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4| Below: From the baptism of Maksym Roman
Mychajliw, April 28, 2018. Congratulations!

This past week we had a visitor in our
church from Rootstown, OH, pastor
of St. Peter of the Fields R. C. Church,
Fr. David M. Misbrener. His web:
http://www.stpeterofthefields.org

Bishop PauI & our prlests g \ Bnapguka MaBno i Hawi
s Jubilarians at the Clergy LR ' CBALLEHWUKM — IOBINATH
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June 10 - m —10 YepBHa
IEPKORHHNH RIGHHK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Liepka Ceatoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro MN.AO.M.)

MOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIA

4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

June 10: 3. after Pentecost - 3 H. no 3.C.[I.
12:00 PM +Anna Waskiw
(Ulana Scheidle & Irene Grassman)

Monday, June 11 YepsHs, MoHeainok
8:00 AM +Mary Lucas Verostko (Marianne Chort)
Tuesday, June 12 YepsHs, BiBTopok
6:00 PM B Ham. AHHu Tkanuy (Opys3i)
Wednesday, June 13 YepBHs, Cepena
9:00 AM Int. of Msgr Leon Mosko & Msgr. John

Squiller — 627 Anniv. of Ordination. Axios!

12:30 PM Moleben - MonebeHb go Xpucra

Thursday, June 14 YepBHs, YeTtBep
9:00 AM +Fred Marc (Steve Prytula)
Friday, June 15 YepBHs, [T’'aTHuus
9:00 AM +Andrij & Olha Kilko (Armesto Fam.)
12:00 PM Moleben - Mone6eHb go Xpucra
Saturday, June 16 YepBHs, CyboTa
8:00 AM +Marija Procyk (Son with Family)
4:30 PM +Constantine Zvirynskyj (Anna Melnyk)

June 17: 4. after Pentecost - 4 H. no 3.C.[.
12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a NapoxisH

EnapxissibHa 30ipka

2018 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal
Time to start thinking about Stamford
Bishop’s Appeal. The 2018 Bishop’s Appeal
started May 1st. Forms are in front of the
pews. Remember the goal of our parish,
designated by the Stamford Eparchy, is $7,
500.00. Please be generous with your
donations and help us reach our goal.

Thank You! [skyemo!

10 YepsHs: 2 Hepins no sicnanHi Ce. flyxa

10:00 p. +o. IBaH i BpoHucnasa NaHuMLbKa
(AHHa MaHUUBKa)

17 YepsHs: 3 Hegina no 3icnaxHi Ce. flyxa

- PROFFESSIONAL COLLISION SERVISES

DNIPRO @ AHINPO

G Ukrainian Cultural Center

GUOEEN 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
AlexandepArutunian www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
s S Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm

N Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

10:00 p. B Ham. Mapkisina i llign Cractokis
(M. 1. Cractok)

BiyHe Csitno B yects M.0.M.
ropuThH 3a BCiX XBOPUX i HEMiYHMX!

The Eternal Light burns for all Fathers!
BiuHe CBiTno roputh 3a BCix baTbkiB

MikHiK
3 Haroau [Hsa BaTtbka
byae y Heginto, 17 YepBHs
no Cg. Jlitypril.
Mpocumo npuHecTH NeymBeo.
Mpocumo ao yvactu

Father’s Day Picnic

The religious education students and their
catechists would like to invite all parishioners
and their families to attend the A Father’s Day
Picnic immediately following the 10:00 Liturgy
on Sunday June 17th. Hotdogs with kapusta,

hamburgers, tossed salad, potato salad,;
baked beans, watermelon, and desserts will
be served for a suggested minimum donation
of $5 per person. Donations for desserts
would be greatly appreciated. All parishion-
ers and their families are invited to attend -
hope to see you there!

™vT Ad in the bulletin
MICLIE If you want to advertise
ans Your business in the bulletin
BALUOIro 52 TIMES A YEAR
OrOJIOWEHHHA Business card - $100.
HERE IS Peknsima B OtoneTeHi
A PLACE :
FOR YOUR AD bisHecoBa kapTouka
= ——— $100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
S

3
N
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of

Buszka Funeral Home thoughtful Personalized Service

Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

I'sausage com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:
Bologna # Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese » Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Mary Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar  Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd,, g\ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) Eg] 2811 Amherst (Getzville Plaza)
030-0130 i) QU 681495

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, st ;

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepepavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHUH»
Hegins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OENEPANTbHA KPEQUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NMEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYTY
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKM | TO3UKV | KPEAUTH HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

MNMonpaBka - Errata Corrige

Muoras Jlital Many Happy Years!
Solomiia Yemchuk - June 19

Your help is needed!
Our Coffee Hour Donations Fund,
used to buy food for the Sunday Coffee Hours,
is depleted. Donations will be gladly accepted.
Using the Coffee Hour Fund money to buy
supplies lets us put the entire profit toward the
yearly Communication Fee of $3,600.00.
Thank you for your help. Elaine

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Liepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi no cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
oH., s8ismopok, yemesep 3 sismopka o yemsep
Friday / M'amHuus Friday / M'amHuus
| 9:30 am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:
Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* Kk

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Mpo GinbLe iHdopmaLiii Wwo pieTban B
rpomagi, npocMmo BifBiAaTH BEO-CTOPIHKY.

http://lwww.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information
and events In our Ukrainian Community.

Mpowa ao CnoBcTOYpry

11-12 CepnHs. byae aBTobyc. [pocumo
nepeunTaTy iHpopmaulii no aHrNiNCLKM.

64th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage

The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
joyfully announce the 64t Holy Dormition
Pilgrimage, August 11- 12, 2018 at their
Motherhouse in Sloatsburg, NY. The Sisters

will be blessed and honored that His Beatitude,

Sviatoslav Shevchuk will preside at this year’s
pilgrimage. Our parish is organizing a bus trip,
for the Buffalo area churches, to the
Pilgrimage. A Special hotel accommodation
rate of $115.00 (per room, not per person) for
the Fairfield Inn in Mahwah, NJ has been made
though Sister Michele. We have already sent in
our first list of room reservations and have a
bus. The cost of the bus is taken care of. All
you will be responsible for is the cost of the
room and food. If you are interested, in
attending this year’s pilgrimage, please let us
know as soon as possible. The plans are to
leave early Saturday morning, at 7:30AM and
return home Sunday evening about 10:00PM.
For more information contact Elaine at St.
Nicholas Rectory 852-7566 or 825-8169.
Contact as ASAP to take part!!!

LUC MEETING - 3ACIJAHHA
Y noHeginok 6:30.

Mpocumo NpUnTHK...

The League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council, will hold a Convention meet-
ing Monday June 11th at 6:30 PM in the Church
Hall. We will mail out the first convention mail-
ing at this meeting. Any and all help would be
greatly appreciated.

If you are interested in helping with the Con-
vention, you are invited to attend this meeting.

, The Niagara Frontier Council will
host the 79t Annual Convention
of the League of Ukrainian
Catholics on October 5,6,7, 2018

N~ at the Hyatt Place Hotel in
Amherst NY. This year celebrates the 85t
Anniversary of the founding of the League of
Ukrainian Catholics in Chicago in 1933. We hope
you will join us at this special anniversary.

If you consider becoming a member of League
of Ukrainian Catholics (LUC) please talk to
Elaine Nowadly, president or Fr. Marijan Procyk,
Spiritual Director of L.U.C.

KonBeHuis Jlirn YkpaiHuis Katonukis 0yge
Big 5-7 XXoBTHS, 2018 p. lMpocumo o yyacTu.

Akwo xoyeTe ctatv uneHamu Jlirv 3seprantecs
po EnentH HoBapnew a6o go Mapoxa.

.Y K. Annikauii Ha ctuneHgii IM. 0. [1-pa
MaBna IBaxoBa MoxHa Bigiopatn y
NapoxiB HalLMUX LiePKOB.

P\ Msgr. Paul Iwachiw

~ - Scholarship Application
- could be obtain from pastors
of our churches in this area.

Final date June 22, 2018.



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

3 papia " MuaocepAHuit Gamapanuu"

Icyc Knnye cBOiX NepLIMX YOTMPLOX YYHIB CRigyBaTy 3a
Hum. Lieit noknuk € coyHaameHTansHum ans Llepkewu i 3a-
NUWAEeTbCA hyHAaMeHTanbLHUM gnsa Hac. Mycumo Bigno-
BiCTW Ha TOW MOKNMK, 3 kUM Icyc 3BepHYBCS A0 NepLumx
YYHIB i 3 IKMM 3BEPTAETLCA CbOrOAHI A0 CBOEi Liepksu.

Axkumun He Bynu 6 Hawi ciTi i ge He Gynu 6 Hawi YOBHW,
Icyc npomoBnsie fo Hac. Woro CnoBo ¢ ¢yHaameHTOM
Haworo XuTTa. [pomMoBnsAOYM A0 Hac, Icyc He NoYMHaE 3
BUKNagy NeBHUX iAel CTOCOBHO TOTO, KUM
BiH € 4 kuM € mu; Big yaciB ABpaama
Woro CnoBo Hacamnepes € NOKnu-
koM. Icyc knuye Hac, wob npu-
BepHyTU Haw nornag. BiH He
[a€ HaMm Hayku B 6e30c000Bii
¢opMi, a 3BepTaETLCA A0 KOX-
HOro 3 Hac ocobucro. [lapyto-
4mn cBOE XUTTA, BiH 3anpowye
Hac BWWATU 3a MEXi Haworo
CMEPTHOTO «s1», 3aNLLKTK Te,
WO TPUMAE Hac Aaneko Bif
Hboro i Bctati, abu UK 3 Hum i
Hacnigysatu Woro. Tak, Woro Cno-
BO 3BEPTAETLCA 4O HALIOTO po3yMmy,
ane Haunepiue BOHO iae Brnm6 Haworo
cepusi, Ae MicTUTbCA Hawa cBobopa, de MM
3moxemo BuGpaty Woro.

Icyc knuye Hac yacriwe, Hix My gymaemo. | He nuwe B
Ti MOMEHTH, konu cnyxaemo Cnoso Boxe abo konu yuta-
emo iioro y Ceatomy lMucbmi. MNMocepen Hawmx 3aHATb,
Hawwmx Typ6oT i pagouwis Icyc BipHO Mae nopsag 3 Hamu i,
He HaB’s13yloun cebe, TMXEeHbKO CTYKaE [0 ABEpeV Haloro
cepus. Konu Tpannsetbes, WwWo My 3BepTaeMo yBary Ha
Hboro, sik BignoBigaeMo? fAKwWo 3anvwmnTK BCi Hawi Big-
MOBKM i Hale NiHUBCTBO, EAVMHOK NPaBAUBOLIO BiaNoBia-
A0 ANs Hac Mana 6 6yTy BiANOBIAb TUX YOTMPLOX Y4HiIB:
«HeraitHo» (MT. 4, 20). Bipa Hanpouyz npyaka!

3po3ymiiimo, wo Le 6e3MOBHe «Tak» He nepepuBac
HaLwwoi poGOTH YM HALIOFO CMiNKYBaHHA 3 MHILUMM, TPOCTO
MM «3anuLIAaEMO» CBOE «» i NTMHeMO Jo Icyca, Wwob it 3a
Hum i Ginble He 3anuwatu Woro. Llen Kpok go Icyca €
nepLuIoto BifNoBiaato Ha Woro noknuk. Monutea cepus He
€ 3aHATTAM NOPAZ 3 UHIWIMMM 3aHATTAMU. BOHa € nparHeH-
HAM BipM i N0GOBM, SIKe OXKUBNSIE 3CEPeanHHU BCe, WO MK
nepexuBaemo.

XpucToc knuye Hac Ans Toro, Wob nocnaru Hac y CBiT.
Lopa3y, konu BignoBigaemo I7Iomy Wwupum cepuem, BiH
TicHiwe egHae Hac 3i coboto i pobUTb HAC aKTUBHUMU
yneHamm cBoro Tina, skum € Lepksa. Togi M1 HanpaBay
€ yYacHuUKamm WMoro «anocTonbebkoi» Liepkau. 3anuwmti

camux cebe, abu cnigysatu 3a Icycom Ta WTK pasom i3

HuM [0 MHWKNX — 03HA4aE NepexnBaTi y CBOEMY XUTTi Ty
He36arHeHHy Mmicito Liepkeu y cBiTi.

Cnpaegi, LlepkBa, siky MM CTaHOBUMO, iCHYe He cama
ans ce6e; BOHa nocnaHa Ao nioaei, wobu BoHU nisHanm
nobos Xpucta i xunu Heto. Mu - LiepkBa, noknukaHa gns
TOro, Wwo6 6yTn nocnaoto. Mepwi y4Hi NoYMHaAOTL PO3Y-
MiTK LI0 Micilo, Konu BocKpecnuii Focnoab Kaxe 4O HUX:
«fk meHe nocnas OTeLb, TaKk A nocunato Bac» (I7Io. 20, 21).

To X Hawa Micif, CeHC iCHyBaHHSl HaLoi

LlepkBu noxoautb Big OTus! Hexan uen

NOKNMUK NPOHWUKHE TMUOOKO B Halle

=R cepue, wob My Gynu nepekoHaHi,

wo yepes Icyca Hac nocunae Ha
uto Micito cam OTeub. Te nepeko-

HaHHS NONPOBaguUTb Hac, Wob
| MM «HeraHo» peanizyBanu Ha
- pini Ti cno.a, B IKMX MW BUpaxa-
eMo Moro GaxaHHs, o6y BOHO
CTano Hawum GaxaHHAM: «He-
xaun npuige Llapcteo TBOE!».

Y uin nepwii nogii B icTopii
LlepkBu, sk i B GaraTbox MHLIKX, 32
NoKnMKoMm Icyca oTpumyemo 06iTHULO:
«51 Bac 3pobnto pubankamu niogen» (Mr.
4, 19). La ob6itTHMua — Ginble, Hix cnoBa. BoHa
Japye Ham korocb — Cesitoro [lyxa, fkui nepebyBae 3
Hamu. Came BiH nputsarye Bcix niogei go Xpucra, npo-
MOBNSAIIOYM B TalHi Ao iX cBigoMocTu. BiH gie ganeko 3a
BugummmMu mexamu Llepksu, 60, GyayuM HeBMAUMMM
cepuem LlepkBu, Bin € nto6oB’to, mxepenom ycix onar.
Came po uboro mkepena lcyc knuye Hac i nocunae Hac
Ansa Toro, Wwo6 posgaBaT BoAy LbOro Axepena, a Hac
CyNpoBOAXKyBaTUME Ta AMBOBMXHA BipHicTb CB. [lyxa,
FAkui, He3Baxaroum Ha BCi Hawi BigcTynu, pooutsb Liepkay
«anocTonbcbKotoy. (MaH Kop6oH)

ByTu fyX0oBHOO NOANHOK, MONIUTUCS, XOAWTU A0 Liep-
kBuW, ynTaty Ta MisHaBatn Boxe CrnoBo, nponoBigyBaTH
Boxy no6oB - Le He € npodecis, ane Lie NOKIMKaHHA Ans
KoXHoro 3 Hac. Lle cnyxiHHa Bory i niogcTBy. Came Tomy
CBSILLEHUK He MOXe MaTu npodecito AK “cBALWEHMK”, BiH
cnyra. Came ToMy LiepKOBHi nioau (Ti, Wwo 6epyTb aKTUBHY
yyacTb Y LiepKBi) He MOXYTb CNpUIAMaTh CBOE CHYKiHHS,
SIK poboTa Ha MiANPUEMCTBI — e cnyxiHHA. Came Tomy
nponoBigb €BaHrenii — Ue AiN0 KOXHOro, XTo NOBipUB
XpucTy, To6TO i Hawe gino!

Bor y CBoilh npocToTi KNKUYe KOXHOIO i KOXHY i3 Hac: y
Mipy Hawux moxnusocTel cnykutu Momy Ta miopam,
nponogigytoun €BaHrenie, nowuptotoun Llapcteo Boxe.
(0. Bimanitl)

B ] . =

e KITCHEN - open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
e Thank you for your help and patronage!
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

Until we meet next Sunday...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcsi THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OMTKOK MMPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help o %POS'

us raise money
for our Church
by purchasing never stops
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,
or call the rectory. Thank you and God
Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimino npoaawtbest Kaprouknm 3
kpamauui "Tonc". Kynyroun ix B nomara-
eTe nepksi. L1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMHM YU KAPTOUYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaep:xkuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3BepraTucs a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o 10 kan-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

Takox nmpuragy€emMo, 10 i€ KapTo4KoIo
MO’KHA KyNyBaTH O€H3UHY.

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) LREEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTSR - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepepa Ca. Nlityprisaimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micsuiB ckoplue

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday (check bulletin) - Cy6oTa

Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory

PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSILLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

From the Letter of Fr. Rohert:

| heard that a shoemaker or cobbler met the Holy Father
Francis when he first became pope. After a long day of
long lines and scrutiny by the Swiss Guard, he was finally
able to meet the Holy Father face to face. On his return
everyone in the little Italian village were curious to know
from the cobbler his impression of the Holy Father. As he
had a moment to sit on a bench at the town square the
first question came: “What do you have to say about Pope
Francis?” The cobbler took a moment
and said: He is 42 (8.5 in US shoe
measurement) and he has flat feet!
Another story tells about the woman
that speaking to her friend who is
visiting with her, points from her
kitchen window to her neighbor’s
laundry that was just placed on the
cloth line. “Look how greyish is her
laundry and to think it was just
washed. It's like that always.” Her
friend responded: “It is not greyish, |
just looked at it when coming here, it
is all very nice and white...” Looking |
close to the kitchen window the |
friend continued: “the real problem is
your window, it is so dirty and
nasty...!”

So it must be true that: we see as
we are. There is a classic story of a
King who calls to his court two
different individuals. One a very good
and holy man, the other a bad and
evil man. To the good one he asked '
to go through his kingdom and find for him an evil man.
The good man went all over the kingdom but came back
to tell the King that he could not find not even one bad
person. Now to the bad and evil man the king requested
that he would go through the kingdom and find for him
one good man. After searching everywhere the bad and
evil man returned with the news that he could not find, not
even one good person. We therefore see as we are. Hence
the Lord warns in this Sunday’s gospel: “The lamp of the
body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will
be filled with light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body
will be in darkness.”

Driving to Wappinger Falls with Fr. Marijan Procyk this
week for our Clergy conference, we listened to a CD from
a man named Matthew Kelly. He is an Aussie Catholic
Apologist and was lamenting how we live in an era of
minimalism and the detrimental effects of always trying to

do the very least, the minimum. In fact we now have
generations of people trained to do the very least! For a
while, listening to him | was at a loss thinking how we can
fight this minimalism. Finally he said that we need to ask
ourselves and teach our children to ask: What’s the most
| can do? Wow, not often do | ponder what’s the most |
can do. Mr. Kelly then says that Our Lord God and Savior
Jesus Christ always did the most He could. Jesus did not
return the sight to one eye only, to the blind man. He
healed both eyes. Neither did he raised
the girl from the dead to leave her alive
as quadriplegic, no he raised her up
from bed and told them to feed her.
Nor did he healed some of the lepers
and others not; all ten were healed,
~even the ones that He knew would not
. come back to thank Him. He fed the
crowds with fish and bread until they
were “satisfied”, not just enough to
help them go back home, but until they
were satisfied and there were 12
baskets of fragments of leftovers.

The good Lord therefore left us his
divine instruction as to help us not to
stay with the minimum but to be
enlighten and do the most. Itis not just
a matter of not to hate the one that
hurts us, but He asked that we love our
enemies. Just before the Holy Gospel
is read, the priest prays at the Divine
Liturgy a beautiful prayer. Here it
is: “Make the pure light of Your Divine
Knowledge shine in our hearts, O
loving Master. Open the eyes of our minds that we may
understand the message of Your gospel. Instill in us the
fear of Your blessed commandments that we may subdue
all carnal desires and follow a spiritual way of life, thinking
and doing all that pleases You. For You, O Christ our God,
are the enlightenment of our souls and bodies, and we
give glory to You, together with Your eternal Father and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for
ever and ever. Amen.”

Yours as always,
Fr. Robert

August 5 - our Annual Church Picnic
Haw uepkoBHum MikHik 6yae 5 CepnHs

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

God has always wanted a relationship with humanity. If
we look from the beginning of our history in faith, from the
account of creation to the very end of the scriptures, it
becomes apparent that God desires to have his dwelling
place with us. This is the story of the tabernacle, of
Solomon's Temple, and of the Synagogue, this is the story
of Jesus Christ, and it is the story of our Church. God's
desire to be in a relationship with each of us; God calling
us to deeper relationships with Him. God never moves
away from us; it is always we who move away from Him.
And this, my brothers and sisters is the reason Jesus was
born, the reason He lived, preached, died and rose again.
So, that we, all of humanity, can know
that we are loved by God and share in
the glory of His Kingdom! But in order
to do this, we must be willing to follow
Christ and His teachings, and place our
complete trust in Him.

The Gospel for the third Sunday after
Pentecost puts us on guard against
anxiety and needless worry (Matthew
6:22-33). Jesus tells us that we must
trust in the Lord: “Therefore | say unto
you, take no thought for your life, what
you will eat, or what you will drink, or for
your body, what you shall wear. Is not
life more important than food and the
body more important than clothing"?
(Matthew 6:25) These words of Scripture
leave us with comforting thoughts. If
the Heavenly Father feeds the birds of the air, if He clothes
the lilies of the field with colors more glorious then those
of Solomon himself, then imagine how much more He will
see our needs and fulfill them. As far as earthly goods are
concerned, our Lord does not condemn the prudence
which is called for by justice and charity, but he does
condemn avarice and the anxious care which indicates a
lack of faith. “Your Heavenly Father knows you are in need
of all these things... But seek first the Kingdom of God
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you.” Jesus is also teaching us that experiencing
anxiety over material needs is unspiritual. There are two
main aspects to our faith: first of all, the search for the
Kingdom of God, and secondly, trusting in our Heavenly
Father’s goodness for life’s necessities. It is not our lack
of material possessions, but rather our lack of confidence
in the Lord that remains the greatest obstacle to our faith.

We all have times in our lives, when our hearts weigh
heavy with fear. Moments we can still remember when we

worried about placing food on the table, providing
clothing for our children, or even being able to put enough
money aside to pay the monthly mortgage so our families
would have shelter. Yet always, as if by chance, some-
thing or someone managed to come along, that put our
fears to rest. | believe this "someone” is God, and the
"something" is His ability through the Holy Spirit to
provide for our needs. Not too long ago, a Jewish man,
who survived the concentration camps shared with me
several events, dating back to this time in his life, un-
explained events which managed to put some of his
worries to rest. At a time when he required shelter, a
catholic family took him in, at a time when he required
food, a complete stranger gave him a bag
of bread, at a time when he needed cloth-
ing, he came across a discarded bundle
of rags - rags which his grandmother,
being a seamstress, made into clothing
for him and his brother. Somehow the
Lord always finds a way through the
inner working of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord asks us a lot of questions in
today’s Gospel. “Is not life more
important than food and the body more
important than clothing” (Matthew
6:25)?” The Lord had in mind, when He
created mankind, that we would know
Him intimately. So He made us in His
Image. The whole purpose of our living
now is to know God, to polish that image
within us. Life is not what we do in our
day-to-day activities; Life is being conformed to the image
of God’s Son. "Seek first, His Kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.” (Matthew 6:33). Faith in Christ is the very
foundation of our Christian life. It is when we lose faith
and continue to worry over our wants and situations, that
we lose sight of God. Christ reminds us that the things of
this world, our concerns for what we want most in life,
should not concern us more than our desire for God.
“Every good and perfect gift comes down to us from the
Father of Lights”. Our worries and possessions are
merely consequential things, when we realize that we are
made in God’s image and therefore loved and cared for by
the Almighty.

Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky said, "In the Church
where the faithful venerate Christ and place their faith and
trust in Him, the whole spiritual life begins to
flourish. People flock to the Church, the numbers of
those who receive Holy Eucharist increases, vices begin



to slowly disappear from among the people, concord and
love reign as parents come to learn what a treasure their
children are to them, and children learn to love and
respect their parents. With Jesus, among the faithful, all
things begin to change within the Church, just as when
spring arrives and all nature awakens to new life. The
Savior is able to see the fire of love which His heart burns,
being born and growing among the souls of the faithful in
His Church." St. John also reminds us that we love God
for He has first loved us, and in this regard there is
nothing to fear. There is no need to place our worries on
material wealth, when our highest desire, the most
glorious possession any human being can hope to attain
is entering the Kingdom of God. Our worries and
possessions are merely consequentlal thlngs when we
are willing to accept that o
our Lord is the God of all
our needs.

| hired a carpenter to help
me restore an old farm-
house. He had just finished
a rough first day on the job:
a flat tire made him lose an
hour of work, his electric
saw quit, and now his an-
cient pickup truck refused
to start. While | drove him - :
home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited me
in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front door,
he paused briefly at a small tree as if to pray, touching the
tips of the branches with both hands. When opening the
door to his home, he underwent an amazing transformat-
ion. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles, and he
hugged his two small boys and gave his daughter a kiss. |
watched as he listened to his children, and gladly obliged
when he invited me to join them for dinner. While he went
into the kitchen, his 5 years old daughter gave me a gentle
tug on my sweater, and graciously made me an offer to
snuggle her big old teddy bear, which | gladly obliged. |
glanced at pictures on the table and family portraits on the
walls, and | half expected his sons to jump in my lap, when
I sat down in the family rocker, and they asked me to read
to them. The carpenter came back into the living room,
after cooking in the kitchen for some time, and smiled as
he peeked in and said, "Dinner's ready, anybody
hungry"? As his children ran in and nestled around the
table, he asked them, "So who is going to be the first one
to say Grace?" As we prayed together, | could not help
but feel their thankfulness to God. Afterwards, | thanked
his children for a most enjoyable evening, and he walked

me to the car. | could still hear their laughter trail us in the
background. And as we passed the tree he paused at
earlier, my curiosity got the better of me, and | asked him
about what | had seen him do earlier. And how | witnessed
his worries and anxieties from the day just wash
away. "Oh, that's my trouble tree," he replied. "l know |
can't help having troubles on the job, but one thing for
sure, every night before | walk in the door, | pray to God
that my troubles never enter my home. So | just hang
them up on that tree every night, and trust that God will
provide what is needed. Then in the morning, | pray to God
for strength, as | go to pick up my troubles and take them
away. But the funny thing is," he smiled, "When | come
out in the morning to pick them up - there aren't nearly as

many worries and troubles, as | remember hanging up

there the night before!"

How did Jesus find His

way beyond what concern-
ed Him at any moment? The
answer is simple. He
sought and desired His
Heavenly Father above all
things. Jesus prayed,
"Father, if You are willing,
take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but Yours be
done" (Luke 22:42). If we
truly desire to find our way beyond our worries and wants,
we must seek our Lord first and last, and
continuously. When we fail to do this, when we lose
confidence in God, when we desire more the pleasures of
this world, then we lose sight of our relationship with
God. Consider how much we spend on bread for our
bodies, and how little we spend on the Bread of
Life. Think how much we are willing to spend on clothing,
and how little we are willing to clothe the world. Consider
how much we spend on sheltering ourselves from the
storms of this world, and how little we place on sheltering
the care and needs of others. Our Lord told His Disciples,
"Do not fret, asking - What are we to eat? What are we to
drink? You have a Father in Heaven who knows that you
need them all" (Matthew 6:31-32). When arks are built,
lives are saved. When staffs are raised, seas still
open. When a lunch is shared, thousands are fed. And
when a garment is touched, whether by the hand of an
anemic woman in Galilee, or by the prayers of a beggar in
Bangladesh - Jesus stops. He stops and responds to all
those who believe. So brethren, be great believers and
trust in God - little faith will bring our souls to Heaven, but
great faith will bring Heaven to our souls.

Exhibit of Patriarch Joseph Slipyj in USA

This exhibit will take place downstairs next Sun-
day. It is sponsored by Ukrainian Museum and
Library of Stamford. They do not charge us, but it
would be nice to help Ukrainian Museum and Library
in some way. If you have any photo from the visit of
Patriarch Joseph in our parish, please bring with you

Ha ppyry Heginio Oyae BucTaBka Ha [ONMHI,
cnoH3opoBaHa YkpaiHcbkum My3eem i Bibniotekoto
B Ctemchopgai. Bucteka npucesiueHa 50-nittio BigBi-
AvH 6naronokiitHoro Matp. Mocuda Cninoro B 3CA.

O. mcrp. Teppneubkuii 3ragyBaB, WO HeMa HisIKoro
thiHaHcOBOro 3000B’sI3aHHA 3 Haworo Ooky, ane
Oyno 6e nobpe B AKMICb CcNOCI6 AONOMOrTH.

fAkwo maete AKi HeOyAb 3HUMKM 3 1WOro BiABIAUH
Ao Hawoi napoxii B Bochdhano, npocMmo npuHecTu.

Y MUXAUNIBCbKOMY MOHACTWPI
3POBJIATb MEMOPIAJIbHOK 30HOK0
«CTIHY HAPOIHOI MAM’SITI»
3AXUCHUKIB YKPATHU

Bnapa KueBa nnanye 3po6uti MemopianbHy 30Hy
poBkona «CtiHn nam’saTi» Ha TepuTopii Muxannie-
CbKOro MOHaCTUPSA, Ha AKiN, KpiM choTorpacpiii 3armo6-
nux Ha [loHbaci BiNCbKOBMX, OKPEMO pO3MilleHi
cBiTNMHM repoiB HeGecHoi coTHi, noBigomnse
"Peniria B YkpaiHi" 3 nocunaHHam Ha caunt YIL KI1.

Mpo nnann KMOA 7 4yepBHA NOBiOMMB NepLUKm
3actynHuk ronosu KMOA Mukona MMoBOpo3HUK Y
BiANOBIAb Ha iHiLiaTUBY BeTepaHiB 601MOBUX Ail Ha
[oHb6aci, maTepiB i poanyiB 3arudnux BiiCbKOBMX i3
Pi3HUX YKpaiHCbKUX MICT, SIKi NPOBENN MITUHI nif
Oyaisneto MicbKoi paau.

pomapcbKicTe 3anponoHyBana Bnagi Kuesa
3a60pOHMTV NPOBOAUTU pO3BaXanbHi 3axoAu Ha
MwuxainiscbKin nnowi, WwWob Ha uboMy Micui noau
30upanucb Ha pOepxaBHi i peniriiHi ceaTa ans
BLIAHYBaHHSA 3arnbnmx o60poHuUiB YkpaiHu.

«5IKwo He byae noBaru Jo 3arubnux BOIHIB — He
Oyae noBaru fo BeTepaHiB i 40 TUX, XTO 3apa3 BOOE
Ha Cxopi 3a He3anexHicTb i TepuTopianbHy uinic-
HiCTb YKpaiHu, He Oyae noBaru Ao poavHa 3arud-
NNX», — 3a3HAYUB OZMH 3 iHiLiaTOPiB CbOrOAHIIHbLOI
aKuii BonoHtep Maeno Hetbocos.

«Mwu paHiwe, Ha 3ycTpiyi 3 iHiLiaTopaMu, Ka3anu:
Ao [1Hsa pepxaBHOro npanopa, Ao [JHA He3anexHOoCTi
TaM HaBeCTH NOPAAOK, 3pPOOUTU Lii enemMeHTH, nNpo
AKi M1 roBopunu. Ane Mosi gymKa, Lo Lie Tpeda 3po-
OuTK HabaraTo wBmAaLwe i A He 6ayy HiAkUX Npobnem
y Tomy, wob ue 3pobutun. Takox € BignoBiaHi gopy-
yeHHa KMIA, ski KniBpaga nigkpinuTb CBOIM pilueH-
HAM — WoA0 3a60POHM NPOBEAEHHA MAacOBUX 3axXo-
AiB Ha MuxanniBcbKii nnowi, 3a BUHATKOM peniri-
HO-NPOCBITHULbLKUX 3aXOAiB, 3a MOTOMKEHHAM 3
MuxainiBCbkMM  MOHaCTUPEMY, nepLmn
3actynHuk ronosu KMOA Mukona MoBopo3HuUK.

«CTiHy HapogHoi nam’aTi» Ha cTiHi Muxannis-
CbKOr0 MOHACTUpA B NaM'ATb Npo 3arnbnux y 6osax
3a YkpaiHy Big 2014 poky Biakpunu 29 cepnHsa 2015
pOKY Ha nepLui pokoBuHU InoBancbKoi Tparepii.

(PICY)


https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9D%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BD%D1%8F
http://www.religion.in.ua/
https://www.cerkva.info/posts

“CALL TO PRAYER IN OUR FAMILIES”

We call upon all Christian families to nurture
shared morning and evening prayer in the family
circle. Especially we encourage you to gather
together and pray as a family in your homes at
9:00 o’clock in the evening (regardless of time
zones). We should pray, each one for their needs:
for the family as well as the parish, for the eparchy
and the entire Church, for peace in Ukraine and
USA, for vocations and other intentions. Let us
pray together, with reflection on God’s Word, in
selfless service and with trust in God!

Prayers:

In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Three times.)

Glory be to You, our God; glory be to You!

O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth! You
are everywhere present and fill all things. Treasury
of Blessings and Giver of Life, come and dwell
within us, cleanse us of all stain, and save our
souls, O gracious Lord.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us. (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father + and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; O Lord,
cleanse us of our sins; O Master forgive our
transgressions; O Holy One, come to us and heal
our infirmities for your Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy! (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father + and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.

Hail Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the Lord is with
you. Blessed are you among women and blessed
is the fruit of your womb; for you gave birth to
Christ, the Savior and Redeemer of our souls.

In the name of the Father and ... Amen. (3 times.)

“3AKNUK 0O MOJINTBKU Y BALLMX POOUHAX”

3aKnMKaemMo YCi Hawi XPUCTUAHCLKI POAUHM
nneKkaTy CninbHy PaHilHIO i BEYipHIO MONUTBY B
poauHHoMy koni. OcobnuBo 3aoxouyemo Bac
36MpaTMCb POAUHOLO Ha CMiNbHY MONMUTBY Y CBOIX
AoMiBKax 0 9 roauHi Beyopa (HesanexHo Bif Yyaco-
Boro noscy). MonuTucb Maemo, KOXeH 3a CBOI
noTpedu: 3a poavHy Ta napadito, enapxito Ta Liny
Hawy LlepkBy, 3a mup B YkpaiHi i CLUA, 3a noknu-
KaHHS, Ta iHwWi HamipeHHs. ToMy pa3om Monimcs,
y po3Baxanmo Hag CnoBom Boxum, y xepToBHO-
My CNnyXiHHi oAMH ogHoMy Ta y foBip’i ao bora!

MonuTsu:

B iM’a OTuga i CuHa, i Ceatoro flyxa (3 p.).

CnaBa Tob6i, Boxe Haw, cnasa Tobi.

Llapto HeGecHuR, yTiwmTento, flywe icTuHM, * WwWo
BCHOAM €CM | BCE HanoBHSAELW,* ckapbe Aibp i XuTTA
nogatento,* npunam i Bcenucs B Hac,” i ouynctu
Hac BifA yCAKOi CKBepHW,* i cnacu, bnarun, gywi
HaLui.

Ceatnii boxe, cBatun Kpinkui, ceatuin bes-
CMepTHUI, noMunyu Hac (3 p.).

Cnasa Otuto, i CuHy, i CBsiTomy [lyxoBi,* i HUHI i
NOBCAKYAC, i HA BikN Bi4Hi. AMiHb.

Mpecsaita Tponue, nomunyn Hac;* ocnoaw,
OYUCTM rpixm Hawi;* Bnaguko, npocTn 6e33aKOHHA
Hawi;* CBATWNA, 3aBiTal i 3Linu HemMoui HaLi iMeHK
TBOrO pagu.

locnoau, nomunyi (3 p.).

Cnasa Otuto, i CuHy, i CBsitomy [lyxoBi,* i HUHI i
NOBCAKYAC, i HA BikN Bi4Hi. AMiHb.

OTye Haw, Wo ecu Ha Hebecax,* Hexan CBATUTb-
ca iM’A TBOE,* Hexan npuige LAPCTBO TBOE,*
Hexaun Oyae Bons TBOSA, AK Ha HeOi, Tak i Ha 3emni.*
Xni6 Haw HacywHwWit Aan Ham CbLOroAHi,* i npocTu
HaM NPOBWHM Hali,* K i MW NpoLLAEMO BMHYBaT-
UAM Hawum,* i He BBeAM Hac y Cnokycy,* ane
BM3BOJIM HacC Bif NyKaBoro.

Boropoauue [liBo, papyiicsa, bnarogatHa Mapie,
lFocnopb 3 Toboro, GnarocnoBeHHa Tu Mix XiHka-
MM, i 6narocnoBeHHMi nnig noHa Teoro, 60 Tu
nopoauna Xpucrta Cnaca, I36aButens ayw Hawmx.

B im’st OTusn i CuHa, i Cesitoro flyxa. AMiHb (3 p.)

Prayer in Our Parishes and in Our Families
(Most Rev. Benedict Aleksiychuk, Eparch of Chicago)

In the last few years in our Church we often mention the
“Vibrant Parish” strategy. In my opinion, one sign of a
vibrant parish lies in its ability to give life and give birth to
new, living, vibrant parishioners. A dead or dying parish
is unable to give birth to new parishioners, or, will give
birth to parishioners who are spiritually dead. In my view,
a living parish exists when there are two dimensions
present in it - vertical and horizontal. The vertical
dimension is reflected in our relationship with God,
especially in prayer, both
personal and communal.
The horizontal dimension
is that which we underline
by the term coGopHicTb
(sobornist’) (catholicity,
conciliarism,  together-
ness) and this entails
firstly, communal prayer,
but also communal work
and the diversity of acti-
vities in the parish.

| want now to turn your
attention firstly to the
vertical dimension, which
| regard as the most
essential. If we are sin-
cere with ourselves, we
will admit that we cannot
fully appreciate the im-
portance and value of
prayer for us. In our Church, -
| have never heard that a priest has ever received an
ecclesiastical award because of the exemplary liturgical
services he celebrates in his parish, or because of the
high level of his own his personal prayer life.

In speaking about our prayer life, we have to admit that
we all have difficulty. Very often, we imagine to ourselves
an image of God that is incorrect and that generates a fear
of Him in us; a fear that the Lord will make demands of us,
or take something we possess away from us. Often we
don’t want to pray because prayer is an encounter with
God, like a mirror in which we are afraid to see ourselves
in the reality of our true state. In a similar way, a sick
person is often afraid to visit his doctor because he is
afraid of the diagnosis he may make. In Ukrainian there is
a saying that “what the eyes do not see will not give pain
to the heart”.

From our experience it is possible to analyze and
measure everything that touches our physical life. It is the
same with prayer, inasmuch as we can measure how
much time we dedicate to praying. We have 24 hours in
our day, and seven days in our week, totaling 168 hours.
The average parishioner in our church spends around 1.5
hours in church on Sunday. Hopefully he also spends at
least 5 - 7 minutes in prayer morning and evening -
another 1.5 hours. Together this makes 3 hours of prayer
in aweek. However, is this truly the case? If so, this paints
a sorry picture of our prayer life. According to this
measure we give only 2% of our time to God, while we
devote 98% of our time to our
earthly life and cares,
which sooner or later we
will have to leave behind at
any rate.

The average Protestant
Christian, by example,
spends 4 hours a week in
church, not counting
private prayer at home.
Yet, for us, if the Sunday
Divine Liturgy stretches a
little beyond an hour, we
complain that it is too long!
An observant Jew spends
a half hour in prayer in the
morning and another half
hour in the evening in
addition to six hours in
synagogue on the
Sabbath. We know also

4 " that the majority of Muslims
pray 5 7 tlmes dally How often and how long do we pray
on a daily basis? In fact, Muslims adopted the practice of
praying 7 times a day from Christians. Today in our
Church, the practice of praying 7 times during the course
of a day remains only in monasteries.

Are we faithfully investing our time? Certainly, if our
prayer life was our personal business, we wouldn’t be so
lax. No thinking person would invest his money in an
unprofitable venture, yet we invest almost all our life and
our time in something that has no prospects for the future.
We realize this, yet we still persist in investing our unique
life in something that is completely unprofitable. As sad
as it appears, yet statistics show us that, in reality, it is
our earthly life that captures our interest and attention and
not God or abiding with Him. From this we can clearly
understand that we are not very interested in living our



lives with God. What will eternity be like then, where we
will spend “24 hours a day, seven days a week” with God,
forever? Therefore, in order that we learn to love God
more, it is imperative that we learn to love less, that which
is of the earth, to spend less time tied to earthly things,
and more time to things that are eternal. What must we
do? We must find time for God, that is in prayer, both
personal and communal.

God is a living God, and whenever we encounter God -
and prayer is an encounter with God - it follows that our
parishes, our monasteries, our eparchies, will be alive as
well. When we pray everything in us becomes revived.
Catechism will be revived, missionary outreach will take
place, our parishes will be alive with social and charitable
service. Again | emphasize, we will have vibrant parishes
and a vibrant eparchy only when we maintain a constant
relationship with the Fountain of Life. Because the Lord is
alive and only He can enliven us. Forgive me for stating
categorically, that without personal prayer and communal
prayer in our parishes, we can achieve nothing good.
Even the best thought out plans, decisions and strategies
will not produce the desired fruit, they will be dead. It is
worthwhile here to recall the words of His Beatitude
Lubomyr Husar, which he often repeated: “Work as if
everything depended on you, and pray as if everything
depended on God.”

We can’t do much using a computer that is “offline”; a
car no matter how shiny and expensive, won’t go
anyplace without gas; even the latest model of the I
Phone, if we don’t charge up the battery, will be useless
to us before too long. So it is with each of us: if we are
“offline” as far as God is concerned, we won't be able to
achieve anything really good. In my view, saints are those
who always managed to be “online” with God. Many times
the saints, without having access to many resources or
any outside aid and having minimal influence on the
powers that be, did great things, that under normal
circumstances would have cost millions of dollars. Why
were these individuals successful? Because they were
truly “poor” in God.

Our brain is insufficient to always be sure of making
good and wise decisions. We must unite ourselves to God
through prayer to draw strength and energy from Him. In
my humble opinion, both Europe and America will be able
to function for a awhile yet on the foundation of those
“accumulators” or “batteries” that were formed in the last
centuries thanks to Christianity. However, this cannot
continue for much longer. If there is no unity with God,
then inevitably, new ideologies will appear. Examples
from history readily come to mind: nazism, communism

and others. We see growing signs of this in our
modern society again today. Because if we do
not believe in the One Living God, we will create
others gods for ourselves.

Every one of us, our parishes, our entire
eparchy must be always “online” with God, so
that we can be “recharged” through prayer and
always draw upon the energy and grace of God.
If we depend solely on our own ideas, plans and
strategies, we will not go far, our “batteries” will
quickly run dry. At one time Adam and Eve
desired to live independently from God and this
led to a great loss and fall. For this reason Jesus
Christ came to us, to restore this lost unity to
us. The Lord became a human being in order
that we would be able to be participants in the

Divine life, so that human beings would become capable

of life with God.

Therefore, my belief is very e
simple: if we desire a vibrant
Church and vibrant parishes we
must begin to pray. We must all do
this beginning with me, the bishop
and the priests, deacons, religious
and faithful. When we place prayer
and liturgy in their rightful place of
first priority, then everything else
will fall into place. Outdoors, when
| seek warmth, | face the sun. If
there is an obstacle placed
between me and the sun, then the
sun’s rays cannot reach me. If |
desire the sun to warm me even
more, | will stand where it shines
brightly with no obstacles to its
rays. The sun always shines, yet
sometimes the clouds block it from
us. As St. Augustine said: “God
has done everything for us and our
salvation”. We must make time to
spend in prayer with the Lord.
When | pray | open myself to Him
and God’s light enlightens me.
Then, | am certain of how | must act,
how | must live, which strategy to
choose, which social project to
engage in, when to speak and when
to listen, when to stand on principle
and when, out of love, to overlook
the shortcomings of others.

VIBRAN I

PARISH

In prayer we experience God in a personal and
direct way. God possesses all the knowledge and
the answers we need: what, how and when to act,
and how not to act. In prayer we gain not only
knowledge, we also receive a new experience of
God. The more we prayer, the deeper becomes
our “being” with God, our abiding in Him; we are
always “online” with Him. In prayer, we, not only
individually, but collectively, as a parish and
eparchy, gain the answers we seek. When each of
us turns toward the one and the same God, He
speaks to each in the same way and reveals the
same message to each of us. For the individual
and for the entire community, He points to that
which is truly good.

“Liturgical prayer is the life of all of God’s

people, of its very nature it is ‘with the people’

Hapo.ql-loro and not clerical, which is demonstrated by

the etymology of this word.
Therefore, it is necessary to
evade all clericalism, so that the
liturgy would break down all
barriers, creating a community
which includes everyone as
participants.” Pope Francis
addressed these words on 24
August, 2017 to the participants
of the 68th National Liturgical
., Week in Italy. Examining the
. history of our Church, we see all
| the grandfathers and grand-
mothers, who, thanks to the
i1 liturgical services celebrated in

| their parish churches, grew in
Christian virtues, passed the
Faith to the succeeding generat-
.| ion and became witnesses to
¢ 1| their Faith even to the point of
o martyrdom. Of course, no decree
or proclamation promulgated
will not instruct us in prayer, if
we do not begin to pray our-
selves. We are all capable of, and
indeed, it is necessary for each
of us to desire to learn to pray, to
find time for this. Then, no one
but the Lord Himself will teach
us how to pray.

Pope Francis also underlined
the fact that: “That Church that

prays gathers everyone to herself, whose heart is open to
the Gospel without turning anyone away: the great and
small, rich and poor, children and elders, righteous and
sinners. The liturgical gathering “overcomes every barrier
of age, race, language and nationality in the name of
Christ. It is a bitter truth, however, that Christ has been
relegated to the periphery in the life of the average
parishioner in our churches. Many feel that God should
not be allowed to overly ‘interfere’ in their daily life.
People habitually insist that they believe in God, but in
reality they act as if God truly did not exist. This is the
result of contemporary secular ideology that has left its
mark on the life of the Church. Therefore, | think we have
no need of adapting ourselves to our contemporary
secularized world by devising new prayers or new
liturgical services. It is much more necessary for us rather
to rediscover the true content, sense and power of
personal prayer and the liturgical services we already
possess. It is not for us to alter the liturgical services to
fit the individual, but rather to alter the individual to fit the
liturgical services, in other words, to fit God.

When we rediscover the value of personal prayer and
the true meaning and power in our liturgical services,
when our prayer life (God) becomes the foundation of our
world view, only then will we discover a powerful
resistance to secularism. So, there is nothing more
important for us in our parishes and in our Stamford
Eparchy than a true return to the Truth, the Light and the
Life, that is, a return to Christ, whom we encounter in
prayer.

We all live the material world that influences us and
makes us materialistic. Each of us looks upon things in a
subjective, dependent way, which compels us to think
about and approach questions in a fragmented way. We
do not possess the capability of looking at life, people or
things in their entirety. This is why prayer is so essential
in our life, so that we can be freed from our dependencies.
True freedom lies in freeing ourselves from whatever
binds us. Human science often tells us that intellect leads
to freedom and truth. However, our intellect limits our
ability to see ourselves. We attempt to understand
ourselves by means of our imperfect human reason.
Humans, being imperfect, desire to act perfectly. When we
have a weak relationship with God, then of course, we will
look upon the world through the lens of our personal
imperfection.

When we begin to live a life of prayer,
then we draw directly
from the wisdom of God. (to be cont)



