wee

Things-are
changing
for
normal.
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It is time to come back to the
church. The pews are waiting!
Yac npunti Hasaa po Liepkeu!!!

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIEKA
EPKBA GRATOIO MHKOAAA

MIA OIIKOK
MPEYHUCTOI AIBH
MAPIT OQAITITPIT  iipdx

UNDER THE
PROTEGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD

GHURGH BULLETIN

June 14 — 2020 — 14 Yepsus
IIEPKOBHHUH BIGHUK

wedding of
Marianna
Vityk and
Jacob E.
Smith
The church
is now
waiting
for the
new events
Yekaemo Ha
HOBI nmoail
y Hawin
LiepKBi




GHURGH BULLETIN

June 14 — PYIPIV] — 14 Yepens

ILE6PKORHNH BIGHHK
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 OM +Zoya, Tomko Kuryluk & Orest, Luke
KuryIuk & Family (Terech Family)

14 YepBHs: Hegina Beix CBATUX

10:00 p. For Parishioners - 3aﬂapoxm|-|
Mo YkpaiHcbku ~ § F

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

Lippes
Mathlas

Wexler Friedman Lt

Albany | Buffalo | Flonda | Nevy York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

21 \-IepBHﬂ 2 H. no 3icnaHHi CBﬂTOFO nyxa

lippes.com

Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

S >
oward M
annan
th 100°/eMac?r?:;
e
Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee!

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com =W

2

10: 00 Enllsh & Ukr thurgy in Ukr. & Moleben
Monday, June 15 YepsHs, MoHeainok
9:00 AM + Jlecs Jlucak TeBoHtok (O. YUmona)

Tuesday, June 16 YepBHs, BiBTopok
9:00 AM +Mapis Mpouuk (cvH 3 poanHOLO)
Wednesday, June 17 YepeHs, Cepena

10:00 AM +Shirley Pfalzgraf (Mary Ann DuBois) - 40 d.

Thursday, June 18 YepBHs, YeTtBep
9:00 AM Intention of the donor

Friday, June 19 YepBHs, [T’'aTHnus
9:00 AM Ha Bcske npoweHHsi — MHoras Jlita!

(66 piunmnus wnioby MapkisHa i Nigii Ctactok)
Saturday, June 20 YepBHs, CyboTa

9:00 AM +/Aocud A. Mpoumk (Fans Lynesckka)
4 30 PM Intention of Chrlstopher & Julle Glascott

10:00 p. +Aocud NickeBuy (Poauna) - 40 feHb
+Joseph L|sk|eW|cz (Famlly) 40 day
10:00 p. Mo YkpaiHCbku ~ § A

We are streaming Divine Liturgy in English
Saturday at 4:30 and in Ukrainian Sunday at 10
AM. Also there is Streaming for Moleben
Sunday at noon in Engl. & Ukr., Please go to our
webpage and on the opening page at left CLICK
on:

Live Stream
MoxHa 6auuTu CB. JliTyprito no iHTepHeTi

Ilo Ykpaincbu — Y Heaimro: 10:00 p.
HA ’KUBO - LIVE STREAM

https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
CHFrKKv_GWs6U-EfD7TctIA/live

11: 30 Enllsh & Ukr - Moleben to Christ L. of M.

In English — On Saturday: 4:30 PM

Biune Caitno B yectb 1. [I. Mapii
loputb 3a +Mapii | ®ununa MNpoumk
MoxepTtBa: CuH 3 pognHOI0

Eternal Light Burns for all those

"% who are affected by Covid-19.
*<&* May the Lord heal them and
. # Holy Theotokos protect them!
¥ 3a BCiX TUX, L0 NocTpaxaanu

| CTpaxAaThb Bif KOPOHU BipycCy.

Thank You and God bless You
For sending your church envelopes!
We still need to pay our bills,
but we all know your generosity.
Hopefully everything will be normal soon.

CeppaeyHa nogsika BCiM Bam, WO BUCNanu
cBoi koBepTu. 1 oobpe 3Hato Bawy xepT-
BeHHicTb! Xau M'ocnoab bnarocnosuts!
OueBMAHO [ATKU 3MEHLWIMNINCA, ane
He3afoBro Bce Npunae A0 HOPManbHOro.

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

e COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS *
m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS
; WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
& TIRES BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
sare MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

829-1574 8257428  827-8895

PHONE 893-1025

-

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

<% ;’})
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHFrKKv_GWs6U-EfD7TctIA/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHFrKKv_GWs6U-EfD7TctIA/live
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

M A Ry I(Ay The Best Times to Reach Me

Call me any time!
I look forward to
hearing from you.

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant
MARY KAY
3498 Stevenson Court I I

Wheatfield NY 14120
(716) 628-7882

uscheidle@vérizon.net .
www.marykay.com/uscheidle

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

WWW. eurodellsausage com

For All of Your Old
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:

Bologna # Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter » Condiments  Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieis
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink  Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., m\‘ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Armort Plaza) E% Amhexst (Getzville Plaza)
630-013 = 688-1495

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR|

(716) 578- 8185
112 DELAWAR
TONAWANDA

www.redstarautomotive.com

UkraINIAN M. YipaiHcbkA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V_ OENEPANTbHA KPEQUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money
with lower rates on loans, make money with higher
interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NMEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYTY
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKM | TO3UKV | KPEAUTH HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAAM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www. ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHedinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHei ro cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
loH., eismopok, yemeep 3 siemopka no yemesep
Friday / M'am+uus Friday / M'am+uus
| 9:30am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.
L)

DNIPRO m AOHINPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Guidelines
for Opening Parish Churches
and Resuming Public Services

1. The church should be cleaned/sanltlzed
before each service when the public may be
present, especially those areas and surfaces
that are commonly used and touched
(bathrooms, railings, doors, pew backs, etc.).

2. Social distancing must be observed by laity.
Please consider 1/3 of total church capacity as
the maximum number of persons that may be
present at any given Divine Liturgy or other
service. Be aware that in your area the civic
authorities may limit the number of attendees to
a specific number.

3. Prayer books and liturgy books are to be
removed from the pews. The faithful may bring
their own personal prayer books from home.

4. Social distancing of 6 feet (2 meters) must
be maintained: a) between non-family members
while in the pews; b) while standing or moving
in the aisles.

5. Wearing face masks is strongly recom-
mended for the laity. Priests are obliged to wear
masks while preparing the holy gifts on the
Preparation table and while distributing Holy
Communion.

6. Veneration of icons and crosses by should
be done without touching or kissing them.

7. The faithful are not to attend church
services if they are feeling ill. They should not
greet one another with handshakes and should
leave the church immediately following the
completion of the service.

8. Please remind the faithful that because of
the ongoing public health crisis, they are not
bound by the Sunday obligation to attend
church services. Dispensation from Sunday
Liturgy obligation remains valid until further
notice.

9. When distributing Holy Communion with a
golden spoon please instruct those who choose
to receive to open their mouths wide, not to
touch the spoon, and not to cough or sneeze
upon it. The spoon must be sanitized
immediately after each communicant by wiping
it with a cloth soaked in pure alcohol. A
disposable wooden spoon may also be used for
distributing Holy Communion. A separate
wooden spoon is to be used for each
communicant. They should be disposed of
following the service by burning. Please remind
the faithful that they should not feel obliged to
come forward for Holy Communion if they are
uneasy about receiving.

10. Celebrations of weddings, baptism and
funerals are allowed if all the precautions listed
above are observed.

11. Collections baskets are to be left in de-
signated places where parishioners may leave
their offerings.

12. Live-streaming of liturgical services
should continue for the time being as many
faithful might be uneasy in attending personally.

13. Please consider other precautionary
measures to help ensure that our churches are
safe and everyone’s good health is maintained.

Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Bishop of Stamford



REPENTANCE IS THE KEY TO A
QUALITATIVELY NEW LEVEL OF

PRAYER, HEAD OF THE UGCC

In the third part of the program His Beatitude
Sviatoslav: #clearly_about_complicated the Head of
the UGCC reflected on the next stage of Christian
prayer - repentance. The Head of the Church
emphasized that it is at this stage of prayer that the
Lord enters our spiritual world with His light and
begins to illuminate it.The UGCC Department for
Information report.

B MOJIUTBI
MNOKAAHHA MU €
3AMNMPOLUEHI CTATH

NEPEA, rOCNoAOM
EOrOM B YCIN
NPABJJ MPO CEBE

Pme  HOOCTYNHO_NPO_Baxnuvse

We call repentance a person's approach to God.
"Every time we try to free ourselves from our own
difficulties and sins, when we take a step towards
the Lord God, we repent,” the Primate explained.

St. Augustine compared the inner world of man
with the underground labyrinths, which have many
interesting inner passages. As the Head of the UGCC
noted, we often do not even know and are not aware
of those passages, labyrinths, and tunnels.
However, it is our prayer of repentance that allows
God to enter our inner world and enlighten it.

The Primate warned against a possible attempt by
a prayer man to present himself to God as better
than he really is. The bishop believes that there is no
need to hide anything from the Lord. "Only then our
prayer will be true and sincere. And the Lord God,
seeing our sincerity, will open our heart to Him, will

approach us, enlighten us, heal us, lift us up,” said
the Head of the UGCC.

Repentance is the key to moving to a qualitatively
new level of prayer. By asking God for forgiveness
of all sins, a prayer man will better understand how
to pray further.

Concluding the third lesson about prayer, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav emphasized that by standing
before God in all the truth about ourselves, we will
be able to know the fullness of the truth about our
God, who is our Father. "May the Lord God visit each
of you, and the prayer of repentance will make us
better, healthier, and capable of growing in our
spiritual life!" - The Head of the UGCC wished in
conclusion.

We remind you that on May 16, 2020, the UGCC
launched a new video project His Beatitude Sviato-
slav: #clearly_about_complicated

In it, the Head of the UGCC explains important
Christian truths. The first parts of the project are
dedicated to prayer. You can watch new programs of
the project every Saturday at 21:00 on Zhyve.TV
channel on YouTube or Zhyve.TV page on Facebook.

U

PenirinHo-iHpopmauinHa
cnyx6a YKpaiHu

FROM NOW ON,
READ RISU NEWS AND ARTICLES
ON THE NEW RISU.UA PORTAL

On June 2, 2020, RISU editorial staff launched a
new portal - RISU.UA. There you can read all the
news and articles, including the previous ones.

Please, let us know if you have problems
accessing specific materials, and we will help you
find them.

Soon, the old RISU portal will be disconnected.

Thank you for staying with us!

Under farther notice.
e Thank you for your help and patronage!
e Thanks - are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. NOW CLOSED!

Until we meet God willing ...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money OT
for our Church op 5

by purchasing =t

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in
Tops anyway, w hy not help. You do not
lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive
back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, call the rectory.
Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.
* % %

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawrtbest Kaproukn 3
kpamuuni "Tonc". Kynyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepksi. Lust Bac He poOuTh pizHuni 4n
BH IUIATHJIM TPIllIMH Y KaPTOYKOI0, ajie
nepkBa gicrane Big ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oxep:xuth $50. Illo 6 3akynuTH ciin
3BepTaTHCcH 10 KaHueasipii. {axkyemo!

Taxkox npuragyemo, mo i€ KapToy-
KO0 MOKHA KyNyBaTH OeH3HMHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
IEPK. BIGHHUK Bunaerbcst THAKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogasaTu 10 YerBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTTKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPIT OAITITPIT)

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepea Cs. Jlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micAuiB ckoplue

Religion classes - Peniriina lNporpama
Closed under farther notice

Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory

PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSILLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebhound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/repentance_is_the_key_to_a_qualitatively_new_level_of_prayer_head_of_the_ugcc_clearlyiabouticomplicated_89842.html
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/repentance_is_the_key_to_a_qualitatively_new_level_of_prayer_head_of_the_ugcc_clearlyiabouticomplicated_89842.html
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
https://risu.ua/en/

IN LVIV, THE PERMANENT SYNOD OF THE
UGCC DISCUSSES PASTORAL CARE IN
TIMES OF PANDEMIC

On May 25, 2020, the working sessions of the
Permanent Synod of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church have started at the Patriarchal House in Lviv.
This is reported by theUGCC Information
Department.

The working sessions of the permanent Synod of
the UGCC are chaired by the Head of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church, His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
Participating in its work are the Synod member
Bishop Theodore Martynyuk, auxiliary Bishop of the
Ternopil-Zboriv Archdiocese, and two Deputy
Members of the Permanent Synod: Bishop Igor
Voznyak, Archbishop and Metropolitan of Lviv, and
Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz, Eparch of Sambir-Droho-
bych. The participation of deputies is due to
quarantine restrictions imposed to curb the spread
of the pandemic and is also due to the inability of
members of the Permanent Synod to cross national
borders because of the lockdown.

The Secretary of the Synod of Bishops of the
UGCC, Bishop Bohdan Dzyurakh, also takes part in
the meetings.

On the first day of their work, the bishops
familiarized themselves with the current state of
monasticism of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, which was reported by the Patriarchal
Commission on Monasticism of the UGCC, led by
Bishop Mykhailo Bubniy, Exarch of Odessa.

Bishop Kenneth Novakovsky, Eparch of London,
presented the activities of the Council for Spiritual

Care, and Bishop Bohdan Danylo, Eparch of Parma,
together with the Patriarchal Commission for Clergy,
reported on the state of the clergy in modern
pastoral conditions, and especially on the develop-
ment of vocations to the priesthood. At the end of
the working day, a presentation was made on the life
and activities of the Social Department of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, headed by Bishop
Vasyl Tuchapets.

Also, the Synodal fathers will consider proposals
for holding a Synod of Bishops of the UGCC in 2020
and the current state of the Church's pastoral care in
the context of quarantine, the spread of the
pandemic and its consequences.

The session of the Permanent Synod of the UGCC
will last until May 27.

It should be noted that the Permanent Synod
assists the Head of the UGCC in matters of ordinary
administration or in solving urgent matters of the
Church.

HEAD OF UGCC URGED MINISTRY OF
HEALTH NOT TO EXCLUDE RELIGIOUS
AND MORAL DISCIPLINES FROM
CURRICULUM

The Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, expressed concern that in
compliance with Decree No. 641 of the Ministry of
Education and Science of Ukraine dated May 18,
2020, the commissions responsible for disciplines
that have an impact on worldview formation shall be
dismissed.

This is stated in a separate Address by the Head
of the Church "the Future of our Church, Ukraine and
the people depends on the education and upbringing
of our children," the UGCC Information Department
reports.

The appeal is directed to parents, caregivers and
all people of good will who are engaged in raising
children.

The appeal, in particular, refers to the Commission
on Philosophical and Ideological disciplines, the
Commission on Ethics and the Commission on
Christian Ethics.

nasa YKL y aexb CBatoro [lyxa:
«CborogHi CsiTun [lyx BigKpnBae Ham
npupoay Xpucrosoi Liepkeu: Liepksa -
ikoHa lMpecBsaToi Tponui»

CborogHi, y gpyrun geHb cBfita [TatpecATHMU,
MU 3BepTaEMo yBary Ha ocoby CeaToro [lyxa. Buopa
MM NepexMBany noaito oro cXomKeHHs, a CbOroaHi
LlepkBa 3anpouwye Hac NOrnsAHYTH Ha Te, KM € [yx
CBATUN, AKMIA 3iMwoB Ha anoctoniB. Koro BiH Ham
o6’aBnAe? A BiATaK - AKy neyaTb Haworo Bora-
TBOpUA MU HOCUMO Y CBOili icToTi ik Moro o6pas?
Ha ubomMy HaronocuB cborogHi, y noHeginok Ces-
Toro [flyxa, Oteub i FnaBa YkpaiHcbkoi peko-Karo-
nuubkoi Llepkeu BnaxeHHiwunih CeaTocnas nig vac
nponogifi Ao BipHux y Matpiapwomy aomi y JIbBOBI.
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Oyx CBATUW, Kaxe nNponoBiAHUK, € TpeTbol
ocoboto lMpecesAToi Tpouui. BiH Ham 00’siBNsE, WO
Haw Bor € oauH, wo BiH He € camoTHIM. Mu Bipumo
B eauHoro bora y Tpbox ocobax: Otus, CuHa i
Cearoro fyxa.

«Haw Bor € nw6op’to, TpoiuHol no6oB’w. Le
noboB, Aka cebe gapye iHwWiW ocobi. Tomy Ceari
Otui roBopunu, wWo fAK MU cnornagaemo Ceaty
Tpoiuto, To 6aunmo, Wo KoxHa Boxa ocoba xuBe i
icHye B iHWIiW ocobi. OTeub, AKUA € MKepenom
BCbOro, Hapomkye CuHa i guxaHHs Cesatoro [yxa.
BiH cnounBae B CuHi», - gogae asa Liepksu.

3a noro cnosamu, TaiHcTBO [MpeceaAToi Tponui
00’ABNAETLCA B AyXKe LjikaBuA cnocid: bor wykae

micus, Wwob 3amewkatu B noguHi. Kaxe Xpucroc:
«XTo niobutb MeHe i 3anoBigi Moi 36epirae, Toro
Oteupb Min nono6uts. | Mu npuitgemo A0 HBOrO i B
HbOMY 3aKNafieMo XUTNOY.

«[ocnogb Bor ctBOpUB NKOAKMHY K Xpam Boxuit.
CtBOpMB NIOANHY AK €AMHY iCTOTY Y BUAUMOMY i
HeBMOMMOMY CBITi, fika MOXe BMICTUTM y COOi
TaiHcTBo NpecBAToi Tponui. My cTBOpeHi Ha obpa3 i
nogodby TpoiyHoro OyTTa. Llo6 6yt coboto,
nogvHa NOBUHHA peanisyBatu TPOiYHMIA oOpa3 B
0COOMCTOMY XWUTTi», - MNOSACHIE bBnaxeHHiwwi
CeATtocnas.

«CTBOpeHa Ha 0Opa3 boxuii, nognHa NOKNMKaHa
nbutn i 6yt nwobneHow. JlOGUTM O3Havae
nepeHecTu LieHTp cBoro "s" Big cebe B Ty 0coby, AKy
A nmobn. Bknactu cebe B iHworo. Jlnwe Takum
YMHOM JNOAMHA MOXe 3PO3yMiTHU, KUM BOHa € i Ans
yoro xuBe. CnoBo "nwb6oB" y CbOrogHilUHLOMY
CBITi 3HeUiHeHe. [Insa ntogei cnoso "noUTU" YacTo
O3Havae nogbaru Tinbku npo cebe. Ton Bor, sikoro
Ham o0’senae [yx Ceatui, bBor-Tpoiius, €
BoxecTBeHHO NOOOB’I0, fika € AapoM cebe iHwWin
NIOOWHI», - HAaroNIOCMB NPONOBIGHNUK .

BnactuBo, Taka 3patHicTb i moTpe6a noAWHM
NOOUTU € OCHOBHOW ii OYTTA AK CyCNinbHOI icTOTH.
Ha nymky BnaxeHHiworo CssiTocnaBa, NOAUHA
3aBXgu noTpebye cninbHOTW. «Y Hill BOHA BiguyBae
npocTip, y AKOMY 34aTHa 3AIMCHATM CBOE NParHeHHs
i notpeby: nwbutn i OyTM nrobGneHow», -
nepeKoHaHUM BiH.

Oteub i MmaBa YIKL 3a3HauuB, WO cbOrogHi Mu
nepexuBaemo cBAto Cestoro [lyxa B ocobnuemx
obcTaBuHax, No3asK AOBrui Yac Oynu Ha KapaHTUHI
Ta camoisonauii. Mu cnyxanuca nikapis, fKi
cKasanu, Wo €AUHMIA CNoCcio NPUNMHMTU NOWKUPEHHSA
XBOPOOM — L€ NPUNUHUTUA CYCMiNIbHUA KOHTAKT,
TOOTO NPUNUHMTU 3yCTPIYaTUCA 3 IHWIMMU NIOABMW.

MoxnuBo, 3apa3 € ToW Yac, NpUNyckae BiH, KONK
MM 0COONMBO BiAYyBaEMO, WO NOTPebyeEMO iHWOro
Ans Toro, Wwob 6yTn cobot. «Mu BYopa bauunu, sk
NAN TIWKWNKCSA, KONM MOTNU HapewTi 6yTn pasom
Ha CBATi, 04eBUAHO, 30epiraloum AUCTaHLII0 W iHLWi
npaBuna camo3axucty. Mu Tak notpebyemo OyTu
pasom! Mu Tak noTpebyemo OyTM cninbHOTOK!» -
cka3aB NpOnoOBIAHMUK.
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«TpoiyHicTb OYTTA NIOAWHM — 3 OQHOrO OOKY, a 3
iHworo - cuna i pifsHHA CeaAtoro [lyxa, fka
BigkpuBae Ham [lpecsary Tponuto, Tex ob’aABnse
Ham npupopay Xpucrosoi Liepksu: LlepkBa — Le ikoHa
MpecsaTtoi Tpouui. Came ToMy 3a CBOEIO NPUPOAOID
LlepkBa — Ue cninbHOTa, fika 30Mpae nogen i BUNTb
X nodutn. BoHa HanoBHsie ix [dyxom CBATUM.
TinbKM y Takin CRiNbHOTI NoAUHA MOXe OTPUMATK
KUTTSA | XKUTU BNOBHI», — NOSICHWUB NPONOBIGHUK.

«[pocimo cborogHi flyxa Cesatoro, Wwob gonomir
HaM HaBuuTUCA NobuTK. MNpocimo, Wwob BiH gonomir
30IMCHUTM Halle MparHeHHA i noTpedy: NOUTK i
oyTun nrodneHumy», — gopas Mpeacrosatens YIKL.

«Hacamnepepn Hexan CBAaTMI [lyx nonomoxe Ham
3po3yMiTh, Wwo ToKl, XTO NepLwmnM Hac NontobmB i aaB
cebe 3a Hac i Ham, € Haw MNocnoab: OTeub, CuH i dyx
CeaAtui. bor nepwumm Hac nono6us i aaB Ham [lyxa
CeaAToro — gyxa nto6oBi. Hexan Ta nio60B gonomoxe
Ham Bce NepexuTn, yce nepetpuBatu. Xal gono-
MoOXe BiguyTtu, Wwo cnpasai Ta boxa noboB € BiY-
HOHKO, XKUTTEAANHOLO | HIKONKN He NepeMMUHAE CUNOIO i
pisHHAM Cestoro [lyxa», - nobaxas bnaxeHHiwmui
CeatocnaB. - (Hden. indopmauii YIKL)

Liturgical spoons existed from at least the sixth-
seventh century. But it does not mean that they were used
for Communion. In fact, canon 101 of the Penthekte Synod
(691-692) prohibits the use of any receptacle for the
reception of the consecrated Bread other than the human
hand. The canon reads: “So that if anyone should wish to
partake of the pure Body during the time of the
synaxis...let him form his hands into the shape of a cross,
and thus approaching, let him receive the communion of
grace. For we nowise welcome those men who make
certain receptacles out of gold or any other material to
serve instead of their hands for the reception of the divine
gift.”

Before the eleventh/twelfth century everyone, clergy
and people alike, received the Holy Gifts separately, in the
manner the clergy do to this day. When the people
approached, they extended their hands, right over left
with palms open, on which the priest placed a portion of
the holy Bread. After consuming the Bread, the
communicants were offered the Cup by the deacon.

The first clear evidence for the use of communion
spoons appeared in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. As

we learn from the noted canonist Theodore Balsamon
(+ca. 1195), the common spoon had become the establish-
ed norm in many places by the mid-twelfth century.
Commenting on canon 101 of the Penthekte Synod, he
complained that the traditional way of distributing
Communion was being abandoned in some areas.

Centuries later, in a comment on the same canon, St.
Nikodemos (+1809) suggests that the introduction of the
communion spoon came about as a result of the scarcity
of deacons. By the late twelfth century many churches
were served by a single priest, which made the
administration of the eucharistic elements separately
both awkward and difficult. The problem was solved with
the introduction of the spoon. The priest was now able to
offer the eucharistic elements together in a spoon. In
addition, St. Nikodemos tells us that the placement of the
holy Gifts directly into the mouth of communicants helped
to curb abuses and avoid spillage when drinking from the
Cup. Evidently, some people were careless and dropped
particles of the Holy Bread. Others hid it and “used it for
wicked purposes.”

The use of the communion spoon was not enacted by a
synod, ecumenical or local. Its use came about gradually.
Initially, the spoon may have been used to commune the
sick and the dying. At first, as one would expect, its use
in the Liturgy met with some resistance, as any significant
liturgical innovation would. Replacing the centuries old
manner of receiving the consecrated Gifts separately,

based on the biblical model, was not easy. However, new K
pastoral needs made the use of the spoon inevitable. In ¥

the final analysis, the spoon was accepted, even
reluctantly, because it did not violate, contradict, or
compromise any doctrinal teachings.

The method by which Communion is administered is
purely functional. It serves a practical purpose. Thus, as
warranted by needs and circumstances, a local Church in
its collective wisdom and authority is free to adapt,
modify, and manage the method by which Holy
Communion is distributed. Whatever method a Church
chooses, the single most important concern is that it does
not violate any dogmas and that it is appropriate; that it
upholds and maintains the dignity of the sacred act of
communing.

We learn from St. Nikodemos that during plagues
priests were known to use arbitrary methods to
administer communion to the sick and dying.In a
comment on canon 28 of the Penthekte Synod, he chides
the clergy for using unsuitable methods to deliver
Communion to the sick. He recommends a more
appropriate method. He writes: “Hence, both priests and

prelates must employ some shift in time of a plague to
enable them to administer communion to the sick without
violating this canon; not, however, by placing the holy
Bread in currants, but in some sacred vessel, so that the
dying and the sick may take it thence with tongs or the
like. The vessel and the tongs are to be placed in vinegar,
and the vinegar is to be poured into a funnel, or in any
other manner that they can that is safer and canonical.”

St. Nikodemos’ brief note is significant in two ways.
First, he insists the vessels used for Communion be
sterilized with vinegar, a popular disinfectant from ancient
times. This is an acknowledgment that the vessels or
instruments used for communing could be contaminated
by dangerous parasitic microbes. Second, he insists that
the instrument be fitting for the purpose.

In the past forty years several worldwide deadly
epidemics, AIDS, SARS, Ebola, and MERS provoked fear
among the people. Presently, the world is experiencing
another more frightening global threat: the pandemic
coronavirus or COVID-19, a contagion with lethal force
which has upended all social, economic, political, cul-
tural, and religious norms. People are justly apprehensive
and frightened. The disease has already infected millions
of people and claimed the lives of thousands globally. As
with the preceding epidemics, the highly contagious
coronavirus has many people wondering and questioning

" the continued use of a common spoon for Communion.

The real fears, reservations, and apprehensions of the

. people should not be dismissed with an air of superiority
* or acall to greater faith, as if the act of communing is void

of human considerations and the limitations of the
created order. People want to feel safe, listened to, and
protected by their Church. They do not want to be
exposed to unnecessary risks, nor should they be.

Statements like, “the Eucharist is the Body and Blood
of Christ, and the medicine of immortality,” or “the
Eucharist is a divine remedy, a divine medicine,” may be
true. But they are not sufficient to calm the fears and
concerns of the faithful. People are not questioning the
sacred character and identity of the Holy Gifts but the
reliability of the instrument by which the Gifts are offered
to them.

In my sixty-four years in the priesthood, | have con-
sumed the chalice thousands of times after countless
Divine Liturgies without fear or hesitation, as every priest
does. | am not certain, however, that every faithful
parishioner would do the same, if they were asked. My
point is this. Holy Communion should be a source of joy,
hope and strength for everyone and not a test or measure
of one’s faith in God’s providential care (Matt. 4:5-7). St.

Paul reminds us that the love of Christ requires that we
care for all persons, whatever their situation and be
sensitive and responsive to their just needs and concerns
for the sake of the Gospel (1 Cor. 9: 19-23) ...

The communion spoon is an imperfect material object.
It does not share in the incorruptibility of the risen and
deified Body of Christ which is really present to us
through the eucharistic elements. On its own, the spoon
is simply a spoon, a utensil. Its dignity is derived from its
use as the instrument by which the Body and Blood of
Christ is offered to his people. Long ago, it replaced an
older venerable form of communing. The use of a spoon
to commune the people was an innovation.

Today, the very thought of replacing the common
spoon has caused great anxiety in some circles. There are
those among the clergy and the laity who see the
replacement of the common spoon or any other kind of
departure from the current practice as a repudiation of the
doctrine of the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Of
course, this is not true. ...

In response to the present deadly pandemic ...
circumstances require that every local Church study the
issue carefully taking into consideration the cultural and
hygienic sensibilities of the people and the sanitary
measures and protocols of their respective countries.

One model calls for the replacement of the common
spoon with multiple individual spoons; spoons made
from common material and are of equal value, which each
local parish provides. According to this model, each
parish will obtain (perhaps from a common source) a
sufficient number of disposable spoons made of plastic
or wood. Once used, each spoon would be collected and
properly discarded (burned or buried) after each Liturgy.

Or, each parish procures a sufficient number of
reusable metal spoons, all of the same type and material.
The used spoons are collected and properly sterilized
after each Liturgy and are reused multiple times.

Each of these methods shares a common goal: to
administer Communion in the safest, most practical, and
most dignified way possible. Whatever the model, the
fundamental intent is the same: to mitigate the
transmission of dangerous parasitic microbes.

Also, of concern is the common communion cloth,
which many people use to wipe their mouth after
communing. This practice is problematic and must end...

Reverend Dr. Alkiviadis C. Calivas (Prof. Emeritus of Liturgics at
Holy Cross Greek Orth. School of Theology in Brookline, MA.)

We use now disposable wooden spoons,
which are burn after the Sunday Liturgy.




