06 cratu ywienamu CYK ,,IlpoBuainua”,
MPOCUMO 3BepTaTHcs 10 nani 'aBpniiok.
The Providence Association
Life Insurance & Annuities
wWww.provassn.com

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Page Is:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page Is:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Wilhelmina ‘E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak of

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421C

PHONE 893-1025

{“:

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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Taras Shevchenko’s influence on Ukrainian
culture has been so immense, that even during
Soviet times, the official position was to
downplay strong Ukrainian patriotism ex-
pressed in his poetry, suppressing any mention
of it, and to put an emphasis on the social and
anti-Tsarist aspects of his legacy, the Class
struggle within the Russian Empire. Shev-
chenko, who himself was born a serf and suf-
fered tremendously for his political views in
opposition to the established order of the Em-
pire, was presented in the Soviet times as an
internationalist who stood up in general for the
plight of the poor classes exploited by the re-
actionary political regime rather than the vocal
proponent of the Ukrainian national idea.

This view is significantly revised in modern
independent Ukraine, where he is now viewed
as almost an iconic figure with unmatched
significance for the Ukrainian nation, a view
that has been mostly shared all along by the
Ukrainian diaspora that has always revered
Shevchenko. (from Wikipedia)

Taras Shevchenko -1859- Tapac I'. IlleBuenko



http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Class_struggle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Class_struggle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_diaspora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_diaspora
http://www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com/

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MOP’SIJIOK CB. JITYPI'TH

Mar. 11: 3 S. Of Lent — 3 H. Ilocty

11 Bepe3ns: 2 Henins Iocty m

12:00 AM +Michael Holowaty (Wife Anna) 10:00 p. +Ocun i I'eprpyna

Mon., Mar. 12 — IloH., 12 bepe3ns

8:15 AM +Helen Mysliwiec, Anna Jusela,
John & Florence (Jim)

Tue., Mar. 13 — BiBTopok, 13 Bepe3ns

8:15 AM +Mapisa Jlonagyak TypynHa i naH.
(aoHbka Ong)

Wenesday, Mar. 14 — Cepena, 14 bepe3ns
12:00 PM itypria Hanepig Ocs. Oapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Thu., March 15 — Yer., 15 bepe3usn
8:15 AM B HamipeHHi [ie, Iropa, Mapii
Nyise i KOpis
Fri., March 16 — II’saT., 16 Bepe3ns
5:30 PM Jlitypria Hanepig Ocs. Japis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Sorokousty - CopokoycTn

Sat., March 17 — Cy6ora, 17 Bepe3us
9:00 AM +IMunun Mpouunk (poanHa)

4:30 PM  For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

(M. JI. Cracrokn)

18 bepesnsi: 3 Henins Ilocty m

Mar. 18: 4 S. Of Lent — 4 H. Ilocty T7

12:00 AM +Halyna Szczerba (Ivan Szczerba
& Myroslava Szczerba Bertalan)

MoJntBa cB. €Edpema Cupuna (+373)

I'ocnogu i Bnagnko :xutTs Moro, xyxa
JIHUBCTBA, HEA0ATOCTH, BJACTOII00'A i
IYCTOCJIOB'Sl BiIZKMHU Bi MeHe. (RoKin)

Jyxa YuCTOTH, MOKOPHU, TePNEJIUBOCTH i
JI000BH Jail MeHi cJ1y3i TBOEMY. (HOKiH)

Taxk, I'ociogn napro, xaii MeHi 6a4nTH
NPOBHHHU MOI, | He OCYJZKYBaTH OpaTa MOro Hi
cecTpH MO€i, 60 TH 0,1arocJI0BEeH €CH Ha BiKHU
BiuHi. AMiHB! (nokin)

10:00 p. +IInaun Iaornns (Apyxua)

49. Bingin CYA 3anpourye Ha cMaYyHUH
00ix B Henimo, 18. 6epe3ns mo Jlityprii.
Bynemo npocutn natox 3a 06ia.
IIpocumo npuiiT i NpoBeCTH NPHEMHO
4yac B KOJIi NpUATeJIiB i 3HalioMux!

Branch 49 of UNWLA requests your
presence at a lunch on Sun., March 18,
after the 10:00 am Liturgy. There will be
a donation requested for the lunch.
Please come and enjoy the time with
your friends and parishioners!

* % %

Journeying together through the Lent.
Discussion about Liturgy, Bible, Rite,
Customs ... Every Thursday of Great
Lent at 1:00 PM. Please take Part!

* % %
OB € IHAHHJI )KIHOK - OUCY Bigain
Bopdano, H.H. i Kinounii Xop «Mpis»
BEJIMKOJHUM BA3AP ninx uepksoio
Henins, 25-ro 6epe3ns, 2012 p.

Eternal Light burns for
+Mary Kolotylo
Requ. By Jagodzinski Family

Biune Cgiti10 B yects IIJIM ropurs

+H0J1ir0 Moxuau
MoxeprBa: Poguna

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo Micne i Bammoro oroJiomeHnHs

DNIPRO Dég JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UKrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068

Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTtu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

Free checking
Competitive rates on CD’s and savings account
Low rates for Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (some restrictions apply)
We financially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceoz0 ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your help and patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

SUA 49 Dinner — March 18 aft. 10 Liturgy

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %PS

us raise money
for our Church
by purchasing never stops
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* kK

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawortscst Kaprouknm 3
kpamauui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. L1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPIllIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTn
caix 3BepraTucs Ao n. Mapii boanap, a6o
no xkanueaspii. JIsaxyemo! Takox moxHa
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI0 KYNyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IHEPK. BIGHHK Buaaerbcs TH:KHEBO
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHKOAA
(ITIA OIIIKOK MMPEYNGTOI

AIBM MAPIT OAITITPIT)

IS NIV EIE stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosine: Ilepex Cs. Jlityprismn
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama

Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJi XBOpUMHU
Family members should call the Rectory

Poauna nmoBuHHA IIOBiIlOMHTI/l CBAILCHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLT ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!

3anpoLyemMo Ha KOHUepT
NPUCBSAYEHNA TBOPYOCTI HALLOro
nereHgapHoro noeta, XyAoxXHuKa
Ta 6opus 3a BOJKO YKPATHCbKOro

Hapoay

Tapaca
'puropoBunya
LlleBYeHKa

Axnii BifdyaeTbcA B
Hepinto, 11 6epe3Ha 2012 poky
o 1-win roguHi
B 3a/1i YKpaiHCbKOT NMpaBocniaBHOT
Llepksu CATOI Tpoiiui,

200 Como Park Boulevard,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227

CBATKOBY nporpamy nigrotysasin
LLikona YkpaiHo3HaBcTBa
npu YKKA

[licna MUCTELbKOT YaCcTUHN
BartbkiBCbkuii KoMiTeT
PigHoi Lkonn
MaTtume 419 NPUCYTHIX

KaHanku, kaBy Ta conopake

Bbynemo BOA4HI 3a
[oopoBinbHI gaTku!

Celebration of
Taras
Shevchenko

You are cordially invited
to help celebrate our
poet, artist and our
freedom fighter

To be held on

Sunday, March 11, 2012
At1 pm

At Holy Trinity
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

200 Como Park Boulevard
Cheektowaga, NY

Program has been prepared by
School of Ukrainian Studies
“Ridna Shkola”, UCCA

After the concert,
the Parents Committee
Will be serving

Ukrainian Sandwiches, coffee
and homemade sweets

Donations will be
greatly appreciated!


http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Opening our Hearts

To the Buffalo City Mission
“What you do to the least of my brethren, you do
to me” (Matthew 25:40). The religious educa-
tion students here at Saint Nicholas Parish will
be running an Open our Hearts collection of
food and items for the Buffalo City Mission.
They are asking parishioners to bring in any ex-
tra can good items, blankets, or clothing to the
Church on Sundays, in order to help those who
are in need on a daily basis at the Buffalo City
Mission. Religion students /or their teachers
will be collecting these items at the end of each
Liturgy, throughout the remainder of Great Lent.
We ask that you help our Parish “Open its
Heart” to those who are less fortunate, especially
during this time of Lent, so that the love of our
Savior can reach out to all our brothers and sis-
ters in need. As you know, the City Mission is
funded in part by the Catholic Diocese and other
agencies, but they are always in need of non-
perishable food items, blankets, and clothing.
Our religious education students would like to
run this Open our Hearts collection for the
Buffalo City Mission as another church-based
community outreach program. It is so important
for our youth to know that they can still make a
difference, especially during these difficult eco-
nomic times. With the world changing every
day, we want to encourage our Ukrainian Youth
to take an active role in spreading the message
of Christ throughout the community. Please
consider donating any non-perishable items,
blankets /or clothing to this worthy cause. Reli-
gion students will be collecting every Sunday
through April 1, 2012. When we take the time
to Open our Hearts, our drawers and our cup-
boards - to Christ - we can and we will make a
difference!

.
[o 1. KBiTHA 36Mpaemo yb6paHHs y fo6pomy
CTaHi, Kouu i KoH3epsu ansa «City Mission».
IIpocumo nepeyntaTu
iHpopmanii mo anraificbKu.

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday, March 25, 2012
at Joseph Hriczko Post,
Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after
12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and
living members of Sitch at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
COCKTAILS at 1:00 pm DINNER
at 1:30 pm includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members
and $15.00 for guests.
Membership dues of $5.00 for the 2012
year must be current and may be paid at
the door. For reservations call:
Mike Liskiewicz 837-0285 or
Maria Malaniak 668-5105
Reservation deadline is March 18, 2012

You are invited
to attend

LUC - Leaugue of

Ukrainian Catholics of America

Annual Retreat
St. Mary’s in Sloatsburg, NY

Theme:

“Bread of the Journey”
V.Rev. Msgr George Appleyard
March 23, 24 & 25, 2012
$175.00

If interested please
call ASAP:

201-843-3960
E-Mail: mc.hrubec@att.net or
omfaryna@aol.com (sr. Olga)

3 papia "Muaocepaunrt GamapaHun"

Croroani B 3aii [IpaBociiaBHOl HepKkBH
BinOyBaerbces llleBuyenkiBcbka mporpama,
3raiyl0uM pivHuui Horo HapoxxeHHs 9.
Bepe3ns 1814 p, i piunnnio iforo Binxoxy y
BiyHicTh 10. Bepe:um, 1861. IIposxuB Bin
auie 47 pokiB i ;
OJUH [IeHb, ajle
3aJIelIMB HAM Y
CIAJ0K BeJIHKOI0
0axkaTu, HaBYa-
THCS 9y5K0ro ajne
HIKOJIH CBOTO He
uypartucs. Horo
HAMAarajimcsi Ham
NMPeACTABUTH SIK
areicra, ajie 4Ym-
TA04YM HOro TBO-
PH 3HAXOAUMO HO-
T0 BEJHKY M000XK-
HicTb. BiH, sk oTi

NPHUATHIII PO3CJIa0JIeHOr0 3 HUHIIIHOIO €BaH-

reJisi, npoBaguTh Hac 10 Xpucra Ctpacro-
TepIis, Npo AIKOro BiH TaK MUIIe:

«IIlo Bin 3po0uB im Toii cBsiTHH, TOI Ha3o-
peii, Toii Cun eqnnnii Borom i30panoi Mapii

o Bin 3poouB im? I 3a mo Horo, cBsiToro,
MOpIyBAJIH, BO y3H KyBaJu; i raaBy Horo
YeCTHYI0 TEPHOM YBIHYAJIN.»

I na inmomy micui y moemi HeodiTn:

«Topni B:ke cxonuia 3ops Hax Buduieemom:
NPAaBIH CJIOBO — CBATOI NPAaBJIM i JIIO00BH —

3ops npucBiTHAA 3ilma, i Mup i pagicTs
NpHHeCcIa HA 3eMJTI0 JIIOJSIM.

dapucei i Bca mep3enna lyaes 3aBopyuiu-
Jlach, 3apeBJia, HEHAYHU raauHa B 00J10TI, i
Cuna Bbozxoro Bo nioti Ha Tiit ['onrodi
po3I’sjIa MeKe 3TI0TIIMH; | cIiaau YNUBIINCH
KpoBir katu — TBo€ro kpogiro!..

A Twu Bo3craB o rpo0y. Ci10B0 BCTAJIO — |
CJIOBO MPAB/IH MOHECJIH 0 BCiii HeBOJIbLHUYI
3emati TBoi anmocTosn cBATIL»

Horo moautsa 1o IpecssiToi Boropoaumi
TaK 3BYYHMTh:

«bJiarocjioBeHHAasl B KeHAX CBATas Mpa-
BenHas Matu cBsaToro CuHa Ha 3emuri!

He naii B HeBoJIi IponiagaTu, Jiita JeTydi
MapHO TPAaTUTh. CKOPOSIIHUX PAIOCTH,
nomn! — Ilomam MeHi cBsATEE CJI0BO, CBATOT
NPaB/i roJ10c HoBmii; I pozymom TBoim

: CBATHUM i 05KHBH i
npocsiTu!

I po3kaxy s J10-
ASIM Tope cTapoi
Mmarepi, o Mope
CJIbO3H CBATOI
NMPOJIHJIA, TAK AK i
Twu, i npuiinsana B
JKHBYIO IylIy CBiT
He3pumuii TBoiioro
po3n’saitoro CuHa...

Tu marip npasau
Ha 3emuti, Tu cibo3u
MaTepi 10 kparo i3
: cepus BUJIMJIA..
Puparo, MoJ110 praaroyn: nomIn, moaai
Ayuri yooriii cuity, 1100 OTHEHHO 3aroOBOpPHJIA,
100 CJIOBO MJaMeHeM B351J10Ch,

106 ar0asiM cepue po3TONWIIO, 100 MO
Bxkpaini po3iniiocs, sik 0;1ar0BOHHeE€E KaaNJIO0
i pigni Qymi ocBATHIIO.»

3akiH4yiM YypUBKOM 3 moemu «Mapisi»

«Bce ynoBanie Mmoe Ha Tebe, Maru,
Bo3Jsram. CesiTasi CHJIO BCIX CBATHX!
IIpunenopounas, Oaaras!

Mouocs, nuiavy i puaaro:

Bo33pn, npeuncrast Ha iX, OTHX OKPAJCHHX,
CJIIMUX HeBOJILHUKIB.

Iopaii im cnity TBoiioro myuyennka CuHa,
1100 XpecT-KailIaHu JOHEeCJIH 10 CAMOTr0
kpanw. Jocroiino mitas 6aarar! Hapuue
HeOa i 3emuri.»

«Mourocs, I'ocrioau, MoJ1I0CH!
Tebe xBaauTh He MepecTany!»

~~~

(Bzopi: Ilamamuux Lllesuenka ¢ Pumi)
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From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER! March 11, 2012
Dear )

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Hello, my dear one, and greetings from
beautiful downtown West Seneca on a rainy,
warm Thursday morning. A few minutes
ago the announcers on the radio station were
interviewing a local garden expert, who was
commenting on the warm winter and early
spring. They asked him, “What is going to
happen with the plants this spring?” He an-
swered them by saying that so long as we
don’t get a warm spell in the 70’s for a week
or two and then get hit with sharp cold, we’ll
be ok. We’ve had the mild winter and we
should be thankful and enjoy the early
spring, if we get one. However, it will be
hard on the farmers if the trees begin to bud
early, and then a bad freeze comes. So |
guess we should be praying for “seasonable
weather, an abundance of the fruits of the
earth and for peaceful times.”

It is always very easy to “enjoy the early
spring.” Last night the kids were going
home from our house some time after five
o’clock, and Emma and Noabh, the three year
olds, said, “Hey, it’s still daytime.” The oth-
er morning our kids in Pa. stopped their
mother as they were getting into the car to
go to school, “to listen to the birds singing.”
I hope you can see the beauty and hear the
sounds of this beautiful world, just a little bit
like the little ones! “For such is the King-
dom of God!”

Before | began to write today | checked
my e-mail and | had a note there telling me
of an upcoming movie. It is named “October

Baby” and will be opening in theatres on
March 23. | don’t know if it will be easily
found or advertised in the main stream
media, so that is why | want to tell you
about it.

It is a story of an adopted girl who finds
out that she is a “survivor” of a botched
abortion. I didn’t know or hear anything
about this movie until I received the
‘head’s up’ on the computer. After check-
ing the trailers, | know it is a film that an-
yone who cares about life should definite-
ly see. It seems to be a powerful and ex-
tremely moving film. Among the trailers,
was an interview with the director as he
commented on the woman who plays the
mother of the adopted child, and how he
had offered her this role simply because
she looked so very much like the actress
playing the role of the “abortion survivor.”
What was incredible about that particular
interview was that the actress called the di-
rector, and with sobs of grief, told him
how his offer to play this particular wom-
an must be a gift from God. She said it
was her life that was being portrayed in
the role, for she had had an abortion when
she was in college. Just reading the script
had brought her healing for the first time
since her abortion. The director said there
were parts of the film where it was obvi-
ous that this woman was not acting, but
her real life was pouring out in the words
of the movie. It is certainly on my list of
“things to do,” and | want it to be on your
list also. I’ll be sure to tell you more about
this new movie as more information be-
comes available.

I want you to know that we prayed for
you yesterday. | try to have a Liturgy once

a month for all the names on our parish
prayer list (and you are listed there). At the
Wednesday Liturgy of the Presanctified
Gifts we took prayers for the sick, and | was
thinking of you. May God strengthen and
heal you! May our holy Mother carry our
petitions as bouquets of roses and present
them to her Son and our God, and grant you
all you need unto salvation.

Thanks and glory to God our Lenten jour-
ney with the people in Niagara Falls contin-
ues to be reverent, special and hopeful. We
gather on Sundays, of course, for the Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great, and then again, on
Wednesday and Friday for the Liturgy of the
Presanctified Gifts. Usually there is a Litur-
gy on Saturday morning for the reposed. It is
a beautiful experience,for me as priest, to
see our small, but devout group, struggling
to shut out the world, albeit for these short
hours of service, and continue on the road to
Jerusalem with the Master. We are walking
hand in hand as we journey to the terrible,
but saving days of Great and Holy Week,
and then on to look into the empty tomb, and
later to truly, and without a doubt to see
Him, who was crucified, now ALIVE! May
the Lord bless your fast and lead you to His
holy resurrection!

Love this e-mail thing...Today there was a
note to check out the Byzantine Forum site
where they were commenting about a fire in
a rectory in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. It was
one of those sad, but incredible stories.
What happened was, the priest and his fami-
ly were attending Liturgy at St. John the
Baptist Orthodox church in the Hanover sec-
tion of Nanticoke, Pa., this past Sunday.
During the Liturgy one of the priest’s sons
entered the Altar and whispered to his Dad

that the family home was on fire. Without
blinking an eye, Father replied, “Go tell
your Mother. We’re having Liturgy right
now.” From other posts regarding the fire,
we learn that Father Adam “is that kinda
guy,” completely faithful and joyful in the
Lord. Later in the Liturgy as he was speak-
ing to the people he said, “The ruckus out-
side is the parish house burning down.
Please pray for those courageous firemen
who are risking their lives because they love
me.” (Fr. Adam is chaplain to the fire dept.)
There was extensive damage to the home
and Father and his family are now in a ho-
tel. Many groups and individuals have come
forward to offer help and I’m sure that out
of this great hardship, much good will blos-
som. (‘You can find this story on the Byzan-
tine Forum in the Church News section.
You will also find info there as to how one
can donate to help the family should your
heart be so inclined).

The war against life and freedom is still
raging. It is most encouraging to see so
many of our bishops and faithful speaking
out against the outrage attacking our socie-
ty.

The bottom of the page is rapidly approach-
ing so | will leave you with these few
words: “...the spirit of wickedness in high
places is now so powerful and many-headed
in its incarnations that there seems nothing
more to do than personally refuse to worship
any of the hydras’ heads.” J.R.R. Tolkien

May you find rest in the shadow of the
Cross this Sunday and the following week.
Be Blessed! Our holy Lady protect you!

In His Love,

Fr. Ray



From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

...On this Third Sunday of Lent, we come
face to face with the cross Christ died upon to
save us from our sinfulness. The Sunday of
the Veneration of the Holy Cross teaches us
to understand the great significance the Cross
has for us, not only during Lent, but also
throughout our whole life. We read scripture
describing it, every time we celebrate Litur-
gy; we face it on the altar. Lent is a reminder
to us that the cross Jesus took signified the
choice He made in giving His own life as a
ransom for many. The cross was the ultimate
sacrifice that Christ bore for each of us, that
we may one day know our Heavenly Father.
Lent is a time of reconciliation, prayer, reflec-
tion, and becoming reminiscent of our bap-
tism and confirmation in Christ as we pre-
pare for the glory of Easter. Lent is therefore
the time of year whereby we turn our atten-
tion to the cross. We focus on that which God
has given us, and we are challenged to go
forth and do likewise. Lent is about losing
our lives by giving them over to Christ, about
receiving Eternal life by finding Christ within
us. ""For whosoever wants to save his life will
lose it, but whosoever loses his life for my sake
and the Gospel will save it" (Mark 8:35). To-
day, having reached the middle of our Great
Fast, we take this time to commemorate the
precious, life giving cross of our Lord and
Savior!

We are reminded that as Christians, we
employ a very powerful proponent among
our daily struggles and hardships. Particu-
larly, on this Sunday, the cross is raised be-
fore us as a sign of strength, salvation, and
triumph. The Life-Giving Cross is presented
to us by our holy fathers as a source of re-
freshment and assurance, and for remem-
brance of our Lord’s Passion as we continue
through the remainder of our Lenten jour-
ney. The services of this Sunday almost make

no mention of the Cross as being a symbol
of suffering, penance, or humiliation, but
rather extol the Holy Cross as a symbol of
joy and triumph. Metropolitan Andrew
Sheptytsky, in his pastoral letter on the
Veneration of the Holy Cross stated: “The
essence of the veneration of the Cross can-
not be more clearly and gloriously ex-
pressed than it is in the service of the Sun-
day of the Veneration of the Holy Cross.
Our Rite has always joined this veneration
of the Cross with the commemoration of the
Resurrection. Bowing before the Cross, we
pray: ‘We adore Your Cross, Lord, and we
glorify Your Resurrection.” This is the true
Christian meaning of the Cross, and beyond
the Cross we see the glory of the Resurrec-
tion and the joy of everlasting bliss.”

In today's Gospel reading, Christ not only
asks his disciples, He is also asking each of
us, to deny ourselves, take up our cross and
follow Him. ""Then Jesus called the crowd to
Him, along with His disciples and said: "If
anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow
me." (Mark 8:34-35). The disciples could
not possibly understand what Christ meant
by taking up the cross, they did not know it
would become the symbol of His victory
over death. They would not know until
much later. But what does the cross mean
for each of us listening today? We, who are
well aware of Christ’s love and the tremen-
dous sacrifice He made for us, we claim the
Lord comes first in our lives, but how much
of our daily actions are devoted to Him?
The cross is not some ordinary symbol of
triumph - but rather our Lord's promise of
the Kingdom to come. On the cross, Christ
gave us His final message, as He made the
ultimate sacrifice for our salvation — He
promised there would be a renewed joy
waiting for each of us on Easter morning.
So during the most difficult times of our

lives, we can always look to the cross with
hope. Jesus never sought to lure men to Him
by the offer of an easy way. He came not to
make life easy, but to make the hearts of men
great. Jesus never calls upon us to do or face
anything that He was not prepared to endure
Himself. But how easy is it for us to recognize
Christ in the people we meet and encounter
every day? How distracted are we by the
hustle and bustle of the work day to appreci-
ate the genuine beauty of Christ in others?

A man sat at a metro station in Washington
DC and started to play the violin; it was a
cold December morning. He played six Bach
pieces for about 45 minutes. During that time,
since it was rush hour, it was calculated that a
thousand people went through the station,
most of them on their way to work. Three
minutes went by and a middle aged man no-
ticed there was musician playing. He slowed
his pace and stopped for a few seconds and
then hurried up to meet his schedule. A mi-
nute later, the violinist received his first dol-
lar tip: a woman threw the money in the till
and without stopping continued to walk. A
few minutes later, someone leaned against the
wall to listen to him, but the man looked at
his watch and started to walk again. Clearly
he was late for work. The one who paid the
most attention was a 3 year old boy. His
mother tagged him along, hurried but the kid
stopped to look at the violinist. Finally, the
mother pushed hard and the child continued
to walk turning his head to look back all the
while at the musician. This action was repeat-
ed by several other children. All the parents,
however, without exception, forced them to
move on. In the 45 minutes the musician
played, only 6 people stopped and stayed for
a while. About 20 people gave him money but
continued to walk their normal pace. He col-
lected $32 in all. When he finished playing
and silence took over, no one noticed it. No
one applauded, nor was there any recogni-

tion. No one knew that this violinist was
Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the
world. He played one of the most intricate
pieces ever written with a violin worth 3.5
million dollars. Two days before he played in
the subway, Joshua Bell sold out at a theater
in Boston and the seats average $150. This is
a true story! Joshua Bell playing incognito in
the metro station was organized as part of a
social experiment about the perceptions and
priorities of people. Do we stop to appreciate
beauty in the world? Do we recognize talent
in an unexpected context? What else do we
fail to notice as we move through our day?
One of the possible conclusions from this ex-
perience could be: If we do not have a mo-
ment to stop and listen to one of the best mu-
sicians in the world playing the best music
ever written, how many other things are we
missing? This story makes me think about
our own relationships with Christ. How
many times in life have we crossed paths with
Jesus in the people we meet, or listened to His
Word in Church - and then gone about our
day ignoring it? Perhaps, we were too hur-
ried to receive the message, too engrossed
with our jobs or our interests to take the time
to stop and listen. How much of Jesus have
we missed out on in our lives? What if where
we spent Eternity was solely based on how
well we listened to Christ today — would that
change our perceptions of how we choose to
live tomorrow?

Each of us, in our own personal way, needs
to actively build a genuine relationship with
Christ — because He is always there, reaching
out to us in love — but many times, we fail to
see Him. The good news of today’s Gospel
tells us that wherever we find the Cross,
there we will find our strength, our victory,
and our salvation. Today, as we celebrate
the veneration of the cross, we acknowledge
the sacrifice and the glory of the Son of God.

(Do you listen our “Good Samaritan” radio?)




