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GHURGH BULLETIN

December 23— m — 23 ['pyAHs
IIEPKORHHUHN BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church

Liepka Ceatoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

MNOP’ANOK CB. MTYPTIU

4:30 PM +Roman, Paranka & Slawko Mychajliw
(Michael, Michell Michalow)

23 December: S. Holy Fathers - H. OtuiB

23 I'pyaxa: 30 H. no 3icnanHi Ceatoro lyxa

10:00 p. +[p. Muxaino Jlo3a (OpyxuHa YnsHa)

30 'pyaHa: Hegina lMpaortuis

No Noon Liturgy

Christmas Eve - CesiT Beuip
Monday, December 24 'pyaHs, Moxeginok

9:30 AM St. Basil the Great — CB. Bacunis Ben.
Int. of Paul Verostko & lhor Husak
10:00 PM Great Compl. & Christmas Lit. (Greg.)
Ben. NoBeueps i Pizag. Mitypria

CHRISTMAS - PI31BO (Greg.)
Tuesday, December 25 NpyaHs, BisTopok

12:00 PM Christmas Liturgy
+Metropolitan Joseph Shmondiuk

Synaxis of Theotokos - Co6op b. (Greg.)
Wednesday, December 26 'pyaHsa, Cepena

9:30 AM +John & Mary Colomon
(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)

St. Stephen Protomartyr — Cs. CtenaH (Gr.)
Thursday, December 27 'pyaHs, YetBep

10:00 AM +CrenaH NanaH (poauHa) — 40 A. i Nax.

Friday, December 28 I'pyaHs, 'aTHUUA
4:30 PM +Jerry & Lorraine Szczublewski
(Jack Godzuk)

Saturday, December 29 pyaHs, CyboTa
2:00 PM +Richard Chutko (Danusia) — 10 years
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

30 December: S. After Christmas - H. no Pi3gBi

12:00 PM +Mary Beth Sukmann
(Marie Glenn)

Eternal Light Burns for
+Dmytro Kolotylo
Requ. By Jagodzinski Family

10:00 p. +AHppin akyH — +Andrij Diakun
(Michae Liskiewicz & Nancy Weigand)

Upcoming Events in the Parish Communit

December 30 - Plast Candle Light - Church Hall

January 13 - St. Nicholas Prosphora after 10 AM
Liturgy. Please take part!

Saturday, January 19th, 2019 - Ukrainian New
Year’s Dance Masquerade “MALANKA”
Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204

Saturday, January 26 2-4 PM St. Nicholas Anniver-
sary Meeting in Church Hall. Please attend!

February 24, St. Nicholas Annual Church Meeting
after 10 AM Liturgy

MnacToBa cTaHMUA xoue
BRawTyBaTi TpaguuinHy
M. CBiYeYKY 3 y4acTio
rpomapsaHbcTea 30-ro
rpyaHs 2018 p. no Cnyxo6i

Boxinl y LepkoBHin 3ani.

Biune Cgitno B yectb M.14.M.
loputb 3a boxe bnarocnoBeHHs
ANA YCiX XBOPUX i HEMIYHUX.

Christ is Born — Glorify Him!
Xpucroc Paxxkpaersca — Caasire!

Nick Hurmak

OWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian

MANACGLR
(716) 578-8185
112 DLLAWARE
TONAWANDA, H5
FAX: (716} 2601254

www.redstarautomotive.com

D NIPRO @ AHINPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

TYT
MICLE
JUISL
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HERE IS
A PLACE

~___FORYOURAD

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support

St. Nicholas UKkrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
S

3
N
Pietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaca

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:
Bologna » Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese + Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Mary Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd., == L m\ 2321 Millersport Hwy.

Cheektowag a, NY (In Airport Plaza) Ambherst (Getzille Plaza)
630

-0130 = 688-1495

A CALENDAR is hanging on the wall in the
Church vestibule listing parish and organi-
zation activities in the Ukrainian Community.
If your organization is planning a function, or
if you know of an upcoming event, please
include it on the calendar. In this way,
activities will not be scheduled on the same
day. ~ Thanks! ~

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OENEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

MEPCOHANbBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYT U
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

—> End of year donations: <
Marianne Chort & Tim Hogue - $5,000.00

N.N. from New Jersey - 3,000.00

Gene & Mary Romanyshyn - 2,500.00

Profit from St Nicholas Feast Day Dinner -
1,400.00

CeppaeyHa nogska Bam ycim, wo npavtoanu B
Liepk. KyxHi! Boxe bnarocnoseHHs Ha Bac!
Thank you all for working in the Church
Kitchen during very busy Christmas Season!
May the Lord Bless all of You!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Liepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:
Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* Kk

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi no cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayuHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
oH., s8ismopok, yemesep 3 sismopka o yemsep
Friday / M'amHuus Friday / M'amHuus
| 9:30 am - 7 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm]| |9am-1pm]|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

If you are out shopping and find Christmas
items dramatically reduced in price, please buy
them and we will store them, so we can have
them for a Christmas booth at the next Bazaar.

k%%

Konu 3akynoByeTe Ha Pi3aBo i nobauuty pevi 3
BEJIMKOK 3HVMXKKOI NPOCUMO MO MOXMUBOCTI
3aKynuT ix Ha Haw Bba3sap. Mu moxemo nepe-

TpUMaTK ix Ao Apyroro poky. fiskyemo!

Mpo GinbLe iHopmaLiii Wwo pieTban B
rpomagi, npocMmo BifBiAaTH BEO-CTOPIHKY.

http://lwww.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please pray for the vocation.

npOCVIMO MOJIUTUCA 3a NOKNNKAHHA.

Is the web-page to find More information
and events in our Ukrainian Community.

FOR RENT:

UPPER TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT ABOVE THE
UACC (NARODNIJ DIM) IN BLACKROCK. LIVING
ROOM, DINING ROOM, KITCHEN AND ONE BATH.
OFF STREET PARKING.
$400.00 PER MONTH, INCLUDES WATER.

NO PETS!

Call 716 844-8985 or 716 674-4916.

Ocepenok CYM im. Ieci Ykpainku B Bochano H./.
BnawToBye

MaCKapa,qHy ManaHky 2019
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B cyboty 19-ro ciuns 2019 p.

YKpa'I'HCbIZI/IPI KynbTypHuit LieHTp " AHinpo”
npu 562 MxeHeci Byn. bocdpano H.A.

LLmpo 3anpoLuyemo YkpaiHcbKy rpomaay
micta Bodbano i okonuupb o ydacTu.

[o TaHUiB npurpaBaTume opKecTpa:

ZapoyD

3 TopoHTo KaHaga

Koktennb  8:00-9:00 .
3abaea  9:00 B.
Byder 11:008.
3ycTpiy HOBOTO POKY — LUAMMAHCLKMIA TOCT

binetn Ha npogax
Big 1-ro nuctonapa 2018 p. go 14-ro rpyaxs 2018
$40.00 ana nopocnux/$75.00 i napu
$30.00 ans ctyneHTis (13-20)

Big 15-or rpyans 2018 p. go 19-or cisHa 2019 p.
$50.00 ans nopocnux/$90.00 Big napm
$30.00 ans ctyneHTis (13-20)

[o 3amoBneHHs GineTis:
Dnipro Bar, Ukrainian Federal Credit Union,
Euro-Deli, lans Cepegtok (716) 316-1051

MoxeTu 3HainTn Ha ®eitc-byk
KYPWTW 3ABOPOHEHO B 3AJ1l "OHITIPA"

KOMICIS! KOHTPONSA AJTbKOrONiB 8 H.A. 3ABOPOHSAE
MPUHOCUTW BNACHI ATTbKOTOMNbHI HATTUTKA


https://zapovid.bigcartel.com/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

nasa YKL npo nigcymku 2018 poky:
«Llew pik nokasas, Wo yKpaiHui
HaBYUNucA nepemaraTny
Omeyb i lnaea YkpaiHcbkoi [peko-Kamo-
nuybkoi Lepkeu bnaxeHHiwul Cesamocnae e
iHmepakmueHit npoepami «Xueoz2o Tb» nidbue
nidcymku 2018 poky, w0 MuHae.

Mpeactoatens Big3Hauus, wo y 2018 poui
YkpaiHcbka [lepxxaBa 3maranacs 3a Te, Wwob rigHo
00OpOHUTM CBOK He3anexHicTb. «I3 cymom
KOHCTaTylo, WO BigAanu CBOE XWTTA 3a Hawy
cBoboAy i HesanexHiCTb NOHap CTO HawwMx
conpariB i BOiHiB. BNM3bko BOCbLMUCOT 3a3Hanu
nopaHeHb», — cKka3aB bnaxeHHiwun CeaTocnas.

Apxuepei Harapas, wo 25 nucronaga Biaody-
nacs arpecis Pocicbkoi @eaepaii wWoao Hawmx
mopsikiB. «Mu cboroaHi ocobnueo BGOniBaEMoO
3a 40N HaLKX XJOoNLiB, AKi NOTPanunu B NOJOH.

Mwu 3aknukanu BipHUX i AYXOBEHCTBO A0 OKpeMoi

nocuneHoi MmonuTeu 3a Ykpainy. bo B gekotpux

obnacTtax YKpaiHu MU XKMBEMO Y BOEHHOMY CTaHi. |

Mpo ue Tpeba nam'aTatu», — Haronocus NaBa
LlepkBn.

BoaHouac bnaxeHHiwunin CeATOCNaB i3 Xanem
BiA3HauuB, WO yKpaiHui odvikyBanu OGinbw
CepMo3HUX KPOKiB Hallol gepxaBu i Bnagu B

OopoTbbi 3 kopynuieto. Mu Bitanu cTBopeHHs &

LUbOro aHTMKopynuiiHoro cyay. Ane, Ha Xanb,
CEpPUO3HMX 3pYlUeHb Y LbOMY HanpsiMKy He
BipOynocs.

«[lyxe apamatuyHolo, — BBaxae peacrontens
YIKL, — cTae cborogHi macoBa emirpauis nogen
3 YkpaiHu. Lle Tex ogHa 3 TemaTuK, Ha AKy Hawa
LlepkBa 3BepTac BenuKy yBary, po3ymitouu, fiK
HeNnpocTo TBOPUTK rigHi 0OCTaBUHU Ta YMOBM,
o6 noan MOrnKU NUIATUCA Y CBOIN KpaiHi i TyT
npauytoBaTh. Ane TakoX MW Hamaranucs
3pO3yMiTH, AIKUM YUHOM CYNPOBOMAXKYBATU HaLINX
nogen, 30KkpeMa Monoab, Y HOBUX KpaiHax, ae
BOHM NOYUHAIOTbL OCiAaTUY.

3aranom nasa LlepkBu ouiHMB nporpec y
AepxaBi Ha TPiNKY 3 nntocoM. «Xoua € Hagis. Lien
piKk nokasas, WO YKpaiHUi HaBYMnMUCA nepema-
rat. HaBuunucsa po3noyuMHaTu neBHi cnpaew i

| noBoAMTM iX 4O KiHUsA», — BBaxXae BnaxeHHiwmm
| CeaTtocnas.

BoaHouac lMpeactoatens 3ayBaxuB, WO Hawa
LiepkBa Lboro poky nepexuna gyxe oypxnueumn
po3BuToK. Mu nocsaTunu 6Garato Xxpamis y
LleHTpanbHiw, NisgeHHin, CxigHin Ykpaini. Binoby-
BaETbCA, 3a MUOro CrnoBamu, NO3UTUBHUN OMHa-
Mi3M MUPAHCBKOI aKTUBHOCTI B Hawin Liepksi.

NenaptameHT iHcbopmauii YTKL|

People are often unreasonable and self-centered

FORGIVE TH EM ANYWAY

If you are kind, people may

BE KIND ANYWAY

If you are honest, people may cheat you

BE HONEST ANYWAY

If you find happiness, people may be jealous

BE HAPPY ANYWAY

The good you do today may be forgotten

DO GOOD ANYWAY
Give the world your best and may never be encugh
GIVE YOUR BEST ANYWAY
for you see, in the end it is between

YOU AND GOD

It was never between you and them anyway

'/%fiiﬂ,‘ ﬁf&:’a

e KITCHEN is OPEN
e Thank you for your help and patronage!
e Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

Until we meet next Sunday...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money OT
for our Church op 5

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this
program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,
or call the rectory. Thank you and God
Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawrtscst Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonce". Kynywoun ix BU nmomaraere
unepksi. /st Bac He poOuTh pisHHLI YK BH
IVIATHJIM TPIllIMH Y¥ KAPTOYKOI0, ajle HepKBa
aicrane Bix ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepxsa
onepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTu ciix
3BepraTucs a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o 10 kan-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

Takox nmpuragyemMo, 10 i€ KapTo4KoIo
MO’KHA KyNyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OMTKOK MMPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

EIRSHETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
- http:/lwww.stnbuffalo.com

- http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBIEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: [onocutucs 6 MicAwiB ckoplue

Web Page:
Dioc. Web:

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday (check bulletin) - Cy6oTa

Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory

PoavHa noBMHHa NOBIAOMUTH CBSALLEHWUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

"maBa YIKL Bia3HauvMB HaMBaXnuBiLLi
nogaii YI'KL B 2018 poui
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3sinbHEHHs 3apyy4HuKie 3 nosmoHy 6olosukie
ma gizum IManu Pumcbk020 00 2peko-kamosnuuyb-
ko2o cobopy Cessmoi Cogpii 8 Pumi — ocb i dei
nodii, Ha Moo OyMKY, € Kno4yeM 00 PO3YMiHHS
mo2o Yacy, sikuii mu npoxunu y 2018 poui, ujo
MUHae.

Y croxeTi nporpamu xypHanictu «XXusoro Tb»
Haraganu, wo 2018 pik novaBca 3 4yAoBOI
HOBUHW - 3BiflbHEHHA 3 NONOHY 6OMOBMKIB
yKpaiHCbKMX 3apyyHukiB. | 12 ciuna BnaxeHHi-
wun CeaATocnaB 3ycTpiBcA 3i  3BiNIbHEHUM
peniricaHaBLeM Iropem Ko3noBCbKUM.

Y KueBi 3'aBunaca HoBa napaciis — xpam
Apxuctpartura Muxaina Ta ykpaiHCbKMX HOBOMY-
YeHMKiB Ha Bynuui MepoiB HebGecHOI COTHi.

Mana Pumcbkuii BiABigaB npokateapanbHUiA
cobop Cesartoi Codii B Pumi, ge 3yctpisca 3
YKpaiHCbKUMM BipHUMM.

Y ntoToMy ypouncTO 3aBepLUEHO HOBINEeWHNIA pik
BlIaHYBaHHA 125-piyysi 3 [OHA HapOMXKEHHS
natpiapxa Mocudra Cninoro.

Y kBiTHi B ceni CtapyHs, wo Ha IBaHo-®paHkiB-
WMHI, Bia3HaumMnu 125-pivys Big AHA HAPOMAXKEHHSA
cBsilleHHOMy4YeHuKa CumeoHa Jlykaya i Bigkpunu
My3en nigninns YIKL,.

Y CnaByTuui ocBYE€HO HOBMIA XpaM, 3BeAEeHUN
Ha 4ecTb ikoHn Boxoi Marepi HeycraHHOI
Momovi.

Y Kuesi Bigbynacsa wmixkoHdpeciiHa XpecHa
xofa. XpUCTMSIHM Pi3HMX KOHdecin 06’eaHanucs
ANA CNiNbHOI MONUTBYM 32 MU B YKpaiHi.

Y T1paBHi y paHuy3bkomy micti Cawnic
Bigbynocs TpaauuiiHe CBATKYBaHHA AHIB AHHM
flpocnaBHu — fOHLKK KHA3A Apocnasa Myaporo.

Y Kuesi npowna akuia «Hanuwm nucra
matepi». 3axig NpUCBAYEHUA MaTepsM, AKi
BTPaTUNM CBOIX CUHIB Y BilHi Ha Cxopai YkpaiHu.

Y cronuui YkpaiHu OCBATUAM NPUMILLEHHSA
Matpiapworo aagmiHicTpaTusHoro uentpy YIKL,.

Y yepBHi XpucTUAHCLKMIA pyx «Bipa i cBiTno»
Bif3HauuB cBoe 25-nitTa. Lle pyx cninbHoT, wo
06’egHye 0Cib 3 PO3yMOBOIO HEMOBHOMPABHICTHO,
iXHix 6aTbKiB Ta MONOAb NpUATENIB.

Y wmicti HOxHOyKpaiHCbKY OCBATUNU HOBWUM
Xpam Ycix cBATUX YKpaiHCbKOro Hapopay.

Y nunHi pyx «YkpaiHcbka monogb - XpUCTOBi»
BiACBATKYBaB CBOE 85-piyus.

Ha Bonogumupcbkin ripui npoiwnu ypouuc-
TocTi 3 Haroam 1030-piy. XpeweHHs Pyci-YkpaiHu.

Binbynacsa BceykpaiHcbka npola no 3apBaHu-
Ui, Ha AKy 3’'ixanuca npoyaHu 3 yciei YkpaiHu Ta
CBITY.

Cokanbcbko-)XOBKiBCbka €napxia oTpumana
€nuckona-nomiyHuka B ocobi Kup Metpa Nosw.

Y cepnHi B 3apBaHuLi ocBATUNN YKPaiHCbKUM
€pycanum.

Y BepecHi Binbysca CuHop €nuckonis YIKL, y
po6oTi AKOro B3ANM yyacTb 42 ENUCKONM 3 YyCbOro
CBITY.

EkonoriuHe 6topo YIKL BiasHauuno pecstky
piyHuUto cBoei AianbHocTi. A Lnutanb iMeHi
Anppes Llentuubkoro y JlbBoBi cBATKye 115-
PiYHULIIO 3aCHYBaHHS.

Y nucronapi B Kuesi nposenu TpeTin Bce-
YKpaiHCbKuniA 3’34 MupsAH «loknukaHHA Ao cBA-
TOCTi CbOrOAHI».

Y HauioHanbHomy 3anoBigHuky «Codis
KviBcbka» npe3eHTyBanu chakcuMinbHe BUAAHHSA
lanuubkoro €Banrenia 1144 poky.

Y rpyaHi B BproxoBuyax 6yno ocBsiYeHO Xpam
MpecesaToi Boropoauui.

P

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
T OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
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Most Reverend Archbishops and
Metropolitans, God-loving Bishops,
Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable
Monastics, Dearly Beloved Brothers

% M and Sisters, in Ukraine and through-
i » outtheworld

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:5)

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!

Today heaven and earth is filled with the light of joy
and peace. Angels and men, all creation welcomes
Christ the Saviour born in human flesh. All of us
together with the shepherds and wise men hasten to
the poor stable-cave to join Mary and Joseph in
venerating the incarnate God, who rests on hay in a
manger. We hasten to receive the love and peace that
the Lord brings into a world of hate and violence.

The Gospel narrative of the Nativity conveys to us
the Good News proclaimed by the angel: “And this will
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12).
In the Christmas carols and services of this mystical
night we hear of a mighty heavenly host praising God
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke
2:14). All of humanity, in awaiting the birth of the
Saviour, had hoped for the beginning of a new era in
human history—a new time when the Messiah as
Prince of Peace would restore harmony to human
relations, would abolish all forms of violence of men
against men; not as a victor in war, like his ancestor
David, but as the Son of God, conquering the very
reason for wars and hostility—human sin, that evil
which is the greatest disfigurement of paradisiacal
happiness.

Human beings are created by God for peace which
is a sign of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit
(see Galatians 5:22-23). In spite of our nature, fallen
through sin, human beings invariably seek this peace,
even though we may not always know how to achieve

it. For this very reason our Divine Liturgy, after calling
for the establishment and strengthening of the
blessed Kingdom of the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, immediately invites us to pray for peace
from on high for the entire world and the well-being of
God’s holy churches. Indeed, today’s feast proclaims
to us that Christ is the Prince of Peace and that the
might of God is revealed in peace.

When we hear the word “prince,” we immediately
think of a person who has authority and power. We
encounter many “princes,” good and bad, in various
spheres of human life: politics, employment, family,
and even church life. However, from the Gospel
perspective and in light of the example of Christ as
Prince of Peace, it becomes evident that divine
authority is expressed through service, and divine
power is found in the infinite and unconditional,
faithful, and sacrificial love of the Lord for His
creation.

A human being can live in peace and become a
servant of peace only when he or she receives the
Prince of Peace, newly-born today, into their hearts,
into their internal spiritual world, into their personal
and social life. Saint Paul writes in his epistle to the
Ephesians: “He is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14).
Therefore, the greatest expression of God’s universal
might, the manner in which the Prince of Peace
manifests His power and authority, is not in the
humiliation of others through injustice and violence,
but in serving others out of unconditional love for the
sake of peace!

At times in our daily lives it may seem to us that the
one who is powerful is the one who is able to humiliate
another. However, in reality such an expression of
power is violence. Therefore, standing before the
manger of the Prince of Peace, we begin to understand
that violence is always the argument of a weakling, of
one who wishes to appear powerful. It is the behaviour
of a coward, who simply fears the other, no matter how
weak.

Christ endured violence from the very moment of
His birth. King Herod, whom history calls great, in
reality was a little coward: he feared for his authority,
he perceived himself a failure in the face of God as a
powerless Child. In order the retain authority and the
riches entailed in it, he resorted to violence:
commanding the death of the little ones of Bethlehem,



the children of his own people! The peace of God, on
the other hand, is always mightier than human
violence, and that is why He is always victorious.

Only the powerless and weak in spirit adopt a
strategy of insidious attack, aggression, or blind
violence as a method of ensuring one’s authority,
being incapable of convincing or leading others any
other way. In contrast, human frailty, vested in Divine
power, often becomes the pledge of true victory and a
lasting peace. Let us recall what the Lord revealed to
the Apostle of the nations: “My power is made perfect
in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). The weakness of
God is mightier that the appearance of human power.
Herod was buried not long after the birth of our Lord
Jesus, while Christ, the Prince of Peace, is alive—
yesterday, today and forever! (see Hebrews 13:8).

Beloved in Christ! To celebrate Christmas is to be
filled with peace from heaven and to say “no” to
violence. Let us receive the newly-born Saviour as
Prince of Peace in our families and become, following
the example of St. Joseph and Mary the Theotokos,
bearers and custodians of peace. Let us avoid all
forms of violence—in word and deed—especially in
our family circle, in relations between husband and
wife or parents and children. Let us reject the culture
of death which allows for the killing of the innocent
unborn and, as we see in some countries of the world,
encourages the gravely ill or elderly to shorten their
life under the guise of a so-called “sweet death,”
which is nothing more than an offense against God
and a crime against the sanctity and inviolability of
human life.

Let our ancient Christmas carols resound in our
schools and educational institutions, safeguarding
our children from events of violence. In societies
where we live, let us not permit the presence of blind
physical or moral violence on the political
battleground. Representatives of political forces who
encourage violence and foment conflicts are in reality
spiritual weaklings, and they will never be capable of
serving the common good of our people. Wherever we
live, whether in Ukraine, which in the near future will
be electing a president and parliament, or in the
countries where our people have settled, let us
support those who aspire elected office not in order to
rule others, but in order to serve. Let us support those

who resist violence and seek to establish the peace of
God, a peace that is just and lasting.

Let us celebrate Christ's Nativity today and bring
forth the joy and peace that comes from heaven. Let
us conquer violence and fear, both in our personal
lives, and on all the fronts of this war, whose
consequences profoundly affect each and every one
of us. Let us counter foreign aggression, as do those
who defend our native land in Ukraine’s East, with the
sacrifice of our love, in active solidarity with the
victims of aggression. Let us be persistent in prayer,
calling for the peace of God upon our land, in our
families and hearts! May the words of the prophet
Isaiah be fulfilled for us: “Violence shall no more be
heard in your land, devastation or destruction within
your borders; you shall call your walls Salvation, and
your gates Praise” (Isaiah 60:18).

Beloved Brothers and Sisters! With this Christmas
letter | greet all of you who today, as domestic Church,
receive the new-born Christ into your families—parents
and children, the elderly and youth. | hasten to share the
good news of joy and peace with those, who labour
abroad—far away from their home and loved-ones. |
embrace those brothers and sisters who have been
forced to migrate, who miss their native lands, and all,
who today carry on their bodies and in their hearts the
wounds of war and violence.

With the Nativity of Christ, | especially greet our
soldiers, the defenders of peace and victors of war. My
thoughts and prayers go to the cold prisons, where our
prisoners of war and of conscience continue to suffer; to
the hospitals, where our wounded in battle for our nation
regain their health; to the homes, where Ukrainians
afflicted with grief mourn the loss of their loved-ones
because of the war. The Lord of peace is with us! May
the Christmas star shine upon us with its light, and in
every home the words of our carol-song resound clearly:

Anrenu cnisatoTb: (The Angels sing:)

«CnaBa» Bocknuuaotb, (Exclaiming “Glory!”)

Ha HeGecax i Ha 3emni (In heaven and on earth)

Mwup nponosigatoTb. (Proclaiming peace.)

| wish all of you the authentic joy that is given to the
children of God, a cheerful celebration of Christ’s
Nativity, and a happy, peaceful and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
T SVIATOSLAV

2020, and what'’s next? -
Head of the UGCC
to the coordinators of
the Vibrant Parish program
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On December 3, 2018, this year’s All-Church
meeting of the coordinators of the “Vibrant
Parish — a place to encounter the Living Christ”
started in Lviv, at the Patriarchal House. The
event involves eparchial coordinators who are
responsible for implementing the strategy of
the UGCC. The meeting lasted until Dec. 7.

On the whole, on the first day, four sessions
were held during which the monitoring of the
implementation of the program over the past
year was presented, especially with regard to
the main theme of 2018 - “Liturgy and Prayer”,
as well as issues related to the preparation for
the VII session of the Patriarchal Council in
2020.

In addition, time has been allocated to meet
new coordinators and help them get into the
program and understand their role in it.

“Today, we drew attention to what was done
earlier, that is, we drew up certain results of our
activities. We shared good practices and
interesting experiences,” said Fr. Dr. Andriy
Onuferko, Executive Secretary of the Working

Group on the implementation of the UGCC
Development Strategy for the period up to 2020.
According to him, if during this year the
UGCC pays special attention to the theme
“God’s Word and Catechization”, this does not
mean that we forget about other important
aspects of the life of the Church, such as
Liturgy and prayer or service to the neighbor.

It is worth noting that His Beatitude
Sviatoslav, the Father and the Head of the
UGCC, in his speech called upon those present
to meditate and discuss the topic “2020, and
what’s next?” He wanted to hear the opinion of
the coordinators regarding the formation of a
new strategy of our Church for a long time.

“I wish that together we could see not only
the past but also look into the future. We are
approaching 2019, which reminds me of the
events of 2009. Then, for the first time, our
Church began to think strategically, because
we are aware that we serve in different
countries, contexts. Obviously, our opportuni-
ties and resources are not too great, so we
really need a joint, coordinated pastoral plan at
the level of our whole Church,” said the Head of
the UGCC.

The Head of the UGCC asked not to forget
that the laity constituted 99% of our Church.
Many of them are already active in various parts
of the Church’s ministry. Therefore, they
should be attracted as much as possible, that
is, to constantly find various mechanisms in
order to “revive” the Church everywhere and at
all levels.

Department of Information of the UGCC

VIBRANT
PAKISH




Ceatuii Oteub Haw Mukonai Yypotsopeub 3aBiTaB
[0 HawwuxX piTen i nepeaaB nogapyHKK, K TO BiH
3BMYaNHO POOMTbL KOXXHOTO poKy. He 3a0yB BiH
i HaWMX NoBaXHoOro BiKy ocib. [laKkyemo!

Saint Nicholas was able to bring gifts to our Children
and our Seniors! Thank you all for being so good
this year! May the Lord bless you abundantly

with H




CesaTuii MuKoJ1ail TaK0K He 3a0yB NMOBaKHUX 0Ci0. /lyke 1aKyemo!
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