From Pyrohy for Peace - Slavko & Bohdan, Thank You! - Mnohaya Lita, Michael! F §

< Mnohaya Lita, Fr. Andriy! - Mnohaya Lita, Nadia! ||| God Bless You all!!! |||
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IkoHocTac i Mo3aiku CB Codpii B Pumi, ITanm Iconosta5|s and mosaics in St. Sophla Rome, Italy.
“[lHecb HacTaB pafiCHWUIA AeHb | NOBHUMA YTixn, 60 OGNMWMUTL ACHICTL HaWNPaBAMBIWMX AOrMaTiB, i cAE
XpuctoBa LlepkBa, npuKpalleHa HWHI BiZHOBNEHHAIM CBATUX iKOH i cAlBOM obpasiB, i borosi Mune
oaHomucHie BipHux”. - “36epiratoun npagiaHi 3akoxu Liepkem, nuwemo o6pasu Xpuctosi i Moro cesiux
Ta Winyemo ix yctamu, cepuiem i 6axaHHam, BauBatouu: “bnarocnosits yci gina MlocnoaHi Focnoga”
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M Saint Nicholas Church

LlepkBa CB. Mukonas
Y (Mig Onikoro M.0.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

TIOP’SNOK CB. MTYPTIiA

4:30 PM +Billy Nichols (Mary Ann DuBois)

25 Ilotoro: 1 Hepins Benukoro Mocty

Feb. 25: 2 S. of Lent — 2 H. Benukoro lNocty

12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a lNapoxisH

Monday, February 26 Ilotoro, MoHeginok
8:00 AM +Sophia Holowaty (L. Kuzminsky)

Tuesday, February 27 INtotoro, BisTopok
9:00 AM 3a 3g. lOnisHa Npewmwmnx Passmore
(Migis Ipewmnwmy)
Wednesdday, February 28 JlioToro, 'aTHuua
4:00 PM Presanctified gifts—Tpexaeocs. [lapu
Thursday, March 1 BepesHs, YetBep
9:00 AM +CredaHis Ocagua (cuH CtenaH)
Friday, March 2 BepesHs, ['aTHUuA
12:00 PM Presanctified gifts-lpexaeocs. apu
Sorokousty - CopokoycTtu
Saturday, March 3 BepesHs, CyboTa
7:30 AM For Parishioners - 3a lNapoxisH

4:30 PM +Mary Petryshyn (Peter)

10:00 AM +[mutpo MMitonai (OYCY i OXKOYCY)

4 Bepesns: 2 Hepina Benukoro lMocty

March 4: 3 S. of Lent — 3 H. Benukoro Mocty

No noon Liturgy — Annual Meeting

Our Annual Parish meeting will take
place on Sunday, March 4, 2017 after the
10:00 Liturgy. There is no noon Liturgy
that day. If you have any questions or
concerns, this is the time and place to
make them known. Please attend!

Piuni 3aranbHi 300pu Hawoi napoxii Oy-
AYTb Ha Apyry Hepainto, 4 bepesHsa no Ca..
NMityprii 0 10 roa. Mpocumo Ao yyactu.

10:00 AM +Onekca, KatepuHa, Mupocnas i
Kcens MenbHuk (PoguHa)

Monutsa cB. Echpema CupuHa

lFocnogu i Bnaguko Xutrs Mmoro, Ayxa niHUBCTBA,
HepbanocTn, BNacTont6's i NycTocnoB's BikUHK
Bif MeHe. (NoKJIiH)
[yxa 4ncToTn, noKopu, TepnenuBocTH i N bo-
BW Aail MeHi cny3i TBOEMY. (NOKTIH)
Tak, Focnogu uapto, Aan MeHi 6aYnT NPOBUHM MO,
i He ocyxyBaTH GpaTa MOro Hi cecTpu Moei, 60 T
OnarocnoBeH ecy Ha Biku Bi4Hi. AMiHb! (noksIiH)

Prayer of St. Ephrem (+373)

O Lord and Master of my life, Take away from me

the will to be lazy and to be sad, the desire to get

ahead of other people, to boast and brag.
(Profound bow)

Give me instead, a pure and humble spirit, the
will to be patient with other people and to love
them. (Profound bow)

Let me realize my own mistakes, and keep me from

judging the things other people do. For you are
blessed, now and forever, Amen. (Profound bow)

Eternal Light burns for
Int. of lhor and Family

Biune Cgitno B Yectb .40.M
Foputb 3a Mup B YkpaiHi

For Peace in Ukraine.

Homes Blessings -
BnarocnoBeHHs AOMIB

if you still want your house to be
blessed, please call. Thanks!

* Kk

MpocuMo NOKNMKaTK, AKWO Xxo4eTe Wwob

e 3aMTK o0 Bac 3 bnarocrnoBeHHAM
pomy. Askyemo!

. PROFFESSIONAL (X
.

Nick Hurmak

OWNIR

(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR|

(716) 578-8185

112 DULAWARE
TONAWANDA, 45

FAX: {716) 2601254

www.redstarautomotive.com

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO

OHINPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

www .Pietszak.com

806 Clinton St.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

&3
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.

Buffalo Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



UkraINIAN Y. YkpaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -’ OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |[SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT Y
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NNEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

962 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.ukrainianfcu.org

www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For Your Old World Favori b
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
 Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon « Blood Kishika (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., e 000
Cheektowaga, NY (in Aémport Piaza) ﬁ mtd B0 Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 =i W 688-1495

- = —> llaHoBHi naHi i naHoBe! < & <
Hepins, 4 6epe3nsa 2018 p. o0 1:00 rog no non.
3aranbHi 36opu YUneHiB YkpaiHcbKoro
KynbtypHoro LienTtpy «AHIMPO»

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY
3anpolyemo BCiX A0 y4acTu.

3 nosaroto.

[itouya ynpasa
YkpaiHcbkoro KynbtypHoro LienTtpy «AHIMPO»

2321 Millersport Hwy,

2018 LUC dues of $7.00 are now payable to:

Ihor Pereyma,
38 Lester St. Buffalo, NY 14210.

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

The Ukrainian National Women's
League of America - Branch 49 - is
collecting money for their
Scholarship Fund.

We assist needy and orphaned

Ukrainian Students get an education.
Please make your checks out to
UNWLA Scholarship Program.
For more information contact:
Zoriana Bunche - 668-9504

L

Coto3 YkpaiHOK AMepuKu
CtuneHpinHa akuis 49ro
Bianiny CYA B bacdpchano nosigomnse, wo 3
nepworo nrortoro 2018 p. po3noynHaeTbeCA
36ipka Ha
Ctunengininm ®onp CYA
ANA He3aMOXHOI Monogi B YKpaiHi...
[onomora € gyxe noTpibHa.

Yeku npocMmo BMNUCYBaTH Ha
Ukrainian National Women’s League.
MuHynopiyHi 3BiTH € y pecbepeHTok CYA
3a iHdhopmauisamu cnipg 3BepTatuca go:
3opsiHa byHu - 668-9504
CtuneHpinHa Akuis 49ro Bipainy CYA

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday March 18, 2018

"E‘-::}'- ras A\

At
Joseph
Hriczko Post,
29 Clemo St.,
Buffalo, N.Y.
after 12:00pm
Liturgy for
the reposed
and living

members of our
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
Fillmore & Oneida Sts., Buffalo, NY
COCKTAILS at 1:00PM
DINNER at 1:30PM includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members
And $15.00 for guests
Membership dues of $5.00 for the 2018 year
must be current and may be paid at the door.

For reservations call:
Maria Malaniak — 668-5105
Reservation deadline is March 11, 2018
Reservations are a must and liable. Thank you




A NOBNIO MUPOTU

Hepins, 25 bepesHsa
12:00 - 5:00
B 3ani MpaBocnaeHoi Liepkeu
Cearoi Tponui
200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

O6igatn abo Kynutu flogomy

IMuporu (pi3Hi) (KanycTa 3 koB6acoto
Mony6ui IConopake MNeunso
Macku IPosirpaw Kowwukis

36ip Kowris - Muporn 3a Mup
[na niaTpUMKK XepTB BilHKM B YKpaiHi

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com - (716) 847-1281

CnoHcopoBaHo YkpaiHcbkol Tpomagoto badhchano:
0O04CY, XOO04Cy, CYM, Mnact, PigHa Lkona,
YKKA, KynbtypHuit Lentp AHINPO, Mpomaacbkuii
LleHTep “HapogHui im”, YkpaiHcbka ®PeaepanbHa
KpeautoBa Cninka, Coto3 YkpaiHok Amepuku, Ykpa-
iHcbko-AMepukaHcbkun ®oHp Boni; Jlira Ykpain-
cokux Kartonukie, €Bpo-Oeni, CnaBik Basap,
YkpaiHcbki Lilepkeu: CB. Mukonas, CB. IBaHa XpecTu-
Tens, Ceatoi Tpoiui, Matepi Boxoi HeyctaHHOI
Momoui, Ca. Bacunis, Ce. Mapii, Ta BciMa nrogbmu
po6poi Boni, AkMM He 6angyxa gonsa Ykpainu!!!

Mpocumo napadisanbHy poauHy uepksu CBAToro
Mukonas 3a sonomory B NoXepTBYBaHHi CONOAKOrO,
KOWMKIB Ta NOAAPYHKOBUX KapToOK ANA posirpaiy
(BapTicTb 6nu3bko $25.00). Bu moxeTe noxeprTeyBa-
TV rpoLi Ha NpuAdaHHA KowKKa abo NoJapyHKOBOI
KapTKWU: NPOCTO NOKNafiTb CBOE NOXEPTBYBAHHA B
KOWMK nig 4ac nityprii, no3Haute «Ona Kowwkay,
abo BignpaBTe KOHBEPT B peKkTopilo abo BippanTe
voro oTuesi Map'aHy a6o IneiiH go 18ro BepesHs.

Yke NnpuUroToBneHi KOWMKM ANnga posirpawly MoXHa
npuHectu po M'atHuui, 23 BepesHa oo 3ani Luepksu
CeaToro Mukonas koxHoi ['aTHuui, 3 8:00 paHky go
3:00 noobigi, abo nicna HepinbHoi nityprii, abo go
pekTopii B nobuii MoHeginok Ta Yersepr 3 9:00
paHky go 12:00 noobigi.

Buneuky Takox MOXHa NpuBe3TH B Hally LiepKOB-
Hy 3anio 3 22 no 24 BepesHs.

Ockinbku Hawa napacisi € oaHUM i3 cnoHcopiB
uboro haHpeisepy, M1 cnoAiBaEMOCh, L0 3MOXEMO
po3paxoByBaTu Ha Aonomory napadisnbHoi poau-
Hu uepksu CeaToro Mukonas.

Byab nacka, Bi3bMiTb yyacTb!!!

| LOVE PIEROGI (Varenyky, Pyrohy)
Palm Sunday, March 25 - Noon - 5p
At Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

Eat In or Take Out

The organizers of the Pierogi’s for Peace Fund-
raiser have asked for the help of our parish in their
endeavor.

We are asking the Parish Family of St. Nicholas for
your help in donating Baked Goods, Theme Baskets
and Gift Cards (value around $25.00). You can
donate money for the purchase of a basket or a gift
card: just put your donation in the collection basket,
marked "Theme Basket", send it to the rectory, or
give it to Father Marijan or Elaine by March 18th.

Already made theme baskets can be brought to St.
Nicholas Hall Fridays, 8:00am - 3:00pm or after
Sunday's Liturgy or to the rectory on Monday's and
Thursday's 9:00am - 12:00 pm up to until Friday,
March 23rd. Baked goods can also be delivered to
our church hall March 22nd - 24th.

Our parish is one of the sponsors of this fund-
raiser. we hope we can count on you, for youp help.
Please take part!!!

Sponsored by Ukrainian Community in Buffalo,
ODFFU, WODFFU, CYM, Plast, Ridna Shkola, UCCA,
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, UA Freedom
Foundation; Slavic Bazaar, EuroDeli & Gifts, Cultural
Center DNIPRO, UA Civic Center, League of
Ukrainian Catholics - Niagara Frontier Council,
Ukrainian Churches: St. Nicholas, St. John the
Baptist, Holy Trinity, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St.
Basil, Saint Mary.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBath go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Christ is Born! Glory Him!
Xpuctoc PaxgaeTtbca! Cnasite Uoro!

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GEATOIO MUKOAAHA

(TIA OIMIKOK MPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT GARDS:

SR B (7) Xy

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtunm
rpilMKU YK KapTOUKOIO, ane LepKsa AictaHe Big
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepen Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTH CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!




“CALL TO PRAYER IN OUR FAMILIES”

We call upon all Christian families to nurture
shared morning and evening prayer in the family
circle. Especially we encourage you to gather
together and pray as a family in your homes at 9:00
o’clock in the evening (regardless of time zones). We
should pray, each one for their needs: for the family
as well as the parish, for the eparchy and the entire
Church, for peace in Ukraine and USA, for vocations
and other intentions. Therefore, let us begin this year
with prayer together, with reflection on God’s Word,
in selfless service to one another and with trust in
God!

Prayers:

In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Three times.)

Glory be to You, our God; glory be to You!

O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth! You
are everywhere present and fill all things. Treasury
of Blessings and Giver of Life, come and dwell within
us, cleanse us of all stain, and save our souls, O
gracious Lord.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us. (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father +and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; O Lord,
cleanse us of our sins; O Master forgive our
transgressions; O Holy One, come to us and heal our
infirmities for your Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy! (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father + and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.

Hail Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the Lord is with
you. Blessed are you among women and blessed is
the fruit of your womb; for you gave birth to Christ,
the Savior and Redeemer of our souls.

“3AKIMUK IO MONUTBW Y BALLUX POANHAX”

3aknukaemo yci Halli XpUCTUAIHCLKI POAUHYU nfe-
KaTu CMifIbHY PaHilLHIO | BEYiPHIO MONIUTBY B POAUH-
Homy koni. OcobnuBo 3aoxovyemo Bac 36upatuch
POAUHOIO Ha CNiNbHY MONMTBY Y CBOIX AOMiBKax 0 9
roauHi Bevyopa (HesanexHo BiA 4acoBOro noscy).
Monutucb MaeMo, KOXeH 3a CBOi NOTpedu: 3a poau-
Hy Ta napadito, enapxito Ta uiny Hawy LlepkBy, 3a
mup B YkpaiHi i CLLIA, 3a noKnuKaHHS, Ta iHWi Hami-
peHHsi. ToMy pa3oM poO3MOYMHAUMO LUen piK Y
MONUTBI, Y po3BaxaHHi Hag CrnoBom Boxuwm, y xep-
TOBHOMY CNYXiHHi OOMH ofHOMY Ta Yy AOBip’l Ao
Bora!

Monuteu:

B im’a OTug i CuHa, i Ceatoro lyxa (3 p.).

Lapto HeGecHu, yTiwmTento, [lywe icTuHM, * wWwo
BCIOOM €CU i BCe HaNoOBHSELW,* ckapOe Aibp i kutTa
nopartento,* Npunamn i BCenucsa B Hac,* i 04MCTH Hac
Bif ycaKoi ckBepHU,* i cnacu, Bnarun, aywi Hawwi.

Ceatumn boxe, ceatui Kpinkun, ceatuin beacmept-
HWiA, noMunyn Hac (3 p.).

Cnasa Ortuto, i CuHy, i CBatomy [lyxoBi,* i HUHi i
NoBCAKYac, i Ha Biku Bi4Hi. AMiHb.

Mpecesita Tponue, nomuny Hac;* [ocnogwm,
OYMCTM Tpixu Hawi;* Bnaguko, npocT 6e33aKOHHSA
Hawi;* CBATUI, 3aBiTau i 3UinK HeMo4i Hawi iMeHun
TBOFO pagM.

Focnogu, nomunyi (3 p.).

Cnasa Ortuto, i CuHy, i CBatomy [lyxoBi,* i HUHi i
NoBCAKYac, i Ha Biku Bi4Hi. AMiHb.

OTye Hal, Wo ecu Ha Hebecax,* Hexal CBATUTLCA
iM’A TBOE,* Hexan npuiae LapcTBO TBOE,* Hexau
Oyae Bons TBOA, AIK Ha HeOi, Tak i Ha 3emni.* Xni6
Hall HacyWHUA Aal HaM CbOroAaHI* i NPOCTU Ham
MPOBUHM Hali,* AK i MU NPOLIAEMO BMHYBATLSAM
Hawum,” i He BBeAU Hac y CROKYCy,* ane BU3BOSM
Hac Bif NnykaBoro.

Boropoauue [iso, pagynca, bnarogatHa Mapie,
lFocnoab 3 Toboto, bnarocnoBeHHa Tu MiX XiHKkamu,
i bnarocnoBeHHui NNig noHa Teoro, 60 Tu nopoau-
na Xpucta Cnaca, I36aBuTens ayw Hawwmx.

B im’a OTug i CuHa, i Ceatoro lyxa (3 p.).

AMiHb.

3 papia "Muaocepannit GamapaHuu"
"lMpeyucmomy Teoemy obpa3oei noknoHsiemocb. bna-
2ull, npocsYU NPOLLeHHsI Hawlux nposuH, Xpucme boxe"

Mepwa Hepina Benukoro nocTy 3BeTbCA HeAinero
MpaBocnae'sa. PozBaxaemo 3a kKHWXkow 0. KOnisiHa
Katpis, MNisHaw cBiit 06pag. (Ceivapo, 2004.)

Mpo sike npaBocnas'a TyT nge mosa? Cnoeo "npa-
BocnaB'a", no-rpeubku "opTopoKcia”, o3Havae ic-
TUHHY Bipy i npaBamBe nouyutaHHa Mocnopa bora.
Tox MoBa TYT He NPo NpaBoOCnaB's, Ike MU CbOTrOAHi
pO3yMiIEMO K KOTpaCh i3 XPUCTUAHCLKUX KOHheCIH,
ane npo npaBocnaB's, ke Oyno cninbHe gnsa uinoi
XpuctoBoi Liepkeu ax go poskony CxigHoi i 3axig-
Hoi Llepksu B XI cTopiuui. MpaBocnas's, sike CBATKYE
U HeAins, ue npaBocnaB's BCeNEHCbKO-KaToONULb-
Ke, horo Bu3HaBana uina Xpucrosa Liepksa nepumx
BiKiB y 60poTb0i NpoTH epeci ikoHobopcTBa. Hepins
MpaBocnas's Le TopxecTBO Winoi Liepksu, CxigHoi i
3axigHoi, Lie pagicHe CBATKYBaHHA OCTaTOYHOI Nepe-
MOTM1 Hap iKOHOGOPCTBOM W MHLIMMU EPECAMM.

Hepinto MpaBocnas's ycTaHOBMB i Haka3aB Lopiy-
Ho cBATKyBaTH Cobop y KoHcTaHTMHONONI 842 poky.
MeTa uboro cesita — NPUNOAHO i YPOUUCTO BigAaa-
TV YeCThb | NOKNiH CBATUM ikoHaM lcyca Xpucra, MNpe-
yucrtoi fliBn Mapii i cBaTux. Ockinbku nepwe Top-
KeCTBO npaBocnaB's, ce6TO NpuNogHe NOYUTAHHSA
CBATUX iKOH nicna ocyay ikoHob6opcTBa, Bipdynocs
B neply HeAinto nocty 842 poky, To us HeAinsa Ao
CbOroAHI 3anuwumnaca Heainerw NOYUTaHHA CBATMX
iKOH, X04 Lie TOPXKECTBO He Ma€ Hi4oro cninbHoro 3
Benukum noctom. — lMornaHbMO Aewo 6nvxkye Ha
icTOpil0 iKOHOGOPCTBA Ta MPUYMHU BCTAHOBIEHHS
Hepini MpaBocnas's.

BusnauHa puca CxigHoi LlepkBu — ue AaBHE 1
ocobnuBe no4ynTaHHA cBATUX ikoH Icyca XpucTa, bo-
xoi Matepi, aHrenis i cBATUX. CBATUM ikOHam, nogi6-
HO fK i cBATUM Mowam, Xpuctosa LlepkBa Bipaae
Benuki novecri i nowaHy. BoHa ctaBuTb ix y xpami
ANA NPUNIOGHOro nounTaHHA. BoHa 3aoxouye, wo6
MU CBSAITI ikOHWM noynTanu Baoma ta —y hopmMi xpec-
TUKIB Y1 MeaanbWOoHIB — HOCUIK Ha CBOIX rpyAsX.

CBATi iKOHM 3a3HaBanu NPUNIOAHOI i NPMBATHOI
noyectn y CxigHin LiepkBi ax fo naHyBaHHA Bi3aH-
Tiicbkoro uicapsa Jlesa Il IcaBpia (717-741). Mig

BNNUBOM ABOX enuckonis 3 Manoi Asii BiH ocyaus
NOYMTaHHA CBATUX iKOH | BBaXaB MOro 3a iA0nonokK-
noHctBo. CBOK 60pOTLOY NPOTH CBATUX iKOH NOYaB
Bif TOro, Wo Haka3aB 3abpaty ikoHy Icyca Xpucra 3
Opamu ioro nanatu. A BigTak y 730 poui BiH BuaaB
LicapCbKUN LEeKpeT, SKUM 3a00POHUB MOYMTaAHHSA
CBATMX iKOH y Uinin aepxasi. Lium pekpetom y Cxia-
Hil LlepkBi NnouynHaeTLCA QOBra, 3aB3fiTa, OonicHa i
KpuBaBa 60poTb6a NpoTH CBATHX iKOH, 3HaHa B Liep-
KBi nig, Ha3BoO ikoHOGopcTBA. LA 6opoTLba 3 HeBe-
NMKMMU NepepBamu TpMBana noHag cTo NiT i 3aKiH-
yunacs CBiTNUM TPiItOMPOM NOYMTAHHSA CBATMX iKOH.

Llicapcbkui pekpet Haka3yBaB CBATI iIKOHU HULLK-
TW, NanuTH, a ixHix o6OpPOHLUIB yB'A3HIOBATK, BiA-
NpaBnATM Ha 3acnaHHA i HaBiTb MyunTu. MaTpispx
lepman | (713-730) He xoTiB nmipnucyBatu Licap-
CbKUM JeKpeT NpoTH iKOH, 3a Te Licap KOro ycyHyB
Ta NPM3HaYMB NaTpiAPXoM nocnywHoro cobi AHac-
Tacis (730-754). Pumcbki nanu, cnovatky 'puropin |l
(715-731), a notim puropin Il (731-741) nuwyTb Ao
uicaps nMCTU NPOTECTY i Ha CBOIX PUMCbLKUX CUHO-
Aax oCymxKyTb 60pOTLOY NPOTH iKOH.

Licap Koctsaiutun V Konpotim (741-775), cuH Iesallll,
3aB3ATO NPOAOBKYBaB ikOHOOOpYY GOpoTLOY CBOro
0aTbKa 1 XOTiB, WOOM NoYUTaHHA CBATMX ikOH LlepkBa
ypagoBo ocyguna. 3 uiero meTow y 754 poui BiH
CKNUKaB enuckonis 4o KoHcTaHTMHONONA Ha cobop,
AKUA Mig MOro HaTUCKOM 3a0OPOHMB MOYUTAHHA
CBSITUX iKOH.

[o3Bin Ha NOYMTAHHA CBATUX iIKOH NPUXOAMTL 3a
uicapeBoi IpuHu, sika 784 poky ycyHyna 3 ypspy
ikoHoOopus-naTpiapxa MMaBna, a Ha Woro Micue
Haka3ana Bubpatu Tapacia (784-806). BiH pa3om 3
uicapeBoto IpuHoto 1 Anoct. CTonuuew Cknukas y
787 p. cobop ao Hikei. Lieit cobop Bigomuit y Liepksi
Ak Cbomuit BceneHcbkuin Cobop. Mam'ate Otui
uboro cobopy Hawa LiepkBa CBATKYE B XOBTHi.

Cobop y Hikei 3a 0CHOBY 0 CBOro AOrMaTMYHOIO
PilleHHA wWoAO CBATMX iKOH Gepe HayKy CBATOro
WoaHa lamackuHa (k. 675-749), Benukoro 6orocnosa
CxigHoi Llepksu. Cob6op BMUpa3HO NigKpecntoe pizHu-
LI MiX NOYUTAHHAM — apopauieto, No-rpeLbkn —
"natpisa”, ke cTocyeTbCA TiNbku ogHoro Mocnopa
Bora, i MixX noyecTio i nowaHow, No-rpeubkn —



"pynis”, aky Bigaaemo bBoropoaui, aHrenam i ces-
M. CoOop HaBYaE, WO CBATI iKOHM Lie TiNbKKU BUAK-
Mi CUMBONM HEBMOMMMX OCib, IKUM Bigaaemo no-
yecTb. Moyntaroum CBATI iKOHWM, MU HE NOYMTAEMO
nanepy, NONOTHa Yu fepeBa, 3 AKUX 3pobneHi ceaTi
iKOHK, TiNbKK BigAaEMo 4YecTb TUM ocobam, fKi Ha
HuX 306paxeHi. MountaHHA cBATMX ikoH Cobop cTa-
BMTb HapiBHi 3 MOYMTaHHAM CBATOro E€BaHrenis,
XpecTa ! MoLuel CBATUX.

3 noyatkom IX cTopiyus 3a uicaps Jlesa V Bipme-
HuHa (813-820) npuxoauTb HOBe nepecnigyBaHHA
CBAITUX iKOH i BOHO TpuBae ax Ao 842 poky. Y ubomy
poui uicapeBa Teogopa [03BONSAE NOYATATU CBATI
ikoHM it ycyBae ikoHoBopyoro natpispxa Moana VI,
a Ha wWoro micue ctaButb MeTtopia | (842-846).
Matpispx MeTogil |, wo 3a3HaB roHiHb i MyK 3a CBATI
ikoHK, 3apa3 cknukae go KoHctaHTUHONONA CUHOA,
AIKUA yXKe OCTaTOYHO MOBEPTAE MOYMTaHHA CBATUX
ikoH. Llto KiHLleBY nepemory, 3HaHy ik "Tpitomd npa-
Bocnas'a", Hawa LlepkBa LWopiyHO 3rapye y Heainto
MpaBocnae'sa. [Jo BenMkux 060pPOHLIB CBATHUX iKOH
Hanexatb natpiapx MepmaH |, ceaTuit MoaH amac-
kuH, ceatui Anppin Kputcokui (t 767), ceatuin
Teogop CtyauT (759-826) i natpispx MeTogpi I. ...

[yx 6orocnyxeHHs Heaini NpaBocnas's — ue Ayx
pagocTu, nepemoru, Tpitomey Ta NoYeCTU 1 NOLIAHM
[0 cBATUX iKOH. "CborogHi, BipHi, pagicHo nnewim
pyKamu, — CKa3aHO B KaHOHi YTPeHi y nepLuin nicHi,
— i 3aknunumo: "fAki gueHi gina Teoi, Xpucte, i Benu-
Ka cuna, Wo Halwe oAHOMUCHIE i 3roay BCTaHOBMUB.
Mpungit, Borom npocBiyeHi, i CBATKYNMO pagicHUI
AeHb. CboroaHi Hebo 1 3emnsa pagie, i aHrenbCbKi
YMHM Ta nogen rpomMagu 0cobnuBO NpasHyOTbL".
"HuHi Bcim 3acasno cBiTno bnaroyects, — cnisacMo
Ha CTUXMpax Besl. BeyipHi, — MPOroHsw4YM obmaH
HeyecTs, Haye XMapy, i NPOCBIvYUM cepLs BipHUX.
Mpwigitb yci npaBocnasHi, npunagimMo Gnarovec-
TUBO 3 MOKMNOHOM 0 YeCHUX XpUCTOBUX iKOH".

A Ha yTpeHi cniBaemo: "[lHecb HacTaB pafiCHUM
AeHb i NOBHUN YTiXxKn, 60 ONULWUTL ACHICTb HaknpaBs-
AMBILWIMX gormarti, i cae XpucroBa Liepksa, npukpa-
LUIeHa HWUHI BiQHOBNEHHAM CBSATUX iKOH i CANBOM 00-
pasi, i BoroBi mune ogHomuchie BipHUX".

WJPHUEIA ]IHHK@ 00

3ampomrye Ha CBATO JIereHIAPHOTO NOLTA, XYA0KHUKA Ta
6opna 3a oo Yipaicskoro Hapogy

B Hepinto, 11 BepeaHa 2018 poky o 1-A roouHi

B zam uepken
Cearoro Isana Xpecrurens
3275 Elmwood Avenue, Kenmore

Tepexycka 12:00 - 1:00
Barexu "Pignoi Hlkom" npuroTyiots
IR TOCTef KAHATKH, KaBY Ta COTOTKE

Y cBATKOBOMY KOHLIepTi Gepe yyacTb i xop «Mpisi»

3anpouwyemo Bcix i 6yaemo paai Bawin nigTpumui.
* k%

Ukrainian School “Ridna Shkola” invit-
ing everyone to celebrate a poet, artist and a
fighter for a freedom of Ukrainian People
TARAS SHEVCHENKO
Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 1:00 pm
At St John Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall,
3275 Elmwood Avenue, Kenmore, NY
Choir “MRIA” will participate
Lunch 12:00pm - 1:00pm
Parents of “Ridna Shkola” will prepare
sandwiches, coffee and sweets.

From the letter of Fr. Robert

| have been reflecting on the gospel for this
coming Sunday for a while. Somehow it brought me
back to a story of Mgr. Fernandez of blessed
memory. He was a renown Catholic priest in Puerto
Rico. He told the story of being call in the middle of
night as a newly ordained priest to go deep into the
country to take care of someone who just died. He
was the assistant so the pastor ;
delegated this on him. He took
the Jeep from the rectory and
eventually found the place. A
hacienda house, but this one
looked different, it was built as
you will find such mansions in |
the forests in Germany. Indeed it §
was a German family. Fr.
Fernandez knock on the door
and the butler opened for him,
the house was so dark inside he
could only see here and there a
candle or quinque (kerosene
lamp). He said that from the first
moment he entered that house there was something
ominous that bother him. A sadness a hopeless-
ness that you sense. In silence he followed the butler
who took him to this big room through corridors that
were exquisitely covered by dark wood work, it
seems as if everything was covered by wood panels,
it was a large library, where there was a coffin. He
said it was the longest coffin he had ever seen, it was
again of exquisite wood of remarkable beauty, he
said he had never seen one like that nor he ever
found such a coffin. Showing the coffin, the butler
said to the priest with a heavy German accent: “El
Amo...” (“The Master...”)Two large candles on their
stands flank the coffin. Fr. did his prayers, and as he
moved to the entrance of the library the butler again
met him and took him out the front door. No one else
talk to him! He took off in the Jeep, as he got to the
road, everything so dark, he developed this fear, that
forced him to drive at high speed, he said like
something was following him...

As a lay person, | remember visiting a man who
was dying of AIDS. Every time | went there | and
everyone else sensed this sadness, emptiness, and
overwhelming hopelessness. We visit with him but
he could not receive the Eucharist. Visit after visit,
we suggested to call the priest for Confession but
the patient did not want. He ends in the hospital for

a couple of days and when he was back, finally he
agreed to have the priest come and hear his
Confession. Everything change from that point
on. God did not heal him from his AIDS, he would
die only a few weeks later however he was in a
different place. The place had changed somewnhat,
there was this lightness and almost Joy in that
house. He received the Eucharist and the anointing
of the sick. He seemed so happy,
we even thought God was healing
him... and He did. He heal his soul!
He died a holy death and we hope
he has now eternal memory.

| can imagine the four friends of
the man of this Sunday’s gospel,
visiting with his friend, the para-
lytic. How sad, to see someone
that was healthy, now a paralytic.
Now needing to ask for every-
thing. Unable to even feed him-
self. | could just sense that hope-
lessness and sadness. | can
imagine they thinking that it was their
friend, but very easily it could have been them...
Have you encounter that kind of sadness, of
emptiness of hopelessness? Well the Lord was
merciful to him and forgave him first and most all his
sins. Something only God could do, then He also
healed his paralysis. Everything changed then and
there. Joy, gladness, hope, thankfulness, gratitude
and a great sense of awe in witnessing with their
own eyes this double miracle, the forgiveness of his
sins and the healing of his body: “They were all
astounded and glorified God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this.”

The dictionary gives some synonyms to astound-
ed:
Amaze, astonish, stagger, surprise, startle, stun,
confound, dumbfound, boggle, stupefy, shock, daz
e, take back, leave open-mouthed, leave aghast. The
only ones with long faces were the scribes, they
were judging and condemning the Lord Jesus and
accusing Him of blasphemy in their hearts. But what
a contrast to the outcome of the healing, of such
amazement on the work of God. God is the only one
that can forgive sins and the only one who can heal
the paralytic. The forgiveness of sins keep bringing
healing to us today as it did then. We are in Lent a
good time to think about a good confession. Good
time to bring others to Reconciliation with the Lord.



Patriarch tells a touching story of a six-year old

boy who invited the Pope to Ukraine
Patriarch of the UGCC Sviatoslav Shevchuk told a
moving story of a little Ukrainian and his communication
with the Pope Francis on Saturday, February 17, during
the live broadcast of the Open Church program on ZHyve
TV. It was reported by the Department of Information of
the UGCC.

Pope Francis is known to have made a visit to the
Cathedral of St. Sophia in Rome in January, where he met
with the Ukrainian community of Italy. Many then
wondered if the pontiff would come to Ukraine? A six-
year-old Ukrainian boy, Danylko, who now lives in Rome
and has made "friends" with the Holy Father, knows
exactly the answer to this question.

"I will tell you the story of a little Danylko. This boy first
had an audience with the Holy Father several years ago.
There he was holding a child's drawing depicting the
Cathedral of St. Sophia. Incidentally, there is even a
picture of how Pope Francis embraces him. Then the
Roman Pontiff asked what the boy was drawing. Danylko
immediately replied: “This is our church in Rome. Come
visit us!” And the Holy Father made it clear that he
accepted this invitation. So the boy was convinced that
Pope Francis came to St. Sophia's Cathedral in Rome in
response to his invitation!” said the head of the UGCC,
smiling.

According to him, Danylko and his mother has stayed
in Italy for several years and has been struggling with
severe illness. However, as we see, the boy does not lose
optimism and hope.

“And, when | witnessed the meeting between Danylko
and the Pope," said His Beatitude Sviatoslav, “the boy

said to him the following words: | thank you for coming
and having kept your word! Please, pray for Ukraine! You
know how bad it is when a mom cries because her son
was killed.”

The Head of the UGCC further said that the Holy Father
was very moved by the boy’s deep words. Then Danylko
responded: “I promise you that | will pray for the mothers
of Ukraine!" Without thinking much, in the end the boy
confidently spoke to the Head of the Catholic Church:
“Come to Ukraine, okay? | invite you!”

The primate added that when the next day our priests
asked Danylko about his impression of the meeting with
the Roman Bishop, the boy said: “l am convinced that the
Pope will come to Ukraine, because he is able to keep his
promise!”

“We are looking forward to this, since the children tell
us that Pope Francis will definitely come. We really want
this visit to take place!” said His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

«51 BaM po3Kaxy icTopilo Npo ManeHbkoro [aHuska.
Llent xnonumk Bnepe nobysaB Ha ayaieHuii y CeaTiworo
OTus Kinbka pokiB ToMy. Tam BiH TPMMaB AMTAYNIA Manio-
HOK, Ha sikomy 300pa3uB cobop CeaToi Codii. [lo peui,
HaBiTb € choTorpadis, sik Mana PpaHumMck Moro obinmae.
Topgi PuMcbkuit Apxuepeii 3anuTaB, WO XSIONYMK Hamaro-
BaB. [laHunko ogpa3sy X BignosiB: «Lle Hawa uepkBa B
Pumi. Mpuigb Hac BigBigaTu!» | CeaTiwwii OTeub AaB 3po-
3yMiTH, WO BiH NpuAMac Le 3anpoleHHs. Tox XJ1onYmKk
OyB nepekoHaHwii, wo Mana ®paHuyuck npuixas go cobo-
py Cs. Codii y Pumi y BinnoBigb came Ha Oro 3anpoLueH-
Hal» — ycmixarouuch posnosis Mpeactoatens YKL

3a oro cnosamu, [laHWNKO KiNlbka POKiB 3i CBOEH Ma-
Tip’to nepebyBac B ITanii i 6opeTbcA 3 BaXKOK HeZyrok.
Mpote, fik 6aunmo, XJIONUYMK He BTpayae ONTUMI3My Ta
Hagii.

«l ocb, konu 51 0yB cBigkoM Tiei 3ycTpiyi Mix [laHunKoMm
i Manoto, — npogoBxkye posnosigatv bnax. CesATocnas,
— TO XJOMYMK CKa3aB A0 HbOro Taki cnosa: “A askyto, WwWo
TV npwmixas, Wo AoTpumaB cBoro cnoBa! Mpowy TebGe,
monucs 3a YkpaiHy! Amxe TV 3Haew, sIK NOraHo, KOmu
Mama nnave yepe3s Te, WO ii CUHa BOMNIN”».

[ani BnaxeHHiwwi po3nosis, wo CeaATiwni OTeub 6yB
[yKe 3BOpYLEHW rMMbokumm cnosamu xsionyuka. Togi
BiAnoBiB [lanunkosi: «f1 06iusto To6i, Wwo dyay monuTtucs
3a martepiB Ykpaitu!» HegoBro pozaymyroumn, HanpukiHLi
XNonyYuK BneBHeHO npomoBuB Ao naBu Kart. Liepkeu:
«Mpvigb go Ykpaitu, pobpe? A Tebe 3anpouyto!»

(PICY - RISU)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Today is the second Sunday of Great Lent. We have
before us one of the great stories in the Bible involving a
paralyzed man and the friends who brought him to
Jesus. We have no idea of the nature of this man's
paralysis, nor the extent to which it impaired his
communication and mobility, but what we do know is that
this man had a need and four very special friends who
brought him to Jesus. While the Lord healed thousands
of people, we do not have many personal accounts
recorded in the Gospels. So, there must be something
important about the way this paralytic man was healed for
Holy Scripture to make note of it. St. Mark’s Gospel
makes it clear that upon seeing the faith of his friends,
Jesus says to the paralyzed man, "Son, your sins are
forgiven" (Mark 2:5). Here, we witness Christ's ability to
forgive sin. We see the genuine compassion of Jesus,
and his willingness to heal the burdens faced by this
paralytic man. Jesus also calls himself the “Son of Man”
in today’s Gospel reading (Mark 2:10). This term appears
more than 100 times in Scripture. Christ’s divine authority
shines through clearly in the Gospels. Jesus does not
deny that the authority to forgive sins belongs only to
God. He claims to be not only the Messiah sent by God,
but to possess God’s own divinity. He himself forgives the
man’s sins in his own name. He leaves no room for doubt;
He is the Lord of both earth and heaven. St. Paul reminds
us: "So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is Eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18).

St. Mark gives us another detail that illustrates what
kind of a Lord, Jesus is. Jesus knows exactly what his
critics are thinking; he can read the intention of their
hearts. Some teachers of the law were sitting there,
observing Jesus and thinking to themselves: ‘Why does
Jesus talk like that? He is blasphemous! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?’ There were some in the audience
who did not appreciate Jesus' loving words of
forgiveness. They did not see Jesus as the Son of God
who had come to remove sin, but as a rival who would rob
them of the honor and respect they were used to as
teachers of the law. They are offended by him; they are
irked, even outraged that He would dare claim to be able
to forgive sin. Butinstead of voicing their objections, they
grumble in their hearts. Jesus sees the entire drama
unfolding. Knowing how difficult it is for them to accept
his claims, and how reluctant they are to engage in honest
dialogue with him, he gives them irrefutable evidence to

validate those claims. Our Lord wants to rule by love and
truth, not by force. So, Jesus revealed his power to
forgive sins by healing the paralytic: “Which is easier, to
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven;” or to say,
‘Arise, and take up your mat and walk?’ But in order that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins," He said to the paralytic, 'l say to you, rise,
take up your mat and go home™ (Mark 2: 8-11). Jesus
saved the paralytic man - he forgave him and healed him
completely.

We have the proverb, “a healthy mind in a healthy
body” indicating that when we have peace of mind it also
helps our body. Jesus is waiting to take away our
burdens whatever they may be, Jesus is willing to forgive
us our sins, so we can move on with our lives. He will not
take it from us by force; he will wait for us to come to him
or have very good friends that help bring us closer to Him
- in order to be forgiven and healed. Over a decade ago,
the motto chosen by the Catholic Church for the 2000
Jubilee year was, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). Because yesterday is the
same as today for Jesus, he can walk back in time to when
we collected our hardships and sins and He can remove
them and repair us. Consider the numerous times in the
Gospels when Jesus forgave sins and removed the
hardships from people’s lives. Today, we are reminded of
the power of the Sacrament of Reconciliation to remove
the sins from our lives and give us that second chance to
rebuild ourselves with Jesus. It is not the priest that we
meet in the confessional, it is Jesus we meet, and it is He
who heals us during the sacrament. If we had eyes to see
our souls, | am convinced that we would see our souls
transformed, each time, after we receive the sacrament. It
is not just a sacrament that is meant for Lent or Holy Week
or Christmas, but rather a sacrament of grace for use all
year round. Jesus is waiting for us every time we
approach Him, to lift our burden. Scripture reminds us:
“No need to recall the past, no need to think about what
was done before. See, | am doing a new deed, even now it
comes to light; can you not see it?” (Isa 43:18-19)

When | look in between the lines of today’s Gospel
reading, | see a man who was given a second chance. A
man who was brought before Jesus to be healed but
received so much more when Jesus reached out to him
and forgave him his sins. Life is not full of many second
chances, but every day, we have an amazing opportunity
to ask our Lord for forgiveness. We have a chance to wipe
the slate clean and move on in our lives with profound



thanks and gratitude. And maybe we even rejoice a little
bit more in that message of forgiveness, knowing that we
can be saved. This opportunity for second chances
reminds me of a man, named Daniel, whom | met a good
many years ago, while | was an undergraduate student at
SUNY Fredonia. They did not have a Ukrainian parish in
the area, so | attended the Newman :

Center; a catholic place of worship
which is still found on most campuses
these days. It was there that | met
Daniel. It was my sophomore year and
| really enjoyed singing in the campus
church choir. | noticed Daniel right
away, because he often sat alone, |
think that people were taken back by
his form of rejoicing. You see,
whenever the choir would sing those
wonderful catholic hymns, Daniel
would join us in voice while he joyfully
danced his personal hymn of praise.
For months, he remained the object of {#*
discussion, until finally one day I
decided to get to know him a little

judge suggested showing him mercy and having Daniel
released on parole. He didn’t understand, so he turned
and asked his lawyer who told him that the judge received
a letter from the grandmother of the boy that he killed,
requesting that Daniel be released and that they show him
mercy, because she has already forgiven him for taking
the life of her grandson. “Forgiveness”,
Daniel said with tears in his eyes, “is
the reason | come to church every week
and joyfully rejoice in the Lord,
i because that forgiveness was my
. second chance to become a better man.
| A man that my grandfather would have
| been proud of - and | thank Jesus every
day for the gift of His saving grace”.

| often wonder, while we are in
' Church and in God’s presence, what
are the things that keep us from
reaching out to Jesus? What prevents
us from the joyful dance of
i reconciliation with God and that
| spiritual rejoicing after we accept the
sacrament of forgiveness? At times we

better. | invited him to the campus for
coffee and was amazed with his story. ===

Daniel told me how he grew up in an area with a lot of

crime and violence. Both his parents neglected him, and
his grandfather was the only one who kept him on the
straight path. Daniel would go to church with his
grandfather and have wonderful discussions with him,
until three weeks after Daniel’s 12th birthday, when his
grandfather died suddenly from a heart attack. Daniel told
me that it nearly broke him inside, and how there was no
longer any good influence in his life. So, he turned to the
company of gangs and drug dealers on the streets,
getting involved in robbery and drugs at the age of 13,
until one day he was so doped up on heroine that he shot
and killed another boy just walking across the street.
Daniel was sentenced to juvenile detention until his 18th
birthday and then he was expected to serve the remainder
of his sentence in an adult correction facility, doing hard
time! He told me how birthdays became a horrible
reminder of his age, because he knew that once he turned
18, things were going to get even harder for him in prison.
The day Daniel appeared before the court, he expected the
worst. But you could see his eyes light up when he told
me that everyone in that court room seemed to look at him
differently. He told me how flabbergasted he was when the
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may feel as though our soul is
. paralyzed. We are unable to do the
good that we know we should do and that we even long to
do, because our sinful habits inhibit us. We stand before
Christ but find it difficult to admit our need for forgiveness
and a second chance. Yet the message in today’s Gospel
is clear - Have no fear — the Lord is always reaching out to
us. Jesus embodied faith - He was a man of reflection and
action. Jesus not only talked about manna from Heaven,
but He became living bread and fed thousands of hungry
souls. Jesus not only talked about a curative remedy in
Gilead, but He healed the sick and raised the dead. Jesus
not only preached the forgiveness of sins, but He took the
weight of our sins upon himself so that we could live
forgiven. Jesus practiced what He preached. And during
these weeks of Great Lent, we are given a perfect time to
focus on our own faith. You see, faith is more than just
believing in God and reflecting upon His Word, faith is
also using that belief and knowledge to make a difference
in the world. My brothers and sisters, may the good Lord
help each of us through this time of Great Lent, so that
when we come to our celebration of Easter, to the joy of
our Lord’s glorious Resurrection, our Savior will be able
to touch us in a very special and personal way that will
strengthen us — and bring us even closer to Him.
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