Visiting K. Echkhart in Berwick,
PA & Panachyda for deceassed
members of K. Echkhart Family

KPATHGEKA KATOAHIILK
PKB BATOT HK b |

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURG

From the Religion classes
+Dmytro Pitolaj with the Family
Visiting with Dora Horbachevska
L.U.C. National Board Meeting

Bl i | ITIA, OIIKOK
St . = | IIPEUHGTOI AIRH
MAPII OAITTTPI

UNDER THE
PROTEGGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

May 21 S. Man b. Blind. — H. Caninopopx.

10:00 AM +[lrogmuna (bpatoBa)
Topxecr. C.. Mpuyacts — Solem Holy Comm.
Monday, May 22 TpasHs, loHeginok
8:00 AM +lOpko TomaweBCbKuiA
(AHHa Marywecki)
Tuesday, May 23 TpasHs, BisTopok
10:00 AM +Batbku: CodpoH i €BreHis, 6par
lOpin ®epenuesuy (Ons Ymona)
Wednesday, May 24 TpasHs, Cepeaa
10:00 AM +Mupocnag pewmwwuH (OpyxuHa MNipis)
5:00 PM Mone6eHb go Mpeuncroi flisu Mapii
Moleben to B.V.M.

Biune CgitTno B yects 1. [1. M. roputb
3a ycix MNepwonpunyacHukis

Eternal Light burns for all
Solemn Holy Communion Receivers

ASCENSION - BO3HECIHHA
Thursday, May 25 TpaBHs, YeTBep

10:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH
5:15PM Health of Cecelia Rusin (Family)
Friday, May 26 TpaBHs, ['aTH1uA

11:15 AM +Muxanno benbmera

(NMecsk, Pabapcbka)
12:00 PM Mone6eHb go Mpeuncroi flisu Mapii
Moleben to B.V.M.

Saturday, May 27 TpaBHs, Cy6oTa

8:00 AM B HamipeHHi MapTuHa CaBka
(CredpaHis NlemewiBcbKa)

4:30 PM Gr. Parents: +Semen & Mychaijlyna;
Parents: Lev & Olha; Brothers: Jurij &
Andrij (Roman Voychak)

CborogHi, 21 TpaBHs, TopxecTBeHHe CBAATe
MpuyacTa. CepaeyHo askyemo Enenn
HoBapanewu, LWo KOXHOro POKy NPUroToBNsE
aiTn o Top»(ecTBeHHoro CB npmqacm

Today is Solemn Holy Communion! Thank you,

Elaine, for preparing our children to receive
Christ into their hearts!

May 28 S. of Holy Fathers. - H. CB. OtuiB

10:00 AM +Cranicnas Bawak (PoguHa)
12:00 PM For all Deceassed Parishioners

Mpocumo B3aTM y4yacTb Y mone6Hi y Cepeay

o5roa.i M'arHuuyto o 12 rop.

Moleben to BVM is this Wednesday at 5 PM

and Friday at noon. Please take part.

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, f}zwefry & Em ﬁroid'e%

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

QWNILE
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian|
MANACGLR

112 DELAWARE
TONAWANDA,
FAX: [(

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

&3
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT Y
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

WWW.euro! Ilsausage com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, J
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look

Many Varieties of:

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ Eumpean Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., ey £t 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in dimport Plaza) - B0 Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 = /6881495

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

In Memoriam! BiyHas MNamM’atb!

YnokoiBcbs B ocnopi C.. Mam
+[mutpo Mitonan
PoauHi cknapgaemo cnisuyTTS,

a nomy xaii byge Biunas Mam’aTb!

Fell asleep in the Lord
+Dmytro Plt0|aj

A
(November 10, 1922 - May 14, 2017)

Beloved husband of Sophia (nee Guntschaar)
Pitolaj; dearest father of Stefan Pitolaj and his wife
Irena (Michalik) of Macedon, NY; beloved grand-
father of Daniel, Julia and Andrew Pitolaj; beloved
uncle to Myron Pitolaj of Poland; son of the late
Stefan and Ewa (nee Kulczycka) Pitolaj; brother of
the late Wasyl, Jurko, Mykola, Juzyk and Maria
(Chrin) Pitolaj; also survived by nieces and nephews
in Ukraine and Poland; godfather of Myroslawa (nee
Szczerba) Bertalan.

Mr. Pitolaj was a member of Ukrainian Home
Dnipro, 0.D.F.F.U. Organization for the Defense Four
Freedoms for Ukraine, Sum-Ukrainian Youth Assn,
Ukrainian National Association, Branch #127
U.C.C.A. - Ukr. Congress Committee of America.

We extend our sympathy to the family and
friends. May he rest with the Lord in Peace!

Eternal Memory! Vichnaya Pamiat’!

Muoras Jlita!
Many Happy Years!

Birthday wishes to the following,
who celebrate a birthday in May,
correction on the date, Sorry!

Adrianna Scheidle 22

If we have forgotten your name and birthday,
please fill in your name and birthday on the
birthday list at the back of the church. This

birthday list is still a work in progress.

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Thanks are extended to all catechists who
organizing Mother’s Day Breakfast last Sunday

* % %

CHigaHok [1ua Matepi
[sKkyemo yciM KaTexuTkam 3a NpuroTy-
BaHHA CHiAaHKy 3 Harogu [1Ha Matepl!

2017 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

Time to start thinking about the 2017 Stamford
Bishop’s Appeal. The 2017 Bishop’s Appeal
Begins May 1st. Letters with donation cards
will be sent out soon. Remember the goal of
our parish, designated by the Stamford
Eparchy, is $7, 500.00. Please be generous with
your donations and help us reach our goal.

CHURCH PICNIC

It is time to start thinking about our Annual
Summer Picnic. Organizational meeting,
Thursday, May 25th 5:00 in the church hall. If
you have any ideas or are willing to help,
please join us for this meeting. All help would
be appreciated.

—> 3acifgaHHsa y cnpasi NiHiky <
YeTBep, 25 TpaBHs o 5 rog.



http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

~~~ No ~ Excuse ~ Sunday ~~~ For Your Information

To make it possible for everyone to attend Our year long 100t Anniversary Celebration

Church “on Sunday, we ar’? going to have a 5, begin on the weekend of October 27, 2019

special “No Excuse Sunday”. - with a Liturgy on Sunday, October 29, 2019, the
Cots will be placgd in the foyer i 100t Anniversary of the laying of the

for those who say, “Sunday &8 cornerstone on October 26, 1919 and end on

IS Ty only day to sleep November 22, 2020 with a Pontifical Liturgy and

in.” We have steel hel- : Banquet commemorating the 100t Anniversary

mets for those who say, of the Dedication of the Church celebrated on

wouldcaveinif g November 25, 1920 We are still looking for

| ever came to Ch"_'mh' people who are interested in helping with this

Blankets will be fL.'m'Sh' celebration. Our next meeting is on Sunday,

ed for those who think June 11t after the 10:00 Liturgy.

the church is too cold, and fans - ) - i
for those who say it is too hot. | 100-nitTa Lepkeu Ce. Mukonas i 125 nitts
2%/ [apoxii wBKUAKo HabnuxaeTbcA. HacTynHe

~ We have hearing aids for those ) ;
 who say, “The preacher speaks 3acigaHHs byae y Heginto, 11 Yepshs.

too softly,” and cotton balls for those
who say, “He preaches too loudly.” d
Score cards will be available for
those who wish to list the,, -
] hypocrites present. .s. 8 .
Some relatives will be in attendance QA ,_' g
for those who like to go visiting on ~ * o
5 2 Sundays. There will be TV dmners
a4 for those who can’t go to church
i %and cook dinner also.
=" One section will be
devoted to trees and grass for e -
those who like to worship God in nature

“The roof

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
3275 ELMWOOD AVE..KENMORE, NY
CoME JOIN US ON FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2017 AT
6:30 PM FOR A SPIRITUAL PRESENTATION ON

BROTHERHOOD AND THE FORMATION OF THE
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES.

B Ukrainian Catholics: Neither Latin nor
W Western but truly CATHOLIC....

Guest Speaker:
. Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak
{ Editor:
~Ukrainian Catholics In
America: A History~
_—
Ordained as Priest-1985
Chaplin-US Air Force
PhD Religious Education

Finally, the Pastor:

Sanctuary will be decorated W|th Christmas Holy Trinity Church
poinsettias and Easter lilies for those, who jun P Procko Kerhonkson, NY
have never seen the church without them. by Bl oo T

yan Kasac

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

So, Dear, There Is No Excuse Sunday!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmadii nogaBatu go M'ATHULI Bevopa.

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen
Xpuctoc Bockpec! BoictuHy Bockpec!

e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you!

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

Parlsh SHETH stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank ! http://www stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

s DTOPS

us raise money

for our Church by

purchasing Top’s never stops

Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

(¥ http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Nlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PenirinHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6orta
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopumMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBALLEHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxOu MOXHa 3aKJIMKaTU

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

In Memoriam of Dmytro Pitolaj

Dmytro passed away peacefully on Sunday evening,
May 14, 2017. He was 94 years old. Dmytro was born on
November, 10, 1922 in the small Polish village of Nowe
Sioto to late Stefan Pitolaj and Ewa Kulczycka. He was a
devoted husband of 64 years to Sofia (Guntschaar)
Pitolaj. He was the beloved father to Stefan -
Pitolaj and his wife Irena and loving
grandfather to Daniel, Julia, and
Andrew, of whom he was especially
proud. His passing has brought
some deep sadness to our hearts.
Some might say that he has lived a
long life or that he is at peace now.
Others will say that he is not
suffering anymore and he is in heaven
with his family and friends in the care of
our Lord. Although it is comforting, it does
not make us miss him any less. We will have to learn to
accept that he is no longer with us. We will cherish the

memories, look through the photos, visit his graveside,

pray for him and keep him
alive in our hearts.

We would like to share a
few things about Dmytro’s
journey that at times was very
difficult. Dmytro once had a
big family. He was one of five
boys and had one sister. His
brothers were (oldest to
youngest) Wasyl, Jurko,
Mykola, and Juzyk. Dmytro

was the second youngest of his brothers. His older S|ster

was Maria. The Pitolaj family was very respectable and
with all Dmytro’s aunts, uncles, and cousins they
occupied a large portion of the village. The family owned
orchards and large lands growing crops and raising dairy
cows. This peaceful life changed with the coming of WWII.
This is when the journey got difficult. The Pitolaj family
was hit hard by both the Nazis and the Communists.
Dmytro’s family was devastated. Yurko and Juzek were
killed right in the village. Wasyl and Maria, and Dmytro’s
mother were resettled to the former USSR. The only
brother who was left in Poland was Mykola, who as a
partisan fought both Nazis and Communists and as a
result, was imprisoned for 10 years in the labour camp of
Jaworzno, Poland. Dmytro was taken by Nazis to
Germany to a forced labour camp.

After the war, Dmytro worked shortly in Belgium in a
coal mine. Then in 1952, he immigrated to America with
his wife Sofia, whom he met in Germany. They settled in
Buffalo, New York and lived there for more than 64 years
until his recent iliness in January. In Buffalo he worked as

a skllled iron worker for Colonial Iron Works. In 1974,

Dmytro visited his brother Mykola in Poland.
There he met Mykola’s son Stefan. In
1976 he sponsored him to America
« - and became his surrogate father. In
\ 1993, Stefan married his wife Irena
who is from Poland. Dmytro was
able to traveled to the wedding in
Poland and he had an opportunity
to visit Nowe Siolo. The remanence
of his house and parts of the family
orchards were still there. He also was
able to meet with his family from Ukraine

who came to the wedding. The year of 1993 was
an emotional and happy time for Dmytro.
Dmytro was very involved in the Ukrainian Community

of Buffalo. He was an active
member of the Ukrainian
Home Dnipro, of which he
was one of its original
founders. He helped to
organize many memorable
Ukrainian events, including
Malankas, concerts, and
meetings with officials from
Ukraine.

Other memberships in-
cluded Orgamzatlon for the Defence of Four Freedoms of
Ukraine, SUM- Ukrainian Youth Association, OSELA
Youth Summer Camp, UCCA- Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, and Ukrainian National
Association, Branch 127. He was very a passionate
follower of Ukrainian politics and celebrated when
Ukraine gained its independence in August 24th, 1991.

We are very blessed to know Dmytro and to have been
part of his life. He taught us a lot about life and the
strength of the human spirit. He proved to us that the
heart may suffer many losses but one can still recover and
go on. He has lost everything and he has built a new life.
He was always ready to help and was generous and
hospitable. We love him very much and we know that his
gentle spirit will always be with us.

Eternal Memory! Vichnaya Pamiat!

PR

W T

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is risen indeed He has risen! The Gospel reading
today tells the story of a blind man healed by Jesus.
People once believed that if someone was handicapped in
any way, it was a result of the punishment they received
for their sins - but Jesus shows us otherwise. After
preaching in the Temple, Jesus was walking with His
disciples and saw a blind man sitting in a corner, begging
those who were passing by for some help. The disciples
ask their Teacher, "Lord, who sinned, he or his parents,
so that this man was born blind"? Christ, who knows the
hearts of men answered with great compassion and
love, "Neither this man sinned, nor his parents. He was
born blind for God's work to be made manifest”. Jesus
then rubbed his spit into the mud and applied it to the
man’s eyes, and immediately after the man washed his
eyes he gained the ability to see. The man went on to tell
his neighbors about his healing and eventually he was
brought before the Pharisees to account for his behavior
on the Sabbath. When the Pharisees asked him how he
regained his sight, “He put mud on my eyes,” the man
replied, “and | washed them, and now | see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a
sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. Still
doubtful, the Pharisees summoned the man’s parents to
confirm his blindness since birth and whether Jesus did
indeed give this man sight.

The Pharisees once again felt threatened by Jesus,
because he could perform healings that they could not.
Instead of rejoicing that people were being healed and
lives were being changed for the better, the Pharisees
decided to show outrage that any type of “work” was
being done on the Sabbath. Because of their blindness,
they did not realize that God never intended the Sabbath
to prevent any act of mercy. Unable to shake the blind
man’s story about his healing, they threw him out of the
temple, and when Jesus heard this and found the man, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” “Who is he,
sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in
him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is
the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, |
believe,” and he worshiped him. This episode illustrates
the words of the Prophet Isaiah: ‘Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened’. Jesus then said, “For judgment |
have come into this world, so that the blind will see and
those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who
were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are

we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would
not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see,
your guilt remains.” In today’s Gospel account Jesus
resolves the physical blindness of the man, but He is also
faced with the spiritual blindness of His Disciples, the
Pharisees, and the Jews.

We all walk with some form of blindness throughout our
lives, we all carry the burden of sin, but from the moment
we were first conceived, Jesus has been welcoming us
into the light of His knowledge and His mercy. Christ
indicates to His disciples that this man was born blind,
not because of sin but so the work of God could be
revealed through him. We can see this in the lives of
many wholesome, yet disadvantaged people. They find
their disadvantage to be a challenge, a challenge that may
bring out the best in them. We can think for example of
certain Downs Syndrome children who are unbelievably
kind and loving, far more so than many who are born with
no such infirmity. We can also think of some blind people
who, having lost one sense, have refined another sense
almost to perfection, and show an understanding of the
inner self that those with sight do not have. We can all
think of examples of incredible courage and love among
disadvantaged people, examples where the love of God is
made manifest through their lives. Even those who were
seriously injured in the bombings that took place during
the Boston Marathon a few years ago have spoken out
about finding courage to move past their life altering
injuries, and thank the Lord for the gift of life beyond their
acquired handicap. In the case of this man born blind,
perhaps all his life had been a preparation for his meeting
with Jesus. Not only was his soul pure enough and
refined, but he also accepted Jesus as the Son of God,
therefore making the work of God manifest in him.

In today’s Gospel reading, we find the physical
blindness of the young man, but also scripture paints a
picture of the spiritual blindness of the Pharisees, and the
Jews, and even our Lord's disciples, who believe that this
man’s infirmity must be a result of sin. But Christ teaches
them to see beyond the disability to what virtue there is in
every human life, regardless of the circumstance. He is
trying to get His disciples to open their eyes of faith and
pierce through their spiritual blindness. The Pharisees
condemned this man born blind, even after he was
healed. They accused him of being sinful at birth, but so
were the Pharisees, and so is each one of us. The
Pharisees, by rejecting Christ, showed how blind they
really were. The man born blind, witnessed to the



Pharisees that, "One thing | know; | was blind, now | see.
If this man Jesus were not of God, he could do
nothing". Then the man confessed that he believed Jesus
to be the Son of God - one of the first in the Gospels to do
s0. Sometimes, we need the faith and perseverance of
others to help us see what truly matters most in life.
There once was a man who loved his two sons very
much. And during the war, they were both drafted into the
army. A few months passed by and the man received a
telegram that both of his sons died honorably in
combat. After the war was over this man neared a
nervous breakdown, having to bury both of his sons. So,
he went to his doctor, who recommended that he have
complete rest and relaxation. Soon the man felt the
overwhelming desire to go to the seashore, where he had
spent time walking along the beach when his sons were
younger. There, he spent his time reading, meditating,
and relaxing. He even made a few new friends, and one
of these became most endearing to him... a small, blind
boy named Timothy. One night this man went with
Timothy, and they walked along the beach, as the sun was
going down along the horizon of the sea. They listened to
the waves, and the man described to Timothy, the great
beauty of the scenery that surrounded them. The little
boy immediately heard a flapping sound across the
breeze, to which he inquired of the man what it could
be. The man then noticed there were little flags with stars
on them, hanging from the porches of some of the houses
along the beach. Once he mentioned this to Timothy, the
little boy asked the man to explain what that meant. So,
the man said, "It means that in every home where there is
aflag, that family sent a son to war. But, some of the stars
are silver and some are gold". "What does that mean?"
Timothy asked. The man looked out along the water and
said, "Where there is a silver star it means that the boy
came home safely, but where there is a gold star it means
that the boy died in combat." The man felt a weight within
his heart, but continued to walk hand in hand with
Timothy. They walked a little further and night came
softly upon them. The boy looked up and tried to imagine
the first evening stars, and he said, "Maybe | can't see
them, but my mother tells me they're always there. She
tells me God paints the Heavens with stars of gold". The
boy turned in the direction of the man and asked, "Are
there stars in God's sky, and are they painted in
gold?" The man smiled and agreed with Timothy. Then
the boy said something to the man that he will surely not
forget, “Do you think it means that God sent his own Son

to war and his son died in combat?" The man just stood
for a moment in silence, never having made that
connection himself, and with a catch in his voice he said,
"Yes, son. It means that God sent His Son into war- a war
that even | had forgotten about until now". There was a
long and tender silence between them, and as the man
turned to Timothy... he realized God had given him sight
again, through the insight of this little, blind boy.

When the blind man's eyes were opened, he could see
the true light in Christ and he "worshiped Him" (John
9:38). The Will of God was made manifest in him, just as
God’s Will continues to manifest itself in all those we meet
that open our eyes daily to the tender mercies of
God. Jesus came so that He may shine light in this dark
world, "As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world" (John 9:5). It has been written, "Clay cannot heal
the blind and yet with the breath of God, it gives sight.
Water cannot heal and yet the water of baptism bears the
Holy Spirit. Bread and wine cannot heal and yet
transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ, it fortifies
our souls.” In this way our bodies, mere flesh, bone and
blood, can become living containers of Christ. Our souls
activated, we can become beacons of the Holy Spirit;
seeing the whole of God's Creation as it really is. We see
that every blade of grass and every hill, every tree and
every ocean, all creatures and all people are miracles of
God's handiwork, signs of His sacramental presence
among us, and we begin to see that we live not in the
ordinary, everyday world, but in potential Paradise; the
world as it really is, as God made it to be, and we clearly
begin to see God the Creator behind all things and in all
people. So, we too, together with the man born blind, can
say: "l was blind, Lord, but now | see".
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