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S A I N T  N I C H O L A S  

U KRA I NIA N  CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 
 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ  ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß  

 

==================================================================== 

Taras Shevchenko’s influence on Ukrainian 
culture has been so immense, that even during 
Soviet times, the official position was to 
downplay strong Ukrainian patriotism ex-
pressed in his poetry, suppressing any mention 
of it, and to put an emphasis on the social and 
anti-Tsarist aspects of his legacy, the Class 
struggle within the Russian Empire. Shev-
chenko, who himself was born a serf and suf-
fered tremendously for his political views in 
opposition to the established order of the Em-
pire, was presented in the Soviet times as an 
internationalist who stood up in general for the 
plight of the poor classes exploited by the re-
actionary political regime rather than the vocal 
proponent of the Ukrainian national idea. 

This view is significantly revised in modern 
independent Ukraine, where he is now viewed 
as almost an iconic figure with unmatched 
significance for the Ukrainian nation, a view 
that has been mostly shared all along by the 
Ukrainian diaspora that has always revered 
Shevchenko. (from Wikipedia) 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

Mar. 11: 3 S. Of Lent –  3 Н. Посту T6 
12:00 AM +Michael Holowaty (Wife Anna) 
 

Mon., Mar. 12 – Пон., 12 Березня 
8:15 АM +Helen Mysliwiec, Anna Jusela, 

John & Florence (Jim) 
 

Tue., Mar. 13 – Вівторок, 13 Березня 
8:15 AM +Марія Лопадчак Турчина і пан. 

(донька Оля) 
 

Wenesday, Mar. 14 – Середа, 14 Березня 
12:00 PМ Літургія Наперід Осв. Дарів 
 Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 

 

Thu., March 15 – Чет., 15 Березня  
8:15 AM В наміренні  Гіє, Ігора, Марії 

Луїзе і Юрія 
 

Fri., March 16 – П’ят., 16 Березня 
5:30 PМ  Літургія Наперід Осв. Дарів 
 Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 
 Sorokousty - Сорокоусти 

 

Sat., March 17 – Субота, 17 Березня 
9:00 AM +Пилип Процик (родина) 

4:30 PM For Parishioners – За Парохіян 
 

Mar. 18: 4 S. Of Lent –  4 Н. Посту T7 
12:00 AM +Halyna Szczerba (Ivan Szczerba 

& Myroslava Szczerba Bertalan) 
 

Молитва св. Єфрема Сирина (+373) 
 

Господи і Владико життя мого, духа 
лінивства, недбалости, властолюб'я і 
пустослов'я віджини від мене. (поклін) 

 

Духа чистоти, покори, терпеливости і 
любови дай мені слузі твоєму. (поклін) 

 

Так, Господи царю, дай мені бачити 
провини мої, і не осуджувати брата мого ні 
сестри моєї, бо ти благословен єси на віки 
вічні. Амінь! (поклін) 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

11 Березня: 2 Неділя Посту  T6 
10:00 р. +Осип і Ґертруда 
 (М. Л. Стасюки) 
 

18 Березня: 3 Неділя Посту  T7 
10:00 р. +Пилип Плотиця (Дружна) 
 

49. відділ СУА запрошує на смачний 
обід в неділю, 18. березня по Літургії. 
Будемо просити даток за обід. 
Просимо прийти і провести приємно 
час в колі приятелів і знайомих! 
 

Branch 49 of UNWLA requests your 
presence at a lunch on Sun., March 18, 
after the 10:00 am Liturgy. There will be 
a donation requested for the lunch. 
Please come and enjoy the time with 
your friends and parishioners! 

* * * 
 Journeying together through the Lent. 
Discussion about Liturgy, Bible, Rite, 
Customs … Every Thursday of Great 
Lent at 1:00 PM. Please take Part! 

* * * 
ОБ`ЄДНАННЯ ЖІНОК - ОЧСУ Відділ 
Боффало, Н.Й.  і Жіночий Хор «Мрія» 
ВЕЛИКОДНИЙ  БАЗАР під церквою 
Неділя, 25-го березня, 2012 р. 

 

Eternal Light burns for 
+Mary Kolotylo 

Requ. By Jagodzinski Family 
 

Вічне Світло в честь ПДМ горить 
+Юлію Мохнач 
Пожертва: Родина 

 
 

 
 

There is still space for your ad. 
Маємо місцe для Вашого оголошення 
 

DNIPRO   ДНІПРО 
 

U k r a i n i a n  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204  856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
Hall and bar rentals are available. 

See your old friends on Friday night. 
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. 
Please Contribute to the 
$100,000 Building Fund. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

 

 
 

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy 
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza) 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068 
Tel. 716-630-0131  Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495 

 

 
 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 
Просимо їх підтримати! 

 

Ukrainian Home Dnipro 
Federal Credit Union 

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204 
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988 

www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com 
 

“The credit union 
with a heart” 

 

Free checking 
Competitive rates on CD’s and savings account 

Low rates for Visa Credit cards 
ATM Visa Debit cards 

Direct Deposit and Online Banking 
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts 

Free Life Insurance (some restrictions apply) 
We financially support Ukrainian causes 

ССввіійй  ДДоо  CCввооггоо  ППоо  ССввооєє  
Join now and become a member of our 

Ukrainian Credit Union Family! 
============================  
Please support our sponsors! 

 

ДЯКУЄМО – THANK YOU! 
 

============================  
The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y. 
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik 

3003 South Park Avenue 
Lackawanna, New York 14218 

(716) 824-3007 
============================  

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

85 George Urban Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225 

5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 
-------------------------------- 

(716) 894-1772 

http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/


UPCOMING 
CHURCH 
EVENTS 

 

Просимо звернути 
увагу на дати: 

 

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like 
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact 
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.  
 

• KITCHEN – is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM. 
Thank you for your help and patronage. 

 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us! 

 

SUA 49 Dinner – March 18 aft. 10 Liturgy 

=============================================================== 
 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church 
by purchasing 
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in 
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose 
or gain anything by doing this, but our 
Church will benefit greatly. We receive 
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar 
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank 
you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 

У нас успішно продаються Карточки з 
крамниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помага-
єте церкві. Для Вас не робить різниці чи 
ви платили грішми чи карточкою, але 
церква дістане від „Топс” 5%. На $1,000 
церква одержить $50. Що б закупити 
слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, або 
до канцелярії. Дякуємо! Також можна 
цією карточкою купувати бензину. 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊ. Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево 
Інформації подавати до четверга вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@yahoo.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
Хрещення: За домовленням  
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday 11:45 AM – Субота 11:45 р. 

 

Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 
 
 

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest 
 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó 
ë³÷íèö³ àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
 

 
 

Запрошуємо на концерт 
присвячений творчості нашого 
легендарного поета, художника 
та борця за волю українського 

народу 
 

Тараса 
Григоровича 

Шевченка 
 

Який відбудеться в 
Неділю, 11 березня 2012 року  

о 1-шій годині 
в залі Української Православної  

Церкви Святої Тройці, 
200 Como Park Boulevard, 
 Cheektowaga, NY 14227 

 
Святкову програму підготували 

Школа Українознавства 
при УККА 

 
 

Після мистецької частини  
Батьківський Комітет 

Рідної Школи 
матиме для присутнiх 

 
Канапки, каву та солодке 

 
 Будемо вдячні за 
добровільні датки! 

Celebration of 
Taras 

Shevchenko 
 
 

You are cordially invited 
to help celebrate our 
poet, artist and our 

freedom fighter 
 

To be held on 
 

Sunday, March 11, 2012 
At 1 pm 

 

At Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

  

200 Como Park Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, NY 

 
Program has been prepared by 
School of Ukrainian Studies  

“Ridna Shkola”, UCCA  
 

After the concert, 
the Parents Committee 

Will be serving 
 

Ukrainian Sandwiches, coffee 
and homemade sweets 

 
Donations will be 

greatly appreciated! 
 

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/


Opening our Hearts 
To the Buffalo City Mission 

“What you do to the least of my brethren, you do 
to me” (Matthew 25:40).  The religious educa-
tion students here at Saint Nicholas Parish will 
be running an Open our Hearts collection of 
food and items for the Buffalo City Mission. 
They are asking parishioners to bring in any ex-
tra can good items, blankets, or clothing to the 
Church on Sundays, in order to help those who 
are in need on a daily basis at the Buffalo City 
Mission.  Religion students /or their teachers 
will be collecting these items at the end of each 
Liturgy, throughout the remainder of Great Lent.  
We ask that you help our Parish “Open its 
Heart” to those who are less fortunate, especially 
during this time of Lent, so that the love of our 
Savior can reach out to all our brothers and sis-
ters in need.  As you know, the City Mission is 
funded in part by the Catholic Diocese and other 
agencies, but they are always in need of non-
perishable food items, blankets, and clothing.  
Our religious education students would like to 
run this Open our Hearts collection for the 
Buffalo City Mission as another church-based 
community outreach program.  It is so important 
for our youth to know that they can still make a 
difference, especially during these difficult eco-
nomic times. With the world changing every 
day, we want to encourage our Ukrainian Youth 
to take an active role in spreading the message 
of Christ throughout the community.  Please 
consider donating any non-perishable items, 
blankets /or clothing to this worthy cause.  Reli-
gion students will be collecting every Sunday 
through April 1, 2012.  When we take the time 
to Open our Hearts, our drawers and our cup-
boards - to Christ - we can and we will make a 
difference! 

* * * 
До 1. Квітня збираємо убрання у доброму 
стані, коци і конзерви для «City Mission». 

Просимо перечитати 
інформації по англійськи. 

 

SITCH DINNER MEETING 
Sunday, March 25, 2012 
at Joseph Hriczko Post, 

Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after 
     12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and 

living members of Sitch at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

COCKTAILS at 1:00 pm    DINNER 
at 1:30 pm includes refreshments 
 Meeting to be held after dinner. 

        Dinner cost is $10.00 for members 
and $15.00 for guests. 

  Membership dues of $5.00 for the 2012 
year must be current and may be paid at 

the door. For reservations call: 
Mike Liskiewicz   837-0285 or 

Maria Malaniak  668-5105 
Reservation deadline is March 18, 2012 

============================================================ 

You are invited 
to attend 

 

LUC - Leaugue of 
Ukrainian Catholics of America 

Annual Retreat 
 

St. Mary’s in Sloatsburg, NY 
 

Theme: 
“Bread of the Journey” 
V.Rev. Msgr George Appleyard 

 

March 23, 24 & 25, 2012 
 

$175.00 
 

If interested please 
call ASAP: 

 

201-843-3960 
E-Mail: mc.hrubec@att.net or 
omfaryna@aol.com (sr. Olga) 

Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
Сьогодні в залі Православної церкви 

відбувається Шевченківська програма, 
згадуючи річницi його народження 9. 
Березня 1814 р, і річницю його відходу у 
вічність 10. Березня, 1861. Прожив він 
лише 47 років і 
один день, але 
залешив нам у 
спадок великого 
бажати, навча-
тися чужого але 
ніколи свого не 
цуратися. Його 
намагалися нам 
представити як 
атеїста, але чи-
таючи його тво-
ри знаходимо йо-
го велику побож-
ність. Він, як оті 
приятилі розслабленого з нинішного єван-
гелія, провадить нас до Христа Страсто-
терпця, про якого він так пише: 

«Що Він зробив їм той святий, той Назо-
рей, той Син єдиний Богом ізбраної Марії 

Що він зробив їм? І за що Його, святого, 
мордували, во узи кували; і главу Його 
честную терном увінчали.» 

І на іншому місці у поемі Неофіти: 
«Тоді вже сходила зоря над Вифлеємом: 

правди слово – святої правди і любови – 
Зоря присвітняя зійшла, і мир і радість 

принесла на землю людям. 
Фарисеї і вся мерзенна Іудея заворуши-

лась, заревла, неначи гадина в болоті, і 
Сина Божого во плоті на тій Голгофі 
розп’яла меже злодіями; і спали упившись 
кровію кати – Твоєю кровію!.. 

А Ти возстав од гробу. Слово встало – і 
слово правди понесли по всій невольничій 
землі Твої апостоли святії.» 

Його молитва до Пресвятої Богородиці 
так звучить: 

«Благословенная в женах святая пра-
ведная Мати святого Сина на землі! 

Не дай в неволі пропадати, літа летучі 
марно тратить. Скорбящих радости, 
пошли! – Пошли мені святеє слово, святої 
правди голос новий;  І розумом Твоїм 

святим і оживи і 
просвіти! 

І розкажу я лю-
дям горе старої 
матері, що море 
сльози святої 
пролила, так як і 
Ти, і прийняла в 
живую душу світ 
незримий Твойого 
розп’ятого Сина...  

Ти матір правди 
на землі, Ти сльози 
матері до краю із 
серця вилила... 

 Ридаю, молю ридаючи: пошли, подай 
душі убогій силу, щоб огненно заговорила, 
щоб слово пламенем взялось, 

Щоб людям серце розтопило, щоб по 
Вкраїні розлилось, як благовоннеє кадило 
і рідні душі освятило.» 

Закінчім уривком з поеми «Марія» 
«Все упованіє моє на Тебе, Мати, 

возлягаю. Святая сило всіх святих! 
Принепорочная, благая! 

Молюся, плачу і ридаю: 
Воззри, пречистая на їх, отих окрадених, 

сліпих невольників. 
Подай їм силу Твойого мученика Сина, 

щоб хрест-кайдани донесли до самого 
краю. Достойно пітая благаю! Царице 
неба і землі.» 

~ ~ ~ 
«Молюся, Господи, молюсь! 
Тебе хвалить не перестану!» 

~ ~ ~ 
(Вгорі: Памятник Шевченка в Римі) 

mailto:mc.hrubec@att.net
mailto:omfaryna@aol.com


From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko 

 
 

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!   
GLORY FOREVER! March 11, 2012 

 

Dear ____________________________ , 
 

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter) 
 

 Hello, my dear one, and greetings from 
beautiful downtown West Seneca on a rainy, 
warm Thursday morning. A few minutes 
ago the announcers on the radio station were 
interviewing a local garden expert, who was 
commenting on the warm winter and early 
spring. They asked him, “What is going to 
happen with the plants this spring?” He an-
swered them by saying that so long as we 
don’t get a warm spell in the 70’s for a week 
or two and then get hit with sharp cold, we’ll 
be ok. We’ve had the mild winter and we 
should be thankful and enjoy the early 
spring, if we get one. However, it will be 
hard on the farmers if the trees begin to bud 
early, and then a bad freeze comes. So I 
guess we should be praying for “seasonable 
weather, an abundance of the fruits of the 
earth and for peaceful times.” 
 It is always very easy to “enjoy the early 
spring.” Last night the kids were going 
home from our house some time after five 
o’clock, and Emma and Noah, the three year 
olds, said, “Hey, it’s still daytime.” The oth-
er morning our kids in Pa. stopped their 
mother as they were getting into the car to 
go to school, “to listen to the birds singing.” 
I hope you can see the beauty and hear the 
sounds of this beautiful world, just a little bit 
like the little ones! “For such is the King-
dom of God!” 
 Before I began to write today I checked 
my e-mail and I had a note there telling me 
of an upcoming movie. It is named “October 

Baby” and will be opening in theatres on 
March 23. I don’t know if it will be easily 
found or advertised in the main stream 
media, so that is why I want to tell you 
about it.  
 It is a story of an adopted girl who finds 
out that she is a “survivor” of a botched 
abortion. I didn’t know or hear anything 
about this movie until I received the 
‘head’s up’ on the computer. After check-
ing the trailers, I know it is a film that an-
yone who cares about life should definite-
ly see. It seems to be a powerful and ex-
tremely moving film. Among the trailers, 
was an interview with the director as he 
commented on the woman who plays the 
mother of the adopted child, and how he 
had offered her this role simply because 
she looked so very much like the actress 
playing the role of the “abortion survivor.” 
What was incredible about that particular 
interview was that the actress called the di-
rector, and with sobs of grief, told him 
how his offer to play this particular wom-
an must be a gift from God. She said it 
was her life that was being portrayed in 
the role, for she had had an abortion when 
she was in college. Just reading the script 
had brought her healing for the first time 
since her abortion. The director said there 
were parts of the film where it was obvi-
ous that this woman was not acting, but 
her real life was pouring out in the words 
of the movie. It is certainly on my list of 
“things to do,” and I want it to be on your 
list also. I’ll be sure to tell you more about 
this new movie as more information be-
comes available. 
 I want you to know that we prayed for 
you yesterday. I try to have a Liturgy once 

a month for all the names on our parish 
prayer list (and you are listed there). At the 
Wednesday Liturgy of the Presanctified 
Gifts we took prayers for the sick, and I was 
thinking of you. May God strengthen and 
heal you! May our holy Mother carry our 
petitions as bouquets of roses and present 
them to her Son and our God, and grant you 
all you need unto salvation. 
 Thanks and glory to God our Lenten jour-
ney with the people in Niagara Falls contin-
ues to be reverent, special and hopeful. We 
gather on Sundays, of course, for the Liturgy 
of St. Basil the Great, and then again, on 
Wednesday and Friday for the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts. Usually there is a Litur-
gy on Saturday morning for the reposed. It is 
a beautiful experience,for me as priest, to 
see our small, but devout group, struggling 
to shut out the world, albeit for these short 
hours of service, and continue on the road to 
Jerusalem with the Master. We are walking 
hand in hand as we journey to the terrible, 
but saving days of Great and Holy Week, 
and then on to look into the empty tomb, and 
later to truly, and without a doubt to see 
Him, who was crucified, now ALIVE! May 
the Lord bless your fast and lead you to His 
holy resurrection! 
 Love this e-mail thing…Today there was a 
note to check out the Byzantine Forum site 
where they were commenting about a fire in 
a rectory in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. It was 
one of those sad, but incredible stories. 
What happened was, the priest and his fami-
ly were attending Liturgy at St. John the 
Baptist Orthodox church in the Hanover sec-
tion of Nanticoke, Pa., this past Sunday. 
During the Liturgy one of the priest’s sons 
entered the Altar and whispered to his Dad 

that the family home was on fire. Without 
blinking an eye, Father replied, “Go tell 
your Mother. We’re having Liturgy right 
now.” From other posts regarding the fire, 
we learn that Father Adam “is that kinda 
guy,” completely faithful and joyful in the 
Lord. Later in the Liturgy as he was speak-
ing to the people he said, “The ruckus out-
side is the parish house burning down. 
Please pray for those courageous firemen 
who are risking their lives because they love 
me.” (Fr. Adam is chaplain to the fire dept.) 
There was extensive damage to the home 
and Father and his family are now in a ho-
tel. Many groups and individuals have come 
forward to offer help and I’m sure that out 
of this great hardship, much good will blos-
som. (You can find this story on the Byzan-
tine Forum in the Church News section. 
You will also find info there as to how one 
can donate to help the family should your 
heart be so inclined). 
 The war against life and freedom is still 
raging. It is most encouraging to see so 
many of our bishops and faithful speaking 
out against the outrage attacking our socie-
ty. 
The bottom of the page is rapidly approach-
ing so I will leave you with these few 
words:  “...the spirit of wickedness in high 
places is now so powerful and many-headed 
in its incarnations that there seems nothing 
more to do than personally refuse to worship 
any of the hydras’ heads.” J.R.R. Tolkien 
 May you find rest in the shadow of the 
Cross this Sunday and the following week. 
Be Blessed! Our holy Lady protect you! 
 

    In His Love, 
     
    Fr. Ray 



From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
 

...On this Third Sunday of Lent, we come 
face to face with the cross Christ died upon to 
save us from our sinfulness.  The Sunday of 
the Veneration of the Holy Cross teaches us 
to understand the great significance the Cross 
has for us, not only during Lent, but also 
throughout our whole life.  We read scripture 
describing it, every time we celebrate Litur-
gy; we face it on the altar.  Lent is a reminder 
to us that the cross Jesus took signified the 
choice He made in giving His own life as a 
ransom for many.  The cross was the ultimate 
sacrifice that Christ bore for each of us, that 
we may one day know our Heavenly Father.  
Lent is a time of reconciliation, prayer, reflec-
tion, and becoming reminiscent of our bap-
tism and confirmation in Christ as we pre-
pare for the glory of Easter.  Lent is therefore 
the time of year whereby we turn our atten-
tion to the cross.  We focus on that which God 
has given us, and we are challenged to go 
forth and do likewise.  Lent is about losing 
our lives by giving them over to Christ, about 
receiving Eternal life by finding Christ within 
us. "For whosoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whosoever loses his life for my sake 
and the Gospel will save it" (Mark 8:35).  To-
day, having reached the middle of our Great 
Fast, we take this time to commemorate the 
precious, life giving cross of our Lord and 
Savior!  

We are reminded that as Christians, we 
employ a very powerful proponent among 
our daily struggles and hardships.  Particu-
larly, on this Sunday, the cross is raised be-
fore us as a sign of strength, salvation, and 
triumph.  The Life-Giving Cross is presented 
to us by our holy fathers as a source of re-
freshment and assurance, and for remem-
brance of our Lord’s Passion as we continue 
through the remainder of our Lenten jour-
ney.  The services of this Sunday almost make 

no mention of the Cross as being a symbol 
of suffering, penance, or humiliation, but 
rather extol the Holy Cross as a symbol of 
joy and triumph.  Metropolitan Andrew 
Sheptytsky, in his pastoral letter on the 
Veneration of the Holy Cross stated: “The 
essence of the veneration of the Cross can-
not be more clearly and gloriously ex-
pressed than it is in the service of the Sun-
day of the Veneration of the Holy Cross.  
Our Rite has always joined this veneration 
of the Cross with the commemoration of the 
Resurrection.  Bowing before the Cross, we 
pray: ‘We adore Your Cross, Lord, and we 
glorify Your Resurrection.’  This is the true 
Christian meaning of the Cross, and beyond 
the Cross we see the glory of the Resurrec-
tion and the joy of everlasting bliss.”    

In today's Gospel reading, Christ not only 
asks his disciples, He is also asking each of 
us, to deny ourselves, take up our cross and 
follow Him.  "Then Jesus called the crowd to 
Him, along with His disciples and said: `If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow 
me." (Mark 8:34-35).  The disciples could 
not possibly understand what Christ meant 
by taking up the cross, they did not know it 
would become the symbol of His victory 
over death.  They would not know until 
much later.  But what does the cross mean 
for each of us listening today?  We, who are 
well aware of Christ’s love and the tremen-
dous sacrifice He made for us, we claim the 
Lord comes first in our lives, but how much 
of our daily actions are devoted to Him?  
The cross is not some ordinary symbol of 
triumph - but rather our Lord's promise of 
the Kingdom to come.  On the cross, Christ 
gave us His final message, as He made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our salvation – He 
promised there would be a renewed joy 
waiting for each of us on Easter morning.  
So during the most difficult times of our 

lives, we can always look to the cross with 
hope.  Jesus never sought to lure men to Him 
by the offer of an easy way. He came not to 
make life easy, but to make the hearts of men 
great.  Jesus never calls upon us to do or face 
anything that He was not prepared to endure 
Himself.  But how easy is it for us to recognize 
Christ in the people we meet and encounter 
every day?  How distracted are we by the 
hustle and bustle of the work day to appreci-
ate the genuine beauty of Christ in others?   

A man sat at a metro station in Washington 
DC and started to play the violin; it was a 
cold December morning. He played six Bach 
pieces for about 45 minutes. During that time, 
since it was rush hour, it was calculated that a 
thousand people went through the station, 
most of them on their way to work. Three 
minutes went by and a middle aged man no-
ticed there was musician playing. He slowed 
his pace and stopped for a few seconds and 
then hurried up to meet his schedule.  A mi-
nute later, the violinist received his first dol-
lar tip: a woman threw the money in the till 
and without stopping continued to walk.  A 
few minutes later, someone leaned against the 
wall to listen to him, but the man looked at 
his watch and started to walk again. Clearly 
he was late for work.  The one who paid the 
most attention was a 3 year old boy. His 
mother tagged him along, hurried but the kid 
stopped to look at the violinist. Finally, the 
mother pushed hard and the child continued 
to walk turning his head to look back all the 
while at the musician. This action was repeat-
ed by several other children. All the parents, 
however, without exception, forced them to 
move on.  In the 45 minutes the musician 
played, only 6 people stopped and stayed for 
a while. About 20 people gave him money but 
continued to walk their normal pace. He col-
lected $32 in all. When he finished playing 
and silence took over, no one noticed it. No 
one applauded, nor was there any recogni-

tion.  No one knew that this violinist was 
Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the 
world. He played one of the most intricate 
pieces ever written with a violin worth 3.5 
million dollars.  Two days before he played in 
the subway, Joshua Bell sold out at a theater 
in Boston and the seats average $150.  This is 
a true story!  Joshua Bell playing incognito in 
the metro station was organized as part of a 
social experiment about the perceptions and 
priorities of people. Do we stop to appreciate 
beauty in the world?  Do we recognize talent 
in an unexpected context?  What else do we 
fail to notice as we move through our day?  
One of the possible conclusions from this ex-
perience could be: If we do not have a mo-
ment to stop and listen to one of the best mu-
sicians in the world playing the best music 
ever written, how many other things are we 
missing?  This story makes me think about 
our own relationships with Christ.  How 
many times in life have we crossed paths with 
Jesus in the people we meet, or listened to His 
Word in Church - and then gone about our 
day ignoring it?  Perhaps, we were too hur-
ried to receive the message, too engrossed 
with our jobs or our interests to take the time 
to stop and listen.  How much of Jesus have 
we missed out on in our lives?  What if where 
we spent Eternity was solely based on how 
well we listened to Christ today – would that 
change our perceptions of how we choose to 
live tomorrow? 

Each of us, in our own personal way, needs 
to actively build a genuine relationship with 
Christ – because He is always there, reaching 
out to us in love – but many times, we fail to 
see Him.  The good news of today’s Gospel 
tells us that wherever we find the Cross, 
there we will find our strength, our victory, 
and our salvation.   Today, as we celebrate 
the veneration of the cross, we acknowledge 
the sacrifice and the glory of the Son of God.   

(Do you listen our “Good Samaritan” radio?) 


