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and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

(716) 852-4499

2400 William St. 806 Clinton St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206 Buffalo, NY 14210
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PHONE 893-1025

Christ IsBorn! Glorify Him!
YceiMm, mo cBATKYI0TH 32 I'pu-
ropisacbknm Ctuiem, baxaemo

Beceaux Cat PizaBa Xpucronoro!
Xpuctoc Pazxnaersca! Caasite Horo!

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

Buszka Funeral Home
DIRECTOR PETER D. STACHOWSKI

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
) 2398 GENESEE ST.
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhomeinc.com ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
MOP’SAJIOK CB. JITYPI'II

Dec. 26: S. after Christmas — HpaOTHiBm
10:00 AM +Bosionumup i Teppi JIun
(ponuna IlpaBak)
12:00 PM For Parishioners — 3a Ilapoxisin
Monday, December 27 — Ilon., 27 I'pyaus
8:15 AM +IBan 'opbauyk (B. Ocrarryk)

Tuesday, December 28 — Bis., 28 I'pyans
9:15 AM +o. Imutpo Jlanryra (JI. I{ponko)
Wed., December 29 — Cep., 29 I'pyaus
9:15 AM +Bonogumup I"'anunbkuit
(Osyp & Judie Hawryluk)
Thu., December 30 — Yer., 30 I'pyaus
8:15PM + Cesepun Iamix (M. Ipexyisk)
Friday, December 31 — I’sT., 31 I'pyans
9:15 AM +]Imutpo InbKiBChKHA
(Hamis Mapk)
12:00 PM +Taras Sarachman (K. & K. Bader)
6:30 PM Iloasiuna - Thanksgiving
New Year: Sat., Jan. 1 — Cy0., 1 Ciunsn
12:00 PM +Mapycs [Ipounx/Marusia Pro-
cyk —St. Basil Liturgy
4:30 PM +John & Olga Sukmann
(Mary Beth)
Jan. 2: S. b. Theoph. — H. Tep. Pisxsomilj
10:00 AM +Boaoaumup I'aHnubkuid
(JIro6a i Poman Xoma)
12:00 PM +Julia Hrynczak (M. Hanuszczak)

Plast will haveit’s Annual Traditional
Svichecka after 10:00 am Liturgy on
Sunday Jan 2.
Refreshments will be served!

* * %

IInacroBa Caiueuka Oyae 2 Ciuns y
HepKoBHii 3aJi 3apa no Cs. Jlityprii o
10 roa. IIpocuMo B35ITH y4acTh!

(AI') Biune Csitao B uects IIJIM (7)
I'oputs Ha CaaBy boxy

Eternal Light burnsfor
+Dmytro Kolotylo
Requ. By: Jagodzinski Family

St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church

3275 Elmwood Ave,
Kenmore, NY, 14217 Ph.: 716-873-5011

?' : ‘;‘»_.J'.,w?‘*- .
CELEBRATION

DATE: 12/31/2010 TIME: 7:00 PM
HOBOPIYHU BEYIP
ITouaTtok :7-8 kokTeiian, Cocktails 7-8
Beueps: 8-9 --——- Dinner 8-9,
Dancing, Gamesand fun 9-11
Tanni Ta Po3Barm: 9-11
Christmas Carols 11-11:50
Koasiaku ta meapiBkm: 11-11:50
New Year —12:00
3ycrpiu HoBoro Poky Ta 3abasa - 12:00
JIJIS1 TJOPOCJIUX - $35.00 - ADULTS
JIJIA JITEM - $15:00 - CHILDREN
For moreinformation call:

544-1315, 873-5011, (347)-342-2208

2011 Church Envelopes and calendars
areready for pick up in the church.
* k% %
IIpocumo 3a0paTn kaastHAAPi (€ MO HO-
BOMY i o crapomy) Ta nepk. Kosepru.

i St Joseph School For Boys
- Bookstore
Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oronoLLeHHSA

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DEL AND GIFTS

2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

4166 Union Road

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772
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mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

IIpocuMo 3BepHYTH
yBary Ha 1aTu:

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e KITCHEN —isnow open again. Thank you
for your help and patronage.

e Every Sunday after Liturgy Coffee Hour -
Church Hall. Please attend!

e Thanks are extended to all of you for all
your good wishes and prayer s on the occas-
ion of my 30" Anniversary! God Bless!

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:

Please help
usraise money QT S
for our Church o-p \
by purchasing never stops

Top'sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in Tops
anyway, why not help. You do not lose or
gain anything by doing this, but our Church
will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. Totake advantage of thispro-
gram, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810, or
call therectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimno npoaawtecst Kaproukm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
ere nepksi. l1sa Bac He poouTh pisHULI Yn
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepksa ogep:xkuth $50. Lo 6 3akynuTu
cJiig 3BepraTucs Ao n. Mapii boxnap, ado
o kanueaspii. Isikyemo! Tako:xk Mo:xxHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOK KynyBaTu O€H3UHY

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Tuesday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTu 10 BiBTipKka Bevyopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGLKA KATOAHIIEKA IIEPKRA
GBATOIO MUKOAAA
(TIIA OIIKOK MPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT QAITITPIT)

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

stnbuffal o@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffal o.com/

http://stamforddio.org/
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rect: (716) 852-7566 ~ Hall: (716) 852-1908
Fax: (716) 855-1319
Confession: BeforelLiturgies.
Cnosigb: Ilepen Cs. Jlityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
Xpemenasi: 3a 10MOBJIEHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuanns: 'onocutucst 6 micsauis ckopiue
Religion classes — Kisicu Peutirii
Starts Oct. 30 — ITou. 30 ’KoBTHA
Ministry to the sick-Onika Hajg xBopumu:

Family members should call the Rectory.
PO,I[I/IHa IIOBHHHAa HOBiI[OMI/ITI/I CBAIIICHUKA

INEMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i norpedu 3aB:KIHM MOKHA 3aKJIHKATH

DONATIONSTO ST. NICHOLAS Spend the start of 2011

Gene Romanyshyn - $5,000.00 with friends!
Timothy& Marianne (Chort) Hogue - ~la If you have no plans this
3 $1,000.00 , New Year’s Eve - Celebrate with us!
A St. Nicholas

In Memory of Olga L eschuk
Donna M. Hatch - $75.00
Annette & Frank Wilton - $50.00
Joan T. Doerr - $20.00
Ann Holowaty - $20.00

New Year’s Eve Celebration

December 31, 2010
6:30PM - Liturgy

Joanne Aber Leschuk - $15.00 (Dinner 8:00PM)
\ \ Cost $15.00
Thank You! Iakyemo! For Reservations Call:

Anna Melnyk — 822-6186
Mary Bodnar — 655-3810
Elaine Nowadly — 867-0981

Please visit St. Nicholas Web-Page:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
We update often and put new materi-
als. Listen to readio on line, read the Please R, 2
bulletin, see the pictures from bazaar, Respond 2 §
30" anniversary and soon to be added By @ i
90" Anniversary and other eventsin December 29 «é@g‘g '
our parish and other parishes. '
R The League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Beo-Cropinka HAaIIOI HepKBU Niagara Frontier Council
nocriiino nonmoBHI0eThest. Tam moxkua  Cordially invites you to a
NepeYnTaTH HAHOBIMII BicTi 3 mapoxii, HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
MOCJIYyXaTH Paaio iTm. Sunday, January 23, 2011 - 11:30AM
IIpocuMo 3arJasiHyTH 4ac A0 4acy i St. Nicholas Church Hall
HANUIIITH CBOI BPaKiHHS. RSVP yy January 16, 2011 to:

Mary Beth Sukmann

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIPOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y
AMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

1l{o6 noBinaTucs Ginbuie indopmamii
IIpo ue mo gierpast B rpomani, Elaine Nowadly
IIpocumo BigBiZaTH BEO-CTOPIiHKY: 716-867-0981
http://www.ukr ainiansofbuffal o.com $12.00

Isthe the web-pageto find
Mor e infor mation and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

824-1433

NMpocumo B3ATK yyacTb B 00iAi
Nirn YkpaiHuiB KaTtonukis,
Y Hepinto 23 CiyHsa o0 11:30
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OCEPEAOK CYM (m. NECI
YKPAIAKW 8 bogano A. N.
BnawTtoBye

TPAANUINRY MANABKY

AKa BiAOYAeTbCA B cyOOTY
22-ro ciuna 2011 p.

B 330AX YKPAIHCbKOro
Aomy «ninPo» NPy 562
Dxeneci Byn. bodano H.N.

ULMPO 33NPOWIYEMO BCE YK-
P3InCbKe rPoM3aAaAnCTBO
micTa boano i okoNMub

The Ukrainian American Youth As-
sociation of Buffalo, New York
Lesia Ukrainka Branch
is pleased to announce their annual

TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN
NEW YEAR'S DANCE
MALANKA

Which will take place on

A0 YyUacTtn. Saturday, January 22nd, 2011
. at the Ukrainian Cultural Center
o TanuiB NprePaBaTMe:  -pnipro” hall located at; 562
OPKecTPa Genesee Street, Buffalo, N. Y.

All are invited to come
and join the celebration!

«3bPYY»
33b6asa o roa. 9:00 a0 1:00
Beuepra 8ia 10:00
"Champagne Toast"
Bbinetn: $30

$25 ana ctyaentn a0 18p.

Ao 3amoBnennn binetis:
fana Typnk 697-0801
Bacnnb Cepeatok 821-0711
Ocwnn [pera 604-4798

Music will be provided by:

“ZBRUCH"

Music from 9:00 pm to 1:00 am
Buffet starting at 10:00pm
Champagne Toast

Tickets are $30.00 and
$25 for students to 18 years

For Tickets Please Contact:
Helen Turyk 697-0807
William Serediuk 821-0711

IIanoBHI rpoMaasiHU
micra bogdano i oxoamui
Ykpaincoknii Konrpecosuii Komirer
Amepuku - Binnin bogdano npuranye,
o uboropiuna Tpaau-
niiina Ocinna 30ipka Ha
Ykpaincokuii Hapoanuii
®onnx — YKKA, Oyne
NMPOBOJAUTHUCH B HAIIIH
Yxkpaincbkiit I'pomani
micta boddaio i okoamnui. [Ipocumo
JackaBo npo Bami mmpi naTku.
HenTpans Ykpaincbkoro Konrpeco-
Boro Komirtery siBJIsIETbCS HAILIMM
NpeACTABHUKOM Nepel AMepUKAHCbKUM
Ypsaom. Ta iioro Ba:kiuBa npaus
norpedye piHaHCOBOI JONIOMOTH, SIKA B
OCHOBHOMY HAJXOIMTh BiJl YKpPaiHChbKOI-
aMEePUKAHCHKOI TPOMAIM TA YKPATHCbKUX
(iHaHCOBHMX YCTAHOB.
3azneseriab AsIKy€MO BCiM, XTO M-
TpuMmye Ykpaincbkuit Hapoauuiit ®onp, a
THM CAMMM MiATPUMY€EMO MPAIIO LIEeH-
Tpajai YKKA. /laTku MmoxkHa ckjIaJaTu HA
PYKH 30ipIIMKiB:
ap. Anuapiii {axyn — I'ostoBa 60gdais-
cbkoro Bigminy YKKA,
Bacuniab Cepentox, Imutpo IliTonaii i
Boaoaumup Tyniubkuii.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATES

The 73 Annual Convention
of the League of Ukrainian Catholics
will be held in Buffalo October 7, 8, 9,
2011 at the Airport Holiday Inn. TS
We ask the support of our local fejim =
Ukrainian community in this '\ -
endeavor. We especially ask that %

T
our organizations not schedule any
eventsthat weekend. Thank you!

Our Prosphorawill be Jan. 9.

Hama npocgopa 0yne 9 Ciuns.
Donations of baked goods would
be greatly appreciated.

Wewill have 2011 Parish retreat-
mission from April 7to9

Mu OynieMo MaTH Hallli PeKOJIEK-

uii-micii 7-9 Ksitus 2011. p.

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

* * *

UYu BU ciryxaeTe HalLy pajio nepexavdy
«Munocepauuii Camap'sHuH»

Hepnins, 2 roa. na WJJL 1440 AM?

Painted windows, Santa and village by Norma DuBois



3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

Xpucroc, o Hapoauscs Bix Otus 6e3 Ma-
Tepi, mepeJ MOYATKOM yChOT'0, KOJIH IIIe He
0yJ10 Hi Yacy Hi MPoCTOPY, HAPOIKYETHCSI Ta-
KO3 B 4aci i mpoctopi 2000 pokiB Tomy, Bix
Mmartepi 0e3 oTus y micteuky Beduieemi.

Casituii Moan 3os0ToycTuii (1407) B 0aHil
3i CBOIX pPi3ABSIHUX MPOMOBieii 3BeJINYYE Ta-
iHcTBO XpHceToBoro Pizasa Takumm ciioBamu:
""bauy He3BHM4YaiiHe i nuBHe TaiHCTBO: [lac-
TYXH HANIOBHAIOTH 3BYKaMHM Miii cJ1yX, roJio-
CAYH He MYCTHUHHY MiCHIO, ajle CIiBal04u He-
OecHMii THMH. AHTeJIH CNIiBAIOTh, APXaHTeJIH
OCHiBYIOTh, XePYBHUMH B3HUBaIOTh, cepadpumu
BeJIHYAK0Th, BCi TOPKECTBYIOTh, 6ayaun bora
HAa 3eMIi i oJ10Bika Ha HeOecax; Bucokoro —
B101i, 32 Horo m1anamu, a HI3LKOro — Bro-
pi no bo:xiii J11060Bi 10 J101€i. ChoromHi
Buduaeem craB HeOoM, 3aMicTh 3Bi31 MPUHSB
cMiBalYUX aHreJiB, a MiCTO COHIISI He30arHe-
HHe BMicTuB CoHue npasau. He nuraid, sk ue
crajocs, 60 1e bor xoue, Tam ycTynae nops-
AOK NMPHPOAH...

o cvoroaui 3poau.aa iioro /liBa, e 3uato, i
mo Bor 3poxus Horo 6e3 uacy, B Te Bipio, aje
CIOCi0 3pOKEeHHS 1 HABYUBCS MOYUTATH
MOBYAHKOIO... "' (Tsopn, T. 6, c. 692).

Ko:xHoro poxy JiTypriudo npuragyemo
XpucToBuii NpUXix y cBiT, CIOBHEHHSI 0a-
’KaHb 0araThoX cepAelb Ha OCHOBI IaBHIX
npopouTts. bor cTBopuB J0AUHY Ha cBiii O0-
pa3 i Ilonody, aje J0auHa 3aTbMapeHa Ka/10-
0010 caaBH Biniiinia Big ceoro Teopus, xy-
MAK4¥ 110 CBOIMH BJIACHHUMH CHJIAMH 3MOKe
JOCATHYTH 0araTto Oiiblie, 100 He TUILKU
Oy qutnHOI Boxkoro, ane camum borom.
YnaBuiu 3i ¢BO€T BJIaCHOI BOJIi, i1 HAMOBOIO
Boxoro npoTuBHUKA, TOTO 110 caM JaBHilIe
ylnaB, JJIOJMHA He 0yJia B CHJIi caMa MiqHecTH-
cs1. Tomy Bor OTens y cBoiii He30arHeHiii Jiro-
00Bi mocuia€ cBOro eAMHOpoaHoro CuHa 10
Hac, skuii HapomkyeThes Bin [lpeuncroi diBu
Mapii, Hali10CKOHATILION OMiXK KiHKaMHU,

100 yci HapoIKeHi Bi :KiHKH MOTJIH OCST-
HYTH cniacinHsd. Bin ctaB oqHuM 3 Hac, Ha-
MM OpaToM, 00 MM CTAJIH ioro OpaTamMu
i cecTpamu, 00 MU 3HOBY OyJIM mixHeceHi
J10 TITHOCTH HA3MBATHCA CHHAMHU i 10YKaAMH
BceBHIIHBOTO...

Hexaii HoBoHapoxxeHe J{uTrs, Hapo-
JUTHCA i B cepUAX KOKHOIO i KOKHOI 3 Hac,
o6 i Mu 3 HUM npociaaBuimcs. [puiivim
Horo sik AiTH, 3 pagicTio, 00 BiH 10 HAC NpH-
XOIUTH MAJIOI0 TUTHHOIO. JIUTHHA HemMae
aHi BJacTi aHi cHJIH, ajle BJacHe Opak 0ToL
BJIacTi nokasye Ham Moro sik Bosioaapsi, a
Horo Ge360poHHICTH € SIKpa3 1kKepeToM
0e3mipnoi cuu. Autts y BuduaueMcebKiii
SICKHHI He poOuTh Hac 6oA3MBUMH. BoHo
BXOJIMTH B Hallli ceplsi BUKJIIOYHO Yepe3
M1060B. ['ocnoab NPUIiLIIOB 10 HAC MAJIOI0
JUTHHOKO, | MM MOKeMO HOTo MPUHHATH i
BimaTHCs HOMY TIJILKH CIIOCO0OOM TMTHHH.
BinTBopiM y co0i 0Ty HeBUHiCTh TUTHHH,
11100 3HOBA CTATH HEBUHHUMM, 1100 OYHMCTH-
THcs i npuiiaaTi XpucTa, i Binnatn Momy
ce0e, i CBOIX piTHUX Mix HOro 0XOpOoHY...

HemoB myapeni npeHeciM HOBOHapo/IKe-
HOMY CBOI 1apu. 30J10Ta MH He MAa€EMO, aHi
MHPAa, aHi 3aMANTHOTO KAHJIa, ajie MAaEMO
CBOI0 I'OTOBICTD MiTH 10 HHOT'0 HA CJIY:KOY.
Mo3BosmmTu I'ocnogesi, mod Bin mocory:kus-
cs Hamu. Hami pyku Hexaii cTaHyTh Horo
pPYKaMu, SKMMH BiH Oyae poouTu 100pi
Aina, Hami Horu Hexaii cranyTh Moro nora-
MM, B:KHBAKOYH IKHX BiH MPHUHeECE T0MOMO-
ry THM 110 aajiexo Bix Hac i Bix Hboro. Xaii
Bin BceanThCsl B Hallle ceplle i mocTiiino
TaM nepedyBac, i JIl000B ii0ro Hexail MoB-
cIKYacHO 3 Hac Bunpominioe. [locraBmo
Horo na nepuie micue, a noTiM Hamm 61HK-
Hix. Cjig HaM mam'siTaTu, O Bce 10 3Po-
0uMMO HAIIUM OJIMKHIM, MU 1le XPUCTOBI
pooumo. I'ocioagb He MoTpedye HAIMX TO-
JapYHKIB 1151 cebe, aje Bin pago ix npuii-
Me, 1100 PO31aTH NOTPeOyI0UYNM.

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

Dear ,
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

CHRIST ISBORN! GLORIFY HIM! Yes,
new calendar, old calendar, Catholic, Ortho-
dox, Protestant, Jew, Mudlim, Buddhist, be-
liever, non-believer, holy ones, sinners, young
or old: everyoneon thisearth is affected
every year by those words. All the peoples of
theworld, regardless of whether they can say
they believe or not, areindeed touched by the
King who has come! God isamong us, and
somehow, everyone knowsiit!

And my dear reader, that’swhat | think
about Christmas! He came quietly and hum-
bly thefirst time and only a few knew that
HE was born. After these 2010 year s of our
Lord, many, many morerealize the Savior
has come. Many have come to know that the
Kingishere. Someare open to thisglorious
good news, some harden their heartsand
closetheir minds....but everyone KNOWS!

When He comes again the second time eve-
ryonewill KNOW even mor e deeply and
clearly, and no onewill be ableto deny HIM.
The heavenswill be opened and the choirs
and choirs of angelswill be escorting HIM as
all the peoples of the earth bow down and
worship HIM!

Yes, Christmas has come! Did you seea
Christmastreein the snow bank yet? For
many, the day after Christmas, being a Sun-
day, will be the perfect opportunity to “take
down thetree” Well, there probably won’t
be all that many today, but certainly next
Sunday, January 2, I'm surewe'll seealot
more. | think it’sterriblethat thetreeis
taken down so early, but it’sgood for those
who celebrate on January 7, according tothe
Julian calendar. There'salot of freetreesout
there, guys!

But for us, thisglorious season of reoicing
in theLord hasjust begun! Yes, we prepared

for this day with the Philip’s Fast/Advent,
and now we will pray and celebrate during
this40-day celebration of the fulfillment of
Him, for whom we prepared and waited. L et
usregoice and be glad for our Lord has come!

It’s Tuesday evening as| writeto you-
December 21. Know what that means, don’t
you? The shortest, darkest day of the year,
thefirst day of winter ishere. Actually, it’s
about 6pm right now, so there are still 38
minutes beforeit’s officially winter. Asfar as
snow and driving in the stuff and the cold
and winds ar e considered, we all know we
don’t need a calendar or aclock totell us
when winter ishere. But we do know that
once we have reached thisday of December
21, and the day is shortest and darkest, now
thelight has broken into the darkness. From
now on, the dayswill begin to get longer and
longer and brighter and brighter, not even
visible at first, but in aweek or two we'll see
it and know it. “And the Light cameinto the
world!”

Congratulationsto the “movers and shak-
ers,” who organized the ‘praznyk’ (parish
feast day) last week at St. Nicholas. First of
all, I really think it’s great when the actual
feast day fallson the day of the praznyk and
we can take the prayer s of the service with-
out doing any “liturgical juggling.” That’'s
just a bit of triviafrom a priest point of view.
TheLiturgy was ajoy to attend, with the5
priestsof the deanery concelebrating and the
choir singing theresponses. VERY NI CE!

After theLiturgy it wasgreat to see so
many at the festal meal downstairs. | think
special thanksarein order for Mrs. Melnyk
and her gang of helpersfor the hard work in
preparing and serving and cleaning up. Not
everyone knows or thinks about the long,
long hoursand very hard work an event like
that requires. As Janice Okun, our local food
critic for the Buffalo News, writeswhen she



findsarestaurant to her liking, “ Everything
was of high quality.” And if shewereat the
St. Nicholas dinner, she would say the same
thing. Everything was of high quality! It was,
but my favorite wasthat chicken soup. What-
ever theladiesdid toit, or whatever ‘secret
ingredient’ was added, it was a super dish.
‘Nadzvichayny’ — Extraordinary! Y mmmm!
And the bottom line of the prayer and the
meal and the fellowship wasthat we all gath-
ered to pray: “O holy Saint Nicholas, pray
unto God for ug!”

Thank you to all who have sent us cards
and Christmas gifts of love, monetary or oth-
erwise. God blessand reward your kindness.
Our little Nathanad (already gonnabe 3in
February) saysit best, “1 like PWESENTS!”

Theword’sbeen out for about a week or so
now, but you’ve gotta check out page 10 of
the January issue of Good Housekeeping.
Our little Emma’ s pictureisthere! Sheloves
to sit and page through magazines as she
looksat all the different photos. One day she
was sitting ther e going through the GH and
Presbyteratook her picture. Wesent it in just
to let them know that everybody readsit, they
liked it and printed it. Pretty neat!

And guesswhat? Thisweek | GOT MAIL!
Got my very own personal letter...all | had to
do was put my namein and read it, just as
you do every week. Thank you, N. Loved it!

Everything ismoved up with our deadlines
and schedulesthisweek and it’stime to get
thistothe printer. God willing and the creek
don’t rise, look for mail next week.

May Hewho bringsJOY, PEACE, LIGHT
AND LIFE bestow upon you and those you
love those same gifts. May she who contained
in her womb, HE who iswider than the heav-
ens, pray for usand protect us! Merry
Christmas Everyone!

With Much Christmas L ove, ﬁ Q

Fr. Ray

Hopori B Xpucri! ba:xxaemo Bam ycim,
macausux Pizap’auunx Cesar. Hexai
HOBOHapo{xeHHe /lUTTS moaapye cno-
Kiil y HalIi HecNoKiiiHi cepus.

3 Hamu bor, po3ymiiiTu Hapoau.

I nokopirbes, 60 och 3 Hamu bor!

Xpucroc Paxxnaerbcs!
Caasim Horo!

Dear Parishionersand friends:

Merry Christmas!
The Christmas season is so much morethen
tinsel on thetreesor stockings stuffed with
presents; Christmasis more about Bethle-
hem, and the child born in the manger.
Christmasisabout coming to the Church
and being part of a wondrous celebration
that has been remembered for over 2000
years. Itisabout our salvation in the mak-
ing, about a single star that steered the wise
men, about a car penter who took awife
that wasfilled with the Holy Spirit. About
avirgin birth, that would one day lead to a
crucifixion - and all because the Lord was
willing to humble Himself for you and for
me. ThisChristmas, | pray that each of you
feelsthejoy of knowingthat Christisin
your home, in your hearts, among the fam-
ily and friendsthat you love, and in the
simplethings of life that mean so much to
you. Christmasisatimefor miracles, and
storiesthat capture our hearts. But
Christmasisalso atimeto remember the
gift of salvation which theinfant Jesus has
brought to our lives, and to celebratethis
precious gift with one another. Christ isthe
reason for thisblessed and glorious season -
May the peace and love of the Christ child,
thereal gift of thisHoly Season, be with you
always and with all those you love. God
bless us, each and every onel

ChristisBorn! Glorify Him!

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christmasisindeed about love and for
celebrating the birth of the Christ child. Itis
for joy, for giving and sharing, for laughter,
for reuniting with family and friends, for tin-
sel and brightly decorated packages. But
mostly, Christmasisfor love. | realized that
even mor e when a delightful student with
wide-eyed innocence and soft rosy cheeks
gave me awondrous gift one Christmas.
Mark wasa 12 year old orphan, who lived
with hisaunt, a middle aged woman greatly
annoyed with the burden of caring for him.
She never failed to remind young Mark, if it
hadn't been for her generosity, hewould be a
vagrant, homelesswaif. Still, with all the
scolding and chilliness at home, Mark was a
very sweet and gentlechild. | did not have
the opportunity to really get to know Mark,
until he began staying after school each day
to help me straighten up after classand pre-
parethe classroom for the Christmas season.
Wedid this quietly and comfortably, not
speaking much, but enjoying the solitude of
that hour of the day. When we did talk,
Mark spoke mostly of hismother. At that
time, | had just found out that | was pregnant
with my own son, John Paul, so my heart
went out to Mark. Though hewas quite small
when she died, heremembered a kind, gentle,
loving woman, who always spent much time
with him. Mark told methat hismother
loved Christmastime and she alwaysread to
him about the birth of Christ and the loveit
brought into theworld. AsChristmasdrew
near, however, Mark nolonger stayed after
school each day. | looked forward to his com-
ing, and when the days passed and he contin-
ued to scamper hurriedly from theroom after
class, | stopped him one afternoon and asked
why he no longer stayed after school. | told
him how | had missed him, and hislarge gray
eyeslit up eagerly ashereplied, " Did you

really missme?" | explained how he had
been my best helper. "1 wasmaking you a
surprise,” hewhispered confidentially. " It's
for Christmas.” With that, he smiled
brightly and dashed from theroom. Finally,
camethelast school day before Christmas.
Mark crept slowly into theroom late that af-
ternoon with his hands concealing something
behind hisback. "I haveyour present," he
said timidly when | looked up. "I hopeyou
likeit." Heheld out hishands, and therely-
ing in hissmall palmswas a tiny wooden
box. "It'sbeautiful, Mark. Isthere some-
thing inside of it?" | asked while opening the
top of thebox. " Oh you can't seewhat'sin
it," hereplied, " And you can't touch it, or
tasteit or fedl it, but mother always said it
makes you feel good all the time, warm on
cold nights, and safe when you're all alone."

| gazed into the empty box. "What isit
Mark," | asked gently. "It islove" hewhis
pered softly, " And mother always said it is
best, especially at Christmastime, when you
giveit away." Mark turned and quietly left
theroom wishingmea Merry Christmas. |
will never forget that day or how deeply
Mark'sinnocence touched methat Christ-
mas. So now, | keep the small box made of
scraps of wood on my desk, and gladly smile
when | remind myself or tell my studentsthat
thereisloveinsidethisbox. Yes, Christmasis
for joy, mirth and song, for good and won-
drous gifts, for reuniting with family and
friends. But mostly, Christmasisfor love...
and remembering the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ...

Y es, the Christmas Season is a perfect time
to celebratewith family and friends, and to
reunite and be grateful for all that we have...
But Christmasisalso atimeto remember the
gift of salvation which the infant Jesus has
brought to our lives, and to celebrate this gift
with oneanother ... Merry Christmas!!!



