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For Peace
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Happy Many Years, Emily, Danylo & Mykola (Far Right)
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MPUYACTAL...
XpuctusHm nep-
LIMX CTOMITb ne-
kanu rnmboke gy-
XOBHe XuTTA. Bo-
HO BUsIBNANOCA
nepepycim y Benu-
KOMY LiHyBaHHi |
cearoi Jlitypriita |
yactomy abo i wo- -
[AEHHOMY CBATOMY -
npuyactio. Ana |
HuX OyTV Ha cBA- |,
Tin JliTyprii o3Ha-
yarno Te came, Lo
KOXHUI pa3 nyyu- |
TUcA 3 €BXapu-
CTiliHUM Xpuctom
y CBATOMY Npu-
yacTio. Tox Ha
KOXHiW JliTyprii BCi
BipHi npuyawa-
nmes. «llloaeHHo | Clergy of the Western New York Deanery celebrating the Institution
npUtalliaTieA 1 of the Holy Priesthood at St Josaphat Church, Rochester, New York
npuylma.'m CBATE |~ Jesus has remained in the Eucharist for love ... for you. He has remained, knowing how
Tino i Kpos .| menwould treat him ... and how you would treat him. He has remained so that you could
XpucTa € 0BPUM i ' g5t him and visit him and tell him your concerns; and so that, by your prayer beside the
AYXe KOPUCHUM  tahernacle and by receiving him sacramentally, you could fall more in love each
Ainom...» day, and help other souls, many souls, to follow the same path. (Escriva)
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IIEPKORHHUHN RIGHUK

Saint Nicholas Church
Llepksa CB. Mukonas
(Mig Onikoro M.4.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

"MOP’SiNOK CB. NITYPrIit

3:00 & 6:00 PM {Blessing of the Baskets}
4:30 PM Lit. of St. Basil - C. Bacunis
6:00 PM {bnarocnoBseHHs Kowwukis

1 KsiTHga: KBiTHa Hepins

April 1 EASTER - BEJIMKOEHb

6:30 AM Nadhrobne - Hagrpo6He
7:00 AM Matins — Bockp. YTpeHHs
8:00 AM Easter Liturgy — JliTypris
12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a [MapoxisH
Monday, April 2 KsiTHs, MoHeainok
9:00 AM For all sick and Suffering

3a BCix XBOPUX i HEMiYHMX
Tuesday, April 3 KsiTHs1, BiBTOpOK
9:00 AM +Mary Lucas Verostko

(Marianne Chort)
Wednesday, April 4 KsiTHa, Cepena
9:00 AM For all volunteers

Thu., April 5 - Sat., April 7: see Julian

10:00 p. B HamipeHHi Iropa Nycaka i poauHu
Benukun Yetsep, April 5 KBiTHs

10:00 p. Nitypria Cs. Bacunis Benukoro
6:00 B. YTpeHsa CtpacTten

Benuka M’atHuug, 6 KBiTHA
5:30 B. BuctaBneHHs Mnawaxuui

Benuka Cy6oTa, 7 KBiTHA
3:00 B. Cnosiab - Confession

3:45 PM {Blessing of the Baskets} &
6:00 PM {bnarocnoseHHs Kowwukis}
4:30 PM Nityprisi Cs. Bacunis

8 KsitHsa: BEJIMKOEHb

April 8 Thomas Sunday — Hegins Tomu

12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisH

Eternal Light burns for
+John Kolotylo by Jagodzinski Family

Biune Cgitno B Yectb .4.M
Foputb 3a Mup B YkpaiHi

7:00 p. Nadhrobne - Haarpo6He
7:15 p. Matins - Bockp. YTpeHHs

8:15 p. Easter Liturgy - JliTypria

The Niagara Frontier Council will host the
79t Annual Convention of the League of
Ukrainian Catholics on October 5,6,7, 2018
at the Hyatt Place Hotel in Amherst, N.Y.

If you sonsider to become a member of
League of Ukrainian Catholics (LUC)
please talk to Elaine Nowadly, president
or Fr. Marijan, Spiritual Director of LUC.

XPUCTOC BOCKPEC!
BOICTUHY BOCKPEC!
CHRIST IS RISEN
INDEED, HE IS RISEN!

TYT MICLIE
AnA BAWOro
OroOJIOWEHHA

HERE IS
A PLACE
FOR YOUR AD.

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540
AlexanderArutuman
MANAGLR
(716) 578 8185
112 DLLAWARE STRE
TONAWANDA, 15150
FAX: (716
www.redstarautomoti

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

-.1\ :'%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |[SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT Y
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEAUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NNEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch

Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday
| 9:30 am - 5 pm |
[1OH., BIBTOPOK, YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUg
|9:30 am-7 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday
|9:30 am -5 pm |
3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUg
|9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW.euro hsausage m

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look
Many Varieties of:

- European Beer o Kefir /Butter » Condiments + Pierogi (Homemade) - Mary Varieties
 Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon « Blood Kishika (Homemade)
Polish Hams * Caviar * Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese
4166 Union Rd., e o 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) E \ﬁi"i:g% Ambherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 = 688-1495

Bologna » Saiami » Fresh Polish Sausage # Head Cheese + Garlic Sansage » Smoked Fish

+ European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

A very warm, and sincere “THANK YOU” to
all the volunteers that helped make
a great success.
We grossed $7,891 for additional medical and
humanitarian assistance to assist war victims
in Ukraine.

Thank you to the volunteers that donated
their time and effort to make over 3,000
varenyky, 300 hundred holubtsi, kapusta,
Paskas (Easter bread), and delicious sweets.

Thank you to everyone that worked during
the event; in the kitchen, serving food, selling
tickets, selling sweets, and cleaning.

Thank you to the volunteers that made
baskets and managed the basket raffle.

Thank you to everyone that donated baskets,
gift cards, and money so we could have over
130 raffle baskets.

Thank you to St Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church parish for letting us use their
kitchen to make varenyky.

A huge “THANK YOU” to Father Yuriy
Kasyanov, and the parishioners of Holy Trinity
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, who generously
donated their lovely hall at 200 Como Park Blvd
in Cheektowaga for this year’s fundraiser.

The generosity and compassion of the
western New York Community is amazing and
inspirational. From the beginning of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2014 through
2017 our community has raised over $63,897;
mostly used to pay for shipping of over $20
million dollars worth of donated medical
supplies and humanitarian aid.

May God continue to Bless Us All!

“The heart of a volunteer is not measured
in size rather its depth is measured in the
determination for helping others.”

Tenne i wupe "OAKYHO" Bcim BonoHTepam,
AKi JONOMOrnu 3pobuTy
PRI IAE AyKe yerilHuM.

Mu 3apo6unu B Heginto $7,891 ans gopar-
KOBOI MeAMYHOI Ta FyMaHiTapHOI 4ONOMOr#,
Wwo6 NnpoaoBXyBaTH AONOMaraTi xepTeam
BillHU B YKpaiHi.

[sakyemo BonoHTepam, siKi NoXepTByBanu
CBilt Yac i 3ycunns, wob6 3pobutu mamxke 3,000
BapeHuKiB, TyweHy kanycty, 300 ronyouis,
CMeKnu nacku Ta CMayHi conoaoLui.

[sakyemo Bcim, WO npawtoBany nig yac
thaHapensepy; Bapunu i neknu Ha KyxHi, noga-
Banu igy, npoaasanu 6inetu, npogasanu
conopoLi Ta npudnpanu.

[lsakyemo BonoHTepam, siki 3poounm Kowu-
Ku i po3irpysanu ix.

[sikyemo BCiMm, O NOXEePTBYBANMN KOLUKH,
NoAapyHKOBI KapTKK i rpoLui, wo6 mu mornu
maTy Ginbw Hix 130 Kowwmkis.

Oaxkyemo OTuto Map’aHy 3a nigTpUMKy Ta
napadii YkpaiHcbkoi Katonuubkoi Liepksu CB.
Mukonas wWwo M1 MOrfAN BXUBATH IXHIO KYXHIO.

Benuke "OAKYIO" Otuto KOpin KacbsiHoBY i
napacpisiHam Ykpaincokoi [lpaBocnaBHol
LlepkBu Ceatoi Tpinui, AKi weapo
NoXepTBYBanu IXHIO NpekpacHy 3anto Ha 200
Como Park Bivd B Cheektowaga ans
thaHapensepy LbOro poky.

LWenpicTb i cniB4yTTA rpoMaau 3axigHoro
Hblo-VIopK € OUBOBWXHMK | Haguxarouum. Big
MoyaTKy PoCiuCLKOro BTOPrHEHHS B YKpaiHy
Bia 2014 poky no 2017 poky Hawa rpomaga
3ibpana GinbLe Hix $63,897; Ui KowTn Oynu
BMKOpPUCTaHi B OCHOBHOMY Anisl Onnartu
AO0CTaBKN MeAMKaMEHTIB i FyMaHiTapHoi
aonomory BapTicTio 6inwe Hix $20 MinbioHiB
Aaonapis.

Hexait Bor npogoBxye 6narocnoBnsaTi Hac
ycix!



http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=200+Como+Park+Blvd&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

MIRACULOUS, MYRRHSTREAMING
ICON OF THE THEOTOKOS
“KARDIOTISS&/TENDER HEART”
VISITING HOLY TRINITY UKRAINIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH., 200 COMO PARK
BLVD., CHEEKTOWAGA, N.Y.

P
W/

EVERYONE WELCOME!
COML, PRAY AND VENERATE
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD!!!
FRIDAY, MAY 4TH AT 6:30 P.M.
ICON ARRIVES, PRAYER-SERVICE,

ANOINTING EVERYONE PRESENT WITH
ICON’S MYRRH.

SATURDAY, MAY STH AT 9:30 A.M.
MOLEBEN SERVICE, ANOINTING, TALK,
BRUNCH AND ICON DEPARTS.

On Saturday and Sunday, April 14t and
15th Bishop Paul Chomnyckyj will be
with us for a Offical Canonical visit of
the Parish.The Bishop will be inspecting
both the physical parish as well as
financial aspects. During this visit he
will also ordain David Wik from St.
Basil’s parish to the subdeaconate.
After the Sunday Liturgy, we will have
our Annual Easter Egg hunt and
Sviachene.

The proceeds from this year’s dinner
will go to St. Basil’s parish to help them
with their expenses. Hopefully our
parishioners will be generous in helping
out one of our fellow parishes.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmadii nogaBatu go M'ATHKLI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory For Ever!
Cnaga Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GEATOIO MUKOAAHA

(TIA OIMIKOK MPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT GARDS:

SR B (7) Xy

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepea Ca. Jlitypriamm
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHA: 3a AOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa [porpama
Saturday - Cy6orta
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopumMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBALLEHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxaou MOXHa 3aKJIMKaTU

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

3 papia "Muaocepannit GamapaHuu"

KBiTHa Hepins B Hawmx 6orocnyx60BUX KHUrax
Mae Taki Ha3Bu: "Hepins Bain", LiBiTHa, LiBiTOHOC-
Ha i LBiToHoCiA", a B Hapogi we: "Hegina LWyTtko-
Ba, BepOHa uu BepOHuus". Yci Ti Ha3Bu noB'a3aHi
i3 3BM4YaEM OnarocnoBnATA 1 po3aaBaTh TOFO AHA
B LiepKBi NanbMoBi Y4 ONMBKOBI ranysku. Yepes
Opak nanbMOBOro YY ONIMBKOBOIO BiTTS Ha HaWMX
3eMnsAX MM MaEMO nNpaaaBHin 3BUYal BUKOPUCTO-
BYBaTH Fiflkn Nno3u 4n Bepbu, 60 BOHM HaBeCHI
HalwBuALWe PO3BUBAKOTLCA.

Y €spuiB i gaBHix PumnsaH nanbMoBa rinka 6yna
cuMBoOnioM nepemorn. Tomy ii Hecnu B pykax nig
yac nepemoxHoro noxoay. Ha niogHux irpuwax
nepeMoXLiB TaKoX HaropoaXyBanu nanbMoto, K
cumsonom nepemoru. Y Hosomy 3aBiti nansmoBa
ranyska crana CUMBONIOM My4eHuuTBa. Y KaTa-
kombax cTaBUnM nanbMy Ha rpob6ax My4eHuKIB Sk
cumBon Tpitomey MyyeHuka. OnuBkoBa ranyska €
CMMBOSIOM MUPY. Y HalloMy TpeOHMKY, Y MONUTBI
Ha bnarocnoBeHHs No3u, BepOHa ranyska 3BeTbcs
TaKOX CMMBOJNIOM BOCKPeCeHHS. Y rpeubKin MoBi
nanbMoBi rany3ku 3ByTbca "6aisn”, no-LepkoBHO-
cnoB'sHCcbKoMy "Baif", a 3BiAcM W Ha3Ba Heaini
Baii.

He MoOXHa TOYHO cKasaTW, KOnuM NpPUALLIOB
3BMYali GnarocnoBnATM B LEPKBi BITTA nanbMu,
ONMBKA YM WHWOro pJepeBa. 3AaeTbeAA, WO
OnarocrnoBeHHA rany3ok yxe Oyno B npakTuui
pecb y VIl cT., xou cam obpsap 6narocnoBeHHs
3'ABNAETLCA B NITYPritHUX nNam'aTkax WonHo B IX
CTONITTi.

BnarocnoBeHHs Bail 3a nNpunMcaMu Hawworo
obpspgy Oysae y KBiTHy Hepinto nig 4Yac yTpeHi
nicna €saunrenis Ha 50 ncanmi. Ha CxigHin YkpaiHi
OyB TakoX 3BMYaW y MicTax GnarocnoBnat M
po3aaBaTu no3y B Cy0OTy BBeYepi, a no cenax —
y KBiTHy Heginto BpaHUi. Tam pa3oM 3 03010 BipHi
AicTaBanMu TakoX CBiYeYKYy SIK CUMBON BOCKpe-
CeHHS.

3 NOCBAYEHOHO 1103010 B HALLOrO Hapody noB's-
3aHi pisHi Agii, gekonu HaBiTb 3a0000HHI. MocBs-

YeHOi NO3N HiXTo He HUWWMB. |i cTaBMnKM BAOMa 33
ikoHn abo cagunu Ha ropogi. Heto Gnarocnos-
nAnu XypoOy, KONU nepwui pa3 BUFaHANM Ha
none nactu. 3 NOCBAYEHOK BepbOK rocnogap
obxoauB cBOE 06iNCTA, WOO BigirHaTM HeYUcTy
cuny. [lesiki HaBiTb NPOKOBTYBanNu Nyn'sHKN NO3M,
"Wwob6 ropno He 6onino". MNMoagekyan NocBsiYEHy
no3y paBanuM nNoMepnum A0 pyK, wob npu
3aranbHOMY BOCKPECEeHHi BOHW MWINKU Ha3ycTpiy
XpucroBi i3 cumBonom nepemoru. Mpu Buxoai 3
uepkBu y KBiTHy Heginio noau nerko Baapsanu
OAMH OQHOrO NO paMeHi No30to kaxyuu: "He 51 0'10,
nosa O'e, 3a TxAeHb Oyae Benukpewb". Tak
npuragysanu cobi, Wo 3a Kinbka gHiB 6yae npas-
Huk Macxu.

Xupiscbkuit Hapog xoTiB 6auntu ceoro Mecito
B cuni i cnas.i. Tox Icyc XpucTtoc BOCKpeCEHHAM
Nazaps i cBoim TpitomanbHuM B'i3gom go Epyca-
nvMa poBiB CBOK cuny i cnaesy. lMpuniogHo noka-
3aB, WO BiH He TiNbkM nNaH XuBOi N MepTBOI
npupoau, ane N NaH NIACLKUX cepaeub. Takoro
TpitoMmcpanbHOro noxoay €pycanum yxe AaBHO He
0aumB. Le nigkpecnioe cBATui €BaHrenuct Ma-
Ten: "l konu BiH yBinwoB y Epycanum, 3amery-
wunoca yce micto, nutarouu: "XTo Ue Takum?"
Hapopg xe ka3aB: "Lle npopok, Icyc i3 Hasapety B
Fanunei™ (21, 10-11).

XpuctoBa cnaBa TpuBana KOpoTko, 00 3a HUM,
Haye TiHb, yXe 1Mwna 3paaa KOau, 3paga Hapoay,
iWwna TiHb OCyAy XMAIBCbKOK CTapLIMHON, TiHb
MYK, XpecHoi poporu i po3n'arra. Ti cami, wo
CbOroaHi BUrykyTb: "OcaHHa", — 3a KinbKa gHiB
Kpu4yatumyThb: "Po3nHu".

KBiTHa Hegina noka3sye Ham HeCTiMKiCTb NOACH-
KOi CnaBM Ta MapHiCTb 3eMHOrO wWwacTA. PagicTtb i
CMYTOK Ha 3eMni — Le ABi Hepo3ny4Hi CecTpu.
Tox, Konu Xxo4yemo Konucb TpitomdyBatn 3
Xpuctom y Hebi, MycumMo cnoyvaTky TyT, Ha 3eMni,
npoxuTn 3 HUM cTpacHui TxaeHb i Fonroty. A
WoWHO Toai 3moxeMmo, AK BiH, yBinTn Tygmn, pe
BiYHMIA TpitoMd, papicTb i BOCKpeCeHHS.

(0. Onisn Katpii «Mi3Han cBioi oOpagy»)

EASTER PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS,
RELIGIOUS SISTERS,
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL
Christ is Risen! Indeed, he is Risen!
In the beginning was the Word,
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
All things came to be through Him,
And without Him nothing came to be.
What came to be through Him was life,
And this life was the light of the human race (Jn. 1:1—3)
It is customary in our Tradition to hear the
Prologue to the Gospel of John (Jn. 1:1-13) in
various languages at the Resurrection Liturgy. The
passage speaks of the preexistent and incarnate
Word and Son of God that has revealed the Heavenly
Father to us. One may well wonder about a possible
connection between the Prologue, which does not
even mention anything of the Resurrection of Our
Lord, Jesus Christ, and the glorious feast we
celebrate today. And the answer is yes. The essence
of the feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord lies in
the fact that the second person of the Holy Trinity,
the Son of God, who chose willingly to take on our
human nature, to suffer and die on the cross, rose
from the dead. He is alive! He is risen! Christ who is
the creator and author of life cannot be bound by the
ties of death. As it says in Scripture, “God raised Him
up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since
it was impossible for Him to be held in its power”
(Acts 2:24). Christ teaches us about Himself, “I am
the resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25).
Resurrection is His identity. This is WHO He is.
“Christ is Risen!”, “Indeed He is Risen!” greet-
ings will be heard everywhere around the world. This
is the best and perhaps most ignored message
around the world. It was so when it was announced
for the first time on Easter morning, and continues
to be the case today too. Christ is Risen! Do you
believe, doubt or dismiss it? Jesus’ own Apostles
had a difficulty to accept the message, “when they
saw Him, they worshipped, but they doubted” (Mt.
28:17). They saw Him, but still questioned the fact.

How many times do we wonder and accept Jesus’
real presence in the Eucharist when we receive Him
at the Divine Liturgy?

The reason why the Apostles doubted was fear. It
is the fear of being wrong about Jesus being alive
after they heard and witnessed how He suffered and
died on the Cross. Their fear was so powerful that it
took them a while to realize the truth of the
statement, -- Christ is Risen, and its consequences.
The outcome of Christ’s Resurrection is twofold as
St. Paul states, “Now since the children share in
blood and flesh, he likewise shared in them, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who
through fear of death had been subject to slavery all
their life” (Heb. 2:14-15).

By His Resurrection, Christ removed any
uncertainty and fear about our eternity. Christ
opened the gates of paradise for us anew. “Christ is
risen from the dead, conquering death by death and
to those in the tombs He granted life.” There cannot
be any fear of death since it has no real power.
“Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death,
is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1
Cor. 15:55-56). Death is defeated and we receive
eternal life, which is real. This is to fulfill His
promise, “lI came so that they might have life and
have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10).

On this glorious feast of the Resurrection of Our
Lord, we extend our prayers and wishes that you
may not have any fears, worries and doubts in life.
May joy and happiness of knowing that we are
participants in Christ’s Resurrection be in your
hearts, families and communities! Let us celebrate
Easter with a renewed and uplifted faith, hope and
love of our Lord! May the risen Lord bless you
abundantly!

Christ is Risen! Indeed, he is Risen!

+Stefan Soroka

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians

Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United
States

And all Ukrainian Cath. Bishops of United States



BEJIMKOAHE NACTUPCLKE MOCINAHHA IEPAPXIB
YKPAIHCbKOI KATONULBKOI LEPKBUM B CLLA

BCEYECHILLOMY IYXOBEHCTBY,
NPEMNOAOBHOMY MOHALLECTBY,
CEMIHAPUCTAM, HALLM OOPOI'M BIPHUM

Xpuctoc Bockpec! BoictuHy Bockpec!
CnokoHBiky 6yno CnoBo,
i 3 Borom 6yno Cnogo, i Cnoso 6yno - bor.
3 Borom 6yno BOHO CMOKOHBIKY.
Hum noctano Bce, i Hillo, WO NocTano, He NOCTano
0e3 Hboro.
Y HbOoMy Oyno XuTTS,
i %uTTA Oyno - ceitno niogen (1. 1: 1-3)
3a 3BMYaeM Ta Npunmcom y Hawin Tpaauuii mu
yutaemo nponor Ao €saxrenia Big IBana (IB. 1:1-3)
nig yac BenukoaHboi BoxectBeHHoi JliTyprii B pis-
HUX MoBax. Liel ypuBOK npeacTaBnse Ham BiaBiYHe
Ta BonnoyeHe CnoBo Ta CuHa Boxoro, sikun 06’s-
BMB Ham HebGecHoro Otusa. XTocb MOXe 3AuBYBa-
TUCA | 3aNUTaTU NPO Te, YU € AAKECb BiAHOLWIEHHS i
3B’A30K MiX nponorom €BaHrenii IBaHa, fike HaBiThb i
3ragye BOCKpeciHHA XpucToBe, Ta BEIMYHUM CBS-
TOM, fike MU CBATKYEMO CboroaHi. Tak, icHye! OcHo-
Ba CBiTNoro npasHuka BockpeciHHs Haworo "ocno-
Aa Icyca Xpucta nonsrae y Tomy, wo apyra Ocoba
MpecsaToi Tponui, Cun Boxun, kit 4OOPOBINLHO
B3A1B JIIOACLKY Npupoay, TepniB Ta NOMep Ha XpecTi
3apagM Haworo cnaciHHs, NOBCTaB i3 MepTBUX. BiH
xuBun! BiH Bockpec! XpucToc, KA € TBOPLEM i
aBTOPOM XMWTTA, He MOXe OyTu 3B’A3aHWI NaHuora-
mu cmepti. Ak kaxe Ceate MMucbmo, “oro Bor
BOCKpeCcHB, NOpPBaBLUM NyTa CMepTH, 60 HEMOXNNUBO
Oyno, wob BOHa Aepxana Woro B CBOiN Bnagi”
(DisHHA 2:24). Cam XpucToc HaByYae Hac npo cebe:
“f1 - BockpeciHHsa i xutTa” (IB. 11:25). BockpeciHHa -

ue Moro igeHTUYHICTD. Lle € Te, XTO BiH €.
MpusitaHHa “Xpuctoc Bockpec!” Ta “BoicTUHY
Bockpec!” Byae 4y 3 ycix KyToukiB cBiTy. Lie Hai-
Kpawia i HaneBHO HanbinblL irHopoBaHa BicTKa Ans
ceity. Came Tak Oyno y 4ac konu Bneple 6yno
CrnoBileHo BenukoaHbLoro paHky i NPoaoBXKyeETLCA
HaBiTb i cborogHi. Xpuctoc Bockpec! Yn Bu ocodbuc-
TO BipuUTe, CyMHiBacTeCA YM Bigkupacte ue? Xpucro-
Bi anOCTONMU Manu NeBHY TPYAHICTb CPUAHATK LitO

BiCTKY, “lo6aumBLUM NOrO, BOHW BKIOHMITUCA WOMY;
a peski cymHiBanucs” (M. 28:17). HaBitb konn BoHu
Woro no6aumnu, aani cymHianmcs B ubomy. Ckinb-
KM pasiB M1 po3Baxanu i nosipunu wo lcyc Xpucroc
HanpaBay npucyTHii y MNpecBATi €BXapuUCTii konu
Mu npuiimaemo Moro nig yac BoxecTaeHHoi NiTyp-
rii?

MpuunHoto cymHiBy Anoctonis 6yB ctpax. Lle
cTpax Yyepe3 60A3Hb NOBipUTH, WO Icyc XpucToc xu-
BUI NiCNs TOro sk BOHM Yynu i 6aunnu sk Bid Tepnis
Ta nomep Ha XpecTi. IXHili cTpax OyB HacTinbku
CUNbHUM, LLO iM B35710 AOBOJi AOBrUiA Yac abu 36ar-
HYTU CYTb LibOro cTepaxeHHs — XpMcToc BOCKpec 3
ycima Hacnigkamu. XpucToBe BOCKPECIHHSA 3HULLUNO
Bnady cMepTi Ta 3BiNbHUMO Hac Big Bnagu cMepri.
Ak ceatui Nasno nuwe: “A wo aitu 6ynu y4acHukamu
Tina i KpoBu, TO 1 BiH NOAIOHO yyacTb y TOMy GpaB,
Wo6 CMepTHO 3HMILUTU TOTO, XTO MaB Bragy CMepTw,
TOOTO AMABONa, | BU3BONMTU TUX, LIO iX CTPaX CMepPTU
BCe XMTTA TpuMaB y pabeTai” (€B. 2:14-15).

CBoiM BockpeciHHsIM Xpuctoc ycyHyB Oyab-aKy
HeneBHICTb Ta CTPaXx LWOAO HaWoi BiYyHOCTI. BiH Big-
KPUB BOPOTa palo Asis Hac 3HOBY. “XpucToc BocKpec
i3 MepTBUX, CMEpTIO CMepTb NOAONaB i TUM, WO B
rpobax, xutra papysaB!” Hemae Hiskoro crtpaxy
nepea cmepTio, 60 BOHa HeMae Bnagu Hap Hamu.
“lle TBOA, CMepTe, nepemora? [le TBOE, cMmepTe,
xano? Xano cmepTy - rpix, a cuna rpixa - 3akoH” (1
Kop. 15:55-56). CMepTb nepemoxeHa i M1 oTpumanu
BiYHEe XWTTA, AiNCHO icHytoye. Lle 3rigHo XpucToBoi
06iusHkK, “A npunwos, W6 manu XuTTA - WoO6
poctoty manu.” (Is 10:10).

Y cBitne cBAto BockpeciHHa ocnoga Haworo
Icyca XpucTa, M1 3aneBHAEMO Bac y MONUTBI 3 noba-
XaHHSMM, WOOKM He ByNo XOAHMX CTpaxiB, Nepexu-
BaHb Ta CYMHIBiB y BawWwomy XuTTi. Hexan mup Ta pa-
AicTb TOro, WO MW BCi € y4acHUKaMM Ta CnagKoeM-
uAMKU 00iusAHKM XPUCTOBOro BOCKPECiHHA, byae y
BaLUMX cepusx, poAvHax Ta cninbHoTax! CBATKYMO
BenukgeHb 3 BiAHOBMEHUM Ta NiAHECEHUM AYXOM
BipW, Hapii Ta nobo.i o Haworo MNocnoga! Hexan
BOCKkpecHun Icyc GnarocnoButb cBoiMM Onaropa-
TAMu!

Xpuctoc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!

BnaxeHHiwunn CeaTocnas: «AKWoO MU
xoueMmo, abu napadpia Oyna xumBot, Tpeba

nopbaTv npo 4o6pun cnis y Xxpami»
(AenapTameHT iHdhopmauii YTKLI)

<

Konu mu roBopumo npo HeobXxiaHicTb OyayBaTu
Hawi napadii Tak, abu BoOHU Bynu Mmicuem 3ycTpivi 3
XuBuM XpucTom, To 5 cobi He yABNAI, AIK Lie MOXHa
3pobutn 6e3 poOporo uepkoBHOro cniBus. Taky
pymky Bucnosus Oteub i FnaBa YkpaiHcbkoi ['peko-
Katonuubkoi Liepkeu BnaxeHHiwun CeaAtocnae nig
yac 3ycTpivi 3 LepKoBHUMM cniBusaMu KuWiBCbKOI
apxwuenapxii, ika Binbynacs 24 6epe3Hsn 2018 poky B
Matpiapwomy cobopi BockpeciHHa XpuctoBoro B
Knesi.

loBopsuKM npo Gorocnos’s niTypriiHoro cnisy,
MpeacTonTens BiA3HaumB, WO cRiBeLb Y Xpami — e
He apTUCT, X0o4Ya BiH YacOM MOBWMHEH MaWCTEPHO
BMKOHYBAaTW NeBHi TBOPMU, AKi € CKApOHMLEH NeBHOI
My3u4HOi KynbTypu. CniBeub y Xpami He iHCTpy-
MEHT, IKOro B XOpi HAaCTPOKE KepiBHUK Xopy. ToW,
KOro MW Ha3WBa€EMO LIEPKOBHUM CMiBLieM, NOBUHEH
YCBiZOMIOBATN CBOIO POJib i CBOE 3aBAAHHS...

«Catuin Makcum IcnoBigHuk kasas, Lo Konu ci-
BeLb CMiBac y Xpami, BiH CTa€ rosIoCOM BCECBITY, Ye-
pe3 noro ronoc cniBae Bce boxe COTBOPiHHA Ha HeOI
i Ha 3emni. IHWKUMK cnoBamu, noauHa € BiHUeM Bo-
XOro TBOPIHHA, MiACYMKOM ycboro Toro, wo [oc-
nogb Bor ctBopuB. | Konu noguHa CBOEK BONELD,
cBOiM pyxom po Bora, cBoim ronocom cnaButh CBO-

ro TBopus, BOHa HayeOTO Hapae ronocy BCbOMY
BCECBITY», — BBaxae bnaxeHHiwui CeATocnas.

«Tomy, konu Bu cTaeTe nepea Boxum o6nmyysam
nig vac BoxectBeHHoi JliTyprii uv nig vac iHwmMx
NIiTYypriiH1X AINCTB, TO CNYryeTe ronocoM BCECBITY,
ronocom Llepkeu, fika yepe3 Bac CKepoBye cCnaBo-
cnos’sa oo ceoro HebecHoro TBopus, — ckasaB na-
Ba LlepkBu 0o uepkoBHUX cniBuiB i goaas: — Mapato,
ue rnmbokuin obpas, AKMW nokasye, wWo Mu Oe3
cniBuA y XpaMi Haye No30aBneHi ronocy».

Ha nepekoHaHHs apxuepes, 6e3 nitypriiHoro cni-
BY, 30Kpema B HaLlil 60rocnoBCbKin Tpaauuii, M1 He
BMOBHi 03BYYyEMO BCHO Ty CnaBy i BenuY, go fKOi
KnuYe Hac y HalWoMmy cniBi i Kpaca CBiTy, L0 HOro MU
0aynmo, i noam, NPMCYTHI B XpaMi, i TeKCTH, KOTpi
MK Maemo nepea ounma. Mycutb 6yTi XToCb, XTO Lie
Bce o03By4yye. Ocb fika ponb TOro, XTo CniBae B
LiePKBi.

«Mwu xuBemo B yac, — Big3HauuB lpeacrosTtens
LlepkBu, — KON COTHi TMCAY nioaen € 3paHeHUMM.
Hawi BifcbKOBI, AiKi BepTaloTbes 3 PPOHTY, 3paHEHI
He TiNbKU AywWeBHO, a 1 TinecHo. | konu BOHU npwu-
XOASATb Ha CNPaBXHI MONUTBY, konu 6epyTb y4acTb
y AoOpe nigrotroBaHux 6OrocnyxXiHHsAX, BOHN nepe-
XUBaKTb 0300POBMEHHA. BaraTo xTo 3 nikapiB MeHi
roBOpUNU Npo TepaneBTUYHUN eheKT XPUCTUAHCH-
Kkoro 6orocnyxiHHs. Bo yacom Te, wWo ix 6onuts, Te,
Npo WO BOHW HE XOYYTb FOBOPUTH HaBiTb 3 ONKU3b-
KWMU, BU, KONU cniBacTe, 03By4yeTe. | Aywa 3paHe-
HOI NIOANHU NOYUHAE, 3LiNKIYUCH, NPOMOBNATH JO
locnopa Borax.

|, 3a Horo cnoBamu, KOnU MU FOBOPUMO NPO KUBY
napacito Ak micue 3ycTpiyi 3 xuBuM XpUCTOM, TO
HeBiA'€MHOI0 CKNaA0BO XMUBOI Napadii € MonuTaa,
NMitypria, nitypride xutTa. «ToMmy, Konu MU roBo-
pUMo npo HeobXiaHICTL Tak OyAyBaTK Hawi napadii,
abum BOHM Bynu micuem 3ycTpiyi 3 XUBUM XpUCTOM,
A cobi He ysBNAIO, AIK Le MOXHa 3pobuTn 6e3 nob-
poro LiepKOBHOrO CRiBLA», — CKa3aB bnaxeHHiwmmn
CesaTtocnas.

24 6epesHa B MNatpiapwomy cobopi Bigbynuca
pekonekuii ansa cniBuiB KuiBcbKkoi apxuenapxii.
[yxoBHi Hayku npoBoAUB iepoMoHax Jlyka.



From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. (cont.)
pened; | noticed that when the same older gentleman
came to mow our field of play, there was no more singing.
| remember thinking it was rather strange, but | was too
busy enjoying the beautiful spring day to inquire about
his unexpected silence. The next week there was still no
singing and strangely enough it gave me that bothersome
feeling as when something is wrong or missing. On the
third week, | finally asked the other men why their friend
was not singing. They replied, “His wife passed away just
before Easter and now he does not have a song to sing.”
| remember feeling quite sad for the silent, old man, and
at the tender age of ten, what did | know about life after
death. | knew that Jesus rose from the dead, but did that
mean that we still had a song to sing?

As we celebrate this Easter day, | suppose that we are
all seeking a song to sing. We have all lost loved ones, we
have all met with sorrow. Like the women who came to the
tomb, and the Apostles who were in hiding, we have lost
our friend, our teacher, the one we were following and
now he is dead and in the grave, and we have lost our
song. The stone that sealed the tomb is rolled away, but
we are still perplexed and puzzled about it all. “Why do
you seek the living among the dead?” we are asked. Yes,
why do we? Why do we keep searching for life, love and
happiness in an empty tomb? It is revealed in our faith,
because much like the myrrh-bearing women who were
the first to announce the empty tomb; we too come to
celebrate an empty grave, because it means that we still
have a song of joy to sing. For the Apostles, the result of
this unexpected empty tomb brought them great joy,
because they thought that all was lost until Jesus
appeared to them and what happiness must have filled
their souls. The resurrection of Christ is our certainty that
there is indeed life after death, and that those loved ones
who passed before us have Eternal life because of what
Easter means for us today. | once read that carved into a
wooden wall of a cemetery during World War I, were these
words, “I believe in the sun even when it is not shining; |
believe in love even when | do not feel it; | believe in God
even when he is silent.” The women do not see Jesus and
all they have is a word from two men in dazzling clothes,
angels who have appeared to them and say that Jesus is
not here in the cemetery but is risen from the dead, that is
all we have as well. We have a word of resurrection, a
promise that challenges us to believe when God seems
silent. What we have is a new song of joy that continues
to be sung and celebrated every Easter for nearly two

thousand years, because the unexpected joy of the empty
tomb is the center of our faith — and what happiness it
brings; what a joyful song is sung.

A few years ago, | met a very promising young athlete
at the height of his career. A recent graduate from high
school, on his way through college and heading straight
for the NBA, this young man had every potential of making
it great as a basketball star. And what made him shine
even brighter was his outstanding character, and the way
that he gave of his time to help inner-city youth follow
their dreams. Children who did not have the same
opportunities as he did were given inspiration and
encouragement to succeed among the challenges they
faced in life. As this young man continued through
college, he heard of a woman in his community who was
in desperate need of a kidney transplant in order to live.
This athlete was tested and found out that he was an ideal
donor for this ailing woman. In the middle of a very
successful career, something he had worked long and
hard for, with the NBA clearly in his grasp, this young man
was willing to sacrifice his entire career to donate one of
his kidneys to a woman in need. He knew it would end his
career, he knew he would lose everything that he had
worked for but compared to his love for another human
being - it did not matter to him. The woman died before
she could receive the kidney transplant, due to
unforeseen complications, but seeing his willingness to
truly help another human being, | was lifted to a higher
place. The world was lifted to a higher place by his
unexpected gift of love. And yet, it was a far greater love
then this which led Jesus to the cross, took him through
the valley of death, only to rise again on the third day into
His Eternal glory.

On this Easter Day, we rejoice because the tomb is
empty. Like the angels that first announced the empty
tomb and spread the good news of Christ's Resurrection,
we too must go out and share the joy of our resurrected
Lord with those that we love, and with those who are in
need of our love. And along with Peter and John, | pray
that we hear the good news today of our Lord’s
Resurrection and that we run to the tomb to look inside
and believe that the song we are hearing is true: Christ is
risen from the dead, by death He conquered death, and to
those in the graves He granted life. Alleluia!

Xrystos Voskres!

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
Xpuctoc Bockpec, Boictuny Bockpec!

EASTER PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops,
Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers,
Venerable Brothers and Sisters in Monastic and
Religious Life, Dearly Beloved Laity in Christ of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

Christ is Risen!

David, ancestor of the Lord, danced and made music
before the Ark, which was only a symbol.

As God’s holy people let us witness the symbol fulfilled,
And rejoice in spirit, for Christ, being almighty, is risen.
From Ode 4, Paschal Canon

Beloved in Christ!

Today in all of Ukraine and in our settlements
abroad Christians are filled with an inexpressible
joy. From the moment we first hear our traditional
Easter greeting “Christ is risen!” in each one of us,
from the youngest to the oldest, our soul undergoes
a profound change. We feel how all life’s problems
and challenges disappear, how all cares and
sorrows are washed away “as wax melts before the
fire.” This joy is the fruit of the Holy Spirit and a true
sign, that the risen Lord is present in our hearts.

David, ancestor of the Lord, danced and made
music before the Ark, which was only a symbol.

In the sixth chapter of the second book of Samu-
el, we read how King David at the beginning of his
reign arranged for the transfer of the Ark of the Cove-
nant to his capital, Jerusalem. In this relic were con-
tained the tablets of Divine Law, received by Moses:
they were the most precious possession of Israel.
The Ark was a guaranty of invincibility for the people
of the Old Testament, of strength for the king. For
this reason, David greets it with great joy, with
dance. This presence of God in the midst of His
people and their sense of duty to live according to
the Lord’s commandments will later allow the Psal-
mist to say: “Light dawns for the righteous, and joy
for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, O you
righteous, and give thanks to His holy name!” (Ps. 97).

Our Paschal Matins see in the behavior of the
king an image of our paschal joy today. And while
the Ark-symbol was lost in the time of the
Babylonian onslaught in the VI century B.C., the
risen Lord is eternally present in our midst: “And
behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Mt 28:20). This is no symbol or prediction of some
unsure or unreachable future. Christ Himself, who
rose from the dead, comes to us, His disciples, as a
source of our strength and victory over evil. In the
Resurrection, in the news of His victory over death
is found the summit of our joy and the fulfillment of
all prophecies and human aspirations.

To rejoice in God is to allow the victory of the
risen Lord to penetrate my heart, to be fulfilled in my
personal life. This is not merely some temporary
feeling, but real participation and communion in
Christ’s Resurrection. Saint Paul wrote: “For if we
have been united with Him in a death like His, we
shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection
like His” (Rom 6:5). To celebrate Pascha is to rise
together with Christ, to triumph in Him and with Him.
Thus, our joy in Him and with Him is no passing
emotion, but the permanent state of one who lives in
the faith of the risen Lord.

As God'’s holy people let us witness the symbol
fulfilled...

In today’s world people do not know how to
rejoice—they find happiness in possessions, but
largely cry over that which they would like to have
but do not possess. Today there in an entire
amusement industry that “sells joy,” suggests that
you “buy happiness” in the form of empty and short-
term distractions, compulsions, or narcotics,
promises quick satisfaction without responsibility,
seeks to entice through an escape into virtual
realities or the acquisition of temporal riches.

A person seeks happiness but cannot find it in
those things. For joy is not possible without God.
Happiness without God is an illusion which quickly
dissipates. It is a dependency that simultaneously
enslaves and saps one of strength.



How often in today’s society we find irrespon-
sible politicians, newfound messiahs, in the role of
“purveyors of joy.” With empty slogans they appeal
to the lowest of human desires. At the price of the
blood and tears of innocent victims, or even entire
nations, they promise happiness “for the chosen”
who belong to their “world” which they artificially
designed, and count on the fact that in the face of
their lawlessness, “in all tongues”—here we
paraphrase our great Kobzar- Shevchenko, all will be
silent. But such joy is built on the sand of idols,
falsehood, and violence, and thus, sooner or later, it
will collapse under its own weight.

We, on the other hand, are called to build our
happiness and our joy as a community of children of
God. It isn’t easy to live in the joy of the Lord,
especially in today’s circumstances. We often ask
ourselves: How can be rejoice today? Why are we
suffering? Why is this happening to us? Is there any
sense to our struggles, the blood and suffering, the
deaths and devastation? Without the mystery of
Christ’s Pascha, these questions remain unanswer-
ed. For the risen Christ Himself opens up for us the
meaning of human suffering—transforming it in our
paschal journey into joy in the Lord. St. Maximus the
Confessor wrote: “If God suffers in the flesh when
He is made man, should we not rejoice when we
suffer, for we have God to share our sufferings? This
shared suffering confers the kingdom on us. For he
spoke truly who said, 'If we suffer with Him, then we
shall also be glorified with Him' (Rom. 8:17).” The
suffering and risen Lord is present in each person
who undergoes suffering till the end of the world—
in each human hurt, in each spilt tear and drop of
blood—and He draws us into His Resurrection, grant
us joy therein. The one who suffers in the name of
love of God and neighbor, that person knows how to
be glad in God, how to rejoice with the authentic and
eternal joy of the Risen One.

And rejoice in spirit, for Christ, being almighty, is
risen.

Therefore, let us view our personal, family,
community, and national sufferings in light of our
paschal journey led by the risen Christ, in light of our
transformation into joy, our movement towards hope
on this lightsome day, made by the Almighty. The
Lord’s Pascha opens up for our people the truth that
through our struggle we enter into His joy. Our love
for the Fatherland, which calls us to self-sacrifice in
the name of its freedom and independence is,
indeed, a path to Resurrection. Our invincible spirit
bears witness before the world that one need not be
fearful before deadly falsehood and violence, for
“Christ is risen, being almighty!”

Today the Lord Himself gladdens us, changing
our sorrow into joy, as it was for the myrrh-bearing
women. They went to the Lord’s tomb crying and
returned filled with authentic joy in God. They went
in the darkness of hopelessness and received the
light of the Risen One and proclaimed to the
Apostles and the entire world that Christ was truly
risen. May we be transformed by this “miracle above
all miracles,” and through us—our society and land,
wherever we may live.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! May the
victory of Jesus Christ over death and evil dispel our
doubts and renew hope and joy in our hearts. To all
of you, in Ukraine and throughout the world, | send
you my heartfelt greeting together with sincere
prayers. To all the soldiers and their families, to all
refugees, all who lament on the occupied territories
and in the Crimea, all captives and prisoners for the
sake of their conscience and love for Ukraine, to all
the sick and suffering, to those who labor abroad, |
wish all of you divine joy above all! | send you my
sincere wishes for a blessed Easter feast, a tasty
sharing of our traditional blessed egg, and a Paschal
joy that is full of light.

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God the Father, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Christ is risen! - Truly, He is risen!

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is risen - indeed He is risen! Of all the great
feasts in the Ecclesiastical Year, none is more joyous and
celebrated then the Feast we honor today: The
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. ‘Christ
is risen from the dead, by death He conquered death, and
to those in the graves He granted life.” St. John
Chrysostom, in his sermon on the Resurrection, extols
today’s feast with these words: “Where, O death, is your
sting? Where, O Hades is your victory? Christ is risen,
and you have fallen. Christ is risen, and the demons have
been cast down. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice.
Christ is risen and life reigns. Christ has risen from the
dead and has become the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep.” Easter is indeed a time for extreme
jubilation! Today, we gather to celebrate Christ’s victory
over death, because He is our Lord and our Savior, and
His victory is our victory.

The resurrection of Christ is the sure pledge of our own
resurrection to a happy and everlasting life. Just as Christ
rose, so too shall we rise one day into a new and glorious
Eternal life. Christ assured us of this when he said: “The
hour is coming in which all who are in their graves shall
hear the voice of the Son of God. And they who have done
good shall come forth unto resurrection of life. For this is
the will of the Father who sent me, that whoever beholds
the Son and believes in Him, shall have everlasting life,
and | will raise Him up on the last day” (John 5:28-29,
6:40). Easter is a time of great joy and happiness, and
truth be told, quite often the deepest moments of
happiness we experience are the unexpected ones. They
sneak up on us when we are not looking. It comes from
outside influences, from relationships, our family, the
unexpected stimulus of beauty. If we think about the
resurrection story recorded in the Gospels, we see how
this great joy of Easter was also one of great happiness
because it was unexpected. We read a narrative of shock
and amazement, utter disorientation. One of the things
that makes the resurrection story so believable is just that
sense of unexpectedness - the disciples do not come to
the empty tomb and say, ‘Well, there you have it; just like
Jesus said.” They arrive skeptical, never having really
believed that their Lord would return from the death, and
now they find themselves in a new and unexpected
atmosphere where anything is possible; and so bright is
the light in that new morning that even the familiar face of
Jesus becomes unrecognizable. But as the story goes on
in the Gospel of St. John, we are told that the disciples,

while anxiously gathered in their locked room, were ‘filled
with joy’ when they saw Jesus among them. They have
been jolted out of the rut of what is usual and predictable
- and joy springs on them without warning because
Easter changes everything!

What was it like for those first few hours after the empty
tomb had been found, after Mary Magdalene had delivered
her breathless message? It must have been a period of
alarming uncertainty, half hope, half dilemma. But into
that chaos steps a figure before whose face the questions
fade away, and all hope and certainty and happiness
spring forth in the realization that Christ has indeed risen
from the dead. Perhaps part of the message of Easter is
very simply, be ready to be surprised; we ready to allow
the joy of our Lord’s resurrection and the promise of
Eternal life to permeate deep within our hearts and souls,
into even the dark crevices that daily hardships bring -
until it explodes with great joy and happiness. Christian
joy, the joy of Easter, is offered to the world not to
guarantee a permanently happy society in the sense of a
society free from tension, pain or disappointment, but to
affirm that whatever happens in this unpredictable world
- sometimes wonderfully, sometimes horribly unpredict-
able - there is a deeper level of reality, a world within the
world, where love and reconciliation are ceaselessly at
work, a world with which contact can be made so that we
are able to live honestly and courageously with the
challenges constantly thrown at us. On Easter morning,
it is as if the fountains of the great deep are broken open,
and we are allowed to see, like Peter and John into the
empty tomb, into the unexpected certainty for one
moment — and find the genuine gift our Lord holds out to
this world, the genuine love and happiness He brings to
us with the promise of Eternal life.

When | was a child growing up, we had a neighborhood
playground at the end of our street. It was fabulous
because we could play there all the time, thanks to a few
older men who would faithfully mow the extensive lawn to
maintain our playground area. Regularly, once a week
these older gentlemen could be seen on their riding lawn
mowers circumventing the area foliage, trees, and flower
beds through the vast acre of land. While I did not know
these men very well, | pleasantly recall how one of them
would sing while he mowed around the playground and
baseball diamond with this wonderful operatic voice. He
sang while he mowed and we kids just expected to hear
his baritone songs wherever he went. This continued for
several years, until one spring a very strange thing hap-



