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Autumn clergy days for the priests of the Stamford Eparchy. Fr. Bohdan Tymchyshyn, Head of the Patriarchal Commiss-
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«bytu noguHotox. Y ®inagenbgii BaHysanu
nam’aTb BnaxeHHiworo Jlto6omupa Nysapa
28 BepecHsa Ha ¢hopymi PenirinHoro ToBapucTBa
yKpaiHuiB-katonukis «Ceata Cocpia» CLUA (TCC A)
BinOyBcA Buknag Ha Temy «Cnoragu npo Bnaxen-
Hiworo Jlto6omupa MNysapa», kUM noainunuca na-
pox uepksu Ceatoro Mukonas B badchano (wrar
Hbto-Wopk) o. Mapisn Mpoumk, ronosa TCC A aka-
pemik HAH Ykpaiuu JleoHig PyaHuubkuid, ronosa
ocepenky npaui HaykoBoro ToBapucTtea iMeHi LlleB-
yeHka y ®inagenndii a-p Onekcanap JIyXHULBLKWA.
(Npec-cnyx6a ToBapuctea «Cesta Codisi» CLUA)

Matp. NloGommpy npucBOINM 3BaHHA
MoyecHoro mewkaHusa KHskunyis

Csitnoi nam’ati Bnax. Jlto6omupy MNysapy mic-
LieBa Bnaga npucBeoina 3eaHHA [oyecHoro melw-
kaHus cena Kuspkudi, wo nig Kuesom. Y ubomy
ceni BnaxeHHiwun Jlto6ommp npoxuBas 3 yacy
nosepHeHHs ociaky Mnasu YKL go KueBa. Y ue-
peMOHii NpOronoweHHA B3SIB y4YacTb Braguka
BorpaH (O3topax), cekpetap CuHoay €nuckonis
YIKU. Ha cBaTi 3 AyXoBHUMHU nicHecniBaMu BUC-
TynuB xop KuiBcbkoi TpboxcBaTUTENLCLKOI AY-
XOBHOI ceMiHapil. (OenaptameHT iHchopmauii YTKL)
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Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM +Olha Popadyn (Mary Obermiller)

October 8: 18 S. aft. Pent. - 18 H. no 3C[1

10:00 AM +lleca OcTawyk CimiHcKi
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH
Monday, October 9 XXoBTHs, loHeginok
8:00 AM 3a 3popos’si Iropa Nycaka i PognHu
Tuesday, October 10 XXoBTHS, BiBTOpPOK
9:00 AM 3a 3popos’s Teogopa CeHbkiB
(Cectpa i PoguHa)
Wed., October 11 XXoBTHsa, Cepena
9:00 AM +Kateryna Staszkiw (Lisiecki Fam.)
Thu., October 12 XXoBTHS, YeTBep
8:00 AM +Mapycs Npouwmk (X. B. TypueHtok)
Fri., October 13 XXoBTHs, M’aTHUUA
9:00 AM +Mary & John Colomon
(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)
Saturday, October 14 XXoBTHs, Cy60Ta
9:00 AM +borgaH i Codia [lycaHiBCbKi
(Popuna) - 40 g i Manaxuaa
11:00 AM +Muxanno MoxHay - 1 pik
(Michael & Orysia Dail)
4:30 PM For all sick and suffering

October 15: 19 S. aft. Pent. - 19 H. no 3C[1

10:00 AM Cesito lNokpoBa - CesATto YA
(OXOUYCY) - naH. 3a nonarnux xepois
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

Important - BaxHe!!!

Bazaar Mailing and Meeting — Monday,
October 9, 2017 - 3:00 PM in the Church
Hall. If you are interested in helping,
please attend. Raffle tickets will be mail-
ed out and we will discuss plans for the
upcoming bazaar. < < < < < < <&

| am on L.U.C. Convention
this weekend. Consider
become a member of L.U.C.

—> Spaghetti Dinner <
Sponsored by Branch 97
Ukrainian National Women's
League of America
*Proceeds to benefit UNWLA charities:
Ukrainian War Victims Fund,
UNWLA Scholarship Fund,
support for a Ukrainian orphanage
and nursing home*

Sunday, October 15, 2017
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Church hall

Eternal Light Burns
In memory of +Nikola & Maria Mucyn
(Requ. by Roman Nyznyk)

Biune Cgitno B yects [1. [I. M. roputb
3a 3gopos’s Iropa N'ycaka i poanHm

3275 Elmwood Ave., Kenmore, NY
Tickets:
$10 Adults  $5 Kids 6-12 years-old
(From UNWLA Br. 97 members or at the door.)
Basket raffle and music.

For info, call 716-984-4886

photos on facebook.com

Ukrainian Treasures & More

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

lp-gdt=iies Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm

Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ukrainian Eggs, {}eweﬁy & Em ﬁroid'erl
jahawryluk@gmail.com

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Nick Hurmak

QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian|
MANACGLR|

(716) 578-

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o~
LS

9
.
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkraINIAN Y. YkpaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -’ OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza
562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHeinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com
Is the the web-page to find More information and

events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For All of Your O rld Fav ¥
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer o KefirButter » Condiments » Pierogi (Homemade)- Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese # European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., e oy 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) m ks \fﬂ'ffg Ambherst (Getzoille Plaza)

630-0130 e 688-1495

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
- SAVE THESE DATES -

It is time to start thinking about our Parish
Religious Education Program, for grades K-10,
for the 2017-2018 school year. Below are listed
the dates for this year’s program. Classes are

conducted from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.

Dates of 2017-2018
Religious Education Classes

Saturday, October 21, 2017
Saturday, November 18, 2017
Saturday, January 13, 2018
Saturday, February 24, 2018
Saturday, March 24, 2018
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Saturday, May 19, 2018

Registration will take place on Saturday,
October 21, 2017 at 8:30AM.

UKRAINIAN-AMERICAN
CIVIC CENTER
205 Military Rd - Buffalo, NY 14207

Roast

Saturday 10/21 B 5:00pm
A T
L e

Purchase Thurscday or Friday evenings atthe club
or at the doou (if available).

LUC SUNDAY
The League of Ukrainian
Catholics, Niagara  Frontier

Council, would like to invite all to
celebrate LUC SUNDAY- October
29, 2017, at Our Lady of Perpetual Church in
Lackawanna, NY. Liturgy will be at 10:00AM.
Lunch will follow at 11:30AM at Lucarelli’s, 1830
Abbott Rd. Lackawanna, NY. Cost of the
luncheon is $20.00. For reservations call Maria
LaPaglia @ 949-8039, Donna Slabyk @ 481-3418
Elaine Nowadly @ 867-0981 by October 24, 2017

- October 7, Saturday <

Annual Pig Roast 2017

at “CYM” camp in Fillmore NY
Ukrainian American Youth Camp,
11517 Lapp Rd, Fillmore, NY 14735
Food, refreshments,
music, horseshoes,
camping bonfire, raffles

—> Friday Kitchen <

Our Parish Kitchen is open every Friday
from 11AM - 3PM. We thank the ladies who
have been coming on Friday mornings to
help make varenyky.

Cambodian Food

at Dnipro on Oct. 13, 2017, 6-9pm,
chef Jen Ley, has large following with
UB students. Please welcome her
for one day event at Dnipro.


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=11517+Lapp+Rd,+Fillmore,+NY+14735&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

SAlPOLUEHHA!

BenbmuwaxoBHi Ta flopori
YkpaiHku 1 YkpaiHui !
Bodcpano 1 okonuui

NackaBo npocumo Bac ycix
A0 yyacTn B CBATKYBaHHSAX:

CBATO MNOKPOBU

75 pivyss cmeopeHHs1 YKpaiHCbKOI
[MToecmaHcbkoi Apmil
Ta
100 pivy4si YkpaiHCcbKux

BuseonbHux 3mazanb 1917-1921p.

fike BigOyaeTbLCA B Hedinto,
15 xoBTHA, 2017p.

NMPOCMMO 10 YHACTH!

B Mporpami:

Pankom, B roguHi 10:00 Cnyx6a boxa
B HaMipeHHi YkpaiHcbkoro Hapoay Ta
MaHaxupa 3a ycix nonernux
yKpaiHcbKux 6opuis Nepois-Jlnuapis,
B LiepkBi cB. Mukonas.

Mo nonypHi, B roauni 1:00
B YkpaiHcbkomy [lomi “MIHinpo”
npu 562 [IxeHeci Byn., botano, H.W.
BiabyaeTbca CBATOYHA nporpama -
BucrynaroTtb - xop OXK-OYCY ,Mpis”, i
ynexu CYM.
Mepekycka ana npucyTHix nepea
nporpamoto (Big 12:00 go 1:00).
CesimoyHul Komimem
O04CY i OX-04cy

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church

200 Como Park Blvd, Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Phone 684-0738

www.holytrinitybuffalo.com follow us on Facebook

“VYSHYVANKA”
Ukrainian Dance
Saturday, October 21, 2017

Ukrainian Band “My Razom” from Rochester
8:00 - 12:00 Midnight

Ethnic Kitchen - 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Bar Open 7:00 — 12:00 Midnight
PRIZES for best Ukrainian Embroidery Outfit

Pre-Sale Tickets ($20.00 per person)
At Door ($25.00)
Fr. Yuriy @ 716/684-0738
Halyna Antonyshyn @ 716/662-3532

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBath go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is open every Friday.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

orrs  TOPS

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepen Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micsuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTH CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
http://www.holytrinitybuffalo.com/

Panio mepenaua ""Muyocepaauii CamapsiHuH'
Joouna gidiiiuina 6io boza i nokunyna
Onasxicennuil paii uepes Henocuyx, a uepes
eukonannsa bocoi Boni nosepuemuca 0o neoa.

[Jopori 6patTa i cecTpy y XpUCTI, Y L0 He-
LITI0 MW YATAEMO PO3NOBiAb MPO Te, AK Icyc
BUKOHYE MICIHY AiSNbHICTb, Hece NHO4AM
[o6py HosuHy. BiH nokasye cebe po6pum
MPOMOBIAHNKOM, CMPaBXHIM YUuuTenem Xnt-
T8, nocigarenem IcTMHW, fO6pPUM OpraHi3aTo-
pom. JTiogw, cnyxarouu Moro, 3axonnosanmcs
Hum no-ntoackku, Moro cnosamu i iioro nose-
[iHKO0. Ane Lie He 6yna Linb oro micii, noT-
pibHO 6yno Bif 3axonsieHHs Hum nepeintn go
Bipn B Hboro.

Iepme mpoxanns Icyca no Ilerpa

Cepep Tvx ntoei 6yB i CUMOH (3 4acoMm 3Mmi-
HUTb IM’A Ha [eTpo). MNeTpo gonomarae Icyco-
Bi, Aat0uu CBIil YOBEH, | MabyTb AeCb CXBa/IOE
TakKe PO3yMHe PiLLIEHHS, a[Ke Nitofein 6yno ay-
e 6arato i HoBeH OyB 6e34isNbHUIA.

NeTpo BUKOHYE NpOXaHHSA Icyca ayKe paso
i MOSACHEHHS LbOMY MOXe 6yTW Te, L0 Ham
Nerko BUKOHyBaTu Boxy BO/KO, KON pajo no-
rODKYEMOCS 13 HEKO | KO/IM HEMaE HIYOro npo-
TUPIYMBOrO HALIMM MepeKOHaHHAM, HaLlomy
[OCBIZY XXUTTS, HALWNM M1aHaM.

[MpuxoauTs 4ac, KOJIM CTOIMO Nepea BUOOPOM

[pyre npoxaHHs BUKNMKaNO nNpobnemy ans
MeTtpa. Agpke Icyc nonpocuvBs BigAaNNTU YOBEH
i noyatu noBMTBK pr6. CnpaBXHiin prbak, Lo
Lline CBOE XXMTTA MOTPaTUB Ti/lbKK Ha Le, J06-
pe 3HaB, WO Y Lieil Yac HIiY0ro He 3M10BULL.

Came ToMy fecb B rMbuHI aywi 3anepe-
4yyBaB YuUuUTeN0, He NOro4KyBaBCH.

MoAibHO CTaeTbCs 3 HaMK, KO B NEBHI MO-
MEHTW XXUTTA MPUXOAUTLCS BMOMpPATL: MNITK
LUNAXOM BKaszaHUM Borom, um MiTK IHLIOH
[oporoto. Haww ceitornag, Halli nepeKoHaHHs,
Halll XapakTep i 0CBiTa, Ta BPeLUTI HaLLl AOCBIA

nigKasyTb Ham SKWil BUGIP MaeMo 3po6uTy,
aJie YacTo L nifkaska e Bcyreped boxiii Boni.
Lo Toai?

MeTpo He 3anepedye CBill AOCBIA, ane BUKO-
Hye npoxaHHa Xpucta: “Ha meoe cnoeo!”
HemoB cebe 3axulliae nepep BUCMitOBaHHSM
focBigyeHnMx  pubakiB. Pu3unkye 3apagu
iHTepecy, a MOX/MBO, Wo6 npoBunT “Myg-
peust XuUTTa”, ane “HeTAMyLWOro B pubanb-
CTBI”, @ MOXe [iAiCHO OyB 3aXOr/IeHNiA NoCTaT-
THO TOro, XTO roBOpWB i BipnB Yy Te, WO BiH
rOBOPWUTb.
CraBcsl MOYATOK /I0Broro HIsXy, HIISAXy Bipu

3noBunun Garato puou, Lo MyCIIN KIMKaTK
IHLKMX, aKe YOBHM noyann notonatu. Konm
LLOK Bif, NepexumToro nepenwios, Metpo ma-
OyTb BriepLle MoYMHaE 6aunTn PISHULIO MK
co60to Ta lcycom. He B 3HaHHAX i B JOCBIfi €
cekpet ycnixy, a —y Bipi! Mosiputn i 3pobu-
TI, NOC/yXaBLUW.

I ckazae Icyc Cumonosi: He nakaiice, 8i0 ybo2o
yacy mu 0Oydews noeumu awoei! I eonu
nosumsa2aiu Ha 3emJjii0 406HU, NOKUH)/1U 6ce, ma
i1 niwnu eécnio 3a Hum.

Icyc knnye MeTpa 40 BeIMKOT MICIT i Ua Micis
€ Mae OyTM Ha He /OACHKIA OCHOBI, ane Ha
Boxiii, oTxke yepe3 BIPY

“Ane boe subpas nemyope ceimy, ujob 3aco-
pomumu myopux, i Hemiune ceimy boe eubpas,
wob 3acopomumu CuibHe,i NPOCMUX C8IMY, I
noeopodiceHux, i HesHauHux subopaes boe, uob
3HA4YHE 3Hi6€llum1/l, mak I/l/;06 HE X6AaJlUnocs
neped bozom sicaone mino®. 1kop 1.27-209.

He MOXKHa 3anepeynTu, WO MU Bipyroui ft0-
AN, ane BCe XX MOXHa 4acTo MOCTaBWUTU Mif
CYMHIB Hawy Bipy B Icyca. OcobnmBo TOgj,
KON 0ro npoxaHHs, 3anoBigi, 4OPOrosKasm,
nopagy, nayTb BCyrnepey Halum nepekoHaH-
HAM Y/ gymMKaMm iHWux nogei. [ (o. Bitanii

Yn Mun pusmkHemo sk Metpo? [ TapaceHKo)

“Good Samaritan” Ukrainian Radio Program
Over the years, | have met many people of all ages and
walks of life. When | worked in the hospital, | often meant
those who were sick or dying, and the families who were
either absent or remained ever vigilant at their bedsides. In
the field of education, | have interacted with thousands of
students and their parents, and in that time, | have witnessed
families face divorce, cancer, death, and even abuse. | met a
woman the other day, a mother of four children, who just
found out that she has terminal cancer and not much longer
to live. A friend of mine over the spring lost her only child to
a debilitating disease. A young couple was struck and killed
by a drunk driver on their wedding day this summerA few
years ago, twenty innocent children were killed by a lone
gunman at Sandy Hook Elementary just ten days before
Christmas. It seems that no realm of today’s society is free
from tragedy, but what concerns me more is how many

people either blame God or no longer turn to Him Zar

in the midst of their tragedy. If we do not have
our faith to cling to in times such as these, what
do we have? This often leads many people to
ask, in fact, | am sure that we have all asked
this question at one time or another: Why do
bad things happen to good people? Why does
God allow these things to happen? There’s
illness and abuse, broken relationships and
betrayal, sorrow and injury, disappointment
and heartache, crime and death. And perhaps it
begs us to ask the question, ‘Why? Why me?
Why now?’ =
That “why” question goes back thousands of years. It was
asked in the Old Testament by Job and the writers of the
Psalms, and it was especially relevant during the 20th
century, where we witnessed two World Wars, the Holocaust,
genocides in the Soviet Union and China, devastating
famines in Ukraine and Africa, the killing fields of Cambodia,
the emergence of AIDS, the genocide in Rwanda and the
ethnic cleansing of Kosovo. And the 21st Century did not
start off any better. There was 9/11, horrific shootings in
schools and universities throughout our nation.The bombing
at the Boston Marathon, the Syrian slaughters, ISIS, and on
and on. Many people ask: Why all of this if there is a loving
and powerful God? Why do bad things happen to good
people? St. Paul addresses this issue in his first letter to the
Corinthians: “Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling
reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with
perfect clarity. All that | know now is partial and incomplete,
but then I will know everything completely, just as God now
knows me completely.” So when we ask about specific
individual events and want to know why this particular

tragedy happened, we will never be given the full answer in
this world. Someday we will see these hardships with clarity,
but for now things are foggy. We cannot possibly understand
everything from our finite perspective. And frankly, the
people who are suffering right now do not need a theological
perspective, because any intellectual response is going to
seem trite and inadequate. What we all desperately need
when bad things happen is the very real and comforting
presence of the Lord in their lives.

The Old Testament gives us a great example in the story
of Joseph, who went through terrible suffering, being sold
into slavery by his own brothers, unfairly accused of a crime
and falsely imprisoned. Finally, after a dozen years, he was
put in arole of great authority where he could save the lives
of his family and many others. This is what he spoke to his
brothers: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for

good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of

.. many lives” (Genesis 50:20). If we are committed to
A0 God, He promises that He can and will take
whatever pain we are experiencing and draw
something good from it. You might say, ‘No,
he can’t in my circumstance. The harm is too
great, the damage too extreme, and the depth
of my suffering has been too much. No, in my
case there is no way God can cause any good
to emerge.” Suffering is a personal problem; it
demands a personal response. And God isn’t
* some distant, detached, and disinterested deity;
He entered into our world and personally
experienced our pain. Jesus is there in the lowest
places of our lives. From the depths of the genocide that took
place some twenty years ago in Rwanda a woman wrote
these words: “No matter how deep our darkness, Jesus is
deeper still.” Every tear we shed becomes His tear. It is not
just that God knows and sympathizes with us in our troubles.
After all, any close friend can do that. Any close friend can
sit beside you and comfort you and empathize with you. No,
Jesus is much closer than our dearest friend, because if we
have put our trust in Him, then Jesus is living in us. And,
therefore, our sufferings are His sufferings; our sorrow is His
SOrrow.

God can use our suffering to draw us to Him, to mold and
sharpen our character, to influence others through us and for
Him - the Lord can draw something good from our pain in a
myriad of ways, but only if we are willing to trust and follow
Him, especially in the darkest of times. God’s ultimate
answer to suffering is not an explanation but rather the
incarnation. So, when tragedy strikes, as it will; when
suffering comes, as it will; when we are wrestling with pain,
as we will - we can then make the choice to run toward the



Lord with all our heart and soul, and here is what we will
discover: we will find peace to deal with the present, we will
find courage to deal with our future, and we will find the
incredible promise of eternal life in heaven. “These things
I've written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
in order that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John
5:13). Yes, sometimes bad things happen to people who
seem undeserving of them. But God allows things to happen
for His reasons, whether or not we understand them. Above
all, however, we must remember that God is good, just,
loving, and merciful. Often things happen to us that we
simply cannot understand. However, instead of doubting
God's goodness, our reaction should be one of trust.” Trust
in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

As to the specific issue of pain and suffering, C. S. Lewis,
who watched his beloved wife die of cancer, put it this way:
"Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in
our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our
pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world." God's plan
is for us to return to him, and to lead the best possible life on
earth; sometimes we need to be reminded of our purpose.
We have freedom, and we have free will. We have that free
will because God loves us and desires our love in return, just
as a parent loves their child unconditionally. | always
remember when my son was 5 years old and entered public
school a few miles from where we lived. | worried about how
he was going to adjust to kindergarten and whether kids
would be kind to him or not. But | also knew it was time, it
was the right time. So off he went, and there | was, waiting at
the end of the day, sitting by the door, anxious to see him
come home on the bus. When he did, and he came off that
bus smiling and jumping down each step into my much-
awaited arms, | was so incredibly happy and relieved. You
have no choice but to let your children go in many ways and
during different stages of their lives, but as a parent we are
so relieved when they return to us. Imagine, then, how God
feels when we return home to him. He lets us go, He sets us
free, and He acts as a loving father does, but He so much
wants us to return home again. | am happy every single day
when my son comes home to me. There is no greater
happiness in my life. So now imagine how much God loves
us, and even when bad things happen to us, when tragedy
strikes and heartache is more than we can bear, trust that
God is there waiting for us to return to Him.

Truthfully, there is no adequate answer for why bad things
happen to good people, but through the incarnation of Christ
we can be called sons and daughters of God, that is the
ultimate answer to our suffering and there lies our

everlasting joy, with a Father who loves us and whose infinite
wisdom is far greater than our own. There is no conceivable
way for us to possibly understand why children die, why
people develop cancer, why there is divorce, famine,
disease, and war. But one thing is clear, there is one certainty
above all things: Jesus chose to come and live among us, He
suffered what we suffer, Jesus was betrayed by his closest
friends, He was hurt and broken, and Jesus grieved deeply.
Despite these hardships, Jesus suffered for our sins in order
for us to have Eternal life, in order to bridge the gap between
heaven and earth, between us and God. There is a clarity
found through our faith, but we must turn to the Lord in times
of tragedy, we must believe that our suffering is not in vain,
and we have to trust that while bad things do happen to good
people - God is in charge — and His wisdom is infinite. | can
honestly say that the personal struggles and sufferings that
I have endured in my own life have made me who | am today.
We all face hardships, there are times when life seems unfair,
we must endure loss that seems unbearable, but those
sufferings do bring us closer to God and they make us who
we are today - more compassionate, more giving, more
empathetic, and more able to see the presence of God in all
things. One day, when we leave the surly bonds of this world
to touch the face of God, we will no longer ask: ‘Why? Why
me? Why now?’ instead we will see things more clearly, as
God intends it to be. As the psalmist once wrote: “You who
have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive
me again; from the depths of the earth you will bring me up
again. You will increase my greatness and comfort me
always” (Psalms 71:20-21).
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