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C Extraordinary and Wonderful Mystery 55— - 7 oo 2
E St. John Chrysostom in one of his Christmas

sermons extols the mystery of the Nativity of
Christ with these words: “l see an extraor-
B dinary and wonderful mystery: the shep-
herds fill my ears with sound, singing not a
. song of the desert but a heavenly hymn. The
angels sing, the archangels’ praise, the
R Cherubim implore, the Seraphim extol, and
all celebrate, seeing God on earth and man
in heaven, according to the love of God
p) toward man. Today, Bethlehem became
Heaven. Instead of stars it received the
singing angels, and instead of the sun it
contained the unspeakable Son of truth. Do
2 not ask how this can be, for whenever God
wills, the order of nature yields - that the
virgin gave birth to him, that | know, and that
God gave birth to him in time, that | believe,
1 but the manner of giving birth | learned to
3 reverence in silence. Is there anything that
could equal this Feast of Nativity?”

P

Christ Is Born! Glorify Him!

Ycim, mo cBATKYI0TH 32 I'pu-
ropisacskuM Ctuiem, baxaemo
Beceaux Cear PizaBa Xpucrosoro!
Xpucroc Pazxkaaersca! Caasite Horo!



GHURGH RULLETIN
Dec. 22 — PAIIR! - 22 I'pyans
IIEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM  Health of Dolores Baranyckyj
(0X o4cCYy)
Dec.22 S. of Fathers. - H. OtuiB
12:00 PM 3a lMapoxisH - For Parishioners
Monday Dec. 23 - lNoH., 23 'pyaHa
8:15AM o. Mapko i Katps ['ink (Irop l'inb)
Tuesday, Dec. 24 - NoH., 24 'pyaHs
9:30 AM CB.. Bacunis - St. Basil
10:00 PM Great Compline — Ben. lNoB.
11:00 PM Christmas Lit. — PiagBsaHa J1.

CHRISTMAS - PI130BO I'.H.l.X.
Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Cepepa, 25 'pyaHsa
12:00 PM +Metr. Joseph Shmondiuk

Synaxis of B.V.M. - Co6op NAM
Thu., December 26 — Yer., 26 MpyaHs
9:30 AM +John Colomon (Nadine Burkholder)

St. Stephen First M. - Cs. CtenaH
Friday, Dec. 27 - ['aTHuuA, 27 'pyAHA

9:00 AM [Ins BCix, WO NpaLolTb NPU LIEPKBi.
For all Church Volunteers. Thank you!

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
(ITixg Omikoro I1./1.M.)

[1OP’SLIOK CB. JIITYPITil

22 I'pynns — 26 H. no 3.C. /L.

10:00 p. +Muxaiisio Jloza (/Ip. Yasua)

29 I'pynus —H. IIpaoTuis

10:00 p. 3aMapoxisH - For Parishioners

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery
photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Please Support our Sponsors

PHONE 893-1025

o

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Eternal Light burns for
+Dmytro Kolotylo

Requ. by Wally & Olly Jagodzinski

Sat. Dec. 28- Cy6ora, 28 pyaHs
9:00 AM +Rita Nowadly (Good Family)
4:30 PM  +lrene Voychak

(KatepuHa lMetpoBuy)
Dec. 29 S. after Christmas - H. lo Pi3aBi
12:00 PM +Oleksa Kurlak (Joe Cisek)

Biune CgitJ10 B uects I1.JI.M
Toputs 3a +Mapiro [pexyask
IHo:xkepTBa: /losiopec bapanuubka

BIBLE MEETING
Will resume after Christmas.

Bibniini 3ycTpivi
npogoBxemo no Pi3pBi

Merry Christmas!

Beceaux Pizas’aunx Cat!
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Xpuctoc PaxpaeTtbcs! CnasiTe!
Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 8951404

Eﬁru Dehcatessen Sture

1550
Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

-.\ :’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

DNIPRO m JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UKrainiansOfBuffalo.com
Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.
Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

-

LA
-t

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy

(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

UkraiNnIAN YW YkpaiHCbKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ' OEJEPAJIbHA KPEAVTHA CTINTKA

www.rufcu.org 877-968-7828
Caitt 0o Csoeo no Casoe

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHECKING ACCOUNTS: [ NO minimum
balance 1 NO monthly service fees
[0 FREE Visa Debit Card ] FREE unlimited deposits
and withdrawals 1 FREE ATM CO-OP Network -
access 28,000 surcharge-free ATMs
[ Direct Deposit available
SAVINGS ACCOUNT:
[0 NO monthly service fees
[0 Higher rates on deposits ] Money Market
[0 6 month to 5 year terms on Certificates & IRA
VISA®:
[0 NO annual fee J Credit limits up to
$10,00001 APR as low as 9.75%
[0 FREE Travel & Auto Rental Insurance
LOANS:
[ Personal Loans[1 New & Used Vehicles
[0 Overdraft Lines of Credit
[ Recreational Vehicles
[0 Business Vehicles & Equipment
MORTGAGES:
0 Fixed & Adjustable Rates[1 5-30 year terms
[ Fast approval [ Business Mortgages
CONVENIENCE SERVICES:
[J Online Applications for Mortgages & Loans
(] Online Banking & Bill Pay
[ CO-OP ATM Network®[] Phone Banking
[J Wire Transfers[] Direct Deposit

Other services: UFCU Scholarships,
Member magazine, wire transfers.
Membership requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.
Equal Housing Lender.

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

ph: (716)847-6655 fax: (716)847-6988
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Wed.,
10:00 am - 2:00 pm; Fri., 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”

IMO Angelina Pasieka
Chrystyna Brown - $20.00

IMO Maria Grekulak
Anna Holowaty - $20.00
Wasylyna Ostaszuk - $20.00
Leon & Roman Kuzminskyj - $50.00
Michalow Family - $20.00
Rose Serediuk - $20.00
Maria Plotycia - $25.00
Mr. & Mrs Peter Mychalenko - $25.00
Fred & Nadia Marc - $25.00
Dolores Baranyckyj - $20.00

As part of the new
Church Directory,
which will be pub-
lished early next
year, we are adding
“Memorial Pages”
to the book. You
can submit a pic-
ture, (pictures) of
your loved ones for
a cost of $20.00 a
picture. You can
put the picture and check payable to St.
Nicholas in an envelope and put it in the
collection basket or drop it off at the
rectory. If you have any questions,
contact Elaine at the parish office
Monday or Thursday from 9:00-1:00.

2014 Envelopes
2014 Church Envelopes are ready for
pick up in the back of the church, on the
right side as you enter the church.. Please
remember: the cost per box is $5.00. If you
did not receive a box of envelopes and

would like to use the envelopes during the
upcoming vear, please notify the Parish Office,
(Father Marijan or Elaine) we have extra
envelopes.

Also: if you are celebrating Christmas on
the Gregorian (New) Calendar, the
CHRISTMAS ENVELOPE IS FOUND
AT THE END OF THE BOX. Please use
2013’s envelope for CHRISTMAS 2013.
There were two Christmas envelops in the
box, one at the beginning and one at the
end, just in case you celebrate both
calendars. If you are celebrating
Christmas on the Julian (Old) Calendar,
please use the CHRISTMAS 2014 found
at the beginning of your new 2014 box
of envelopes. We ordered the church
envelopes from a new company. They are
in two boxes instead one one, make sure
you take the two boxes. PLEASE DO
NOT USE YOUR NEW BOX OF
ENVELOPES UNTIL JANUARY 1,
2014.We ask this because in most cases
the number you had in 2013 is not the
same as the number you have in 2014, and
this may cause your donation to be entered
incorrectly into the computer since most
parishioners do not put names on their
envelopes.

HPOCHUMO B34ATHU KOBEPTH!!!



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

YBAT'A! YBAT'A!

IMancTBo Ouecs i JIrvo6a Yepeni
3arocTATh 10 HAC y cy0oTy i Healito,
28129 I'pynns. Y Hux MokHa Oyne
3aKYNUTH KHUKKH, BUIIMBKH,
KAPTOYKH i T. I
YacTuHa 3 npoaay
nige 10 HALIOI HEePKBH.
IIpocumo 3aiiT no cB. Jlityprisx i
OIJIAHYTH TA 3aKYNIMTH 1e,

o Bam O6yne nogodaTucs!

* * %

Attention!!!

Oles & Lubov Cheren (dba Gerdan
Ukrainian Merchandise), 31
Sherman Place, Clifton, NJ 07011-
1407 Tel. 973-246-4827) are visiting
our parish next Saturday and
Sunday December 28/29 with a large
selection of UKRAINIAN BOOKS,
both in Ukrainian and in English,
including religious, academic,
history, literature, arts and crafts,
dictionaries, and children’s. MAPS,
GREETING CARDS, C-Ds, D-V-Ds,
JEWELERY, imported from
Ukraine, EMBROIDERY, SCARFS,
and much more also are available.
These are displayed in the church
hall. A percentagw of the proceeds
will be donated to our parish.

We encourage our members and
guests to take adventage of this
extraordinary opportunity.

BITAEMO YCIX!!!

Bitaemo 10 Hamoi i Bamoi LlepkBu
CB. Otus Hamoro Mukoaas. /IBepi
3aB:kaM Bigkpuri. ['ocnogniii aim €
HamuM aJomMoM. Xai I'ocmoap 0J1aro-
CJIOBHUTH Yycix!

IHoapyxxs i camiTHI ocoOu moHaj
18 pokiB MOKyTh 3apericTpyBaTucs.

SIko Bu He 0azkaere BJKMBATH CHC-
TeMy KOBepT, OyAb J1acKa JaiiTH HamM
Baui agpecH i TejegoHu, OO0 MOrTH 3
BAMHU CKOHTAKTYBATHCSH N0 NOTPeOi.
Bami 7aTku NpocuMoO BJIOKUTH Yy
KOBepTy i HanncaTtu Bame im’s, 60 B
nporuBHoMy Bami no:xkepreu 0yayThb
AHOHIMHHMH.

Very Important! [lyxe BaxHe!

If you plan to schedule an event in
St. Nicholas Church Hall, talk to the
Pastor first and then contact Mrs.
Anna Melnyk before putting your
event on the calendar!

Koun niisinyere naty Bamoro
BiHYAHHS YM XPeLEHHA TO MPOCHUMO
NMOrOBOPUTH 3 MAPOXOM, 1100 MOTIM He
0yJi0 Henopo3yminus. Moxke cTaTucs,
1110 B Leii 1eHb 0ye HeMOKJIYyBO Bijl-
O0yTH 3alUITHOBaHe

If you are planning a Baptism or
Wedding, please contact Pastor about
the date before making other arrange-

ments.
U Rov. Hangjon Drgh

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
e We need help in the kitchen. Thank you!

® There is an exhibit downstairs”To the Light of
Resurrection through the thorns of catacombs”

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %P@S’

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops

anyway, why not help. You do not lose or

gain anything by doing this, but our Church

will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of

your spending. To take advantage of this

program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* kK

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawortscst Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHKOAALA

(TITA OMIKOK MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Cyo0ora - Saturday

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJi XBOpUMM
Family members should call the Rectory

Poauna nopuHHA IIOBiIlOMHTH CBAIICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Buffalo, New York Lesia URrainkg Branch
is pleased to announce their annual

e URrainian American Youth Association o ‘\ 7,
The Ukgainian American Youth A f i\\\\‘\) {-,4 4
W

Ukrainian New Year’s Dance

MALANKA 2014
Saturday, January 18, 2014

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”

562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204

Come one come all to a night of great
music, dancing, food ¥ friends!!
MUSIC provided by “‘SKOPA”
Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Zabava, Midnight
Buffet, ¥ Champagne toast
Or come just for the Zabava

Tickets sales from November 1, 2013
thru January 11, 2014

Dinner¥ Zabava $50 per person adults
DinnerY Zabava for students
(ages 13-18) $30

***Dinner tickets will be pre-sale only
NO dinner tickets will be available at the door!™™*

Zabava only $30 per person (no pre-sale necessary)

Cocktails: 6:30pm
Dinner 7:15pm
Zabava: 9:00pm
There will be a Midnight Bujffet & Midnight Toast

For More Information, Questions, Tickets &
Reservations

Nicole Grega (716) 903-4777 or
uRenikkie29@gmail.com
Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051

The Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior is a
Smoke-Free Environment
The New York State Liquor Control Authority Strictly
Prohibits
The Bringing in of Any Outside Alcoholic Beverages

OCEPE[IOK CYM im. JIECI
YKPAIHKW B Bodpano H.W.
BnawroBye

TPAOULINHY MATTAHKY 2014

fika BinbyaeTbCA
B cyb6oTty 18-ro ciuns 2014 p.

: B 3ansax

Ykpaincbkoro flomy "[Hinpo"

npw 562 [hxeHeci Byn.
Bodpano H.A.

Lupo 3anpowyemo YkpaiHCbKy rpomaay
micta bodpano i okonuub Ao y4yacTtu.

Mo TaHUiB NnpurpaBaTUMe OpKecTpa:
“CKOIA”

Binetn Ha Beuepto i 3abaBy Ha npopax
Bia 1 -ro nucronaga 2013 p. o 11 -ro ciyna
2014 p.
$50.00 gnsa popocnux
cryaenTiB (13-18)
binetu He npogaemo npu aBepax.

$30.00 ans

BineTu Tinbkn Ha 3a6aBy $30.00 npu ABepax

Kokreinb 6:30 B.
Beueps 7:158.
3abaBa 9:00 B.
3yCcTpi4y HOBOro POKY — LWamMnaHCbKWUA TOCT

[lo 3amoBneHHs 6ineTiB:

Hukon I'pera (716) 903-4777 -
ukenikkie29@gmail.com
lans Cepeptok (716) 316-1051

KYPUTU 3ABOPOHEHO B 3AnNI "AHIMPA"
KOMICIA KOHTPONA ANbKOMONIB & H.M.
3ABOPOHAE NMPUHOCUTH
BNACHI ANbKOrOfbHI HAMUTKK

HCTURUENC S QIR M EVA LI can love our Father, Whom we do not see. In giving

December 22,2013 A.D.
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Dear )

our gifts to one another we remember the Magi, who
came, and recognizing the King, opened their
treasure chests and presented Him with those gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Yes, we give gifts to
each other, but we really give them in His name and

(Your name right here, for your very own personal letter) ¢, Him.

Wow! First full day of winter and three days before
The Big Day! How are you doing today? | hope all is
well with you, you’re not stressed out with “all the
things | need to do,” and that you are truly praying
the season and enjoying these beautiful days of
anticipation and expectation.

Christmastime is like so much of the rest of our life,
isn’t it? We try so hard to do so many things which
often don’t amount to that old proverbial ‘hill of
beans, and we simply miss so much of the
important, beautiful and good parts. In Fr. Squiller’s
famous, and memorable words, “Boys, don’t miss
the forest because of the trees.” So if you’ve got
shopping to do, | hope you are doing it with
enjoyment and are looking forward to the glee, joy
and surprise that your gifts will bring to your loved
ones. If you are baking, | hope you are not worried if
this cake, or that bread, or those cookies will be good
enough. Of course they will! It is always good
enough, and more than good enough! If you are
cooking, | hope you are not making yourself overly
tired by cooking and preparing an excess of foods. |
hope in these days of preparation we all constantly
keep in mind what, or rather Whom it is for which we
are preparing.

| received a Christmas card today and down on the
bottom, underneath the address, hand-written by the
sender for all to read, was this beautiful note: “Jesus
is the reason for the season!” And that’s what all the
movement and hustle and bustle and shopping and
wrapping and baking and cooking is all about.

Our presents represent our Love for each other. As
we honor each other with the result of all those
months, days, or maybe only hours, of shopping we
are saying to each other nothing less than, “I love
you.” We love each other whom we see, so that we

We partake of the earthly delights of all the foods
of the season and remember the King who comes to
us and showers us with innumerable blessings and
gifts. Interesting, we give our gifts to Him and He
returns them to us in an abundance that we can’t
even imagine.

Yes, Jesus is the reason for the season. Whatever
we are doing during this beautiful, glorious and holy
time of the Church year we need to be sure we are
focused on why we are doing what we are doing. How
many of us indeed do “miss the forest because of the
trees. “

| know these days before, and immediately after
Christmas, can be very hard for some of us. There
are many, many people who simply can’t wait for this
holiday to be over. Here | am thinking of the true poor
and homeless. Those for whom Christmas is a
memory, rather than something good and wonderful
right here and right now. For them, Christmas Day
and Christmas time are just so many days of their
earthly struggle for survival.

| also think of our elderly “who are sitting on the
sleigh” and they too celebrate, if they celebrate at all,
the Christmases past. | think of the sick, who are in
hospital or are struggling with some recently
diagnosed disease. | am thinking of “the empty
chair.” Those homes where a loved one is no longer
there....perhaps reposed. And if that loved one has
reposed during this year and it is their “first
Christmas in heaven,” how difficult will be this time
for the family as they become aware of the “empty
chair.” Yes, it will be a different kind of Christmas.

| think of “the empty chair” of the soldier off to
some far away land, as he sacrifices for us that we
can be free and happy. | think of “the empty chair”
where the family member because of work, or their


mailto:ukenikkie29@gmail.com

own family, or distance won’'t be home for
Christmas this year. Mostly, | think of the
saddest “empty chair.” This chair is in the family
home, very empty, not because of age or
sickness or distance or duty, but because of a
sad break in the ties of the family where discord,
hurt and heartbreak have split everyone.

Yes, we know celebrating Christmas doesn’t
make the world or our families
perfect, but we all can and do

receive gifts and blessings from -1\\".

heaven. God so loved the
world that He sent His only
begotten Son for us. Our God
is with us! In those words the
Promise of the Father is
fulfilled. God did not and will
not ever abandon us.

As we pray and meditate on
this day of the birth of our Lordand ™.

God and Savior into the world, we can

clearly see that even the Holy Family would
experience great hardships, fears and dangers.
Look at them...hungry, tired, unsheltered;
rejected by the innkeepers; Joseph would have
his doubts and fears. This little family did not
leave or go away or abandon the Promise. No
they persevered, trusting in God and they said
their magnificent “YES!” and the power of the
Most High was upon them.

Yes, their lives remained a struggle, but what
they did have was peace. A peace, born in the
birth of that new born Babe of Bethlehem, our
Savior, our King, our God! Peace came over
them because of the hope and promise now
shining from the little God-baby. From this
hearing, and this hope, the whole world is now
comforted and hopeful. The hope coming from
that manger in Bethlehem showers peace on all
because now our lives are to be lived knowing
that our salvation has come. We will be saved!

No matter how we feel, whether very, very
good or very, very bad, let this Christmas be a

new day! Christ’s birth changed the world forever
that night in Bethlehem. Christ’s birth can change
our life and our world this day. Let Him wipe away
all your fears this day. Let us say our “Yes!” and
let us trust and believe in Him, Who is our God, the
Prince of Peace.

For those who are always with us, we pray that

these days of Christmas will take away our fears

and doubts, strengthen us in faith and

love and will tighten our family

bonds and cause us to grow

spiritually. May He bless you
with His peace!

For those whom we only see
on the special occasions of
Christmas and Pascha, we want
you to know that your place is

always there at the Father’s table
/9 in the Church. We rejoice
. exceedingly when you come home;

we grieve when you are away. Let us be
united in the great event of God coming to this
world. United in faith, we can now experience
God’s love and life more powerfully than ever
before. Whatever you need in your life can and will
be found only in Him. Only in Him will there be true
Peace. If you are away from the Church, come
back to Him. “Taste and see that the Lord is good!”
If you are seeking a Church, “Come and see.” If
you do not know the Lord, but you are feeling his
call, come to the Church. We pray that all will
come home for Christmas. We miss you, and want
you with us.

We have been to Bethlehem and know what God
can do for us. Glory to God in the Highest and on
earth peace, good will toward men! Indeed, may
our Holy Lady Theotokos keep us beneath the
shelter of her protection and may our Good and
Loving God-Eternal bless us with His Peace!

With Much Christmas Love,

(A

r. Ray

3 papia "Muaocepaunrt GamapaHun"

Y cepepy 3a lpuropisHcbkum Kansnpapem
oynemo ceatkyBatn PisgBo locnopga bora i
Cnaca Haworo Icyca Xpucta. KoxHoro poky
NiTYpriYyHo MW npuragyemo Moro npuxig y cBir,
CNOBHEHHSA baxaHb O6araTbox cepaeLib Ha OCHO-
Bi AaBHiX npopourts. bor cTBopuB noANUHY Ha
cBiit obpa3 i nogoby, ane nAUHa 3aTbMapeHa
Xagobow cnaeu Biginwna Big cBoro Teopus,
AYyMaou4y Wo CBOIMA BNIACHUMM CUITaMN 3MOXE
BOCArHyTU GaraTo Ginblue, Wo6 He TinbKu OyTH
auTuHoto boxoto, ane camum borom. Ynaswm 3i
CBOEI BNacHoi Boni, nig HamoBok boxoro npo-
TUBHMKa, TOTO WO CaM AaBHile ynas, He Oyna B
cuni cama nigHectucs. Tomy bor OTteupb y cBoOIK
He3barHeHin nbOBI Nocunae cBOro E4MHOPOA-
Horo CuMHa A0 Hac, iKMW HapomXyeTbCA Bif
Mpeuncroi fiBn Mapii. BiH ctaB ogHum 3 Hac,
Hawum GpaTom, Wob Mu cTanm ioro dGpatamum i
cecTpamu, Wo6 MW 3HOBY Oynu nigHeceHi Ao
rigHOCTU Ha3uBaTMCA CMHamMu i goykamu Bce-
BULIHLOTO.

HapopxyeTtbes [ocnoab B Manomy MicTeuky
Budneemi, y nevepi mix 3Bipatamu. He 6yno
micuA y 3ai3gi, obpe, WO X04 neyepy HaWLWN.
floBro cnacutens ou4ikyBanu, a KONWU BiH
NPUALLIOB HIXTO TOro He 3ayBaxwuB. [loBiganucs
NpPO HbOrO TiNbKK NacTupi, 60 iM aHrenu odaBK-
nu. flisnanucs myapedi, 60 im 3Bi3ga 3’aBunacs.
Tpu uapi npuHocaTb fapu: kaguno sk borosi, 60
HOBOHapoaXeHe AUTTA € CMHOM Boxum, mupo,
AK NMOMa3aHMKOBi, i 30N10TO fIK BonoAapesi,
TOMy, WO yce WOMY HanexuTbCcs. 3HaB Npo
Hboro Takox, lpoa ApoBigaBlMChb Big uapiB.
CesiTa poauHa ToMy Mycina ytikatu go €renry.

BepHyBwwuca Haszag Bupoctae Xpucroc y Ha-
3aperi, a notim matoumn 30 pokis BiH xpecTutca
Bin MoaHa y piui Moppaani. Onicna yepes Tpu
pOKM HaB4aB, momaraB, Yyyaa TBopMB. - Xoua

KOAHUX WKin BiH He nokiHumB, ane B Bboro yca
MyZApicTb. - Xo4a Hi4oro He MaB, Bce nociaae.
Yci niwnu npotn HLOro, oauH 3 yyHiB 0aa i3
Kapioty wnoro 3pagus, letpo 3artaiB, a iHLWi
anoctonu kpim Woana noposbiranucs konu 1o
Woro 3noBunK, i KON HaCMiXxanucs 3 HLOTO i Ha
XpecT npubunu Mix ABoMa po30biliHuKamu, a 3a
O4exXy Moro KuHynu xepeba. - | noxosanu noro
B YYXil rpo6HML;.
OTak cKiHYMnocsa XuTTa i 3gaBanocs, LWo Bxe
no BCbOMY, Lo XpUCTOC BifiNWOB y HEOYTTA.
MpoTMBHUKKM KOro paginu, ax Ao TPETOro AHS,
KONW BiH CBOEH BMACHOK CUIIOK BOCKpecC i3
MepTBHUX... | noro uapcTBy He Oyae KiHuA.
Hexai HoBoHapogkeHe [IUTTA, HAPOAUTLCA | B
cepusx KOXHOro i KOXHOI 3 Hac, WwWob i MM 3 HUM
npocnaBunucsi. HemoB Mypapeui npeHecim
HOBOHapPOMKEHOMY CBOI Aapu. 30510Ta MU He
MaEMo, aHi Mupa, aHi 3anawHoro Kagwuna, ane
MaEMoO CBOK roTtoBicTb nitTh Ao Hboro Ha
cnyx0y. Mossonbmo MNocnogesi, wWob BiH Hamu
nocnyxuscs. Hawi pyku Hexal cTaHyTb WOro
pykamu, skumu BiH Oyge pobutu pobpi gina,
Halli HOrM Hexal CTaHyTb MOro Horamu, BXWUBa-
HOUYM AKMX BiH NpUMHEce 4ONOMOrY TUM LLO Aarne-
Ko Big Hac i Big Hboro. Xan BiH Bcenutbcs B
Hawe cepue i NocTinHO Tam nepebyBac, i ntboB
MOro Hexan NOBCAKYACHO 3 Hac BUNPOMIHHKE.
MocTaBMo 1Oro Ha nepiue Micue, a NOTIM HaWwmMx
onuxHix. Cnig Ham nam'aTaTy, Wo BCe Wo 3po-
OMMO Hawmm GnunxHiIM, My Lie XpucToBi pobumo.
locnoab He noTpedye BiA Hac noaapyHkiB Ans
cebe, ane BiH pago ix npuimu, wob posgatu
noTpedyounm.

Baxaemo ycim Bam,
LLlacnuBux PisaBsiHux CeAT!
Xpuctoc Paxpaetbcs!



Budneemcbkun Boronb Mupy

B uepksi PizgBa Xpucrosoro y Budne-
EMi ropuTb NAMNOYKA, fIKA CBITUTHLCA
npoTArom AoBrux crtonitb. Le Bu-
tneemcbkuit BoroHb, cumson mu-
py, Tenna, 3roau, CNOKOH Ta Ito-
6oBw Ao nioaen i po ceity. Xpuc-
TUAHCBKI Hapoaw CBIiTY No yep3i
KepPTBYHTb ONUBY, W00 Leit BoroHb
He 3rac. LLle y XII cToniTTi oguH yyac-
HUK XpUCTOBUX NoxodiB npusi3 BoroHb
3 Budpneemy, sk gapyHoK Ansi CBOEi pOAUHM
i GNM3bKKX, IK CUMBON HanbinbLworo gobpa.

MowwupeHuss Bucneemcbkoro BorHwo 3a-

noyatkyBana 1986 poky aBCTpmcha Tene-

pagiokomnaHia ORF 3
micta JliHy. 13 camoro
noyatky ue 6yna no06-
podiiHa akuif, wWwob
nigrpumatu GigHux gi-
TeN i BCiX, XTO noTpe-
Oye ponomoru i yBaru
B nepeapisaBsHUNA
yac. Lo cnpaBy nepe-

Opanu aBCTpilCbKi CKaBTH. I.I.I,o poxy BOHU

netatb o Budneemy no BoroHb i B cneui-
ANbHIW NAMNagi nepeBo3ATb UOro NiTakom
Ao BigHs. 3BiaTam BoHM Be3yTb Budneem-
cbkun BoroHb Mupy noisgamu oo ckaBTiB B
cycigHix kpaiHax EBponu i nepegaloTb 1oro
3 pyK B pyKu, BCiM XTO YeKae CBiTNo Hapil nig
yac PisgBsa Xpucrosoro.

Ha Ykpaini Budpneemcokuit Borons Mupy
BXe MOHaA AEeCATb POKIB MOWMPIOOTL Yre-
Hu Mnacty. BoHn nepeBo3aTb BoroHb nois-
AOM, aBTaMu i poBepaMu B KOXHY yKpaiH-
CbKy obnactb, Ae € nnactoBa CTaHWLA.
MnactyHn Toai HecyTb BoroHb y uepkswm,
WKONKU, NiKapHi, AepXaBHi YCTaHOBU, Cu-

Bnaemo

3 PI3ﬂBOM Xpwcmsmmf
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poTUHUi, i cTapeui gomu. LLo6 koxHa nroguHa,
aocobnuBo Ti, wWo nepebyBaroTb AaneKo Big

cBOiX goMmiB nig vac PizaBa, mornu Biguy-
™ Tenno Budneemcbkoi 3ipkun. Ykpa-
iHCbKa rpomaga pago CnpuMUHsAna
ineto i cumeoniky Budpneemcbkoro
BorHto i octaHHiMKM pokamu ans ba-
raTbox BoroHb cTaB JONOBHEHHAM
nig Yac ceATKyBaHHA Pisgsa. Ioau
3ananwoTe Budneemcokum BorHem
cBiukm Ha CeATy Beuepio i TpaauuinHoO

36epiraloTh ioro B Lepksi o Mopaany. Mo-
TiM MOro MOXHa noracuTu.

2008 poky nixtap 3 Bupneemcbkum BorHem

way npmneﬂB no Hiwo Nopky. CkasTh 3 Bighs

nepeganu Woro amepukaH-
CbKMM CKaBTaMm, siKi noBe3-
nu BoroHb aBTOM 8o Min-
Hecotu. Mo goposi 3 JFK
neToBuLIA aBTO 3yNUHANO-
cA y MmicTax, ae € 3ibpaHHs
ckaBTiB i Budneemcbkuit
i}| Boronb Mupy posnoscio-

v nuBcA no AMepuui Ta H-
aBiTb nonaB go Mekciko. B Ton yac Takox
nnactyHu CLUA Bnepwe opepxanu Budne-
emcbkuit Boros Mupy.

4. rpyaHa 2013 Budneemcbkun Borovs Mu-
py 3HoB npunetiB Ao liBHouyHoi Amepuku |
AYTb CTapaHHs, Wwob BoroHb AiNwoB fo Kox-
Hoi nnacTtosoi ctaHuui i rpynu B CLLA i KaHa-
Ai. | Tak cborogHi npunwoB fo Hac Mpocumo
ponyyututecb Ao ceitna Budneemcbkoro
BorHio Mupy. lNnactyHu — yn He nnactyHu. Mu
X yci papiemo 3i Cgitna, wo Hapogunocs y
Budpneemi. Monimca 3a mup Ha Hawmx PigHux
3emnax. 3ragaviMo BCiX TUX, LLO BiACTOKKTb
npaBa HaLWoro HapoAy, Hapaxarunca Ha pisHi
HeOe3neku i Ha BeNMKyin xonoa,.

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

St. John Chrysostom in one of his Christmas
sermons extols the mystery of the Nativity of
Christ with these words: “I see an extraordinary
and wonderful mystery: the shepherds fill my ears
with sound, singing not a song of the desert but a
heavenly hymn. The angels sing, the archangels’

praise, the Cherubim implore, the Seraphim extol

and all celebrate, seeing God on
earth and man in heaven,
according to the love of God
toward man. Today, Bethlehem
became Heaven. Instead of
stars it received the singing
angels, and instead of the sun it
contained the unspeakable Son
of truth. Do not ask how this can
be, for whenever God wills, the
order of nature yields - that the
virgin gave birth to him, that |
know, and that God gave birth
to him in time, that | believe, but
the manner of giving birth | learned to reverence in
silence. Is there anything that could equal this
Feast of Nativity?”

The message of Christmas is not simply
addressed to humanity in general; it is addressed
to each person in particular. It reaches every soul
in a way that is unique and exceptional. Today, we
need to recognize the Nativity of Christ as a very
personal gift and receive this gift with faith and
thankfulness. “And lo, the star, which they saw in
the east, went before them, until it came and stood
over where the young child was.” The Magi
followed the light which was given to them
faithfully; and being obedient to this light they
were led to the Christ child. If we try to be faithful
to the full measure of light that God has given us
and bear witness to this light, the Lord will not fail
to lead us through all the concrete circumstances
of life, and whenever it is needed - right up to the

Child in whom we have placed all our hope. And
like the Magi, we offer our treasures and we offer
the little child the most precious things we have.
In spirit, we offer gold, the sign of Jesus’
sovereignty over all riches and all created things,
a sign also of our own detachment from earthly
goods. In spirit, we offer incense, the sign of
adoration, for Jesus is not only the king of the
universe - he is our Lord and
God. We offer in spirit, myrrh,
the spice with which we honor
in advance the death and
- resurrection of our Lord, and
“s through which our own
= incarnation through Jesus is
represented. Christmas marks
the miraculous awakening of
humanity into the Divine light,
and it all began with the child
whose birth we soon celebrate.
There is no greater miracle or
gift of love, but sometimes we
get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the
season that we lose sight of its real meaning
behind the greatest message ever told...

We all have a special story that we can share, but
the one we come together to celebrate every
Christmas is the greatest story ever told, the one
we remember every year in the second chapter of
the Gospel according to St. Luke. “And it was that
Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; with Mary his wife, being
great with child. And while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid
him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn. And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel



of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto
them, ‘Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men’. And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another, let us now
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us. And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger”.

The Lord Jesus humbled Himself, taking the
form of a child, becoming a servant in peasant
robes. Christ did not have to humble Himself,
there was nothing for Him to gain - except our
salvation - and sometimes we get too caught
up in the hustle and bustle of buying
Christmas gifts and decorating our homes and
trees, that we sometimes forget whose
birthday it really is and what the celebration of
Christmas is all about. This Christmas, | pray
that each of us feel the joy of knowing that
Christ is in our home, in our hearts, in the
family and friends that we love, and in the
simple things of life that mean so much to us.
We need to focus more on loving and serving
one another, because so often we are
forgetting how to see Christ in one another. As
we rejoice in the birth of our Lord and Savior,
let us always be mindful of what Christmas is
all about. Yes, Christmas is a time for friends

and families to reunite and be grateful for all that
they have. Christmas is a time for miracles, and
stories that capture our hearts. But Christmas
is also a time to remember the gift of salvation,
the good news which the infant Jesus has
brought to our lives, and to celebrate this gift
with one another.

Once upon a midnight clear, there was a
child's cry, a blazing star hung over a stable, and
wise men came with birthday gifts. We haven't
forgotten that night down the centuries. We
celebrate it with stars on Christmas trees, with
the sound of bells, and with gifts - but especially
with gifts. You give me a book, | give you a tie.
Grandma wanted an orange squeezer and
Grandpa can do with a new pipe. For we forget
nobody, adult or child. All the stockings are
filled, all that is, except one. And we have even
forgotten to hang it up; the stocking for the child
born in a manger. It's his birthday we are
celebrating. Don't let us ever forget that. Let us
ask ourselves what He would wish for most. And
then, let each put in his or her share: loving
kindness, warm hearts, and a stretched out
hand of tolerance. All the shinning gifts that
make peace on earth! Jesus is the reason for
this holy season, and let us never lose sight of
the gift that God has given us through the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. When the
song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the
sky is gone, when the wise men have journeyed
home, when the shepherds are back with their
flocks, the work of Christmas begins. To find
the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,
to visit the sick, to shelter the homeless, to
clothe the naked, to rebuild the nations, to
welcome Christ into the hearts of all our
brothers and sisters. As we continue our
journey on through the light of Christmas
morning, let us rejoice in the greatest message
ever told: Joy to the World, the Lord Has Come.

BUFFALO
UKRAINIAN
AMERICANS
gad IN SUPPORT
F'8Y OF UKRAINE
EUROMAIDAN

“We stand with you, Ukraine!”
PEACE BRIDGE

EUROMAIDAN
Solidarity with the Peaceful Protes-
ters in Ukraine for DEMOCRACY,
RULE OF LAW AND EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION

2-4 pm - Sunday, December 22, 2013

LOCATION: on the US side of the Peace Bridge in

Buffalo, NY in front of the Duty Free Building -

American side
PARKING: on Busti Av and Vermont St (walk over

to meeting area)
The PEACE BRIDGE AND ISKALO ELECTRIC TOWER

WILL LIGHT THE NIGHT SKY IN THE BLUE AND YELLOW

COLORS OF THE UKRAINIAN FLAG ON DECEMBER 22
MEDIA CONTACT: Dianna Derhak
Tel: 202-486-2161
Email: derhak.dianna@gmail.com

BUFFALO, NY - Western New York and Southern

Ontario Ukrainian Communities will hold a “We
Stand With You, Ukraine!” Peace Bridge
EuroMaidan on December 22, 2013 at 2 pm to
support and stand in international solidarity with
Ukraine’s peaceful demonstrators. Ukrainians in
Kyiv are enduring extreme cold, withstanding
violent attacks from Government Special Forces,
risking their lives while exercising their constituti-

onal rights of assembly and free speech to support

democratic values, their human rights and dignity.
They peacefully demonstrate against government

corruption and rampant abuse of power by officials.
According to protesters, European integration is a
step in the direction of rule of law. In response, the
Ukrainian Government is using the internal police
and tax authorities to intimidate protesters, univer-
sities, organizations and businesses that support
the demonstrations.
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Xpucroc Paxpgaetbca! Cnasite Woro!

Pro-European Union protests in Ukraine, known as
EUROMAIDAN began the night of November 21, 2013.
Ukrainian students started spontaneous demonstrations
in the capital of Kyiv when the Ukrainian Government,
responding to Russian pressure abruptly suspended
preparations for signing an Association Agreement with
the European Union. The Kremlin is against Ukraine’s
European aspirations and seeks political and economic
association with Ukraine.

On November 30, 2013 at 4 am, Berkut Special Forces
stormed demonstrators and beat them with clubs
resulting in serious head injuries and some arrests.
Public outrage at the Government sponsored violence
exponentially increased the numbers of protesters.
Despite freezing temperatures, crowds grew to 1.5
million by December 1 and protestors demanded the
resignation of President Yanukovych, Prime Minister
Azarov, Cabinet of Ministers and a called for new
elections. Demonstrations continued over the next week
with crowds reaching 2.4 million. Independent media
agencies and opposition political party offices were
raided by police.

In the dark of night, on December 11, 2013, Berkut
Special Forces marshalled a massive attack with thous-
ands of riot police in black helmets and metal shields
storming the barricades constructed by the demonstrat-
ors. Calls for help from the stage, through live television/
video feeds, social media and by cell phone went out
immediately. The church bells of St. Michaels started
ringing nonstop to warn of attack and call for mobilization.
In a matter of hours the crowd swelled from a few
hundred to tens of thousands and withstood the attack.



Oteub i MnaBa YkpaiHcbkoi peko-Kato-
nuubkoi LiepkBu bnaxeHHiwun CeAtocnas
B echipi «<Exa MockBu» 3acnokoiB pocisiH, fKi
HenpaBWUNbHO NOiH()OPMOBaHi LWOAO TOro,
wo BinOyBaeTbcsi B YKpaiHi Ha €Bpoman-
AaHi.

«X04y BCIX 3aCMOKOITW 1 NOASAKYBATH BCIM, XTO
crocrepirae 3a nofismMu B YKpaiHi B HaLwii apy-
XHin KkpaiHi Pocii. YkpaiHa nepexusae nepiog
couianbHoi TpaHcdopmalii. Lie He 6oxesinns,
a MaHidpecTauis rpomMagsHCbLKOro CycninbCcTea
Ykpainn», — Haronocus lNpeactostens YKL,
BiANOBIAAYM HA 3aNUTaHHS, WO BinbyBaETHCS
3apa3 B YkpaiHi, 60 B Pocii nogii B YkpaiHi Tpak-
TYHOTb MO-Pi3HOMY, HaBITb FOBOPSATH NPO «KOMEK-
TBHEe GOXeBiNns yKpaiHCbKOro Hapogy, SKuiA
BMpILLKB NiTh Big Pocii».

Ha 1oro gymky, Le cycninsCTBO € YUMCb HO-
BUM [N MOCTPagsHCLKOro npocTopy, are,
BBaxae bnaxeHHiwmn CesaTtocnas, came Le
CyCninbCTBO € ManbyTHIM K YKpaiHu, TaK i iH-
LMX KpaiH KonuwHboro PaasHeskoro Cokosy.

Ha gymky nasm Liepksw, YkpaiHa He pobuTb
3apa3 aKoroch Bibopy, BoHa 3pobuna ioro Lie
noHag 20 pokis TOMy, yTBEPAMBLUK CBOE DaxaH-
HS XKUTW B [E€MOKPATUYHIA Ta BiNbHIN KpaiHi.

«Tinbku Len Bnbip came 3apa3 HabyBae peanb-
HOrO CeHcy. Amxe Mano Matn rpoMafsHCbK
ceoboay, Tpeba ByTu BinbHOW NoauHOK. Mano
MaTW KOHCTUTYLiNHI NpaBa, Tpeba byaysath npa-
BOBE CyCninbCTBO. [aaato, came Le 3apas3 Bigdy-
BaeTbCs B YKpaiHi, i MW Ha3MBaeMO Le €BPO-
NENCbKUM  BEKTOPOM  PO3BUTKY  YKPAIHCHKOMO
cycninecTeay, — nosicHus [nasa Liepksw.

BiH Big3HaumB, WO monogi noau, ski Hapoau-
NNCS BXe B He3anexHin YkpaiHi, He MUCNATb CBO-
ro ManbyTHbOro 6e3 eBponemnceLKoro. | came eBpo-
nencbke BaxkaHHs TakMX MONOAMX YKPaiHLLB Cbo-
rogHi o6'egHye YkpaiHy.

Mpencrostens YKL, ceigomuia Toro, Wwo Ykpai-
Ha Mae CBOi xBOpobu, Haa sikuMM NOTPIOHO npa-
LtoBaTK, HaNpuKnag, Kopynujto, NopyLLEeHHS npaB
i cBobOA rpomaasiH, HeobrpyHTOBaHe 3acToCy-
BaHHS Cuu, sike M Baumnu uumn gHamu. «Lle
XBOPOOM HALWOro MOCTPagAHCHKOrO CycninbCT-
Ba», — BBAXAE apXuepen.

Ha 3anuTtaHHs, 9K MOXXHa BUMTY 3 el cuTyaLlil,
BiH BiANOBIB, L0 Ha 110ro nornsig, KOHKPETHOrO pe-
LenTy Hemae, ane KoY BUPILLEHHS npobnemu
NEXMTb Y NONITUYHIN NNOLLMHI.

«Jlrogn 3acnokoATbCA TiNbKM TOAI, KOnu
BMaga 4iTKO U OAQHO3HAYHO BKaXe BEKTOp
PO3BMUTKY HalLOi KpaiHu. FKLLO Lie BeKTOp OyAae
4iTKO 3afeKknapoBaHO fAK €BPONENCbKUM,
BRacHe, WO 1 3aBXAW NOBTOPKOE NPE3UAEHT i
npem’ep-MiHiCTp, ToAi, ragat, CycninbCTBO
3acnoKoiTbCA», — Haronocus [Nasa Liepksu.

Inmepe 'to BnaxeHHiwui Cessmocnae dasae
POcCilicbKO MOBOH.

Henapmamenm ingpopmauii YTKL
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Christmas Epistle of His Beatitude
To the Son, eternally and immaculately born of the Father,
Who—in the fullness of time—was born bodily, without seed,
from a Virgin, Let us cry out to Christ-God: Holy are You, O
Lord, Who fortified our strength!
(Canon of the Nativity).

Christ is born!

At the voice of the angel, calling to the shepherds
in the dark of night, let us now hasten to the poor
stable in Bethlehem. Here we see in the Blessed
Virgin Mary’s arms the Son of God, who came into
our world as a man. Together with them, let us
rejoice and marvel; let us sing and contemplate the
living and true God, who—born in a human body—
gives Himself into human hands as a small, gentle
and defenceless child.

Our Saviour’s Nativity reveals the depths of Divine
life as well as the truth about man. He—who today
appears in human flesh—existed before the creation
of the world, for—as God before all ages—He is
eternally and immaculately born of the Father as a
son! This is the ineffable and incomprehensible
mystery of Jesus Christ's divine sonship which today
is revealed and preached to all mankind. This feast
makes the divine sonship accessible for all through
the proclamation that God the Father loves us as his
sons and daughters. In His new-born Son, we
experience today our nearness to God. We
experience the same warm, powerful, real and life-
giving intimacy which is the Father’s intimate
affection for His first-born.

Gazing into the faces of the Divine Child and His
Mother Mary, let us grasp the truth the Nativity
teaches us about our humanity and of His humanity,
which is a sign of God’s presence: “And this will be
a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:12).
This child—the God of Israel, Who—in the
fullness of time—was born bodily from a Virgin
without seed. He bestows upon Joseph the

Betrothed, the wonderful role of guardian. At the
Nativity of Christ, we receive the Eternal God in our
own form. For people rightly desire to be cared for
and here in Bethlehem, God himself—as a child—is
the one caring for the human family!

Humaneness—as a sense of and respect for the
sanctity of human life—is a moving and saving path
along which—on this mysterious night—the Son of
God, the Son of Mary, comes to our homes, to our
families, to our nation. And this divine-humanity—
the God-Manhood of Incarnate Son of God—gives
us a Christmas path to follow in order to love God
and neighbour. By celebrating Christmas with
travellers and the homeless, or in solidarity with
those who are despised and whose dignity is denied,
we, Christians, as true guardians and evangelists of
God’s presence among us, make our world, our
society more humane and dignified for man himself.

The birth of the Son of God, the Eternal Word of
the Father, reveals along with the greatness and
glory of our God, the Creator and Saviour, the
greatness and glory of man as the crown of all
creation. In His Incarnation, God reveals the special
dignity of man, because He is incarnated in it—that
is to say, in his own image. St. Irenaeus of Lyon
says: “When the Word was made flesh... He Himself
became what His image was... making man like the
invisible Father through the visible Word” (Adv.
Haer., 5, 16, 2).

Glorifying the dignity of the human person, Christ's
Church today sings out: “Let us cry out to Christ-
God: Holy are You, O Lord, Who fortified our
strength!” Just as the coming to earth of the Son of
God through the Incarnation became the centre of
world history, similarly the dignity of the human
person is the foundation for a true and indeed
humane society. The Church teaches that social
institutions and their leaders must respect each
human person and their prime duty is to promote the
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holistic growth of each person. The person can
never be a means for the realization of
economic, social or political agendas imposed
by secular authorities. Rather governments
must be vigilant when placing restrictions on
freedoms or burdens on a person’s private life
to never harm human dignity (Compendium of
the Social Doctrine of the Church, § 131-133).

There is no future for a society in which man
is demeaned. The dignity of the human person
is the source for just laws and equitable social
order. Forin the human person the temporal and
eternal, the divine and human, are united.
Humanity is the door to eternity opened on
Christmas Day by the Son of God’s humanity.
So celebrating the Nativity means to keep open
the doors of our hearts to human dignity,
especially of the weak and defenceless, as was
the Divine Child Himself in the arms of the Virgin
Mary.

Today once again Ukrainian society is striving
to build its future on the foundation of the
Christian faith. The new-born Saviour is the
fulfilment of the hopes of all mankind for the
coming of God’s kingdom—a kingdom of justice,
peace and goodness. The birth of the eternal
King of Peace was announced by the angel,
when he said to the shepherds: “Be not afraid;
for behold, | bring you good news of great joy
which will come to all people; for to you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour” (Lk 2:10-
11). This historic moment is important to us, for
the word of the Evangelist proclaims that Christ
Himself is the source of our joy and the end of
our fears! In the Nativity of Christ, may our
anxiety be transformed into hope, may
confusion and uncertainty be directed along the
path that leads to the place of our Lord’s birth.
On this Christmas Day, when, according to the

apostle Paul, the power of God was made
manifestin human weakness (cf. Il Cor. 12:9), our
sense of powerlessness is turned into a
realization of our self-worth. Through the action of
the Holy Spirit, this realization of our self-worth
becomes a force that will enable us to build a
society worthy of man. That is why today we
glorify the power of the divine-humanity, singing:
“Holy are You, O Lord, Who fortified our strength!”

Dearly beloved in Christ! On this joyous feast
day of Christ's Nativity, | wish all of you my
sincerest greetings. | wish for you goodness and
peace, harmony and health. | desire to knock on
the door of every Ukrainian family! With the sound
of ancient carols, | wish to cheer every Ukrainian
heart! Announcing the great joy of our Saviour’s
birth, | want to gather around Bethlehem'’s stable
all of our church—both in Ukraine and abroad—
into one community of God!

Today let us feel like one Christian family in
which our Saviour is born. Along the path of
humanity and Christian solidarity, we can touch all
who defend their own dignity, the dignity of their
family and their nation! Let us share our
Christmas joy with those who are far from home,
in hospital beds or prison bunks. Together, guided
by the light of the star, let us make haste towards
our neighbours in order to see in the flesh—the
Invisible One; in His poverty—the Source of all
goodness; in His weakness—the Almighty, as the
new-born Christ-God in the embrace of the
Theotokos.

Christ is born!

Let us glorify Him!

T SVIATOSLAV

YKPATHCBKA TPOMAJIA
NIATPUMY€E YKPAIHCBKUI
€BPOMAWJIAH
«Mmu 3 T00010, YKpaiHo !»

€BPOMAWJIAH HA
«MOCTI MUPY»
Peace Bridge EuroMaidan

ConigapHicTb 3 MUPHUMM
MPOTECTYHOUMMU B YKpaiHi
3a ;eMOKparTito, nNpasa 3aKoHy |
€BPOMENCLKY iHTerpauito
14:00 -- 16:00 B L}0 Hepino 22 rpyaHs.
Micue: no ctopoHi CLLUA «MocTty Mupy», Wwo
Ha rpanuni CIIIA i Kanaau B bodano,
nepes 6yAVHKOM BiNIbHOTO MUTa -- M0
amepUKaHCLKI CTOPOHI.
MapKyBaTn MOXXHa Ha Byn. Busti 6ins
Vermont (NpoxoAbTe A0 Micus 3ycTpiui)
«Micm Mupy» i «Enexmpuuna Beorca
Ickano» 6 oenw 22 2pyons 6yoyme
0ceiueni CUHIM i HCOBMUM CEIMIOM —
KO1bOpamu yKpaincbKo2o npanopy

Mepgia KoHTakT — [liaHHa [eprak
Ten. 202--486--2161
En. Mowra: derhak.dianna@gmail.com

Boano, HI — YkpaiHcbki rpomaam 3a-
xigHoro Hio Mopky i MisgeHHoro OHTapio
BNaWToBYOTb Maiidan «Mocma Mupy» 22
rpyaHsa 2013 p. Mig Knmyem: «Mu cToimMo 3
Tobor, Ykpaino», 06 nigTpumaty B
MDKHapOAHIn conigapHOCTi MUPHUX
NPOTECTYHUNX B YKPaiHi.

YKpaiHui B KUEBI BUTPUMYIOTb KpaiHili
X004, 1 XXOPCTKi aTakun depxxaBHux Cnew-

BIAAINIB PU3NKYKOUMN CBOIM XXUTTAM, BUKO-
HYHOUM CBOT KOHCTUTYLiViHI NpaBa 360piB i
BIIbHOIO C/0Ba, LWO6 nigTpUMaT JemMokpa-
TWUYHI BapTOCTI, CBOI rymMaHiTapHi npasa i
rgHICTb. BOHM CMOKIAHO AEMOHCTPYHOTb
npoTH YpPALOBOT KOPYMNLIT | CBaBIIbHUX 3/10-
BXXMBaHb YpAL0BLiB. BOHM NepekoHaH, Lo
€BpoiHTerpauis € KpoKoM [0 Npas 3aKOHY. Y
BIAMOBIAb, YPAL YKpaiHn BXnBae BHYTPILLHI
NONILiAHI | NOAATKOBI YWHHUKM 3a15KYHOUN
TUX, LLO MPOTECTYIOTb, YHIBEPCUTETH |
opraHisauii Ta 6isHecu, SKi NigTPUMYIOTb
LEeMOHCTPYHOUMX.

MoJIHJIMCH Ha €BpoMailiiadi mijg yac
HITYPMY CHJIOBUKIB

YpaHui 11 rpyaHsa unexum MocTinHoro CuHogy
€nuckoniB YkpaiHcbkoi peko-KaTtonuubkoi
LepkBu: Bnaguka boraaH (O3topax), cekpetap
CuHopay, Bnaguka Ken (HoBakiBcbkuin), €napx
Hblo-BecTMiHCcTepcbKkui, Bnaguka Apocnas
(Mpwmpis), Enapx Cambipcbko-Aporoomuubkumn,
Ta Bnaguka Bopwuc (I'yassk), Enapx enapxii
CeaToro Bonogumupa 3 lNMapwuxa, - Bignpasunu
3i cueHn MangaHy Mone6eHb Jo BCix CBATUX
YKpaiHCLKOro Hapoay.
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