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Over 300 Theme baskets. Sure you can find something for yourselves and hope to win. SAINT NIGHOLAS
_Thank you for extending helping hand at the Bazaar. - [iskyemo 3a Bawy gonomory! |z UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURG

GHURGH BULLETIN

November 15 — 2015 — 15 Jlucronana
IEPKOBHHUN BICHHUK

' ‘A O HONORING CONSECRATED LIFE
1 \4 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2015
% DIVINE LITURGY — 2:30 PM

Renewal of Vows by
Men and Women Religious

Blessing of Mosaic of
Blessed Josaphata, SSMI
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Blessing of Mosaic of
Venerable Servant of God
Andrew Sheptytsky, OSBM

Blessing of Bell Tower

Prayer Vigil for Ukraine
L
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Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




CGHURGH BULLETIN
Novem. 15 — PAIN | — 15 Jducr.
IEPKOBHHUM BIGHUK **

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM +Yaroslawa Bobenczyk
(Mary Ann DuBois)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
e (ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

g

MOP’SITOK CB. JITYPITil

15 Ilucronapa: 24 Hepinsa no 3. C.. lyxa

Novem. 15, 25 S. aft. Pent. - 25 H. no 3C[]

10:00 p. B HamipeHHi IBaHa CmeTaHu (cecTpa)

12:00 +Mary & John Colomon
(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)

Monday, November 16 Jlucronaga, Noxeainok
8:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH
Tuesday, November 17 Jluctonaga, Bistopok
10:00 AM For All Bazaar Volunteers

3a Bcix, wo npavtoBanu npu ba3zapi

Wednesday, November 18 Jlucronaga, Cepena
10:00 AM Liturgy by Fr. Ray
Thursday, November 19 Jlucronaga, Yetsep
9:00 AM +Michel & Julia Michalow
(Michelle & Michael)
Friday, November 20 Jlucronapga, M’atHuus
9:00 AM Intention of Msgr Leon Mosko
Entrance into Temple — Bxig B Xpam 1AM
Saturday November 21 Jluctonapaa, Cy6ora
9:00 AM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH
4:30 PM +Mychajlo Nesteruk
(Sister Rose Sereiuk & Family)

21 Jluctonapa: Cs. Muxain Apx.

9:00 p. For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hun;rllgk

QWNIR
(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian

716-674-5185
112 DLLAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, NY, 14150

FAX: (716) 26011254
www.redstarautomotive.com

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery
photos on facebook.com

jahawryluk@gmail.com

22 Jlinctonapa: 25 Hegins no 3. C.. [lyxa

10:00 p. +€BreHisa JlykoBcbKa (poauHa)

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!
WE REALLY NEED HELP FOR OUR LAST
DAY OF THE BAZAAR
TODAY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15.
PLEASE COME AND EXTEND HELPING
HAND. MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU!!!

NMPOCKUMO OOMOMOI' T NMPU HALLIOMY
LIEPKOBHOMY BA3API CbOIrofHI B
OCTAHHIA OEHb. NOTPEEYEMO
AO0MNOMOry, LWOb BCE 3ABPATH |
NMOYUCTUTW. CEPOEYHA NOAAKA!!
XAW rocnofb BNArOCNOBUTD!!

PHONE 893-1025

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Novem. 22, 25 S. aft. Pent. - 26 H. no 3C[]

12:00 For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisH

BiyHe Citno B yectsb MN.0.M.
ropuTb 3a MUp B YKpaiHi

Eternal Lights burns for
+Mychajlo lwanyczko
(wife, daughter, grandchildren)

+Michael Iwanyczko (mother, sister)

Ausitbea Ha kaHani EWTN TV npamy
TpaHcnauito ApxuepencbKoi boxecTBeHHOI
NMityprii, aky BignpaBnaTuMe
BnaxenHiwwn Matpiapx CesiTocnas
y Heginto, 15 nuctonapa 2015 poky 0 2:15
roguHi nononygHi

YkpaiHcbka Katonuubka Kategpa
3avarra [1. [1. Mapii y ®inapenbdii
AusiTbes Ha kaHani EWTN-TV
abo ctopiHui www.ukrarcheparchy.us

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

e
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/
http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us/

UkraINnIAN M. YikpaiHcbkA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OEJIEPATIbHA KPEIUTHA CTIUTKA
Federally insured by NCUA www.rufcu.org 877-968-7828

Our New Branch in Amherst is

NOW OPEN
ELLICOTT CREEK PLAZA
2882 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD
AMHERST, NY 14228
716.799.8385
Visit us Tuesday through Saturday for all your
financial needs.
BingiganTe Hawwy HoBy ginito 3 BiBTOpKa no
cyboTy ans BCix Bawwx ¢iHaHCOBMX NOTPeb.

AMHERST BRANCH BUSINESS HOURS:
(Closed Mondays | 3aunHeHi No noHepdinkax)
Tuesday — Thursday | 3 BiBTOpKa N0 YeTBEP
|9:30 am -5 pm |
Friday | 9:30 am - 6 pm | [TaTtHuuA
Saturday | 9 am -1 pm | Cybota

Our existing branch on GENESEE STREET
will remain open; however, we will be
CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS starting JULY 1.
®inis Ha GENESEE STREET 6yae 3AYUHEHA
MO CEPELAX, nounHatoum 3 1 JIUMHA.
BUFFALO BRANCH BUSINESS HOURS:
(Closed Wednesday | 3aunHei no cepefax)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
MoHeginok, BiBTopok, YeTBep
Friday | 9:30 am - 7 pm | [’aTHMuA
Saturday | 9 am -1 pm | Cy6orta

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHchopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW, eurodelisau

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :

Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade) -
Polish Hams * Caviar * Kvas Drink # Cheese
4166 Union Rd,,

oty T (AT el Pl
CheektuwagONY guéurp rt Plaza) o) mm’ Amheﬁr;ts(cﬁuéigm}

. Eurepean Chocolates * Pickles/Tomatoes

Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage » Spioked Fzsh
EumpamBeer + Kefir/Butter  Condiments ¢ Plerﬁg1 (Homemade} - Mﬂﬁy Varieties -

g, 2321 Millersport Hwy. |

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepegayvy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHnH»
Heping, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cesatoi Jlityprii.

OAKYEMO! THANK YOU!

[aKyemo ycim, WO nigyac TUXKAHA NPUXOAUNM
AOMNOMOITU Y KyXHi, NpurotoBnsATM Ha basap,
AKUA KiHYaeTbeA cborogHi! MpocuMo Ha KiHui
AOMNOMOITH BCE NOCKNAAaTH i NOYUCTMUTH, i 3a0-
paTu Ha3apg wo newmnocs. [IAKyemMo 3a KOLWMKK,
AAKYEMO 3a NIATPUMKY, Y AKMA cnocid ue He
Oyno 6. Y uin cutyauii y sikii M1 oneHunucs 6e3
BaLLOI Npai Hi4oro 61 B3arani He BUIALWNO. XaW
lMocnoab 6narocnosutb Bac i Bawi poguHu!

|
Thank you all for helping in the kichen this past

2 weeks. Thank you for the baskets, thanks for
any donations, thanks for your time. Today is
the last day of our Church Bazaar. We have to
clean the hall and transport everything back to
the church. We need help cleaning and vehicles
to take everything out of the hall. Thank you and
may the Good Lord Bless you and your families.

MONUTBU 3A XKEPTB rOJI0OJOMOPY
d = Y

8 nucronaga 2015 poky bnax. Ceatocnas
(WeBuyk), OTteub i MmaBa YkpaiHcbkoi peko-
Katonuubkoi Liepkeu, Bigcnyxus boxecTBeHHY
NMityprito 3a xepTB wWTyyHoro [onogomopy-
leHouupy B YkpaiHi 1932-1933 pokis B Kpaio-
BOMY cobopi NpecBATOI poanHM y BaluMHITOHI.

3 bnaxeHHiwum CBATOCNABOM CMIBCAYXMUM
Mutpononut Ctechban Copoka, Bnaauka asno
XomHuubkui, Bnaguka borman [danuno, Bna-
Avka IsaH bypa, Bnaguka Bacunb JlocteH. Y

NMityprii npucnyrosyBanu cemiHapucTu YkpaiH-
CbKOi KaTonuubKoi cemiHapii Cesitoro Mocada-
Ta y BawwuHrToHi, nityprinium cnisom Jlityprito
cynpoBogxyBaB xop KpainoBoro cobopy nig
nposogom CtenaHa Lunwku.

Y nponosigi bnaxeHHiwun Ceatocnas 3Bep-
HYB 0COONMBY yBary Ha noTpedy nnekaHHA Ha-
woi Hagii B 5o3i HaBiTb Yy HanbiINbL KPUTUYHUX
Ta 6e3HapinHUX cuTyauiax y xuTTi. Y 3akntou-
Homy cnoBi Mnaea YIKL| wupo noaskysas 3i6-
paHum BipHum Ykp. Katonuubkoi Llepksu, fki
yncenbHO Npnbynu Ha Uk BoxecteeHHy JliTyp-
rito 3 6aratbox napaciii wratis NeHcunbBaHis,
Hbto-Mopk, KoHHekTukyT, Mepunena Ta iHwmx.

Ha Nityprii 6ynu Muxanno CaskiB, ronosa
Komitety i3 BusHaHHA Monogomopy y CLUA i
AvpexTop iHdopmauinHoro Bigainy YkpaiHCb-
koro Konrpecosoro Komitety Amepuku, Ta Jla-
puca Kypunac, aBTopka Memopiany xepTBam
Fonopgomopy-FeHounagy “lMweHnyHe none”
BigkpuToro B nepepaeHs (7 nucronaga 2015) y
LeHTpi BawwuHrroHa. [1o peyi, BOHM € aKTUBHUMMU
uyneHamu napadisansHoi cninbHoTM Kpanosoro
cobopy lMpeceatoi Poaunu. Micna BoxecTBex-
Hoi Jlityprii BnaxeHHiwun CeATocnas noasky-
BaB iM 3a BigaaHy npaulo Hag opraHisauiero
MemopianbHuUX 3axopfiB i3 BllaHyBaHHA XepTB
wryyHoro [onogomopy-FeHoungy B YkpaiHi
1932-1933 pokax y ctonuui CnonyyeHux LUrtaris
Amepuku Ta Bpy4MB nam’ATHi megani 3 Haroau
150-niTTA BiA AHA HapodXEeHHA npaBegHOro
mutpononuta Augpes LWentuubkoro.

Hanpwukinui Jlityprii go MmoniHb npuegHanacs
AapyxuHa lNpe3upeHTta Ykpaiiu MapuHa lMopo-
WEHKO, fIka 3BepHynacs 3 BiTallbHUM CIIOBOM
A0 BCiX npucyTHiIX y ceitnuui Kpanosoro
cobopy. BoHa nogsakyBana ykpaiHCbKi rpomagi
3a 3rypToBaHiCTb i YncneHHy yyactb y Memopi-
anbHUX 3axoAax Ta MieKaHHS HauioHaNnbHUX i
penirinHnx Tpaguuin B giacnopi.


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

St. John the Baptist Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Ukrainian Catholic Church Orthodox Church

3275 Elmwood Avenue 1 3
Kenmore, NY 14217 - (716) 873-501 -

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Saturdy, November 21, 2015,
10 amto 4 pm

Raffles, Theme Baskets, Ethnic Food ,
"Trash & Treasures", Vendors, Hot

Lunch, Frozen Take out Pyrohy C,..zeogk&?”n;;: a,:lb B—llxgﬂ
Free Admission & Parking Phone 68,4.0738

Email: ukrorthodoxbuffalo@gmail.com

www.holytrinitybuffalo.com

Christmas

Bazaar

Sunday
December 6, 2015
11:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Ethnic Foods - Raffles

The country of Ukraine and its’ citizens are fighting for their economic, physical and intellectual freedom,
and the outcome of this pinnacle period could determine the future balance of power in the free world.
Please join Yaroslava Kutsai (Slavka) and Kimberly Kline for a glimpse into the lives of citizens who are fighting for
peace behind the scenes in a documentary short titled Peaceful Warriors. Slavka will describe her ongoing
role as a student activist, journalist and peaceful protester during a time of violent conflict in Ukraine.

11.16.2015
SUNY Buffalo State BaSketS
Campbell Student Union Social Hall
5:30pm Sharp . .
GENEROUSLY CO-SPONSORED BY: D raWI ng at 4 . 30 p . m .

Faculty Student Association, School of The Professions, Fulbright Association, Equity and Campus Diversity,
Higher Education Administration Department, Graduate Association of Student Personnel Administrators,
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Student Life, University College, and Women and Gender Studies

Free Parking No admission fee

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is closed until further notice.

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all who helped!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. We are able to continue, so please
join us downstars. Thank you!

Until we meet next Sunday...

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAHA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) ops

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobuUThb pi3HULI Y1 BU nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

CUESIETR stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www_stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepea Ca. Jlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PenirinHa Mporpama
Cy6orta - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBuHHa NOBIAOMUTY CBSILLEHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxauM MOXHa 3aKNUKaTH

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
mailto:ukrorthodoxbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.holytrinitybuffalo.com/

PYLYPIVKA (ADVENT) PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U. S. A

Praise be Jesus Christ! Depending on which calendar is
designated for your parish, you need to circle one of two
dates: Gregorian calendar folks need to circle November
14th, while the Julian calendar folks get to wait thirteen days,
focusing rather on the 27th. In either case, the red-letter day
marks a double commemoration: on the one hand, it is the
feast of the Apostle Philip; on the other hand, that date marks
the beginning of the pre-Christmas fast, thus appropriately
referred to as the Philip's Fast. Some of you, especially those
born before the Second Vatican Council, may not have grown
up with this tradition; nevertheless, faithful to Vatican Il
which called us to return to our genuine tradition, we bishops
seek to recover this richness, and we urge all our people to
embrace it.

If all are to do this, we need first to understand what the
Philip's Fast is. In fact, it is one of four periods of fast which
precede four great feasts of our liturgical calendar. Like the
Great Fast which precedes the Great Paschal Feast of Easter,
the Philip's Fast lasts forty days; other, shorter fasts precede
the feasts of SS. Peter and Paul (6/29 / 7/12) and the
Dormition of the Mother of God (August 15th / 28th). The idea
behind all these fasts is simple: they are times of spiritual
preparation for the feasts which they precede. In a sense, it
is the spiritual equivalent of what wise people likely do before
Thanksgiving Dinner: they limit their food intake in the hours
and days beforehand so as to take full advantage of the rich
abundance of the feast itself; our four fasts are similar.

Obviously, this fast has a dietary component which is not
an end in itself, but rather could serve as a meditation for
everyone, especially for Ukrainians. After all, is it not during
the month of November that we generally commemorate the
Holodomor when millions of our brothers and sisters in
Ukraine starved to death? An experience of hunger might
make us more appreciative of the overabundance which is
available to us in the United States, a wealth which both the
fast and Thanksgiving Day seek to prevent us from taking for
granted; they might even inspire us to take positive steps to
alleviate the hunger which is visible all around us.

As we move toward Christmas, we think of the Holy Family
and their own preparations. They were homeless, wandering
through Bethlehem seeking a place for the birth of the One
Who would later remark that “Foxes have dens and birds
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
(Matthew 8:20, Luke 9:58). Their age-old story is reflected in
tragedies which sometimes make the headlines but which,
alas, often do not: refugees from war-torn Ukraine have been
joined by others from Syria, from the Fertile Crescent, and
from Africa; their numbers are swelled by many in our own

hemisphere fleeing grinding poverty and hopelessness. It is
due to the welcome once offered to such as these that the
words of Emma Lazarus now grace the Statue of Liberty
“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teaming
shores”. In our own day, urban professionals step over the
homeless whose makeshift beds block their way, while
shelters and food banks struggle to care for misfits in a
relentlessly consumer-driven society. As Christmas parties
all around us merrily entice us to forget our problems and
theirs, the Philip's Fast urges us rather to follow the example
of Pope Francis, paying attention and tending to those seeds
which God has planted in our consciences, urging us to
follow the example of the Samaritan who, unlike the
ostensibly righteous, proved himself truly to be the neighbor
of the wounded man lying by the side of the road.

Obviously, the dietary considerations are not the only
ones which the Philip's Fast places before us. In making our
daily food and drink more sparing, we might also consider
what other daily habits we would do well to discontinue.
Indifference should certainly be high on the list. We each
have our own list; may the Philip's Fast encourage us to take
our own spiritual inventory!

As we prepare to celebrate the first coming of Christ at His
birth in Bethlehem, we would do well likewise to prepare for
His Second Coming at the end of the world. In this regard, St.
Luke poses an unsettling question: “When the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?” (18: 8). Before giving too
hasty an affirmative answer, we would do well to reflect on
the words of the Apostle St. James: “What good is it, my
brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving
them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (2:14).

“But someone will say, ‘You have faith and | have works.’
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you
want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from
works is useless?” (James 2: 14-20). Jesus Himself answers
those who need to be shown: “Truly, | say to you, as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”
(Matthew 25:45). May these words serve as an examination
of conscience for all of us! We prepare for the Christ who
comes as light for our darkness, as warmth for our winter.
During this season of hopeful preparation, may we learn how
better to become the instruments of the Divine Love which
our world so desperately needs.

Letter from Fr. Ray  Nov. 15, 2015

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Dear
(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

A long time ago there used to be a television
program entitled, “That Was the Week That Was.” |
don’t remember watching it at all, | just remember
the title, which popped into my head as | begin to
write to you. This absolutely has been quite a week,
and it certainly can have the name, “That was the
week that was!” It has been a sacred, moving and
exciting week, and the activity still continues as |
begin your letter on Thursday November 12.

First of all, coming to mind is the extraordinary
gathering in Washington, D.C. on November seventh
and eighth of well over three thousand Ukralnlans
and those of Ukrainian descent. g
Mostly they came from the east
coast, the immediate D.C. and
Baltimore area, but also from New
York, New Jersey, New England and
Pennsylvania and some, from
various countries around the world,
including of course, Ukraine. They

came to take part in the dedication and blessmg of

the Holodomor Memorial. | am sure there was not
one person there, and many not there, who were not
moved by the events of those two days. There are
tons of pictures to be found on the computer, if you
haven’t seen them yet. Our Ukrainian Church was
well represented by our bishops, most notably, our
Patriarch Sviatoslav. As | said, a great number of
laity from various areas and parishes also gathered
for this memorable occasion.

And how very fitting and vital it is, that a Holodo-
mor Memorial has been established and dedicated.
The main reason | say this is because there are
multitudes of people who have never heard the word
“Holodomor.” | know this is unfathomable to many,
but even among those of the ‘second’ and ‘third’
waves of Ukrainian immigrants to this country,
(perhaps even of the 4th wave), not even to mention

non-Ukrainians, there are still countless who have
never heard of that Great Famine, called “Holodo-
mor,” or Death by Starvation, or more aptly, Murder
by Starvation.” This famine resulting, in millions of
deaths, was completely man-made, having Yosef
Stalin as the architect. Perhaps, now that a memorial
has been blessed and dedicated, more people will
become aware of the horrific and unbelievable evil
tragedy which was perpetrated on the Ukrainian
people by Stalin and all his minions. If you are
reading this letter, and you've never heard of
“Holodomor” or if you don’t have a clue about it, |
suggest you get yourself to the nearest computer
and find out for yourself. It is an incredibly horrible
story, but one we all must know.
It's too much to write about here, but please allow
me to give you a short synopsis of what happened:
,"‘ I It was 1932-1933. Holodomor,
- . death by starvation, was claiming
| its millions of innocents as Stalin
B waged war on the Ukrainian
B countryside. In June 1933,
Ukrainians were dying at rate of
28, 000 per day. One is six people
would succumb to agonizing
death by starvation.....It all started because quotas
were established for grain that was to be delivered
to the State before any was permitted to be
distributed as payment to the farmers who grew it.
Because these quotas couldn’t be fulfilled since they
were impossibly high, “special teams” were sent in
to search homes and confiscate all produce,
includeing the planting seeds for the next year, as
“fines” for not meeting the unrealistically high
quotas. In a nutshell, Stalin demanded every ear of
corn, and grain of wheat, from the people. Starving
Ukrainians were prohibited from leaving their
villages in search of food and were shot on the spot
if they had any grain, perhaps gathered from the field
after the harvest... Those who were “healthy” were
also shot because they were suspected of having a
hidden cache of food somewhere. These
impositions on the freedom of the people resulted in



at least four million people dying directly from the
starvation caused by the government. That number
of 4 million is the small estimate, as it has been
calculated that as many as 10 million people....
HUMAN BEINGS!.... were killed by the Famine.

The stories told of the events of that horrific winter
of 1932-1933 are the same as the stories we heard of
the Nazi Holocaust during WWII, or our present
Holocaust of abortion and the Planned Parenthood
evil. The terror of the Holodomor was beyond belief
as the government forces combed every inch of the
farmer’s property in search of any “hidden grain.”
This caused brother to betray brother and friends to
betray friends. As they died, the grain was sent
abroad or stockpiled in plain sight of the
starving....... The Soviet regime then, and even now,
attempted to cover up the Holodomor and to this
very day, the Russian government denies or
diminishes the facts....Certain Western journalists
such as Gareth Jones and Malcom Muggeridge
during their travels became aware of what was
happening and reported it once they got home to the
UK. However, there were other journalists such as
Walter Duranty of the NY Times who chose to protect
their jobs and positions and put forth Moscow’s
denials, rather Moscow’s lies.....there were
positions to be had and money to be made by their
denials even though it meant ignoring what was
happening and keeping it from the American public.
(Euromaidan press.com)

And they did such a good job at hiding it, to this
day, we find so many who have never heard of the
loss of those millions and millions in that genocide!
So you can clearly see the importance of the
Memorial just dedicated. Patriarch Sviatoslav
himself, was visibly moved when he spoke of seeing
family members come to the wall with pictures of
loved ones and to offer their prayers. Let us never
forget! Let us pray always that the Evil One will be
contained and that the world will never ever see
anything like that again. God bless all who caused
the Holodomor Memorial to come into existence.
May it ever be a reminder of the horror one human

being can inflict upon another unless we heed the
Commandments!

Since the Patriarch was in the US for the special
days in Washington, he is also scheduled to serve a
Hierarchical Liturgy at the Cathedral in Philadelphia
on November 15. I'm sure crowds and crowds will be
there to see him and to pray with him, and for some
of the lucky ones, to meet him. The excitement of the
week will be continuing this Sunday, the 15th.

In between the two events | just mentioned, His
Beatitude has been visiting three of our parish
schools, St. Nicholas in Minersville, Pa., St. Nicholas
in Passaic and Assumption in Perth Amboy. I've
been following these visits via computer and it
indeed has been an exciting and joyful week for the
parishioners, teachers, students, the clergy and
especially for His Beatitude, who seems to
thoroughly enjoy being with the children. | know that
wherever he goes his presence creates amemorable
occasion and he is always so gracious as he tries to
“meet and greet” without creating a crazy mob
scene. Congratulations and blessings to the Sisters,
teachers and children who worked so hard to
prepare for the short-notice visit. It was such a
beautiful thing to see, and without a doubt, more
outstanding to actually be there in person.

Patriarch Sviatoslav in all these events always
spoke of hope, courage and faith with which he so
beautifully encourages the faithful to continue
“carrying their crosses.” As he spoke of famine and
war he reminded us to be faithful to our loving God,
He Who gave His only-begotten Son for us.

If we add our Veteran’s Day celebration, we indeed
must say it has been a sacred, moving and exciting
several days of “This week that was.” We celebrate
the many gifts of our God as we come to this middle
of November, always praying, always remembering
“to love God and one another.” May God bless you
and cause His countenance to shine upon you and
grant you His Peace. May our Holy Lady Theotokos,
protect you beneath the veil of her heavenly
protection.

In His Love, Fr.Ray

The Saints on Sundays, 2015/16

November 15/28

The Holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias,
Samonas and Habibus: during the persecution
against Christians under the emperors Diocletian
(284-305) and Maximian (305-311). The two friends
Gurias and Samonas, preachers of the Word of God,
were arrested in the city of Edessa.

The saints refused to offer sacrifice to the gods,
and boldly confessed their faith in Christ. For this
they were subjected to cruel tortures: they were
beaten, hung up by their hands, heavy weights were
tied to their feet, and they were cast into a stifling
prison.

The martyrs endured everything with firmness and
Samonas uttered a prayer to the Lord, which one of
the witnesses to their death wrote down: “O Lord my
God, against Whose will not a single sparrow falls
into the snare. It was You Who made room for David
in his sorrow (Ps. 4:1), Who proved the Prophet
David stronger than lions (Dan. ch. 6), and granted a
child of Abraham to be victor over torture and flames
(Dan. ch. 3, ch. 14). You know also, Lord, the infirmity
of our nature, You see the struggle set before us. Our
foe strives to snatch us, the work of Your right hand,
away from You and to deprive us of the glory which
is in You. With Your compassionate eye watching

over us, preserve in us the inextinguishable light of
Your Commandments. Guide our steps by Your light,
and make us worthy of Your Kingdom, for You are
blessed unto ages of ages.” By night, they took the
martyrs out beyond the city and beheaded them (+
299-306). Christians buried their holy bodies with
reverence.

After some years, the last pagan emperor, Licinius
(311-324), began a persecution against Christians.
Habibus, a deacon of the Church of Edessa whom
the emperor ordered to be arrested for his zealous
spreading of the true Faith, presented himself before
the executioners when he learned they were
searching for him. The saint confessed his faith in
Christ and was sentenced to be burned alive. The
martyr went willingly into the fire and with a prayer
surrendered his soul to the Lord. When the fire went
out, the mother and relatives of the saint found his
body unharmed. They buried the martyr next to Sts
Gurias and Samonas.

In the Akathist Hymn glorifying the three Holy
Martyrs, the Holy Church addresses them with the
words: "Rejoice, Gurias, Samonas, and Abibus,
heavenly protectors of honorable marriage."

According to a popular belief founded on
Tradition, Sts. Gurias, Samonas, and Abibus, as well
as Sts. Peter and Fevronia, are regarded as
protectors of marriage and peaceful life between the
spouses. Therefore we can appeal to these saints in
prayer in times of the family squabbles and sorrows
brought on by disagreements between husband and
wife.

Troparion: Christ our God, You have granted us
the miracles of Your holy martyrs / Gurias, Samonas
and Abibas, / as a stronghold and protection. /
Through their prayers, strengthen those in authority
in every good deed, / for You alone are merciful and
the Lover of mankind!

Kontakion: You received grace from on high, all-
praised martyrs, / and you intercede for those in the
midst of temptations! / Therefore, holy ones, you
freed a young woman from bitter death. / You are
indeed the glory of Edessa and the joy of the world!



3 papia "Muaoceparnit GamapaHuu"

B poauHi ronosu cuHaroru fipa ctanack Benuka 6iga,
€AvHa poyka cMmepTenbHO xBopa. [pyxuHa fAipa,
3BEPTaETbCA A0 YONOBiKa, Wobu BiH nonpw nocagy, wWo
obilimaB B cuHarosi, niwos Ao Icyca, Ak nepedysas B
Lieli yac y micTi Ta npocuB y Hboro gonomoru... €BaHrenie
BiA anoctona Jlyku, roBOpuTL Ham Npo Te, WO AOHbKa
flipa, nepebyBana B KpUTUYHOMY CTaHi «BOHa Nomupa-
na»Jlk.8 42, anocton MatBii npo Le B3arani cTBepaxye,
wo fAip konmu 3yctpiB Icyca Tak Ao Hboro npomoBuB:
«[lovka mosi Tinbku WwWo nomepna. Mpunam Ho, noknagu Ha
Hei cBOI0 pyKy, i BoHa oxuBe.» MT. 9.18 [lo Icyca Xpwucra,
konu BiH BxoauB y sikecb MicTo 3aBXau nigxoguno bara-
10 niopgei. Tak 6yno i B uboMy MmicTi HaBkono Yuutens
yTBOpUNach TUCHSABA, NPO Lie FOBOPATL [ABa EBaHrenicTn
- cuHonTuku Jlyka Ta Mapko - (Nk. 8.42, Mk.5.28)

Konu lNocnoab pa3om 3 HaTOBNOM MOBINLHO pyXaBcs,
Ai3HaBWKCb Npo NepebyBaHHSA B MiCTi XiHKa, WO XBopina
KpoBOTEYeH, NycTunacb Aoporoto Ao Heoro... 3 ocTaHHix
cun BoHa npobupaetbes Ao Icyca, i B ronosi i € npucyTHe
TiNbKM ofHe 6aXaHHsA — JOTOPKHYTUCA 6oaali 6u Ao Kpato
ogexi. Anocton MartBin nigkpecntoe ¢hakt AOTMKY A0
ofexi Icyca : «npuctynuna 33agy W AOTOPKHynacb Ao
Kpato Moro ogexi.» Mr. 9.20 ...3rogom MU B RisHHAX
anocTosiB YATAEMO, L0 HepZyxi Oaxanu nonactu xo4 6u
nig TiHb anoctona MeTtpa, wob6 oTpumaTH 3uineHHs; Ao-
TOPKHYTUCb A0 06pyca anocTtona Maena, wob BuayxaTu,
a Temep MOXeMoO crocTepiraTi, Wo Oarato 3uineHb
Bifi0yBalOTLCA Bif AOTUKY A0 MOLEW CBATUX YTOOHMKIB.
Xpuctoc nepenutye NPUCYTHIX, XTO AOTOPKHYBCH A0
Hboro. Anocton leTpo nepekoHye Icyca, wo B Takiu
TUCHSBI OyAb-XTO MOXe 3pobuTH Le. Icyc cTBepaXyeE, Lo
BiA4yB, AIK BeJIMka cuna Bunwwna nicna aoTuky. XKinka, sika
He Morfia npuxoBaTu CBOE 3uineHHs, Bu3Hae nepen oc-
noAoM CBill BYNHOK. Focnoab, XOTiB o6 XiHKa 3acBiguu-
na cBoE 3LineHHs. 3ycTpiBlWKCH i3 Heto 0uMMma, BiH noba-
yMB ii cepLie Ta CKiNlbKu1 3ycunb Joknana BoHa Ans Lboro
o6 0340POBUTUCK.

Lieit npuknag BOTUKY KPOBOTOUMBOI Ham Aae Icyc, wo-
OM MM YacTille MOTTIN Y CBOEMY LLOAEHHOMY XUTTi OTOp-
KHYTUCb A0 CBATUX TaliH, agke Tak YacTo Mu cebe He Mo-
XEMO HaBiTb HanawTyBaTU Ha TaKy 3yCTpiy 4yepe3 pisHi
KNonoTu cBoro GyTTs.

Icyc B paHomy BUnagky movyB AOTUK Bipu. Tak Biu
BiflYyBa€ KOXHY Hawy npocb0y, siky 3acunaemo Ao Heo-
ro. Jlloam gyxe YacTo HapikalTb Ha Te, Lo iX He BUCNYXO-
Bye locnogb. Icyc 6yB y HaToBNi Ntogeld, ane 3ayBaxvB
Ta BiguyB NPOXaHHA Yepe3 AOTUK Bipu, TOMY He MOXHa

rosoput, WwWo Focnoab Hac He crnyxae, HaNeBHO MU He
MaeMO NpocTo TaKoi Bipw, K LA €BaHrenbcbka XiHka. lcyc
nig6agboptoe i Ta nage gogomy Aipa.

CmepTb [AOHbKW, TONMOBW CWHaroru, Oyna Uinkom
0YeBMOHOK ANA POAWHU Ta GNU3bKKX, @ 0COGNMBO Ans
TUX, XTO AornsaaB AiBuvHKy. lMpupogHo, Wwo BCi BOHK
nnakanu He TiNbKK 3a Hel, ane 1 3a 6aTbKamu, siki BTpa-
TUNKU eanHy poHbky. Le konu Aip OyB Gins Icyca xToch
noBigoMuB MoMmy npo cMmepTb AuTUHW. Konu lcyc npui-
WOB B AiM ronoBM CMHaroru npucyTHi 3anutysanu Moro:
«[ns yoro Tv npuiioB? BoHa Bxe nomepna.». Iioau, aki
Oynu npucyTHi B gomi fipa cmisnuck 3 Heoro. Xpuctoc
He NPOMOBYaB i 3BepHyBCA A0 6aTbKa : “He Gincs, Tinbku
Bipy#, i BoHa cnaceTbes.”J1k.8.50 . Icyc nepekoHye, wwo ue
He CMepThb, a TiNbKK CoH. [ocnoab B AaHOMY BMNaAKy Ha-
3UBac AiliCHY CMepTb — CHOM, MOSICHIOYM HaM, LIO XOY
TiNO NpW CMePTi i 3aNUWWLKIO XUTTH, TO Aylua NIOACHLKA NO
CBOIll Npupogi € 6e3cMepTHOD, a TOMy BOHa MOXE 3HOBY
OXWUBUTH TiNO i NIOANHA BOCKPECHe, NPoBYAKyUMCh Bif
cHy. « He Giicsay, - Bipa BTintoe Hagito. Icyc TBOpUTHL Le
yy#o B3fBWM 3 COOOK B KiMHaTy TPbOX anocToniB :
Metpa, IBaHa Ta fAkoBa, a Takox GaTbKiB AMTUHW. TalHa
Bipy He MOXe OyTh JOCTYNHa NOAAM «30BHiLUHIMY. «30B-
HilLHi», - Le Ti, XTO He BipUTb, TOMY BOHU He NOBIpAThL i B
Te, Wo 3pobuna Bipa. Jltoacbka HeMiy B yCbOMy 3Hae
Mexy, a Takox Mexy Bipu. [ins npucyTHiX B gomi ntoae,
Oyno 3po3yMino NpocTy iCTUHY : AKLLO NoAMHA nomepna,
TO 3HAUYUTb BXe BCe, Ni3HO i He JONOMOXe BXe Hiyoro. Mu
NOBUHHI PO3yMiTH, WO Boxa cuna Moxe 3poOMTH HEMOX-
nuBe. XpucToC 3BEPTAETLCA A0 AIBUYMHM, AK OO XKMBOI :
«diBumHo BcTaHb»J1k.8.54. Bci npucyTHi 3nsakanucb.
Takoro 4yyaa He 6auunu HagiTb anoctonu. XoTinock 6u
npuBeCcTU KinbKa NpUKNagiB, B AKUX MOPIBHHETLCA
cmepTb, AK COH. CBATMI EpoHiM roBoputb : «B Bora
MepTBi XKMBYTb, SIK cnnsYi B Hacy. LiiuepoH nucas: «Hiwo
Tak He nogibHe OO cMmepTi, AK COH». Mu B Hawwux
NOBCTAHCLKMX MICHAX CMIBAEMO : «CMiTb, XNoOnUi, CRIiTbY.
locnopb Bcix Hac CLOroAHi NnepeKkoHye, BOHa He BMepna,
a CNUTb — CKaXM Tinbku Boxe cnoBo — BOHa NPOKMHETLCS.

B Hawomy woaeHHOMY XUTTi Npo TUX NioAew, AKi Ha
Haw nornsag nomepnu gnsa bora, M1 roBopuUMO, WO iXHIO
CMepTb CNPUYMHUNMU 3aNEXHICTb Bif anKOroso Y1 HapKko-
THKiB. ToMy He BapTo iM HecTu cnoBo Boxe i Mu kaxemo
nogibHo sik npucyTHi B gomi fipa: «Yuutento Hema notpe-
01 §o HUX NpuxoauTK». Ane nicns TaKoro CBigYEHHs, sike
MW OTPUMAnM Yyepe3 BOCKPECiHHA auTUHU Aipa, MOXeMo
CKa3aTu, Lo crnpaBgi HaBiTb N0 NPU Te, WO BOHU AYXOBHO
nomepnu, cnoso boxe Moxe NOBEPHYTHU A0 KUTTS...

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio program

Sometimes it seems as though we spend much of our
lives waiting. Daydreaming about an upcoming vacation,
worrying over a medical test, preparing for the birth of a
child - our days are filled with anticipation and anxiety
over what the future holds. As a people of faith, we too
spend our lives waiting. But we are waiting for something
much bigger than a trip, bigger even than retirement or a
wedding: We are waiting for the return of Jesus in His
glory. Advent heightens this sense of waiting, because it
marks our remembrance of Jesus’ arrival into our world
some 2,000 years ago. Overwhelmed by the demands of
the season, we can wait
for Jesus in a state of
anxiety, or cynicism, or
even harried indifference
toward the miracle that is
upon us. Or we can take
our cue from the prayers
we hear every Sunday
and welcome Jesus into
our homes and our
hearts, full of hope and
joy, preparing us to
properly celebrate this
season which leads us to
Jesus' birth. The stories of Advent help us strike the right
note for our wait: the prophecies of Isaiah and John the
Baptist, full of their own stern hope; the pregnancies of
Mary and Elizabeth, each as joyous as it is unexpected;
the miracles, cures and other signs pointing the way to
our Savior’s birth.

Today, our Church celebrates the start of our
‘Christmas Fast’. It is also called the ‘fast of St. Phillip’
because it is immediately preceded by the feast of this
Apostle. This time of expectation and of preparation
corresponds to the Roman Advent, so it is often referred
to as the time of Advent. Like Great Lent, which precedes
Easter, this time of Advent also lasts 40 days, but it does
not involve the same strictness in fasting as does our
Great Fast during Lent. The central idea of Advent is that
it is the ‘coming’ of our Lord, Jesus. One might perhaps
feel that this term ‘coming’ is purely symbolic, for in fact
Christ comes to us at all times, and even lives within us.
However, this approach and this presence of Christ, takes
on a special character at Advent; it somehow acquires an
‘intensity’. A special grace in the ‘coming’ of the Lord is
offered to us, as this time of Advent allows us a more
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vivid, and quite new, awareness of His presence. Jesus
makes Himself known to us, during this period, as ‘He
who comes’, that is to say He makes Himself known as
wanting to be with us. Christian prayer during the time of
Advent might be summed up in the one word: ‘Come’. It
is the “Come, Lord Jesus” with which the Book of
Revelations ends. But are we ready for these 40 days, are
we spiritually cognizant of what the Christmas Fast truly
has to offer each of us?

“Are you ready for Christmas?” As odd as that sounds,
this question was already posted on the window of one of
the stores in the mall the other day. It made me pause and
ponder the thought of
which gifts to buy this
year, and the soon to be
calendar crammed with
holiday events and
parties, and so | shook my
head. “Hardly,” | thought
to myself. When | arrived
home that night, |
pondered the question a
little deeper. “Am | ready
for Christmas?” This time
| thought about the
meaning of the holiday...
the Son of God coming to earth to dwell among us and
show us the way to eternal life. Again | shook my head
and murmured to myself, “Hardly.” It was then that |
vowed to take advantage of every opportunity to prepare
my heart for the coming of the Christ Child into the
world... the world in which we live. What | discovered was
that if we know what we're preparing for, everything we
encounter on the way to Christmas can prepare us for the
coming of Christ, not only in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago
but also in our homes, our families, our workplace, and
our communities. The usual December distractions can
instead become holy moments when we find the Christ
Child in our midst. Having the right attitude and
perspective on the season will help all of us avoid the
excesses that makes certain Christmas preparations
seem frantic and overwhelming. A great theologian once
wrote: “The task seems to be the delicate one of learning
to make the customs and traditions of Christmas serve
the Spirit.” So my challenge this year, as we enter into
our Christmas Fast is to take a look at some of the
demanding activities of the Christmas season with new
eyes, eyes that fully expect to find God in every moment



of this season of hope. Although we are 40 days away
from the birth of Jesus, | will choose to live each of these
days of Advent, challenging myself to better serve the
Spirit. | likewise challenge each of you to do the same.

One of the beautiful things | absolutely love about our
Ukrainian Catholic Church is that we observe our
Christmas Fast (Advent) more as a time of awaiting the
divine light which will shine forth. So much hope and
promise is revealed in the light, as symbolically the
celebration of Christ’s birth coincides with the victory of
light over darkness in the physical world - from Christmas
on, daylight lengthens. In the same way, spiritually
speaking... our interior darkness will be dispelled by the
‘coming’ of the Messiah who is the ‘light of the world’. Our
Byzantine ‘advent’ above all looks to Theophany, the
‘feast of lights’, whereas the Roman Advent concentrates
especially on Christmas, the feast of the coming of the
Lord in the flesh. In order to prepare for this victory of
light, we must during Advent, open ourselves more and
more to the divine light: “which lightest every man and
woman that cometh into the world”. We must examine
ourselves under this inner light, and let this light which is
in us, guide our daily actions. We must live in an
atmosphere of gentleness, truth, and sincerity. As we
enter this time of our Christmas Fast, we need to keep in
mind our own relationship with Christ, and be humble and
mindful enough to open our hands to the hand of God.
That is the Advent of our soul - that is our ‘coming’ into
Christ.

There is a rather insightful story about a child playing
with a vase his mother had left on the table for a few
moments. When the mother turned at the sound of her son
crying, she saw that his hand was apparently stuck in the
vase. She tried to help him, and pulled and pulled until the
child cried out in pain. But her child’s hand would not
budge. How would they get it out? The father suggested
breaking the vase, but it was quite valuable and the child's
hand might be cut in the process. Yet he knew that if all
else failed there would be no other alternative. So he said
to the boy, "Now, let's make one more try. Open your hand
and stretch your fingers out straight, like I'm doing, and
then pull!” "But Dad," said the boy, "if | do that I'll lose my
penny in the vase!" The boy had been holding a coin in
his hand all the time and was holding it securely in his
tight little fist. And he wasn't prepared to open his hand
and lose the penny. Yet once he opened his hand it came
out of the vase rather easily. What are we holding onto so
tightly as to hinder our ‘coming’ to Jesus? That vase can

be compared to the entrance into the Kingdom of God. It
is narrow yet quite easy to pass through, but first we must
“open” our hand to God and allow earthly things to fall. If
we keep our fists closed and hold fast to what we have,
keeping it for ourselves, we will be unable to take hold of
the “Hand of God”. We arrived with nothing and will
depart the same way. It is our own clenched fist that
makes us a prisoner. But if we are willing to open our
hands to the hand of God then we will see great things
take place this Advent. Jesus told many parables,
lessons designed to teach us how to live our lives. Use
these reflections to immerse yourself in the season, and
find your own hope and joy along the wait. As we now
enter into our Christmas Fast, we need to think about how
we will use these 40 days to better prepare ourselves for
not only the birth of Christ, but also for Theophany
(Epiphany) - the feast of lights, the light of knowledge in
Christ, the light that will lead us on our spiritual journey
through this holy of seasons.

Our former Patriarch, Joseph Slipyj, once wrote: “Our
Church guides the faithful by continuously placing before
their eyes the mysteries of the birth, life, passion, death,
and resurrection of our Divine Savior, the grandeur of the
Divine Motherhood, and powerful intercession of the most
Holy Virgin Mary, the lives of the holy men and women,
who by their heroic imitations of Christ, glorified God and
the whole human race. The seasons of fast and
abstinence from boisterous entertainment are to help the
faithful exercise more self-control and better prepare
them for the sacramental encounter with Christ in the Holy
Eucharist.” Today, in our times, the words of our former
and beloved patriarch still ring true, but our Church for
various just reasons has somewhat migrated the once
very strict fasts and left them to the free choice of the
faithful. Our Christmas Fast is one of these occasions.
However, this does not mean that we are not obligated to
practice the spirit of sacrifice, penance, and fasting.
Therefore, let our love of Christ, the good of our souls,
and the love of our sacred traditions be the principle
motives in our preparation for Christmas, through prayer,
fasting, the reception of the Holy Sacraments, and the
‘coming’ of Christ deeper and deeper into our souls. St.
Matthew reminds us to: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight His path” (Matthew 3:3). My brothers and
sisters, open your hand to the hand of God and you will
see great things take place this Advent season. Then
challenge yourself to make the customs and traditions of
Christmas better serve the Spirit!

Watch EWTN TV
Live Broadcast

of the Hierarchical
Ak Divine Liturgy

7N celebrated by
His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk

“Michael’s dance”

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015

ST. MARY’S UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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6248 Main Street
NIAGARA FALLS , Ontario

=
Sunday, November 15
beginning at 2:15 pm ET

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception

7:00 pm - Dinner
8:00 pm - Dance

TICKETS - $ 30.00 PER PERSON
STUDENTS - $ 20.00

Advance Tickets Philadelphia, Pa.
_ Call (305) 354 - 7876 Watch on your EWTN TV Channel
E-Mail: stmaryschurch@cogeco.net or

Livestreaming on our website at
http://ukrarcheparchy.us/

Please Take Part!
Mpocumo Basatu YyacTb!
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