
Щоб стати членами СУК  „Провидіння”, 
Просимо звертатися до пані Гаврилюк. 

 

The Providence Association  
Life Insurance & Annuities 
 

www.provassn.com 
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Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com 

Our Church Web-Page Is: 
http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
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Buffalo Community Web-Page Is: 
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
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Please Support our Sponsors 
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Підтримаймо наших спонзорів 
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Thanks are extended to all Sponsors 

S A I N T  N I C H O L A S  

U KRA I NIA N  CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 
 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ  ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß  
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

April 22: Myrrh-Bearing Women  
11:00 PM See Julian–диви Юліянський 
 

Mon., April 23 – Пон., 23 Квітня 
9:15 АM +Helene Mysliwiec, John & Flor-

ence  & Anna Jusela (Jim)  
 

Tue., April 24 – Вівторок, 24 Квітня 
9:15 АM +Маруся Процик (С. Д. Пітолай)  
 

Wed., April 25 – Середа, 25 Квітня 
9:15 АM +Степан, Григорій, Михайло, 

Іван, Василь і Анна (Е. Ковтало) 
12:00 PM +Severyn Papisz (Luba Ciolko) 

 

Thu., April 26 – Четвер, 26 Квітня 
9:15 АM За Парохіян – For Parishioners  
 

Fri., April 27 – П’ятниця, 27 Квітня 
8:15 АM +Степан (Роксоляна, Христина)  
 

Sat., April 28 – Субота, 28 Квітня 
9:00 АM Зд. Олі Якубовської (Мар’янна) 
4:30 PM +Eva & Wasyl Borowiec 

(Borowiec Family) 
 
 

April 29: S of Paralytic – Н. Розслаб.  
12:00 PM Michael Michalow & +Slawko 

Michaliw – birthdays (Michelle)  
 

================================================================== 
 

Eternal Light burns for 
+Mary Petryshyn 

Requ. By Tekla Moczerniak 
 

(Г) Вічне Світло в честь ПДМ (1) 
горить на Славу Божу 

 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
Христос Воскрес! 
Воістину Воскрес! 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

22 Квітня: Н. Св. Томи 
11:00 р. +Стефан і Юлія Гривняк 
 (К. Лехновська) 
 

29 Квітня: Н. Жінок Миронос. 
10:00 р. +Vera Dorothy Dubas Liskiewicz 

(+2/10/12) (Nancy & Bill 
Weigand & children) 

============================================================= 

ЗАПРОШЕННЯ 
 

Хор ОЖ-ОЧСУ «МРІЯ» і 
 

Булава 9-ого Відділу Ю-СУМ 
ім. Батурин в Боффало  

 
Мають шану запросити Вас 

 

на 
 

СВЯТОЧНУ ПРОГРАМУ 
 

ДЕНЬ ГЕРОЇНІ --- 
--- ДЕНЬ МАТЕРІ 

 

яка відбудеться в суботу, 
12-го травня 2012р. 

о год. 5:30 веч. 
 в Українському Домі Дніпро  

при 562 Дженесі вул., Боффало 
 

Виступають: Хор ОЖ-ОЧСУ 
«Мрія» і члени СУМ. 

 

Перекуска для присутних. 

DNIPRO   ДНІПРО 
 

U k r a i n i a n  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204  856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
Hall and bar rentals are available. 

See your old friends on Friday night. 
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. 
Please Contribute to the 
$100,000 Building Fund. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

=============================================================== 

 
 

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy 
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza) 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068 
Tel. 716-630-0131  Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495 

 

=============================================================== 

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

85 George Urban Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225 

5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 
-------------------------------- 

(716) 894-1772 
=============================================================== 

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y. 
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik 

3003 South Park Avenue 
Lackawanna, New York 14218 

(716) 824-3007 

 
 

 
  

  
  
  
  

““ССВВІІЙЙ  ДДОО  CCВВООГГОО  ППОО  CCВВООЄЄ””  
 

SPECIAL RATE 
2.00% APY 2.01% 

FOR  
Traditional and Roth IRA accounts & 

Youth account “Little Nest” 
 

 

Join now and become a member of our  
Ukrainian Credit Union Family! 

 

Free checking! 
Competitive rates on Loans, 

Mortgages, & Visa Credit cards 
CD’s and savings account 

ATM Visa Debit cards 
Direct Deposit and Online Banking 

Domestic & International Wires 
Translations, Notary Public 

 

UHD Federal Credit Union 
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204 

(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988 
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com 

 

Hours of operations: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10:00am-5:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm; 
Fri. 10:00-7:00pm Sat. 10:00am-1:00pm 

=============================================================== 

St. Joseph School For Boys Bookstore 
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com


UPCOMING 
CHURCH 
EVENTS 

 

Просимо звернути 
увагу на дати: 

 

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like 
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact 
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.  
 

• KITCHEN – is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM. 
Thank you for your help and patronage. 

 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us! 

 

Easter Dinner:  April 22, 2012 

=============================================================== 
 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church 
by purchasing 
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in 
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose 
or gain anything by doing this, but our 
Church will benefit greatly. We receive 
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar 
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank 
you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 

У нас успішно продаються Карточки з 
крамниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помага-
єте церкві. Для Вас не робить різниці чи 
ви платили грішми чи карточкою, але 
церква дістане від „Топс” 5%. На $1,000 
церква одержить $50. Що б закупити 
слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, або 
до канцелярії. Дякуємо! Також можна 
цією карточкою купувати бензину. 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊ. Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево 
Інформації подавати до четверга вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@yahoo.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
Хрещення: За домовленням  
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday 11:45 AM – Субота 11:45 р. 

 

Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 
 
 

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest 
 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó 
ë³÷íèö³ àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
 

 
 

 

=============================================================== 
St. Nicholas Easter Dinner 

Today- April 22, 2012 
Please attend. 

 
Свяченне церкви 
Святого Миколая 

Сьогодні - 22 Квітня, 2012 
Просимо взяти участь! 

=============================================================== 
St. John’s Easter Dinner 

will be held on April 29, 2012. 
at 1:00 P.M. 

Divine Liturgy at 11:00 a.m. (E/U) 
All parishioners and guests 

are welcome. Donation $15:00 
 

3275 Elmwood Ave, 
Kenmore, New York 14217 

Telephone: 716-873-5011 E-mail: 
stjohnmyparish@gmail.com 

* * * 
Свяченне церкви 

Св. Івана Хрестителя 
в Кенморе, Н.Й. 

Відбудеться 22 Квітня, 2012. 
Просимо взяти участь! 

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS 
 

 

Donations Towards Coffee Hour 
Coffee Hour Benefits-  Yearly  Com-

munication Assessment Fee 
 

Wasyl & Luba Terech 
============================================================== 
ЗАПРОШУЄМО ВСІХ ЧЛЕНІВ 

КРЕДИТНОЇ СПІЛКИ 
НА ЗВІТНО ВИБОРНІ ЗБОРИ 

ЯКІ ВІДБУДУТЬСЯ 
В НЕДІЛЮ, 29 КВІТНЯ 2012 

О 3:00 ПО-ПОЛУДНІ 
В УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ ДОМІ 

“ДНІПРО” 
562 Genesee Street 
Buffalo, New York 

* * * 
TO ALL CREDIT UNION MEM-

BERS: PLEASE JOIN US AT THE 
ANNUAL CREDIT 

UNION MEETING, SUNDAY 
APRIL 29, 2012 AT 3:00P.M. 

UKRAINIAN HOME DNIPRO 
562 Genesee Street 

================================================================= 
Bazaar and Garage Sale  
Plenty of Everything for All 
April 28, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church  
200 Como Park Blvd, Cheektowaga, NY 1422 

================================================================= 
 

Христос Воскрес! 
Воістину Воскрес! 

Christ s Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
mailto:stjohnmyparish@gmail.com


Rome & Kyiv – Historic event 

 
 

The Stamford Eparchy invites to 
Rome and Kyiv, October 10-19 2012 

With Msgr. John Trelecky 
 

 
 

The Rededication of St. Sophia Sobor in 
Rome in Honor of the 120th Birthday of 

Patriarch Josyf Slipyj 
 

$3,550.00 per person 
based on twin share. 

For More Information, 
Contact Dunwoodie Travel Bureau 

(914) 969-4200 
dunwoodie@vacation.com 

============================================================ 
Проща до Риму з нагоди 

посвячення відновленої Св. 
Софії буде у жовтні. 

Iнформації по англійськи. 
Заохочуємо до участи!!! 

============================================================ 
 

 

 
Sunday, April 29, 2012 

11:00AM- 2:00PM 
To benefit: 

 Msgr. Paul Iwachiw Scholarship Fund 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 

Church Hall 
308 Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, NY 

 

Donation $10.00 - (children 12 
& under- $5.00) includes: 

salad, spaghetti & meatballs, garlic 
bread, coffee and dessert 

 

Sponsored by: 
Niagara Frontier Council 

League of Ukrainian Catholics 

The League of 
Ukrainian Catholics, 
Niagara Frontier 
Council is pleased to 
announce that  
our council  

will award two (2) $500.00 
Scholarships to deserving  
students of the Buffalo  
Deanery.  

The qualifications  
are listed below. 

 
Qualifications for the Msgr. 

lwachiw Scholarship 
 

1. The applicant must be A CUR-
RENT, ACTIVE  parishioner of 
one of the parishes in the Buffalo 
Deanery (Buffalo, Lackawanna, 
Kenmore, Lancaster or Niagara 
Falls) 
 

2. The applicant must be: 
 

A. Any student, who is presently or 
will be attending a public, private 
or junior college in the 2012-2013  
School Year (indicating choice of 
college or prospective colleges) 

 

B. Any student who is presently or 
will be attending a Catholic High 
School in the 2012-2013 School 
Year. 
 

3. The following criteria must be met: 
A. Pastor's recommendation 

B. Recommendation of a Teach-
er or Advisor 

C. Academic Transcript (s) 
D. Complete Essay: What have 

you gained from being a mem-
ber of your Parish, which has di-
rected you to further your goals 
in life, and how you expect your 
education to help you attain the-
se goals? 

 
If you are interested and 
have met the qualifica-
tions, please see Father  

Marijan for an Application. 
The DEADLINE FOR FILING IS 

JUNE 1, 2012 
============================================================== 
On April 27 - 29, 2012, St. Basil 
Seminary will be hosting the 1st in 
the series of 6 Cantor's Programs 
entitled: The Divine Liturgy and 
Eight Tones System. 
As in the past, the program will be 
under the direction of the distin-
guished Professor Joseph Roll. 
This first program covers im-
portant and well known services 
in Ukrainian Catholic Liturgical 
Life that are a basis for the other 5 
programs. All lovers of Byzantine 
music and liturgical life are invited 
and encouraged to participate. 
Talk to your pastor. See us at the 
web: 
 

http://www.stbasilseminary.com/ 
 
============================================================== 

http://www.stbasilseminary.com/
mailto:dunwoodie@vacation.com


From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
 

The Icon of the Myrrh-bearing Women witnesses 
the Resurrection of Christ as it follows the Gospel 
accounts.  The cave represents the burial place, 
originally belonging to Joseph of Arimathea.  Now, 
there only remains the empty sepulcher and linen 
cloth.  The faithful women stand by it as the Angel of 
the Lord reveals to them the good news.  The Resur-
rection also serves as a living reminder of our 
Lord’s genuine love and tangible presence in our 
lives at all times.  The message of the myrrh-bearing 
women touches us deeply, because we know from 
their account that Christ is no longer in the tomb, 
but alive and with us.  There is a theme throughout 
the story of the myrrh-bearing women of their con-
tinuing enlightenment, just like it was for doubting 
Saint Thomas, the skeptical Saint Peter, and for the 
other Apostles who doubted the promises of Christ.  
We see how the resurrection is applied in our own 
life, here and now.  God has the ability to make us 
whole, to free us of our sins and our passions, and 
to help us overcome our difficulties which keep us 
distant from Him.  We have been given this ability, 
through the Resurrection.  And all the examples of 
people that partially believed, even the great Apos-
tles, who were at times disbelievers, at times even 
cowards, these men who were at odds with each 
other and vied amongst themselves for who would 
be greatest - even them - the Lord purified, and 
brought them to a great wholeness.  If God did this 
throughout the examples we read in Scripture, then 
God can certainly do this with each of us.   

Most people that drive through rainy and foggy 
conditions will grab the steering wheel tightly and 
concentrate on safely reaching their destination.  
About 10 years ago, I was on my way home from 
NYC.  Just after I reached Syracuse, an intense 
fog consumed the air making it very difficult to 
drive. At one point, I could barely see five feet 
ahead of my vehicle. It was the thickest blanket of 
fog that I had ever driven through, and it quickly 
became challenging to see anything on the road.  
If you are familiar with the NYS Thruway, then you 
know that there are very few areas to pull off safe-
ly, so I started to pray as I continued to drive and 

worried about making it home in one piece. Just 
before anxiety got the better of me, I suddenly no-
ticed something barely visible alongside the road 
– a solid white line.  As I continued to drive, I 
made sure to keep my eyes focused on that white 
line. As I gripped the wheel and strained to see 
more than five feet ahead of me, I just followed 
that white line like a lifeline and realized that the 
weather that night was symbolic of life’s journey. 
The white line was the only thing guiding me 
down the road that day, and since then I have of-
ten paralleled that white line to the values of fami-
ly, faith and interests in life that guide all of us 
when we do not know for sure what the future 
holds.  The danger of that situation and the 
thought of how that white line was the only thing 
keeping me on the road, keeping me safe when I 
could see nothing else in front of me, made we 
wonder about the people in our lives who personi-
fy that ‘white line’: our parents who raised us, 
nurture us and love us, our spouse or friends who 
console us and laugh with us, our children who 
rely on us just as much as we cherish their love. 
Each of us is a white line for someone else, for 
the people we love and care for, the people we 
live with, the friends we have made along life’s 
journey. They all embody the person that we have 
become today.  And what better time than the 
present, to remind those special people that they 
are our ‘white lines’, the people who keep us on 
track and push us and make us who we are today.  
As we celebrate Christ’s victory over death, we also 
begin to realize how Jesus is the ‘white line’ of the 
ages. If we think back to the time of Jesus and his 
disciples, and how he touched the blind and gave 
them sight, or the way he moved the minds and 
hearts of sinners and made them whole.  How Je-
sus offered hope to the hopeless, healed the sick, 
and raised the dead into new life.  Because of the 
Resurrection and the gift of Eternal life, Jesus 
remains the ultimate white line in each of our lives 
- and His line will never fade, it will never die, but 
can only become bolder and more visible as we 
journey through life with God on our side. 

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko 

 

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen! 
April 22, 2012 A.D. 

Dear ____________________________ , 
 

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter) 
 

 “….today the resurrection of our Lord brings 
light and salvation to us... The whole world re-
joices today in the Resurrection of Christ; the 
earth is clothed; the meadows are in flower.” 
(from the Ambo Prayer for Pascha) 
 Some years, when I’ve read that prayer, we 
were very far from “meadows in flower.” Not so 
this year! Part of the brightness and joy of 
Pascha 2012 has been the early spring we’ve 
been enjoying. The meadows indeed are bloom-
ing, and have continued to bloom, giving us an 
added vision of heaven as we celebrate the Res-
urrection of our Lord. I’m sure there are going to 
be even more wonderful flowers for us to enjoy in 
heaven. Remember Our Lady of Guadalupe, who 
showed, and gave, some of those heavenly flow-
ers to Juan Diego? And how about our St. 
Ephrosynos, known as “the Cook?” He’s the pa-
tron of all church cooks, you know. He also had a 
vision of heaven and was permitted to walk with 
great delight in the gardens and orchards there. 
So when I see earthly flowers, they make me 
think of the heavenly ones. That’s what we mean 
when we say, “Heaven on earth!” 
 Western NY, and I suspect most everywhere in 
the US, is a glorious, magnificent landscape, 
painted by the Heavenly Artist with one bright 
and beautiful color after another! We are blessed 
with gorgeous sights of all the different flowers 
and trees that have blossomed. Spring has been 
gentle and mild, so the flowers seem to be enjoy-
ing extra long life this year. Our flowering crabap-
ples are beginning to bust out these days and they, 
along with the flowering pear trees, are the icing on 
the cake!  Nearly every property has one or both, 

so they certainly are wonderful, and beautiful addi-
tions to the scenery. Truly, Heaven on earth! “In 
Wisdom You have made them all, O Lord.” 
 Actually, there was more “icing on the cake” 
around here. Remember how last week, and into 
the weekend (April 15-16), there were terrible 
tornadoes out in the Midwest? We didn’t get any 
of those dreaded storms, but did get several very 
windy days, especially last Saturday and Sunday. 
Those powerful winds caught migrating butter-
flies and blew them into this part of the state. 
There were so many, “Painted Ladies,” “Red 
Admirals,” and even a few “Monarchs” that the 
TV and radio stations began receiving calls and 
pictures from people wondering what was going 
on. I had my answer to that. It was Pascha on the 
Old Calendar!  
 When we were home, Baba always preferred 
the Old Calendar, and always saw “a sign” that 
told her she was right. For instance, “it always 
snowed beautifully on January 7th, and the 
weather was warm and the flowers always were 
out for “our Easter.” And this year….always a 
sign of resurrection-Butterflies! Hundreds and 
hundreds of them!! She would be so happy to 
see the yards, trees and flowers flooded and 
decorated with gorgeous, delicate butterflies. 
Hmmm, maybe she sent them? Anyway, it was 
great to see that spectacular sight. They seemed 
to have survived the cold nights ok, and many 
can still be seen fluttering around. 
 We always pray for the sick, homebound and 
those in assisted living and nursing homes, and 
their caregivers. This past week we had Liturgy 
at Holy Protection for “all those on our parish 
prayer list,” and “for all the sick.” I hope you were 
warmed, comforted, and even healed, as we 
prayed for you. 
 I’ve been doing a lot of visiting, and always 
want to do more.  Seems as if every time I’m on 



my way to see you, something else comes up 
and I postpone it “till tomorrow.” Please remem-
ber if you ever need a visit, or if it’s been too long 
since I’ve seen you, or e-mailed you, or phoned 
you please free to call me. You are the joy of my 
ministry and I thoroughly enjoy coming to you, 
and bringing the Lord to you. I hope I will be see-
ing you, or hearing from you very soon. 
 This weekend and next, our parishes through-
out the land, and around the world, will be having 
the traditional “Sviachenne,” or Paschal meal. It 
is usually a bit of a fund-raiser for the parish 
treasury, but it is also a great bonding time for all 
parishioners. If your parish doesn’t have the 
“Sviachenne,” check out one of the sister 
churches, and go there for a great breakfast and 
support them, and have one more taste of those 
excellent paschal foods until next year. 
 As the Pascha activity slows down in our parish 
kitchens, our attention is now turning to the tradi-
tional time of First Confession and First Solemn 
Holy Communion. Parents, teachers, and of 
course the kids, are busily doing all their last mi-
nute preparations. One of these days I’ll be meet-
ing with the First Communion Class at St. Nicho-
las when we will bake the Prosphora (Bread for 
Liturgy) with them. It’s actually become a nice 
tradition and I look forward to it once again this 
year. 
 This coming Thursday, April 26 marks the 26 
anniversary of the horrible nuclear accident at 
Chernobyl when the nuclear reactor went out of 
control and blew up resulting in hundreds of im-
mediate deaths and thousands upon thousands 
in the resulting years from exposure to the radia-
tion. We cannot forget those horrible days. We 
cannot forget those who perished, nor can we 
forget the survivors. AND we cannot forget the 
godless, lying communist regime, who denied 

“any problem” for days, which probably resulted 
in even greater tragedy. 
 The world is still a dark, threatening and scary 
place. The HHS mandate is still in place; attacks 
continue on the Church and on good people. For 
today, I won’t write much about that. Right now I 
want us to be like the Apostles in the Book of 
Acts. They came to realize Jesus is risen and 
began to openly and fearlessly proclaim the 
Good News. As one reads those first pages of 
Acts, we can feel the relief, joy and promise of the 
future that those holy ones were experiencing. Our 
joy and celebration of Pascha is that same relief, 
joy and promise. Christ is Risen granting us eternal 
life! In Him we have our endless joy! 
 However, it takes only four chapters before we 
see Peter and the others being dragged into 
court. Our joy and the gifts of our God can never 
be taken away from us, but it will not be easy to 
live it and proclaim it. Even now, the Bishop of 
Peoria, Illinois is being condemned for his stand 
on mandates and actions of our government. At 
“A Call to Catholic Men of Faith,” he gave a won-
derful speech last Saturday to 500 men who had 
gathered at a march and Mass. Bishop Daniel 
Jenky C.S.C, is being ripped apart in the main-
stream press for expressing his views. (Comput-
er people can go to “The Catholic Post-Diocese 
of Peoria and find the entire homily on line). Pray 
for him and all bishops! 
 For today, put your hands over your ears, close 
your eyes and ignore the terrible things of the 
world. Only rejoice in your heart that our Jesus, 
who was crucified, is now alive and walks among 
us! Through the Cross, Joy has come into the 
world! This is the day the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad! 

In the love of our Risen Lord, 
 

Fr. Ray 

Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
У нинішному євангельському читанні від 

Івана чули ми, що Тома не був між апосто-
лами, коли то Христос вперше їм з'явився. І 
кажуть йому його товариші: "Ми бачили 
Христа. Він – живий. Він з нами говорив." Аж 
10 осіб, яким не можна не довіряти. Вони ж з 
Христом постійно ходили, і ніхто інший не міг 
би виступити замість Нього щоб їх обманути. 
Вони ж на власні очі бачили. 

І жінки їхні потверджували. Ті самі, що з 
Христом так часто перебували, що були під 
хрестом коли його розіпяли, і брали участь у 
його похороні. І вони також, з радістю про-
мовляють: "Ми його насправді виділи, і до-
торкалися його одежі. Він дійсний а не дух." 

О ні, Тома немає причини прийняти їхніх 
свідчень. Він же не помішаний. У нього ро-
зум упорятку. Він тверезо думає. Хіба ж 
Христа не розіп’ято на хрест між двома роз-
бійниками? Хіба ж коп'єм ребра Його не 
проколено? Хіба Він не помер на тому хрес-
ті? Та ж свідків було аж забагато, бо хотіли 
подевитися на позорище, а може і бути 
свідками якогось чуда, де Христос зійшов би 
з хреста. Але ж це не сталося, і поховали 
його, і великий камінь над входом до гробу 
привалили, і сторожу коло нього поставили, 
щоб часами під час ночі хтось не украв його 
тіла і не сказав, що він устав із мертвих. 

"Як сам не побачу на його руках ран від 
цвяхів і не поставлю своїх пальців у рани від 
цвяхів і не вложу свою руку у його ребра, не 
повірю." 

І приходить Христос і знова каже усім: 
"Мир Вам", а тоді звертається до 
сумніваючого Томи кажучи: "Приниси сюди 
твій палец і поглянь на мої руки і принеси 
твою руку і  вложи в мої ребра, і не будь 
невірним але вірним.  

А що Тома на це. Тяжко собі уявити, що він 
міг безлично підійти до Христа, щоб поклас-

ти руки свої у Його ребра, алеправдо подібно 
він схиляє свою голову перед учителим ка-
жучи: "Господь мій і Бог мій!" 

І так, дорогі, святий Тома став доказом для 
нас, що Христос дійсно Воскрес. Бо коли той, 
що ніяк не міг прийняти Христа Воскреслого, 
аж поки сам не побачив, одержав зрозуміння, 
то і ми, взоруючися на його прикладі, можи-
мо також те саме одержати і мати сильну 
віру. 

Христос сказав до Томи: "Тому, що ти по-
бачив, віруєш. Блажені ті, що не бачили а ві-
рують." Між ними, очевидно, ми усі. Віримо 
на основі свідчення апостолів, а головно то-
го Христового учня, що так багато сумнівав-
ся. 

На кінці, дорогі в Господі, звернім увагу, 
що ми можемо доторкнутиися Христових ран 
і сьогодні, так як це хотів зробити апостол 
Тома.  Ці рани Христові є на тілі тих що пос-
традали у Великому голодо, на тілі тих що 
загинули в наслідок Чорнобиля, якого 
зловісну річницю згадуємо цього четверга, 
на цілі тих, що каралиця у концентраційних 
таборах, на засланнях і на кожному місці де 
людина людині завдавала і завдає ран. Кож-
ний і кожна що терплять носять на собі 
Христові рани, яких ми можемо побачити і 
постаратися олекшити терпіння. 

Важним є, щоб ми Христові самі не завда-
вали більше ран, щоб ми Його наново не роз-
пинали своєю неуважністю, своїм себелюб-
ям, своєю ненавістю. Христос є завжди на 
боці терплячих, переслідуваних, чи у який 
небудь спосіб покривджених, яким Він стара-
ється допомогти. Чи Господь і по нашому 
боці, чи Він у нас перебуває? Чи інші бачать 
Його у нашій поведінці? 

Скажім разом з Томою "Господь мій і Бог 
мій", і приймім до себе Христовий мир, якого 
Він так щиро роздає тим, що хочуть його 
прийняти до своїх сердець. 


