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The Providence Association
Life Insurance & Annuities
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Judie Hawryluk
Fraternal Agent
79 Southridge Dr West Seneca NY  14224-4442
Tel: 716-674-5185 Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Pages:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors
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1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

SLAVIY
RAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

William Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak af

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421C

F b PHONE 893-1025

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE MOP’SI/IOK CB. JIITYPI'IA
Mar. 25:5S.Of Lent— 5H.Hocty I 25 Bepesns: 4 Hexias Hocry T
Anuntiation - buaarosimienass  10:00 p.  +IBan, Anacara3sisn, Mapis,

12:00 AM Living and deceased members of

Sitch
Mon., Mar. 26 — IloH., 26 Bepe3ns
8:15 AM +Mukona bapunpskuii (O. Umona)

Tue., Mar. 27 — BiBTopok, 27 bepe3ns
9:00 AM +lanyta [Tenex (A. Boiiuak)

Wenesday, Mar. 28 — Cepena, 28 Bepe3nst
11:00 AM Jlirypris Hanepin OcB. [lapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Thu., March 29 — Yer., 29 bepe3ust
10:00 AM +IIetpo [omimyxk 40 1 1 1.
(ponuna)
11:00 AM The Great Canon —Iloka0oHu
(See dulian)
Fri., March 30 — II’saT., 30 bepe3ns
6:30 PM Jlitypris Hanepin Ocs. [lapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
ITouaToxk PekoJekmii
Parish mission conducted by area clergy
Sorokousty — CopokoycTu
Sat., March 31 — Cy6ora, 31 bepe3ns
Parish Mission - Pexojaekuii
9:00 AM +apis ycr - 40 1. (Ct. Codist)
4:30 PM  Zenon Bodnarsky (wife Maria)
April 1: Palm Sunday — KsiTtna H. E
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

Journeying together through the Lent.
Discussion ... Every Thursday of Great
Lent at 1:00 PM. Please take part!

Pa3om uepes micT — moyverBepra o 1rog.

MuxkoJia, Asnekca, Bacuib, John & Billy
(KaTepuna JlexHoBCcbKa)

Yersep, 29 bepe3ns

10:00 p.  +Ilerpo IMomimyxk 40 1 i m.
(ponuHa)
11:00 p. IloxkaoHM
1 KBiTns: S Heniag ITocty E
10:00 p. +spocaas i 'anauna JIuTBUH

(Bosrogumup i Henci)

Eternal Light burnsfor
+Mary Petryshyn
Requ. By Tekla Moczer niak

Biune Cgitii0 B yects I1/IM roputhb

3a +['anH0 Ha3zapyk
IHoxeprBa: Ponuna SIBopcbkux

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

Thereisstill spacefor your ad.
Maemo Mmicue a5 Banioro orosionmeHnHs

DNIPRO %g JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

4166 Union Road
(Airport Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

(Getzville Plaza)
Amherst, NY 14068

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

"'-'f"‘:h ° °
it “The credit union
with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards

Direct Deposit and Online Banking

IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)

Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772
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Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

Easter Bazaar —March 25 aft. 10 Liturgy

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
usraise money QT S
for our Church gp
by purchasing NEVET Sops

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in
Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ Hac yenimno npogawtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IJIATHJIM FPilIMM Y¥ KapTOYKOI0, ajie
uepksa aicrane Bin ,, Tornc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOUYKOI0 KyNMyBATH O€H3HHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
YKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: BeforelLiturgies
Cunosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlitrypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpenieHHsi:  3a JOMOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuannsi: Tonocutucs 6 micsiiB ckopiie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.
Ministry tothe sick - Omika Haja XBOpUMU

Family members should call the Rectory
Pozmna IMOBUHHA l'lOBilIOMI/ITI/I CBAILICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3si moTpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIUKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

SITCH DINNER MEETING
Sunday, March 25, 2012
at Joseph Hriczko Post,
Clemo St., Buffalo, NY after
12:00 pm Liturgy for the reposed and
living members of Sitch at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
COCKTAILSa 1:00pm DINNER
at 1:30 pm includes refreshments
Meeting to be held after dinner.

Dinner cost is $10.00 for members and

$15.00 for guests.

M ember ship dues of $5.00 for the 2012
year must be current and may be paid at
the door. Talk to:

Mike Liskiewicz 837-0285 or

MariaMalaniak 668-5105

St. John the Baptist
\Lr Ukrainian Catholic Church

3275 Elmwood Avenue (at Ferndale)
Kenmore, NY 14217

EASTER BAZAAR

Ll |

Saturday 4
March 31,2012 ==
10 am to 4 pm ‘"'-_'*

FEATURES:
Raffles
Theme Baskets
p) Ethnic Food \_
i) Baked Goods {”ﬁ'y

Easter Bread and Eggs
“Trash & Treasures”
Vendors
Hot Lunch

OB’ €IHAHHA XKIHOK - OUCY
Bimtin Boddano, H.IA.
1 Kinouuit Xop «Mpis»
BnamroBye

BEJIUKOJHUIN BA3AP

Henins, 25-ro 6epesns, 2012p.
micis borocmyxeHns
B LIepKBI, cB. Muko:mas, 308 diamop

11318
[Teuuso!! Cwmaunnii O06ix!!
Kaptku!!
[Mucanku!! I'epnanu!!

JlackaBo IIpocumo!

: Zag \WOMEN' S ASSOCIATION FOR THE

DEFENSE OF FOUR FREEDOMS
FOR UKRAINE, INC.
& Women's Choir “Mriya’ presents an

EASTER BAZAAR

Baked Goods!!
Delicious
Lunch!! o
Ukrainian Greet- ' 1
ing Cards!!
Pysanky!! Ger-
dany!!

St. Nicholas Church, 308 Fillmore Ave.

Sunday, March 25th, 2012
after the Liturgy ends.

Everyoneismost cordially invited!!!
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Opening our Hearts
TotheBuffalo City Mission

Jo 1. KBiTHs1 30upaemMo yOpaHHS y T0OpoMy
cTaHi, KoITi 1 Kou3epsu s «City Missions.
IIpocuMo mepeYuTaTH MO AHIJIIHCHKH.

* Kk *

“What you do to the least of my brethren, you
dotome” (Matthew 25:40). The religious edu-
cation students here at Saint Nicholas Parish will
be running an Open our Hearts collection of
food and items for the Buffalo City Mission.
They are asking parishioners to bring in any ex-
tra can good items, blankets, or clothing to the
Church on Sundays, in order to help those who
arein need on adaily basis at the Buffalo City
Mission. Religion students/or their teachers
will be collecting these items at the end of each
Liturgy, throughout the remainder of Great Lent.
We ask that you help our Parish “Open its
Heart” to those who are less fortunate, especially
during thistime of Lent, so that the love of our
Savior can reach out to all our brothers and sis-
tersin need. Asyou know, the City Missionis
funded in part by the Catholic Diocese and other
agencies, but they are always in need of non-
perishable food items, blankets, and clothing.
Our religious education students would like to
run this Open our Hearts collection for the
Buffalo City Mission as another church-based
community outreach program. It is so important
for our youth to know that they can still make a
difference, especially during these difficult eco-
nomic times. With the world changing every
day, we want to encourage our Ukrainian Y outh
to take an active role in spreading the message
of Christ throughout the community. Please
consider donating any non-perishable items,
blankets /or clothing to this worthy cause. Re-
ligion students will be collecting every Sunday
through April 1, 2012. When we take the time
to Open our Hearts, our drawers and our cup-
boards - to Christ - we can and we will make a
difference!

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, April 29, 2012 — League
of Ukrainian Catholics Spaghetti
Dinner to benefit the Msgr. Paul

Iwachiw Scholarship Fund

The Liturgical Choir of the Buf-
falo Deanery will have rehearsal
for the Easter season on Mon-
day, March 27, 2012 in St.
Nicholas Church Hall at 7:00PM.
Any one interested in joining the
choir is most welcome.

SAITPOITY EMO BCIX YJIEHIB

KPEJJUTHOI CHIJIKHA
HA 3BITHO BUBOPHI 350PH
AKI BIIBYAYThCA
B HEJALJIIO, 29 KBITHA 2012
0 3:00 ITO-IOJIY THI
B YKPATHCBKOMY JIOMI
“THIMPO”

562 Genesee Street
Buffalo, New York
* % %

TOALL CREDIT
UNION MEMBERS
PLEASE JOIN USAT THE
ANNUAL CREDIT
UNION MEETING
SUNDAY APRIL 29, 2012
AT 3:00P.M.
UKRAINIAN HOME DNIPRO
562 Genesee Street

Please Note: - YBAI'A!!! YBara!!

St. Nicholas Easter Diner
Will be held on April 22, 2012

Please attend.
* % %

CasiuenHe nepkeu CB. MukoJas
Binoynerbcs 22 KBiTHs, 2012.
IIpocumo B3siTH y4yacTs!

Easter Diner at St. John the Baptist will
be held on April 29, 2012. at 1:00 P.M.
DivineLiturgy at 11:00 a.m. (E/U)
All parishionersand guests
arewelcome.
Donation $15:00

3275 ElImwood Ave, Kenmore, New
York 14217
Telephone: 716-873-5011 E-mail:
stjohnmyparish@gmail.com

On April 27 - 29, 2012, St. Basil
Seminary will be hosting the 1stin
the series of 6 Cantor's Programs
entitled: The Divine Liturgy and
Eight Tones System.

As in the past, the program will be
under the direction of the distin-
guished Professor Joseph Roll.
This first program covers important
and well known services in Ukrain-
lan Catholic Liturgical Life that are a
basis for the other 5 programs. All
lovers of Byzantine music and litur-
gical life are invited and encour-
aged to participate. Talk to your
pastor. See us at the web:

http://www.stbasi|seminary.com/

MoJautBa c¢B. Edpema Cupuna (+373)

I'ocnogu i Biaaauko k1T MOro, 1yxa
JIHHBCTBA, HeA0AJI0CTH, BJIACTOJI100'1 i
MYCTOCJIOB'Sl BiIXKUHU BiJ MeHe. (nOK/iH)

Jyxa 4ncTOTH, NOKOPH, TEPNEJIUBOCTH i
JII000BM 1aii MeHi CJ1y3i TBOEMY. (nOKiN)

Tak, I'ocmoau uapro, 1aii MeHi 6a4uTH
NPOBHHHU MOI, i He OCy/IuKyBaTH OpaTra
MOI'0 Hi cecTpu MO€i, 00 TH 0J1arocJI0BeH
€CH Ha BiKH BiuHi. AMiHb! (noknin)

O Lord and Master of my life, Take
away from methewill to belazy and to
be sad, the desireto get ahead of other
people, to boast and brag. (Profound bow)

Givemeinstead, a pureand humble
spirit, thewill to be patient with other
people and to love them. (Profound bow)

L et merealize my own mistakes, and
keep me from judging the things other
people do. For you are blessed, now and
forever, Amen. (Profound bow


mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com
http://www.stbasilseminary.com/

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUSCHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

Dear '
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Spring arrived on Tuesday March
20...March cameinlike alamb and is going
out like alamb. Remember when we used to
say, “spring is right around the corner”?
Well, | think they must have demolished that
building because there wasn't any corner
this year. We definitely went from here-to-
therein one straight line! | know it’s been
warm all around the country, but itisrealy
guite amazing to see the results of this recent
warm spell herein Western New York. The
flowers and new growth are something we
don’t normally experience until late April or
early May. All the spring flowers are in
bloom from the pussy willow (hope you got
yours before they blossomed), crocus, hya-
cinth and daffodil to the forsythia. The mag-
nolias are ready to break out of their budsin
the next day or so, and the fruit trees are
even showing their leaves. Everyone is say-
ing how wonderful al thisis, especidly
those silly weather people, who cheer at
each news broadcast and can’t wait to tell us
that we' ve broken another temperature re-
cord.

I know it’s comfortable and pleasant to be
outdoors enjoying the warmth, but | can’t
help wondering what’ s next. Our friends, the
fruit growersin southern Ontario, have been
very much on my mind every day of this
warm stretch as | ask myself the question,
“What if we get afrost?” Even though I'm
not afarmer, it doesn’t take much to figure
out that the extreme warmth, for this time of

March 25, 2012

the year, can really put the fruit harvest into
jeopardy. So | guess we should begin pray-
ing “for seasonable weather and an abun-
dance of the fruits of the earth...”

All our parishes across the country are
now becoming quite busy as the prepara-
tionsfor the “Great Day” have begun in ear-
nest. Yes, | know we' ve been preparing for
THE DAY from the beginning of the Great
Fast with our Lenten prayers, fasting, ams-
giving and confessions. I’'m talking now
about those special items that have to do
with the “breaking of the Fast,” namely the
preparation, purchase or sales of all the
wonderful foods we have at Pascha. It will
be hard in the next few weeks to find a
church that doesn’t have a sale of food, can-
dy, pysanka, etc.

There are many very busy bakers and
cooks in most of our parishes, who are al-
ready contributing to the various bazaars and
bake sales, asthey give of their time, talent
and treasure for the good of the Church.
These sales are always beneficial events for
the church, as they bring in afew bucks for
the parish treasury to help pay the bills. Also
| am mindful that alot of people enjoy the
fact that it isjust so nice to be ableto go
down to the hall and buy what they need, ra-
ther than making, or trying to make, the
breads and other paschal items themselves.
So dear bakers and “ bazaar people” may
God bless your effortsin these coming
weeks. Oh, and by the way, you do know
that you are not supposed to eat any of the
Paschal foods prior to April 8 on the new
calendar or April 15 on theold. The Lenten
fast is broken after Liturgy on Sunday morn-
ing. Even if you have your basket blessed on
Saturday afternoon or evening, you are not

supposed to taste of it till the next day. © ©
or maybe ® ®

| remember what a “ mouth-watering day”
Holy Saturday aways was when we were
kids at home. My Mom, as did nearly every-
onein the town, prepared the items for the
basket on that day. One old Polish lady used
to smoke her kobassa ‘up in the field’ be-
hind her house and the smell would waft
throughout the whole neighborhood on
Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

It was the same way inside our house as
the Paskas were being baked, and the sau-
sage, ham and bacon was being boiled. Dad
was out on the back porch grating the real
horseradish for the “ chryn.” Ohh, talk about
‘mouth-watering smells.” It was definitely
torture for the palate, but not one person
even thought about sneaking ataste. Well,
maybe we thought of it, but we didn’t do it.
© As| write |l can amost smell that kitchen
right now!

A week from today will aready be Palm
Sunday and then we' Il be into Holy Week.
Paschawill be here before we know it, so
keep up the good fight of this holy and spe-
cial time as we continue to prepare for the
glorious Resurrection.

Today on the new calendar we are cele-
brating “the Conception of Jesus.” We don’t
normally say it that way, rather we call this
holy day “The Annunciation to our Most
Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin
Mary by the Archangel Gabriel.” At the
moment of Mary’s great YES, “ the One
Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came
down from heaven and became incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the blessed Virgin Mary
and was made man....” When the pro-
abortion people start yapping about “we

don’'t know when life begins,” just tell them
to read the account of the Annunciation! Our
Lord came and grew in her womb and was
born nine months later in that cave in Beth-
lehem! So, dear one, let me be the first to
wish you “Merry Christmas’ nine months
from today!! Hah! Even got niece Stephanie
on that one...she aways thinks she sends
out her cardsearly!! © © ©

Thisisthe weekend of the LUC sponsored
retreat being held at Sloatsburg. Our prayers
are certainly with Father Appleyard, retreat
master, as well as those attending. I’ m sure
it will be agood and holy retreat asthisis
the weekend of the Annunciation. May our
holy Lady intercede for all those special
people making their retreat. Isn’t that a great
blessing to have the Annunciation fall on the
weekend of the retreat and aso adouble
blessing for it to be at Sloatsburg, because
we know how much the nuns love our
Blessed Lady! Be Blessed, Luc’ ers. Safetrip
home!

There continuesto be alot of bad stuff go-
ing on in the world, and especially in our
country. | pray we al will be strong, faithful
and courageousin all our daily struggles.
Continue steadfast in prayer during this
Great Fast. If you haven’t done anything yet
to prepare for the great Feast of the Resur-
rection, it’s not too late. St. Chrysostom
writesin his Paschal Homily, “the Lord re-
celvesthelast, even asthefirst.” Aswe near
Holy Week and Pascha may your days be
grace-filled and blessed!

Have a great week! God bless you and our
Holy Lady keep you!

In His Love,

Fr. Ray



From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

In today’s Gospel we learn about a very
special request that two of the disciples, the
sons of Zebedee maketo Jesus. Therequest of
James and John was a significant request.

" Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever
we ask of you." And Jesussaid to them,
"What do you want me to do for you?" And
they said, " Grant usto sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory."
(Mark 10:37). James and John were asking if
they could sit at theright and left hand of the
Lord in Hiskingdom, but they did not under -
stand what that involved. They did not real-
izethat glory camewith the ultimate price.
Thereismuch of John and Jamesin each of
us. Weall desirefor the goodness of the Lord
tofill our lives, and to respond to our needsin
theway that we desire. Now, Jesusdid not
rebukethem for making thisrequest. Thereis
really nothing wrong with desiring to be close
to Jesus, with desiring to bein His presence.
But Jesus had just shared with His disciples
the truth concerning His sacrifice for the
world; hewastrying to communicate truth to
them concerning the salvation of others, and
James and John wer e too preoccupied with
themselvesto fully under stand what they
were asking of Jesus. Furthermore, they did
not even understand theimplications of their
own desires. Jesus says, " You do not know
what you are asking for. Areyou ableto drink
thecupthat | drink?" (Mark 10:38). James
and John had no idea that the cup Jesuswas
referring towould lead to His crucifixion.

Thedisciples did not know that Jesuswould
have to go through great suffering. Or that
His position would cause Him to haveto pay
the ultimate price. Jamesand John wanted
to be part of Christ’sglory, but werethey
willing to pay the same price? Without much
thought, they replied, " We are able to drink of
thecup." But they had noidea astothe ex-
tent of sufferingwhich the Lord wasreferring

to. The cup towhich Jesusreferred was
meant as a common symbol of what life hands
you: therealm of your experience, thecir-
cumstancesin which you are placed. You are
handed a cup to drink. You have no choice as
towhat isin the cup, but you must drink it.
Jesus, of course, isreferringtothe Cross. It
isacup given to Him by His Father, which
He must drink. You recall, in the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, " If it be possible,
let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not my
will but yours be done" (Luke 22:42). So Je-
susis speaking of the whole spectrum of
eventsinvolving the suffering, the anguish,
the pain, the r g ection, the mocking, the
scourging - every part of the Cross - asthe
Father'schoicefor Him, handed over for Him
todrink out of lovefor theworld. Now, the
disciples had no way of under standing the
significance of this cup. “The Son of man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give
hislifeasaransom for many." (Mark 10:45).
Already, this Sunday of Lent allowsa glim-
mer of thelight of Holy Week to shinein.
Next Saturday will be the Saturday of L aza-
rus, whom Jesuswill raisefrom the dead, fol-
lowed by Palm Sunday, Jesus' triumphant
entry into Jerusalem. The Church, therefore,
urgesusin anticipation of the feast which we
will soon celebrate - to develop the proper at-
titude we should have aswe come closer to
Christ’s Passion and Resurrection.

A young New Orleans husband and wife,
whilereluctantly packing up their U-Haul
truck, wererecently captured in a color
photograph for afront-page New York Times
report about the failuresfaced by many New
Orleans urban pioneers. The bitter twist in
that Times story was that many of those
brave pioneers, like the couple with the U-
Haul, had thought that they were committed
to returning and rebuilding the city after the
Katrinafloods - but thefolksin the story had
discovered that it wasafar tougher placeto

live post-K atrina than they ever imagined. In
a profound way, that New Orleans couple
representsall of us. They area striking icon
aswe near the home stretch of our Lenten
journey. Moreand more, as Americans, we
arerootless. Sometimes, we aredriven by
stormslike Hurricane Katrina. But, more
often we arelike that couple with the U-
Haul—driven not by a storm itself but by the
needs of our families, thefortunes of our
employers, and the fearsand hopesthat swell
in our heartsas much asin our heads. Most
Americanssimply do not envision a
hometown anymor e wher e we expect to be
planted conveniently near the homes of our
posterity who will visit usand keep theroots
of our lineage alive and well in the same
hometown, let alonethe samearea. Our
iconic images of home ar e transfor ming.
Norman Rockwell’ s beloved drawing of
Thanksgiving dinner featuring a golden
turkey triumphantly presented at the family
homestead no longer portraysthe American
vision we had growing up as children decades
ago. But, hereisthetimeless note of hope:
We can face even the bitterest truths, because
fundamentally we are heading down the
Lenten road as a People of Good News, as
children of a God who loves us and who
bringsustotheglory found beyond the cross
we bear. Theglory that will one day lead us
hometo the Kingdom of God! We know our
destination. In the tur bulent oceans of change
all around usthese days, we ar e the people
who know how to swim, to sail - and to pull
othersinto the boatswith us. Morethan that,
on His own Earth-shaking journey to
Jerusalem morethan 2,000 year s ago, Jesus
tried hisbest to equip usfor theroad. He
kept picking up and pointing out things along
theway that hewanted usall to remember—
like programming the Gospel equivalent of a
spiritual GPS. The Good Newsiswe ar e not
lost, even in a changing society with families

dispersed throughout the United States; we
arenot lost to each other or to God. Maybe
restless, rootless and bruised, but we are not
lost. Morethan 2 billion Christians around
theworld have marked their Lenten journey
in some fashion thisyear, including hundr eds
of millions of Americans. All around the
world, we ar e people on the move. Weare
just like Jesus' friends two millennia ago.
And, thetruth of thisjourney isso timeless
that it isechoed and reflected everywhere we
look—if we only have eyesand earsto truly
recognize the meaningful things along our
path. Themost frequently asked question by
news reporterswhen they talk to men,
women, and children who wer e burned out,
bombed out, blown out, flooded, or driven out
isthis: “What did you bring with you when
you left your home? What did you carry?”

It isnot an idle question because, whether we
realizeit or not, weareall movingin some
way, shape, or form. Weare already carrying
things aswe search for home. Wecarry the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, wecarry the
wisdom of scripture, and wecarry a
multitude of blessingsthrough the
sacraments. But aswe approach thefinal
stretch of our Lenten Journey, have we been
transformed by the changes we have made?
Havewe carried our crossaswe search for
our home? Do we know Jesus or do we smply
know about Him? A priest once shared a
story about the time he went to work with
some poor peoplein avillagein the moun-
tains of North America. He was deeply im-
pressed by one old man who, despite having
no running water, no electricity and little
food, was so joyful. ‘How comeyou’'re so
happy when you have so little?" asked the
priest. ‘Because | know Jesusand that isall |
need,’ replied the old man. Aswefinish our
Lenten Journey, we too need to know Jesusin
order tocarry our cross home, no matter
where our journey leadsor where our family



roots may grow —we need to know Jesus and
bring Him everywher e that we go.



