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VKPATHGEKA KATOAHILEKA
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GHURGH BULLETIN

August 31 — 2014 - 31 Cepnnsn
IHEPKOBHUN BICHUK

Teonosiu
Mpuwnsak

*28. VI. 1927
+27. VIIl. 2014

[osronitHuun Osk
Mpu Liepksi CeaToro Mukonas

PoauHi cknagaemo cniByyTTa, a Mo-
My xau 6ypge BivyHas Mam’aTb!

CBOIM 4yfOBMM rofiocom npocrnas-
nAaB BiH bora Ha uucneHHux Cs. Jli-
Typrisix Ta iHWwWKX Bignpasax. Ham io-
ro oyae gyxe 6pakyBaTtu.

30 CRATHMH YTI0KOH, XPHCTE, ALy
cayru Teoro Teop03id, A€ HEMAE Ro-
Ai3Hi, Hi MeMaAi, Hi 3IAXAHHA, & XKHTTAH
ge3koHevHe! Bivnas Iam'saTe!

Barato xTto nutae ce- %
Oe: a Kyau X MM 3an- &
aemo? Akoro uAa gopora
oyne? CKinbkun XeptB ?
MW MYCUMO CKnactw,
o6 focTounHO il 3aBep-
wutn? Ha ui nuTaHHSA
MW CbOroAHi He Maemo
BiAnoBiai i, MOXnuBo,
HiXTO He mae. Ane Bia-
noBiai Ha Ui NUTaHHA
Aae Ham cboropHi lMpe-
yucta [liea Mapifi. BoHa, Ik MaTu, Kaxe
HaM: He GiTecs, igiTb. A igy 3 Bamu, A He
nycKaw Bac CaMux.

Mpo ue ckasaB OTeub i MNaBa YkpaiH-
cbkol peko-Katonuubkoi Llepkeu bna-
XeHHiwunkn CBATOCNAaB Ha npasHuUK Yc-
niHHA Mpeuncrol [in Mapii nig vac
npouwi B YHiBCbKiK naBpi (JIbBiBWMHA).
Ha npowy po YHeBa npubynu Ttucadi
NanoOMHMUKIB. (Oenaptament iHchopmauii YIKL)
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IEPKORHHI RIGHHEK "8

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM  For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

§ Saint Nicholas Church
HepkBa CB. MukoJsas
e (ITig Omikoro I1.JI.M.)

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'1IA

31 Cepnus: 12 Hepgins no 3.C.[1.

August 31 12 Sunday aft. Pent. - 12 H. no 3.C.[

12:00 AM. +Josephine & Andrij Deneka
+Clare & Bruno Lesniewski
(Deneka Family)

10:00 p. +Haransa KepHuyHa
(KaTepuHa JlexHoBCbKa)

7 Bepechsi: 13 Hepgina no 3.C.[.

—> Church Year Begins - lNoy. LlepkoBHoro Poky

Monday, September 1 BepecHs, lMoHeainok

Tuesday, September 2 BepecHsi, BiBTopok
7:30 AM  +Eugenia Sukmanowsky
(Yaroslaw & Karin)

Wednesday, September 3 BepecHs, Cepeaa
8:15AM +Muxanno Isaxis
(Bacununa OcrTaluyk)

Thu., September 4 BepecHs, YeTsep
8:15AM +Anna Wolanski
(Karen & Norbert Mankiewicz)

Friday, September 5 BepecHs, ['aTH1ua
8:15AM +Michael Chort (Marianne)
Saturday, September 6 BepecHs, Cy6oTa
9:00 AM 3a yuHiB, yuutenis i 6aTbkiB

«PigHoi Wkonu»
4:30 PM +Pawlo & Rosalia Nyznyk (L.K.N)

September 7 13 Sunday aft. P.-13 H. no 3.C.[}

12:00 AM. For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisH

Biune Csitno B yectb I1.4.M.
roputb 3a MUP B YkpaiHi.

The Eternal Light burns for
Peace in Ukraine.

10:00 p. +IsaH i Mapis Tkau
(KaTepuHa JlexHoBCbKa)

Pinna IllkoJs1a nounHaeTnes y cyoory, 6 Be-
pecnsi. Ciry:k0a Boska 3a y4HiB, yYuTeJbOK
Ta 0aTbKiB Oyae Toro AHs 0 9 roa. p. Ioun-
HA€EMO Ha vac.

IIpocuMo He CIHIZHATHCH.

3rosiomyiimMo CBOIX XiTHH 10
«Pignoi HIkoam»

1 If you need any
f old chairs, we
have a few for
you. Suggested
donation is $5,
but any $ § $
would be fine.
The reason:
We are getting
NEW CHAIRS

Sxuo morpedyere Kpicea MU MaEMO
HA CKJali, TOMY LI0 npeadau HOBI,
SIKi mo0avyuTe HA APYry HEALIHO...

photos on facebook.com

Ukrainian Treasures & More

o X PROFFESSIONAL COLLISION SERV
§
Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hurmak

QWNIR

(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578-8185

12 DLLAWARE STREET
TONAWANDA, NY, 14150

Ukrainian Eqgs, Jewelry & Em broidery : e
. ; - ke www.redstarautomotive.com
jahawryluk@gmail.com

716-674-5185

PHONE 893-1025

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTouka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

= ‘\ ;’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of

thoughtful Per: liz erVic
Buszka Funeral Home woughtful Personalized Service

Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ™ OEAEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIbHI TA BI3HECOBI
®IHAHCOBI MOCIYIU
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKK | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NNATPKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look

Many Varieties of:
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese + Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer * Kefir/Butter + Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
- Smoked Sausages » Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon # Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Potish Hams ¢ Caviar  Kvas Drink « Cheese + Eumpean Chocolates ¢ Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., : g 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (i dirport Plaza) 21} Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 '

688-1495

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just

Are you listening '""Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Yu Bu cayxaeTe Hally pajaio nmepegaqy
«Munocepauunii Camap'sstHUH»
Henins, 2 roa. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?
CepevHo ASIKYEMO 32 MOKePTBH.

Please Remember
Our Church in Your Will!

* k%
IMam'saTaiimo npo Pinny LlepkBy Ta npo ii
Maii0yTHicTh y Hamomy 3aBimaHHi!

Cell Phones - Moo6ianHi Teaedhonu:

Please turn off or silence your cell
phone before entering the church.
Thank you!

% %%

IIpocumo BuiIyuyBaTH Bauli MoOiIbHI
Teaedonu miguac Cesaroi JliTyprii.

II{06 noBinatucs Oinbie ingopmanii
Npo 1e 10 Ji€Tbas B TPOMai,
IIpocumo BiaBinaTH BeO-CTOPIHKY.
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church
3275 ELMWOOD AVE.,

KENMORE, NY 14217
Invites everyone to

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 7, 2014
Featuring:

Colorful and Exciting Ukrainian
Dance Performances, Music for
Everyone. Ethnic Food:
(Home-Made Pyrohy/Pierogi
and Stuffed Cabbage;
Sausage and Sauer-kraut)
Theme Baskets and Raffles
Free Parking and Admission
Vendors
Indoor and Outdoor Seating

Come One, Come All...

¥Yci 3anpomeni Ha ®PECTUBAJIb
HepxBu CB. IBana Xpectureis
Y weaino 7 Bepecus, 2014

3 pagio «MunocepaHuin Camap’aHUH»

KoxHa go3pina ocoba mae cBoi cnpaBu, CBOi Npoo-
nemu Ta notpebu. Meped pisHUMKM NIOAEMU BOHU
pi3Hi, AyXe YacTo HeOAHAaKOBI, HAaBiTb KOXHOIO AHS.
IOHak, kKoTpui npunwios Ao lcyca, ctaB 3 NMTaHHAM
Ta notpebot 3400yTM BiyHe wacTa. BiH Apyxe
NPaBU/IbHO BYMHMB, WO NPUALIOB paguTucA A0
CnacuTtens, KOTPUIM HaWKpaLLe MOXe BKa3aTh KOXHil
noauvHi popory, ika AoNpoBaAnTb [0 BiYHOI pafoCTi
(nop. Mo 6, 68). BapTo 38epHyTY yBary Ha Te, WO Le
Oyna nioauHa KHOro BiKy, KOTpa noctaBuna cobi
TaKe NpaBUNbHe 3aNUTaHHSA NPO BiYHICTb.

Ham He Bigomo, y sikuii cnoci6 uen yonosik HabyB
TaKoro Benukoro 6aratctea. €BaHrenie He Po3noBi-
Aae npo ue, MabyTb, 6aTbKu 3anuwmnnmu Nomy cnag-
LWKHY, i, MOXNUBO, BiH OyB 3aMOXHUN, ane cupoTa,
abo xToCb iHWMI nogapyBaB MOMYy MalHO, 60 B
OHOMY Bili TPyAHO [OPOOMTUCA TaKOro 3HaYHOro
maeTky. OaHak ue 6yno moro GaraTtcTtBO, TOMy BiH
MaB BUPILIMTK, NOcnyxaTu IcycoBoi nopaau UM Hi...

lOHak cTaB nepea BUGopom: ybore xutta 3 Boxnm
CVHOM u4u MaTepianbHWUI OOCTATOK i pasoM 3 TUM
neBHa Bara B LiboMy CBiTi. Ha Lieit pa3 nepemorno Te,
L0 30BHIlLHE | TUMYacoBe. | TyT BUSABUNOCS, LLO YO-
NOBIK He HaBaXuBCA A0 KiHUA gosiputnca Mocnope-
Bi. LlikaBo Oyno 6 3HaTu, Akoi nopagu 4M BignoBiAi
O4iKyBaB KOHaK, KON 36nmkaBcs 3i CBOIM NUTaHHAM
po locnopga? fAka BignoBigb Oyna 6 npuitHATHa
womy? Ha wo BiH 6yB rotoBui? A MOXNMBO, BiH
OviKyBaB NOXBanu 3a BUKOHYBaHHS 3anoBifeW, KoT-
poi TaK i He nouyB 3 ycT Icyca?

XT0 et toHak? Lle - 06pa3 KOXHOrO i KOXHOI 3 Hac,
Lo A0 NEBHOI MipH LWOCL BUKOHYEMO, Ta KONW WAETb-
€A NPO Cepio3Hi peyi, Mu, NOAK, YacTile roToBi Bce
3anuuwuTK, wob Tinbku 36epertn cebe. Lle obpas
MOCBAYEHOI 0COOM W MUpsSHUHA, KOTpi pPobnATbL
NeBHi NOCTaHOBM, 3anuTyTb XpucTa, OTPUMYHOTb
KOHKPETHY BiAnoBiAb, ane He NPUIAMAIOTb ii y XKUTTA,
wob #TH 3a Heto. Lle - noaum, Wo mMaloTb CBOI BRacHi
iHTepecy, a bora TpUMalOTLCA TiINbKKU AN NPUKPUT-
T8, ona npukpacu. MNpo Bora Hepa3 BMieMo GaraTo
roBOpuUTH, ane 4 Gaxaemo MM 4yTM npo Te, WoOO
Focnopab cTaB YaCTUHOK HALIOTO XUTTS.



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

BnaxeHHiwnn
Matpispx
Cesitocnas
3aKnuMKaB Hac yciX,
o6 nomonuTucs
KoxHoro gHs OTye
Haw i Boropoauue
Aiso o0 3 roa. no

o6iai 3a YkpaiHcbkun Hapig,.

76th Annual Convention League of Ukrainian
Catholics - October 10, 11, 12, 2014
Holiday Inn - Johnstown, PA
Sponsored by the All Saints Chapter.
Hope to see you this October!

76 KonBeHuis Ilirv Katonukis
oyae Bia 11 no 13 XXoBTHA U. p.
Mpocumo B3ATH yyacTb!
https://www.facebook.com/LUCofAmerica

1914 SAVE THE DATE 2014

The Ukrainian American SITCH is
celebrating its 100t Anniversary on
Sunday, September 28, 2014 at Salvatore’s
Italian Gardens Restaurant corner of
Genesee St. & Transit Rd.

Cash Bar 4PM - 5PM,
Dinner/Program promptly at 5PM.
The Program will be bilingual.
Included in the entertainment are:
Women’s Choir MRIYA and
award-winning bandurist fromToronto:
BORYS OSTAPIENKO.

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Cost per person: $40.00.

It’s not too late to buy a ticket, but time is
running out. YOU MUST PAY FOR YOUR
TICKET NO LATER THAT FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2014.

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

Tickets are available from: Michael
Liskiewicz, Maria Malaniak, Elaine
Nowadly, Nadia Marc, Julia Blendonohy.
For tickets and ads make checks payable

to: Ukrainian American Sitch
Thank you for your support.

1914 yBArA!YBArA! 2014

[laemo po Bigoma, Wwo B Heginto, 28-ro
BepecHs, 2014. ToBapucteo YkpaiH-
cbko-AmepukaHcbka Ciy Bigmivye 100-Ty
piuHuLI0 cBoro icHyBaHHs! KOBinen
BinOyBaeTbca B pectopaHi Salvatore’s
Italian Gardens npu po3aopixckio By”.
Transit i Genesee.
bapa Big 4-5 roa.
Mporpamalo6ip To4HO Big rog. 5:00.

B nporpami 6epyTb yyactb Xop Mpis
i monogumn 6aHypuct 3 TopoHTa
Bopuc Octan’eHko.

[pocumo ycix.
Bctyn: $40.00 pon. Bic ocobu.

Ane yac KopoTkui. KBUTKM MOXHa HabyTw
TiNbKK Ao n’aTHuui, 19 BepecHs.
KBWTKM He OyayTb Ha NpoAaX Nnpu BCTYMi.
Mpoaasui:

Muxaino JlickeBuy,

Mapis ManaHsi,

EnenH HoBagnewn, Hapia Mapk,

Haps bnenpoHora.

Mpocumo BUNUCYBATH YeKN Ha
Ukrainian American Sitch

Lyxe OAKYEMO 3a NiATPUMKY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is closed during the summer
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

e Ukrainian Day — August 24, 2014.
¢ Bible Meeting — Summer Vacation.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
YKPATHGLKA EATOAHUI LKA IIEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHKOAAA
(IIIA OMIKOK IPEUYNGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %P@S’

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawrtscst Kaprouknm 3
kpamauui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMHM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTTSRWTIE http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Cyo0ora - Saturday

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJl XBOpUMM
Family members should call the Rectory
Pozuma IMOBHUHHA IIOBiIIOMHTI/l CBAILIICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LUCofAmerica
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

October 4, 2014

-

TS sl Semimagy | ibrook Bk Stamfond, CT 065902

o X
mlorddio.org. © =

F— —

Soaring to New Heights!
Join other men at the Eparchial
Men’s Conference which will be held
at St. Basil Seminary in Stamford,
October 4, 2014, 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Make Plans Now!

- W

3anpoLyemo ycix 4YonoBiKiB Ha AeHb

BiAHOBYW Ta AYXOBHUX PO3AYMiB, AKUN
BinOyneTbes 4 xoBTHA 2014! PeecTpyite-
cA npamo 3apas! Mpocumo 3ronowyBaTmcs
yepes Bawy napacdito abo 3a TenecoHom:

(203) 324 4578

In Memoriam — Biuuas [lam’sa1p!

YnokoiBcs B locnoai Cs.. Mam.
+Teopo3sin ([o3bo) Mpuwnsak
SR A bl [ bt Ak -

i N 5 F .ﬂ
P - -

- p fl;‘nTi
(28. VI. 1927 - 27. VIII. 2014)
PoauHi cknapaemo cnisuyTTs
a nomy xaii byge BiuHas Mam’aTb!

Fell asleep in the Lord

+Teodozij "Teddy" Pryshlak,
(June 28, 1927 - August 27, 2014)

Beloved husband of Halyna (nee Matuch);
devoted father of Andrij (Natalka) and Maria
“Musha” (George) Kallas; loving father-in-law
of Mary Pryshlak; dearest grandfather of
Timish, Marko, Andriko, Kristopher and
Teddy; brother-in-law of Sophia Pryszlak and
Walentina Matuch. Funeral was Saturday in
our church at 10 AM. Vichnaya Pamiat!
In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus or St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Church. Online condolences:
www.Pietszak.com

Letter from Fr. Ray August 31,2014 A.D
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
Dear (say your

name right here for your very own personal letter),

Hello, my Dear One. It’s good to be here, but | can’t
really say that I'm back in the groove. Thirteen days
ago on the afternoon of August 15 | entrusted “my
People” to Fr. Procyk and to Fr. Drofych, while
Presbytera and | left Western NY in order to spend a
few days on the ocean around Alaska as well as to
visit several ports. That Friday of two weeks ago, |
left this area and the people of St. Nicholas and of
Holy Protection and went to see and experience an
extremely beautiful part of God’s world, which | had
already seen and visited ten years ago. Remember-
ing that trip of those earlier years actually caused
some bittersweet memories, for at that time
Presbytera and | had our girls with us. Therefore this
journey would bring back many nostalgic rememb-
rances of those happy days, and the time gone by.
Everything was a memory, or should | say a series of
flashbacks, because we had the exact itinerary as
before. The only thing | can say really had changed
was a glacier, which at that earlier time we had seen
“calving,” (chunks of ice falling off) is now complete-
ly gone. Now don’t go getting all “global warming”
on me....that’s what glaciers do. They slide down the
mountains into the sea. Some move fast, some move
slow and some actually are growing and not really
moving much at all. It is an incredible sight to see!
Glaciers move on-time moves on. No matter when
one gets to see them, they are breathtaking!

Our vacation ‘officially’ began late afternoon on
that Friday August 15t as we boarded the plane for
our flight across the country. First stop was Chicago,
then a short lay over, a plane switch and on to
Seattle, Washington. What a flight that second leg
was! As we flew west, we watched a never-ending
sunset as we followed the sinking, beautiful red ball
in the sky and all the other colorful branches coming
off of it. It never did get away from us as we headed
west. It was red, gorgeous sky all the way!

Even though we had sun above, some 37 thousand
feet below it was rapidly becoming night, which
resulted in a second part of the show. As we were
going over the far western states Montana, Wyoming,
and Colorado (I have a hard time figuring out where
we are from the plane, especially at night) there were
some large thunderstorms occurring below us. What
a light show! The clouds from those storms rose up
almost to our flight path and caused the pilot to take
a bit of a detour to insure a smooth ride. For over an
hour we watched the lighting dance from cloud to
cloud...one time in little flickers as a candle, and
others with the light of a great explosion. It was
“Wow time” to see it!! | prayed a blessing for those
down underneath the bad weather that they would be
safe and out of harm’s way as it looked like it was
serious weather down on the ground.

So off we went, leaving our home, our church and
the people we love for those fantastic sights, as well
as many others we knew would be there waiting for
us. From the fog shrouded ocean to the incredible
fresh air and brilliant sunshine of Glacier Bay, the
words of the priestly prayer said at every Divine
Liturgy just before the Consecration kept coming
into my head. “It is right and just to sing to You, to
bless You, to praise You, to thank You, to worship
You everywhere in Your domain; for You are God -
ineffable, invisible, incomprehensible, always exist-
ing and ever the same .... We give thanks to You...for
all things which we know and do not know, the
benefits bestowed upon us both manifest and
hidden.”

One of our stops was Sitka, Alaska. We knew there
was really only one place in town we had to see
again, and that was St. Michael's Cathedral. This
church was originally built in the 1840’s, destroyed
by a fire in January 1966, and then rebuilt exactly as
it was in 1978. The history of the Russians coming to
Alaska and of the church itself is quite interesting,
but this was another of the Alaskan places where one
simply gets blown away! Yes, the history, the
architecture and the stories are interesting as it is
now a National Landmark, but what made it so


http://www.pietszak.com/

beautiful in our eyes is that it is still an active parish
of the Orthodox Church of America and is one of
those churches where God’s touch can be felt.
Kinda like Niagara Falls’ Holy Protection! “We did
not know whether we were in heaven or on earth!”
One is overcome with awe and trembling as the
presence of Almighty God, the Holy Theotokos and
all the Saints can be felt. It was absolutely amazing
to be there and brought that feeling | think Peter,
and John and James had on Mt. Tabor when Peter
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.”
Peter, experiencing the Living God, didn’t want to
leave that holy place. Presbytera and |, experiencing
the Living God didn’t want to leave that holy place.
One of the many, many focal points of the Cathedral
is the famous icon of our Lady of Sitka. This icon is
a wonder-working icon to which many miracles and
healings have been attributed. It was before this
icon that we lit our candles and prayed for you. St.
Michael’s is positively “heaven on earth!”

The beauty of Alaska is awesome and breath-
taking. Everywhere one looks, just about the only
word that comes out is, “Wow!” There are great
mountains, and lakes and forests and fish and
wildlife! We saw a great many whales...so many at
one time that the Captain came on the radio and
said, “I have not been drinking. There are so many
pods of whales out there we are dodging them to
avoid hitting them.” Besides the whales there were
eagles, sea otters, and one afternoon we were
treated to at least 125 dolphins playing around the
ship. The place is unbelievably spectacular! There
really are no words to describe this incredible
beauty! But do you know what? On Monday, having
returned home, as we sat out on the patio we said
how good it felt to be back. Yes, it was a great trip
without any danger or difficulties, but here we are
now at 88 Iris. Back to those we love, back to “my
People,” back to the most beautiful church any-
where! Yes, Alaska is breathtaking and gorgeous
and super in every way. To try to describe it is futile.
Yet as we sat outside in our yard on that cool, clear
morning of August 25, home again, Presbytera and

| agreed that right here we experience the same
beauty and blessings we had seen. Right here in
our backyard we delight in the birds of the air, and
the animals of the woods. We are surrounded by
flowers of all types, sizes and colors....Rudbeckia,
commonly called Black-eyed Susan, marigolds,
roses, geraniums, glads, begonias, and the still
flourishing petunias to name a few. With these
colors come the trees and shrubs of every size and
shape trying to reach to the heavens. Here we have
fresh air and water and an abundance of good
things from God’s beautiful earth. Yes, we went to
that place of indescribable beauty and we know we
have returned to another place, also of indescrib-
able beauty, OUR HOME and OUR PEOPLE! Who is
so great a God as our God?! In His presence we
truly stand in awe and are speechless at the beauty
He showers upon us in so many of His great
blessings! | pray you will realize that whether you
are standing on a glacier or sitting on your back
porch in Middleport, or Niagara Falls or Clifton
Park or Cheektowaga or Roanoke or Buffalo or
Lackawanna, or anywhere you happen to be, may
you know our God, the God Who workest wonders
is with us! Paraphrasing St. Paul in Il Cor. 12, all we
can say is that we were in heaven, and we are in
heaven, hearing and seeing indescribable things of
our God! It is Your domain, O Lord, our God...
ineffable, inconceivable, invisible, incomprehensi-
ble!!! May you, my dear One, be blessed to see and
feel these great blessings, “known and unknown,
evident and concealed.” If the earth is this beauti-
ful and awesome, what will heaven be like?!! WOW!
May these gifts continue to take our breath away
and bring tears of joy to our eyes! May we always
give thanks for this great, holy and good world in
which we live, wherever it is that we live! God bless
and keep you! Our holy Lady protect you!

In His Love,
Fr. Ray

(Vatican Radio) Following his Angelus
address, Pope Francis once again turned his
thoughts to “the beloved land of Ukraine,” which
celebrates its Independence Day on August 24.

“My thoughts go in a particular way to the
beloved land of Ukraine...” the Pope said, “to all
its sons and daughters, to their yearning for
peace and tranquility, threatened by a situation
of tension and conflict that continues unabated,
causing so much suffering among the
population.”

The Holy Father also appealed for prayer for
Ukraine: “Let us entrust the whole nation to the
Lord Jesus and to the Madonna, and let us pray
together above all for the victims, their families,
and all those who suffer.”

Departing from his prepared remarks, Pope
Francis spoke of a letter he received from a
Ukrainian bishop, recounting the sufferings of
the people of Ukraine. “Let us pray together to
the Madonna for this beloved land of Ukraine, on
its Independence Day,” he said, and lead the
faithful in praying the “Hail Mary,” concluding,
“Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.”
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