106 cratu wienamu CYK ,IIpoBuainnsa’,

MPOCHMO 3BepTaTHcs 10 naHi 'aBpuiriok.

The Providence Association

Life Insurance & Annuities
WWW.DIOVASSILCOM

vy

79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Pages:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors
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IHiaTpuMaiiM0 HAIIIUX CIIOH30PIB

e v e
1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

SLAVIY
RAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550
William Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak af

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421C

PHONE 893-1025

-

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors

NO

SAINT NIGHOLAS

12 UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH

VKPAIHGLKA KATOAHI[LKA
IHEPKRA GRBATOIO MHUKOAAA

UNDER THE PROTEGTION
OF MOTHER OF GOD

TIA OMIKOI MPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPTI OAII'ITPI'I'

GH-GBGH BULLETIN - N%E?

ch ESM epeslm =

U;e?ﬂeﬂmfﬁfﬁicﬂnﬁ qﬁ%

Yepes xpect ['ocmoab xoye He MY4YUTH HAC,
a 3BUIBHMTH, NIOKA3aTH, L0 BCe MU OTPHU-
myemo Bin Hworo. Pozgymyroun Hag cBoim
JKUTTAM, CTAPAal4YHUCh 3po3ymiTH, ik bor
HAC BeJde, MU NMOYMHAEMO YCBIiIOMJIIOBATH,
10 MU, JIIH, € THMH, XTO NPOCUTH, HAI-
€Tbesl, AoBipsie i orpumye. Icyc Xpmuceroc
cKa3aB: «AKIO0 Bu He cTaHeTe TakKMMH, AK
aitu, He yBiiiiere B He6ecne LlapcTBo». JIn-
THHA He Ma€ TypOOT: BOHA 3HAE, IO TATO i
MaMma ii JIl00JI5ITh, 1110 BOHU NPO Hei moada-
0Th, 110 BOHA BiJ HUX yce orpuMmae. Tinb-
KH TOJi, KOJIM MH JilijleMo 10 JAUTHHHOIO
PO3yMiHHSI CBOro craBjieHHs1 10 bora, mo-
yyBaTHUMeMOcs BuUIbHI 1 macausi. 'ocnoan
Bor Beae Hac 10 HLOro cBOiMH IOJ€HHUMH
MaJIeCHbKUMH BHUIPOOYBAHHSIMH, THM, IIO
Mu HazuBaeMo xpectom. (ITamp. JI. I'yzap)
+ + +

XpecTy TBOEMY, NOKJIOHAEMOCS
Baanuko, i cBsiTEE BOCKpPECIiHHA
TBO€ CJIaBUMO!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MOP’SI/IOK CB. JIITYPI'IA

Mar. 18: 4 S. Of Lent — 4 H. Ilocty

ﬁ 18 bepesns: 3 Hexins ITocty ﬁ

12:00 AM +Halyna Szczerba (Ivan Szczerba 10:00 p. +ITuaun Ilnoruns (JApy:xuna)
& Myroslava Szczerba Bertalan) 25 Bepesus: 4 Heninn Iocry E

Mon., Mar. 19 — IloH., 19 bepe3us

8:15 AM +Spocnasa bopauox (p. skyH)

Tue., Mar. 20 — BisTopok, 20 bepe3usn

9:00 AM +Frania Bodnarsky
(Dudkiewicz Family)

Wenesday, Mar. 21 — Cepena, 21 bepe3us

12:00 PM Jlitypris Hanepix Ocs. [lapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts

Thu., March 22 — Yer., 22 bepe3uns

8:15 AM €Brenis CykMaHOBChKa

(Apocnas i I'anst MouepHskH)

Fri., March 23 — II’siT., 23 bepe3us

5:30 PM Jlirypria Hamepin OcB. lapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Sorokousty - CopoxkoycTu

Sat., March 24 — Cy6ora, 24 bepe3us
9:00 AM +Amnna Cemnsaipuyk (A. MenbHUK)

4:30 PM  For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

Mar. 25:5S. Of Lent— 5 H. Hocry I
12:00 AM Living and deceased members of

Sitch

MouantBa cB. Eppema Cupuna (+373)

I'ocnioau i Biaaauko sKUTTA MOro, 1yXa
JIHMBCTBA, HeA0AJ0CTH, BJIACTOJI100'1 i
MYCTOCJIOB'Sl BilKUHU BiJ MeHe. (nOKiH)

Jyxa 4ucToTH, MIOKOPH, TEPHEJTUBOCTH i
JIIOOOBM aii MeHi cJ1y3i TBOEMY. (HOKiH)

Tak, 'ociogu mapio, xaii MeHi 6aunT
NMPOBHHM MOI, i He OCyIsKyBaTH OpaTa MOro Hi
cecTpU MO€i, 00 TH 0J1ar0CI0BEH €CH HA BiKH
BiuHi. AMiHb! (ROKiN)

10:00 p. +IBan, Anacara3sisa, Mapis,
MiuxkoJa, Ajlexkca, Bacuiab

(KaTepuna JlexHoBCcbKa)

49. Bingia CY A 3anpourye Ha cMadYHUi
00ix ceoroani, 18 6epesns no Cs. Jlityp-
rii. Bynemo npocutu 1aTok 3a o0ia.
IIpocuMo npuiiTH i NpoBecTH NPHEMHO
yac B KOJIi NpUATeNiB i 3HalloMux!

Branch 49 of UNWLA requests your
presence at alunch on Sun., March 18,
after the 10:00 am Liturgy. Therewill
be a donation requested for thelunch.
Please come and enjoy thetime with
your friendsand parishioners!

Eternal Light burnsfor
+Phylyp Plotycia (wife Maria

Biune Csitao B yects IIJIM ropursn
+AHTOHA Bimky (Poxuna

Prayer of St. Ephrem

O Lord and Master of my life, Take
away from me the will to be lazy and to be
sad, the desire to get ahead of other peo-
ple, to boast and brag. (Profound bow)

Givemeinstead, a pure and humble
spirit, thewill to be patient with other
people and to love them. (Profound bow)

Let merealize my own mistakes, and
keep me from judging the things other
people do. For you are blessed, now and
forever, Amen. (Profound bow)

i St Joseph School For Boys
- Bookstore
Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

Thereisstill spacefor your ad.
Maemo Mmicue a5 Banioro orosionmeHnHs

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DEL AND GIFTS

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards

Direct Deposit and Online Banking

IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)

Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

SUA 49 Dinner —March 18 aft. 10 Liturgy

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
usraise money QT S
for our Church gﬂp .
by purchasing L pS

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npogawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IJIATHJIM FPilIMM Y¥ KapTOYKOI0, ajie
uepksa aicrane Bin ,, Tornc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOUYKOI0 KyNMyBATH O€H3HHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
PO}II/IHa IMOBUHHA l'IOBilIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

Tothe Church
IMO Mary Petryshyn
Peter Petryshyn - $100.00
Andrij & Maria Petryshyn - $100.00

L eague of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council $600.00
Rev. Walter Werbicki - $100.00
Peter Maxim - $2500.00

“ Special Appeal”

IMO Peter Polisczczuk
Natalia K rawczuk - $100.00
Mykola & Tania Pasawsky - $25.00
Dmytro & Dolores Baranyckyj - $20.00
Myron & Zenia Burak - $10.00

Donations Towar ds Coffee Hour
(Coffee Hour Benefits- Yearly Com-

munication Assessment Fee)
Eva Kowtalo

Thank You! sikyemo!

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, April 29, 2012 — League of
Ukrainian Catholics Spaghetti
Dinner to benefit the Msgr. Paul
lwachiw Scholarship Fund

The Liturgical Choir of the Buffalo
Deanery will have rehearsal for
the Easter season on Monday,
March 27, 2012 in St. Nicholas
Church Hall at 7:00PM. Any one
interested in joining the choir is
most welcome.

Ob'€IHAHHA XKXIHOK - OUCY
Bimtin Boddano, H.IA.
1 Kinouuit Xop «Mpis»
BnamroBye

BEJIUKOJHUIN BA3AP

Henins, 25-ro 6epesns, 2012p.
micis borocmyxeHns
B LIepKBI, cB. Muko:mas, 308 diamop

11318
[Teuuso!! Cwmaunnii O06ix!!
Kaptku!!
[Mucanku!! I'epnanu!!

JlackaBo IIpocumo!

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION FOR THE
DEFENSE OF FOUR FREEDOMS
FOR UKRAINE, INC.

& Women's Choir “Mriya’ presents an

EASTER BAZAAR

Baked Goods!! sl
Delicious R
Lunch!! i . T

Ukrainian Greet- g 1

' /| ;
ing Cards!! Ea— wﬁ

Pysanky!! Ger-
dany!!

St. Nicholas Church, 308 Fillmore Ave.
Sunday, March 25th, 2012
after the Liturgy ends.
Everyoneismost cordially invited!!!
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http://www.topsmarkets.com/
http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Opening our Hearts
TotheBuffalo City Mission

Jo 1. KBiTHs1 30upaemMo yOpaHHS y T0OpoMy
cTaHi, Kouu i kousepsu misa «City Missions.
IIpocuMo mepeYuTaTH MO AHIJIIHCHKH.

* Kk *

“What you do to the least of my brethren, you
dotome’ (Matthew 25:40). The religious edu-
cation students here at Saint Nicholas Parish will
be running an Open our Hearts collection of
food and items for the Buffalo City Mission.
They are asking parishioners to bring in any ex-
tra can good items, blankets, or clothing to the
Church on Sundays, in order to help those who
arein need on adaily basis at the Buffalo City
Mission. Religion students/or their teachers
will be collecting these items at the end of each
Liturgy, throughout the remainder of Great Lent.
We ask that you help our Parish “Open its
Heart” to those who are less fortunate, especially
during thistime of Lent, so that the love of our
Savior can reach out to all our brothers and sis-
tersin need. Asyou know, the City Missionis
funded in part by the Catholic Diocese and other
agencies, but they are aways in need of non-
perishable food items, blankets, and clothing.
Our religious education students would like to
run this Open our Hearts collection for the
Buffalo City Mission as another church-based
community outreach program. It is so important
for our youth to know that they can still make a
difference, especially during these difficult eco-
nomic times. With the world changing every
day, we want to encourage our Ukrainian Y outh
to take an active role in spreading the message
of Christ throughout the community. Please
consider donating any non-perishable items,
blankets /or clothing to this worthy cause. Re-
ligion students will be collecting every Sunday
through April 1, 2012. When we take the time
to Open our Hearts, our drawers and our cup-
boards - to Christ - we can and we will make a
difference!

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday, March 25, 2012
at Joseph Hriczko Post,
Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after
12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and
living members of Sitch at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
COCKTAILSa 1:00pm DINNER
at 1:30 pm includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.
Dinner cost is $10.00 for members
and $15.00 for guests.

Member ship dues of $5.00 for the 2012
year must be current and may be paid at
the door. For reservations call:

Mike Liskiewicz 837-0285 or

MariaMalaniak 668-5105
Reservation deadlineis March 18, 2012

You areinvited
to attend

L UC - Leaugue of
Ukrainian Catholics of America

Annual Retreat
St. Mary’sin Sloatsburg, NY

Theme:

“Bread of the Jour ney”
V.Rev. Msgr George Appleyard
March 23, 24 & 25, 2012
$175.00

If interested please
call ASAP:

201-843-3960
E-Mail: mc.hrubec@att.net or
omfaryna@aol.com (sr. Olga)

=

3 papia "Muaoceppnnri Gamapanuu"

50 pokiB Tomy, y 1962, Gnaronokiii-
Huit Matpispx Mocud Cninuii Tak nu-
caB y CBOMOMY MOCMaHHi 3 Harogu Be-
NIKKOro nocTy:

«Y Ui BennkonocHi aHi ctae Ham
nepen oui ACHile, AIK Hikonu, npaBaa
%epTBMU i Nto6oBi Xpucra Ao Hac. i
Tpeba pobpe cobi npurapaty i BigcBi-
XUTKU B nam'aTi. CBOIMM TepniHHAMM | cMepTIO
Cnacutenb BNOBHi 3aCNYyXWUB HaM BiAKYNNEHHS i
cnaciHHs BiA rpixa, ane B ¢Boil BcemyapocTi BiH
OCTaBMB i YaCTUHY CTpPaAaHb AN Hac, Wobu mu i3
CBOro 60Ky CnpUYUHANUCH i nyynnuck 3 Hum Tic-
HO B Aini Haworo BigKynneHHs. Lo6u mu cknada-
J1u ceoi' mina Ha xepmey xusy, cesimy, Musny
bozosi (Pum 12, 1). BnpaBai bor 3cunae Ha Hac
BCAKI TepniHHSA, ane BiH xoue, wobu mu i gobpo-
BiNbHO i papo 6panu Ha cebe AKicb XpecTH i
YMEepPTBNEHHS, He nsAKanucb 6onto B iM's Bipw,
NOKOHYBanu CBOi NpMcTpacTi i 3abaraHku, HeXiTb i
OTAXINICTb, BiBMOBNANM CO0i AesAKi NPMEMHOCTI
Ta TUM 3acBigYUNM Hawy Aobpy BonK B CnyxOi i
nio6osi Xpucta. Tak Tpeba po3ymiTu cnosa cB.
Maena B nocnaHHi fo €Bpeis, Wo 6e3 XepTBU
HeMa cnaciHHsA. XpucToc npoBiB COPOK AHIB Ha
Bignoaai i B camoTi, B ropsiviii MOnuTBi i cTporo-
My nocTi. Liei npuknag ctaBuTb Ham nepepn oui
cB. LiepkBa, 60 nicT i MonuTBa, — Lie HaWNeBHilwi
3acobu cnaciHHA. BoHu NOCKpOMNIOOTD i 0unLLy-
OTb TiNO i AyLWY XPUCTIAHCLKOI NOANHM | AOBO-
AATb i go cB. Cnosigi i ¢cB. NpuyacTsa, 60 HUMK
MOBMHHO KIHYUTUCH BENIMKONOCHE KasHHSA. Topi
LLOWHO HaNeXHO MOXe KOXHWIA XPUCTIAHUH
npa3gHyBatu Xpuctose BockpeciHHA. Hexan,
OTXe, Lji BEeNIMKOMNOCHi 3aCTaHOBU, NoBara i Cym B
yaci nam'ati XpuctoBux cTpacteu i cmepTi, nepe-
AyciM B CTpaCHOMY TUXHi, ocAl00Tb Bawwi aywi i
Tina, ckpinnATb 6e3cuUnicTb i Hagilo y BCiX npu-
KpocTaX i HegonernueocTax. Lie cnpaeai Han-
CyBOpilIMK Yac, ane i HanbnaroAaTHilWKUN B
XpUCTUSHCbKOMY poui. CBiT ntobyeTbes B nepe-
CUTi, HaAMIPHOMY YXXWBaHHi MaTepiAnbHUX Aiop,
B iAi, HANUTKY i po3rHy3AaHOCTi npucTpacTen, ane

BiH He HaX0AWUTb B HUX OCTaTOYHOro BAOBOJIEHHS
i wacta. XpucrtoBa LiepkBa HaBnaku, nopy4ae
HaBiTb NOOYBaTUCL B MOCTI i MONUTBI i KasiHHI,
LWoOM LMM 3aCnyXUTH | NPUTOTOBUTUCH A0
CrnpaBAilLHOI AYLWEBHOI PafoCTi, B nepLuy Yepry
Ao papocTi 3 XpuctoBoro BockpeciHHSA.»

CborogHi TpeTs HeainsA BENUKOro NoCTy B AKil
CBATa LiepKBa HaKa3ye BUCTAaBMATM XPecT Ao ny6-
NMYHOrO NOYUTaHHA. Knagemo 1oro Ha TeTpanog,
wob po3BaxyBaTu Hag XpUCTOBUMM CTPACTAMM,
wo6 BignosiaHo npurotoBnaTuca go Mocnopa-
HbOro BockpeciHHs.

"Xpecty TBOEMy, NOKNOHsAAEMocA Bnaguko, i
CBATEE BOCKPECiHHA TBOE ClaBuUMO", cniBanu mMu
nigYac CbOrofHilHOI BignpaBy No HalMX LepK-
Bax. Lli cnoBa malTb CKpinuTK Hac y Hawiii gopo-
3i NPOAOBXK LbOro BENUKOro nocTy, Wob Hawi
BYMKM He po3ryounucs, ane wob mu 3ocepeau-
nuca Ha XpucTa CTpaxaayoro a 3rogomM Boc-
kpecnoro. LLIo6 y cBoiX TepniHHAX M1 3aBXKAK
MOITIM MaTU HaAilo Ha Hawe BOCKpeciHHs. LLiob
HEeCTM CBilN XpecT 3i 3po3yMiHHAM, Lo ocnoab
Hece oro pa3om 3 Hamu, i M1 3 Hum 6e3yMoBHO
nepemoXxumo.

«Hectun xpect — o3Hayae BigaaTucs borosi
LiNKOBUTO, BiAKMHYTU CaMONIOBGCTBO, Hi4oro cobi
He NPUTPUMATH» - NUCaAB Y CBOMOMY NOCNaHHi
Natpisipx NMio6omup. «KoxHui 3 Hac xoye 3abes-
neynTn cobi MaidyTHE, CXOBaTH WOCL COBI Ha
YOpHy roauHy. Yacto monogi noam (i B ubomy,
MOXIMBO, nonsArae Tparegia 6araTboX Nogpyx-
XiB) npucsAratoum ogHe ogHOMY, WO FOTOBI BCe
BigAaTU CBOEMY KOXaHOMY YU KOXaHil, XOuyTb
wochb Tpowku 36epertu i gna cede. MisHiwe Ha
LibOMY THli 3apOAXYIOTLCA Pi3Hi HENOPO3YMiHHS,
TpyAHoLui i po3bpat. Taky camy nosuuito My mae-
Mo yacTo i cynpoTu Mocnopa Bora: mu Homy Hi-
ouTo BipuMmoO, ane nNpo BCAK BUNAA0K XO4YEMO Lue
WOCh 3anuwWunTH i Cobi, WYKaEMO AKUIACH iHLINIA
moxnuBui Buxig. Mu He roToBi Biggatn Focnogy
BCe, CTOBIACOTKOBO NPUIHATM XpecT. A lcyc
Xpuctoc HeABO3HAYHO Kaxe: BigaaTh Bee, Linko-
BMTO, 60 came B LbOMY NOJSIAAra€ 3Ha4eHHs
XpecTta...»
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From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUSCHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER! March 18, 2012

Dear '
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

So how are you doing thisweek? Have you
been able to get outside and enjoy the unsea-
sonable, unusual, but beautiful spring days? |
hope so!

It isalready 7pm (that would be Daylight
Saving Time) on Thursday as| writeto you.
M ost of today was spent outdoor swith “the
littleMartelli’s,” who liketherest of us, have
found the best ever curefor “cabin fever.”
That curewould be a few beautiful hours out-
sidein thefresh air and sunshine doing what-
ever we want. It was so much fun to throw
rocksin thewater, climb up and down steps,
carry bird seed to thefeeders, have a M cDon-
ald’slunch, and just play outside. Of course
they protested when it wastimeto comein.
They are home and, no doubt in their cribs
right about now. And tonight, first chancel
get, I’'m heading for “my cribby,” too! Yep,
Martédlli’sten; Didi zero!! In other words,
they win! Baba always said, “ Oh to have half
their energy!!”

Speaking of that, | just moved the com-
puter abit moreto the back of the desk.
Don’t want my family to find mewith my
head in the computer screen! C'mon, admit
it, you've dozed off at the keyboard, too. © ©

Last Saturday and Sunday wereremark-
able daysin Niagara Fallsbecause we had a
visiting deacon with usfor the Liturgy. Fa-
ther Paul del Junco, who servesin the Epar -
chy of Toronto at our parish of the Holy Eu-
charist in Toronto, was passing through and
concelebrated both the Saturday and Sunday
mor ning Liturgieswith me. It wasindeed a
joy and a blessing to have him with usl To
you, who lovethe Liturgy and the Feasts, and

especially, if you arein a parish wherethere
isa deacon, | hope you and your priest ap-
preciatethe blessing you have. | wish every-
one could have the opportunity to pray the
serviceswhen a deacon isthere.

Our deacons areall extremely hard wor k-
ing and devoted ministerswho more often
than not, have afull timejob “out in the
world.” They areindeed “ angels of the Holy
of Holies” and guardians of the Eucharist.
When a church isblessed to have the ministry
of adeacon it truly becomes a very special
place. Deacons ar e always most welcomein
our parish of Holy Protection and we pray
that one day God will bless uswith a vocation
from that church, “For..the Diaconatein

Christ.. let uspray tothelLord.”
OCTOEERBABY week hastwo very
r important datesfor
CEEAUTIRUL us. Remember last
? the opening of the
l; movie, “ October Ba-
' Jt . by” on Friday March
& - herein the Buffalo
Ratad PG-13 areaat Transit Center
18 in Williamsville. If
you arenot in west-
ern NY, please check your local listingsfor
seeit soI'll probably betelling you some
mor e about it.

Thereisanother very important event also
movie will open throughout the country, so
too thisother event, will be occurringin over
one hundred UScities. Next Friday in these
“ Stand up for Religious Freedom-Stop the
HHS Mandate.” Pro-lifeand religious groups
will gather herein Buffalo downtown at the

Thisupcoming
week | told you about
¥

23?1t will be playing
this special and worthwhile movie. | hopeto
scheduled for Friday March 23. Just asthe
many citiestherewill bearally entitled
Federal Bldg in defense of religiousliberty.

Please check your local dioceseto find out
if, where and when therally will bein your
area. Everyonewho isablemust join in this
effort to stand up and resist the new and das-
tardly attack on the Catholic Church in par-
ticular, but is, without a doubt an assault on
all religious belief. 1t is so clear what can and
will happen to a country that is governed and
directed by godlessness! We don’t only have
to put God back into our schools, but we must
allow Him to bein every part of our livesand
being. Hopeto see you downtown on Friday!

I expect I'll bewriting more about this next
week, God willing.

During thistime of the Great Fast | hope
we aretruly putting our prioritiesin order.
What isreally important in our life? The city
of Buffaloiswild with joy today! Goodness,
it'salmost asif there'sa Super Bowl about to
be played! You can’'t even imagine the crazi-
ness of thiscity over onefootball player! The
reason for all the excitement, salivating re-
porters, headlinesin the paper, and leading
storiesand further reportson TV isbecause
the Buffalo Bills signed a free agent tight end
whois*“goingto get thisteam over the hump
and makeit awinner.” It isincredible how
much of our time and effort goesto vain and
worldly pursuits. God blessthistalented
sports star, but even with his 96 million dol-
larsand beautiful girl friend, compared to the
grave problems of theworld, heiscertainly
‘small potatoes and not worth the astounding
coverage and reporting. Pssst...hey guys, he's
not the Messiah! But | do know about the real
Messiah! “ Put not your trust in the princes of
men,” we hear somewherein scripture.

Therewas one other interesting story on the
newstonight. It ssemsthereisa pair of nest-
ing Canada geese near one of thelocal creeks,
but near also, to a shopping area. The“ prob-
lem,” if you can call it that, isthe geese attack
humanswho get too closeto the nest. These
“dumb birds’ know that they have new lifein

that nest and they will protect it at all costs,
even if it means going up against theintelli-
gent humans. Interestingisn’t it.....Those
“dumb birds’ know how to protect their new
life from the very beginning, but the very
smart human beingsin so many ways think
nothing of protecting our little babies, but
even allow them to be killed through thesin
of abortion throughout theworld. For sure,
those two geese par ents can teach usavalu-
ablelesson!!

| need to close again for another week, but
beforel do, | want to be sureyou know of my
love and prayersfor you. Especially if you are
sick, grieving, away from us, or just strug-
gling with daily life, please know that we lift
you up in our poor prayers. | know some days
you, and your care-givers, battle through the
times of pain, illness, loneliness and fear.
“Our God isagreat God, whom shall we
fear?!!” The good John Paul |1 often re-
minded us of those beautiful words of Jesus:
“Benot afraid!”

Be happy and hopeful in the Lord. We have
already passed the half-way mark of this
Great Fast. Paschaisrapidly approaching.
Keep up the good fight! May the Lord bless
your Fast and lead you to His holy Resurrec-
tion!

God willing, and the“ Creek” don't rise, I'll
write again next week. May our holy Lady
keep you beneath the mantle of her heavenly
protection, and as the saintly Bishop Sheen
always said, “ God love you!”

In HisLove,

Fr. Ray

Journeying together through the Lent.
Discussion about Liturgy, Bible, Rite,
Customs ... Every Thursday of Great
Lent at 1:00 PM. Please take Part!

(fr. Marijan)



From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Today isthefourth Sunday of Great Lent,
and on thisday in a simple, but sublime way,
the Gospel reading revealsto usthe path of
deliverance, and thetender love and mercy
which our Lord holdsout to a hurting hu-
manity. Today our lesson openswith afather
caught in the grips of an under standable fear,
lost in hisworry over theillness of his child,
thisfather seeksout Jesus. Hischild issuffer-
ing from a horribleillness, which the Gospel
refersto as being tormented by demons; the
Apostles cannot seem to cure him no matter
how hard they try, so thefather goesto Jesus.
He comesto Him, explaining how a demon
has cast hisson into thefire and into the wa-
ter, and how he could only with great diffi-
culty save his son from being burned or
drowned alive. Christ saystotheman, " All
things are possible to him that believes." This
is perhapsthe most powerful versefrom to-
day’sscripturereading, becauseit reaffirms
our hopein the supernatural power of our
Lord. If weaccept these words of Jesusto be
true, if welet them settleinto our heartsand
especially on those occasions when we feel
likeour lifeisa“mess’, then now we can
truly believe that God can and will do what
we ask of Him. That God can turn our
“mess’ into His message of faith...

We arefaced with a dramatic Gospel read-
ing in that each of uscan certainly fed the
pain and anguish that thisfather must be go-
ing through. Hischild issick, and it seems
that no one can heal him. Considering when
my own son has been ill or needed surgery in
the hospital, | think of how badly | needed to
cling tothe belief that hewould be okay. Asa
parent, we need certainty because the love be-
tween a child and a parent isan unbreakable
bond. Sothefather fallsbefore Jesusand
asks him to heal his son, the child heloves
mor e than anything in thisworld. Jesusthen
saysto theman, “ Do you believe that | can do

thisfor you”? | often wonder that if Jesus
cameto you or metoday and asked, “ Do you
believe that | can do thisfor you”? What
would we say to Him? The beautiful reality
of today’s Gospel isthat it reminds us of
God’sunending mercy, and how in light of
His compassion and lovefor us, Christ can
and will heal anyone who comes before Him
in need. But wemust believethat the Lord
can and will dowhat we ask of Him. Torn by
yearsof grief and anguish, thisfather cried
out to Jesusin complete desperation, with
tears: “Lord, | believe, help my unbelief.” And
Jesustakes pity on the father, He accepts his
leve of faith, and healsthe son. " All things
are possible to him that believes." Sometimes,
we doubt that God can remove from usa cer-
tain sin or ailment, becauseit has plagued us
for years. But when we do that, thereisthis
guilt in usthat pushes usaway from holy
things and that causes our disbelief. So be-
cause of that temptation, | believe thewords
of thisman arerecorded in today’s Gospel, so
we may morereadily believein the healing
power of Christ when it comesto our own af-
flictions...

When | think of thefather in today’s Gos-
pel reading and the horrible situation he
faced with regardsto hisson, | think about
the“mess’ that comesinto our livesevery
now and then. The curve ball we arethrown
that changes everything, unexpectedly, and
how that sometimes makes us question
whether God can do what we ask of Him.
Thisfather certainly never thought that his
son would grow up to be so ailing asto throw
himself into fire and water and act out like a
child possessed by an evil spirit. | am sure
that when his son was born, thisfather ex-
perienced his greatest joy and imagined the
many thingsthat he would one day be ableto
do together with his son; the many accom-
plishmentsthat his son would be ableto
make, and he envisioned what any parent

hopes for when they havethe blessing of a
child. But today, we realize that nothing
which thisfather hoped for cameto fruition
and we feel the heartache and the suffering he
has endured watching his beloved son go aim-
lesdy through lifein great torment and ag-
ony. Instead, his son was plagued by aterri-
bleillness and that unexpected “mess’ took
over their lives, perhapsit even placed a great
strain on hisfamily and hismarriage — be-
cause nothing was what thisfather had
hoped. It remindsme of astory | read about
a mother who had similar hopesfor her son.
Hewasan all-star athlete, near thetop of his
classin grade school. This mother dreamed
about him making something really special
out of hislife, she even smiled at the thought
of the grandchildren she might have one day,
only to have her dreamed shatter ed when her
son ended up in prison serving alife sentence.
Shewrote about the holidays and how what
useto becelebrated around the family table
with all the ddlicious ethnic foods, turned into
holidays spent at the prison, sharing food
from the vending machine, just so they could
still be together and share a meal for Christ-
mas, Thanksgiving, and Easter. Shecried at
the thought of her son never having children
of hisown or thelife she had dreamt for him.
Likethefather in today’s Gospel reading, this
mother certainly never expected thiskind of
“mess’ to enter into her life either, but then
sherealized something extraordinary. While
visiting her son in prison, she met other
mother sfacing the same precarious situation,
the same hopelessness, and she found out that
by sharing their hardshipstogether, they
could learn to support each other. She started
bringing her Bibleto the prison, and she and
other motherswould read from the Word of
God and discover that their burdenswere no
longer asgreat with the Lord by their sides.
Somehow her “mess’ had become a great
message of faith. Shefound great relief in

scripture and through sharing the wor d of
God with others. It was no longer about her
problem, her “mess’, but rather it became
about reaching out to othersin the same pre-
dicament and using the message of God to
strengthen their faith aswell asredeem hers.
Thefather in today’s Gospel brought his son
before Jesus; he handed over the “mess’ in
hislife and found the greatest message of all.
Thefather'spleato Jesus: “Lord, | believe,
but help my unbelief” showed great courage
and faith which led to Jesus healing his son.
When we comefaceto facewith God and re-
spond in obedience, we will see supernatural
results. What seemed impossible will be made
possible, and our faith will be strengthened,
becausethe Lord will help our unbelief. He
will help us move past the“mess’ in our lives
and maketheimpossible, possible.

During thistime of Great Lent, we need to
feed our faith with activity, with fasting, and
with prayer. Then, God will hear uswhen we
say, "Lord, | believe, help my unbelief." Jesus
will not only hear us, Hewill bring a steady
flow of peace and healing to our soulswhich
will strengthen our belief. Jesussaid,
“Blessed are those who have not seen and be-
lieve”. We need to trust in the awesome power
of God - in what we cannot always see - or
risk becoming caged by our own fearsand
doubts. Thisremindsme of the African im-
pala, an animal that is capable of jumping
nearly ninefeet intotheair, although itisa
very small creature, only about threeand a
half feet tall. Yet, did you know that any zoo
can keep theimpala confined to ayard with a
stonewall only 4 feet high? Why? Because
theimpala will never jump anywhere, unless
it can seethe place whereitsfeet will land!
Our faith must be greater than our sight, and
our doubts can only beremoved when we are
willing to maintain a relationship with Christ!

...Wemust trust that the Lord can and will
make uswhole again.



