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BozpnsuxeHHs XXuoTtBopsworo Xpecta

Ceato BosgBukeHHs XuBoTBopsiworo Xpecta
lFocnoaHbOro BCTaHOBMEHO Ha 3raAKy npo BigHau-
[eHHA Ta Bo3aBuxkeHHA XpecTta XpuctoBoro. Lis 3Ha-
MeHHa nogis Bigbynacs 3a imnepatopa KoctsHTuHa
Benukoro, fikuii nepwium 3 pUMCLKUX iMnepaTopiB
NPUMUHUB FOHIHHS Ha XPUCTUSH.

PiBHoanocTonbHui iMneparop KocTAHTUH, Wwo 3a
pgonomoroto boxoro oTpumaB y TpLOX BilHax nepe-
Mory Hag Boporamu, nob6aumB Ha Hebi Boxe 3HameH-
HA - XpecT i3 Hanucom: «Llum nepemoxewy. Mapsye
Oaxaroum Bigwykatu XpecT, Ha ikomy 6yB po3in‘aTun
Icyc Xpucrtoc, KoctaHTuH HanpaBuB y €pycanum
CBOHO Marip - bnarovyectusy uapuuto Oneny.

Xoua cBsTa uapuua OneHa go uboro 4acy 6yna
BXe B MNOBaXHOMY BiLli, BOHa 3 HAaTXHEHHAIM B3sinacs
3a BUKOHaHHA JOPYYEHHS.

Po3wykytoun XKusotsopsawmii Xpecr, uapuus One-
Ha po3nuTyBasna XpUCTHUsIH Ta iyAaeiB, ane JOBrMM Yac
il nowykn 3anuwanucsa GesycniwHumu. Hapewri, i
BKa3anu Ha oAHOro ctaporo eBpes Ha im'a lyaa, akun
noeigomme, wo XpecT 3apuTMi TaMm, Ae CTOiTb
Kanuwe BeHepu. Kanuwe 3pyiiHyBanu i, 3s8eplumBLun
MOMNUTBY, NOYanuM Konatu 3emto.

Hesabapom 6ynu BusaBneHi Mpo6 TocnogHii i
Henopanik Bifg HbLOro TPU XPecTu, Aolleyka 3 Hanu-
coMm Tpboma MoBamu «lcyc Hasapsauun, Lap lyaen-
Cbkui", 3pobneHa 3a Hakasom [linata, i 4oTupm
uBsxu, Wo npoHusysanu Tino MNocnoga.

Matpiapx Makapin nigHic CBsiTuin Xpect y ropy, a
| Hapog, cniBatouu: «locnoay, NoMunyi», NoLWaHoBy-
" BaB YecHe [lpeso.




GHURGH BULLETIN

October 1 Kosths P41 ¥/
H@PKOBHI’IFI BIGHHRK

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM +Maria Sarachman (40 Anniv) &
Hryhorij Sarachman & Taras Sarachman
(Joanne Bader)

Protection of Mother of God (Gr.) - MNokpoB
October 1: 17 S. aft. Pent. - 17 H. no 3C[1

10:00 AM +William Weigand (Nancy & Family)
Eternal Memory - Biunasa Mam’aTb!
12:00 PM +Oleksa Kurlak & +Roman Bucierka &
panachyda (Family)
Monday, October 2 XXoBTHs, loHeginok
10:00 AM +lleca OcTawyk CimiHcki - 40 gHiB i
naH. (Anna Tkauyk Sommer i PokconsHa
Tkavyyk McFeden 3 poauHoto)
Tuesday, October 3 XXoBTHs, BiBTOpPOK
9:00 AM +William Fred Marc (MaryAnn DuBois)
Wed., October 4 XXoBTHs, Cepeaa
9:00 AM +Madeline Mitulinsky (Linda Steeb)
Thu., October 5 XXoBTHs1, YeTBep
8:00 AM B Ham. Xpwucri i BorgaHa TypunHiok

Saturday, October 7 XXoBTHs, Cy60oTa
4:30 PM +Olha Popadyn (Mary Obermiller)

October 8: 18 S. aft. Pent. - 18 H. no 3C[1

10:00 AM +lleca OcTawyk CimiHcKi
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

Eternal Light Burns
In memory of +Oleksa Kurlak & +Roman
Bucierka (Requ. by Kurlak Family)

Biyne Citno B yectb 1. 1. M.
lopuTb 3a 3a0poB’A
Iropa lNycaka i poauHu (0. Map’siH)

Important - BaxHe
Bazaar Mailing and Meeting — Monday,
October 9, 2017 - 3:00 PM in the Church
Hall. If you are interested in helping,
please attend. Raffle tickets will be
mailed out and we will discuss plans for
the upcoming bazaar.

30ipka Ha J10MOMOrY MOMIKOXKEHUM

I'yparann I'apsi i Ipma 3anummiu no cooi
ayxe darato mkoau, sik B Tekcaci Tak i Ha
Dabopui, AK TeK B IeSIKMX NOTPAHUYHHUX
mrarax. Bindyaosa mo Oypsix Oyae moBra i
KOILITOBHA.

Mpu Bci po3yMi€eMO KOHEYHICTh i IIBHIKOL
i meapoi romomorn. Mu Bci Maemo 000B’-
SI30K ONMiKyBaTHCsSl CBOIMM OparaMu i cec-
TPaMH a 0CO0/IMBO THMH SIKI CHJIHO IOCTPa-
naan. /AaxkveMo BeiM 3a Bamni moskepreu!

Collection for the Hurricane victims

In the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey
and Irma, which devastated many parts of
Texas and Florida, as well as some
neighboring states, we are conducting a
special collection to come to the aid of the
many who desperately need it.

We all witnessed the devastation on TV,
we understand and empathize with those
suffering and recognize the importance of
giving support and of being as generous as
possible. We are, indeed, our brothers’
keepers! Thank You for Your donations!

photos on facebook.com

Ukrainian Treasures & More

79 Southridge Dr

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, f}eweﬁy & Em ﬁroidé‘rl

Nick Hurmak

QWNIR

(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian|
MANACGLR|

(716) 578-8185

112 DELAW
TONAWANDA,

FAX: {716) 260125

www.redstarautomotiv

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home

Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO

Judie Hawryluk

West Seneca NY 14224

jahawryluk@gmail.com

s AHINPO
Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

www .Pietszak.com

806 Clinton St.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

()
.
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of

thoughtful Personalized Service

Buffalo Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!

2400 William St.


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkraINIAN Y. YkpaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -’ OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours Business Hours

Closed Wednesdays,
3aumHeHi no cepegax
Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHeinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For All of Your O rld Fav ’
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer o KefirButter » Condiments » Pierogi (Homemade)- Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., e oy 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (n Airport Plaza) m bl EER10) Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 sl W 688-1495

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

* ok k

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

MHoras Jlita!

Many Happy Years!
Birthday wishes to the following parishioners
who celebrate a birthday in October

AnnaPrystajko 2

Irene Burda 5
Adrianna Liddell 7
Christina Arthurs 7
Anna Kowal 8
Michael Borowiec 12
Wasyl Terech 10
Nadia McQuiggan 23
Lida Mazepa 11
Stefania Osadciw 12
Walter Jagodzinski 13
Theodore Prawak 14
David Gurbacki 16
Zirka Hynes 21
Laryssa Chojnacki 23
Sophia Pitolaj 25
Nicholas Serediuk 25
Rev. Raymond Palko 27
Christine Kowalyk 28
Mary Warren 30

And our Children

Yulia Victoria Kogut 4
Yarema John Paul Nazaruk 20

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

—> Friday Kitchen <

Reminder:

Our Parish Kitchen is open every Friday
from 11AM - 3PM. We thank the ladies
who have been coming on Friday
mornings to help make varenyky. As
always more help is needed. We will
begin making varenyky for the bazaar on
Friday’s and can always use your help.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
- SAVE THESE DATES -

It is time to start thinking about our Parish
Religious Education Program, for grades K-10,
for the 2017-2018 school year. Below are listed
the dates for this year’s program. Classes are

conducted from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.

Dates of 2017-2018
Religious Education Classes

Saturday, October 21, 2017
Saturday, November 18, 2017
Saturday, January 13, 2018
Saturday, February 24, 2018
Saturday, March 24, 2018
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Saturday, May 19, 2018

Registration will take place on Saturday,
October 21, 2017 at 8:30AM.

LUC SUNDAY

The League of Ukrainian
Catholics, Niagara Frontier
Council, would like to invite

A all to celebrate LUC SUNDAY-
October 29, 2017, at Our Lady of Perpetual
Church in Lackawanna, NY. Liturgy will be at
10:00AM. Lunch will follow at 11:30AM at
Lucarelli’s, 1830 Abbott Rd. Lackawanna,
NY. Cost of the luncheon is $20.00. For
reservations call Maria LaPaglia @ 949-8039,
Donna Slabyk @ 481-3418 Elaine Nowadly @
867-0981 by October 24, 2017

Remember:
The Good Samaritan Raffle will take place
today at OLPH Church Hall at their dinner.


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

SAlPOLUEHHA!

BenbmuwaxoBHi Ta flopori
YkpaiHku 1 YkpaiHui !
Bodcpano 1 okonuui

NackaBo npocumo Bac ycix
A0 yyacTn B CBATKYBaHHSAX:

CBATO MNOKPOBU

75 pivyss cmeopeHHs1 YKpaiHCbKOI
[MToecmaHcbkoi Apmil
Ta
100 pivy4si YkpaiHCcbKux

BuseonbHux 3mazanb 1917-1921p.

fike BigOyaeTbLCA B Hedinto,
15 xoBTHA, 2017p.

NMPOCMMO 10 YHACTH!

B Mporpami:

Pankom, B roguHi 10:00 Cnyx6a boxa
B HaMipeHHi YkpaiHcbkoro Hapoay Ta
MaHaxupa 3a ycix nonernux
yKpaiHcbKux 6opuis Nepois-Jlnuapis,
B LiepkBi cB. Mukonas.

Mo nonypHi, B roauni 1:00
B YkpaiHcbkomy [lomi “MIHinpo”
npu 562 [IxeHeci Byn., botano, H.W.
BiabyaeTbca CBATOYHA nporpama -
BucrynaroTtb - xop OXK-OYCY ,Mpis”, i
ynexu CYM.
Mepekycka ana npucyTHix nepea
nporpamoto (Big 12:00 go 1:00).
CesimoyHul Komimem
O04CY i OX-04cy

—> Spaghetti Dinner <
Sponsored by Branch 97
Ukrainian National Women's
League of America

*Proceeds to benefit UNWLA charities:
Ukrainian War Victims Fund,
UNWLA Scholarship Fund,
support for a Ukrainian orphanage
and nursing home*

Sunday, October 15, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Church hall
3275 Elmwood Ave., Kenmore, NY
Tickets:
$10 Adults  $5 Kids 6-12 years-old
(From UNWLA Br. 97 members or at the door.)
Basket raffle and music.

For info, call 716-984-4886

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBath go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is open every Friday.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

soren  DIOPS

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtnm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepen Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micsuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTH CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

tOBINENHUA PIK NPUCBAYEHMA
NATPIAPXY NOCU®Y CRINOMY

2017 - COMMEMORATIVE YEAR OF
PATRIARCH JOSYF SLIPYI
One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Birth
(February, 1892)
Centennial Year of Priestly Ordination
(September, 1917)

Fiftieth Anniversary of First Pastoral Visit to
The United States (summer, 1968)
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Transfer of his
Body from Rome to Lviv (August, 1992)

The Ukrainian Museum and Library of
Stamford announces the Opening of
a Commemorative Exhibit in his memory
on September 29, 2017 (by invitation)
Open to the Public
until Thanksgiving Day, 2017

Museum hours:
Wednesday thru Friday 1-5 pm
Saturdays (for group appomtments)

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church

=i

200 Como Park Blvd
Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Phone 684-0738

www.holytrinitybuffalo.com
follow us on Facebook

“VYSHYVANKA”
Ukrainian Dance
Saturday, October 21, 2017

Ukrainian Band “My Razom”
from Rochester
8:00 - 12:00 Midnight

Ethnic Kitchen - 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Bar Open 7:00 — 12:00 Midnight

PRIZES for best
Ukrainian Embroidery Outfit

Pre-Sale Tickets ($20.00 per person)
At Door ($25.00)
Fr. Yuriy @ 716/684-0738
Halyna Antonyshyn @ 716/662-3532

3 nymok Muxaina [lenytata

o [ocTiHO auBKCA Y A3epKano AyLli CBOEI.
¢ [lo Bora Tpeba gocTpaxgaTuce.

o He wykai gokasiB Bipi, 3anuvwum Le iHwmum. BoHu

3HaWayTb AOKa3M, a TOOI BUCTaumnTb Bipw.

e [oni6HO COHLIO, sIKe CXOAMUTDL i 3aX0AUTb,

NOBWHHA GyTVI mMonuTeBa TBOA — WOAEHHOHO.

From the letter of Fr. Robert

| would like to thank all those that have asked
me about my mom, brother and family in Puerto
Rico. They are well, thanks be to God. | haven't
heard from my two nephews and their families or
my brother in law, my
aunts and many
cousins. Perhaps
things will get worse
before getting better.
97% of the island is _—
without telephone,
close to 100% has no : .
power, hence no water. The roads are severely
damaged, between debris like trees, electric lines,
in some cases whole houses, roofs, dead
animals etc. other roads are missing bridges or
pieces of the road eroded. Many bridges have
been compromised and cannot be used. People
have no idea how their T
relatives are since there
is no telephone service
and you can't drive
anywhere. In a text =
message my brother |
described his farm in the &= — ==
country as like if an
atomic bomb went off: the | = :
trees have no leaves and he lost all the coffee
bananas, plantains etc. Very sad, but thanks be to
God he and mom are okay.

The other religions of the world are different in
their presentation of the Golden Rule. For
example, Confucianism says, “Do not do to others
what you would not like yourself” (Analects 12:2).
Buddhism teaches, “Hurt not others in ways that
you yourself would find hurtful” (Udana-Varga
5,1). In the writings of Hindus, we read “Do nothing
to others you would not have them do unto you”
(Mahabharata 5,1517). Even Judaism puts it
similarly: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your
fellowman” (Talmud, Shabbat 3id).

Notice the vast difference between what all
these religions teach and what Christ says in Luke
6:31? All of these other religions state the Golden
Rule negatively. Do not do to others what you
don’t want them to do to you. If you don’t like

2 something done to
you, don’'t do it to
others. If we followed
the Golden Rule of
the world religions, it
would only stop us
from doing harmful
: | things to others. We
shouldnt steal, because we don'’t like it when
others steal from us. We shouldn’t lie to others,
because we don't like to be lied to. We shouldn’t
hurt others, because we don't like to be hurt.

But what does Christ say? He says, “Do unto
others, what you want them to do to you.” This is

i not a negatively stated
command, but it is
positive. Christ goes way
beyond not doing bad
things to others, and
raises the bar to doing
good things for others.
Sure, don’t steal, don't lie,
don’t cheat, don’t hurt.
But above and beyond that, give generously to
others, tell the truth when you could keep silent,
be honest, help others who need help, bless, and
pray for others.

The first couple of generations of Christians
adopted this teaching well. As an example is The
Didache, written around the year 100AD brought
forth the Gospel teaching to the next generations
of Christians:

“There are two ways; the one is that of life and
the other is that of death. There is a great
difference between the two ways. The Way of Life
is this: first, you shall love the God Who made you;
second, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.


http://www.holytrinitybuffalo.com/

Everything that you do not wish to be done to you,
do not do to another! Bless those who curse you,
and pray for your enemies. Fast for those who
persecute you, for what grace would you receive
if you love only those who love you back? Even
the heathen do that. Love those who hate you, and
you will have no enemies. If someone strikes you
on the right cheek, turn the other to him also, and
you will be perfect.”

It's not a matter of trading bad behavior for
bad. Itis not a matter of what goes around comes
around; it is a matter of responding to the ungodly
with God’s love. After all we have been made by
God to his own image and likeness.

Christ says, ‘Love your enemies!” Can you
imagine the apostles thinking, maybe even saying,
‘He must be joking, it's just not possible to do
what he is telling us. That sets the bar way too
high.” Loving our enemies is not only difficult, it
goes counter to our natural disposition as human
beings. On our own, we can’t do it! Perhaps we
think to ourselves: Lord you certainly do not know
my enemies! So perhaps the best we can do
about loving our enemies is at least to try not to
hate them. | guess it will be a step on the right
direction. Personally, | try to remember that where
| find misery and should react with Mercy. That is
the Godly way.

Jesus tells us in great detail not only to love
our enemies but to do good things for them
without even looking for recompense. Elsewhere
in the Gospel, He says, loan without expecting
interest, if your brother asks for your coat, give
him your shirt as well, if you are slapped on the
cheek, turn the other cheek that you enemy may
slap it as well!(Matthew 5:38-48) Isn'’t it true that
when we are not at our best, we want others to
give us the benefit of the doubt, give us a “pass”,
treat us with mercy and understanding rather than
with vengeance?

How can we rise to this exhortation of the
Lord? We must always bear in mind that what is

impossible for men and women on their own is
made possible by our relationship with God.
Jesus died that excruciatingly painful death on the
Cross fully as a human being, suffering as any one
of us would in that situation. He died an
excruciating death, intentionally inflicted upon
Him by other human beings, and yet, rather than
cursing them, He prayed for them, ‘Father forgive
them, for they know not what they do’. His
forgiveness was a miracle, and by giving our will
over to His, that miracle can happen in us. It is
possible!

Miraculous things happen in our lives when
we truly give ourselves and all of the defects of our
human nature over to God. St. Paul said, “I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (Galatians
2:20) St. John the Baptist said, “He must increase,
but | must decrease. He who comes from above is
above all.” (John 3:23) This is the outlook we
must take as Christians. If we give up our will, and
embrace His will as our own, then we will be able
to follow the exhortation to love our enemies and
to be merciful, even as our Father in Heaven is
merciful.

Yours as always,
Fr. Robert

From last Bulletin: (Photo No. 34)
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