
Щоб стати членами СУК  „Провидіння”, 
Просимо звертатися до пані Гаврилюк. 

 

The Providence Association  
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www.provassn.com 
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Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com 

Our Church Web-Page Is: 
http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
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Buffalo Community Web-Page Is: 
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
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Please Support our Sponsors 
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Підтримаймо наших спонзорів 
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Thanks are extended to all Sponsors 
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Панахиди – Panachyda Services 
+Sunday at 1:45 PM - Неділя 1:45+ 
Святого Матея – Saint Mathew 

Загальна панахида 
(на гробі Братчика Славка – 11 річниця) 

Будемо відправляти панахиди перше у тій 
частині. Після того переходимо до інших 
гробів. Просимо взяти це під увагу, щоб не 
чекати задовго. Раджу принести крісла або 
седіти в авті, якщо я ще далеко від гробів 
Ваших наймиліших. 
+Пон., 30 Травня – Mon., May 30+ 
Кальварія – Mt. Calvary: 9:30 AM 
Св. Хреста - Holy Cross: 12:00 АМ 

Св. Матея – St. Mathew: 2:00 PM  

No 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

May 27: PENTECOST - Зісл. СВ. ДУХА  
12:00 PM +Irene Voychak, Olha & Lev Voy-
chak, Semen & Mychajlyna Voychak, Mykola & 
Maria Bratash, Yurij & Andrew Voychak, Yulia 
& Volodymyr Bilous (Roman Voychak) 

 

M E M O R I A L   D A Y 
Mon., May 28 – Пон., 28 Травня 
8:15 АM За всіх померлих парохіян 
 For all deceased parishioners 
(In the case you cannot come to the ceme-

tery – на випадок, якщо не зможете 
прийти на кладовище.) 

 

Tue., May 29 – Вівторок, 29 Травня 
8:15 АM +Tom (Alexandra Savka ) 
 

Wed., May 30 – Середа, 30 Травня 
11:15 АM +Галина Щерба 

(Д. Д. Бараницький 
12:00 PM Moleben - Молебень 

 

Thu., May 31 – Четвер, 31 Травня 
8:15 АM +Helen Maxim (C. & N. Pasak ) 
 

Fri., June 1 – П’ятниця, 1 Червня 
11:15 АM За всіх хворих і немічних 

For all sick and suffering  
12:00 PM Moleben - Молебень 

 

Sat., June 2 – Субота, 2 Червня 
9:15 АM +Дмитро Ільківський 

(Михайло Ліскевич) 
4:30 PM +Michel & Julia Michalow 

(Michelle & Michael) 
 

June 3: All Saints - Всіх Святих  
12:00 PM For Parishioners – За Парохіян 

 

Вічне Світло в честь ПДМ горить за 
+Володимиру Ґіль 
Пожертва: Ігор Ґіль 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

27 Травня: Неділя Святих Отців 
10:00 р. +Станіслав Ващак (родина) 
 

3 Червня: ЗІСЛАННЯ СВ. ДУХА 
10:00 р. + + +   За Поляглих Воїнів 

За Волю України і Америки 
 

 
 

Sunday, August 5, 2012 
Annual Parish Picnic 

Church Grounds 
Kitchen, Bar, Theme Baskets 

50-50 tickets, Kitchen Jar Game 
GAMES FOR CHILDREN (under the 
Sponsorship of St. Nicholas Reli-

gious Education Students) 
* * * 

Просимо зазначити дату 
Нашого Церковного Пікніку 

 

  --- 5 Серпня, 2012 --- 
 

Вічне Світло горить за 
+Зеновія Ґіль 

Пожертва: Ігор Ґіль 

 

 
 

DNIPRO   ДНІПРО 
 

U k r a i n i a n  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204  856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
Hall and bar rentals are available. 

See your old friends on Friday night. 
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home. 
Please Contribute to the 
$100,000 Building Fund. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

=============================================================== 

 
 

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy 
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza) 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068 
Tel. 716-630-0131  Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495 

 

=============================================================== 

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

85 George Urban Boulevard 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225 

5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 
-------------------------------- 

(716) 894-1772 
=============================================================== 

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y. 
Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik 

3003 South Park Avenue 
Lackawanna, New York 14218 

(716) 824-3007 

 
 

 
  

  
  
  
  

““ССВВІІЙЙ  ДДОО  CCВВООГГОО  ППОО  CCВВООЄЄ””  
 

SPECIAL RATE 
2.00% APY 2.01% 

FOR  
Traditional and Roth IRA accounts & 

Youth account “Little Nest” 
 

 

Join now and become a member of our  
Ukrainian Credit Union Family! 

 

Free checking! 
Competitive rates on Loans, 

Mortgages, & Visa Credit cards 
CD’s and savings account 

ATM Visa Debit cards 
Direct Deposit and Online Banking 

Domestic & International Wires 
Translations, Notary Public 

 

UHD Federal Credit Union 
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204 

(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988 
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com 

 

Hours of operations: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10:00am-5:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm; 
Fri. 10:00-7:00pm Sat. 10:00am-1:00pm 

=============================================================== 

St. Joseph School For Boys Bookstore 
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com


UPCOMING 
CHURCH 
EVENTS 

 

Просимо звернути 
увагу на дати: 

 

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like 
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact 
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.  
 

• KITCHEN – is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM. 
Thank you for your help and patronage. 

 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us! 

 

• August 5 – Annual Parish Picnic 
=============================================================== 

 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church 
by purchasing 
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in 
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose 
or gain anything by doing this, but our 
Church will benefit greatly. We receive 
back 5% of your spending. To take ad-
vantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar 
or call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank 
you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 

У нас успішно продаються Карточки з 
крамниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помага-
єте церкві. Для Вас не робить різниці чи 
ви платили грішми чи карточкою, але 
церква дістане від „Топс” 5%. На $1,000 
церква одержить $50. Що б закупити 
слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, або 
до канцелярії. Дякуємо! Також можна 
цією карточкою купувати бензину. 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊ. Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево 
Інформації подавати до четверга вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@yahoo.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
Хрещення: За домовленням  
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday 11:45 AM – Субота 11:45 р. 

 

Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 
 
 

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest 
 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó 
ë³÷íèö³ àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
 

 
 

 

DONATIONS TO 
 

2012 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal 
 

 Emilia Swiatkiwsky -  $200.00 
 D. & D. Baranyckyj - $100.00 
 Chrystyna Brown - $100.00 
              Catherine Eckhart -    $100.00 
 Osyp & Judie Hawryluk - $100.00 
        IMO A&M Hanitzky  - $100.00 
 Dora Horbachevsky- $100.00 
 Ellen Papisz - $100.00 
 Anna Poliszuk - $100.00 
 S&G Switkiwsky - $100.00 
 Olha Czmola - $50.00 
 B & S Dusanivsky - $50.00 
 Luba Ciolko - $25.00 
 Anna Hanicki - $25.00 
 Anna Zankiw - $25.00 
 Irene Tschip - $25.00 
  

Total collected 
as of May 24, 2012 - $2870.00 

 

2012 Goal 
for St. Nicholas Parish -$7,500.00 
Amount needed to reach our Goal 

$4630.00 
 

“Special Appeal” 
 

IMO Olga Belmega 
 

 Ulana Loza- $50.00 
 Ihor Gill - $25.00 
 Gloria Grega Long - $15.00 
 J. & H. Zimmerman -  $20.00 
 J & L Kowal - $10.00 
 Walter Teluk - $15.00 

 
Thank You! Дякуємо!! 

Rome & Kyiv – Historic event 

 
 

The Stamford Eparchy invites 
to 

Rome and Kyiv, 
October 10-19 2012 

With Msgr. John Trelecky 
 
 

The Rededication 
of St. Sophia Sobor in Rome 
in Honor of the 120th Birth-

day of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj 
 

$3,550.00 per person 
based on twin share. 

For More Information, 
Contact  

Dunwoodie Travel Bureau 
(914) 969-4200 

dunwoodie@vacation.com 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Проща до Риму з нагоди 
посвячення відновленої 
Св. Софії буде у жовтні. 

Iнформації по англійськи. 
Заохочуємо до участи!!! 

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
mailto:dunwoodie@vacation.com


КУБОК ВЕЛИКИХ ОЗЕР – 2012 
2012 – GREAT LAKES CUP 

 

26 і 27 травня у нашому славетному 
місті Баффало буде проходити турнір 
дружин копаного м’яча за Кубок Великих 
Озер. В змаганнях приймуть участь 
команди з Чікаго, Детройту, Клівлянду, 
Торонто, Рочестер і звичайно Баффало. 
17 українських дружин в суботу 26 
травня о 10 год ранку зійдуться на полях 
Sahlen’s Sport Park at 7070 Seneca St. 
Elma, NY 14059, щоб розіграти право 
виступити у півфіналах і фіналі у неділю 
27 травня.  В суботу 26 травня в 
Українському Культурному Центрі 
«Дніпро» відбудеться зустріч з 
спортовцями і забава під звуки оркестри 
«Карпати» з канадського Ніагара Фалс. 
       Турнір проходить під гаслом «На 
Бога надія, а лицарство наше»   
Це девіз Українського Вільного Козацтва, 
котре спонсорує ці змагання. Серед го-
ловних спонсорів: Українська Кредитова 
Спілка і Український Культурний Центр 
«Дніпро», Українська Кредитова Спілка 
м. Рочестер, Twin Village Recycling, Укра-
їнсько-Американський Спортовий Клюб, 
Крамниця Європейських Делікатесів, Yuri 
International, Борис і Корнелія Гладкі.  

Щиро дякуємо cпонсорам і запрошу-
ємо шанувальників гри копаного м’яча 
відвідати матчі за Кубок Великих Озер.   
Інформації: 716-630-0131, 716-830-4567 
 

Юрій Дармограй – директор турніру. 
 

  
Храмове свято 

Святотроїцької парафії 
3 червня 2012 року 

з участю Владики Антонія. 
 

Божественна Літургія - 10-00 ранку 
Святковий обід - 12-30 по обіді 

 

Іньі інформації по англійськи 
* * * 

ZELENI SWIATA OBID 
FEAST OF HOLY PENTECOST 

 

Sunday, June 3, 2012 
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Welcome 
Archbishop ANTONY 

Dinner 12:30 pm 
 

Adults $20.00 
Students $10.00 

Children under 10 Free 
 

Tickets: 
Halyna Antonyshyn: 716-662-3532 
V. Rev. Yuriy Kasyanov: 684-0738 

 
============================================================ 

 

РІЧНА ЗЕЛЕНОСВЯТОЧНА ПРОЩА НА 
ЦВИНТАРІ СВЯТОГО ДУХА 

10 Червня, 2012 
* * * 

HOLY SPIRIT CEMETERY 
ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 

June 10, 2012 
 

The League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara 
Frontier Council is pleased to announce that 
our council will award two (2) $500.00 Schol-
arships to deserving students of the Buffalo 
Deanery. The qualifications are listed below. 

 

Qualifications 
for the Msgr. Paul 

lwachiw Scholarship 
 

1. The applicant must be A CURRENT, AC-
TIVE  parishioner of one of the parishes in the 
Buffalo Deanery (Buffalo, Lackawanna, 
Kenmore, Lancaster or Niagara Falls) 
 

2. The applicant must be: 
 

A. Any student, who is presently or will be at-
tending a public, private or junior college in the 
2012-2013  School Year (indicating choice of 
college or prospective colleges) 
 

B. Any student who is presently or will be at-
tending a Catholic High School in the 2012-
2013 School Year. 
 

3. The following criteria must be met: 
A. Pastor's recommendation 
B. Recommendation of a Teacher or Advisor 
C. Academic Transcript (s) 
D. Complete Essay: What have you gained from 
being a member of your Parish, which has di-
rected you to further your goals in life, and how 
you expect your education to help you attain these 
goals? 
 
If you are interested and have met the 
qualifications, please see Father Mari-
jan for an Application. 
 

The DEADLINE FOR FILING IS JUNE 1, 2012 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Saturday, June 16th 4:30PM 
60th Birthday Celebration of 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk 
Picnic to follow after Liturgy, 

More details to follow. 
 

============================================================ 
 

Ethnic Dinner 
At Saint Basil’s 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 
3653 Walden Ave. , Lancaster NY  

Sunday May 27, 2012 
From 12 to 4 PM 
Dinner includes: 

Perogies, Holubtsi or Piggys in the 
blanket, Sweet and Sour Kraut, 

Sausage, Drink and more 
Price: $10 - Door prizes 

 

============================================================ 
 

В часі Зелених Свят молимося за 
спокій душ наших воїнів-Дивізійни-
ків, воїнів У.П.А, воїнів О.У.Н., та 
всіх тих, що віддали своє життя за 
кращу долю наших Батьківщин:  

України і Америки 
 

 
 

Після відправи в церковній авдито-
рії буде висвітлений фільм 

«У боротьбі за Україну» 
Просимо ду участи. 

 

Ветерани 



From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
 

About ten years ago, while I volunteered for 
Catholic Charities, I was attending group meet-
ings as a type of facilitator to those with drug and 
alcohol addictions.  At these meetings, people 
would often give reasons for why they did some 
of the terrible things they did - while under the in-
fluence of drugs, and why they deserved a se-
cond chance. For most of them, the program kept 
them out of jail and off the streets, and for some it 
met their parole requirements – and then there 
was Mary. She was a rough looking lady, who 
could easily take care of herself and anyone that 
got in her way.  But under that tough exterior was 
a very honest soul. I will never forget the first time 
she came to group.  She said, “Unlike the rest of 
you, I did not deserve a second chance. I was 
strung out on drugs as a teenager and I made 
some very bad choices, which cost someone else 
their life. I did not expect forgiveness, and yet that 
is what I received.  I did not offer anyone compas-
sion, and yet mercy was shown to me.”  Mary 
continued to tell her story about how she was 
driving a car that struck and killed a ten-year-old 
girl during broad daylight, because she was more 
concerned about getting her next “fix” then she 
was about being responsible behind the wheel of 
a car. She said her life ended that day - that was 
until the family of that ten-year-old girl came to 
visit her at prison and told Mary that they forgave 
her for what she had done. She told the group 
how no one in her entire life had ever given her 
anything without wanting something in return. 
And finally Mary said, “When I asked them how 
they could possibly forgive me, they gave me a 
copy of the Holy Bible and asked me to read it. I 
read that Bible every day, and I am here to tell you 
that there is someone who can really give you a 
second chance, someone who does not need to 
hear all of your excuses, but simply wants you to 
follow him, regardless of every bad bone in your 
body. And that person is Jesus Christ.”  After 
Mary served her time in prison, she went on to 
become a counselor for drug addicted teens in 

NYC. She may have taken one life, but Mary has 
also saved hundreds of teenagers over the years. 
Mary is more than just a believer; she became a 
real follower of Jesus.  

We are not God - not any of us - but Pentecost 
serves to remind us that we are a part of God, 
members of His Body - the Church. When we fol-
low Jesus and consecrate our life to Him, as did 
the original twelve disciples, something wonder-
ful happens. We begin to feel the presence of God 
within us through the impulse of the Holy Spirit. It 
is not only the priest who is to minister within the 
Church.  All Christians are called to minister unto 
one another and to bring Christ to the world. 
There is no such thing as a “Sunday-only” Chris-
tian. Everyone is called to use his or her gift to-
ward building up the Church of God. When Jesus 
passed by and said to the disciples, at one time 
only fishermen; "Follow me…" they immediately 
left their nets and followed. That was their spiritu-
al awakening. That was their first step toward sal-
vation, toward forgiveness, peace, love, and true 
freedom. Let us draw strength and courage as the 
disciples did, by allowing the Holy Spirit to em-
power our faith and transform us into a people of 
God - a holy people of faith. 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are truly numerous 
and great.  St. Paul speaks of them in his letter to 
the Galatians: “But the fruit of the Spirit is charity, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness and goodness, faith, 
modesty, and continence” (Galatians 5: 22-23).  
The Holy Spirit bestowed upon the Apostles the 
gift of tongues, the gift of understanding the Scrip-
tures, and the gift of fortitude in preaching and 
professing the holy faith.  On the day of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirit came down upon the disciples to 
remain with them forever.  St. John Chrysostom in 
his homily on the feast of Pentecost wrote: "The all 
gracious God today bestowed upon us gifts, too 
great to be adequately expressed in words.  There-
fore, let us all rejoice together, and while rejoicing, 
let us praise our God.  For I ask, what was given to 
us for our salvation that was not given to us by the 
Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit freed us from slavery..  

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!    

 

May 27, 2012 A.D. 
Dear ____________________________ , 
 

 

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter) 
 

 Here we are on the last Sunday 
of May and we are celebrating 
glorious Pentecost Sunday, the 
Descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the disciples, the new Church, 
and indeed, upon all of us. “May 
the Holy Spirit come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High 
overshadow you!” Those 50 days 
since Pascha have certainly 
zipped by, haven’t they?  
 In our Eastern Church the color used at Pente-
cost is green. To symbolize the birth of the 
Church and of the New Life given to us, we deco-
rate our churches and homes with green branch-
es, and the clergy wear green vestments for the 
services of the feast. It is also quite common to 
see our people, both the men and the women, in 
church wearing green. Don’t you love to go into 
the temple during these days of Pentecost and 
see the beautiful green all around? I know I do. If 
you like the color green, this is your feast day! 
 Since green is THE color for the holy day, we 
can say Pentecost comes at a perfect time this 
year. Just look around you and let your eyes feast 
on the beautiful, green world. Almost all the trees 
now have their leaves and the grass is growing 
like gangbusters. Everything is so lush and green, 
it’s no wonder the holy ones of times past, also 
saw it, and began to use greens in the church for 
this wonderful service. 
 Besides celebrating the Feast of Pentecost, this 
is also our Memorial Day weekend here in the 
USA. For many, it is “the kick off to summer” and 
a time for picnics, beaches and playing and rec-
reating outside. Great! However, we must take 

some time before we play, or while we are play-
ing, and call to mind why it is that we can do all 
the pleasant, exciting and fun-filled things over 
the course of this weekend. We must call to mind 
the fact that Memorial Day was established as a 
day of remembrance for those who have died in 
our nation’s service. Celebrating this national hol-

iday as we do this weekend and 
tomorrow, we must especially re-
member those of our military who 
“made the ultimate sacrifice.”  
 Only two have ever offered to die 
for you-Jesus Christ and the Amer-
ican soldier. One died for your 
soul; the other for your freedom! 
Glory and praise to Jesus Christ 
our Lord, risen from the dead, who 
gives us eternal life!  Let us pray 

and give thanks to those who have died so that 
we might be free. May they not have died in vain! 
God bless America, especially during these trou-
bled times when so many are coming to realize 
how very fragile is our Freedom. Thank you for 
your service, Soldiers! Eternal Memory! 
 While things are very active in our town 
squares, cemeteries, back yards and beaches, the 
big “hullabaloo” in Niagara Falls has quieted 
down for a while. I’m referring to the upcoming 
“Great Walk” when the famous Nik Wallenda, 
daredevil and high wire walker, will walk across 
the Horseshoe Falls on a high wire. If you recall, I 
wrote about this a bit last week, and it certainly 
continues to bring excitement and attention to the 
city of Niagara Falls, U.S., as well as Niagara 
Falls, Ontario.  
 For the past two weeks Nik had been practicing 
high over a parking lot in downtown Niagara Falls, 
NY. Last week he received some great assistance 
from the city firemen who brought out blowers 
and spray machines to simulate, in a small way, 
the conditions he would face above the Falls 
where he will have to deal with the ever present 
wind and mist. Yesterday, Wallenda concluded 
his practice and returned home, saying he was 



“tired and worn out,” from all the practice and 
planning, but remains confident about all the 
preparations and of course, eventually about “The 
Walk,” scheduled for June 15. 
 The engineering crews have already begun 
what will be an amazing and interesting construc-
tion of the high wire apparatus. I’ll bet there a lot 
of engineering students hanging around to see 
how it all will be done. Without a doubt it will be a 
fascinating experience for anyone to watch it all. 
It is definitely no small feat to get the thing safely 
set up. Isn’t it amazing the things we do to enter-
tain ourselves?? 
 Today, as we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, I want to remind you to pray that our US 
Supreme Court will be inspired and guided in 
their deliberations by this same Spirit. Remember 
we have been told that sometime during the 
month of June they will issue their verdict regard-
ing the constitutionality of “Obamacare.” I hope 
and pray they will absolutely declare it unconsti-
tutional and pave the road for this ghastly and so-
called “law” to be repealed. As our Holy Lady al-
ways says, “Pray! Pray! Pray!” 
 You may also wonder what happened with the 
HHS Mandate requiring Catholic institutions to 
pay for contraceptives and abortifacients under 
their health care plan. The battle is going strong 
and there are three things developing of which 
you should be aware. 
 Firstly, on April 12 of this year the Catholic 
Bishops issued a document, “Our First Most 
Cherished Liberty,” outlining the bishops’ con-
cerns over threats to religious freedom. (This 
document can be easily found by going to the 
USCCB site) In that document the bishops have 
called for a “Fortnight of Freedom,” a 14-day pe-
riod of prayer, education, and action in support of 
religious freedom from June 21 to July 4. This 
comes at a great time for us Byzantines for we 
will already be fasting during the “Petrivka” or 
“Apostles Fast” and we will also, during that time, 
celebrate the major holy day of Sts. Peter and 
Paul. According to the Bishops, this time of “The 

Fortnight” is to be  a great hymn of prayer for our 
country. Bishops in their own dioceses (and ep-
archies) are encouraged to arrange special events 
to highlight the importance of religious freedom. 
Please join in this prayer! 
 Second thing: Last Monday, May 21st forty-three 
Catholic entities filed suit against the Obama ad-
ministration for violating religious freedom. This 
should have been the first story on every TV and 
radio station, as well as headline news in the pa-
pers. What should have been momentous and 
“breaking news” was only reported in the main-
stream media by CBS, who gave it all of NINE-
TEEN SECONDS COVERAGE!! ABC and NBC did 
not even mention it. Something very bad is going 
on in the world of journalism! 
 “As a result of not covering this lawsuit against 
the Administration, the media are deliberately 
choosing to side with the administrations attack 
on religious liberty.” (Patrick Reilly-President 
Cardinal Newman Society) “This issue and these 
lawsuits are historic. The media blackout on these 
lawsuits confirm the shameful prejudice that is 
growing against the Catholic Church in America.” 
(Brian Burch-Pres. Catholic Vote.org) 
 The third thing is for you to know is that on 
June 8 there will be another gathering here in Buf-
falo, and in other cities across the USA. The 
“Stand Up for Religious Freedom Rally-Part II,” 
will be held on June 8 at the New Federal Bldg. 
downtown at 2 Niagara Square. I hope you will be 
able to be at the rally in your town! 
 It’s time for me to close for this week. As al-
ways, I pray this note finds you walking and living 
close to the Lord. I hope to write again next week, 
God willing and the creek (or the Creek ☺☺ ) 
don’t rise! God bless you! Our Holy Lady protect 
you! 
      
    In His Love, 

 
 

Fr. Ray 
 

Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
...У чому ж полягає Христова слава. Чи в 

насмішках, чи в терпінні на хресті, чи в його 
смерті, чи у воскресінні? Що доброго може-
мо знайти у нещасті, що на нас нераз при-
ходить? 

“Пер аспера ад астра”, тобто через терпін-
ня до звізд, казали старі римляни, і це було 
мото благопокійного патріярха Йосифа Слі-
пого, якого 120 ліття з дня нароження цього 
року ми прославляємо. Слуга Божий Блажен-
ніший Йосиф нераз згадував про терпіння, 
хоча про свої нерадо розповідав. Він нагаду-
вав нам, його питомцям, щоб бути готовими 
до переслідування, бо ніколи не знати, коли 
доведеться нам засвідчити приналежність 
до Христа. При тому казав: 

«Дуже вважайте, щоб не заломатися. Ви 
можете думати, що ви сильні, вам буде зда-
ватися, що ніщо не зможе вас збити з доб-
рої дороги, але це фальшива певнісь, яка 
готова приспати вас. Мої дорогі! Не упо-
вайте на власні сили. Повіє вітер у против-
ну сторону і ви легко зігнетеся, а то і зло-
митися, коли нема опори у Христі.» 

Христос терпів і нам доводиться терпіти. І 
ми маємо від початку християнства і до сьо-
годні, багато прикладів святих мужів і жінок 
які не заломалися, але перетерпіли все і дій-
шли до перемоги у Господі. 

Неє учень більшй від свого учителя, нага-
дує нам Христос. З нього сміялися і з нас бу-
дуть, Його розіпяли, і нас не пощадять. І нас 
обвинуватять, і нас засудять так як Христа. 
Але коли беремо участь у його терпінні то 
так само буде і у воскресінні. У всьому, що 
ми робимо, чи плянуємо робити Христова 
допомога для нас конче потрібна. Без Госпо-
да ми нічого не можемо вдіяти. Від нього ми 
залежні, і з Ним ми справді сильні. 

Христос молится за своїх учнів. Він так ка-
же: “Я обявив твоє ім’я людям, яких ти дав 

мені зо світу. Вони були твої, і ти дав їх мені, 
і вони зберегли твоє слово. Тепер вони зро-
зуміли, що все, що ти дав мені, від тебе похо-
дить; слова бо, що ти дав мені, я дав їм і во-
ни прийняли й таки справді зрозуміли, що я 
від Тебе вийшов, і увірували, що Ти мене по-
слав. Отче св’ятий, ради імени Твого бережи 
їх, яких ти дав мені, і ніхто з них не пропав...” 

Ми живемо в непевному світі. Христос є 
та певність, що ідучи за ним ме не спотикне-
мося, а коли навіть і впали би, він піднесе 
нас, поставить на ноги і вкаже дорогу, якою 
нам пр’ямувати. 

Через нього ми знаємо хто ми є, що ми є 
дітьми Божими, що ми є Господніми братами 
і сестрами, і що наше місце у Його домі. 

У цій молитві Христос просить про 
єдність, і мова тут про любов. 

Одне і друге ми немов забули. Усі прос-
лавляємо Христа, а в той сам час ворогуємо 
проти себе. Нема єдности і нема любови. 

Слід нам пам'ятати, що Христос оснував 
одну церкву, що всі мають горнутися коло 
Нього і разом прославляти свого Отця Не-
бесного, люблячися таким способoм, яким 
Господь нас навчив. Молімся, щоб ми всі, що 
призиваємо ім’я Господнє, змогли називати-
ся хрестиянами і при пристолі ламати хліб та 
споживати його і пити з однієї чаші. 

Людина поділила, але Дух Св’ятий може 
наново зєднати, якщо провідники різних ві-
роісповідань дадутся вести Святим Духом. 

Не важне хто коли провинився, хто відді-
лився, важним є дивитися, що нас єднає, що 
ми ще не затратили, що можемо привирнути. 
Коли любов пануватими в нас, коли зуміємо 
простити і просити прощення, то безперечно, 
що запанує ота довгоожидана єдність і в на-
шій церкві, і ми всі будемо справжніми діть-
ми Божими, які любитимуться між собою і 
знатимуть хто їхній Небесніий Батько. 


