106 cratu wienamu CYK ,IIpoBuainnsa’,
MPOCUMO 3BepTaTucH 10 nani [aBpuiiok.

The Providence Association

Life Insurance & Annuities
79 Southridge Dr

Tel: 716-674-5185

WWW. DTOVASSIL. CO

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Pages:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors

1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Pietszak o ( 2
(716) 852-4499

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors
FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

2400 William St. 806 Clinton St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206 Buffalo, NY 1421C

g—\v PHONE 893-1025

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MOP’SI/IOK CB. JIITYPI'IA

Feb.26:1S. Of Lent— 1 H. octy I

26 JIrotoro: Cupoonycua Hexius m:

12:.00PM +Wasyl Zidonka—40d. & pan.
(sister Hanya Kurlak & Family)
Mon., Feb. 27 — IloH., 27 JItoToro
7:00 PM+Florian Majchrzycki 40 d. (Cheryl,
Daniel, Audrey, Roman Kuzminskyj)
Tue., Feb. 28 — BisTopok, 28 JIwoToro
9:15AM  +Janina Kuzminskyj (Roman)

Wenesday, Feb. 29 — Cepena, 29 JIrotoro

12:00 PM  Jlitypris Hanepin Ocg. [lapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts

Thu., March 1 — Yer., 1 bepe3ust

9:15 AM +IBan — 40 n. 1 man. (p. Cepemiok)

Fri., March 2 — II’ar., 2 bepe3us

5:30 PM  Jlitypris Hanepin OcB. [apis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Sorokousty - Copokoyctu

Sat., March 3 — Cy0ora, 3 bepe3ns
9:00 AM +Jim Davidson 40d & p.
(Mary Ann Dubois)
4:30 PM +Jaroslawa Petriwskyj (Mary
Beth Sukmann)

Mar.4:2S.Of Lent— 1 H. ocry |6
10:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

Parish Meeting After thisLiturqy
IapoxisianHi 3arajasHi 300pu

Eternal Light burnsfor
+Mary Petryshyn
Requ. By Tekla M oczer niak

Biune Cgiti0 B yects I1/IM roputhb
3a +/lanyty MucshkiB Iesaex
IHoxepTBa: poguna SIBopcbKux

10:00 p. +Ocun Yin (anpyxuna Ipena)

4 bepe3nsi: Cupoonycua Hexisst E
10:00 p. 3A ITAPOXISAH

O06ix nmpu nepksi CB. Mukojas
CooroaHi, 26 JIororo.
$15.00 Bix ocoOu.
IIpocumo no yyacru!
JIsIKy€MO 32 ne4uBo.

* k% %

Parish Obid, today, Feb. 26,
after 10 AM Liturgy.
Donation: $15.

Please attend.

IHoxeprBu Ha [laTpissmuii

DoHJ - MOKHA MepeaaTH:
n. Ony¢piesi '
BisiorosioBcbKOMYy
a00 . Muxko.ri
[MacnaBcbKkOMY.
Cepneuna Iloasika!

Please remember: Thereisonly one
Liturgy next Sunday @ 10:00 AM.
Parish Meeting to follow.
Please attend!

IIpocumo nam’ATaTH, 10 € TUIBKH
oxHa JliTyprisi Ha Apyry Heaijio.
Omicas 3aranbHi 300pu.
IIpocumo no yyacru!

Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

Thereisstill spacefor your ad.
Maemo Mmicue a5 Banioro orosionmeHnHs

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DEL AND GIFTS

- 5

-

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068

Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards

Direct Deposit and Online Banking

IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)

Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772
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http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Parish Meeting —March 4 aft. 10 Liturgy
TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
usraise money 09 S
for our Church gp
by purchasing NEVET Sops

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ Hac yenimno npogawtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IJIATHJIM FPilIMM Y¥ KapTOYKOI0, ajie
uepksa aicrane Bin ,, Tornc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOUYKOI0 KyNMyBATH O€H3HHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGLKA KATOAHIIEKA IIEPKRA

GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR

AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

EEM=VETN stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.

Ministry to the sick - Onika Haa XxBopuMHU
Family members should call the Rectory

PoauHa NOBHHHA MOBIIOMATH CBSIIIIEHHKA
INEMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi moTpedu 3aBKIH MOKHA 3aKJIMKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

3araabHni 30opu uepksu CB.  Illanoeni nani i nanoee!
MuxoJiast Biz0OyayThcs y
Heatio 4 6epesnst, 2012 p.
ITo Ca. Jlityprii o 10 roa.
Kaga i costoake st npu-

cutHuXx. ITpocumo jackaBo

HenTpy
YCiX 10 yYacCTH.

«/{HIIIPO»

St. Nicholas Annual M eetting 3anpoiryemMo BCix 10 y4acTu.
will take placeMarch 4, 2012 62 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY
immediately after 10 AM
Divine Liturgy
No Noon Liturgy that day.
Coffee and sweet
Will be provided.
NPOLUA O
nopeay |
CB. 3EMJI

6-19 TPABHA,
2012 P. b.

Henins, 4 0epe3ns 2012 poky
0 2 roj 1o moJyaHi
3araJjibHi 300pH 4JIeHIB
Ykpaincbkoro KyiabstypHoro

3 noesazoro.
iroua ynpasa Ykpaincokozo
Kynvmypuozo Ilenmpy «/[HIIIPO»

49 Bigaiia Coro3y YKpaiHOK
*oxox noBigoMJIsI€, 1110
PILGRIMAGE po3noyvajiacsi mopiuyHa
TO LOURDS &  36ipka Ha crunenaii ajs
THE HOLY He3aMO’KHOI M0JI0/i B
LAND Ykpaini. Yexkn Mo:KkHa
MAY 6—19 2012 BUIIMCYBAaTH Ha

] Ukrainian National Women’s L eague.
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778 Munynopiuni 3siTi € y pep. CTunenuii.

3a indopManissMi MPOCUMO 3BEPTATUCH

Or write a0 pedepentox 49-ro Binainy:
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski 3opsinn Sunmun-bBanyi — 668-9504
Box 20118 Oxcann Cananr — 832-9331

Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8 Crunenauiina Axuisi 49 Binginy CYA


http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.topsmarkets.com/
http://stnbuffalo.com/
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3anpoLyemMo Ha KoHUepT
NPUCBAYEHUN TBOPYOCTI HALLOro
nereHgapHoro noeta, XygoXXHuKa
Ta 6opusa 3a BOMKO YKpaiHCbKOro

Hapoay

Tapaca
'puropoBuya
LLleBYeHKa

Akmn BinbyaeTbca B
Hepinto, 11 6epe3Ha 2012 poky
0 1-Win roguHi
B 3ani YKpaiHcbKol NpaBocnaBHOI
LlepkBn CsaTol Tpownui,

200 Como Park Boulevard,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

CBATKOBY Nporpamy niarotyeanu
LLikona YkpaiHo3HaBcTBa
npu YKKA

[Nicna mucTeubKol YacTUHK
BaTtbkiBcbknin KomiteT
PigHoi Wkonwu
MaTumMe NS NPUCYTHIX

KaHanku, kaBy Ta conoake

byaemo BAsiYHI 3a
Aoo6poBinbHi aaTku!

Celebration of
Taras
Shevchenko

You are cordially invited to
help celebrate our poet, artist
and our freedom fighter

To be held on

Sunday, March 11, 2012
Atlpm

At Holy Trinity
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY

Program has been prepared by
School of Ukrainian Studies
“Ridna Shkola”, UCCA

After the concert,
the Parents Committee
Will be serving

Ukrainian Sandwiches, coffee
and homemade sweets

Donations will be
greatly appreciated!

™

Patriarch Joseph in-prison

On the cover:

Patriarch Joseph, Pope John Paul ||

On the left:
Patriarch Joseph, Pope John XXIII
Patriarch Joseph & Pope Paul VI
Patriarch Joseph, Pope John Paul |

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday, March 25, 2012
at Joseph Hriczko Post,
Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after
12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and
living members of Sitch at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
COCKTAILSa 1:00pm DINNER
at 1:30 pm includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members
and $15.00 for guests.

M ember ship dues of $5.00 for the 2012
year must be current and may be paid at
the door. For reservations call:

Mike Liskiewicz 837-0285 or

MariaMalaniak 668-5105
Reservation deadlineisMarch 18, 2012




«Meyara aiteioOs!
BEJIMKOI'O BAJKAUTE!»

Tak nucas cBitiaoi mam’ari Ciayra
Boxnii mutponoant Mocnd Crinmii, 6y-
Ay4M B’si3HEM, NepeOyBar0uM y HeiiMOBip-
HO Ba;KKMX YMOBAX iCHYBaHHs, B JaJ1eKiM
Bi/l piTHOrO Kparw micui.

IIlo Mu 3Ha€EMO PO L0
3HAKOBY MOCTATh, siKa 0yJia
JiTKHM NOCTiTOBHUKOM MH-
Tponosuta Anapes llen-
THUBKOIO0, SIKY, BCynepe4
TPaaUuUisiM, BITAJIN O1LjIeC- 3
kamu Ha II Batukancokomy Cobopi,
SIKii, 3HOBY 2K TaKH BCylepe4 Tpaauuii,
ninyBas pyky Ilana Isan Ilasuo II.

Hocug Cainmii-KoGepanubknii-Inu-
KOBCbKHIT Hapoauscs 17 sororo 1892 p.
B ¢. 3a3apicTh Ha TepHoninbmuHi. Bin
HaBuaBcs y TepHominbebKii rimuasii, y
JIbBIBCBKIiHl IPEKO-KATOJUIBKIH TyX0B-
Hiif cemiHapii, B yHiBepcuTerax y JIbBoOBI,
Incopyky Ta Pumi. Ciinuii BiJibHO BOJI0-
AiB rpenbKoI0, JIATHHCHKOI, (ppaHIy3b-
KO0, iTa/ilicbKO0I0, aHTJIilICbKOI0 TA Hi-
MelbKOI MOBaMH. Y Tabopax, e BiH
npooOyB 18 pokiB, BUBYMB POCiliCbKY. Y
ABAIUSATH LIiCTHh POKIB BiH 3100yB yue-
HUH CTYNHBb IOKTOpPa 00roc/ioB’si, a HOro
npani 3 00rocJioB’s1 Ta icTOpii HePKBH
ckaasn 13 Tomis. V pisui poxn Hocud
Cainnii BuaaBas y JIbBoOBI :xKypHaIn
«borocaoBisny, «/[3BoHn», «Hupay,
«Meta», 0yB pekTopom JIbBiBCbKOI
cemiHapii Ta boroc/ioBcbKOI akaaemii.

Y nBagusate n’ATb pokiB Cainuii 0ys
BHCBSIYEHUI MUTPONOJIUTOM AHIAPEEM
HlenTHubKUM Ha CBAIIIEHUKA, HATIPU-
Kkini 1939 poky — Ha apxuenuckona, a

nicas cmeprti lenTunbkoro y 1944
poui BiH o4oJiMB YKpaiHcbKy I'pexo-
Karonuubsky lepkBy. 3a Tpu THIKHI 10
3aBepuieHHs J{pyroi cBiToBOI BiiiHU Y
€Bponi cniBpoOIiTHUKH PaAAHCHKOI
nepaxde3nexku 3aapemrrysaiau Ciinoro
pa3oM 3 yciMa €enucKoNnamMu HepKBH i
BHBe3JIu iioro 10 KueBa, ne
MHTPOIOJIMT NPOBIB ABa
poxu y B’ si3Huii. Y Kuei
BiliCbKOBHII Cy/Jl 3BUHYBATHB
HOro y «BOPOXKiil TislJIbHOCTI
nporu YPCP Ta cniBnpami 3
HiMeUbKO-(palmMuCcTCbKUMHU
OKyNaHTaM#» i 3acyauB Ha 8 pokiB yB’-
si3HeHHs. Ocb, SIK Mi3Hille 3rajyBaB
riaBa Ykpaincbkoi I'pexo-KaToanub-
koi Ilepksu Hocud Cainuii npo o6cra-
BHHH CBOI'0 apemry:

«11 kBiTHs 1945 poxky HacTasa XBUJISA
apemrtis. Toro Beyopa BUiiIIOB 51 HA
0aJIKOH MOJAMBUTHCA HA WIaHeTy Mapc,
o OyB Toai HaiioaMk4e 10 3emJi i Haii-
sicHime cBiTuB. Harsio npuixano kijib-
KaHaAUAThL CAMOXO/iB, IOBHUX BilicbKa.
3aapemTyBaJid MeHe, a BOJAHOYAC | IH-
IIMX ENUCKOMIB TA JesIKUX CBSAIIEHUKIB.
HaijiBa:xx4ya TiopMa B coBeTax 0yJia came
kniBcbKa. 11100 Bugep:karu ii, Tpeda
0yJ10 BesinKoi Jacku boxoi, 00 ¢pisuuHoi
CHJIH He 0YJI0...)).

OueBuaHO, BJIaJAa crioJiBaJjacs, Mo
cyBopuii npucya smycutb Ciinoro
3J1aMaTHCs il T HA KOMIIpoMic. AJte
IbOI0 He CTAJIOCS. 3r0I0M MUTPOMOJIUT
OyB 3acy/JKeHuil e Tpuyi i 3arajom
NMPOBIB Yy MOPIOBCHKHUX i CHOIPCHKHX
KOHUTA0Opax Ta Ha 3acjaHHi Maiixke 18
POKIB... (3i cmammi Bicnuxa Micii...

Jlomui 2012 p.b.)

Per aspera ad astra

Bin TpyanocTei 10 3Bi3/

MATPISIPX YKPATHCbKOT
KATONMULbKOT LIEPKBU
HOCUD |
OCHOBHWK TOBAPUCTBA CBSITA COQIS

Baaxkennimmii Mocud Cainmii e mi-
OB 10 0(iniiHOI IepKBH, X04a oMYy
MPOIOHYBAJIM BHCOKI NOCaaH — CKaKIMO,
KuiBcbky mutponosnuy kagenpy. Bin ne
3namascsi. Came Tomy («BiH He 3;1aMa-
€TbCsA!») Ha3BaB Oro CBOIM HACTYIIHH-
koM mutponosut YI'KI{ Anapeii [len-
THIbKHI. Byayun B’si3nem, kup Hocud
He TIIbKH He 31aMaBCs, BiH MiATpUMYy-
BaB i BIB CBOIO IACTBY, 3 JaJEeKUX B’ 13-
HUYHHUX TA0OPIB NMUIIYYH i 3aKIHKAIOYHU:

«Besmmkoro 6azxkaiite!.. OnymeBasaTucs
BEJMKHM, BUCOKHMM i MaTH 320/{HO Nepes
04MMa TiIHy MeTy — camM0 c00010 IiIHO-
CUTH JIIOJIMHY; CJIYLIHO FOBOPHUTHCH, 1110
BOHA POCTe i3 CBOIMM IIAaHAMM.

Besuke He 3aTeMHIO€ NOTJISIAY MAJIO-
BA’KHMMH pedyaMu, ajie MOLIUPIOE HOro...
He xo:xHMI BPOAUBCS I'eHIi€M i He KOKHO-
My AaB bor 1oBepuryBaTu cnaceHHi aina i
MOBEPTATH YMOBHHAMM 4aCy, HEMOB KO-
JIOBOPOTOM, aJjie KOKHOMY JaHO 0aKaTh
«BeJIMKOro», MoiuTH bora npo te, noma-
raTv NOCWIbHO Y BEJIMKUX TYXOBHHUX 0Yy-
A0Bax, 00 3 APiOHMX LEroJ BUPOCTAE Ii-
rant. Ko:xxuuii Mo:ke YnHUTH 100pe, a B
KO:KHOMY 100pomy € i Besinke... Ko:xxuui
JIIOICBKHUI YMH — YACOBHI i NepeMHHAI0-
ynii, a XpUcTOBA NMporpaMa — e nporpa-
Ma Ha BIYHICTb, AKA MIAHOCUTDH JIOAUHY
TaK BHCOKO, II[0 BHIIle HiXTO B:ke Ti He MO-
JKe MIHATH... [lep:kuch BIYHOTO KUTT!
(®am. 6, 12)»

1957 pik, MaksakoBo,
KpacHosipcbkuii kpaid.

(3i crarTi Bichuka Micii “IlocTynsimiii-
HMii HeHTp OeaTudikauii il kKaHoHI3aLil
carux YI'KI” Ne2 . JIrvoruii 2012 p.b.)



From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

In today’s gospel St. John tells us about the
‘call of the disciple’ Nathanael. When Phillip
told Nathanael of Christ, and said ‘Come and
See’; Nathanael responded much like we do
today? " Can any good thing come out of Naz-
areth?" At first, he was not willing to see.
Now this can be understood in a historical
sense in that Nazareth was a city of no ac-
count and unimportant. Could anything
good come out of Nazareth? But the spiritual
meaning of the text is that Nathanael asks,
‘Can anything good come out of my Naz-
areth, out of my Heart? Can | be changed?
Can | be made whole? This is the question
that Nathanael asksfor each of usaswell, be-
cause we inevitably ask it of ourselves. Will
anything good come out of my life, out of my
hopes and dreams? And the Lord says...
‘Come and See’. As Nathanad approaches
Christ, Jesus says to Nathanael: “Before Phil-
lip called thee, when thou were sitting under a
figtree, | sawthee” Nathanael, overwhelmed
by this revelation, declares: * Rabbi, thou art
the Son of God”. To Nathanad's credit, it
does not take very long for him to realize who
Christ is. His exclamation is brief, but tells
all. He calls Jesus "rabbi," meaning " great
teacher." He then professes Christ as hisre-
deemer. He is both the "Son of God" and
"Kingof Israel."

Jesus was pleased that Nathanad had be-
lieved so easily. He promises them " greater
things than these”. Nathanael did not realize
the journey that he was about to begin. He
did not know that he would see Jesus preach
great messages, show unconditional love and
compassion to the poor, heal the sick, and
raise the dead. Jesus implies that Nathanael
will see even greater things then these powers
of long distant sight; he shall also see heaven
open up and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man. “Thou shall
see greater things than these” We must al-

ways be prepared for new grace and new
vison; for the life of a disciple, if it is au-
thentic and clear, will rise from a dim light
into a much greater light. And after meet-
ing Christ, Nathanadl and the other disci-
ples probably wondered how they could
possibly witness and even be a part of some-
thing as extraordinary as Christ's earthly
ministry. Today, we too, should wonder
how a great and mighty God =
could make use of us. We are
all  unworthy of God's
blessings and benefits, and yet
the world around us is full of
discipleship, inspiring stories
of encounters between
our selves and the Divine.

For a good part of my life, |
had played first violin in an
orchestra. In fact, | have
played the violin since | was
in 2nd grade. The same year
I made my first communion.

For me, theviolin islike an extension of the

soul, an outpouring of sound that resonates
through the air and inspires the human
spirit. Sometimes, the sound is fluid and
smooth, and other timesit still needs tweak-
ing, but much of what we endeavor to doin
life is just like that. There are things that
come easy, and then there are sacrifices or
hardships that require some fine tuning. |
have often thought that lifeislike playingin
an orchestra. First, God gives you your in-
strument and some music, and you sit down
to play, but you say, "God, I've never
played this piece before! Look at all of those
notes! I'll never be ableto doit!" Then the
Lord approaches the pedestal and holds His
baton in His hand. He winks at you and
says calmly, " Just follow me." As members
of an orchestra, a type of discipleship
forms, you must work together under the
direction of your Conductor in order for

music to take its proper form. Sometimes,
you still say, " But God, that will be too hard
for me... can’'t we play another song?” We
look around and see other opportunities in
life that appear to be easier and more to our
liking, but God says, " No, follow MY lead. |
will show you even greater thingsthan these."
Sometimes, we decide that it does not matter
what God is trying to tell us, so we play an-
other tune, we follow the beat of
another drummer, and we lose sight
of the music and the rhythm all
together. And just asthe Lord raises
His baton and begins to conduct, we
ignore Him and begin wailing away
at the piece we wanted to play the
part of lifewe desire more. However,
it does not work quite as well as we
had hoped. The music does not
sound beautiful at all, because it is
not the way God intended usto play.
After a little more playing and a
whole lot more frustration, we real-
|zethaI it would be better just to listen to our
Conductor. So we take a deep breath and we
silently search for the piece God wants us to
play. Perhaps we even complain about our
circumstance and wonder how anything good
can come from us. We might argue with
God, saying: “But it looks too hard, it isim-
possible!” And again, God smiles with a
thoughtful grin and taps the baton on His
stand, saying: "No matter what, just follow
Me and | will show you how to play greater
things then these.” So, then we begin to play.
In the beginning, it seems as though we will
never be able to keep up, all we can see are
those notes rushing by. Then we remember
what God said, “Follow me, take my lead” ...
so we look up and see God car efully counting
out the beats for us, and if we listen, | mean
really listen to what lies deep in our soul, we
can even hear His Voice humming our part.
And we dowly begin to realize that this song,

this part we are now playing is the most
beautiful melody that we have ever heard,
and wefind that aslong as our eyes are fixed
on the Conductor, we are able to play along.
All we have to do is follow Him. And yes,
some parts of life are really challenging, and
there are times when we just want to stop
playing and give up, but as long as we follow
the Lord and listen to His steady rhythm, we
will makeit through. All we haveto doisFol-
low Jesus and we will see greater things than
this.

Discipleship is never easy, it is a personal
choice of the heart to lead a life that is pleas-
ing to God, and sometimesit even requires us
to lead the way for others. Nathanael knew
Phillip and he trusted him when he said that
Christ was someone worth following, some-
one that he should ‘Come and See'. Phillip
had already chosen to follow Christ, and he
was already leading the way for Nathanae
and encouraging him to make his own per-
sonal choice which would change his life for-
ever. Why areyou and | heretoday? Weare
here because someone once said to us, what
Philip spoketo Nathanael - " Come and See."
Perhaps when you were only a tiny infant,
your parents brought you to the Church for
baptism and in that way acted out the mean-
ing of those words. Perhaps you became a
member of our faith, because a friend or
neighbor invited you to "come and see
This invitation is a life-long process. God is
still working miracles in our lives every
day. God is still answering prayers and using
us in many new and wonderful ways - ways
that even we may never know! Deep in the
heart of Philip and Nathaniel, something au-
thentic, clear, and expanding was received.
They heard the calling of Christ, and were
willing to receive their invitation to disciple-
ship. It wasthe psalmist who best wrote: " As
a heart longs for flowing streams, so longs my
soul for you, my Lord" (Psalms41:1).



GLORY TO JESUSCHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!
February 26, 2012

Dear (say your name herefor your very
own personal letter),

One of the neat things about your
letter, | think, isthat you never know where
it’sgoing to be coming from. I’ve written
from here before, but thisweek your letter
iscoming from the beautiful Catskills and
the Franciscan Retreat Center of Mt. Alver-
nia. Theretreat isour timeto pray and
meditate, but since therewon’t be much
timefor the writing and printing of the bul-
letin thisweek upon our return, I'll just in-
cludeyou in my praying and meditating as
| writeto you today.

Cometothink of it, | really doalot
of praying and meditating every week when
| writeto you. You certainly make methink
about many things of our day to day life.
More often than not, when | think or write
about our world, and our journey through
it, prayer definitely becomesa priority. Sol
guesswhat I'm trying to say isthat I'm still
keeping theretreat as| writeto you and
keep you in my heart during these sacred
days.

Today is Tuesday, thefirst full day
of retreat. Because of parish commitments
we arrived late last night and missed the
opening service, conference, and even sup-
per. Weweren't eating anything anyway on
thefirst day of Fast, so that part wasn’t
such a big deal. Today was a full day of
prayer, quiet time, and conferences, all very
nicely scheduled around three mealsand a
bit of freetime.

After lunch | went for along walk
and found myself in a beautiful park right
on the banks of the Hudson River. | came

over alittle hill and upon seeing the water,
said to myself, “Hmm, | wonder what that
lakeiscalled.” Almost immediately an Am-
trak train went by and | realized it was go-
ing along the bank of the Hudson River.
DUH! They talk and write a lot about the
“Mighty Missisip” or the beautiful Dnipro,
but our Hudson isright up therewith the
great riversof theworld. | know some sec-
tionsof it aren’t so nice, PCB contamina-
tion and all that, but right therein Wap-
pingers Falls, it was singing of the glory of
God’s creation!

Retreats, Clergy Days and confer -

ences are ok, but there’'sno place like home.

| always miss everyone and can’t wait to get
back to good ol’ “home sweet home.” These
gatheringsremind me of our timein the
seminary when we lived our days according
to “the schedule.” It hasto be of cour se, but
| don’t really like being told when, where
and how | haveto do things. Isthat a
grumpy old man, or just areal curmudg-
eon?? © ©

And then there' sthe “ closeness’ of
everyone. For example, our first “event” of
the day isMorning Prayer, which isheld in
avery small chapdl. If you’ve never been in
aroom with 35 or 40 guysat 6:30in the
mor ning, you’ ve missed out on one of life's
great experiences. Thereismore grunting,
groaning, coughing, sniffling, sneezing and
other bodily noisesthan a zoo! And this
week, since we've added “ poklony” (bend-
ing knees and touching forehead to floor),
the grunts, creaks and moans have in-
creased at least ten-fold! Ohhh, starist ne
radist (nojoy for theold one)!!. © ©

Our retreat isbeing led by two of
theresident priestshereat Mt. Alvernia,
Father Roch and Father John. The
name “Roch” may sound a bit unusual to

us, and truthfully, the only place | ever
heard anyone called by that namewasin
the monastery. We often hear of it in our
Italian familieswhen they name a child
“Rocco.” That’sthe same name. Father
Roch isnamed after a French saint who
lived in the 13th century and was known for
healings of skin diseases and even cholera
and the plague. BTW, heisalso patron of
bachelor’s, dogs and dog loversand his
feast day isAugust 16 on the Roman calen-
dar.

Father John’sclaim to fameishis
nephew, Mark Bavaro. Sportsfanswill re-
member Mark as#89, as an outstanding
tight end for the NY Giantsin thelate
eighties, who completed his career with Su-
per Bowl XXV. Recognize that Super Bowl
number ?? It wasthe Bill’svs. Giantsin
1991, the game ending with the famous and
heart breaking call of “Wide Right!” Mark
was, and is, a faithful practicing Catholic.
Whenever he scored a touchdown he would
go down on one knee, bless himself and give
theball to thereferee. He was “ Tebowing”
before Tebow. Mark isnow very activein
the war against the” culture of death.” He
was once a sportswarrior, but now, as he
did in his playing days, takes up the ar mor
of salvation and fights against the power s of
darkness as hefightsfor the dignity of life
and the “touchdown” of the end to abor -
tion.

Both priests are excellent speakers
and will be reminding us of who we are as
priests and what we should be doing and
renewing. Wewill hear sermons about how
theLord isour treasure (we arethe vessels
of clay); knowing, finding and loving God;
renewing our ministry; and prayer. May we
all be blessed with thiswonderful opportu-

nity as Fr. George Maloney putsit, “to be
alonewith the ALONE.”

With the beginning of the Great
Fast all of usnow enter into the desert of
our heartsand mindsand seek our God.
For uson thisretreat, for you in the
churchesor in your homesor in your nurs-
ing homes, or in the hospital or upon what-
ever bed of pain you find your selves on, we
all must goto Him asthe Prodigal, wearied,
starving, broken, but with the desire and
prayer only to be allowed to stay in His
house forever. HE will see usfar down the
road, run to meet us. We will fall at HIS
feet and tell HIM of our sorrow for aban-
doning HIM for thefar away land. Then
HE will put HISarmsaround usand hold
us and bless us, telling usthat we must
comeinside, celebrate and live with HIM
forever. Thisis“Lent.” Thisisour life. Our
Abba, our Daddy, our Tato, our God is
waiting for usto come home.

I look forward to continuing the
journey of the Great Fast with you, asto-
gether we seek the Ever-living God. May
your “Fast” be a holy and blessed one. May
you truly encounter our awesome and gr eat
God. May you make it home and live with
HIM forever! May you too find the delight
in being “alone with the Alone”!

God blessyou! Our Holy Lady the
Theotokos protect you!

In HisLove,

Fr. Ray



