
Щоб стати членами СУК  „Провидіння”, 
Просимо звертатися до пані Гаврилюк. 
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Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com 

Our Church Web-Page Is: 
http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
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Buffalo Community Web-Page Is: 
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
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Thanks are extended to all Sponsors 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

May 6: S of Sam. W. – Н. Самарянки  
11:00 АM SOLEMN HOLY COMMUNION 

Ґратулюємо – Congratulations! 
 

Mon., May 7 – Пон., 7 Травня 
9:30 АM +Helene Mysliwiec & Anna Jusela, 

John & Florence (Jim)  
 

Tue., May 8 – Вівторок, 8 Травня 
No Liturgy – Нема Відправи 

 

Wed., May 9 – Середа, 9 Травня 
8:15 АM В нам. Орисі Перейма (родина) 
 

Thu., May 10 – Четвер, 10 Травня 
9:15 АM За зд. Анни Заньків (СУА #49)  
 

Fri., May 11 – П’ятниця, 11 Травня 
9:15 АM +Michael Wayda & panachyda 

(Michalow Family)  
12:00 PM Moleben - Молебень 

 

Sat., May 12 – Субота, 12 Травня 
8:15 АM +Др. Іван і Зеновія Мосійчук 

(Аскольд) 
4:30 PM +Irene Kordrupel (Dorothy, Ann) 
 

May 13: S of Man b. blind. – Н. Сліпор.  
12:00 PM For all mothers (living and dec.) 

================================================================ 

Mothers Day Brunch 
The religion students and their catechists 

would like to invite all parishioners and their 
families to attend the Mother’s Day breakfast 
being held on Sunday, May 13th immediately 
following both liturgies. Eggs, pancakes, sau-
sages, hash browns, fruit, and beverages will 
be served for a minimal suggested donation 
of $5/ person. Proceeds will benefit St. Nicho-
las Parish and its religious education pro-
gram. We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

6 Травня: Н. Розслабленого 
11:00 р. Торжественне Св. Причастя 
 

13 Травня: Н. Самарянки 
10:00 р. За наших мамів (живих і пом.) 
============================================================= 

 

Eternal Light burns for Catechists, 
2012 Communion Class and Parents 

 

Вічне Світло в честь ПДМ горить 
за катехиток, причасників і батьків 

 

ЗАПРОШЕННЯ 
 

Хор ОЖ-ОЧСУ «МРІЯ» і 
Булава 9-ого Відділу Ю-СУМ 

ім. Батурин в Боффало  
Мають шану запросити Вас на 

 

СВЯТОЧНУ ПРОГРАМУ 
 

ДЕНЬ ГЕРОЇНІ --- 
--- ДЕНЬ МАТЕРІ 

 

яка відбудеться в суботу, 
12-го травня 2012р. 

о год. 5:30 веч. 
 в Українському Домі Дніпро  

при 562 Дженесі вул., Боффало 
 

Виступають: Хор ОЖ-ОЧСУ «Мрія» 
і члени СУМ. 

Перекуска для присутних. 
============================================================= 

У неділю 13 Травня по Св. Літургіях буде 
сніданок з нагоди Дня Матері зорганізова-
ний учнями релігійної програми і їхніми 
катехитками при церкві Св. Миколая. Ваші 
пожертви в сумі $5 дол. або більші при-
значені для потреб нашої Релігійної Нав-
чальної Програми. Просимо до участи. 

 

DNIPRO   ДНІПРО 
 

U k r a i n i a n  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204  856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
Hall and bar rentals are available. 

See your old friends on Friday night. 
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. 
Please Contribute to the 
$100,000 Building Fund. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

=============================================================== 

 
 

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy 
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza) 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068 
Tel. 716-630-0131  Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495 

 

=============================================================== 

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

85 George Urban Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225 

5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 
-------------------------------- 

(716) 894-1772 
=============================================================== 

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y. 
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik 

3003 South Park Avenue 
Lackawanna, New York 14218 

(716) 824-3007 

 
 

 
  

  
  
  
  

““ССВВІІЙЙ  ДДОО  CCВВООГГОО  ППОО  CCВВООЄЄ””  
 

SPECIAL RATE 
2.00% APY 2.01% 

FOR  
Traditional and Roth IRA accounts & 

Youth account “Little Nest” 
 

 

Join now and become a member of our  
Ukrainian Credit Union Family! 

 

Free checking! 
Competitive rates on Loans, 

Mortgages, & Visa Credit cards 
CD’s and savings account 

ATM Visa Debit cards 
Direct Deposit and Online Banking 

Domestic & International Wires 
Translations, Notary Public 

 

UHD Federal Credit Union 
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204 

(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988 
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com 

 

Hours of operations: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10:00am-5:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm; 
Fri. 10:00-7:00pm Sat. 10:00am-1:00pm 

=============================================================== 

St. Joseph School For Boys Bookstore 
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com


UPCOMING 
CHURCH 
EVENTS 

 

Просимо звернути 
увагу на дати: 

 

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like 
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact 
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.  
 

• KITCHEN – is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM. 
Thank you for your help and patronage. 

 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us! 

 

Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 

=============================================================== 
 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church 
by purchasing 
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in 
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose 
or gain anything by doing this, but our 
Church will benefit greatly. We receive 
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar 
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank 
you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 

У нас успішно продаються Карточки з 
крамниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помага-
єте церкві. Для Вас не робить різниці чи 
ви платили грішми чи карточкою, але 
церква дістане від „Топс” 5%. На $1,000 
церква одержить $50. Що б закупити 
слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, або 
до канцелярії. Дякуємо! Також можна 
цією карточкою купувати бензину. 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊ. Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево 
Інформації подавати до четверга вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@yahoo.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
Хрещення: За домовленням  
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday 11:45 AM – Субота 11:45 р. 

 

Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 
 
 

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest 
 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó 
ë³÷íèö³ àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
 

 
 

 

Solemn Holy Communion 
The children of the 2012 Communion Class 

 

   
 

 Julian I. Iskalo Sophia M. Nazarevych    

   
 Adriana M. Stoyanovich Alexa K. Witt 
  

 
Sophia, Julian, Alexa & Adriana joined by Marko 
Kasiyan (doing Solemn Communion in OLPH) 
with fr. Ray Palko (at right), with whom children 
baked prosphora and catechist Elaine Nowadly, 
who prepared them. Thank you! Дякуємо! 

Сьогоді у нашій 
церкві Торжествене 

Святе Причастя. 
Ґратулюємо усім 

Першопричасникам 
і їхнім батькам. 

Сердечна подяка 
Елейн Новадли à  

за підготовку. 

На Многая і Благая Літа! 
 

Congratulations to all 
Solemn Holy Communion 

recipiens: 
 

Julian Ivan Iskalo 
Sophia Maria Nazarevych 

Adriana Melanie Stoyanovich 
Alexa Katherine Witt 

 

Congratulations also 
to their parents! 

 

Thanks are extended to  
Elaine Paula Nowadly, their catechist. 

 

Thanks to all other catechists: 
 

Mary Bodnar 
Ann Marie Serediuk 

Susan А. Szczublewski 
 

The children of the 2012 Communion 
Class would like to thank V. Rev. Marijan 
Procyk and Rev. Raymond Palko for their 

help in making this a very special day. 
 

A special thanks to the Liturgical Choir of 
the Buffalo Deanery, under the direction 
of Leo Orynawka, for providing the re-

sponses for this morning’s Liturgy. 

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

Sacraments of Confirmation,  
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist 

 

Was bestowed Saturday, 
April 28, 2012, upon: 

 

Bogdan Peter Nazaruk  
 

   Son of Igor and Lyubomyra Kiyashchuk.  
May our good & loving Lord grant His 
blessings of peace, health, and happiness 
upon Bogdan Peter! 

 

Congratulations! Mnohaya Lita! 
* * *  

Богдан Петро Назарук 
Син Ігора і Любомири Кіящук прийняв 
тайни хрещення, миропомазання і Пре-
святої Євxаристії. Хай Господь благосло-
вить щастям і здоров'ям! 

Ґратулюємо батькам! 
 

На Многая і Благая Літа! 

Rome & Kyiv – Historic event 

 
 

The Stamford Eparchy invites 
to 

Rome and Kyiv, 
October 10-19 2012 

With Msgr. John Trelecky 
 
 

The Rededication 
of St. Sophia Sobor in Rome 
in Honor of the 120th Birth-

day of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj 
 

$3,550.00 per person 
based on twin share. 

For More Information, 
Contact  

Dunwoodie Travel Bureau 
(914) 969-4200 

dunwoodie@vacation.com 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Проща до Риму з нагоди 
посвячення відновленої Св. 

Софії буде у жовтні. 
Iнформації по англійськи. 

Заохочуємо до участи!!! 

The League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara 
Frontier Council is pleased to announce that 
our council will award two (2) $500.00 Schol-
arships to deserving students of the Buffalo 
Deanery. The qualifications are listed below. 

 

 Qualifications 
 for the Msgr. Paul 
 lwachiw Scholarship 

 

1. The applicant must be A CURRENT, AC-
TIVE  parishioner of one of the parishes in the 
Buffalo Deanery  
(Buffalo, Lackawanna, Kenmore, 
Lancaster or Niagara Falls) 
 

2. The applicant must be: 
 

A. Any student, who is presently or will be at-
tending a public, private or junior college in 
the 2012-2013  School Year (indicating choice 
of college or prospective colleges) 
 

B. Any student who is presently or will be at-
tending a Catholic High School in the 2012-
2013 School Year. 
 

3. The following criteria must be met: 
A. Pastor's recommendation 
B. Recommendation of a Teacher or Advisor 
C. Academic Transcript (s) 
D. Complete Essay: What have you gained from 
being a member of your Parish, which has di-
rected you to further your goals in life, and how 
you expect your education to help you attain the-
se goals? 
 

If you are interested and have met the qualifi-
cations, please see Father Marijan for an Ap-
plication. 
 
The DEADLINE FOR FILING IS JUNE 1, 2012 

mailto:dunwoodie@vacation.com


From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
 

When we allow Jesus where he belongs our 
whole life will come together. As we come closer 
and closer to the time of Pentecost, our Church 
continues to remind us of the ways in which we 
can all grow closer to Christ.  Jesus is the 
“something more to life” that we are looking for.  
And in today’s Gospel reading, this is precisely 
what happened to the Samaritan woman who 
met Jesus at the well. The conversation began 
with Jesus asking her for a drink of water (John 
4:7). This thirst of Jesus is symbolic; it was for 
her faith that Jesus thirsted. So during the 
conversation Jesus gradually helped the gift of 
faith to grow in her heart. We see the woman’s 
faith growing by the way she addresses Jesus; 
the titles she gives to Jesus show more and more 
respect and faith as their conversation 
progresses.  Firstly she says, “You are a Jew” 
(John 4:9). Then she calls Jesus, “Sir” (John 
4:11, 15).  As Jesus delves deeper into conver-
sation with the Samaritan woman, she calls Jesus 
a ‘prophet’ (John 4:19).  Finally, she refers to 
Jesus as the Christ, the ‘Messiah’ (John 4:29). 
Jesus awoke faith in her heart. The preface for 
today’s Gospel could read: When he asked the 
woman of Samaria for water to drink, Christ 
had already prepared for her the gift of faith.  In 
his thirst to receive her faith, He awakened in 
her heart the fire of God’s love.  Jesus thirsted 
for the woman’s faith and awoke the love of our 
Heavenly Father in her heart. Jesus thirsts for 
our faith too, and He wants to awaken the love of 
the Father ever more in our heart.  

Stories can help us make sense out of our 
lives. When I was young my parents took my 
sister and me to see a production of Mary 
Poppins. Later, we even read the book together.  
I did not know it then, but the themes in this 
story of being valued and honored for who we 
are, yet loved enough to be given direction and 
discipline, helped to shape and form me.  
Another type of story that shapes and forms us is 
the story of our own lives, meaning our lifetime 
experiences and relationships.  Christ promises 
love, glory, honor, and forgiveness to those He 

died for - you and me. Throughout life we may 
endure abuse, betrayal, loss, and the conse-
quences of our own sin. But we will also expe-
rience times, even if it is only moments, of resto-
rative joy and wholeness. We have a choice as to 
which stories we will allow to have the greater 
pull on our hearts. We also have a choice to 
allow Christ to redeem our pain and re-author 
our lives. Back in college, I volunteered at a 
hospital.  I once worked with a sixty-year old 
man in group therapy. His childhood included 
poverty, multiple foster home placements, abuse, 
and the deaths of siblings. Due to the effects of 
alcoholism, he had only three months to live. 
When asked the question, "What memory, even 
though very small and perhaps very long ago, 
may help you to hope again?" he responded with 
the following: "I remember in first grade I had a 
very nice Catholic nun for a teacher. I remember 
her handing me back a worksheet and telling me 
that I did an outstanding job on it."  I then asked 
him, "What might your teacher have seen in you 
that was hard to see in yourself back then?" He 
responded with, "That I can still be somebody."  
In the final months of his life, this man chose to 
believe that the memory of his first grade teacher 
took on more importance than his other lifetime 
stories of abuse and neglect, and he lived those 
last few months with peace in his heart.  Just re-
cently, I lost a colleague to pancreatic cancer.  
He had taught for 39 years, when he and his wife 
were both diagnosed.  They had lost daughter 
only 9 years ago in an automobile accident.  
Jim’s life story was full of many hardships, but 
in his last few days he made it clear to all of his 
friends and family that he was at peace.  When 
asked why, he said: “I am at peace with God 
because I know I have nothing to fear in the 
end.”  A year after his daughter died, a tree was 
planted in the garden at our school, just outside 
Jim’s classroom. On the day Jim died, just two 
weeks ago, I noticed that his daughter’s tree had 
fully blossomed over that weekend.  It reminded 
me that we are so much more than our life 
stories, because we can find peace with God, and 
rejoice that there is something more to life.   

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko 

 

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen! 
 

May 6, 2012 A.D. 
 

Dear ____________________________ , 
 

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter) 
 

 Hello! And, as that famous and very nervous 
seminarian once said to His Holiness John Paul II, 
who a few hours later would be the guy’s ordain-
ing bishop, “How ya doin’?”  BTW, the shocked 
Pontiff is said to have nodded and smiled. ☺ ☺ 
 Greetings on this Thursday evening, May 3, as I 
begin your letter for Sunday and next week. This 
is a significant day on the Church calendar, as it 
is the second day of the “Feast of Mid-Pentecost,” 
which, as the name implies, is the half-way point 
between Pascha and Pentecost Sunday. It’s a 
beautiful and meaningful, but sad to say, a very 
forgotten or unknown feast day. It is forgotten or 
unknown because seven days of the eight-day 
feast occur on weekdays. Sad to say, hardly any-
body attends weekday Liturgy, so the gift of this 
blessed time of Life and Everlasting Water is 
largely lost. Anyway, Pentecost in a few weeks! 
We are still standing during Liturgy, right? Kneel-
ing begins again at Vespers on Pentecost even-
ing. 
 The month of May evokes a lot of very special 
and personal memories for me. It was May 1, 1982 
when I was ordained to the order of Sub-deacon 
on a beautiful Saturday morning at St. Nicholas 
Church in Toronto. A week and a day later, on 
Sunday May 9, I would be ordained to the diaco-
nate at the church of St. Michael the Archangel in 
Welland, Ontario. Both of those ordinations were 
by His Grace +Isidore  (Borecky), of blessed and 
special memory. I spent eight wonderful years as 
deacon in Welland, Niagara Falls, and often visit-
ed and served at most of the other parishes on 
the Niagara Peninsula all the way up to, and in-
cluding Toronto. As a family we also, often “went 
on retreat” to St. Nicholas Parish in Little Falls, 
NY. The Ontario parishes were “old calendar” and 

Little Falls was “new,” so we could go and be with 
Fr. Stephen for many of the special holy days. 
Pascha and Pentecost down there were especially 
glorious and memorable feast days. We can still 
hear the congregation, of one accord, going 
“Ahhh,” as “little Chrystyna” came in, dressed in 
her Easter finery, and began passing out jelly 
beans from her basket to everyone on both sides 
of the aisle. She certainly lit up that church. ☺ ☺ 
 Spring continues to beautifully unfold in these 
parts as still more flowers and blooming trees are 
opening up with another spurt of warm weather 
over us today. One of my favorite May flowers, the 
lilac, will be blooming any day now. That is a 
memory of “being home.” Beside each of our 
beds during the month of May we had the special 
“May altar” set up with the icon of the Mother of 
God surrounded by several bouquets of the May 
flowers, collected from the yard or up “the bush.” 
The lovely lilacs and wild dogwoods always had a 
special place. Does anyone not like the smell of li-
lac? I even got “White Lilac” incense as Christ-
mas present from one of my girls last year. Boy 
you should smell the church when that ‘holy 
smoke’ is being offered!! 
 This month, especially dedicated to our heaven-
ly Mother, is very much also a month of anniver-
saries and special days. It is a month when we 
remember quite a few family members, friends 
and relatives, who have passed away over the 
years. I was reading the Sower just a little bit ago 
and noticed the long list of priests and religious, 
who reposed during May over the years. It is also 
a month for remembering ordinations, birthdays, 
weddings, first communions, and last, but not 
least MOM! So check out your calendar closely. 
I’ll bet you, too, have a lot to remember. It’s just 
that kind of month. 
 This evening I had been over to St. Nicholas 
parish for what has now become a tradition for 
the First Solemn Communion class, the baking of 
their very own prosphora. The special little loaves 
will be used at the Liturgy of their First Solemn 
Eucharist. It is always a great joy for me to be 



there with them. They did a super job, and the 
bread turned out perfectly. You guys are GREAT 
bread bakers!! 

 
 I’m always sorry that I can’t be with the class on 
their special Sunday, but I have to be at my own 
parish and just can’t get there. But I will be pray-
ing for these at St. Nicholas, and for all the kids 
everywhere receiving our Lord for this first, sol-
emn and special time in their lives. As all of us do, 
I know they also, will remember that day for as 
long as they live. May the Lord bless them and 
may they always stay close to Him and grow in 
love for Him all their days. God bless you, and 
Mnohaja Lita, Kids!  
 I was with another bunch of young people and 
their leaders last Saturday. A group of Protestant 
Boy and Girl Scouts were on a “Ten Command-
ment” walk in the area of St. John’s church in 
Kenmore. The purpose was to visit and learn 
about the various churches around them, and al-
so to remember that the Ten Commandments are 
our guide to spiritual happiness. There were 
about 75 in the group, which consisted of boys, 
girls and their leaders. I must say it was a pleas-
ure to speak to such an interested, well-behaved 
group about our Church. There was not one child 
who had to be disciplined in any way by a leader. 
No one even got “the stare” from an elder. So 
there is hope for us yet!! 
 Last Sunday we attended what was surely one 
of the last “Sviachennes” for this year. It was 
great to be with you over at St. John’s as we 

shared the joy of this Paschal season. The LUC 
had their spaghetti dinner, but I just wasn’t able to 
go there too. Haven’t yet figured out how to do 
that thing of two places at one time. L I made my 
decision as to which one I could go to this way: I 
said to myself: “Self, you can get spaghetti any 
time, but this is the last time for this year you can 
taste those wonderful, special and blessed foods 
from our baskets of Pascha morn.” So I went to 
St. John’s. 
 Tuesday saw us traveling to Rochester for a Fi-
nancial Workshop hosted by St. Josaphat’s. Bishop 
Paul was there along with other chancery officials. 
Following the meeting, which was attended by cler-
gy and laity of the Buffalo and Syracuse deaneries, 
we had, as expected a marvelous roast beef dinner. 
And the “Berries Romanoff” for dessert was abso-
lutely wonderful! Never had a bad meal from that 
church kitchen!! Since we are so spread out as an 
eparchy it is always very good to see each other like 
this from time to time and renew our friendships. 
Next get-together for priests will be clergy days 
sometime in June. 
 The battles for our freedom still are being waged. 
The US Congress of Catholic Bishops still continues 
to work in the courts and other areas to have the 
HHS Mandate overturned. Other Catholic organiza-
tions have also filed suits to stop it. This coming 
Wednesday, May 9, there will be a continuation of 
our local protest began last month. All women are 
called to attend a meeting entitled: “Pro Woman/Pro 
Freedom.” Next month there will be another big rally 
downtown, again to continue the protest, especially 
against the HHS Mandate, but also to protest the 
continuing loss of our freedoms. I hope you are join-
ing in however, and whenever you can in your part 
of the world. 
 And wherever you are as you read this I pray 
God’s blessing upon you and yours! May our holy 
Lady protect you beneath her heavenly veil. Keep 
up the good work and know always that God 
Loves You!                               

 In the love of our Risen Lord, 
 

Fr. Ray 

Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
Через хворобу ми з Христом співстраж-

даєм, ми покутуємо разом з Ним за гріхи 
світу. Тому для праведників хвороба не 
покарання, а нагорода, бо це значить, що 
Христос визнає їх достойними співстраж-
дати разом із Ним. 

У Києво-Печерському Патерику описане 
життя Пімена многохворобливого. Він був 
хворий від дитинства, паралізований. З ці-
єю хворобою прожив двадцять років. Але 
завжди бажав стати монахом Києво-Печер-
ської Лаври, та батьки весь час заперечу-
вали. Коли йому стало дуже погано, вони 
занесли його до монастиря, щоб монахи 
помолилися над ним. Їх молитви йому не 
допомогли, з простої причини, бо молитви 
Пімена були сильніші. Він у них не просив 
оздоровлення, а навпаки просив, щоб не-
дуга не проходила, бо вважав, що він через 
хворобу співстраждає з Христом. Батьки 
чекали оздоровлення, бо не хотіли його 
залишати у монастирі, але так і не дочека-
лися. Та й ігумен з братією не дуже хотіли 
приймати хворого до монастиря. Але одні-
єї ночі стався дивний випадок. До нього 
прийшли Ангели і здійснили обряд постри-
гу, згідно монаших правил. Залишили свіч-
ку і сказали, що вона буде горіти сорок 
днів, а потім понесли пострижене волосся 
у гріб святого Теодосія, ігумена Печерсько-
го. Братія чула шум і коли прийшла до ньо-
го, то побачила, що він пострижений. Пімен 
розповів все, що з ним було. Відкрили гріб 
святого Теодосія і побачили там постриже-
не волосся Пімена. І свічка горіла рівно со-
рок днів. Довго думали ігумен і братія, але 
підтвердження чуда їх переконало. Пімен 
почав жити у монастирі хворобою спів-
страждаючи з Христом. 

Розповідає о. Ґірзон, що раз відвідав од-
ну старшу жінку, приятильку його мами, 
яка довгі роки була зпараліжована і тяжко 
терпіла. Йому заблистіли сльози в очах а 
хвора це побачила та сказала: «Маю надію, 
що ці сльози неє через мою недугу, бо я 
радію, що Господь удостоїв мене части-
ною своїх терпінь, уподібнив мене троха 
до свого стану розп’яття.» 

Усі терплять, але одні різняться від дру-
гих у настанові до терпінь. Хтось терпеть і 
наріякає на людий і на Бога. Інші терплять і 
цього ніхто не бачить. Одні нарікають,  
другі попадають у розпуку, треті постійно 
шукають за лікарями і найновішими лікар-
ствами, а четверті вдаються до небесного 
лікаря. Очевидно, лікарі потрібні. Господь 
дав здібність і можливість використаті ці 
здібності, і ми повинні користати зі знання 
інших, але не слід забувати також користа-
ти зі всього того, що ми від Господа одер-
жали, чи нам це подобалобся чи ні, чи ро-
зуміємо, чи ні. Яке, отже, наше наставлення 
до терпіння? 

Звернім увагу що ми усі покликані бути 
лікарями. Допомогти іншим нести їхні хрес-
ти, щоб в нашій присутності ніхто не міг 
повторити з розлабленим  «чоловіка не 
маю». Не маю людини, яка прийшла б мені 
на допомогу. Немаю друга, приятиля, ніхто 
мною не цікавиться. Я самітний чи самітна.  

Пам’ятаймо, що Господь якраз нас поси-
лає, щоб принести потіху, привернути спо-
кій, влити іншим до їхніх серець надію на 
Боже милосердя. 

Він кладе на нашу дорогу бездомного,  
розслабленого,  безпорадного... 

Слід подумати, що ми можемо зробити, 
щоб змінити їхню ситуацію, і їхнє настав-
лення до Бога і до ближніх? 


