds of people that are wounded and hurt.
Bestow your healing power upon all who need
it that their sufferings be lessen and receive
full recovery, we pray to You, O Lord, and have

LLle monumocs Beemoryyomy Mocnogesi Ha-
WOMY 3a YKpaiHCbKUW HapoA Hal, Wo LMK
AHAMKM OopeTbCA 3axMcTuTh cBoi Borom paHi
npaea Ta cBob6oay cnosa, BUOOpY Ta Bipoicno-
BigaHHs. Mopan Momy, a ocobnuBo nigepam
YKpaiHCbKOI Hauii, MyapocCTi, po3cyanuBocCTi
Ta Aodpy paay i BONO 3HaWTH B3aEMHE NOpo-
3yMiHHA Ta nosary, AiKi A4O3BONATL AIUTU A0
MMWPHOI PO3B’SI3KM1 B LIbOMY MPOTUCTOSIHHIO, MU
monumocs Tobi, Bucnyxan i nomunyn.

MunocepgHui F'ocnogu i Yonosikontobue,
CMOrNsAHb MUIIOCTMBO Ha TUX, AKi noknanu i
MOXepTBYBanu CBOE XUTTA 3afns Kpawioro
ManbyTHLOro YKpaiHu i Ha COTHi NopaHeHuX i
Myu4eHux noaei. lMogan cBoro Nacky 3uineHHs
BCiM, XTO ii nOoTpedye, Wobm iXHi MyKu 3meH-
WMNMCA | BOHW NOBHICTIO BUAYXanu, M1 MOJU-
mocs Tobi, Focnoau, Bucnyxan i nomuny.

49 Bimain Coro3y YkpaiHok
IToBigomisie mo po3noyvanacst
opiyHa 30ipka Ha cTHUNEHIl 1JIA
He3aMOKHOI Mool B YKkpaini. Yekn
MoxxHa BunucyBatu Ha Ukrainian
National Women’s League. lyxe
asikyemo! 3a inpopmanissMu npocumMo
3BepPTaTHCH 10 pepepeHToK
49-ro Binainy:
3opsanu Anumun-bany — 668-9504
Oxcanu Canaur — 832-9331

49th Chapter of UNWLA
announces that “ we are accepting
Scholarship donations for needy
students in Ukraine.” If paying by
check please make it out to UNWLA
— Branch 49. Thank you very much!

NEWCOMERS - Storefront photography in-
stallation/exhibition featuring portraits creat-
ed by Lukia Costello of members of the WNY
refugee community, during her 3 year teach-
ing position as an adult English instructor for

Buffalo Public Schools Adult Ed. Division.

This show, funded by a 2013 NYSCA Indivi-
dual Artist Commission, features B&W port-
raits of members of the WNY refugee commu-
nity, will be hung in 10 storefronts along
Allen St. & EImwood Ave. Feb 7 - March 20th.

An artist talk will be held March 7th from 7-
8pm at El Museo at 91 Allen St. Allen.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
e We need help in the kitchen. Thank you!

¢ Our Christmas Dinner will bem Jan 12,
after the Liturgy at 11 AM.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OMIKOK MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %Pé’

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawrtsest Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTTSRNTIE http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Cyo0ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Onika Hax xBopumu
Family members should call the Rectory
Pomma IIOBUHHA IIOBiIIOMI/ITI/I CBAIIICHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Heaino,
23 JlroToro
Y uepKoBHiu 3ani
bynemo matu

OblA

(oCTaHHIN
nepea NMoctom)
[lpocumo
00 y4yactu!

February 23
We will have a

DINNER

In the
Church Hall
(The last one

Before the Lent)
Please attend!

FCI RO ENC CE SO A M EVAE LI often come into our lives. And, as we all know, or think

February 16,2014 A.D.
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Dear )

we know, spring is right around the corner. ©

It really is coming, although the way things are
unfolding, do you think we’ll continue to have snow till
April or May? All these recent storms have brought the
delightful announcement of “Snow Day!” a lot of times

(Your name right here, for your very own personal letter) this winter. It might snow till April or May, but there

Oh please, not another “weather letter!” Sorry, but
‘The Winter That Will Not End,’ is still, for sure, the news
in every hamlet, village, town, city and metropolis east
of the Mississippi in these United States.

What can | say? It certainly has been good to be living
in Buffalo this week. Yeah, it was very cold, but the days
are brilliant and sunny; the nights crystal clear, filled
with the glorious heavenly lights of the stars, and the
about to be full, Mr. Moon. We had our usual days of
flurries, and the almost every day occurrence of snow
showers or “streamers off the lake”, but we escaped the
big storm and its effects. We are very generous folks
around here and it gives us great pleasure to share the
wealth with our brothers and sisters down south, up
and down the east coast and even all the way up to New
England. Sorry for your troubles and difficulties,
Friends. Hang in there....this too shall pass.

| met several people from Maryland, Pennsylvania
and Virginia this week, who were in Western NY for
various reasons. They were super glad to be here and
not in the middle of ice, snow and power outages back
home. Imagine that....coming to Buffalo and avoiding a
snow storm! Pretty amazing!

It was a very tough storm for our family and friends
in Pennsylvania, New York, New England and also,
down in Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida. The holy prayer warriors down in Alabama
at EWTN even were hampered this week. The Masses
were celebrated and televised as scheduled, but there
were hardly any ‘customers’ in the pews. Father
Anthony said there was six inches of snhow on
Thursday. Wow! Hearing that, | suppose the old maxim
definitely holds true, ‘It’s all what you are used to.” We
sometimes get a six inch snowfall a few times a week
around the Great Lakes. Anyway, we pray you
survived, avoiding any danger or serious difficulty, and
you used the hardship and the sometime scary
moments as one of those character-building events that

might be some kids attending classes till the 4th of July
as they do their ‘make-up’ days.

Seriously though, have you noticed how much
daylight we are now enjoying? OI' Mr. Sun is on his way
back up north. The houseplants in the kitchen window
are straining to get their fill of the new warmth and light
as they turn and stretch their faces to the sun. As | write
to you on Thursday February 13 we have had sunrise
today at 7: 16 am and sunset will be later, at 5:44 pm.
Little by little, day by day, the beautiful light is breaking
into this dark winter world and giving us a renewed life
and spirit.

I'm looking forward to catching a glimpse of the
moon tonight as it has been so beautiful and almost full.
The nurses among us like to say they know when a full
moon is coming because of the bizarre actions of their
patients. They say it lasts for the few days as the moon
waxes full. Lucky nurses...at least the craziness goes
away in a day or so! For a parish priest, every day is a
full moon day! There’s always a full moon somewhere!
Juuuust joking! © Actually, if | like to observe the
moon and appreciate the beauty of the night sky, am |
then a “lunatic?”

The moon has always been observed closely by
earth’s inhabitants, not the least of which are our Native
Americans. Do you know they have a name for each full
moon which occurs over the course of the year? For
example, they call the February full moon “the Full
Snow Moon,” since they felt the heaviest snows came
in February. Some of the tribes also refer to the
February full moon as “the Full Hunger Moon,” because
the harsh conditions made hunting and the gathering of
food so difficult.

The change in seasons is also now beginning to
happen in our church/spiritual life. Today, February 16,
will already be our third of five Sundays of preparation,
as we ready ourselves for the annual journey to Pascha.
Even before we begin the blessed and grace-filled time



of the Great Fast, we have five weeks of “packing
our bags” for the upcoming trip, i.e., getting
together all the things that will help us on our
travels to Pascha. On each of the Sundays,
especially by the Gospel reading, we are given the
theme for the week ahead. For example, Feb. 2 was
“the Sunday of Zaccheus,” where we learned the
importance “to desire to see the Lord.” Then last
week it was “the Publican and the Pharisee” with
the lesson of humility. Today, February 16, is the
beautiful and moving “Parable of the Prodigal
Son,” teaching us that we must return to the
Father’s house, where He awaits our coming home
from the foreign land of our exile, as He looks down
that road, hoping every day, that today is the day
of the return of My child. And when He sees us, He
runs to us, puts His arms around us, and welcomes
us back into our house, to live with Him! Next week
is called “Meatfare Sunday” when we say “farewell
to meat” and receive the theme of “priorities in our
life.” We will be hearing the Gospel of The Last
Judgment, and be clearly made aware of what is
truly important and meaningful in our lives, i.e., “To
love God and our neighbor.” “Cheesefare Sunday,”
with it's ‘good-bye’ to dairy products, is the last of
the preparation days before we actually begin the
time of the Great Lent. The last “item” we put in our
traveling bag is forgiveness. “Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us,” we pray in the Lord’s Prayer. As we
forgive, so too will the Lord forgive us our sins
against Him. And then we are ready to enter into
the “Spring-time of our souls,” bringing renewal of
body, mind and spirit. We are now ready for our
journey, fully armed to ‘fight the good fight.” The
Church then calls us to this time of splendor and
delight. The Lenten spring shines forth, the flower
of repentance! Let us cleanse ourselves from all
evil, crying out to the Giver of Light; “Glory to You,
O Lover of mankind.” (Vespers of Cheesefare)
Even as we look forward to the coming of the
natural spring in the world, so, too, do we look
forward to, and welcome, the time of renewal of our
souls. Let us pray for one another as we indeed
“journey to Pascha.”

And let us always pray for each other wherever we
are, or wherever our brothers and sisters are, and for
allin need. We pray for the sick and the suffering and
the grieving. Let us remember to pray for the people
of Ukraine as once again that country is threatened
by the godless communist regime. May God bless
the efforts of those fighting that good fight. We
indeed pray for a peaceful and bloodless end to the
protests and standoff. The protests there once again
underline the fact that “Freedom is not free,” but is
gained and maintained by hard work, vigilance and
sacrifice. BTW, there are many videos coming from
Ukraine, but if you haven’t yet seen the one entitled,
“l am a Ukrainian,” you've got to check it out. A
young, college age girl gives a clear, heartfelt, two
minute explanation about everything that is going on
in the Square and in the country. Simply, people
yearn to be free! People will be free! The line between
freedom and tyranny is so close, that unless there is
constant vigilance and concern for the good, tyranny
can gain the upper hand. See what is happening right
here under our noses in the USA. The godless and
lawless ‘regime’ is already doing much the same as
the Putin group over there! Will we see the same
thing in our streets?

God will win, have no fear! Little by little, day by
day, the beautiful Light is breaking into the dark
world, renewing our life and our spirit! God bless
you! Mary protect you!

In His Love,

Fr. Ray

Thank are extended to

Mr. Gary Ptak

For his many hours work on
correcting light in the church.
Gary is not a member of our Parish,
but he supports us often. Thank you!
May the good Lord bless you abundantly!

Thanks are also aextended for all volun-
teers, to many to mention by name. The Lord
knows and He will repay you hundredfold.

From Good Samaritan Ukr. Radio Program

Having spent much of my life in an area surround-
ed by water, | have come to learn a few things about
the process of life from watching the beauty of God
in all things. Imagine the hot sun, salty air, and
rhythmic waves of a beach. We have all visited one
from time to time. Now, imagine a little boy on his
knees scooping and packing the sand on the beach
with small plastic shovels into a bright blue
bucket. The boy then tips the bucket upside down
on the surface and lifts it. To the delight of the little
architect, a castle tower is created. All afternoon he
will work. Spooning out the moat. Packing the
walls. Bottle tops will be his sentries. Popsicle
sticks will become bridges. A sandcastle will be
built. Now imagine a big city with busy streets and
rumbling traffic. Picture a man in his office. At his
desk he shuffles papers into stacks and delegates
assignments. He cradles the phone on his shoulder
and punches the keyboard with his fingers. Numbers
are juggled and contracts are signed, and much to
the delight of the man, a profit is made. All his life he
will work, formulating the plans. Forecasting the
future. Annuities will be sentries. Capital gains will
be bridges. An empire will be built. We have two
builders, at different stages in their lives, building
two kinds of castles! They have much in com-
mon. They shape granules into grandeur. They see
nothing and make something. They are diligent and
determined. And for both - the tide will rise and the
end will come. Yet that is where the similarities
cease. For, the boy sees the end while the man
ignores it. Watch the boy as the dusk approach-
es. As the waves draw near, the wise child jumps to
his feet and begins to clap. There is no sorrow. No
fear. No regret. He knew this would happen. He is
not surprised. And when the great wave crashes
onto his sandcastle and his masterpiece is spread
out across the sea, he smiles. He smiles, picks up
his tools, takes his father's hand, and goes
home. The grown-up, however, is not so wise. As
the wave of years collapse on his castle, he is terri-
fied. He hovers over the sandy monument to protect

it. He blocks the waves from the walls he has
made. Salt-water soaked and shivering, he snarls at
the incoming tide, but the ocean need not respond
because they both know to whom the sand be-
longs. There is much to learn from sandcastl-
es. Children know this. The next time you visit the
beach - just watch them and learn. | have. And as
you continue through life - go ahead and build - but
build with a child's heart. Ask yourself, what are my
castles made of? And when the sun sets and the tide
comes tumbling in - applaud. Salute the process of
life; then be willing to take our Heavenly Father's
hand and head home.

While some people spend their lives building bigg-
er homes, buying better cars, and trying to make their
own powerful monopoly, they lose sight of the fact
that the only thing they should really be building is
an everlasting relationship with God the
Father. Jesus said, "Approach me with the heart of
a child." Life is a journey that requires our complete
commitment and trust in God to know what is best
for us. We can only do this if we approach the Lord
with childlike innocence. Jesus said, "In my Father's
House there are many mansions, and if you will arise
from your circumstance, you will make it to the
House". This is the spirit of Great Lent in which we
must focus. The whole journey toward Easter can
become our own if we are able to stand in exami-
nation of our lives, see how far we have brought
ourselves from the life God intended, and then long,
truly long to return to our true home. We know from
the moment today’s Gospel begins, that the Prodigal
Son represents all of humanity, and that Jesus tells
the story of our own sinfulness and error. Eventual-
ly, we must all come to that place, when in the stark
reality of our sinful lives we realize, much like the
Prodigal Son, that “All to no purpose have I left my
true home”. We have all sinned, and we have all
squandered the riches of God. But just like the
Prodigal Son was given another chance, in these
days before Great Lent, we need to be reminded of
the chance that God has also given to us - the chance
to be saved through the death and resurrection...



