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a sHumui: Mocnd Mpivko skmin 6yB 3a6utni y dinininax 7 Mpyans, 1941 p.
n the photo Joseph Hriczko, who was killed on December 7 in Philippines

Pearl Harbor is a U.S. naval base near Honolulu, Hawaii, that
was the scene of a devastating surprise attack by Japanese
forces on December 7, 1941. Just before 8 a.m. on that Sunday
morning, hundreds of Japanese fighter planes descended on
the base, where they managed to destroy or damage nearly 20
American naval vessels, including eight battleships, and over
300 airplanes. More than 2,400 Americans died in the attack,
including civilians, and another 1,000 people were wounded.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed a joint session of
the U.S. Congress on December 8, the day after the crushing
attack on Pearl Harbor.

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in
infamy—the United States of America was suddenly and

deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of
Japan.”

He went on to say, “No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated
invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.
| believe | interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when | assert that we will
not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that this form of
treachery shall never endanger us again.”

After the Pearl Harbor attack, and for the first time during years of discussion and
debate, the American people were united in their determination to go to war.

Today’s Liturgy at noon is for Joseph Hriczko and those who were killed in Pearl Harbor.
1 . % 3 CoorogHiwHa Cg. Jlityprisa 3 naHaxugot € 3a *Mocudpa piyko i BCiX TUX, WO 3aruHynu
From remembrance of 85t Anniversary of Holodomor — with the help of visitors from Washington D.C. & Wisconsin. Thank You! BHacnigok artaky Ha lNepn Map6op 7 F'pyaHa, 1941 p. Biynas Nam’sate!!! Eternal Memory!!!
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December 9 — m -9 pyaHs
ILEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 PM +Vasyl Serediuk (Rose Serediuk)

9 M'pyaHsa: 28 H. no 3icnaHHi Ceatoro flyxa

Conception of Theotokos by St. Anne

9 December: 29. aft Pent. - 29 H. no 3C[1

10:00 p. 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

13 M'pyaHa: Ce. An. AHgpisi lepBo3BaHoro

12:00 AM Perl Harbor Day

Monday, December 10 I'pyaHs, Moxeginok
6:00 PM +Sophie Troyan
(League of Ukrainian Catholics - N.F.)
Tuesday, December 11 IpyaHs, BisTopok
8:00 AM +Onbra Benbmera
(Emin BanppiBcbkui)
Wednesday, December 12 I'pyaHs, Cepena
12:00 AM +3eHoH [leprak - 40 a. i MaH.
(PoauHa)
Thursday, December 13 'pyaHs, Yetsep
10:00 AM see Julian
Friday, December 14 IpyaHs, ['aTHUUA
8:00 AM +Credpa i +o0. Onisan Ocagua
(Okcana Cangur)
Saturday, December 15 pyaHs, Cy6oTa
9:00 AM +Oleksa Kurlak
(Anna Kowal & Stepan Korol)
4:30 PM +Sophie Pucak (Mary Ann DuBois)

10:00 p. +Anapin MeTpuwumH (Ackonba Mocinvyk)

16 MpyaHs: 29 H. no 3icnanHi CeaToro flyxa

16 December: S. Holy Forefathers - H. lNpaoTuis

No Noon Liturgy

12/16 — Feastday - TPA3HUK

BiuHe Caitno B yectb M.0.M.
lopuTb 3a ycix noctpapganux B MNepn Map6op

Eternal Light honoring Holy Theotokos

Burns for all those who perished in Pearl Harbor

BiuHe CgiTno Moputhb 3a kpaly gonto
Hawoi BaTbKiBLIMHK.

Eternal Light Burns for
God'’s Blessings and Peace in Ukraine

10:00 p. 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

Feastday — MPA3HUK - 16.XII

New Statues of St, Cyril and Methodius sponsored
by Cenko Family could be seen near Fatima Shrine
in Lewiston. Visit their Festival of Lights at this time.
Hogi ckynbntypu CBB. Kupuna i Metoais moxHa or-
nAaHyTA no npaBomy 6oui Basunuku B JlyicToHi, e
came Tenep BigbyBaeTbca PecTiBanb cBiTNA.

PROFFESSIONAL COL

Y.

Nick Hurmak

OWNIR

(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR

(716) 578-8185

112 DULAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, NY, 14150

FAX: {716} 2 254
www.redstarautomotive.com

DNIPRO @ AHINPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now
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HERE IS
A PLACE

PHONE 893-1025
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Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaca

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

EURO DELI Anp GIFTS

6 4

& R 2

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:
Bologna # Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese » Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, g 2 n) 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) E mg,}‘( Amherst (Getzville Plaza)
630-0130 = S 688-14%5

A CALENDAR is hanging on the wall in the
Church vestibule listing parish and organi-
zation activities in the Ukrainian Community.
If your organization is planning a function, or
if you know of an upcoming event, please
include it on the calendar. In this way,
activities will not be scheduled on the same
day. ~ Thanks! ~

UkraINIAN Y. YkpaiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION -’ OENEPANTbHA KPEQUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NMEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYTY
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKM | TO3UKV | KPEAUTH HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.uKrainianfcu.org

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.uKrainianfcu.org

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:
Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* Kk

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi no cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
oH., s8ismopok, yemesep 3 sismopka o yemsep
Friday / M'amHuus Friday / M'amHuus
| 9:30 am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Mpo GinbLe iHopmaLiii Wwo pieTban B
rpomagi, npocMmo BifBiAaTH BEO-CTOPIHKY.

http://lwww.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please pray for the vocation.

npOCVIMO MOJIUTUCA 3a NOKNNKAHHA.

Is the web-page to find More information
and events in our Ukrainian Community.

A meeting of the Niagara Frontier
Council League of Ukrainian
Catholics will be held on Monday,
December 10t at 6:30 in the
Church Hall. A follow-up on
convention matters will be on the agenda. At 6:00
there will be a Liturgy, from the Niagara Frontier
Council, for Mrs Sophia Troyan, mother of Fr. Dan
Troyan, Spiritual Director

—> > —> MEN OF THE PARISH < < <
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

On Thursday, December 14t at 6:00 PM help

is needed in the church for a few hours to

set up the Christmas trees and manger. If

you can spare an hour or two, please let us

know you will be able to come and help.

Mpocumo yonosikiB y yeTsep 14 [pyaHsa o
6 rod. NpunTU yaeKopyBaTy LEPKBY...

If you are out shopping and find Christmas
items dramatically reduced in price, please buy
them and we will store them, so we can have
them for a Christmas booth at the next Bazaar.

FOR RENT:

UPPER TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT ABOVE THE
UACC (NARODNIJ DIM) IN BLACKROCK. LIVING
ROOM, DINING ROOM, KITCHEN AND ONE BATH.
OFF STREET PARKING.
$400.00 PER MONTH, INCLUDES WATER.

NO PETS!

Call 716 844-8985 or 716 674-4916.

MnacToBa cTaHMUA xoue
BRawTyBaTi TpaguuinHy
M. CBiYeYKY 3 y4acTio
rpomapsHbcTBa 30-ro CiuHs
2019 p. no Cnyx06i Boxin y
LIepKOBHiN 3ani.

INVITATION - 3ANPOLUEHHA

You and your family Are cordially invited to our
Parish’s Annual ST. NICHOLAS FEASTDAY
DINNER (Praznyk) Sunday, December 16, 2018
Liturgy at 10:00 AM. Dinner immediately
following the Liturgy in the Church Hall. For
reservations call Elaine Nowadly @ 867-0981,
Nadia Marc @ 839-3016 or the rectory 852-7566
(leave message) by December 9, 2018

Yci 3anpouweHi Ha pa3Huk CB.
Mukonas, NaTpoHa Hawoi LepKBK, AKUIA
BinOypeTbca y Heainto 16 Mpyans, 2018 no Cs..
Nityprii 0 10 roa paHo. 3a fo6pOBINLHUMU
Aatkamu. lMo MOXNMBOCTI NPOCUMO 3ronocuTy
CBOIO yyacTb. IHchopmMaLlii no aHrNiKCLKM.
HabnuxaeTbcs KiHeub poKy i Haroaa ans
AOAATKOBMX NOXEPTB Ha NOTPeOM Hawwoi
Lepksu. [lpocumo B3ATH yyacTb!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Ocepenok CYM im. Ieci Ykpainku B Bochano H./.
BnawToBye

MackapaaHy Manatky 2019
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YKpa'I'HCbI.(I/IIZ KynbTypHuit LieHTp " [Hinpo”
npu 562 [xeHeci Byn. bocpano H.A.

LLmpo 3anpoLuyemo YkpaiHcbKy rpomagy
micta Bodbano i okonuupb o ydacTu.

[o TaHuiB npurpaBaTume OpKecTpa:

ZapoyD

3 TopoHTo KaHaga

Koktennb  8:00-9:00 B.
3abasa  9:00B.
Byder 11:008.
3yCTpiy HOBOTO POKY — LLIAMMaHCLKWIA TOCT

binetn Ha npogax
Big 1-ro nuctonapa 2018 p. go 14-ro rpyans 2018
$40.00 ana nopocnux/$75.00 i napu
$30.00 ons ctygenTis (13-20)

Big 15-or rpyans 2018 p. go 19-or cisHa 2019 p.
$50.00 ans nopocnux/$90.00 Big napu
$30.00 ans ctyneHTis (13-20)

[o 3amoBneHHs GineTiB:

Dnipro Bar, Ukrainian Federal Credit Union,
Euro-Deli, Fans Cepegtok (716) 316-1051
MoxeTu 3HainTn Ha deiic-byk
KYPUTU 3ABOPOHEHO B 3ATI "OHITIPA"

KOMICIS! KOHTPONSA AJTbKOrONiB 8 H.A. 3ABOPOHSAE
MPUHOCUTW BNACHI ATTbKOT OMNbHI HATTUTKA

HELP NEEDED - YBATI'A YBATA!!!

- llpocumo nputdmu y Cepedy i MssmHu-
uro pobumu sapeHuKku, momy, wo € ba-
2amo 3amoersieHb. [skyemo!

e In the kitchen we have begun working on
Christmas orders. We will have more
orders over the next few weeks. In order
to fill our orders, we need to work an
extra day during the week and need
more help.

e WE NEED HELP THIS WEDNESDAY
AND FRIDAY 8:00 AM TO MAKE
VARENYKY.

Please save the date:

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is having
its annual Christmas Party include a basket raffle
in Lackawanna on Saturday, December 15th, at
5:00PM after the evening Liturgy at 4:00PM in our
Church Hall Abbott Rd. We are accepting donat-
ions of items for the basket raffle. The cost of the
dinner is $15 for adults and children under 14 are
free. We are catering the meal. Please place your
reservation for you and your friends by December
5. You may call Maria LaPaglia at 826-0281 or
Father Andriy 716-823-6182. All parishioners and
guests are welcome. Please attend!

St Basil Christmas Lunch will take place on
Sunday, December 9th, after the Liturgy at 10:45
AM in our Church basement hall at 12:00 noon. It
will include a basket raffle and baked goods.
Donations for the basket raffle are greatly ap-
preciated. Please place your reservation for you
and your friends by December 2. The cost of the
dinner is $12 for adults and children under 14 are
free. You may call Lenny at 826-0281 or Father
Andriy 716-823-6182 or put note in Sunday
basket. All parishioners and guests are wel-
come. Please attend!

>MNPOCUMO OO YYACTU!!!l ¢«

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

e KITCHEN — Reopened on September 14.

e Thank you for your help and patronage! GBATOI'O MUEKOAAHA
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers! (HI A OTITEOIO 11 PEYHGTOI
e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after AIBH MAPIT O AH‘]TP[T)

Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
Until we meet next Sunday...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

Pleas;rlg; S GIFT CARDS: Rectory: (716) 852-7566
us raise money 9’ Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
for our Church <) 0p5 Confession: Before Liturgies

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God
Bless! Y y Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Please note: You can purchase gasoline Family members should call the Rectory

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. PoauHa noBMHHa NOBIAOMUTY CBALIEHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

¥ nac yenimno nponaioreest Kaprouku 3 B pa3i noTpe6u 3aBxXau MoXHa 3aKnuKaTi
kpamuuui "Tonce". Kynywoun ix BU nmomaraere .
unepksi. /st Bac He poOuTh pisHHLI YK BH V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
IJIATWIN TPIllIMU YU KAPTOYKOI0, aJie IEPKBa

Cnosigb: Mepea CB. Jlitypriamm
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a AJOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: [onocutucs 6 MicAwiB ckoplue

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday (check bulletin) - Cy6oTa

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

aicrane Bix ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepxsa
onepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTu ciix
3BepraTucs a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o 10 kan-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

Tako:k npUragyemMo, mo i€ KAPToUYKO0I0

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!

MO’KHA KyNyBaTH O€H3UHY.


http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
https://zapovid.bigcartel.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Upcoming Events in the Parish Communit

December 10 — LUC Meeting 6:30 PM - Church Hall

December 15 at 11 AM - Visit with St. Nicholas -
Ridna Shkola - at “Dnipro”

December 16 — St. Nicholas Parish Praznyk

Saturday, January 19th, 2019 - Ukrainian New
Year’s Dance Masquerade “MALANKA”
Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204

January 30 - Plast Candle Light in the Church Hall

CB. MMKONAW YYOOTBOPELb

Yce xutTa cB. MuKkonasi - Ue HeckiH4eHHi bnaro-
AifIHHA | YyyAeca, noAaHi cTpaxaeHHOMY NIOACTRY.
CeaTa LlepkBa npocnaBnsie Mukonas YyaoTrsopus
fIK Myaporo npaBuTens, BramiBHMKa Chparnux,
WBMAKOrO MNOMiYHMKA YCiM, XTO ONUHMBCA B OiAi Ta
ckopboTax. BiH psATyBaB notonawuux, BU3BONSB
NOMOHEHUX, BiABOAUB CMEPTHY Kapy Bifi HEBUHHMX,
3uinaB GaraTbox Niofgen: NoBepHyB 3ip, BUNpPaBUB
KynbraBicTb, AaB MOBY HimMuM. BusiB Garatbox 3
ybo3TBa W 3nMAHIB, noaaB Ky ronoaHum, 6yB
NOMiYHUKOM HYXAEHHUM i TENNUM 3aCTyNHMKOM. BiH
WBKUAKO 3 ABNAETLCA CKpi3b, Ae NOTpiOHA Woro
ponomora. | HUHI BiH NPMXOAUTL A0 THX, XTO Knuyve
Woro gonomorTy i 3actynutu Big 6ign. Yypgec ioro
He 3niunTK. Yce xutta Yyaotsopus 6yno nosHaveHo
noboB’10 [0 6nmkHboro. HaeiTe cMepTb He nNepep-
Bana noro 6narogatHux cnpas, MOro Yyaeca 3Bep-
LWAKTLCA NOBCAKYAC.

Hapoausca cB. Mukonan y 257 poui B Manii Asii,
y mipnikincbkomy micti Matapi, y poauHi ®eodaHa i
HoHHu, niopeit 6naropogHuX i 3amoXHUX, AKi BUpi3-
HAnMca JobponopsagHicTio 1 Munocepgam Ao 6ig-
HuX. [loBro Moro 6aTbku He Manu Aiten, Ta K Haro-
poay 3a ixHe 6narovecta Mocnoab nogapysaB iM
cuHa. Hapoauecs cB. Mukonain y BaXKun Yac, Konu
B yci PUMCbKin iMmnepii nepecnigyBanu XpucTusiH.

Bin camoro HapomxeHHs cB. Mukonaw 6yB HaB-
YyeHuW 3 Heba NOCTHULTBA, fAiKe 36epiraB Ao cmeprTi.
HOocarwm roHaubKoro BiKy, BiH 6epeTbcsl 3a KHUXHe
HaBYaHHS, BUBYae CeATe Nucbmo. Maroumn npupogHi

3pibHocCTi, BiH, cnoBHeHU GnaropatTio CB. [lyxa,
BuBuYMuB CBAaTe lucbMmo, sk i NOTPiOHO Gyno Aobpo-
My nactupeBi XpuctoBoro crapga. lOHak 6yB cTpu-
MaHWUM, CXUIbHUM [0 CaMOTHLOTO XUTTSA, He BigAaa-
BaBCA MapHOTaM, NOOMB BiaBiayBaTH Xpamu Boxi.

CnocTepiratoum ioro 6oroyrogHe XuTTa, piaHWIA
AAAbKO €nuckon TaTapcbku Mukona nocBATUB
CBOro nnemiHHWMKa B caH npecsitepa. Oaepxasium
nicns 6aTbKiB BENWKWUIA Cnaaok, BiH Bigdac Moro Ha
cnpaBu GnarodiviHi i MMnocepAaHi, 3BepLIMBLLN NpPU
LbOMy GaraTo noABMriB.

Micna cmepTi Mipcbkoro apxiemuckona mo BOAi
Boxii cB. Mukonas Bo3Benu B caH enuckona. CB.
Mukonan OyB NpuKNagoM XPUCTUSHCLKOTO XWUTTS,
ABepi noro gomy Oynu BiguMHEHi Ans BCiX.

Y yac roHiHHA Ha XpUcTUAH cB. Mukonan cMinueo
cunoto cnosa 3miuHioBaB y Jlikii Bipy Xpucrosy, 3a
WO Pa3oM 3 iHWKUMKU XpPUCTUAHAMKU OYB KMHYTUN JO
B AI3HUL, Ae 3a Bipy TepniB ronod, cnpary, oopasu,
3HyWaHHA i cTpax cmepTi. Ta Mukonai cnoBoM i
BNAacHWUM NPUKNaaoM niabaaboproBaB i 3MiLHIOBAB
Bipy TUX, XTO ByB NopyH i3 HUM.

Cs. Mukonaw 6yB y4yacHukom [epworo BceneH-
cbKoro cobopy B TpaBHi 325 poky. Ha 3anpoweHHs
imnepatopa KoctaiHTuHa y BidiHcbkomy micTi Hikei
3i6panucs 318 enuckonis, abn nonaroguUTyH LEpKoB-
Hi cnpaeu. Y pob6oTi cobopy cB. Mukonai nokasaB
cebe NONyM SIHUM peBHUTENEM YUCTOTU BipH,
BMCTYNMBLUM NPOTU €PECi - apiaHCTBA.

Y noasurax nw6oB.i go bora i 6nmxkHix npoxoguno
yce KuTTA,apxienuckona MipniKidcbkoro, SIKUK
nepewLwwoB y Bi4HICTb 6 rpyaHs 342 poky. Moro ceste
TiNO 3 YecTO NOXoBanu B COBOPHIN MipniKiACbKin
LiepKBi, Bif HbOro MWK NaxoLi 1 Lintowe Mupp.

CeaTa LlepkBa 3ragye y AeB'ATUM AeHb TPaBHSA
nepeHeceHHsa Moluen ceatutens 3 Mip Jlikincbkux y
micto Bapi (ltanis). Cnouatky uecHi mouwi cB.
Mukonas 6ynu noknapgeHi B uepksi cB. loaHa lMpepa-
Teui. BiguyBlwmn 4ypodiHy uinowy cuny cBATUX
MolLew, BAAYHI xuTeni micta Bapi cnopygunu B im'sa
ceaTuTens Mukonas po3skillHUMA MypoBaHUI XpaMm, B
AKOMY nocTaBunu cpibHy, no3onouyeHy paky. Ha
TpeTin pik nicna nepeHeceHHA mouwen po Bapi ix
YPOUMCTO NOKNanu nig NpecTofsioMm Ae BOHU Nouu-
BaloTb i Aoci. (Yknae B'auecnae Muxainuwmn)

Yepes noae, wepes 2ait itde do dimox Muxoaait!!!
* Y Ginecenwvxiit mopbrunayi ein ycim nece cocmunayi!!!

“PITHA IIIKOJIA”
., wWupo 3anpowye eac Ha

Syemypry 31 Cesomu Mumso.aen!
y Cybomy 15-20 I'pyous o 11-mii 200uni
¢ Yipaincvxomy Kynvmypuomy Henmpi "/Iuinpo”

562 Genesee Street
Buffalo, NY 14204

Y npozpami:

¢ Bucmyn yunise "Pionoi IlIkoau"”

o IModapyHku yemMHuUM dimam

e ITicasa npozpamu - CMAYHUU CHIOAhwn
HaaucHuku, conrodxke i Kasa

Bxid Geswowmosnuii

6ydemo edavuni 3a dobpoeiabHil
noxcepmeu
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Saint Nicholas:

The Image of Giving

As we celebrate the feast of Saint Nicholas of
Myra in Lycia, the Wonderworker, we find that
there is a certain unresolved tension that ac-
companies his person and memory. On the one
hand, there are few “hard facts” about his life (to
the point where many doubt his actual historical
existence), while on the other hand, he is clearly
one of the most beloved and universally
venerated saints within the Church. A good
example of an objective account of the few facts
behind the saint’s life can be found in a short
introductory biographical note concerning Saint
Nicholas in the book, The Time of the Spirit:
“Little is known for certain about the life of Saint
Nicholas, bishop of Myra in Lycia (Asia
Minor). It is believed that he suffered imprison-
ment during the last major persecution of the
Church under Diocletian in the early fourth
century, and that he attended the first Ecumeni-
cal Council at Nicea in 325. Christian tradition
has come to regard him, in the words of an
Orthodox hymn, as ‘an example of faith and an
icon of gentleness’ [The Time of the Spirit, p. 69].

For those interested in the historical back-
ground of Saint Nicholas, the following note
found in The Synaxarion, Vol. Il, edited by
Hieromonk Makarios of Simonas Petras, may
prove to be of real interest: “Since the medieval
period, Saint Nicholas of Myra has been
confused with Saint Nicholas of Sion, who
founded a monastery not far from Myra at the
end of the 5th century. The Vita of the latter has
come down to us but the incidents in it have
been entirely ascribed to Saint Nicholas of Myra,
with the result that Saint Nicholas of Sion has
been forgotten in the hagiographical
accounts.... See The Life of Saint Nicholas of
Sion, edited and translated by I. N. P. Sevcenko
[Brookline, MA, 1984].”

So, even if we are dealing with a “composite
figure” when we venerate Saint Nicholas the
Wonderworker, we nevertheless are given a
glimpse into the “mind of the Church” when it
comes to an image of a true pastor. A powerful
and enduring image of a genuine Christian
shepherd has remained within the memory of
the Church, regardless of the now unrecover-
able “facts” behind the actual history of fourth-
fifth century Asia Minor. It is this “unerring”
intuition of the People of God to which the
faithful respond up to the present day that
remains as a solid foundation upholding all of
the wonderful stories that endear us to Saint
Nicholas. The Church always needs bishops of
the type embodied by Saint Nicholas, a
shepherd who was a “rule of faith and an image
of humility” who both protected and interceded
for his flock, according to the great Russian
Orthodox iconographer, Leonid Uspensky. And
he further writes: “This ‘life for others’ is his
characteristic feature and is manifested by the
great variety of forms of his solicitude for men:
his care for their preservation, their protection
from the elements, from human injustice, from
heresies and so forth. This solicitude was
accompanied by numerous miracles both dur-
ing his life and after his death. Indefatigable
intercessor, steadfast, uncompromising fighter
for Orthodoxy, he was meek and gentle in
character and humble in spirit” [The Time of the
Spirit, p. 69].

Well known as Saint Nicholas has been, he is
perhaps less well known in today’s world. In
fact, he may be slowly slipping away from
Christian consciousness. Santa Claus, that
rather unfortunate caricature of the saintly
bishop, clearly has something to do with
this. But perhaps the very virtues embodied by
this saint are slowly fading from our conscious-
ness. Some time ago, | wrote a meditation that

passed on the name our social and secular
world has “earned” for itself through its
rampant commercialization of Christmas—and
that is “Getmas.” The author who coined this
new term—I forget his name—claims it came to
him based on a conversation he had had with a
good friend about the “spirit of Christmas.” The
friend of our author said that Christmas was
about “getting things.” When the author
countered by saying, “l thought Christmas was
about giving,” the friend quickly retorted, “Sure,
people are supposed to give me things!” Out of
this sad exchange came the unfortunate, but
accurate, “Getmas.”
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But Saint Nicholas was about the
proper understanding of “giving.”
Perhaps the most enduring quality of
his image is that of giving to children
in need. Our children learn that
those who already “have” more are
those who will yet “get” more. And
that is because they are taught this
by their parents who yield to their
childish demands. So we persist in
— widening the gap of imbalance
) between the “haves” and “have nots”
MB| without too many pangs of (Christi-

| an) conscience. Saint Nicholas want-

28l ed to restore a sense of balance, and
so he looked first to those who were
in need, so that they could also taste
some childlike happiness from
receiving an unexpected gift. In a
simple manner, this imitates the
giving of God Who gave us Christ at
a time when everyone—rich and poor
g, ~ alike—was impoverished through sin

'Y!| and death. | sometimes fantasize
that an ideal celebration of Christmas
would find a relatively affluent family
making sure that they spent more on
those in need than on themselves. If
Christianity is indeed the “imitation of the divine
nature,” as Saint Gregory of Nyssa once said,
then that need not necessarily be such an
unrealistic idea. | do not believe that | have ever
done that, so I convict myself through the very
thought. Yet, | am convinced that our children
would respond with an eager spirit of
cooperation if properly prepared for some
approximation of that ideal. Why should it be
otherwise if, according to the Apostle Paul,
Christ said that it is more blessed to give than to

receive? (Fr. Steven Kostoff, OCA)
https://oca.org/reflections/fr.-steven-kostoff/saint-
nicholas-the-image-of-giving




