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«Бути людиною». У Філадельфії вшанували 
пам’ять Блаженнішого Любомира Гузара 
28 вересня на форумі Релігійного товариства 

українців-католиків «Свята Софія» США (ТСС А) 
відбувся виклад на тему «Спогади про Блажен-
нішого Любомира Гузара», яким поділилися па-
рох церкви Святого Миколая в Баффало (штат 
Нью-Йорк) о. Маріян Процик, голова ТСС А ака-
демік НАН України Леонід Рудницький, голова 
осередку праці Наукового товариства імені Шев-
ченка у Філадельфії д-р Олександр Лужницький. 

(Прес-служба Товариства «Свята Софія» США) 
 

Autumn clergy days for the priests of the Stamford Eparchy. Fr. Bohdan Tymchyshyn, Head of the Patriarchal Commiss-
ion for the Family, presented very interesting and informative talks on the pastoral care of families and married couples. 

 

Congratulations to Ivan David! One year old. Happy Many Years! 

At OLPH Feastday – The youngest volunteers. 

Патр. Любомиру присвоїли звання 
Почесного мешканця Княжичів 

Світлої пам’яті Блаж. Любомиру Гузару міс-
цева влада присвоїла звання Почесного меш-
канця села Княжичі, що під Києвом. У цьому 
селі Блаженніший Любомир проживав з часу 
повернення осідку Глави УГКЦ до Києва. У це-
ремонії проголошення взяв участь владика 
Богдан (Дзюрах), секретар Синоду Єпископів 
УГКЦ. На святі з духовними піснеспівами вис-
тупив хор Київської Трьохсвятительської ду-
ховної семінарії. (Департамент інформації УГКЦ) 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

4:30 PM +Olha Popadyn (Mary Obermiller) 
 

October 8: 18 S. aft. Pent. – 18 Н. по ЗСД 
10:00 АМ +Леся Осташук Сімінскі 
12:00 PМ For Parishioners – За Парохіян 
 

Monday, October 9 Жовтня, Понеділок 
8:00 AM За Здоров’я Ігора Гусака і Родини 
  

Tuesday, October 10 Жовтня, Вівторок 
9:00 AM За Здоров’я Теодора Сеньків 

(Сестра і Родина) 
 

Wed., October 11 Жовтня, Середа 
9:00 АM   +Kateryna Staszkiw (Lisiecki Fam.) 
 

Thu., October 12 Жовтня, Четвер 
8:00 АM  +Маруся Процик (Х. Б. Турченюк)   
 

Fri., October 13 Жовтня, П’ятниця 
9:00 АM   +Mary & John Colomon  

(Allen & Nadine Burkholder) 
 

Saturday, October 14 Жовтня, Субота 
9:00 АM   +Богдан і Софія Дусанівські 

(Родина) – 40 д і Панахида 
11:00 АМ +Михайло Мохнач – 1 рік 

(Michael & Orysia Dail) 
4:30 PM For all sick and suffering 
 

October 15: 19 S. aft. Pent. – 19 Н. по ЗСД 
10:00 АМ Свято Покрова – Свято УПА 

(ОЖОЧСУ) – пан. за поляглих хероїв 
12:00 PМ For Parishioners – За Парохіян 

 

Eternal Light Burns  
In memory of +Nikola & Maria Mucyn 

(Requ. by Roman Nyznyk) 
 

 
 

Вічне Світло в честь П. Д. М. горить  
за здоров’я Ігора Гусака і родини  

 
 

 

Saint Nicholas Church 
Церква Св. Миколая 
(Під Опікою П.Д.М.) 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

 

I m p o r t a n t  -  В а ж н е ! ! ! 
Bazaar Mailing and Meeting – Monday, 
October 9, 2017 – 3:00 PM in the Church 
Hall. If you are interested in helping, 
please attend. Raffle tickets will be mail-
ed out and we will discuss plans for the 
upcoming bazaar.    ß ß ß ß ß ß ß 
================================================= 

 

I am on L.U.C. Convention 
this weekend. Consider  

become a member of L.U.C. 
================================================= 

 

à Spaghetti Dinner ß 
Sponsored by Branch 97 

Ukrainian National Women's 
League of America 

 

*Proceeds to benefit UNWLA charities: 
Ukrainian War Victims Fund,  
UNWLA Scholarship Fund, 

support for a Ukrainian orphanage  
and nursing home* 

 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Church hall 
3275 Elmwood Ave., Kenmore, NY 

Tickets: 
$10 Adults       $5 Kids 6-12 years-old 

(From UNWLA Br. 97 members or at the door.) 
Basket raffle and music. 

For info, call 716-984-4886 

 
 

================================================================= 

 
================================================================= 

 

Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.buszkafuneralhome.com 
 

================================================================== 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 

 DNIPRO                  ДНІПРО 
Ukrainian Cultural Center 

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 

 
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm 

Live Music first Friday every month 
Book your private party now 

 

================================================================= 

Ad in the bulletin 
If you want to advertise 

Your business in the bulletin 
Business card - $100 for a year. 

 

Бізнесова карточка 
$100.00 дол. – 52 рази до року. 

 

================================================================= 
 

 
 

================================================================== 

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors! 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/


 
 

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save 
money with lower rates on loans, make money with 
higher interest on your savings, and save time with 

our convenient online services! 
 

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE 

CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS | 
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | 

MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE 
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES | 

|NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS| 
 

ПЕРСОНАЛЬНІ ТА БІЗНЕСОВІ ФІНАНСОВІ ПОСЛУГИ 
ОЩАДНІ ТА ЧЕКОВІ РАХУНКИ | СЕРТИФІКАТИ | M.M | 

ПЕНСІЙНІ РАХУНКИ | ПОЗИКИ | КРЕДИТИ НА 
НЕРУХОМІСТЬ | ПЛАТІЖНІ КАРТКИ VISA | MONEY-

GRAM | ГРОШОВІ ПЕРЕКАЗИ | ЕЛЕКТРОННІ ПОСЛУГИ 
|ПОСЛУГИ НОТАРІУСА| ПЕРЕКЛАДИ|СТИПЕНДІЇ| 

 

Buffalo Branch 
Ukrainian Home Dnipro 

562 Genesee Street 
Buffalo  NY  14204 

(716) 847-6655 
www.rufcu.org 

Amherst Branch 
Ellicott Creek Plaza 

2882 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Amherst  NY  14228 

(716) 799-8385 
www.rufcu.org 

Business Hours 
Closed Wednesdays, 
Зачинені по середах 

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday 
 | 9:30 am - 5 pm |  

Пон., вівторок, четвер 
Friday / П'ятниця 
| 9:30 am - 7 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  

Business Hours 
Closed Mondays, 

Зачинені по понеділках 
Tuesday - Thursday  

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | 
З вівторка по четвер 

Friday / П'ятниця  
| 9:30 am - 6 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  
Membership subject to eligibility.  Federally insured by NCUA. 

 

Щоб довідатися більше інформацій про це що 
дієтьая в громаді, Просимо відвідати веб-сторінку. 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
 

Is the the web-page to find More information and 
events In our Ukrainian Community. 

 
 

Аre you listening to "Good Samaritan" 
Ukr. Radio Program оn WJJL 1440 AM 
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?  

Thank you for your donations! 
We welcome your comments. 

 

* * * 
Чи ви слухаєте нашу радіо передачу 
«Милосердний Самар'янин» 

Неділя, 2 год. на WJJL 1440 AM? 
Сердечно дякуємо за пожертви! 

 

Please include our Church 
in your charitable donations! 

* * * 
Просимо підтрумувати Рідну Церкву 

талантами, часом і пожертвами.  
 

Cell Phones - Мобільні Телєфони: 
 

Please turn off or silence your cell phone 
before entering the church. Thank you! 

* * * 
Просимо вилучувати ваші мобільні 

телєфони підчас Святої Літургії. 
  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 - SAVE THESE DATES – 

 

It is time to start thinking about our Parish 
Religious Education Program, for grades K-10, 
for the 2017-2018 school year.  Below are listed 
the dates for this year’s program. Classes are 

conducted from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM. 
  

Dates of 2017-2018  
Religious Education Classes 

 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 

Saturday, January 13, 2018 
Saturday, February 24, 2018 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 
Saturday, May 19, 2018 

 

Registration will take place on Saturday, 
October 21, 2017 at 8:30AM.  

================================================================== 

LUC SUNDAY 
The League of Ukrainian 
Catholics, Niagara Frontier 
Council, would like to invite all to 

celebrate LUC SUNDAY- October 
29, 2017, at Our Lady of Perpetual Church in 
Lackawanna, NY. Liturgy will be at 10:00AM. 
Lunch will follow at 11:30AM at Lucarelli’s, 1830 
Abbott Rd. Lackawanna, NY.  Cost of the 
luncheon is $20.00. For reservations call Maria 
LaPaglia @ 949-8039, Donna Slabyk @ 481-3418 
Elaine Nowadly @ 867-0981 by October 24, 2017 
================================================================== 

 

à Friday Kitchen ß 
 

Our Parish Kitchen is open every Friday 
from 11AM – 3PM. We thank the ladies who 
have been coming on Friday mornings to 

help make varenyky. 

 
================================================================== 

à October 7, Saturday ß 
Annual Pig Roast 2017 
at “CYM” camp in Fillmore NY 
Ukrainian American Youth Camp, 

11517 Lapp Rd, Fillmore, NY 14735 
 

Food, refreshments,  
music, horseshoes,  

camping bonfire, raffles 
================================================================== 

 

Cambodian Food 
 

at Dnipro on Oct. 13, 2017, 6-9pm, 
chef Jen Ley, has large following with  

UB students. Please welcome her  
for one day event at Dnipro. 

http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=11517+Lapp+Rd,+Fillmore,+NY+14735&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/


ЗАПРОШЕННЯ! 
 

Вельмишановні та Дорогі  
Українки й Українці ! 
Боффало й околиці 

 

Ласкаво просимо Вас усіх  
до участи в Святкуваннях: 

СВЯТО ПОКРОВИ 
 
75 річчя створення Української 

Повстанської Армії 
та 

100 річчя Українських 
Визвольних Змагань 1917-1921р. 

 

яке відбудеться в неділю, 
15 жовтня, 2017р. 

 
ПРОСИМО ДО УЧАСТИ! 

В Програмі: 
 

Ранком, в годині 10:00 Служба Божа 
в наміренні Українського Народу та 
Панахида за усіх полеглих 
українських борців Героїв-Лицарів,  
в церкві св. Миколая.   
 

По полудні, в годині 1:00 
в Українському Домі “Дніпро” 
при 562 Дженесі вул., Бофало, Н.Й.  

 

відбудеться Святочна програма – 
Виступають - хор ОЖ-ОЧСУ „Мрія”, і 

члени СУМ. 
Перекуска для присутніх перед 
програмою (від 12:00 до 1:00). 

Святочний Комітет  
ООЧСУ і ОЖ-ОЧСУ 

=============================================================================== 

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
 
 

200 Como Park Blvd, Cheektowaga, NY  14227 
Phone 684-0738 

   www.holytrinitybuffalo.com follow us on Facebook 
 

“VYSHYVANKA” 
Ukrainian Dance 

 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 
 

Ukrainian Band “My Razom” from Rochester 
8:00 - 12:00 Midnight 

 

Ethnic Kitchen - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 

Bar Open 7:00 – 12:00 Midnight 
 

PRIZES for best Ukrainian Embroidery Outfit 
 

Pre-Sale Tickets ($20.00 per person) 
At Door ($25.00) 

Fr. Yuriy @ 716/684-0738 
Halyna Antonyshyn @ 716/662-3532 

   
================================================================= 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!  

Слава Ісусу Христу! Слава на Віки! 
 

• KITCHEN is open every Friday.  
• Thank you for your patronage. 

Thanks are extended to all volunteers! 
 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy 
in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank 
you! 

 

Until we meet next Sunday… 
=============================================================================== 

 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church by 
purchasing Top’s 
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, 
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything 
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly. 
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take 
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or 
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and 
God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 
У нас успішно продаються Карточки з крам-

ниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помагаєте церкві. 
Для Вас не робить різниці чи ви платили 
грішми чи карточкою, але церква дістане від 
„Топс” 5%. На $1,000 церква одержить $50. Що 
б закупити слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, 
або до канцелярії. Дякуємо!  

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево. 
Інформації подавати до П’ятниці вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 

 

(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 
Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 

 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@gmail.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
 Хрещення: За домовленням  
 Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
 Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday - Субота  

Ministry to the sick – Опіка над хворима 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 

 

 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor 
 

Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó ë³÷íèö³ 
àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
  

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
http://www.holytrinitybuffalo.com/


Радіо передача "Милосердний Самарянин" 
Людина відійшла від Бога і покинула 

блаженний рай через непослух, а через 
виконання Божої Волі повернеться до неба. 
Дорогі браття і сестри у Христі, у цю не-

ділю ми читаємо розповідь про те, як Ісус 
виконує місійну діяльність, несе людям 
Добру Новину. Він показує себе добрим 
проповідником, справжнім Учителем жит-
тя, посідателем Істини, добрим організато-
ром. Люди, слухаючи Його, захоплювались 
Ним по-людськи, Його словами і його пове-
дінкою. Але це не була ціль Його місії, пот-
рібно було від захоплення Ним перейти до 
віри в Нього. 

Перше прохання Ісуса до Петра 
Серед тих людей був і Симон (з часом змі-

нить ім’я на Петро). Петро допомагає Ісусо-
ві, даючи свій човен, і мабуть десь схвалює 
таке розумне рішення, адже людей було ду-
же багато і човен був бездіяльний. 

Петро виконує прохання Ісуса дуже радо 
і пояснення цьому може бути те, що нам 
легко виконувати Божу волю, коли радо по-
годжуємося із нею і коли немає нічого про-
тирічивого нашим переконанням, нашому 
досвіду життя, нашим планам. 
Приходить час, коли стоїмо перед вибором 

Друге прохання викликало проблему для 
Петра. Адже Ісус попросив віддалити човен 
і почати ловитви риб. Справжній рибак, що 
ціле своє життя потратив тільки на це, доб-
ре знав, що у цей час нічого не зловиш. 

Саме тому десь в глибині душі запере-
чував Учителю, не погоджувався. 

Подібно стається з нами, коли в певні мо-
менти життя приходиться вибирати: піти 
шляхом вказаним Богом, чи піти іншою 
дорогою. Наш світогляд, наші переконання, 
наш характер і освіта, та врешті наш досвід 

підказують нам який вибір маємо зробити, 
але часто ця підказка є всупереч Божій волі. 
Що тоді? 

Петро не заперечує свій досвід, але вико-
нує прохання Христа: “На твоє слово!” 
Немов себе захищає перед висміюванням 
досвідчених рибаків. Ризикує заради 
інтересу, а можливо, щоб провчити “Муд-
реця життя”, але “нетямущого в рибаль-
стві”, а може дійсно був захоплений постат-
тю того, хто говорив і вірив у те, що Він 
говорить. 
Стався початок довгого шляху, шляху віри 
Зловили багато риби, що мусіли кликати 

інших, адже човни почали потопати. Коли 
шок від пережитого перейшов, Петро ма-
буть вперше починає бачити різницю між 
собою та Ісусом. Не в знаннях і в досвіді є 
секрет успіху, а  – у вірі! Повірити і зроби-
ти, послухавши. 

І сказав Ісус Симонові: Не лякайсь, від цього 
часу ти будеш ловити людей! І вони 
повитягали на землю човни, покинули все, та 
й пішли вслід за Ним. 

Ісус кличе Петра до великої місії і ця місія 
є має бути на не людській основі, але на 
Божій, отже через ВІРУ 

“Але Бог вибрав немудре світу, щоб засо-
ромити мудрих, і немічне світу Бог вибрав, 
щоб засоромити сильне,і простих світу, і 
погорджених, і незначних вибрав Бог, щоб 
значне знівечити, так щоб не хвалилося 
перед Богом жадне тіло“. Ікор 1.27-29. 

Не можна заперечити, що ми віруючі лю-
ди, але все ж можна часто поставити під 
сумнів нашу віру в Ісуса. Особливо тоді, 
коли Його прохання, заповіді, дороговкази, 
поради, йдуть всупереч нашим переконан-
ням чи думкам інших людей.   [ (о. Віталій 

Чи ми ризикнемо як Петро?   [ Тарасенко) 
 

“Good Samaritan” Ukrainian Radio Program 
Over the years, I have met many people of all ages and 

walks of life. When I worked in the hospital, I often meant 
those who were sick or dying, and the families who were 
either absent or remained ever vigilant at their bedsides.  In 
the field of education, I have interacted with thousands of 
students and their parents, and in that time, I have witnessed 
families face divorce, cancer, death, and even abuse.  I met a 
woman the other day, a mother of four children, who just 
found out that she has terminal cancer and not much longer 
to live.  A friend of mine over the spring lost her only child to 
a debilitating disease. A young couple was struck and killed 
by a drunk driver on their wedding day this summerA few 
years ago, twenty innocent children were killed by a lone 
gunman at Sandy Hook Elementary just ten days before 
Christmas. It seems that no realm of today’s society is free 
from tragedy, but what concerns me more is how many 
people either blame God or no longer turn to Him 
in the midst of their tragedy.  If we do not have 
our faith to cling to in times such as these, what 
do we have? This often leads many people to 
ask, in fact, I am sure that we have all asked 
this question at one time or another: Why do 
bad things happen to good people? Why does 
God allow these things to happen? There’s 
illness and abuse, broken relationships and 
betrayal, sorrow and injury, disappointment 
and heartache, crime and death. And perhaps it 
begs us to ask the question, ‘Why? Why me? 
Why now?’  

That “why” question goes back thousands of years. It was 
asked in the Old Testament by Job and the writers of the 
Psalms, and it was especially relevant during the 20th 
century, where we witnessed two World Wars, the Holocaust, 
genocides in the Soviet Union and China, devastating 
famines in Ukraine and Africa, the killing fields of Cambodia, 
the emergence of AIDS, the genocide in Rwanda and the 
ethnic cleansing of Kosovo.  And the 21st Century did not 
start off any better. There was 9/11, horrific shootings in 
schools and universities throughout our nation.The bombing 
at the Boston Marathon, the Syrian slaughters, ISIS, and on 
and on. Many people ask: Why all of this if there is a loving 
and powerful God?  Why do bad things happen to good 
people?  St. Paul addresses this issue in his first letter to the 
Corinthians: “Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling 
reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with 
perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, 
but then I will know everything completely, just as God now 
knows me completely.” So when we ask about specific 
individual events and want to know why this particular 

tragedy happened, we will never be given the full answer in 
this world. Someday we will see these hardships with clarity, 
but for now things are foggy. We cannot possibly understand 
everything from our finite perspective. And frankly, the 
people who are suffering right now do not need a theological 
perspective, because any intellectual response is going to 
seem trite and inadequate. What we all desperately need 
when bad things happen is the very real and comforting 
presence of the Lord in their lives.  

The Old Testament gives us a great example in the story 
of Joseph, who went through terrible suffering, being sold 
into slavery by his own brothers, unfairly accused of a crime 
and falsely imprisoned.  Finally, after a dozen years, he was 
put in a role of great authority where he could save the lives 
of his family and many others.  This is what he spoke to his 
brothers: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 

many lives” (Genesis 50:20).  If we are committed to 
God, He promises that He can and will take 
whatever pain we are experiencing and draw 
something good from it.  You might say, ‘No, 
he can’t in my circumstance. The harm is too 
great, the damage too extreme, and the depth 
of my suffering has been too much. No, in my 
case there is no way God can cause any good 
to emerge.’  Suffering is a personal problem; it 
demands a personal response. And God isn’t 

some distant, detached, and disinterested deity; 
He entered into our world and personally 

experienced our pain. Jesus is there in the lowest 
places of our lives. From the depths of the genocide that took 
place some twenty years ago in Rwanda a woman wrote 
these words: “No matter how deep our darkness, Jesus is 
deeper still.” Every tear we shed becomes His tear.  It is not 
just that God knows and sympathizes with us in our troubles. 
After all, any close friend can do that. Any close friend can 
sit beside you and comfort you and empathize with you. No, 
Jesus is much closer than our dearest friend, because if we 
have put our trust in Him, then Jesus is living in us. And, 
therefore, our sufferings are His sufferings; our sorrow is His 
sorrow. 

God can use our suffering to draw us to Him, to mold and 
sharpen our character, to influence others through us and for 
Him – the Lord can draw something good from our pain in a 
myriad of ways, but only if we are willing to trust and follow 
Him, especially in the darkest of times.  God’s ultimate 
answer to suffering is not an explanation but rather the 
incarnation. So, when tragedy strikes, as it will; when 
suffering comes, as it will; when we are wrestling with pain, 
as we will – we can then make the choice to run toward the 



Lord with all our heart and soul, and here is what we will 
discover: we will find peace to deal with the present, we will 
find courage to deal with our future, and we will find the 
incredible promise of eternal life in heaven. “These things 
I’ve written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God 
in order that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 
5:13).  Yes, sometimes bad things happen to people who 
seem undeserving of them. But God allows things to happen 
for His reasons, whether or not we understand them.  Above 
all, however, we must remember that God is good, just, 
loving, and merciful. Often things happen to us that we 
simply cannot understand.  However, instead of doubting 
God's goodness, our reaction should be one of trust.” Trust 
in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).  

As to the specific issue of pain and suffering, C. S. Lewis, 
who watched his beloved wife die of cancer, put it this way: 
"Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in 
our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our 
pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world." God's plan 
is for us to return to him, and to lead the best possible life on 
earth; sometimes we need to be reminded of our purpose. 
We have freedom, and we have free will. We have that free 
will because God loves us and desires our love in return, just 
as a parent loves their child unconditionally.  I always 
remember when my son was 5 years old and entered public 
school a few miles from where we lived.  I worried about how 
he was going to adjust to kindergarten and whether kids 
would be kind to him or not.  But I also knew it was time, it 
was the right time. So off he went, and there I was, waiting at 
the end of the day, sitting by the door, anxious to see him 
come home on the bus. When he did, and he came off that 
bus smiling and jumping down each step into my much-
awaited arms, I was so incredibly happy and relieved. You 
have no choice but to let your children go in many ways and 
during different stages of their lives, but as a parent we are 
so relieved when they return to us. Imagine, then, how God 
feels when we return home to him. He lets us go, He sets us 
free, and He acts as a loving father does, but He so much 
wants us to return home again. I am happy every single day 
when my son comes home to me. There is no greater 
happiness in my life. So now imagine how much God loves 
us, and even when bad things happen to us, when tragedy 
strikes and heartache is more than we can bear, trust that 
God is there waiting for us to return to Him. 

Truthfully, there is no adequate answer for why bad things 
happen to good people, but through the incarnation of Christ 
we can be called sons and daughters of God, that is the 
ultimate answer to our suffering and there lies our 

everlasting joy, with a Father who loves us and whose infinite 
wisdom is far greater than our own. There is no conceivable 
way for us to possibly understand why children die, why 
people develop cancer, why there is divorce, famine, 
disease, and war. But one thing is clear, there is one certainty 
above all things: Jesus chose to come and live among us, He 
suffered what we suffer, Jesus was betrayed by his closest 
friends, He was hurt and broken, and Jesus grieved deeply. 
Despite these hardships, Jesus suffered for our sins in order 
for us to have Eternal life, in order to bridge the gap between 
heaven and earth, between us and God. There is a clarity 
found through our faith, but we must turn to the Lord in times 
of tragedy, we must believe that our suffering is not in vain, 
and we have to trust that while bad things do happen to good 
people – God is in charge – and His wisdom is infinite. I can 
honestly say that the personal struggles and sufferings that 
I have endured in my own life have made me who I am today. 
We all face hardships, there are times when life seems unfair, 
we must endure loss that seems unbearable, but those 
sufferings do bring us closer to God and they make us who 
we are today – more compassionate, more giving, more 
empathetic, and more able to see the presence of God in all 
things. One day, when we leave the surly bonds of this world 
to touch the face of God, we will no longer ask: ‘Why? Why 
me? Why now?’ instead we will see things more clearly, as 
God intends it to be.  As the psalmist once wrote: “You who 
have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive 
me again; from the depths of the earth you will bring me up 
again. You will increase my greatness and comfort me 
always” (Psalms 71:20-21). 
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No. 36.  From
 the archives: Anybody you know?  З архівів. 
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