NWUH nepepa TUM AIK 3pOOUNN 3HUM- |
Ky, FOfIMMM pyKamu Hamarascs
BiIonaTi CBOIO BariTHy AOHbKY,
fIKa 3arMHyna nig ynamkamu.
€4MHUI XTO BLiNIB 3 MOro pigHMX,
TO ManeHbKe KOLEHS...
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= Hawwux". Tenep BoloE, ane npoaoBxye mantoBatu. lMapy

4 OHiB ToMy ony6nikysas nokposutena micta Mukonaesa,

cBsAToro otuA Mukonas, AKUM 3axuiLac nOUX AiToK.

Yurii Zhuravel is the artist and musician. He is fighting in
the war right now, and recently published the patron saint
3. of the city Mykolaiv - St. Nicholas defending children.

B CTPAXITTS BINHWU — THE HORROR OF THE WAR
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4:30 PM +Oksana Porodko Osadca 27 6epesHa: 3 H. MOCTY EAN
(Stepan & PereymaFamlly) 10:00 p. +Mapis Kypin (AHHa MeanVIK)
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in English ~ : NG YetBep, 31 GepesHs: 1)
March. 27: 4 Sun. of Lent - 4 H HOCTY 6:158. > llitypris 3a YKpau-ly é
10:00 AM + Mapis Kypin (AHHa MeanVIK) 3 KBiTHSI: 4 H. ﬂOCTy .
Ukrainian ~ §=3 ;

Monday, March 28 6epe3|-|;| none,qmox
7:00 AM +CrenaH Kosrano (M.T)
Tuesday, March 29 6epe3Hs, BiBTOpPOK
7:00 AM +Muxainno Knagounui (M. K.)
Wednesday, March 30 6epe3Hs, cepena
6:00 PM nitypris Hanepig OcBsiuennx fapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Thursday, March 31 6epesHs, yeTBep
9:00 AM 3a napoxisH - For Parishioners
9:45 AM Great Canon — Benukun KaHoH
6:15 PM - Liturgy for Ukralne é
English~ @-30:¢:0.1
Friday, April 1 kBiTHA, N ﬂTHMU,ﬂ
12:00 PM Jitypris Hanepin OcBsiyeHnx fapis
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts & Sorokousty
Saturday, April 2 kBiTHS, cy6oTa
9:00 AM +Bacunb Kypiii — 40 aeHb — (poauHa)
4:30 PM +Marija, Konstantyn Slavko Gerega
(M. T. Paslavsky) Eng. ~ B3} ‘

April. 3: 5 Sun. of Lent - 5 H. HOCTY
12:00 PM Intention of the donor

With Bishop Mike Flsher in St. loseph Cathedral
3 BJIaAMKOI0 KUp Muxaiiiom, Kateapa cs. Mocuda

YetBep, 31 GepesHs o 5 rog Beu.
0ibninHi 3ycTpiyi No yKpaiHCbKM.
Mpocumo B3ATK yyacThb.

Thursday, April 7 at 5:00 P.M.

Eternal Lig

for the peace in Ukraine.

CBATE

MUcEMO we will have Bible Meeting in
English. Please attend.

Biune Caitno B yecTtb lNpey. fiBn Mapii
lopuThb 3a 3aKiHYeHHS BiMHM B YKpaiHi.

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

oward
annam
Real Estate Services

k/llpghes e e
datnias

Wexler Friedman L

about
the 100"/ Mcney
Back Guarantee!

.........

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Albany | Buffalo | Flonda [ New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C. Cell: 716.523.6693 )
ippes.com Office: 716.656.8999 » Fax: 716.825.4911 o
Attorney Advertisi ng. jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com m
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. HowardHanna.com &
KARYCZAK’S
PHONE 893-1025
AUTOMOTIVE é

995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220
e COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »
m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES »
& TIREs BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
o MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

8291574 8257428  827-8895 rscromrom e CENEReE ST

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

S0
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206

(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com
Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca one block North of Clinton.

www Pietszak.com 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service
New spacious location fresh and modern facility.

Onsite Chapel separate from large viewing rooms. . 1l
Lower level has a new café plus reception hall for 806 Clinton St. 2400 William St.

family use. Buffalo, 14210 Cheektowaga, 14206

CepaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!




MA Ry I(Ay The Best Times to Reach Me UKRA’N,AN Dm yKPA’HCbKA

Call me any time! FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -— OEIEPANTbHA KPELIUTHA CMINKA
1 look forward to Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
hearing from you. lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |[SCHOLARSHIPS|

MEPCOHATBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NMOCNYIU
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTU®IKATA | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLOBI MEPEKA3K | ENEKTPOHHI OCIYTA
[MOCNYIrN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAI|

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY

3498 Stevenson Court

Wheatfield NY 14120 ;
(716) 628-7882

uscheidle@verizon.net - ‘ 1
www.marykay.com/uscheidle "II

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.uKrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Ambherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.uKrainianfcu.org

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

wwweurodel aus. ecom

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BauuHeHi no cepedax

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayquHeHi no noHeodinkax

4 For All f Your Old World Favorite Products, Just

Mon., Tuesday, Thursda Tuesday - Thursda
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look. | 9:30 am}-/ 5pm | Y | 9:30 é’m -5pm |y
Many Varieties of: oH., siemopok, 4yemeep 3 giemopka o yemeep
Bologna » Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage ¢ Smoked Fish Friday / M'amHuys Friday / M'amHuus
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter « Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties | 9:30 am - 6 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade) S l‘. dav/ Cv6 S t. day / Cv6
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates # Pickles/ Tomatoes aturaay /% yooma aturaay /- =yooma
4166 Union Rd., o 2321 Millersport Hwy. | 9am-1pm | | 9am-1pm |
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) ﬁgl \““E Ambherst (Getzville Plaza) Membership Subject to eligibility.
630-0130 688-1495 Federally insured by NCUA.

DNIPRO El'»ﬂ JHITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter

Nick Hurmak
(716) 316- 2540

(716) 578-8185
112 DLLAWARE STRELT

TONAWANDA, NY, 15 Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.

WWW. redstarautomotlve com

MigTpumante Baw HapogHumn [im

+Oksana Maria Osadca Porodko
September 21, 1943 - February 14, 2022

PomaH i OkcaHa I'Ipo.qK

Oksana (Siania) was born in Pidhaitsi, Ukraine to
the Reverend Julian and Mrs. Stefania Osadca.

After World War Il, she came to United States with
her parents and younger brother Steven. The family
settled in Buffalo, NY and became active in the
parish life of St. Nicholas. Following graduation
from Nardin Academy, Siania received her BA from
Rosary Hill College (Daemen College). She was
active in the Ukrainian community, in student life,
studied piano, attended Ukrainian school, and was a
much loved Plast counselor, working with younger
children.

After her family moved to Yonkers, NY, Oksana
attended the Fashion Institute of New York and
married fellow Buffalonian, Roman Porodko. They
raised a daughter, Dr. Elizabeth Porodko. Oksana
worked at Ciba Geigy Pharmaceuticals, was active in
Soyuz Ukrayinok, volunteered at St. Michael's UCC
in Yonkers, NY, and at the Hastings-on-Hudson Art
Gallery. She was a talented artist.

Siania leaves behind her brother, Dr. Steven
Osadca, her daughter and son-in-law, Mark and
grandson Alexander. She is greatly missed by
family and friends in Buffalo, throughout the U.S.,
and in Ukraine.

40t day Liturgy — Saturday March 26 at 4:30

Biuna i Mam'aTb. Hexait cnounBae 3 Borom.

Ukrainian Cath:

Bishop Andrij Rabiy Rishop Bohdan Danyla i ys Gudlzi i ict Aleksiychuk  Bishop Paul Chomaycky

This is a live event using Zoom as a virtual
meeting place. The event is free and open to
members and non-members alike, so share with
your family and friends. Enjoy it from the com-
fort and safety of your home.

You do need to register with a valid email so
we can send you the link to join us. Registration
is online, quick and simple at

https://leagueofukrainiancatholics.org/

We invite you to journey together
with us through the Great Lent.

Xpecmy Teoemy noxkaonaemocs, Baaduxo,
1 ceamee eockpecinna Teoe caasumo.
To Your Cross, O Master,* we bow
in veneration,* and we glorify
Your holy Resurrection!
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11am - 5em
AT HOLY TRINITY UKRAINIAN

ORTHODOX CHURCH HALL

zoo Como Park Blvd. Cheektowaga, MY 14227

AID FOR UKRAINE

Fundraiser to support the war victims of Ukraine

T0 PREORDER CALL  PIEROGI (VARIETY)
(716) 847-1281  (ABBAGEROLLS

UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com THEME BASKETS

Facebook.com/BuffaloMaidan

Sponsorad by the Ukrainian Community in Buffalo: DNIPRO, QDFFU, O, UAFF, EASTER mEAD (PASKA'

PLAST, UCCA WADFFU, League of Ukrainian Catholics, Ukrainian

Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian Churches: 5t. Nicholas, St John Baptist, Holy Trinity,

Qur Lady of Perpetual Help, Restaurant Depot, Upstate Miagara Coop Ing, SA“ m KRA“T & Sn usnGE
Slavic Bazzar, Euro Deli

Donate to: www, PayPal comy/fundralserscharityf143803 E E

Or Make checks payable to: (AKES & (n nKIES

“LIAFF* ar J ‘

“Ukralnlan American Freedom Foundation = -

- Humanltaran Fund*

LFCL Account # 1100443653

/o Ukrainian Federal Creditunion
giz Genesas 5t Buffalo, NY 14204

» Our CHURCH KITCHEN is now OPEN
TAKE-OUT ONLY.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

> Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. \3AF:N 00 7:X@ (¢
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
IEPK. BIGHHUK Bunaerbcst THAKHEBO.

Indopmanii mogasaTu 10 YerBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTTKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPIT OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help us
raise money for OT
our Church by 0P5
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from

us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our

Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of

your spending. To take advantage of this program,
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline with
this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine
7
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281
Opratisauist ObopoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepea Cs. Jlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micAuiB ckoplue

Religion classes - Peniriina lNporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory
PO,DMHa NOBWHHA I'IOBiAOMVITM CBALLEeHUKa

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebhound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aikka!




«Hawa aons B HagiiHUX MaTepPUHCLKUX pyKax», —
naea YKL nig yac nocsatun Ykpainu
HenopouHomy ceputo Mapii

Y n’atHudlo, 25 GepesHs, B Gasuniui Ceatoro
Metpa y Batukani Ceatiwmnin Oteub ®paHuuck nip
yac MOKasHHOro GOrocnyxXiHHA NOCBATUB POCito,
YkpaiHy Ta Bce nwoactBo HenopouHomy cepuio
Mapii. 13 cobopy 3apBaHuubkoi Matepi Boxoi 3
Manoto epaHanuca Bnagukn Apxuepencbkoro CuHo-
py YIKU B YkpaiHi Ha yoni 3 BnaxeHHiwmnm Cesito-
CNaBoM.

€nuckonu YIKL, aki
LUbOro [OHA NpoBenu
Hap3BUYalHYy  cecito
Apxuepencbkoro Cu-
Hogy, Mmonunucs 'y
xpami nepeag Yygort-
BOPHOIO iKOHOK 3ap-
BaHuUbKoi Boxoi Ma-
Tepi, EQHarYUCL Boa-
Hoyac 3i CeaTiwmm
Otuem Ta ycim cBiTOM
3a nocepeaHULTBOM
npAMOoi TpaHcnALji.

HanpukiHui nokasH-
Horo  GorocnyxiHHA .
Mana ®paHuuck 3ayMTaB MONUTBY NOCBAYEHHS
pocii, YkpaiHu Ta Bcboro noactea HenopoyHomy
ceputo Mapii.

BopHouac y 3apBanuui pasom 3 lManow ®pah-
LMCKOM AKT NOCBSAITU YKPAiHCLKOIO MOBOK B iMeHi
yciei YkpaiHcbkoi 'peko-Karonuubkoi Liepkeu npo-
yutaB BnaxeHHiwuni CesTocnas.

3BepTarouncb Ao BipHUX nicna noceaTu, MNaBa
YIKL nipkpecnuB iCTOPUYHICTL LbOFO MOMEHTY:
«KoxeH 3 Bac y CBi Yac po3noBigaTme CBOIM
BiTAM, OHyKam i npaBHykam npo Te, WO Le Oyna
XBUNMHA nepemoru. XBUNMHA, KONMWM MKW Bigaanu
ponto Ykpainu B pyku Mpeynctoi fliBn Mapii».

BnaxeHHiwmn CBATocnas Aodas, WO BiliHa, AKa
BeAeTbCA CbOrogHi pocielo npotn YkpaiHu, — ue
AyxoBHa 6opoTbba gobpa 3i 3nom. A nocssiTa pocii
Ta YkpaiHn HenopouHomy ceputo Mapii — Lie MOMEHT,
KONU MUK BipuMO, WO 3a monutBamu Boropoaumui
Bo6po nepemoxe.

naea YIKL nosicHuB, Wwo 03Ha4yae nocesita came
pocii Ta Ykpailu HenopouHomy ceputo Mapii: «Pocis
Oyna nocssueHa HenopouHomy ceputo Mapii yepes
Te, wWo Boropoauusa npocuna, wob uei Akt OyB
3pobneHui, 60 3BiATM NOWMPUTLEA 3M10 NO Linomy
CBITi i 3HUWNTb KpaiHW, SHULWWUTbL HAPOAU, NPUHECE
cTpaxgaHHa nogam. Mu monumocsa 3a Hawwux
BoporiB, Wo6 MocnoAb 3yn1HUB iXHIO BOMBYY PYKY.
A Hawy YkpaiHy TyT, y 3apBaHuLi, MM pa3om 3i
Caariwmm OTtuem noceaTvnm nig Mokpos Mpeuncroi
[y Mapii, fi Henopoy-
N HOMmy ceputo, 60 3Ha-
€MO, WO cborogHi Bo-
Ha, Matn Boxa, € 3
YKpaiHol, 3 Hawum
CTpaXJawynMm Hapo-
AOMY,

«Hawa pona cbo-
rogHi B HagiHMX Ma-
TEPUHCBLKMX pyKax», —
JopgaB  bnaxeHHiwmmn
CeATocnas.

MmaBa Lepksu no-
AfKyBaB  Bnagukam
YIKU, siki 3i6panucs B
3apBaHuui Ha U0 icTo-
PUYHY NoAito, AOAABLUK, WO 3BiATM 0COONMBO €AHa-
nucs 3 Bnaaukoto Bacuniem Tyyanuem y Xapkosi,
Bnagukoto CrtenaHom y 3anopixxi, Bnaavkow
Muxainom B Opeci. Mu egHanucs, ckasaB BiH, 3
HaWMMK BnaguMkamu y pi3HMX KpaiHax CBiTy, Ha
HawMx noceneHHsx 3axigHoi €Bponu, MiBHiYHOI,
NiBpeHHOi Amepuku, ABCTpanii i 3 ycima kaTonuub-
KAMUW ENUCKOMAMMU Liinoro BiTy.

«Mwu cborogHi BigYyBaeMo, L0 BeCb CBIiT € Pa3om
3 Hamu. Xouyy nopasKyBaTh BCiM BaM, fIKi CbOroAHi
B3A/IM Y4acTb Y Uil icTopuyHin nogii... Hawa Basy-
HicTb cborogHi nuHe go Cesrtiworo Otus ®pax-
LMCKa, Ppa3oM 3 SKMUM MU Mepexunu ui ocobnusi,
YHiKanbHi XBUNUHWY, — cKa3aB lNpeacronATens.

Micna Akty noceatu Mnasa YIKU 3 Bnagukamu
Apxuepencbkoro CuHoay npoBiB i3 3apBaHuui Tpa-
AVLiAHY MONMTBY Ha BepBUL.

[enaptameHT iHncpopmauii YKL,

meaning for us, the number 40. Here are a few
famous “40 instances”: Noah was in the Ark 40
days and nights. Moses fasted 40 days and
nights and went up to the Holy Mountain
where he remained for 40 days and
nights. The Hebrew people were in the
desert for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40
days and nights. Jesus walked this
earth for 40 days and nights after His
> Resurrection. After the “forty days” of
these various Biblical events, be it actually 40
days or 40 years, look at how it shows completion
after trial. See how in the end, after the 40
days, God is revealing himself...to Noah,

to Moses, to Elijah, to you and me!
In the Liturgical cycle of the Eastern

The View From Up Here - March 27, 2022
The Great and Saving Forty Days

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
Greetings, my Dear Fellow Climber and
companion on the Holy Mountain!
Once again, it definitely has been a
tough climb on our mountain this past
week! We can attribute almost all of the
sad and difficult days to the horrible,
evil, unjust, genocidal war brought to
Ukraine by the Russian government and their
minions.

Every day our faithful and heroic
Patriarch Sviatoslav continues to
encourage and lead, as he reminds us
also to be faithful and heroic
ourselves. Our God is a God of Hope
and Salvation. Our Holy Mother keeps
us under her veil of heavenly

number forty giving us encouragement
to strengthen our faith. We have a
protection! “Be still, and know that | am ™ beautiful custom usually simply called
God”, He tells us in Psalm 46:10! Remember - “The Fortieth Day”. After a person dies, a
God is with us! Z Nami Boh! Yes, it is the Good Liturgy is to be served for the newly reposed on the
Friday in all the world, but especially in Ukraine and fortieth day. Now the summit of the mountain is
with Ukrainians wherever they are. As | write reached, now the earthly journey is
this | am reminded of the Great Feast Day completed...now our loved one sees
of our Church, the Annunciation to Our God face to Face! Now we pray that our
Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and loved one is WITH God! The fortieth
Ever-Virgin Mary by the Archangel day!
Gabriel which, when you read this, will During this time of the Great Fast we
be over. However, “The Annunciation”, also have a service called
the proclamation of the Good News is “sorokousty” which literally means
never over! Through the Cross, joy has ‘ “forty mouths.” This refers to the ancient
come to all the world! After Good Friday will come practice of forty monks or priests praying for the
the Resurrection! We pray, O Lord, once again raise dead Sorokousty is a special prayer during the
Ukraine, and save us all! Y Great Fast when we remember our family
In Sacred Scripture (“That would be % and friends who have gone before us
The Holy Bible, for those of you in Rio and we renew our relationship with
Linda,” as our friend Rush, of Blessed these special loved ones and with God.
Memory, would say) often numbers are i Yes, their journey is over, and we pray
used in a way that they carry a powerful often and fervently that they are in that
meaning, and are sometimes called place where there is no longer any
mystical numbers. Some of these “special pain, or sighing or sorrow, but only Life
numbers” are 3, 7, 12, 40, 50, and 70, to name ! Everlasting!” The”40 Days of Life” are
some of them. Today | want to tell you about one of changed to Heavenly Joy!
these special numbers, which carries special




You guessed correctly! All this is what this holy
time of the year, our yearly tithe, is all about! The
“great and saving forty days”, the title used this
week, is actually the time of “The Great Fast”, as it is
known in our Eastern Church or “Lent” in the West.
These forty days of the Great Fast are actually a
journey within a journey as we travel to the Kingdom
of Heaven. Our prayer, our faith, our journey finds its
fulfillment in the vision of our Risen Lord, who then
ascends into heaven and sends us His Holy
Spirit...Pascha and the Paschal time! We are striving
now for the conclusion of our struggles of this 40
day Lenten journey where we will spiritually see our
Lord, Risen from the Dead on April 17 (ns).

Notice how the days of our earthly pilgrimage, this
time of our life from conception to death, are as the
Lenten journey! When we finish our time here, we
will see our God, face to face and not veiled or
hidden. So the Great Fast is indeed a figure of the
Great Journey we travel from our very first breath to
our very last as we go back to our heavenly home...
Remember the writer of Hebrews tells us: “For here
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is
to come. (Hebrews 13:14) We are climbing the
mountain to the Kingdom...to that place where we
hope to hear our Lord say to us, “Enter into the
Kingdom which has been prepared for you, O Good
and Faithful servant!”

Each year, every one of us is called to pay, as it
were, a spiritual tithe for the year. Remember, a tithe
is 10 percent to be given back to the Lord. So every
year we realize the great blessing and gift that is our
celebration of the Resurrection and we give back to
the Lord these 40 days, “our tithe”, about ten percent
of the days of the year in prayer and preparation for
the holiest of all the days, the Glorious Resurrection
from the dead of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus
Christ. From our vesperal prayers as we begin the
journey of The Great Fast, we hear: “Let us receive
with joy, O faithful, the divinely inspired announce-
ment of the Great Fast....Let us pray to behold the
fulfillment of Pascha (Easter), the true Revelation...
Let us prepare for adoring the Cross and Resurrect-
ion of Christ our God!” (from Vespers on Tuesday of
Cheese-fare) So after the 40 days of Great Fast we

spiritually see and receive our God! After our “40
days” upon this earth, our journey of this life, which
He has given us for our salvation, WE will, please
God, be with him forever!

“The door of divine repentance has been opened.
Let us enter with fervor....in obedience to Christ Who
has called the whole world to His heavenly kingdom,
offering to the Master of all this tithe of the year, that
we may look with love upon His Holy Resurrection.
Let us put aside the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light, that passing through the Great
Fast as through a great sea we may reach the third-
day Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Savior of our souls.” (from Forgiveness Vespers)

Let us, Dear Brothers and Sisters, go forward
these few remaining weeks of the Fast with renewed
vigor and piety. Let us walk our 40 days and nights,
knowing that in the end, after we pass through the
dread Passion of our Lord on Holy and Great Friday,
we will indeed see the Resurrection of our Lord!
Thank God for these “great and saving days” of our
journey, the journey “where we get to know Him, to
love Him, to serve Him and to be happy with Him
forever!” (Baltimore Catechism)

Let us, Dear Brothers and Sisters, live our lives like
those other “forty” people of the Bible! In the end,
after our trials, struggles and tribulation of this
valley of tears, we will see Him! Imagine that!
Salvation! The Face of God! The Holy Mother! The
Angels! The Saints! Heaven! “Maranatha! Come
Lord!”

May the Lord continue to bless your Fast and lead
you to His Holy Resurrection!

May the Lord continue to bless you always and
lead you to His Kingdom!

Fr Ray

LITURGY FOR UKRAINE
Every Thursday during lent at 6:15 PM
JITYPI'IS 3A YKPAIHY
KoxHoro yerBepra B nmocri — 6:15 Beu.

Let us pray for UKRAINE!

MOJIIMCS 3A YKPAIHY!

From the brief talk at Stations of the cross in St.  destroyed. Everything is done to destroy our culture,
Joseph Cathedral, March 25, 2022 our history... our way of life.

Today, we are praying the Stations of the Cross.  Such times as these indeed give birth to many

There are 14 different stations. We remember what heroes, who were born out of love for their people

hatred did to our Lord. From
carrying the cross to his
crucifixion. But then the
resurrection came. And we
rejoice in Christ's mission of
salvation.

Now Ukraine lives through
different stations of the cross.
This horrendous war has
become the Ukrainian way of
the cross.

Already, a full month, Ukraine

has fought for freedom, for

dignity. A long month, and who |

knows how much more this
country can endure without the
support of the NATO nations

around them. Sanctions will not |

and homeland, who are ready
to make any kind of sacrifice,
even giving up their own lives
to protect Ukraine.

This war, so dreadful against
the Ukrainian people, also
reveals to the world the great
unity of the people: church
unity, national unity, even
political unity, regardless of
their church or religious

= affiliations. This dream of unity
_ became reality - unity to

defend and defeat the enemy. It
is important to persevere our
lives, our liberties, and our
freedoms, and be victorious...

B or Russia’s war will not end

stop the Russian President. = : < = == with Ukraine.
Sanctions will not prevent further loss of life in  God is W|th us, something every nation needs to
Ukraine. understand. Whether it be - those who try to help

We desire this war to end today, we certainly hope Ukraine in different ways, or those who help their
and pray that it will finish before
Easter, because good Friday is upon
us every day.

There are many stations of the
cross in Ukraine right now: Mariopol,
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Donetsk,
Luhansk, Sevastopol, Slavutych,
Mykolaiv, Sumy, Herson, Zhytomyr,
Ohtyrka, Odesa, Hostomel, Izium,
Chornobaivka and many more
different stations, different cities,
different villages made to bear their
cross. Many areas have been
destroyed. From houses to the
churches, from food warehouses to ‘
universities, from bridges to hospitals - and even a enemles flnanmally, who are not ready to take their
children’s hospital and maternity ward. Galleries and businesses out of Russia, and those who try to
museums rich in Ukrainian history and art - destroy us.

May all nations Remember - God is with us!




