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December 20 — 2020 - 20 rpyaus
IIEPKOBHHUH BIGHUK

4The crew that prepared manger .
Q, and Christmas tree. Thank you'
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The Family of +Anasta2|a Puhacz : | ' NN R ’ Lpyry = YCMIXOM!
' Tpetio = JOBPOM!
YereepTy = TEPMIHHAM!
A B n'aty = noknaau BIPY!
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Chrlst is Born' Glorify Him!
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. Happy Parish Feast Day
§A Have a Joyous Christmas! of St. Nicholas!
XPUGTOG PAKAAETHLGA!
GAABITE! Bitaemo 3 [pa3Hnkom

RECEAMX PISAR'ANMX cRaT!  CBATOro Mukonas!



GHURGH BULLETIN

December 20 - m — 20 rpyaHs
IEPKORHHNH RIGHHK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

FEASTDAY - MPA3HUK

4 30 PM For Parlshloners 3a ﬂapoxwm

20 rpyaHs: 28 Hepins no 3icnanxi C.. flyxa

10:00 p. NPA3HUK - FEAST DAY

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

S >
oward M
annan
th 100°/ Magr?:;
e
Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee!

22 rpypHa: 3avatta AHHM (HenopouHe 3avarTa)

10:00 - Ukr. (some Engllsh) : CA
++Roman, Paraska, Slawko Mlchallw
(Michael, Michelle Michalow) — (Julian)
Monday, December 21 rpyans, MoHeainok
8:00 AM MonutBa
9:00 AM +Mary Beth Sukmann (Friends)
Tuesday, December 22 rpyans, BiBTopok
10:00 p. For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisH

Wednesday, December 23 rpyaHs, Cepega
9:00 AM +KaTtepuHa, Mpuropin Fapacumuyk
(Hesictka)

10:00 p. For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisH

27 rpyaus: Hepins cB. MpaoTuis

Christmas Eve - CAaT Beuip
Thursday, December 24 rpyaHs, Yeteep

9:30 AM Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
9:00 PM Great Compl. & Christmas Lit. (Greg.)
Ben. Moseyeps i Pizag. Nityprisa

CHRISTMAS - PI30BO (Greg.)
Friday, December 25 rpyaus, [T’'saTHuys

12:00 noon Christmas Liturgy
+Metropolitan Joseph Shmondiuk

Synaxis of Theotokos - Co6op b. (Greg.)
Saturday, December 26 rpyaHs, Cy6ota

9:30 AM +John & Mary Colomon
(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)

4 30 PM +lwan Kozogu (Seredluk Famlly)

10:00 p. +Muxauno Noza (,upy)KMHa)

KoHBepTu npurotoBaHi.
Mpocumo 3abpartu.
AKwo He maeTe a
XOTinu 6u maty,
NPOCUMO 3roNOCUTUCS.

Please take your envelopes. If you would like
envelopes for next year and do not already have
them, please let the parish office (852-7566) know as
soon as possible. If you already have envelopes and
no longer plan to use them, again, please let us know
as soon as possible.

The cost of envelopes per box has increased to
$8.00 per box. (Suggested donation $10.00).

Please fill out the Registration card and return. We
would like to update our information. Please include
cell phone number and email. There are times when
we need to inform parishioners of an immediate
need, so we can email or text to get them the
information quickly.

My Offering

Eternal Light Burns for all Living and
Deceased Parishioners of St. Nicholas Parish

+Mychajlo Loza (Wlfe) ' (Jullan)

Biune Cgitno B yects 1. [. Mapii
FOpUTHL 3a XUBUX | MOMEPNNX YNEHIB
Mapoxii cB. Mukonas

LlpDeS JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
M[car ‘If,':rl.:!jlmaansm 4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043
Albany | Buffalo | Flonda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C. Cell: 716.523.6693 )
ippes.com Office: 716.656.8999 « Fax: 716.825.4911 =
Attorney Advertising. jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com m
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. HowardHanna.com — i=m
KARYCZAK’S L( p PHONE 893-1025
AUTOMOTIVE

995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220
e COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS *
m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS
; WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
& TIRES BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
sare MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

822-1574 825?7)(428 827-8895 ASKFORTOM

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.
BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

<% ;’})
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga

CeppaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

M A Ry I(Ay The Best Times to Reach Me

Call me any time!
I look forward to
hearing from you.

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY

3498 Stevenson Court

Wheatfield NY 14120 ;
(716) 628-7882

uscheidle@verizon.net -
www.marykay.com/uscheidle

UkraINIAN M. YipaiHcbkA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OEAEPANIbHA KPEZIUTHA CTITTKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAJIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYIK
OLLIAZIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATH | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
r'POLLOBI NEPEKA3W | ENEKTPOHHI NOCNYrK:
[MOCNYIrN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAIN|

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna * Salami ¢ Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Marny Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates # Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., & 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) * gl \“"vgy Ambherst (Getzville Plaza)
630-0130 = 688-1495

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHedinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi ro cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
loH., eismopok, yemeep 3 siemopka no yemesep
Friday / M'asm+uus Friday / M'asm+uus
| 9:30am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm)| |9am-1pm)|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

112 DELAWAR

TONAWANI

FAX: ¢
www.redstarautomotive.com

DNIPRO Bqﬂ JAHIITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Call for kitchen status - Sandee 400-3905
MigTpumainTe Baw Hapogrwit [im

In Memoriam! BiyHasa Mam’aTb!

15 rpyaHa 2020
Ynokoinacs B Focnogi
Cs. Mam.
+AHacrTasisa yray
PoguHi i npuaTunAM cknagaemo cniBuyTTa
A'ivi xan 6ype BiyHaa Mam’aTb!

>>>

JuIy 31, 1920 — December 15, 2020

Tuesday, December 15, 2020
Fell asleep in the Lord

+Anastazia Puhacz

We extend our sympathy to the family and
friends. May she rest in peace.

Anastazia Puhacz passed away at the age of
99, on Tuesday, December 15, 2020.

The former Anastazia Teplyckyj was born on
Sunday, July 31, 1921, to the late Maria and
Ivan Teplyckyj, in Ukraine. Anastazia was an
employee of Roswell Park Cancer Institute, in
Buffalo, New York.

Anastazia was the beloved wife of the late
Petro Puhacz.

The devoted mother of lhor (Stephanie
Hnatiw) Puhacz, Maria (George) Paszkowsky,
and Wasyl (Mary Ann) Puhacz.

A loving grandmother of Christina (Joseph)
Welsh, Lida Mazepa, Danylo (Krista)

Paszkowsky, Raisa Puhacz, Alyssa Puhacz,
Andrew Puhacz, and the fond great-
grandmother of 5 great-grandchildren.
She is also survived by relatives in Ukraine.
Anastazia was a member of the Ukrainian
National Women’s League, Branch #49.
In lieu of flowers, the family prefers
that donations be made to:
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church,
308 Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, N. Y., 14206
or to:
The Brothers of Mercy Wellness Campus,
C/O Brothers of Mercy Foundation,
4520 Ransom Road, Clarence, N. Y., 14031.

In Memoriam! BiyHasa Mam’aTb!

14 rpyaHa 2020 Ynokoinaca B Focnopai C.. M.

+OkcaHa Cangut

PoauHi i npusTunam cknagaemo cnisuyTTa

A'ivi xan 6ype BiyHaa Mam’aTb!

December 14, 2020 fell asleep in the Lord

+Oksana Saldyt
(July 15, 1921- December 14, 2020)
We extend our sympathy to the family and

friends. May she rest in peace.
More to follow in future buletins

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian
Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine
7

UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratisauist O6opoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President




UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS

FOOD DRIVE

Help us help those less fortunate by
placing non-perishable food items in the box
May God bless you for your generosily

Nira YkpaiHuiB KaTtonukis 36upae koH3epBu
Ana notpebyoymnx Haworo micrta. lMpocumo!
League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara Frontier
is collecting non-perishable items (please
check expiration date) for those less fortunate
in Buffalo Community. The box is located by
the bulletin in our church. Thank You!

Easy to remember
NEW NORMAL PROTOCOL

Avoid touching:

Mouth, Eyes, Nose

Instead follow:

Wash your hands

Obey social distancing
Mask up ;0’
Exercise & eat well f

No unnecessary traveling

If you have the opportunity, you should check
out the lights at Fatima Shrine in Lewiston.

They burn brightly from 5-9 pm every day, and
they also have an extraordinary exhibit on
display in Fatima Hall. 300 nativity scenes from

around the world, beautifully crafted and

guaranteed to delight and bring the spirit of

Christmas to your hearts.
let us Reform \

Ourselves in the
Glory of the

adgl the
3

URkraine é G

e Our CHURCH KITCHEN is CLOSED
Until farther notice.

e Thank you for your help and patronage!

e Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. NOW CLOSED!

Until we meet God willing ...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money OT
for our Church op S

by purchasing v Stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not
lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive
back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, call the rectory.
Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.
* % %

¥ nac ycnimnHo npoaawrtbest Kaproukn 3
kpamuuni "Tonc". Kynyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepksi. Lust Bac He poOuTh pizHuni 4n
BH IUIATHJIM TPIllIMH Y KaPTOYKOI0, ajie
nepkBa gicrane Big ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000

nepkBa oxep:xuth $50. Illo 6 3akynuTH ciin

3BepTaTHCH 10 KaHueasipii. {axkyemo!
Taxkox npuragyemo, mo i€ KapToy-
KO0 MOKHA KyNyBaTH OeH3HMHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
IEPK. BIGHHUK Bunaerbcst THAKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogasaTu 10 YerBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTTKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPIT OAITITPIT)

EIRRIETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
) REEGEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DTN - hitp://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepen Cs. flityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micauiB ckoplue

Religion classes - Peniriina lNporpama
Closed under farther notice

Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory

PoguHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSILLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Anastazia Puhacz was
born in the village of Dykiw
Ukraine. She had two sisters
and a brother. She was
unable to continue her
education past the third
grade because the
occupying force said
Ukrainians were only good
for field work and not
: requiring further schooling.
This never stopped her from her love of reading.
Then came the Russian communist who were
worse than the previous regime. Shortly, the
German Nazis showed up and took her instead of
her father to Germany for forced labor. She said
that they could see the city of Dresden burning
from the incendiary bombs.

Always cold, hungry, and tiring work she was
forced to rise for work in the dark and to bed when
dark. She was used, abused, hit, spit upon and
cursed by local German villagers. After the war in a
refugee camp, she met and married Petro Puhacz.
Then the family, with son Ihor, moved to Frankfurt
where daughter Maria was born. In March 1954 they
moved again arriving in New York City. The trip, on
a ship that was the fastest liner at the time, was
short and luxurious as compared to her previous
life. In Buffalo, at Deaconess hospital, Wasyl was
born. She loved America.

Her life though changed when her husband died
and she was left to finish raising her children on
her own. We think she did pretty good.

An avid gardener, she had cherry trees, apples,
peaches, pears, and plums in the back yard. She
also planted many different vegetables. She spent
hours outside on her flowers. Trimming, cutting,
and working the soil.

She also loved to bake. Canning and making
kapusta with friends.

Then came her grandchildren whose company
she really enjoyed and always looked forward to
being with them.

Now she is with the rest of her family from Dykiw.

Biunas Mam atb! (Family)

MnaBa YIKL: «Pik, wo
MUHae, CTaB nepenom-
HWUM NOYaTKOM TPETLOro
TcaAYonitTA. Jlackaso

NPOCUMO B HOBUH CBIT»

fAk 3ayBaxmB paHiwe Mana
®paHuUUCK, TaKOro CBITY, AKWIA
OyB A0 naHpaemii, Bke He ic-
Hye. | Tenep came Ha Hac ne-
XWTb BiAnoBiaanbHicTb byay-
BaTM HOBY LMBiMi3aLjto, Ho-
BUA i Kpau.wm cBiT. [ly)xe BaXnmBo, Wob6 Mu cami ctanm
Kpawmmum. | yHiKanbHWiA WaHc Ans Lboro M1 MaEMo came
Tenep. JlackaBo NpocMMo B HOBWM CBIT.

Taky gymky BucnoBuB bnaxeHHiwwi Cesitocnas, y
nigcymkoBin nporpami «Bigkputa Llepksa» Ha «XXusomy
TenebayeHHi», fika Buiwna B ediip 16 rpyans. 3 Mnasoto
YIKLl nocninkyBanucs Bigomi ykpaiHCbKi XypHanicTu.

MipGnBatoum nigcymkm poky, wo MuHae, Mpeacrontens
Big3HaumB, wo 2020-1 6yB «koBiAHUM pokom». «Mu Gynu
3MyLUEHI HABYNTUCS LiAITH, KUTU, MOJIUTUCA, HABITb YUHM-
TV Aina Munocepas no-iHWomy, Hix e 6yno 3BU4aiHoy,
— CKa3aB BiH.

BnaxeHHiwun CBATOCNaB poO3NOBIB, WO KiNbka AHIB
TOMYy nouyB LjkaBy Aymky. [ig yac nekuii npo ek3ucreH-
uianiam XX cronitta oauH i3 dinocodis, Konu rosopms
npo Giorpadii BigomMux inocodis LbOro HanpsAMKy, Aik-
WOB BMCHOBKY, W0 XX CTONITTS po3novyanocs «3 rapma-
Tamu lNepLoi cBiTOBOI BitHUY. TOGTO CTONITTA Novanoca
He kaneHgapHum 1900 pokom, a mogicto, fika noTpsAcna
BCe JIACTBO.

«Cnyxatoum e, A cebe 3anuTaB: a KOJIM Po3noyanocs
TpeTe TMCAYONITTA? [agalo, TYT MOXHA NPOBECTU NEBHI
aHanorii. Ha moto gymky, came 2020-11 € MapKkepoM HOBOTO
nepioay ictopii noacTBa, konu BiABYyNMcA fKiCb TEKTO-
HiYHi 3MiHu. Lia naHpemis 3a4enuna Bcix MelLKaHLiB 3eM-
HOi Kyni Bnepwe B HOBOMY 4aci. BoHa ckoHUeHTpyBana
Ha cobi yBary BCbOro NOACTBa, BiAOYNUCs NeBHi TEKTO-
HiYHi 3pyLIeHHs B UMBINi3aLii cy4yacHoro cBiTy».

3a iioro crnoBamm, KONM MU CIlyXaeMo Npo NaHAeMito,
KOHLIEHTPYEMO CBOI0 yBary 34e6inbworo Ha MeanYHuX,
enigeMionoriyHux acnekrax, npoTe BXxe 6auMmo, WO € i
Cepiio3Hi couianbHO-eKOHOMIYHI Hacnigku. «Yxe rosop-
ATb NPO Hebe3neky peuecii CBITOBOI €KOHOMiKU, MOXIH-
BO, We ripwy, HiX ekoHoMiyHa genpecisi novatky XX
cronitrsa... Mu Bxe 6a4yumo, WO BinOyBaTMMYThLCSA NEBHi
NoNiTUYHI 3MiHW... Magato, MU e He 3pO3yMinKU BMOBHI
BCiX HacnigkiB Tiei naHgemii...

OenapTtameHT iHdopmauii YIKL|

Mt. St. Helene in
W
e 2shington




CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,
so that you by his poverty might become rich.

(2 Cor 8:9)

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Beloved in Christ!

It is hard to believe how our life has changed from
the final carol of last year to the first “Boh Predvichnyj”
(God Pre-eternal) of this year's Christmas Eve.
Throughout 2020 we were, it would seem, transported
into a different world—a world of fear and uncertainty
before the unknown. Yet, in spite of the restrictions,
challenges, and human losses we endured due to the
coronavirus pandemic, together, as Church, in our
families, parishes, communities, and countries, we did
not cease to proclaim the good news of hope, love, and
joy. And so, this year on the occasion of Christ’s
Nativity, we are called in a special way to bear witness
before others to the “good news of great joy that will
be for all the people: for unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10-
11).

The mystery of Christmas is found in the joy of the
coming of the Son of God into a world, full of affliction,
pain, and suffering. He leaves heavenly glory in order
to enter into the human frailty of all times, cultures, and
people. Christ-God becomes not just a human being,
but a poor human being, a person who suffers from the
beginning of His earthly life. The Pre-eternal God
enters into human history and experiences human
hunger and cold, pain and sickness, adversity, and the
indifference of society.

A homeless newborn God—what a strange
contradiction, what wonder is this divine poverty! The
Almighty God becomes poor in order to enrich us. The
King of the Universe is placed “in a poor stable-cave,
in a manger on hay” (from the carol, Vozveselimsya vsi
razom nyni), in order to set a path for us to the heavenly
abode. Gazing at this mystery St. Gregory the
Theologian says: “The One who enriches became
poor; for he took on the poverty of my flesh, in order
that | may be enriched in His divinity” (Oratio 45, 9).
The Lord has come, the One who with His wounds
heals our wounds, our weakness, our affliction. And He
remains from generation to generation our Emmanuel,

which means “God is with us,” in our needs, pains, and
sufferings. The presence of the incarnate God in
human history and in our life is our constant and
endless joy, both on Nativity Day, and all the days of
our life.

In everyday life we sometimes use a word without
thinking about its origin or meaning. Language evolves
spontaneously and abruptly— we forget where the
word came from and fail to grasp its depth. This is the
case of the Ukrainian word ubohyj, which is used to
describe a poor person. However, when we examine
how this word is constructed, we understand that u-
Bohyj (in God) is a person through whom the Lord
comes to us, a person who is “in God,” that is, under
the special care of the Almighty.

Christ teaches us that the materially poor and the
poor in spirit, the humble, are happy, are blessed, for
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven (see Lk 6:20). Only God
is the last hope, support, and salvation for the poor.
Their fate is always in God's hands. And the Lord is
especially sensitive to how we treat His poor, that is,
the needy, downtrodden, homeless, hungry, lonely,
widows, and orphans. Those who disregard the poor
scorn their Creator. To wrong such persons is to
commit a sin that calls to heaven for vengeance!

This year, in fact, the Synod of Bishops of our
Church focused its attention on the face of poverty
today. | encourage you to heed the Synodal pastoral
letter, entitled “Only one thing will remain yours - that
which you have given to the poor!” and examine it in
the light of the star of Bethlehem, contemplating the
face of the newborn Savior. The Divine Child is present
in every destitute person who knocks on the door of
our heart, as Joseph knocked on the doors of the inns
in Bethlehem.

Then, the wise men from the East hurried to the town
of David, in order to bring gifts to the King of the ages,
who was born as a little child in a stable-cave—gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Today, the infant Jesus is
present in the sick, the frail, the homeless, and the
neglected, who wait for someone to help them, to bring
them gifts—the gold of a compassionate word, the
incense of brotherhood, and the myrrh of immediate
assistance, necessary for life. Those who stretch out
their hand to the poor become rich with God and
become partakers in the eternal goodness of the
Creator Himself.
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We are celebrating Christmas in the midst of a
worldwide situation of human anguish, brought on by
the coronavirus pandemic. We have not yet fully
grasped or understood all the consequences and faces
of this global misfortune. We do not know what
changes await us in the sphere of economic, social-
community, and church life... But we have already
understood that the virus is not interested, neither in
our place of residence, nor in our wealth or social
status. All of us are equally in danger of infection, and
a new threat of poverty hangs over all corners of the
globe. All of us in the same way need the kind of help
and strength that goes beyond human abilities and
power. For this reason, Christ’s Nativity is for us a ray
of hope and joy in the midst of today’s dark fear and
confusion, and each one of us must be open to God’s
grace, which pours out on us without ceasing, even in
the worst of times.

To celebrate Christmas in a time of pandemic is to
enlighten those who dwell in darkness, as the prophet
Isaiah foretold: “The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shined” (Isaiah 9:2).
If we are permitted to gather—with proper distancing,
of course—may our eyes shine with a joy that is visible
to all. Let us wear masks, when necessary, but let them
not silence our traditional carols. Let us celebrate as
we are able. Let us acclaim the birth of the Savior,
however possible, so that even in this pandemic we
might bear witness to the most important truth of
human history—that we are not alone or abandoned,
because “God is with us!”

Today let us bring to Bethlehem as our gift for the
newborn Savior our own poverty and the wounds of
humanity today, and let us ask Him for the richness of
Divine wisdom in order to overcome this disease, for
the fullness of divine strength in order to deal with its
effects on society, on the life and health of every
person. Above all, let us ask for the richness of His
love, which alone can restore this distressed world of
ours, and grant it hope, security, and joy. Solidarity
with and closeness to those in need, participation in
their pain and anxiety, rather than escape from the
suffering that hangs over us all today—this will grant
us the possibility to be merry and truly celebrate
Christmas this year. Therefore, let us hurry to the

creche where our Savior rests in a manger, and
together with the shepherds and wise men let us sing:

The pre-eternal God has been born!

Today he came from the heavens,

To save all his people,

And has comforted all!

Dear Brother and Sisters! In spite of our poverty and
frailty, today we are rich in the joy and love of our
newborn Savior. With Christ’s Nativity, | sincerely greet
you all: from Kyiv to London, from Buenos Aires to
Melbourne, from Winnipeg to Zelenyj Klyn—those who
are celebrating today in their family circle and those
who are keeping distance from their loved ones to
protect them from danger, those who are able to attend
church services for the Feast, and those who at home
join in community prayer through social media. |
especially greet all medical workers who, in spite of
real danger to themselves and their families, tirelessly
and with great sacrifice give of their time and talents
for the health of others. | embrace those who suffer
physical and spiritual wounds. | send a word of comfort
to those who this year lost family members and friends,
and for whom it is particularly painful to approach the
festive table this Christmas eve. | unite myself in prayer
with those who fearlessly stand on the frontlines and
defend our country and people, risking their lives not
only before the threat of the insidious sniper’s bullet,
but also before the microscopic virus-enemy that has
come upon us and inflicts on us added suffering and
distress. May the all-merciful Lord, who in His infinite
love has visited our poverty, fill the heart of each and
every one of us, Dear Brothers and Sisters, with His
peace, His grace and hope!

From the bottom of my heart, | wish all of you the
authentic joy of the children of God, a tasty kutia, a
cheerful celebration of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy,
peaceful, and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
T SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv

at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of
Christ, on the day of the all-praiseworthy Apostle
Andrew the First-called the 13th of December (30th of
November) in the 2020th Year of our Lord.



