
 
Last Supper & Crucifixion 

 
 

 
Deposition from the cross 

 
Shroud & Antimension 

 

 

S A I N T  N I C H O L A S  
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Прийдіте, пиймо нове пиття, що не з каме-
ня неплідного чудесно випливає, але з нетлін-
ня джерела, яке виточив із гробу Христос, в 
ньому ми утверджуємось (Канон Пасхи) 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ  ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 

=================================================================== 
 

Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ 
ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ Ä²ÂÈ 
ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯ 

 

UNDER THE 
PROTECTION OF 
MOTHER OF GOD 

 
=================================================================== 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN 
May 5 – 2013 – 5 Травня 
ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ 

=================================================================== 

Усім, що святкують Христове Воскре-
сіння за юліянським календарем, бажа-
ємо щасливих Великодніх свят. Нехай 
Воскреслий Господь принесе спокій у на-
ші неспокійні серця. Хай Господь прине-
се мир у наше життя, по наших родинах і 
у відношенню поміж народами, щоб усі, 
менші чи більші непорозуміння, чим 
скорше покінчили ся. 

З нагоди Христового Воскресіння віта-
ємо проводи усіх наших церков. Просім 
сьогодні воскреслого Христа, щоб Він при-
вернув єдність у своїй святій але нажаль 
поділеній церкві, щоб католики і право-
славні та й усі що визнають Ісуса Госпо-
дом могли чим скорше разом зійтися, щоб 
взяти участь у Його трапезі. Бо Господь за 
нас усіх народився і помер за нас усіх, і вос-
кресіння його ми усі разом повинні з ра-
дістю прославляти. Нехай Господь побла-
гословить нас усіх, щоб ми постійно могли 
пр’ямувати дорогами справедливості до 
щасливої вічності у Христовому Царстві.   

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
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 CHURCH BULLETIN 
May 5 – 2013 – 5 Травня 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 

4:30 PM For Parishioners 
 

May 5 Man born blind – Н. Сліп. 
12:00 РM. Health of John & Rosemary 

Maxim (Peter Maxim) 
 

Monday May 6 – Пон., 6 Травня 
6:00 PM +Olga Belmega 1 year & pan. 

(Puhacz Family) 
 

Tuesday May 7 – Вівторок, 7 Травня 
6:15 РM MOLEBEN - МОЛЕБЕНЬ 
 

Wed. May 8 – Середа, 8 Травня 
8:15 AM +Sophie Sudyn (Elizabeth Kitt) 
 

ASCENSION - ВОЗНЕСІННЯ 
Thursday May 9 – Четвер, 9 Травня 
9:30 АМ For Parishioners – За Парохіян 
 

Friday May 10 – П’ятниця, 10 Травня) 
8:15 AM За зд. Мами Стефанії і синів 

Мартина і Олега (Леся Савка) 
6:15 РM MOLEBEN - МОЛЕБЕНЬ 
 

Saturday May 11 – Субота, 11 Травня 
8:15 AM +Ярослав Якимів  

(Анна Мельник) 
12:00 PM  ++Members of Ukrainian Ame-

rican Sportsmen: Orest Prytula, Bohdan 
Jurkiw, Mykola Onysko, Slawko 
Mychajliw, Andrij Worobel, Severyn 
Papisz, Wasyl Drozdowsky, Richard 
Marks, Valentine Vdoviuk 

4:30 PM For all Mothers – За МАМІВ 
 

May 12 Holy Fathers of Nicea – Отців. 
12:00 РM. +Michael Pryndota (wife) 

============================================================= 

CHRIST IS RISEN! ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 

 

Saint Nicholas Church 
Церква Св. Миколая 
(Під Опікою П.Д.М.) 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

4 Травня: Велика Субота 
3:45 в.  Благословення Кошиків 
4:30 в Літургія Св. Василія 
6:00 в. Благословення Кошиків 
 Сповідь перед і після благословення  

5 Травня ВЕЛИКДЕНЬ 
7:00 р.  Надгробне 
7:20 р.  Воскресна Утрення 
8:30 р. Св. Літургія 
 

Світл. Пон., 6 Травня (Св. Юрій)  
10:00 р. За всіх тих, що працюють при 

парохії – For all volunteers   

Світлик Вівторок, 7 Травня:  
10:00 р. +Д-р. Зенон і Зиновія 

Мосійчук (Аскольд) 
 

12 Травня Томина Н. – День Матері 
10:00 р. +Людвіка і +Степан Залеські 

(М. Л. Стасюк) 
Mothers Day Brunch after each Liturgy 

Сніданок з нагоди Дня Матері по 
кожній Св. Літургії - 12 Травня 

 
 

Eternal Light burns for 
+Julia Mochnacz (Requ. by family) 

 

Вічне Світло за +Юлію Мохнач 
 

Вічне Світло в честь П.Д.М. горить  
за щасливу подорож в Україну і 

щасливий поворот 
Пожертва: Анна Ткалич 

 
 

================================================================= 
 

 
 

================================================================= 
 

Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.buszkafuneralhomeinc.com 
 

================================================================= 
 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 

Please Support our Sponsors 
================================================================= 

 

 
================================================================ 

 

 
 

================================================================= 
 

 
 

================================================================= 
 

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors! 

http://www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com/


DNIPRO   ДНІПРО 
 

Ukrainian Cultural Center 
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204  856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
Hall and bar rentals are available. 

See your old friends on Friday night. 
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. 

Please Contribute to the 
$100,000 Building Fund. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

============================================================= 

 
 

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy 
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza) 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068 
Tel. 716-630-0131  Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495 

 

============================================================= 

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

85 George Urban Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225 

5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 
-------------------------------- 

(716) 894-1772 
============================================================= 

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y. 
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik 

3003 South Park Avenue 
Lackawanna, New York 14218 

(716) 824-3007 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Найщиріші побажання Божого 
Благословення для всіх парафіян  

Українських церков надсилає 
Українська Кредитна Спілка 

“СВІЙ ДО CВОГО ПО CВОЄ” 
 

Please use our  
product & services 

Free checking! 
Competitive rates on Loans, Visa Credit 

cards, CD’s and savings account 
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts 

ATM Visa Debit cards 
Direct Deposit and Online Banking 

Free Life Insurance (some restrictions apply) 
Domestic & International Wires, 

Translations, Notary Public 
 

Join now and become a member of 
our Ukrainian Credit Union Family! 

 

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204 
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988 

www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com 
 

Hours of operations: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 

10:00am - 5:00pm 
Wednesday: 10:00am - 2:00pm; 

Friday: 10:00 - 7:00pm 
============================================================= 

St. Joseph School for Boys Bookstore 
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420 

 

 
 
 

============================================================== 

DONATIONS TO  
2013 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal 

Peter Maxim - $300.00 
Mykola & Orysia Dobrykewych - $250.00 

Anna Holowaty - $200.00 
Maria Malaniak - $200.00 

Dolores Baranyckyj - $100.00 
Olha Czmola - $100.00 
Anna Fedyk - $100.00 

Anna Poliszczuk - $100.00 
Markian & Lidia Stasiuk - $100.00 

Emilia Swiatkiwsky - $100.00 
IMO A &M Hanitzky  - $100.00 

S &G Swiatkiwsky - $100.00 
Ulana Loza - $75.00 

Olena Czmola May - $50.00 
Roman Voychak - $50.00 

 Irene Tschip - $50.00 
Z & J Derhak - $25.00 

Total collected 
as of May 2, 2013 - $2000.00 

2013 Goal 
for St. Nicholas Parish - $7,500.00 
Amount needed to reach our Goal - 

$5,500.00 
================================================================= 

 

Cell Phones 
Please turn off or silence your cell 
phone before entering the church. 

Thank you! 
* * * 

Мобільні Телєфони: 
Просимо вилучувати 

ваші мобільні телєфони, 
підчас Святої Літургії. 

Дякуємо! 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen 
================================================================= 

 

May 19, 2013 we will have our 
Parish Sviachene 

(Easter Dinner) 
after 10 AM Liturgy 

Please come and support this 
parish activity. Donations of 

sweets would be greatly 
appreciated. Please note: 

May 19 there is 
No noon Liturgy. 

 
Парохіяльне Свячене 

відбудеться у неділю, 19 
Травня по Св. Літургії. Того дня 

є тільки одна Божественна 
Літургія о 10 рано.  

Просимо взяти участь! 
Просимо принести солодке. 

 

================================================================= 

Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com


 

 
We're hosting an Open House at our 
Buffalo Branch and all members are 
invited! 
Friday May 10, 2013, 5-8 PM 
UFCU Buffalo Branch, 562 Genesee 
Street, Buffalo, NY 14204 
Meet & greet UFCU representatives 
from the main office, local 
employees, and fellow members. 
We'll have light refreshments and 
souvenirs! 

= = = = = 
Відділеня УФКС м. Баффало буде 
проводити день відкритих дверей 
у п'ятницю 10 травня 2013, з 5-8 
вечора, за адресою 562 Genesee 
Street, Buffalo, NY 14204. 

Приходьте і познайомтеся з 
нашими представниками, 

працівниками відділеня, і іншими 
членами кредитівки. Ми будемо 

мати легкі закуски і сувеніри! 
 

============================================================ 
 

Miss Buffalo Cruise, 
Sunday, June 9th, 2-5 PM 

$25.00 
Sponsored by Ukrainian 

American Civic Center, 205 
Military Rd 

For reservations call: 
Juri 392-9657 or Roman 837-9359 

СЕРДЕЧНА ПОДЯКА!!! 
Членки 49-го Відділу Союзу Українок 
бажають подякувати всім тим, що 
прийшли на святкування 80-ї річниці 
нашого відділу імени 
Ольги Басараб. Шира 
подяка Вам усім. 
=============================================================== 

Members of YNWLA, 
branch 49th wish to thank 
everyone who attended our 80-year 
Jubilee and made it a great success! 
============================================================ 

SAVE THE DATE 
The 75th Annual Conven-
tion of the League of Uk-
rainian Catholics will be 
held in Buffalo October 4, 

5, 6, 2013 at the Airport 
Holiday Inn. We ask the support of 
our local Ukrainian community in this 
endeavor. We especially ask that 
organizations not schedule any events 
that weekend. Thank you! 
 

75 Конвенція Ліґи Українців Католи-
ків буде в Боффало, 4-6 Жовтня, 2013  
 

2013 LUC dues are now payable. Please 
make checks ($7.00) payable to League of 

Ukr. Catholics, Niagara Frontier 
Council.  Dues can be sent to 

Ihor Pereyma, 
38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210 

============================================================ 

Our Church Web-Page Is: 
http://www.stnbuffalo.com 

 

Buffalo Community Web-Page Is: 
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 

 

   
============================================================ 

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to 
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact 
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.  
 

• KITCHEN – is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM. 
Thank you for your patronage. 

 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us! 

 

• We need help in the kitchen. Thank you! 
• Thanks are extended to all our good helpers 

in the Kitchen. Mnohaya Lita to you all!!! 
=================================================================== 

 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church 
by purchasing 
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops 
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or 
gain anything by doing this, but our Church 
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of 
your spending. To take advantage of this 
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810, 
or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 

У нас успішно продаються Карточки з 
крамниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помага-
єте церкві. Для Вас не робить різниці чи 
ви платили грішми чи карточкою, але 
церква дістане від „Топс” 5%. На $1,000 
церква одержить $50. Що б закупити слід 
звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, або до кан-
целярії. Дякуємо!  

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево. 
Інформації подавати до П’ятниці вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@yahoo.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
Хрещення: За домовленням  
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Субота - Saturday 

Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 
 

 

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest 
 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó ë³÷íèö³ 
àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/


У світлий празник Воскресіння нашого 
Господа свята Церква запрошує всіх своїх 
дітей почерпнути живу воду з «джерела 
нетління, яке виточив із гробу Христос». 
Прообразом цього пасхального джерела 
була відома старозавітна подія, коли ізра-
їльський народ, здійснюючи свою Пасху – 
перехід з єгипетської неволі до обіцяної 
землі, посеред безводної пустелі став 
свідком чуда: Мойсей, за наказом Бога, 
вдарив своїм посохом по скелі, що на горі 
Хорив, і з неї потекла вода – на радість і 
спасіння всього люду (пор. Вих. 17, 1−6). 
Нині настав час сповнення обітниці, яку 
заповідало це старозавітне чудо: камінь 
відвалено і з гробу Спасителя потекли 
життєдайні потоки божественної благодаті, 
які наповнюють кожного віруючого життям 
воскреслого Христа, преображають кожну 
людську душу і цілий всесвіт. Ці життєдайні 
потоки – це сила животворної Божої лю-
бові, яка виявилася могутнішою від злоби 
пекла, від гріховності людини та від самої 
смерті. Отримавши звістку про воскресіння, 
Христові учні поспішили до спорожнілого 
гробу Спасителя, а зустріч із живим, 
воскреслим Ісусом назавжди змінила їхнє 
життя: смуток перемінився на радість; 
відчуття безсилля і розпачу – на відчуття 
перемоги над смертю і всім, що тримає 
людину в рабстві гріха; страх і непевність 
перед майбутнім – на непогамовне праг-
нення поєднати всіх людей із цим джере-
лом вічного життя проповіддю, що 
«Христос воскрес»! 

Ми причащаємося з цього вічного дже-
рела спасіння тоді, коли водою і Духом у 
таїнстві Хрещення єднаємося з Христом 
померлим і воскреслим, а відтак – черпаємо 
з нього щоразу, коли з вірою приступаємо 
до престолу благодаті у Святих Таїнствах, 

коли вдостоюємося божественного милосер-
дя в таїнстві Покаяння чи приймаємо самого 
Господа у Пресвятій Євхаристії. Ці життє-
дайні потоки виливаються всюди, де прожи-
вають справжні християни – носії живої віри 
у воскреслого Христа. Вони напоюють нашу 
спраглу землю і преображають її силою 
Божої любові, якою Святий Дух сповнює 
серця віруючих людей (пор. Рим. 5, 5). Отже, 
бути християнами – означає мати цю живу 
віру у воскреслого Спасителя і бути носіями 
Його безмежної, безумовної, безкорисливої 
та вірної любові в нинішньому світі. Тож, 
дорогі у Христі, зростаймо у вірі, яку зберег-
ли і передали нам наші предки, та укріплюй-
мося в євангельській любові до ближнього, 
що є найбільш переконливим доказом прав-
дивості нашої віри, згідно з Господніми сло-
вами: «З того усі пізнають, що ви мої учні, 
коли любов взаємну будете мати» (Ів. 13, 35). 

На фундаменті святої віри та силою 
євангельської любові ми покликані будувати 
наше сьогодення і майбутнє, утверджувати в 
особистому, родинному та суспільному житті 
вічні Божі істини, які здатні принести кожній 
людині і цілим народам справжню свободу й 
тривалий поступ. Воскреслий Христос 
запевняє нас у своїй повсякчасній присут-
ності і своєму благословенні в цьому вели-
кому ділі. А видимим знаком Його присут-
ності між нами є наш Патріарший собор 
Воскресіння Христового, який усією грома-
дою споруджуємо на берегах Дніпра. Цього 
року, під час Всецерковної прощі, яка відбу-
ватиметься 17–18 серпня, Собор буде освя-
чений. На це свято нашої віри і вдячності 
Господеві запрошую всіх вас в Україні і на 
поселенні сущих, щоб на берегах Дніпра 
спільно відновити вірність Богові і Його на-
уці, яка є світлом і надією для всього нашого 
народу…  (Патріарх Святослав) 

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko 

 

May 5, 2013 A.D. 
  

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen! 
Dear ____________________________ , 

 (Your name here, for your very own personal letter)  
 

 Hello, and thanks to Almighty God for 
allowing us yet another letter. Today we use 
only one Christian greeting because for the 
next several days, both old calendar and new 
calendar, are in the Resurrection time before 
the Ascension. So with great joy, let us unite 
with our families, our brothers and sisters in 
the Orthodox churches, and all who are 
celebrating the glorious Resurrection as we 
say, “Chrystos Voskres! Christ is Risen! 
Voistinnu Voskres! He is truly risen!”   
Blessed Pascha, Everyone!                                                                                                                       
 I write to you on Wednesday May 1 and am 
aware that in a week and a half it will be the 
second Sunday of May, Mother’s Day. 
Because of the significance of that very 
special day, already today, we begin the 
celebration of that most beautiful month of 
Mothers. Firstly, that thought should remind 
us to begin right now to renew our devotion to 
our Holy Lady Theotokos. Even if we already 
can say we love her, and pray to her daily, we 
still can always improve and deepen our 
devotion to her.                                     
 Because of this “Hallmark Holiday” known 
as Mother’s Day, in our Catholic churches, 
and even in many Orthodox ones, the entire 
month of May is especially dedicated to Mary, 
the Birth-Giver of our Lord and God Jesus 
Christ. Our parishes throughout the world will 
be offering prayer services, and setting aside 
special times to honor our Blessed Lady. I am 
always blown away when I realize how we are 
all part of the world-wide prayer of the 

Church. I find it incredible and awesome to 
meditate on the fact that the prayers we say 
here in Niagara Falls and Western NY are also 
being said in every country of the globe from 
Afghanistan (yes, for sure, even there) to 
Zimbawe, and everywhere in between.  
Imagine that… “from the rising of the sun to 
the setting of the sun our God is praised” and 
our prayers ‘rise like incense’ up to the 
heavenly Throne. Breathtaking, I would say                                                          
 She is our heavenly Mother, who offers her 
protection, help and love just as our earthly 
mothers do for us. We go to her with our 
needs, hopes, joys, sadness, fears and love just 
as we do to our own mothers. Our Mom never 
failed us (even when we thought she did). 
Mary, the Theotokos, also will never fail us as 
the beautiful prayer, “The Memorare” so 
beautifully says: “Remember, O most 
gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
that anyone who fled to thy protection, 
implored thy help, or sought thy intercession 
was left unaided…”   We do all this in 
response to the words of our Blessed Lord as 
He hung dying on the Cross when He said to 
St. John and to the Blessed Mother: “Woman, 
behold thy son. Son, behold thy mother.” 
 There are many who have dedicated their 
life and work to the protection of the 
Theotokos. Immediately coming to mind I 
think of Blessed John Paul II, of the Servant 
of God Father Baker, and of the new Pope 
Francis. These “priests” are among the 
countless souls who heard that command from 
the Cross, just as did St. John, and lived holy 
and consecrated lives, always under the 
protection of our heavenly Mother. Most 
priests, if not all, have, in a special way, 
dedicated their priesthood to her.                                                               



 The day of my ordination I, too, 
consecrated my priesthood to her guidance 
and protection. I know she was pleased, 
because a few days later I celebrated my 
first Liturgy in St. George’s in Lviv.  I 
didn’t know it at the time, but afterwards, I 
was told that my first Liturgy was at the 
holy table called, “The Altar of the 
Protection of the Mother of God”! What 
an answer to my prayer! Even now, when I 
think that I serve in a church called the 
Protection of the Mother of God, it is, as I 
said above, “BREATHTAKING!” 
 Not only priests, but all of us should 
have this special devotion to the Mother of 
the Church and Queen of Heaven. So I 
hope we will truly celebrate “Mother’s 
Day” on May 12, and all month long, as 
we go to her, pray to her and dedicate our 
lives to her because that dedication and 
prayer is not for priests alone, but for all 
who wish to come to her 
 I know in your last few letters I’ve 
mentioned spring time. Again, in this one I 
can’t resist writing about it. We’re under a 
huge high pressure system which, 
according to one of our forecasters, is 
“going nowhere fast.” It has brought sunny 
skies, dry air and temperatures in the high 
70’s, and is forecast to continue well into 
next week.   I told you it would be nice for 
“old calendar Pascha!!”   ☺ ☺          Sorry 
about the snows out west, but we indeed 
are relishing in “the rebirth of nature!” 
They say there are beautiful flowers in 
Hawaii and the tropics. They don’t have 
anything on springtime in the north east! It 
is so beautiful and uplifting and it really 
makes me sure there will be flowers, and 

flowers and flowers in heaven as part of our 
heavenly delight. If everything is so 
beautiful here, “eyes have not seen,” what 
they will be like in the Kingdom! I pray that 
you can enjoy this beautiful weather!                                       
 It’s also the time of the year when we 
need to remember our college students, 
especially those who are graduating and 
taking their very last finals, writing and 
defending the thesis, doing the clinicals, 
taking comprehensives, taking the boards, 
etc., etc. God bless them, aid them, relieve 
them of all the earthly stress associated with 
this year end stuff. Let’s all say a prayer for 
them whenever we think of it. Hang in 
there, guys! Give it “the final kick!” You 
worked so hard for so long, you can do it!!!!                                              
 I need to leave you for another week, but I 
close with many thoughts of you and 
prayers for you. Our Risen Lord walks with 
us and blesses us even today, as He blessed 
His disciples in that upper room when He 
came among them, “even though the doors 
were closed” and said to them, “Peace be 
unto you!” May you know His presence and 
His peace always! “No Jesus. No Peace. 
Know Jesus. Know Peace!” Amazing and 
deep theology! I saw it on a bumper sticker! 
Till next time, God willing…..                                                                                                                                                 
. 
  In the Love of our Risen Lord, 

     
    Fr. Ray 

 

============================================================ 
 

Remember: 
 

Every time you forgive you give 
someone another chance for salvation. 

 

 (Mychajlo Deputat “Viewpoint”) 

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
When I think about the reference from today’s 

scripture: ‘He was born blind so that the will of God 
could be revealed through him,’ I remember meeting 
a young boy named Gabe.  I was with my son at the 
playground, enjoying some beautiful weather, when 
we first met Gabe.  My son and I were playing catch, 
when the ball rolled behind the slide at the 
playground.  As I went to retrieve it, to my complete 
surprise - out popped a little boy from behind the 
slide with this amazingly wide eyed smile and angelic 
looking face, who took such delight in returning the 
ball to me.  I thought he was about the same age as 
John Paul, since they were of similar height and 
build, but I found out later that Gabe was nearly four 
years older, and that because of his health issues he 
would always be small for his age.  I was rather taken 
with Gabe, and soon learned that Gabe was short for 
Gabriel, named after the angel of the Lord.  We 
included him in our game of catch and both boys 
were having a wonderful time. Gabe wore these thick 
lensed glasses that often came to rest on the middle 
of his nose, so his eyes would peek up at you, over 
the frames.  He was legally blind, so the glasses were 
the only way that he could see anything, so I made 
sure we threw the ball slowly to Gabe so he would 
have a better chance of catching it.  I also noticed 
Gabe was wearing these bright green frog boots, 
even though the weather was quite warm and sunny, 
but I could see how happy and special they made him 
feel. A few moments later I met his mother, Debbie, 
and we started talking about our boys, when she 
mentioned that Gabe suffers from Downs Syndrome.  
From his outward appearance, I had wondered about 
it myself, but it seemed like a relatively mild case, 
until she told me that Gabe had already made it 
through four major surgeries at the renowned 
Pediatric Clinic in Boston, to reconstruct his heart, 
because his congestive heart defect was much more 
serious than what they usually anticipate for children 
with Downs Syndrome. From looking at this precious 
little boy, you would have thought that he did not 
have a care in the world, because he was so happy 

and delightful. There was even a profound peace that 
emanated from his laughter.  I found out that Gabe 
was Debbie’s fifth child, and when she was 18 weeks 
pregnant, they discovered the serious heart 
condition and genetic defects that her son would be 
facing. Her doctor at Sister’s Hospital in Buffalo 
actually recommended that Debbie and her husband 
abort the fetus, but they refused to let the doctors do 
anything that would hurt their baby, because they 
believed that God had a reason behind their son, 
Gabe, and they were not about to question God’s 
Wisdom.  After Gabe was born, he was not expected 
to live past his first year.  Born with a two chamber 
heart and serious bone and muscular impairments, 
Gabe could only walk with the assistance of a full 
body brace.  But after many prayers and multiple 
surgeries later, Gabe has made it to where he is today 
– the bright eyed, gentle, and happy boy whose heart 
is filled with so much love, and who runs around the 
playground so joyful and carefree. It made me 
ponder today’s Gospel reading even more, when 
Debbie told me how Gabe brought her own father 
back to God.  She told me that for years, her father lost 
his faith; he stopped believing in God and no longer 
went to Church or even prayed. And this devastated her 
completely, because she has such a strong sense of 
God in her own life. But when her father learned about 
Gabe’s condition, when he learned about the uphill 
battle he would be facing in order to survive, he started 
praying for his grandson, both day and night, he even 
returned to the Church faithfully and became a 
believing Catholic again. One year ago, Debbie’s father 
died unexpectedly, but she told me that she gained 
much solace from the fact that her father died believing 
in God again, because she knows he has found his 
place in heaven.  Debbie firmly believes that all of this 
was made possible because of her son, Gabe, and how 
the will of God was so beautifully revealed through him.  
I, too, believe that Gabe is a beacon of God’s mercy and 
love, a way for God’s work to be made manifest in a 
world that desperately needs it the most - because 
Gabe’s rare innocence can truly open one’s eyes to 
Christ – much like the man born blind revealed the 
mercy of Christ in today’s Gospel reading. 



  Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Sunday, May 12, 2013 

 

 
 

The religious education students 
and their catechists would like to 
invite all parishioners and their 
families to attend the Mother’s 
Day breakfast following Sunday 
liturgies. Eggs, pancakes, sausage, 
hash browns, fruit, desserts, and 
beverages will be served for a mi-
nimal suggested donation of $5.00 
per person. Proceeds will benefit 
St. Nicholas Parish and its reli-
gious education program.   

We hope to see you there! 

Сніданок з нагоди Дня Матері 
Неділя, 12 травня, 2013 Р. Б. 

 

Діти з релігійного гуртка разом зі 
своїми катехитками запрошують 
усіх парохіян зі своїми родинами 
прийти на сніданок з нагоди Дня 
Матері по обидвох Св. Літургіях. 
Яєчниця, млинці, кобаски, бара-
боляні пляцки,  фрукти, солодке і 
напитки. Датки $5.00 дол. Оче-
видно пожертви радо приймаємо.  

Просимо взяти участь! 
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