“God entered into our world not with the crushing
impact of unbearable glory, but in the way of weakness,
vulnerabifity and need.

On a wintry night in an obscure cave, the infant Jesus
was a humble, naked, helpless God who aflowed us to get close

to fum.”

Brennan Manning

Christ is bom! He is our hope for peace on earth.

Let us open ourselves to the Infant, so that He may
endow us with His choicest blessings! If we Keep Christ in our
fearts, Christmas fias no end.

1500l o5

+ Paul, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford
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* CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! * XPUCTOC POOMNBCA! CNABITE
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: Christ Is Born!

Glorify Him!

Merry Christmas
to all who celebrate
according to
Gregorian Calendar!

Peace in Ukraine!

XpucToc PaxpaaeTbes!
Cnagimo Woro!

Ycim, WwWo cBATKYOTH 3a
puropiftHcbkum Ctunem,
Baxaemo Becenux CesT
PizaBa Xpucrosoro!
Mup B YkpaiHi!
< Pi3pBo B YKpaiHi
© IpnHen KOpuyak, 2022

Nativity in Ukraine
© Irynej Yurchak, 2022

3a KpoB, 3a CNb0o3#, 3a pyiHy
BepHu Ham, boxe, YkpaiHy!
(Onbra bacapa0)
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

e T RISTMA ' 'PluBo

12:00 PM +Metr. Joseph Shmondiuk

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of Theotokos >
9:00 AM +John & Mary Colomon

(Allen & Nadine Burkholder)
Tuesday, Decem. 27 St. Stephen Protomartyr
9:00 AM For the living and deceased members

of the Moreno Family

Wednesday, December 28 rpyaHs, cepena
7:00 AM Private Intention
9:00 AM +lrene & Roman Voychak (Family)

Thursday, December 29 rpyaHs, yetBep

9:00 AM +lrop Kisyk (Iro6a)

Friday, December 30 rpyans, n’atHuus

9:00 AM +Michael Reinhard (Cathy Geary) - 40 d.

Saturday, December 31 rpygHs, cy6ota
9:00 AM +[mMuTpo InbKiBCHKMI (po.qMHa)

4:30 PM For Parishioners

NEW YEAR - HOBVIVI- PIK

January 1: St. Basil the Great — Cs. Bacunin B
12:00 PM For Peace in Ukraine — 3a mup B YkpaiHi

Eternal Light burns for
Long-lasting Peace in Ukraine
BiyHe Csitno MNoputhb 3a
[NosrooyikyBaHun Mup B YkpaiHi

Biune Cgitno B yectb Mp. fisn Mapii
oputhb 3a wacnusum 2023 pik.
Eternal Light honoring Holy Theotokos
Burns for prosperous 2023 year.

I'IOPFILIOK CB. J'IITYPFIM

1 ciyHga: H. OoTuiB

10:00 p. +Meuncnasa |Ane|<ca|-|nep aHVILI,I:KI
(AHHa FaHMubKa)

Salnt Stephen Protomartyr CB C'rea|-| I'IepBomyquMK

on high.

Thy nativity, O Christ our God, has
shown to the world the light of wis-
dom; for by it, those who worshiped
the stars were taught by a
adore Thee the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know Thee, the Orient from
----- O Lord, Glory to Thee!

star to

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

W Mathias

M Wexler Friedman LLp

Albany | Buffalo | Florida | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.
lippes.com

Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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oward
annan
Real Estate Services

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Ask me about
the 100% Money
Back Guarantee!

Lippes

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693
Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911

jennypfeiffer@nhowardhanna.com m
HowardHanna.com  imm

m

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

ez piiinainy] COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION ¢
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »

m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
& TIRES BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES *

: MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS *

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

PHONE 893-1025

FAX 2398 GENESEE ST,
822-1574  825-7428 827-8895 AskForTOM BUFFALO, N.Y, 14225
Proud to Support Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church Janine R. Klimeczko

Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

\\;’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206

(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com
Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca one block North of Clinton.

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of

New spacious location fresh and modern facility.

Onsite Chapel separate from large viewing rooms.

Lower level has a new café plus reception hall for
family use.

806 Clinton St.

897-2400

thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.
Buffalo, 14210 Cheektowaga, 14206

* CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! * XPUCTOC POOMNBCA! CNABITE

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

MA Ry I<Ay The Best Times to Reach Me

Call me any time!
I look forward to
hearing from you.

R AT

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY

I e

3498 Stevenson Court
Wheatfield NY 14120
(716) 628-7882

_uscheidle@verizon.net -
www.marykay.com/uscheidle

UkraINIAN Y. YkpPaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OENIEPATILHA KPEUTHA CTITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

MEPCOHATIBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYIU
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATA | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
I'POLLOBI NMEPEKA3W | ENIEKTPOHHI MOCNYrK:
[MOCNYIrN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAI|

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna ¢ Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage ¢ Smoked Fish
European Beer  Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ® Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., S\ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaa , NY (in Airport Plaza) 81} Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-

0130 ﬁ@ W 688-1495

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza
562 Genesee Street 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays, Closed Mondays,
3aunHeHi no cepegax 3aunHeHi No noHepgjsikax
Mon., Tuesday, Thursday Tuesday - Thursday
| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30am - 5 pm |
MoH., BIBTOPOK, YETBEP 3 BiBTOpKa Mo 4eTBep
Friday / M'aTHnug Friday / M'aTHnug

| 9:30 am - 6 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTta Saturday / Cy6oTta
|9am-1pm | |9am-1pm |

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Nick Hurmak

WNER

(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578- 8185

112 DELAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, N as

FAX: (716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

DNIPRO Bg»ﬂ JTHITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
MigTpumaiTe Baw Hapogrun Lim

Donation to St. Nicholas

NN - $1,000.00
Dr. Christine Stasiuk - $500.00

Special Appeal
IMO +Lidia Hreshchyshyn
Paul & Dora Iskalo - $250.00
Olia Czmola - $125. 00
Nadia Marc - $100.00
Elaine Nowadly - $100.00
Bohdan & Christine Bejger - $50.00
Adrianna Liddell - $50.00
Olha Synyshyn - $30.00
Mary Bodnar - $25.00
Irene Czmola - $25.00
Andrij & Natalka Pryshlak - $25.00
Anna Melnyk - $20.00
Halyna Pryshlak - $20.00
Maria Kallas - $20.00
Nancy Weigand - $20.00
Andriy & Andrianna Yemchuk - $20.00

Thank you all for your donations!
[Oskyemo 3a Bawi noxeptau!

Mpe3npaeHToBi Ykpaitu i Mpe3uaeHToBi AMepuky,
YkpaiHcbkomy Ta AMepukaHcbkomy Hapopam,
36poiiHum Cunam Ykpainu,
Ycim Hawum BonyHTepam,
Ycim, wo nomaratotb Ykpaiui go MEPEMOTIY,
Xan Bor 6narocnosuts 3 Pisgsom Xpucrosum!

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTtbca! Cnasim Moro!

Dopori B Xpucri! baxaemo Bam ycim,
LllacnuBux Pi3aB’saHnx CeArT.
Hexain HoBoHapomkeHHe OuTTA
noJapye Cnokin y Hawli HeCNOKiNHi cepus.
3 Hamu bor, po3yminTu Hapoau.
| nokopitbes, 60 ocb 3 Hamu bor!
Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca!

Cnasim Woro!

* % %

Dear Parishioners and friends:
Merry Christmas!

The Christmas season is so much more then
tinsel on the trees or stockings stuffed with
presents; Christmas is more about Bethlehem,
and the child born in the manger. Christmas is
about coming to the Church and being part of a
wondrous celebration that has been remember-
ed for over 2000 years. It is about our salvation
in the making, about a single star that steered
the wise men, about a carpenter who took a wife
that was filled with the Holy Spirit. About a virgin
birth, that would one day lead to a crucifixion -
and all because the Lord was willing to humble
Himself for you and for me. This Christmas, we

| pray that each of us feels the joy of knowing that

Christ is in our home, in our hearts, among the

- family and friends that we love, and in the simple

things of life that mean so much to all of us.
Christmas is a time for miracles, and stories that

. capture our hearts. But Christmas is also a time

to remember the gift of salvation which the
infant Jesus has brought to our lives, and to
celebrate this precious gift with one another.
Christ is the reason for this blessed and
glorious season - May the peace and love of the
Christ child, the real gift of this Holy Season, be
with us always and with all those we love. God
bless us, each and every one! May the Lord
bless Ukraine and bring victory and peace!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!



YKpaiHa cbOorogHi — Lie «ayxoBHa
CTanHA», B AKiN HapoauTbea lcyc
€nuckon PKL EaBapa Kasa:

Lle 6yae nepwe — i, Xo4eTLCA BipUTU, OCTAHHE
Pi3aBo, fike M1 3MyLLEHi CBATKYBaTH y Yac no.-
HOMacwTabHOi BiMHU. Ane HOBOHapPOMXKEHWUH

lcyc npunpge i y dpoHTOBi OKONMKU, W Ha
OKynoBaHi TepuTopii, i B TeMHi, no3baBneHi
CBiTNa 1 Tenna oceni.
(NMpo ue enuckon-nomiuHuK JIbBIBCbKOI apXxu-
pieuesii PKL| EgBapp KaBa ckasaB y po3mMoBi 3
KaTonuubkum yaconucom CREDO.)

"CborogHi MM MaemMo [ocCBiA, AyXe CXOXWA Ha
TOW, KA MaB Icyc, konu HapoavBCes y BUdneem-
CbKii CTalHi: M1 XMUBEMO Y CBOEPIOHIN «AYyXOBHIN
CTalHi», 60 Hawy KpaiHy AOBenn [0 TaKoro CTaHy.
Ane ona Hac Ue Takox i Haroga pagiti, 60 mu 3Hae-
Mo, WWo lcyc Moxe npuiuT came Ao Takoro Mmicus. A
Aymato, Lo uboropiy Icyc HapoauTbcsa came B YKpa-
iHi, 60 B ;yXoBHOMY BUMIpi Halla KpaiHa 3apa3 — Le
came Te Micue, ae BiH 3abaxaB Ou HapoguTHCS.

[pyre, Ha Wo 51 X0TiB 61 3BEPHYTH yBary, Lie Te, Lo
MW NOBWHHI 3anuwaTucs ngbMn goopoi Bofi no-
npu BCIO arpecito Ta HeHaBUCTb, fika MAe Bif Pocin-
CbKOro okynaHta. Mu noBuHHi 36epirati y cobi nto-
AsHICTb, AKY Bor npuHOCUTL HaM i BiapoaXye Yy Hac,
po3BuBaTH ii B c0bi Tak, WwWob Npo Hac MoxHa byno
cKasaTu: MM — Hapogd boxun, Lo xuBe He LiHHOCTSA-
MU LibOrO CBITY, He arpecicto, 3a3apicTio i HeHaBuC-
Ti0, a NOOOB’I0, AKY NpMHOCUTL Ham Icyc. Lle Ti oc-
HOBHi AYMKM, SiKi CyNnpOBOAXYOTb MEHE NPOTArom
uboro AABeHTY, i Al XOTiB Ou, W00 BoHM Bynu y cepui
KOXHOro ykpaiHua!" - pestomyBas enukon. (RISU)

"MomoniTbcA 3a ykpaiHCLKOro BoiHa".
3anyXHuin npuBiTaB NapTHepiB i3
HabnuxeHHAM PizaBa

FonoBHOKOMaHAyBay 30pOMHUX cun YkpaiHu
Banepin 3anyxHuii npusiTaB COlO3HUKIB YKpa-
iHM 1 yciXx, XTo cBATKYE Pi3aBo 25 rpyaHs, i3 Ha-
OnuXeHHsAM cBATa
Woro 3sepHeHHs ony6nikysas MeHwTa6 3CY.
"Oopori 6pati no 36poi! Mu yacto 3ragyemo
Bucnie: "Y TeMHi yacu nobpe BUAHO CBITIUX
niogen”. [Iakyto BaM 3a NiaTPUMKY i gonomory.
3a Te, WO MK pa3oM Yy LK BaXKin Hecnpaseanu-
Bill i HeBUNpaBAaHiN BiWHI. A AAKyH Bif iMeHi
KOXHOro YKpaiHCbKOro conpara, y uYMix pykax
BalWwa 30posi 3HUWYE CBiTOBE 310 i pATYE
HEBWHHI XMTTA", — cKa3aB 3anyXHWN.
Bin Haragas, Wo LiHa MUPY € AyXKe BUCOKOHO.
"3ragante npo Ue, AMBNAYACL Ha Hebo Ta
pi3aBaHy 3ipKy Ha Hbomy. [lomoniTbcA 3a ykpa-
IHCbKOro BOIHa, ;n(vm 132pa3 B okoni coboto 3axu-
) wae c.iT Big 6ign. |
noeipte, locnoab ca-
| Me Tam, NopyM i3 HUM.
Ha Goui cBitna i 8o6-
| pa, npaBau Ta cnpa-
BeanueocTi", — nig-
~_ CYMyBaB rOfIOBKOM.

Banepin 3anyxHui
//< 3 pabuHom YkpaiHu
Mowe PeyBeH AcmaH

| *

* CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! * XPUCTOC POOMNBCA! CNABITE

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED
Check with us later.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHUKOAAA

(TITA OTITKOK MIPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help us
raise money for
our Church by %P 5

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from
us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this program,
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline with
this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine

7
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratizavjs OBopoHu Yotupsox Ceobig Ykpainu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY - Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIMRENE - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
- http:/lwww_.stnbuffalo.com

- http:/lwww.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908
—> In Emergency call: (716) 830-3920
Fr. Robert Moreno: (607) 857-9001

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Nlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micsuiB ckoplue

Web Page:
Dioc. Web:

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBIAOMUTH CBSILLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpeOu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH \f

AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
https://credo.pro/2022/12/335751

venmo

OCEPE[IOK CYM B Bodano H./. BRawTOBYE

TPAOULIUHY MANAHKY 2023
B cy6oty 14-ro ciuns 2023 p.
B 3ansix YkpaiHcbkoro flomy "[Hinpo"
npu 562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY
[o TaHUiB npurpaBaTMMe OpKecTpa:
“Mokc” 3 TopoHTa KaHagu

loguHa Kokteunnis 6:30 B.
Beueps 7:30 B.
3abaBa 8:30 B.

Binetu: $60 ansa gopocnux/ $100 Big napm
$30 ans ctypenTie (13-20)
BKITHOYAE BeYepio

BineTu Tinbku Ha 3a6aBy: $35 npu ABepax
[lo 3amoBneHHs 6ineTiB:
laHa Cepeptok (716) 316-1051

annserediuk@cym.org

Ukrainian American Youth Association
Buffalo Branch
Traditional Ukrainian New Year's Dance
Malanka 2023
Saturday, January 14, 2023

Ukrainian Cultural Center Dnipro
562 Genesee Street Buffalo, NY

Music provided by: LUX from Toronto

Cocktail hour 6:30 PM
Dinner 7:30 PM
Dance 8:30 PM

Tickets: Adults $60 per person/ $100 per couple
$30 for Students (13-20) includes dinner

$35 - Dance only

To reserve tickets, contact Ann Serediuk
at annserediuk@cym.org or 716-316-1051

or venmo using the qr-code

Ten Commandments for Christmas
(Based on Fr. Makar’s bulletin in Bethlehem)

1. Thou shalt remember to keep "Christ" in
Christmas (It is not written “X-mass”)

2. Thou shalt pause in thy business to consider
the magnitude of God’s gift of Christ to man-
kind and what gifts you can give to God.

3. Thou shalt remember that Mary and Joseph
found no room in the inn, and, remembering,
give Christ the chief room in your heart.

4. Thou shalt participate joyfully in all the pre-
Christmas and Christmas liturgical services
in thy church. (Even if it is streaming, as this
year, because of bad weather, or you unable
to come for various reasons.)

5. Thou shalt be of generous heart in answering
the appeals of the needy. Remember Ukraine,
and those who fight for freedom.

6. Thou shalt take time to plan for the happiness
of those outside thy own circle of family and
friends. Be a Good Samaritan.

7. Thou shalt enjoy, in unhurried calm, the
priceless heritage of Christmas carols and
great Christmas icons.

8. Thou shalt give of thyself in all the gifts,
giving not for duty, reciprocity, or personal
satisfaction, but for the simple joy of sharing.

9. Thou shalt remember, with patience and
understanding, all those who serve thee - the
sales people, the postal and delivery people,
the news carriers, and all others who bear the
physical burden of these Holy Days.

10. Thou shalt teach thy children the true mean-
ing of Christmas, of the Prince of Peace who
came to show us a way to righteousness and
happiness.

See Christ in others and be Christ for others!

The View From Up Here!  Christmas Day!

Anno Domini 2022
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Dear Fellow Climber on the Holy Mountain,

Hopefully, you have had a holy and special
“Philip’s Fast” in preparation for this great day of the
celebration of the Birth of Our Savior. Z Nami Boh!
God with us! Let the bells ring and let us greet one
another with the blessings of this Holy Day! And not
only this Holy Day of
Christmas, but of this
“Christmas-time” leading
us to Theophany and the
revelation of the Holy |}
Trinity to all mankind, and
to the Holy Feast of the
Encounter, on Feb. 2,
where God will meet His
people and we will meet
our God!

For so many of this
world,  Christmas  will
quickly end, and the world
will look for the “reveling in
Times Square” and the
worldly celebration of the
New Year! Not so for us,
Dear One, not so for us!
We now remember our s
holy and blessed time has just begun on thls
December 25 and we now BEGIN our Christmas.
Yes, from now till the Feast of the Presentation on
February 2! This is our “Christmastime”!

As | write on Friday December 23, | know Christ
is Born! | know the Incarnation, “God Become Man”
has happened in that “little town of Bethlehem.”
However, I'm not sure how we will actually be
celebrating the Feast of Christmas (and the Feast of
the Resurrection) this Sonday. You see, the
Blizzard has hit exactly at 8am as predicted and

without a doubt will be wreaking havoc. | know
everything is closed now and the Roman Catholics
have also already cancelled Christmas services for
the weekend. Here we go again, back to the Live-
streaming of Covid time. Hopefully our power will be
on and everyone who cannot be in The Church will
at least be able to participate via internet.

In his “Tale of Two Cities” good ol Charlie
Dickens once said, “It was the best of times, it was
the worst of times....” Do you remember the old
: ) Christmas song, ‘It's the
Most Wonderful Time of
the Year,” which Andy
Wiliams  made  so
famous? That's what
a4 ideally, or spiritually, this

i time is, or can be, or
should be! However, sad
to say, the joy of that
discovery of Christ among
us is so often blotted out
\¢/ for us. When Andy
| Williams sang that song it
{ was part of his first
Christmas album, and the
year was 1963. If you are
an old person like me,
. you'll  remember that
President Kennedy was
! killed one month before

that Christmas, so it was hardly a wonderful time of

the year as the country was in deep, deep mourning
still. Even without “winter hurricanes” or any major
tragedies, Christmas time in many ways, always
brings some very tough and sad days for us.
Funerals and sickness quickly dim the festive
holiday lights. For those carrying the Cross of Old
Age, with its own particular hardship and loneliness,
it is the ghost of Christmas past which brings
sadness, melancholy and loneliness of the days that
are no more. Those unemployed, and those


mailto:annserediuk@cym.org

struggling just to make ends meet, can hardly say,
“It's the most wonderful time of the year!” Face to
face with the war in Ukraine and the troubles and
insanity all around the world, countless families are

in difficulty and hurting for aII kinds of reasons.

Sadly, the struggle brings a
cloud to the joy that can be,
and indeed is still theirs.
Our Lord Jesus-Emmanu-
el-God with us!

Yes, we remember the
women and men warriors,
who have gone off to war,
their families leftathome in |
fear, and the loss of life of
S0 many innocents! At Chr|stmast|me we remember
our courageous soldiers, police, nurses, doctors,
firemen and all the others who protect us, and who
work amid the pain and hurt of the day as usual.
How clear this is at this very moment as my scanner
“jumps off the wall”, and the rescuers are out trying
to help all who call them.

Thinking about all this, we will definitely shed a
tear or two as the prosphora and honey is passed
all around the table of our “Holy Supper” as we
remember Mom and Dad, Baba and Dido, and all
our family who are absent, both of the living and the
dead. And we remember! At Christmas, the birth of
Jesus Christ, Son of God, Who is with us, we always
will have hope and peace! Yes, the snows fly, the
winds blow, the waves crash, but Look! Listen!
See! Jesus, the tiny Babe of Bethlehem takes on
our human form, lives among us, takes upon
Himself the sins of the world, dies on the Cross for
our salvation, is raised from the dead, ascends into
Heaven, sends us the Holy Spirit! He promises to
come again to this world of “sin and error” and will
bring us, please God, to Heaven where He will call
us to the right hand of our God to live forever!

Christmas, the birth of Jesus, who will save His
people from their sins, the birth of Emmanuel, God

with us, is the powerful message of goodness and
hope throughout the entire world! No matter what is
going on when you are reading this....no matter
where we are on this earth or what our situation may
be if we come to know and believe God is with us,
we will always be blessed
and full of hope and joy in
our Saviour! He came and
., fulfilled God’s saving plan
for each and every one of
{ us. He was born in that cave
in Bethlehem! Because of
¥ Him and this message of
Christmas, we can go
S ) s through this valley of sick-
ness, war, sorrow, loneliness, doubt, through this
‘valley of the shadow of death”, hopeful and joyful
and rejoicing for we know the victory is ours. We
always can have His Joy and Peace! The little baby
is our Saviour! “O Little Town of Bethlehem... the
hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee
tonight.”
| pray this letter finds all of you with your families
and in absolute love and joy! For those who can’t be
physically together, we know that nothing stops
Love. We are with you, wherever you are! You are
with us! We are all Home for Christmas! We pray for
Divine Protection from this “Hurricane Blizzard” and
from all danger and difficulty. We pray blessings of
Joy, Peace, and Love be with you all! We can join
the Angels singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth Peace to men of good will!”” Because ya
know what??? “IT'S THE MOST WONDERFUL

with us! MERRY CHRISTMAS! May the newa born
Saviour bless us! Our Holy Lady Theotokos protect
us! Holy St. Joseph pray to God for us!! And as Tiny
Tim said in ‘good ol Charlie Dickens’ last line of “A
Christmas Carol” : “God bless us, Everyone!”
With blessings, prayers and abounding Christmas
Love for all, - Father Ray, Still Climbing With You

| *

* CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! * XPUCTOC POOMNBCA! CNABITE

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Of the Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church Of the
United States of America in the Year of Our Lord 2022.

“And they were terrified...But the angel said to them:
Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the
Lord.” (Lk. 2:10-11)

Most Reverend Fathers, Deacons, Monks and Nuns,
Brother Seminarians, and Dearest Faithful,

Simple shepherds who tended their flocks near
Bethlehem lived their usual lives. They did not expect
much change in the routine of their daily chores, and they
"were keeping the night watch over their flock." This was
their work, this was their vocation, ordinary and
unremarkable.

However, everything suddenly changed when they saw
an angel of the Lord who “appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them." Being in this glory
caused them a sense of terror so great that the angel
himself had to reassure them and thereby change this
"great fear" into "great joy."

We all started this passing year of 2022, with the usual
worries and plans that we made for the end of the
pandemic. We wanted to resume our usual lives again and
no longer expected any disruptions but wanted only to "
keep watch " of our own affairs and responsibilities again.
But that fateful day of February 24th suddenly changed all
our lives, all our plans, all our feelings, everything... A full-
scale invasion began...

Fear, pain, despair, and immense anger - all this filled
our being, our thoughts, even our prayers. Our native
Ukrainians were torn apart and killed... None of us, even
in our wildest dreams, could have thought that we, the
latest generation, would once again experience the great
Baturyn massacre, but also now in Hostomel, Bucha, and
Irpin; let us reflect on the evacuation of peaceful people
under fire - not from Hitler's Nazis - but from brain washed
Putinists. We were driven to righteous anger by a fight to
the death of the newest heroes of Kruty near Kyiv,
Kharkiv, Sumy, Mykolaiv, Bakhmut...

We were afraid of the "great terror" of our native land.
But when we all stood together, united as a great
Ukrainian community, suddenly we heard a voice from
Heaven: "Do not be afraid, Ukrainians, do not be afraid,
you inhabitants of the fertile land | have bestowed upon
you. You stood together against the opposing enemy,
small and large. Don't be afraid!"

Our men came to the defense of Ukraine, women
secured the rear with their work and prayers, Ukrainians
abroad collected the necessary means for the fight all
over the world, even children raised funds for the Armed
Forces of Ukraine through their own talents — indeed, a
community of democratic nations and freedom-loving
people came to the aid of the courageous Ukrainian
people.

And we are no longer afraid because we see that the
Lord is with us and today his angel announces great joy
for the whole nation: "... for unto you today, a Savior was
born." God comes to us!

Jesus is born in a manger, in the midst of unsanitary
conditions, and He knows what suffering and cold are.
The Lord comes to the most needy and becomes a
refugee Himself, because He is forced to flee from death
with the righteous Joseph and Mary. Jesus knows what it
is to lose one's home and to be a wanderer without
knowing when the mistrust will come to an end. That is
why He is today, like never before, close to Ukrainians, He
is with us in a distant foreign land and in the homes
without light and heat in Ukraine. He is with us as we live
through our difficulties and challenges. God is with us...

Jesus knows the experience of the cross and death,
loneliness, and rejection. Christ is with us in times of
shelling and the danger of repeated enemy attacks on
native towns and villages. Jesus is with us, He will lead
us through this field of suffering and death, and even
more than that, He is the Conqueror of death and the Giver
of Life.

He loves His people, and for the sake of this love, He
became incarnate, became one of us, was born of the
Most Holy Theotokos, and went to His suffering and the
cross to save and redeem us all from death, sin, and the
power of the devil.

Looking at the Christ Child, laying in the manger, we
also see His Cross. Because only by looking at the Cross
of the Lord, will we be able to overcome all fear, suffering,
and death with Him in order to reach victory, because
Jesus Himself is our victory.

"May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all
times and in every way!"(2 Thessalonians 3:16)

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

+Borys (Gudziak)
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Metropolitan of Ukrainian
Catholics in the United States
Head of the Department of External Church Relations,
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
And all Ukrainian Bishop of U.S.A.



