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The Providence Association
Life Insurance & Annuities

www.provassn.com
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Judie Hawryluk

Fraternal Agent

79 Southridge Dr
Tel: 716-674-5185

West Seneca NY 14224-4442
Fax: 716-675-2238

Our Church Web-Page Is:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page Is:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors
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1550
gty William Street
T&@@&:|)y Buffalo, NY14206

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

William Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina ‘E. & Janine Klimeczko
CMicﬁae[ A. Kfimeczﬁo, Licensed Directors

Pietszak of

FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421C

PHONE 893-1025

(\,

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors
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chc Cerc! BoicTuHy Bockpec!

Bxig B Epycanum-KeitHa Hepins ~ Christ is Risen-Indeed He is Risen!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

MOP’SIJIOK CB. JITYPI'TA

April 8: EASTER — BEJIMKJIEHD

6:15 AM Nadhrobne - Haarpoone
6:45 AM Matins — Bockp. YTpens
8:00 AM Easter Liturgy — Jlirypris
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin
Mon., April 9 — Ilon., 9 KBiTHs
9:30 AM Csitanii Iloneninok
Bright Monday
Tue., April 10 — BisTopok, 10 KBiTHs1
9:30 AM Csitanii BiBTopok
Bright Tuesday

From Wed, April 11 — Cepena, 11 KBiTns

to Saturday, April 14 — Cy0ota, 14 KBiTHs

See Julian — gneun KOnisHCLKMI

No Sunday Liturgy at 4:30

8 KBitnsa: KBITHA HEJLJIA

10:00 p. +Anapiii Boituak (A. Teawk)
Cepena, 11 KBiTHsa
9:00 p. Jlitypria Hanepia Ocs. lapiB i
COPOKOYCTH

Beauknii Yersep, 12 KBiTHs1

10:00 p. Jlitypris Cs. Bacuuisa BeJ.
6:15 B. Yrpens Crpacreii—12 €Banreii

Bemmka II’sranng, 13 KBiTHa

5:30 B. Bucrasjaennsa IL1amannmi

Beauka Cy0ora, 14 KBiTHs

April 15: Thomas Sunday — Cs. Tomu

3:158B.1i 5:45 B
BuaarocsioBennsa Komukis

4:00 B. Jlityprisa Cs. Bacuiis Beu.

12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin

1ISKBitHs: BEJIUKJAEHDb

Eternal Light burns for
+Irene Kordrupel
Requ. by Dorothy & Ann

(1) Biune CsitJji0 B uects IIIM (1)

roputh Ha CaaBy Boxy

Praise be to
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and
glory be to His Holy Resurrection!
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Happy Easter to all of you!

Ba:kaemo yciM, 110 CBATKYHOTH
ChOroaHi, 00MJIbHNX boKuX Jack.
Xpucrtoc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!

6:15 p. Haarpooue
6:45 p. BockpecHa YTpeHns
8:00 p. Cs. JliTypris

Benukuun YeTBep — 3acHyBaHHA

HoBo3aBiTHbOro CesileHCTBa
(3Humka 3 yepkeu Ce. Mocagpama e
Poyecmepi, MUHyo2o 4yemeepeza)

DNIPRO D& JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

"’N-.‘:“~ i = .
3 =

- i o & '1””- o

2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

4166 Union Road

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.

of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

“CBIH J1O CBOIO I10 CBO€”

SPECIAL RATE
2.00% APY 2.01%
FOR
Traditional and Roth IRA accounts &
Youth account “Little Nest”
Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!
Free checking!
Competitive rates on Loans,
Mortgages, & Visa Credit cards
CD’s and savings account
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
Domestic & International Wires
Translations, Notary Public

UHD Federal Credit Union

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

Hours of operations:
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10:00am-5:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm;
Fri. 10:00-7:00pm Sat. 10:00am-1:00pm

St. Joseph School For Boys Bookstore
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420
Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your help and patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

Easter Dinner: April 22, 2012

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %ps

us raise money
for our Church
by purchasing never stops
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawortscst Kaprouknm 3
kpamauui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. L1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPIllIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTn
caix 3BepraTucs Ao n. Mapii boanap, a6o
no xkanueaspii. JIsaxyemo! Takox moxHa
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI0 KYNyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IHEPK. BIGHHK Buaaerbcs TH:KHEBO
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHKOAAZ
(ITIA OIIIKOK MMPEYNGTOI

SAVE THE DATE

St. Nicholas Easter Dinner
Will be held on April 22, 2012
Please attend.

* % %

CasiuenHe nepksu Cs. Mukouasi
Binoynerncsa 22 KsiTHs, 2012.
IIpocumo B3siTH y4acTs!

AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosine: Ilepex Cs. Jlityprismn
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama

Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJi XBOpUMHU
Family members should call the Rectory

Poauna nmoBuHHA IIOBiIlOMHTH CBAILCHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLT ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!

Sunday, April 29, 2012 — League of
Ukrainian Catholics Spaghetti
Dinner to benefit the Msgr. Paul
Iwachiw Scholarship Fund

SAIIPOIIYEMO BCIX YJIEHIB
KPEJJUTHOI CIIJIKH
HA 3BITHO BUBOPHI 350PU
SIKI BIABYAYTbBCA
B HEALJIXO, 29 KBITHS 2012
0 3:00 HO-MOJIY AHI
B YKPAIHCBKOMY JIOMI
“THIIIPO”
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo, New York
% % %

TO ALL CREDIT UNION MEM-
BERS: PLEASE JOIN US AT THE
ANNUAL CREDIT
UNION MEETING, SUNDAY
APRIL 29, 2012 AT 3:00P.M.
UKRAINIAN HOME DNIPRO
562 Genesee Street

Xpucrtoc Bockpec!
Boictuny Bockpec!

St. John’s Easter Dinner
St. John the Baptist will be held on
April 29, 2012. at 1:00 P.M.
Divine Liturgy at 11:00 a.m. (E/U)
All parishioners and guests
are welcome.
Donation $15:00

3275 Elmwood Ave,
Kenmore, New York 14217
Telephone: 716-873-5011 E-mail:

stjohnmyparish@gmail.com
%

CBsiueHHe HePKBH
Cg. IBana Xpectureas
B Kenmope, H.H.
Binoynerncsa 22 KsiTHs, 2012.
IIpocumo B3siTH y4acTs!

On April 27 - 29, 2012, St. Basil
Seminary will be hosting the 1st
in the series of 6 Cantor's Pro-
grams entitled: The Divine Lit-
urgy and Eight Tones System.
As in the past, the program will
be under the direction of the
distinguished Professor Joseph
Roll. This first program covers
important and well known ser-
vices in Ukrainian Catholic Li-
turgical Life that are a basis for
the other 5 programs. All lovers
of Byzantine music and liturgi-
cal life are invited and encour-
aged to participate. Talk to your
pastor. See us at the web:

http://www.stbasilseminary.com/
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The Paschal Homily of

Saint John Chrysostom
(Read Each Year at Pascha)

Is there anyone who is a devout lover of
God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright
festival! Is there anyone who is a grateful
servant? Let them rejoice and enter into the
joy of their Lord!

Are there any weary with fasting? Let
them now receive their wages! If any have
toiled from the first hour, let them receive
their due reward; If any have come after
the third hour, let him with gratitude join
in the Feast! And he that arrived after the
sixth hour, let him not
doubt; for he too shall
sustain no loss. And if any
delayed until the ninth
hour, let him not hesitate;
but let him come too. And
he who arrived only at the
eleventh hour, let him not
be afraid by reason of his
delay.

For the Lord is gracious
and receives the last even
as the first. He gives rest
to him that comes at the
eleventh hour, as well as
to him that toiled from the first. To this one
He gives, and upon another He bestows. He
accepts the works as He greets the
endeavor. The deed He honors and the
intention He commends.

Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord!
First and last alike receive your reward;
rich and poor, rejoice together! Sober and
slothful, celebrate the day!

You that have kept the fast, and you that
have not, rejoice today for the Table is
richly laden! Feast royally on it, the calf is a

fatted one. Let no one go away hungry.
Partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy all
the riches of His goodness!

Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the
universal kingdom has been revealed. Let
no one mourn that he has fallen again and
again; for forgiveness has risen from the
grave. Let no one fear death, for the
Death of our Savior has set us free.

He has destroyed it by enduring it.

He destroyed Hades when He descended
into it. He put it into an uproar even as it
tasted of His flesh. Isaiah foretold this
when he said, "You, O Hell, have been
troubled by encountering Him below."

Hell was in an uproar
because it was done away
with. It was in an uproar
because it is mocked. It was
in an uproar, for it is de-
stroyed. It is in an uproar,
for it is annihilated. It is in
an uproar, for it is now
made captive. Hell took a
body, and discovered God.
It took earth, and
encountered Heaven. It
took what it saw, and was
overcome by what it did
not see.

O death, where is thy sting? O Hades,
where is thy victory?

Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are
annihilated! Christ is Risen, and the evil
ones are cast down! Christ is Risen, and
the angels rejoice! Christ is Risen, and life
is liberated! Christ is Risen, and the tomb
is emptied of its dead; for Christ having
risen from the dead, is become the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

To Him be Glory and Power forever
and ever. Amen!

Donations to St. Sophia Patriarchal Fund

Is gratefully accepted in the occasion of
120™ Birthday of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj.
See Mr. Onufry Biloholowsky or
Mr. Mykola Paslavskyj

* k%

IToxkepTBu Ha IlaTpismii
®onpg — Ceara Codin
Beauxoaniii Ilonapynok
3 naroau 120 —1iTTS1 HAPOAKEHHS
Hatpisipxa Hocuda Cainoro
Mo:xHa nepeaaru:

1. Ony@piesi Binorososcskomy
a0o n. MuxouJi [Iacnascbkomy.
Cepneuyna Iloasika!

IIpoma 1o Pumy 3 Haroau nocBsAYeHHs
BigHOBJIeHOI CB. Codii Oyne y »KOBTHI.
Inpopmanii mo anraiicbKm.

Rome & Kyiv — Historic event|
T I e 2

The Stamford Eparchy invites to
Rome and Kyiv, October 10-19 2012
With Msgr John Trelecky

The Rededication of St. Sophia Sobor in
Rome in Honor of the 120™ Birthday of
Patriarch Josyf Slipyj

$3550.00 per person
based on twin share.
For More Information,
Contact Dunwoodie Travel Bureau
(914) 969-4200

dunwoodie@vacation.com
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From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

Christ is Risen! Glory to Jesus Christ!
April 8, 2012 A.D.

Dear s
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

| hope you've been able to walk outside in the
evening these past few days, or at least look out
the window. The sky has been crystal-clear and just
spectacular! The main attraction of that heavenly
sight is the beautiful, moon, which will be growing,
or as we learned in 3" grade science, “waxing,” day
by day until Saturday, April 7, when we will say, “full
moon.” This is the springtime full moon we have
been waiting for! Our date of Pascha is determined
by the first full moon after the first day of spring.
S00000...

As you know, we've already had the first day of
spring on March 20. Then, when the first full moon
occurs after that day, we've got the recipe for de-
termining the date of Pascha for this year. Pascha
occurs on the first Sunday, after the first full moon,
after the first day of spring. And that “Special Sun-
day” is April 8, 2012. Blessed Pascha, my dear
reader! As you read your letter today | hope you
are basking and rejoicing in the radiance of this glo-
rious day. The NFL likes to call the day their cham-
pionship game is played, “Super Sunday!” Oh
yeah?!! There is only one “Super Sunday” and that
is the Resurrection of our Lord and God and Savior
Jesus Christ! Chrystos Voskres! Christ is Risen!
Voystynnu Voskres! Indeed He is Risen!

I’'m writing to you on Tuesday night of Holy Week
so | can get your letter to the printer on time before
all the activities of this week take over. | know eve-
ryone is very busy doing all the things to prepare
and get ready. And some of us will even be helping
The Easter Bunny! © © Most of the bazaars are
over, and now it’s the time to begin gathering and
cooking those “blessings of the earth,” all the great
stuff that will become the contents of our Paschal

baskets, which we will take to the church to be
blessed. Those kitchen activities will spill over to
the malls and super markets, so | intend to com-
pletely stay away from that madness. | hardly ever
go to malls anyway, but that is another story for
another day. For sure though, there will be a lot of
traffic jams and just plain slow moving vehicles in
the next few days. It's all mostly good, though. Eve-
ryone is getting caught up in “the Spirit of the Sea-
son” as we celebrate that great announcement
once more this year: “Why do you seek the living
among the dead? He is not here. He is risen!”
Luke 24: 6

It's been a very nice, hopefully spiritually profita-
ble, and a quickly moving Great Fast. For the little
kids it's a dreadfully long time, especially if they
have chosen “to give something up for Lent,” but
for us old people the time has zipped by as if it
were yesterday. We must remember to give thanks
and to glorify our Almighty God, Who, once again
this year has blessed us with this amazing oppor-
tunity to walk in the desert, change our hearts and
return to Him.

I've been loving our Paschal Pilgrimage at Holy
Protection “in the Falls” and at “Four-thirty” on Sat-
urdays at St. Nicholas. For me as priest, it has
been a beautiful and inspiring time to be with “my
people, whom God has given me, as we celebrated
the special Sundays, feast days and fast days of
this holy and blessed time of Great Lent, given to
us for our spiritual benefit. It is always a great joy to
see our community of believers walking hand in
hand, of one mind and one heart and going up to
Jerusalem to die with Him, and then running to the
tomb on Sunday morning and finding out that it is
empty for He is risen as He foretold.

In “the Falls” there were always 8 to 10 people
attending the weekday and Saturday services. And
on Sundays the usual crowd of 20 to 25 gathered
for the Liturgy and that time of spiritual renewal. My
St. Nicholas “4:30 people” were also diligent in their
attendance each week. Excellent pilgrimage!

There have been two important additions to Holy
Protection. The first is readily noticeable when you
come to the gates of the churchyard, for you will
see that a new access ramp has been constructed
for those who have a hard time walking up stairs. It
is an amazing job! This ramp was constructed dur-
ing the late winter months, from start to finish by
our faithful and devoted parishioner, Mr. Stefan
Hlywa. May he be blessed for his kindness and
generosity, and for using his God-given talents in
charity to all who will ever use the ramp. We thank
him and pray “Mnohaja Lita, Steve!”

The second addition is inside the church. When
new building was completed in 1975 a plaque was
installed on the vestibule wall upon which were en- |
graved the names of the bishop, contractor, archi- |
tect, trustees, etc. Over the years, somewhere and
somehow, the plaque disappeared from the wall
and was lost and almost forgotten. Recently the
Bluey children became aware of the plaque and its |
disappearance and took up the project to have it
replaced as a special birthday gift to their Dad, be-
cause his name was on it, and also as a tribute to
Mr. Hlywa, who was trustee along with Michael
Bluey at the time of construction. This little project
with a great big meaning is a great reminder of the
hard work, dedication and sacrifice of Mike and
Steve and all who worked to build our beautiful
church and all who have “kept it going” over the
years. Thanks Bluey kids!

We say we are happy and joyful in the Resurrec-
tion as we celebrate these great days. Because we o o
are healthy and are surrounded by loving family we Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Or:
can rejoice in The Day! Thank God for His bless- ~ Because my Redeemer lives, | can face tomor-
ings that we can say that! On this Great Day we al-  "OW." Blessed Pascha, my dear one! ,
so remember that all of us can't say that. Some are Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen!
sick, scared, grieving, in dire circumstances, family
apart, etc., etc. Many are not, or are having a hard _
time being joyous today. Let us pray fervently for In the love of the Risen Lord,
them as our Easter present that they may know the 71 Q7
love, peace and joy of the Risen Lord! We send our
love and prayers to all and say: “This is the Day the Fr. Ray




3 papia "Muaocepannri Gamapannu'

Buopa 0yB
npasnuk bia-
ropimens. /la-
OYH 3roay Ha
HAPOJKEHHS
Cuna bo:xoro,
Hpeuncra Mi-
Ba Mapis mo-
TOIKYEThCA i
HA BUTHAHHA Y
€runer, i Ha
ciaaBy KsiTHoi
HeAlId, 1o ca-
Me HUHI Npo-
CJIABJISIEMO | Ha MeY 00110, SIKUI NMPOLIME il
ayuy Ha I'oarori, mpo mo 0yaemo po3Baxka-
™ Ha Beauky I’ sTHumio. IlpociaaBiasiroun
3ayatTss Cuna boxoro Big CesToro Jyxa i
Hdisn Mapii, MA BIIAHOBY€EMO ITOKOPY
Bo:xoi Marepi, 3 AK010 BOHA ILIKOBUTO
Bimmanacs mix oniky boskoro npoBuiHHs.

IIpu Tomy cJiig 3ragaTi, MO MU TAKO0XK
MAa€EMO CBOI 0J1aroBillieHs, CBOE MOKJIMKAH-
H$l, MU TaKO0XK € moTpidHi borogsi. Ha ko:x-
HOrO i3 Hac ['ocroab MoOKJIaga€ NEBHI 3aB-
JaHHS, AKUX OBUHHI MM CTIOBHUTH.

Koum mu moaiono xo Ilpedyucroi rosopu-
Mo: «Ochb 1 bosxkuii ciyra yu cayruns bo-
’Ka, Hexail MeHi Oyae mo TBoiii BoJti», TO
TOJIi HAIII BYMHKH € HeMOB 3a4ari 3 Jlyxa
CBATOrO i € 0THUM JIYYHHKOM MiK HAMH a
Borom.

ChoroaHi KBiTHA HeAUIA, a Iepe] HAMH
Xpucrosi crpacri. Kosin Ha moyaTky nboro
THKIHA 0adyumMo XpucTa y cjasi, Iio ii Jiro-
JMHA 3a[yMaJia, TO Ha HOro KiHui modavu-
Mo Xpucra y ciaBi 3 rigno 3 bo:xum
3ayMOM.

CboroaHi 4yJjm Mu Taki cJ10Ba, M0 iX
BHKPHKYBAJIH Ti, 10 CTEJIMJIM KBITH,

0JIMBKOBI rajiy3K i majbMoBe BiTTH mepexn
Xpucrom: "Ocanna, 6,1arocJIOBeHUH XTO
ine B im'a I'ocmogne. Hap I3paina', a na
APYTY HEJIII0 MOYY€EMO Y HEePKBi BeJIMYHE:
"Xpucroc Bockpec i3 MepTBHX, CMEPTIO
CMepTh MOA0JIAB i THM L0 y IPo0ax KUTTHA
aapysas''.

CboroaHi J1r0am pagicHi, Beae4arnTb
Xpucra, a 3a napy adiB Ha Beauxky II'sat-
HUL0 Kpu4aTuMyTh: ''I'eTh 3 HUM. Mu
ioro He morpedyemo. Po3imHirts iforo."

Sk Taka pizka 3MiHa 0yJ1a MOKJIUBOKO?

Choroaui Joau gyMaJu, mo XpHucroc
BXOJIHUTH 10 €pycannmy, 00 CTATH HapeM.
Toii, 110 BMi€ rapHO rOiBOPUTH, 11O
BIIKPHUB 04i cJIinmomy i 1aB ¢JIyX riiyxomy,
TOM, 110 JIa3apsi BOCKpecHB i3 MEpTBHX,
0e3mepevyHo MosKke 3po0uTH, 100 i cBiil
HAPiJ BUBHUCTH 3 HEBOJII.

OueBnano XpHUCTOC MIr BU3BOJMTH Bif
Pumuisin, asne ne He 0yJs10 i10ro 3aBIaHHAM...
Bin pagme npuiiinoB BU3BOJMTH CBill Ha-
pin Bix rpixiB, HABHCTH iX i Hac Ha nmpa-
BUJILHU I IILJIAIX.

Hapin, nouyBmucs 3aBeieHUM, i 3po3y-
MiBIIH, [0 IXHi CIOiBAHHS HE CIIOBHHU-
JIMCS, 3MiHMB CBO€ HACTABJIEHHS i1 HA-
MOBOIO CBSIIIEHUKIB, KHM:KHUKIB,
dapuceis...

Sk TO JerKko 3poduTH MIOCH 3JI0TO i
HAMOBOIO THX, SIKi FTAPHO BMIOTh F'OBOPH-
TH, a iXHi JlJIa JajieKi Bi cnpaBeJInBOCTH.

Baxunm €, nopori B Xpucri, oo i Mmu
OJIHOTO /THSI He MPOCJIABJISVIN KOT0Ch, a BiKe
HACTYITHOI'O 3MilIyBaJIH 3 00JI0TOM.
PizHuns Misk JOpOroniHHUM 30JI0TOM a
0e3BapTiCHUM 00J10TOM Yy IMCAHHI € TIIbKH
B nepiuiii OykBi, a y BUMOBI TiIbKH 1€ B
HaroJoci. I Tak xy:ke jerko Mo:kHa
nepekpyTuTu oaHe Ha apyre. [Hlocs
MoAiOHe i cTaI0CH y HACTaBJICHHI JI0xeil y

noxaiax Ksitnoi Hemiui i Beaukoi I'aTaui.

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

What was it like for those first few hours after
the empty tomb had been found, after Mary
Magdalene had delivered her breathless mes-
sage? It must have been a period of alarming
uncertainty, half hope, half dilemma; which of
us would really rejoice at the prospect of a mir-
acle that would make us rethink most of what
we had taken for granted? But into that chaos
steps a figure before whose face the questions
fade away, and all hope and certainty and hap-
piness spring forth in the realization that Christ
has indeed risen from the dead. Perhaps part
of the message of Easter is very simply, be
ready to be surprised; be ready to allow the joy
of our Lord’s resurrection and the promise of
Eternal life to permeate deep within our hearts
and souls, into even the dark crevices that daily
hardships bring — until it explodes with great
joy and happiness. Christian joy, the joy of
Easter, is offered to the world not to guarantee
a permanently happy society in the sense of a
society free from tension, pain or disappoint-
ment, but to affirm that whatever happens in
the unpredictable world — sometimes wonder-
fully, sometimes horribly unpredictable — there
is a deeper level of reality, a world within the
world, where love and reconciliation are cease-
lessly at work, a world with which contact can
be made so that we are able to live honestly and
courageously with the challenges constantly
thrown at us. And on the first Easter morning,
it is as if the fountains of the great deep are
broken open, and we are allowed to see, like Pe-
ter and John into the empty tomb, into the un-
expected certainty for one moment — and find
the genuine gift our Lord holds out to this
world, the genuine love and happiness He
brings to us with this promise of Eternal life.

When I was a child growing up, we had a
neighborhood playground at the end of our
street. It was fabulous because we could play
there all the time, thanks to a few older, retired
gentlemen who would faithfully mow the exten-
sive lawn to maintain our playground area.
Regularly, once a week these older gentlemen

could be seen on their riding lawn mowers cir-
cumventing the area foliage, trees, and flower
beds through the vast acre of land. While I did
not know these men very well, I pleasantly re-
call how one of them would sing while he
mowed around the playground and baseball di-
amond with this wonderful operatic voice. He
sang while he mowed and we kids just expected
to hear his baritone songs wherever he went.
This continued on for several years, until one
spring a very strange thing happened; I noticed
that when the same older gentleman came to
mow our field of play, there was no more sing-
ing. I remember thinking it was rather strange,
but I was too busy enjoying the beautiful spring
day to inquire about his unexpected silence.
The next week there was still no singing and
strangely enough it gave me that bothersome
feeling as when something is wrong or missing.
On the third week, I finally asked the other
men why their friend was not singing. They re-
plied, “His wife passed away just before Easter,
so now he does not have a song to sing.” Ire-
member feeling quite sad for the silent, old
man, and at the tender age of ten, what did I
know about life after death. I knew that Jesus
rose from the dead, but did that mean that we
still had a song to sing?

As we celebrate this Easter day, I suppose
that we are all seeking a song to sing. Like the
women who came to the tomb, like the Apostles
who were in hiding, we have lost our friend, our
teacher, the one we were following and now he
is dead and in the grave, and we have lost our
song. The stone that sealed the tomb is rolled
away, but we are still perplexed and puzzled
about it all. “Why do you seek the living among
the dead?” we are asked. Yes, why do we?
Why do we keep searching for life, love and
happiness in an empty tomb? I suppose it is re-
vealed in our faith, because much like the
myrrh- bearing women who were the first to
announce the empty tomb; we too come to cele-
brate an empty grave, because it means that we
still have a song of joy to sing...

Christ is Risen! Indeed Hi is Risen!



