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Christ asked:
“Who do you say
that | am?”

Simon Peter said in
reply, “You are the
Christ, the Son of
the living God.”

Jesus said “... and |
say to you, you are
Peter, and upon
this rock I will
build my Church,
and the gates of
the netherworld
shall not prevail
against it.

I will give you
the keys to
the Kingdom
of Heaven.”

Matthew 16:15-18

Father’s Day
& 65th Birthday
Thank You! [isikyemo!
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

June 25 3 S. after Pent.-3 H.no 3. C. [I.

10:00 AM +Epen Angpiv i Eminia Ctactok
(MapkisiH i Jlipa Ctactok)
No Noon Liturgy — Hema Bignpasu Ha 12 rog.
Monday, June 26 YepsHs, MoHeainok
8:00 AM +John Verostko (MaryAnn Chort)
Tuesday, June 27 YepsHs, BiBTopok
9:00 AM +Fred Marc (LUC NF)
Wednesday, June 28 YepsHs, Cepena
9:00 AM +KatepuHa CrawkiB
(KatepuHa lMetpoBuy)

2017 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

We sent letter Friday since we collected about
half of what is required. Please consider.

Mwu Bucnanu nucta y [’atHuuto. flo Tenep 3i0-
panu kono nonosuHu. MpocuMo o noxepTeMu.

Askyemo - Thank you!

photos on facebook.com

Sts. Peter & Paul (Gr.) - CsB. leTpa i laBna
Thursday, June 29 YepBHs, YeTBep

9:30 AM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

Friday, June 30 YepBHs, [T’'aTHMuA

8:00 AM +Nate, Norma, Nate (MaryAnn DuBois)

9:00 AM Akadict go Xpucra Yonosikonrobus
Akathistos to Christ Lover of Menkind

Saturday, July 1 Jlunusa, Cy6ota
10:00 AM +[mwutpo Mitonan — 40 a. i MaHaxupa
(PopuHa)
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

July2 4S8. after Pent.-4 H.no 3. C. [l.

10:00 AM +[anycs Mapisi llutBuH
(Bonogumup i HeHncu JluteuH)
No Noon Liturgy — Hema Bignpasu Ha 12 rog.

Eternal Light burns for
Peace in Ukraine

BiyHe Csitno B yects M. 1. M.
loputb 3a Mup B YkpaiHi

The League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara Frontier
Council, Msgr. Paul Iwachiw Scholarship Committee is
taking applications for two $500.00 scholarships to be
awarded for the 2017-2018 school year.

Qualifications for the Msgr. Paul lwachiw Scholarship are
as follows:

1. The applicant must be a current and active parishioner
of one of the local Ukrainian Catholic parishes (Buffalo,
Kenmore, Lackawanna, Lancaster, or Niagara Falls)

2. The applicant must be
A. Any student who is presently or will be attending a
public, private or junior college in the 2017-2018
School Year
B. Any student who is presently or will be attending a
Catholic High School in the 2017-2018 School Year

3. The following criteria must be met:

A. Pastor's recommendation.

B.TWO recommendations from a Teacher, School
Counselor, or Advisor

C. Academic Transcripts

D.Complete an Essay (What you have gained from
being amember of your Parish, your goals in life and
how you expect your education to help you attain
these goals.)

The deadline for filing is Friday July 7, 2017.
Completed applications can be sent to:
Susan Szczublewski - SusanSzczublewski@gicsd.org
74 Driftwood Dr.
Grand Island, NY 14072

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, {Jeweﬁ'y & Em 61’01'&?1
Jahawryiuk@gmall com

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWAL

TONAWAND,

FAX: (71
www.redstarautomot

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
oy
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



UkraINIAN Y. YkpaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -’ OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

Products,
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

" “ForAll of Yo d Favori

4166 Union Rd., Yo
Cheektowaga, NY (in dirport Plaza) g
630-0130

% o 2321 Millersport Hwy.
S 1) Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
TR

688-1495

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Ellicott Creek Plaza

We welcome your comments.

* % %

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHeinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

Thank You for your GENEROSITY
2017 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

Each member of our Parish is also a member of
the Eparchy and should support and participate
in this fundraiser. The following parishioners
have already contributed:

Barbara & Anna Andruszko - $200.00
William & Irene Burda - $100.00
Rose Serediuk - $100.00

Christine Harawus - $50.00
Chrystyna Brown - $50.00

Total collected:

as of June 22, 2017 - $3,780.00
2017 Goal for St. Nicholas Parish - $7,500.00
Amount needed to reach our Goal - $3,720.00

Special Appeal

IMO Dmytro Pitolaj

Garlock Sealing Technologies - $25.00
Elaine Nowadly - $25.00

Nadia Marc - $50.00

Wasyl & Mary Ann Puhacz - $20.00
Dolores Baranyckyj - $20.00

Steven & Irena Pitolaj - $50.00

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

LUC Potluck Picnic, Saturday,
July 8, 2017 at 1:00 PM on the
grounds of St. Basil’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Walden Ave.,
Lancaster, NY. Meats will be provided,
please bring an appetizer, salad or dessert
to share. RSVP to Elaine at 825-8169

Endowment Fund

IMO of Dmytro Pitolaj

Iryna Staszkiw

Emil & Vera Marc -

Bill & Ann Serediuk -
Mykola & Tanya Paslawsky -
Peter & Olga Pucak -

Andrij & Maria Petryshyn
Georgina Oros -

Rose Serediuk -

Luba Joven

Steven & Irena Pitolaj

IMO of Andrew Diakun

Anna Poliszczuk & Wolodymyr -
Pikas Family -

- $20.00

$30.00
$50.00
$20.00
$25.00

- $25.00

$20.00
$20.00

- $40.00
- $90.00

$50.00
$20.00

Olha Czmola - $100.00

Irene Czmola -

Nancy Weigand -

Michael Liskiewicz -

Ted & Diane Giriffin -

Ed & Deb Bratton -

Joel & Darcy MacClaren -
Chien Yeh & Katherine So -

$25.00
$10.00
$10.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$50.00

Brandon Family - $200.00

Jorhn & Zoriana Armesto -
Nicholas & Alice Dobrykewych -
Terri Newman -

$25.00
$50.00
$30.00

Mission Sunday Collection,
will be Sunday July 16, 2017

30ipka Ha Micii - Hegina 16 Jlunns

Chicken & Ribs BBQ

St. Basil Church, Lancaster

Today: June 25, 12-5
Please attend!



100th Anniversary
a year long 100t Anniversary
Celebration will begin on the weekend
of October 27, 2019 with a Liturgy on
Sunday, October 29, 2019, the 100th

Anniversary of the laying of the

cornerstone on October 26, 1919
and end with a Pontifical Liturgy and

Banquet on November 25, 1920. We are

still looking for people who are
interested in helping with this
celebration.
If you have any ideas
please talk to me.

If you have any old photos, please loan

them to us. We will return them after
scanning. Thank you!

Fr. Marijan

100-niTTA Hawoi Liepkeu i
125-nitTa Mapoxii CB. Mukonas
oyae y 2019/2020 pokax.

Xoua e € OCUTL Yacy BCe X TaKu
Tpeba aymaTtu Hag TUM i BignoBigHO
NPUroTOBUTUCS.

O nopaau Wwupo npocumo.
fAKwo maeTe cTapi 3HUMKKU NOBA3aHi 3
xutTAM lMapoxii, nPoCcMMO NOXNYNTH.
MoBepHUMO KONMU X 3ackaHyeEMO
Askyemo!

MapplainTponah, Fmy.

Map’siH Mpouuk, ceAL.

THANK YOU!
| would like to thank everyone who
helped me celebrate my birthday on
Father’s Day last Sunday. Thank you
especially for the many well wishes,

cards and gifts. May the Lord Bless you
abundantly! The money you donated for

my use is already working and it will be
working for 2 years on my back.
| am talking about chiropractor.
Thank you again.

OAKYIO!

CepaeyHa nogska Bam ycim, wo
MPUYMHUIINCA OO0 CBATKYBaHHA [lHA
ypoauH (65 pokiB) Ha AeHb baTbka.

[siKkyeMO TUM, O NPUrOTOBNANN

(N. AHHa MenbHuk, M. Ctedpa Ocapuis, M.
AHHa laHuubKa) | BCiM, WO gonomaranu.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmadii nogaBatu go M'ATHKLI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now closed for the summer.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

orrs  TOPS

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepea Ca. Jlitypriamm
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micsuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PenirinHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6oTta
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopumMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBALLEHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxaou MOXHa 3aKJIMKaTU

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!




Picnic Mailing Meeting, Thursday, July 6, 2017 at
4:00PM. Please come and help with this mailing of
picnic raffle tickets.

Annual Parish Picnic, Sunday August 6.
Activities for Children-Bounce House and Picadilli
the Clown at 2:00 PM

Our Annual Church Bazaar will be held November
11-12, 2017 at the Matthew Glab Post # 1477
American Legion, 1965 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna, NY

pr i s
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Holy Trinity
" Ukrainian Orthodox Church

YkpaiHcbKa lpaBocaaBHa LlepkBa
CeAToi Tpinui “’

> Ukrainian Heritage Festival <
Sunday, July 30, 2017
12:00 Noon to Dusk
PROGRAM
12:00 Festival Begins
12:30 Music by ” Budemo Razom”

1:30 Opening Remarks V. Rev. Yuriy Kasyanov
Ukrainian Performerc  Ukrainian Vendors
Dusk - Festival Ends
Ethnic Food, Ukrainian and Local Beer, Wine
Free Admission. Handicapped Parking Available

Sponsored by

UKRAINIAN m YKPAIHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION CDE,EIEPAﬂbHA KPEAUTHA CMUTKA

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
Inc., Buffalo Branch, invites everyone to attend

—> UKRAINIAN AMERICAN DAY <
Celebrating the 26th Anniversary of Ukrainian
Independence on Sunday, August 27, 2017 1-8 PM
at The Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro”

562 Genessee St., Buffalo, NY
Prayer of Thanksgiving (Moleben) 1:30 PM
Authentic Ukrainian food, live vocalists and musicians,
Ukrainian dancers, art displays, craft vendors, full
selection of Slavic beers, huge raffle, bounce house...
Free Admission. Ample Parking Available.

3 papia " Muaocepannii Gamapanuu"

Hawa 6iga, Big fiKOi NOX0AATL HaLi TPUBOTK, B TO-
My, Lo YacTo 3abyBaemo npo Bora i giemo Tak, Have
nocranu cami 3i cebe. Ane Ham TaK NpocTo, TaK fner-
KO NOBEPHYTH CBOE 06nun4y4sa fo Hboro, amke My no-
cranu Big Hboro i Hapani 6e3nepepBHO NOCTaEMO.
HoctatHbo OyTH GinA mKepena Hawoi iCTOTH, Tam,
Ae BiH € 3 Hamu, Ha rMMOWHI Haworo cepus.

Hacnpasgi My 60imocs nepeminu ceoro cepus. bo
Lie BUMaraTume Big Hac BXOAWTW A0 HbOrO YacTilue,
He 6osATMCA TUWI cepus, B AKIN 4O HAaC NPOMOBNSE
Oteub, knuye Hac yepe3 cBoe Cnoso - Icyca. Boc-
Kpecnuin Xpuctoc € Aokasom Toro, wo Oteub nto-
OouTb Hac, agxe BiH cTaB ogHUM i3 Hac i Hikonu He
nepectae 6ytu 3 Hamu. KoxeH 3 Hac nepexusac y
CBOEMY NIOACHLKOMY XMTTi CBOI TPUBOIW, CTpaXAaH-
HA, Hapgji, Mpii Ta 6arato Bcboro. Ane Bce Le BOC-
Kkpecnui Icyc Gepe Ha cebe, nepexmBae 3 HamMM.

Hawa Bipa noYnHaeTLCA came 3 TOro: Mu BipMMo
y Bockpecnoro Xpucra, a He B AKOroCb HeBU3Hauye-
Horo «6ora», Wo nepebyBae 3aBXAM HA30BHI Hac.
Haw OTteub, xuBnii bor, gae cede Ham B gap. | Bnac-
He yepes Te, Wo BiH aae cebe Ham, aapye cebe Ge3-
KOpUCNUBO, i Yepes Te, 1o My € Moro obpa3om, HaLi
CTOCYHKM BinbHi, He HaB’A3aHi. Bor He € 3acobom,
AKUA MOXHa cnpolyBaTy, KONM BCE peluTa He npu-
Hecno pesynbTatie. Mycumo Bignosigatu, ik BiH,
cB06iaHO, i Liclo CBOOOAOI0 € XTOCh, XTO XMBe B HacC
- Ceatun fyx... To x npocimo CB. [lyxa, wo6 BiH
po306yauB Hac, Wo6 BMBIB Hac i3 TOro «cmepTenb-
HOro 3a0yTTA», K MM KaXXeMO B MONMTBI, NPOCAYM
NPOLUEHHS, 3 TOFrO KCMEePTeSIbHOro 3a0yTTA», AKUM €
Haw rpix, Haw Biaxin Big Bora. Hexan Ceatuii fyx,
[yx cninbHoCTH, 3BepHe Haw nornag ao Otus i Moro
Aiteit B ynobneHomy Cuti. Mycumo «3HoBy cTaTy
Woro pitbmu» (Am.. Mo 1,12; 1 Mo 3 J). Ueie-
«wykatn Lapctea Boxoro» (guB. Mt 6,33; [k
12,31)... Mpocimo Woro Hanonernueo - y uboMy
nonsrae Bipa — «06epHyTU» Hac fo OTusA, Ak 3Bep-
HeHuii go Hboro Icyc, Akun Binaas cebe, i 3 4OBipotO
npuHic ce6e Momy B aap. Lito foBipy Hiwo He Moxe
noxuTHyTU. Hagis He 3acopoMUTb, afiKe HaM LLeapo
paposaHo Cesitoro [lyxa, AAkuii € ckap6om aidp. (K)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

God has always wanted a relationship with humanity.
If we look from the beginning of our history in faith,
from the account of creation to the very end of the
scriptures, it becomes apparent that God desires to
have his dwelling with us. This is the story of the
tabernacle, this is the story of the Solomon's Temple,
this is the story of the Synagogue, this is the story of
Jesus Christ, and it is the story of our Church. God's
desire to be in a relationship with the whole of
humanity! God is seeking us, speaking to us, calling us
to deeper relationships with Him. God never moves
away fromus, it is always we who move away from H|m

And this, my brothers and sisters is the reason _

Jesus was born, the reason He lived,
taught, died and rose again. So, that we,
all of humanity, can know that we are
loved by God!

Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky
once wrote, "Meditating on the love of
Christ, the Church, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit who dwells
in her and leads the faithful to the love
and knowledge of God, has become
more and more conscious of the fact that
love is the basic cause of all that Christ
has done for mankind, and in accepting this
love we become more and more faithful to the
teachings of Christ." In St. Matthew's Gospel, Christ
reminds us of the need to place our faith and trust in
God, Who is the giver and sustainer of all things. For
even the birds of the air and the flowers of the earth
depend on our Heavenly Father for their every need.
"Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will
wear.” Jesus is teaching us that experiencing anxiety
over material needs is unspiritual. Perhaps it may
seem natural, but it denotes a lack of confidence in the
love of God. The question before us today is - How can
our confidence and faith be sustained? And the
answer Christ gives is simple. Just look at the birds
and flowers, they do not worry, because God provides
for their every need. The birds and flowers do not
depend on money, but rather they depend on God
alone. Only man has become so dependent on
gathering earthly commodities, but money eventually

fails. Material possessions can give the allusion of
security, and even keep some from depending upon
God at all. It is not our lack of material possessions,
but rather our lack of confidence in Christ that remains
the greatest obstacle in our faith.

The Lord asks us a lot of questions. If you read the
Gospels carefully you will see he asks many questions:
sometimes implied questions, and sometimes direct
questions like this: “Is not life more important than
food, and the body more important than clothing"
(Matthew 6:25)?” We should be able to answer this
question easily. First of all, what is life? The Lord
made us for life to be formed into His image. This is the
life the Lord is speaking of. The Lord had in
His mind, when He created man, that man
would know Him intimately. So He

made man in His Image. Life is for us
to see God; to polish that image
within us, so that when we seek Him
face to face, we will not be afraid, it
will not be as through a glass darkly;
it will not be with terror, it will not be
with shame. It will be with joy and
knowledge. This is what life is. Life is
not what we do in our day-to-day
activities; Life is not what we desire that

g is earthly; or even what we need that is
earthly We need food, we need water, we need
clothing, we need shelter, and we need other things.
But those things are not life; those things only serve to
sustain the body so that we can learn of what true Life
is; that is to be conformed to the image of God’s Son.

So when the Lord says His question, “Is not life more
important than food,” what He is trying to get us to do,
is to consider: what is life, and how do we live
according to this truth, and how do we not forget this
truth. And then He questions, “...and is not the body
more important than clothing?” This is so we might
consider that our life is not just in our body. Our life is
not just what we think, what we want, what we desire,
what we crave; our life is to be conformed to the image
of God’s Son. And we will have Eternal life if we
struggle in the commandments both body and soul, but
the whole purpose of our living now is to know God, is
to learn of Him, so that we can see Him, so that we can
have Life. Then what must we do? "Seek first, His



Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well" (Matthew 6:33). Faith in
Christ is the very foundation of our Christian life! It is
when we lose faith and continue to worry over wants
and situations, that we lose sight of God. Worry
immobilizes us. It renders us helpless and ineffective.
The only survivor of a shipwreck washed up on a
small, uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for God
to rescue him, and every day he scanned the horizon
for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he
ventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood
: to protect him from the
elements, and to store
what little he had
managed to salvage.
But then one day, after
scavenging for food,
he arrived home to find
his little hut in flames,
the smoke rolling up to
- the sky. The worst had
happened; everything
was lost. He was stung
with fear and grief and
anger. "God, how
- S could you do this to
me!" he cried. Early the next day, however, he was
awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching
the island. It had come to rescue him. "How did you
know | was here?" asked the weary man of his
rescuers. "We saw your smoke signal," they replied.
Servant of God Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky
said, "In the Church where the faithful venerate Christ
and place their faith and trust in Him, the whole
spiritual life begins to flourish. People flock to the
Church, the numbers of those who receive Holy
Eucharist increases, vices begin to slowly disappear
from among the people, concord and love reign as
parents come to learn what a treasure their children are
to them, and children learn to love and respect their
parents. With Jesus, among the faithful, all things
begin to change within the Church, just as when spring
arrives and all nature awakens to new life. And the
Savior is able to see the fire of love which His heart
burns, being born and growing among the souls of the
faithful in His Church." St. John also reminds us that
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we love God for He has first loved us, and in this regard
there is nothing to fear. There is no need to place our
worries on material wealth, when our highest desire,
the most glorious possession any human being can
hope to attain is entering the Kingdom of God. Our
worries and possessions are merely consequential
things, when we are willing to accept that our Lord is
the God of all our needs!

Our Lord told His Disciples, "Do not fret, asking -
What are we to eat? What are we to drink? You have a
Father in Heaven who knows that you need them all"
(Matthew 6:31-32). When arks are built, lives are
saved. When staffs are raised, seas will open. When a
lunch is shared, thousands are fed. And when a
garment is touched, whether by the hand of an anemic
woman in Galilee, or by the prayers of a beggar in
Bangladesh - Jesus stops. He stops and responds to
all those who believe. So brethren, be great believers
and trust in God - little faith will bring our souls to
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Heaven, but great faith will bring Heaven to our souls.
The Lord says that “Wherefore if God so clothed the
grass of the field which today is and tomorrow is cast
into the oven, how much more shall He clothe you, O
ye of little faith.” He is telling us not to worry about
things and not to waste energy thinking about earthly
things. But when He says He will clothe us, what
clothing is He speaking of? He is not speaking of what
you buy in a store, He is speaking of the robe of
righteousness: “As many as have been baptized into
Christ have put on the garment of Christ.” This is the
clothing He is speaking of. The Lord is speaking of our
true life, not the eighty years, or ninety years we might
live on earth, He is speaking of our Eternal life. This
clothing, He will put on us, this clothing of Christ. But
we must have the right priorities in order to receive this
clothing. Consider what life is, consider whether you
are living according to God’s way of life in everything,
or if some things need to be changed.
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