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30110Ta He MaEMO, aHi Mupa, aHi 3anawHoro
Kaguna, ane Macmo CBOIO rOTOBICTb BigaaTucs
Womy Ha cnyxGy. Hexaii Hawi pyku cTaHyTb
oro pykamu, sKMMM BiH Oyae podutn noobpi
aina. lanmo po6pui HNpuknag, woob
iHWi 6a4yaym Hac Mornu WykKaTu
3a Xp1CTOM i npuHeCTn HOMY CBOI Aapu.

B ueu vac XpucroBoro PizgBa, 3aHOCMMO Halui
monuTem go Mocnoaa Ta 6naraemo Moro npo
GnarocnoBeHHs Ans Hac ycix, wob Bix
HanoBHMB Halli cepus pagicTo
Ta AYLWEBHUM CMOKOEM.

Xan HoBOHapomKeHe AUTA OCENUTLCA Y

During this most blessed season... let us
embrace our Lord's Love with one another and
open our hearts to His Word! For the greatest

gift we can offer Jesus on the day of His birth is
to love one another, as our Heavenly Father so
loves this world! For there never was another
child, Who caused all creation to become so
enlightened in pursuit of words most
appropriate, to convey to human hearts
and minds, our Lord's most glorious pre-
eminence. On this Christmas Day what does

Emmanuel mean to our Spirit? God is not
awaiting us in some distant place. He is ready
and waiting to pass into the very center of our
heart's desire for Him, to minister the blessing
of His own life, His own character, and His own

being! For Heaven does not mean some distant

place, but rather the most sacred of space
where Emmanuel reigns within our Spirit!
Emmanuel - God is one with us! And as we look
to His Word on Christmas morning let us allow
the birth of Christ our Savior, to captivate our
heart and embrace our Spirit with Joy!
May God's peace and love be with us all!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him! Happy New Year!

Hac Ta 6narocnoBUTb Hac yCAKMM JOGpOM,
300pPOB’AM, WACTAM Ta NOCTiINHUM MUpom!
Hexan Xpuctoc HapoanTLCA Y HaWKUX
cepusix, 60 y npoTUBHOMY ANsA Hac He

\ Oyne MaTu 3Ha4YeHHS HOro HapOAXKEHHS
nepep ycima Bikamu, aHi AiBCTBEHe y
Budneemi, aHi koxxHopiyHe niTypriyxe.
f
\
f

i nisHaBaTh Tebe - Cxia 3 Bucotun. Flocnoau, - Cnasa Tobi!

Sun of Justice, and to recognize You as the Orient from on high. Glory be toYou, O Lord.
30pAM CRyXunu, Bif 30pi HaBUMNMCA NOKNOHATUCL To6i, CoHuto Mpasaw,

through it, those who worshiped the stars have learned from a star to worship You, the

Xpucroc Paxgaetbea! Cnasimo Moro!
Becenux CesiT PizgBa XpucroBoro
Ta wacnusoro Hoeoro Poky!

Troparion: Your birth, O Christ our God, has shed upon the world the light of knowledge for
Tponap: PizgBo TBoe, XpucTe boxe Halwl, 3acAsn0 CBITOBI CBITNOM PO3yMiHHA. Y HbOMY Ti, WO
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Friday, December 24 rpyauns, n’atHuus
9:00 PM Great Compl & Chrlstmas L|tur

40,

Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro M.AO.M.)

MOPAMOK CB. NITYPTIN

26 rpyaHs: Hepina Mpaotuis
10:00 p. 3a BCix cBALWEHUKIB, o TyT cny)KMnM
Mo YkpaiHcbku ~ B3 g1

2022 - WACNUBOro HOBOFO POKV'

2 CiyHa: Heginsa nepen Pisgsom XpuctoBum
10:00 p. 3a napoxisiH — For Parishioners
Mo Nitypryii — MaHaxuaa 3a +Mapycto LLiopobypa
(yonoBik borgaH i CUH MaTeMKo)
Mo YkpaiHcbku ~ B J g1 %

~

.
2019 L SAINT

A IR
72

h%, ) G
0y e

&
*5)

CHRISTMAS PI3,I],BO

Saturday, December 25 rpyaHs, cy6ota
12:00 PM Metr. +Joseph Shmondluk

in English~ g@-20;¢=.) NS
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Dec. 26: Sunday after Christmas - H. no Pi3ggi
12:00 PM 3a napome For Parlshloners

2022 Church Envelopes are ready for pick up in
the church. If you do not have envelopes please
contact me or send us E-Mail to:
stnbuffalo@gmail.com
If you do not use envelopes , you could always
send us your donations, or put in blank envelope

|n the church. Please write your full name so we
e could give proper credit.
Thank you!

* % %

Stephen Protomartyr - nepMyq. CrenaH
Monday, December 27 rpyaHsi, noHeainok
9:00 AM +Cranicnas Bawak (AAK)

Tuesday December 28 rpyaHs, BiBTOpOK
9:00 AM +KopHrenb [13to6a (PM)
Wednesday December 29 rpyaHs, cepega
9:00 AM +Mukuta Octawyk (AAB)
Thursday December 30 rpyaHs, 4yeTsep
9:00 AM +Opecrt lMputyna (lOK)

Friday, December 31 rpyauns, n’atHuus
9:00 AM +0mutpo InbkiBcbkuin (Haps Mapk)

2022 - HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Circum. Of Our Lord, St. Basil - Cs. Bacunis B.

Mpocumo 3abpaTtu LepKkoB-
- Hi KoHBepTH. [IAKkyemo!
ﬂxmo He MaeTe KOHBEpT, a XOTinu 6u matu,
NPOCKUMO 3rofniocuTMCA A0 MeHe abo Ha
LepkoBHuI E-menn: stnbuffalo@gmail.com

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

S >
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Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee!

k/llp?hes e e
atnias |

Wexler Friedman Lt

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Albany | Buffalo | Flonda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C. Cell: 716.523.6693 )
ippes.com Office: 716.656.8999 » Fax: 716.825.4911 =
Attorney Advertisi ng. jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com m
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. HowardHanna.com &
KARYCZAK’S
PHONE 893-1025
AUTOMOTIVE {:

995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220
e COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »
m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
; WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES »

& TIRES BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
cara MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

829-1574 8257428  827-8895 sscromrom

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.
BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Saturday, January 1 ciuns, cy6ota - HoBwuii Pik K G Ha 1 ci
9:30 AN Liturgy of St. Basil the Great anenpapl byayTb NPUroToBaH! Ha 1 CI9HA.

4:30 PM Thanksgiving, Praylng for end of pandemic  Calendars will be ready on Saturday, Jan. 1.
in English ~ § :

Jan. 2: Sun. bef. Theophany H n. borossn.

10:00 AM 3a napoxisiH — For Par shioners
Ukrainian REAMING

Eternal Light burns for
+Dmytro Kolotylo Jagodzinski
(requested by Family)

XPUCTOC PAXIOAETLCA! CNABITE KOrO!
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

Biune Caitno B yecTtb lNpey. fiBn Mapii
ropuTh 3a MUp B YKpaiHi

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

<% ;’})
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206

(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com
Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca one block North of Clinton.

www Pietszak.com 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of

thoughtful Personalized Service
New spacious location fresh and modern facility.

Onsite Chapel separate from large viewing rooms.
Lower level has a new café plus reception hall for 806 Clinton St. 2400 William St.
family use. Buffalo Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nopgska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

M A Ry I(Ay The Best Times to Reach Me

Call me any time!
I look forward to
hearing from you.

AR AR

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY

3498 Stevenson Court
Wheatfield NY 14120
(716) 628-7882

uscheidle@verizonnet e
www.marykay.com/uscheidle “II

UkRrAINIAN Y. YkPATHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OENIEPATILHA KPEUTHA CTITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

MEPCOHAJIbHI TA BISHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYIK
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTU®IKATA | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
I'POLLOBI NMEPEKA3W | ENIEKTPOHHI MOCNYrn:
[MOCNYIr HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAI|

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

odeli

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna ¢ Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage ¢ Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter « Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., == g 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) ™ \.ﬂ“% Amherst (Getzville Plaza)
630-0130 = 688-1495

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.uKrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Ambherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.uKrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
BayuHeHi o cepedax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ayquHeHi no noHeodinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
loH., sismopok, yemeep 3 siemopka no yemsep
Friday / MM'asm+uys Friday / MM'asm+uys
| 9:30 am - 6 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cyboma Saturday / Cyboma
|9am-1pm]| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

\hck Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

TONAW \\I

WWW. redstarautomotlve com

DNIPRO Bg»ﬂ JHITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
MigTpumaiTe Baw Hapogrun Lim

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS

Special Appeal

IMO Louis, Rose & Nadine Valenti
Susan Valenti & Rosemary Bork - $1,000.00

IMO Michael Zawisky
Mathew Zawisky - $100.00

IMO Sophia Sudyn
Karen Sudyn Christman - $50.00

IMO Anastazia Wiszka
Eden Methodist Respite Volunteers - $50.00
Baker Methodist Respite Volunteers - $50.00
Bill, Elizabeth & Melissa Wodarski - $40.00

IMO Markian & Lidia Stasiuk
John & Anya Puccio - $100.00

IMO Llidia Stasiuk
Nancy & Vlodzio Lytwyn - $300.00
Marta Pereyma - $100.00
Mark & Julie Schneggenburger - $100.00
Dr. Pedro & Luba Joven - $50.00
Nadia Marc - $50.00
Tatiana & Mykola Paslawsky - $50.00
Halyna Pryshlak - $50.00
Roman & Lyuba Khoma - $30.00
Iryna Czmola - $25.00
Musha Kallas - $25.00
Maria Malaniak - $25.00
Elaine Nowadly - $25.00
Gloria Long - $20.00
Mary Ann & Wasyl Puhacz - $20.00
Mary & Joe Rozmus - $20.00

CeppaeyHa nogska 3a BCi Bawi noxepTau!
Thank you for all your donations!

XPUCTOC PAXIOAETLCA! CNABITE KO O!

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! @F

God Bless you all
for your financial support!

If you want your donations
to be in the bank for this year,
please give us by this coming Wednesday.
Thank you!

Akwo 6axaeTe, Wob Balwi noxepTau Oynm
3aYMCneHHi Ha Liew pik, NpocUMo nepeaaTy
iX Hanni3Hiwe go cepeaun. fiskyemo!
Xan l'ocnoab 6narocnoBuUTh Bac
3a Bawy cpiHaHCOBY NiATPUMKY!

@ MnacTtoBa Ceiyeuka BiabyaeTbes 2-ro
ciuHA 2022 p. y uepkoBHin 3ani no 10-
0

LLIACNIMBOIr0O HOBOI'O POKY! &.@/ f TR Cnyx6i Boxin. 3anpowyemo
HAPPY NEW YEAR! vsp/a BCe rpomMaasAHbCTBO B3AITK Y4acCThb.




Ukrainian Journals of Henri Nouwen
presented to Philadelphia audience

On December 18, the Library of the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center in Jenkintown hosted the
book presentation of “Ukrainian Journals” of Father Henri
Nouwen. The book consists of deep and touching
personal reflections on Ukraine and - ,
Ukrainians by Father Henri, which he ;‘;
wrote in his journals during two trips to
Ukraine. These journals, written 27 years
ago, have never been published and
have now seen the light of the day in
Lviv's publishing house, Svichado, 25
years after their author’s death.

“In the religious and theological world
of the '80s and ’90’s Fr. Henri Nouwen
was a megastar, but rather a jazzman not
a pop star, ” said Metropolitan Borys
Gudziak, who met Father Henri, while
studying at Harvard University. They
became close friends, and it was Borys Gudziak who
asked him to visit Ukraine.

“lt was important for me that he — my professor,
confessor, and friend - come to see the land of my
parents, where | recently moved. And he agreed. This is
an example of Henri’s reflex — he was deeply involved in
other people’s lives. For him, everything was personal. He
had the gift of attention. He was a man of encounter,
empathy, and deep intuition. This book appeared because
he came to me and Zenia Kushpeta, who was establishing
the movements “I’Arche” and “Faith and Light” in
Ukraine.

The book was presented to the Philadelphia audience
by Metropolitan Borys Gudziak and the translator of the
Journals, Maryana Karapinka, who is currently the head
of the Philadelphia Archeparchy’s Communications
Department. Deacon Volodymyr Radko moderated the
conversation.

“He was my best friend, although 25 years have passed
since his sudden death, and death puts a little distance
between us and our friends. He had a tremendous
influence on me, and he was with me in the most difficult
moments of my inner spiritual experiences. The power of
his writing, and | must say that his speeches were even
stronger than the texts, came from great openness. He
was honest, almost naked. This was the core of his
eloquence, because he confronted what he was going
through, shared it with the Lord, and wrote and preached
about it, ” the Metropolitan shared.

He also noted that although Father Henri Nouwen had
not seen the Ukrainian Catholic University, it was his
influence that placed at the center of the university’s
identity marginalized people with intellectual disabilities.
The Ukrainian Catholic University is built on two pillars:
martyrs — those who carried the torches of faith through

the complex circumstances of the
| twentieth century, and marginalized —
=1 mentally handicapped people who do not
care if you have a diploma or are in an
important position. But they ask the most
| important pedagogical question ‘Can you
love me?’ “They are mentors of human
relations, “Archbishop Borys stressed.

Maryana Karapinka spoke about the
peculiarities of the work on the
translation of the “Journals” and about
the special experience of discovering
Lviv of the ’90s through Father Henri’'s
writing. “Travel stories is one of the
oldest and most interesting genres in literature. This is an
opportunity to get to places where we have never been.
Father Henri writes about Ukraine and places that | know
well, but with him, | seem to have fallen into the time
machine — Ukraine and Lviv he writes about no longer
exist. | was struck by the fact that Father Henri looked at
our post-Soviet reality with the eyes of love. He doesn’t
understand everything, he is sometimes annoyed, but he
tries to comprehend the situation to its core, he is not
afraid to meet suffering people,” she shared.

She also spoke about the work of the Henri Nouwen
Foundation, created by his brother Laurent, who for 20
years has supported various projects in Ukraine —
psychiatric hospitals, orphanages, families with children
with disabilities, rural hospitals, and schools.

The Archeparchy express its sincere gratitude to the
Library at the UECC for their collaboration on this project
and hopefully many more in the future. (Archeparchy News)

» Our CHURCH KITCHEN is now OPEN
TAKE-OUT ONLY.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall.
Until we meet God willing ...
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
IEPK. BIGHHUK Bunaerbcst THAKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogasaTu 10 YerBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA I[€PKRA

GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTTKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPIT OAITITPIT)

Please help us
Doprs
purchasing Top’s
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
raise money for
our Church by
never Sﬂ}m
Gift Cards from
us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You
Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this program,
Please note: You can purchase gasoline with
this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian
Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine

7

UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratisauist ObopoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIRSHETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
- http:/lwww.stnbuffalo.com
- http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566

Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepen Cs. flityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutucs 6 micauiB ckoplue

Web Page:
Dioc. Web:

Religion classes - Peniriina lNporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory
PO,DMHa NOBWHHA I'IOBiAOMVITM CBALLEeHUKa

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.

IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aikka!
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http://www.stamforddio.org/

OCEPEJIOK CVM imMm. JIECI VKPATHKH
y Baddano mrt. H.-I1.

Bramroeve

POAUHHY MAJIAHRY

KA BIIOVIETRCE V cy0oTY, 15-T0 ciarg 2022 p.
3a0ara — Big 7:30 mo 12:00

B YEKpalHCBKOMY KYIBTYPHOMY HeHTp1 " JHimpo"
3a agpecoro: By :xeHect, 562, M. Baddamo

A

]_HHPU 3ATTPOITYERMO J0 YIACTH BCHO }KIJH.IHGBK}- I'pDMH,-I}F _.f .

wmicta bBaddano Ta oxomHIs!

= Tanm rpatuve Martsii Jyoac

Ve1 rocTi MATHMYTh YaCTVBAHHA,
4 JiTH — Ine i 3203BH Ta po3BarH!

TocTH 12 IMaMIaHCEEHRM Ta Hamoi 118 Moaodl — o 10:00.

KBHUTKH — HA BXOII:

Jng nopocmx - $20

Jnsg ocid 13-20 pokis - $10

Hitam go 12 poKiB — BXiJ Oe3KOINTOBHHH

Joz imdopuanii: annseredivk@cym. org

KYPHTI Y 3AM JOHINPA" - SABOPOHERC
KOMICIA KOHTPOMO AMKOMOUIRD WIT. H.-M SABOPOHAL MPHHOCHTH
BIACH! AMIKOMCALHI HAMCH

Christmas Pastoral Letter of His
Beatitude Sviatoslav

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy,
Venerable Monastics,

Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good Wl” toward men (Lk 2:14)
Christ is born! |

Glorify Him!

Beloved in Christ!

Today we share with
you a great joy that was
first received and
shared by nameless
shepherds of Bethle-
hem, who outdoors in
an open field watched
over their flock in the
middle of the night. As
described by the -
evangelist Luke, when an angel of the Lord appeared
to them, at first, they were filled with fear. But the
angel spoke to them: “Fear not, for behold, | bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10-11).
And then, when the shepherds heard the angelic
choirs sing, “Glory to God in the highest,” they said
to one another: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us” (Lk 2: 15). And they went, they
found Mary and Joseph with the Child, and, having
given them due reverence, went out and told others
about Jesus.

The good news of Christmas is a feast of trust—
not only of trust shared among us, human beings,
but, above all, of God’s trust in humankind. We often
speak of our faith in God, but rarely do we make note
of God’s good will towards us, His faith and trust in
us. The Lord entrusted the first good news about the
birth of the Divine Child to simple shepherds, and
then He shared the Good News of the Gospel with

the myrrh-bearing women, with fishermen and tax-
collectors — with simple and largely unknown
people.

In Christ’s Nativity, the Heavenly Father entrusts
His Only-begotten Son to humanity, and God
becomes man! The angelic choir proclaiming “peace
on earth to men of good will” speaks to the fact that
God sees man as worthy of his trust and favour,
preference and good will (which is how we literally
translate the Greek term eudokia). He sees us as

@2 good and believes in us.
He sees us not only as
= we are today, with all our
! weaknesses and sin-
fulness, our poverty and
perplexity. The Son of
God sees in us His
P Image. In His incarnat-
! jon, He takes on our
| human nature and
teaches us to see Him,
the Saviour of the world,
2 in a small child. Seeing
us as people of His good will, He sees us as those
who we can become by the power of His grace just
as loving parents see in their child a talented future
writer or artist, a good mother or tender and
responsible father, the leader of a people or their
mighty protector.

In this Christmas mystery, the figure of the
Theotokos personifies the trust that we humans
should foster towards our Creator and Saviour, in
response to God’s trust in us. The Mother of God,
who holds in her arms the tiny Jesus in a cold stable,
teaches us that we can and must trust God and our
neighbour, since the Lord loved us first and
entrusted Himself to us. In receiving the word of the
archangel, she gives God space in her own body,
gives Him her humanity—her human nature. Then St.
Joseph, the guardian of Jesus and His Mother,
having learned that Mary is pregnant, at first thinks
of quietly releasing her. But, when the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said: “Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy



Spirit” (Mt 1:20), he believed, entrusted himself to
God, and did everything as the angel commanded,
justifying the Lord’s trust in him.

We live in a world where trust is not merely
wounded, but under constant attack. A great crisis
of trust is felt in different spheres of social and even
church life. Through new communication
technologies, the manipulation of truth, which has
always existed throughout human history, today is
carried with lightning speed all over the globe. We
no longer know what to believe and whom to trust.
Our understanding is permeated with the conviction
that in the world there is no truth and no justice, and
that at every step there is only deception, falsehood,
and duplicity.

This dramatic situation is illustrated in the icon of
the Nativity. The evil spirit, depicted in the form of an
elderly man dressed in sheepskin, tempts Joseph,
seeking to give rise to doubt in him regarding the
Child and His Mother. This should surprise no one,
for the devil, as the father of lies (see Jn 8:44) at
every step seeks to sow mistrust and doubt
regarding God’s good will towards us, and fosters
interpersonal conflict at all levels, in personal,
family, and community life.

The current pandemic has further increased this
crisis of trust. Given that the virus hides inside a
person, the other for me becomes a potential source
of illness, and even death. This introduces into
human relations elements of suspicion, fear, and
escape.

Our attitude towards social and government
institutions is also marked by mistrust. Various
conspiracy allegations regarding the safety of the
coronavirus vaccine augment a mistrust of
authority, that is already prevalent in our society,
and bring out in our fellow citizens even greater
confusion and fear for the future. People don’t
believe the government and other institutions called
to care for the common good and for social health
services, as is their responsibility. Possibly,
because of the history of the 20th century, post-
Soviet societies have a greater tendency, than do
other parts of the world, to disbelieve government
institutions, and thus easily become susceptible to

all sorts of manipulation and propaganda. Similarly,
in the politically polarized countries of the Western
world, the spreading of fear and mistrust is also
utilized as an instrument of political warfare.
However, it is important to remember that when we
adopt a principle of “I don’t believe anyone,” we
always play into someone else’s
hands, someone exploits our
disappointment for their own
purposes. Mistrust destroys
human relations at all levels.
Mistrust destroys the
family, society, a people,
and nation!

In response to our
present-day temptations
regarding mistrust, the
Lord Himself comes in
order to reveal the truth
and embrace us with His
trust. On the vigil of the
Nativity, we sing: “You have
shone forth from a Virgin, O
Christ, rational Sun of
Righteousness. And a star showed
You, Whom nothing can contain,
contained in a cave. You led Magi to worship
You and along with them we magnify You: Glory to
You, O Giver of Life” (Vespers Troparion). To
celebrate Christ’s Nativity is to trust the Divine Child
who conquers death and, by accepting human life,
brings the gift of His Divine Life. Christmas is not
some devotional tale but a unique event in history,
which bears witness to the Lord’s trust in
humankind. God believes in His creation. He
believes in us more than we believe in ourselves.

Through faith in God, in His birth among us, let us
restore our trust in a humanity that searches for Him!
Let us be people of God’s favour and let us learn to
place our favour in others—to see in them their good
characteristics, gifts and talents, abilities, and
elevated spirit. Although today the circumstances of
a spreading virus at times require us to cover with
protective masks our mouths and nostrils, but in
God'’s name, let us not close off our hearts to others!

Let others see joy, love, and goodness in our eyes!
Indeed, in the midst of the challenges and trials of
the pandemic, let us be heralds of Divine good will.

My wish is that, following the example of the Holy
Family, our families be a place of mutual respect,
love, and trust. | especially ask you, beloved parents,
to foster a spirit of trust in your children,
so that, when they encounter the
challenges of this world, they know
that they can always count both
on you and on our Lord God,
who entrusted them into your
care. At various stages of

your children’s growth,

cultivate and build trust
and mutual respect in joy,
love, and patience. Be for
them their first teachers of
profound faith, an example
of fervent prayer, en-
courage them to serve their
neighbour at an early age.
Give the greatest of attention to
the time of transition from
childhood to youth, take care that
your children know how to distinguish
between the false and the authentic, between
divine truth and diabolical falsehood. May your
offspring know that not only you believe in them and
are able to see their future in realized talents and
divine gifts, developed in their souls, but that our
Lord God Himself believes in them and calls on them
to do His good works in the world.

And so, let us celebrate Christmas together!
Wherever we may be, through mutual trust let us
create today our own Bethlehem! Those who
celebrate in their family circle—with sincere joy.
Those who are compelled to be far from your loved
ones—with a sense of spiritual unity. Those who are
able to come to church—with a profound experience
of the feast’s solemnity and with love for Christ who
gives Himself to us as spiritual food as a sign that
He believes in us. Those who participate in divine
services online—with a blessed longing for our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Let each of us share

our Christmas joy with one another—any way we
can! And may the traditional Ukrainian carol resound
throughout.

Dear brothers and sisters! This festive day I
express to you my trust and faith, that you
yourselves intuitively sense how to properly greet
the newborn Saviour, and know how to share the joy
of this encounter with those at your side. With
Christ’s Nativity, | warmly greet you all: from East to
West, from North to South—in Ukraine and abroad,
on all the continents of the world. In a special way, |
unite myself to those who are sad or feel lonely, to
all who labour far from home and precisely in this
moment experience the absence of their loved ones
and miss the warmth of the family home. | express
my condolences to those families for whom this year
it is painful to sit at Christmas Eve supper, when at
the table there is an empty seat, not long ago
occupied by a father or mother, husband or wife,
brother or sister, son or daughter. With tearful eyes
be joyful in the faith that today your loved ones are
celebrating in heaven. | share my Christmas joy with
our elderly—grandmothers and grandfathers, and
also with the needy. | sincerely greet our soldiers on
the front line—our pride. My thoughts fly to our
prisoners of war and those held captive: in
conveying my Christmas greeting | encourage you
to not lose spirit, for our Lord God Himself believes
in you. | greet our children and youth—our future,
and wish that today your smile not leave your face,
and that your joy be full.

From the bottom of my heart, | wish all of you the
authentic joy of the children of God, a tasty kutia, a
cheerful celebration of Christ's Nativity, and a
happy, peaceful, and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

T SVIATOSLAV
Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of
Christ, on the day of the all-praiseworthy Apostle
Andrew the First-called the 13th of December
(30th of November) in the 2021st Year of our Lord

XPUCTOC PAXIOAETLCA! CNABITE KOIO!
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!




CepaeuHa MNopasika Bnaguui MaBnoBi 3a y4acTb y HalUX CBATKYBaHHAX. [1AKyeMO yciM, Wwo
NPUYMHUNKUCA [0 YCNIWWHOrO 3aBepLIEHHS CBATKYBaHb. Xal MocnoAab ycix 6narocnoButh!
Thank You, Bishop Paul for taking part in our festivities. Thank you all for making it finally
possible. It was not what we intended, but it was still nice. God bless for another 100 years!

Y Heginto, 19 rpy xS, YMcneHHa yKpaiHcbka rpeko-Karo-
nuubka rpomaga y badpchano sigsHauuna notpiitHe cBs-
T0: 125 pokiB 3acHyBaHHs napacdii, 100-niTTA LUepKkBu CB.
Mukonas i npectonbHMiA npasHuk. PopmanbHO 3rapaHi
YPOUUCTOCTI PO3noYvanucs e ABa POKM TOMY, are Hecrno-
AiBaHa naHAeMis BHecna CBOi KopeKkTUBW. BTim, BoHa 1
nocnpusna, 6o nogapysana opraHizatopam GinbLe Yacy
AnA NpuroTyBaHHA. Agxke, noroabTecs, OBiNeW xpamy,
AIKNA BMNPOAOBXK CBOFO CTONITHLOIO iCHYBaHHS, Y Pi3HUN
yac BitaB Mutpononuta AHgpes Lentuubkoro (1910),
Matpispxa Wocudba Cninoro (1972), Bnax. NMio6omupa
My3apa (2004) - cnpaBa Hag3BU4aWHO NOBaXHa.

YpouucTocTi Bigbynucs, Ha MO CKPOMHY AYMKY, Ha
HamBuwWoMmy piBHi. CBaTKoBY BoxecTBeHHy JliTyprito oco-
oucTo BiacnyxuB Bnaguka CteHgdopacbkuii kup Masno
XoMHUUBKMA 3a yyacTio mapoxa uepkBu o. Map'aHa
Mpouuka Ta micueBoro ayxoBeHcTBa. A aani 6yB cBATKO-
Bui 006ig, sikui 3i6paB YMcneHHUX napacdisH, 6araTonir-
HiX XXepTBOAABLIB, a TaKOX LIEPKOBHY AiTBOPY i MONOAb,
AIKi nogapyBanu CBOEMY XpamMoOBi LWMPUIA My3NYHUIA Aapy-
HOK. BnacHe, npucyTHicTb Ha BikonoMHOMY CBATI MonoAj,
€ UM He HaNACKpaBiLIMM CBig4EHHSAM TOro, o YKpaiHCcbKa
KaTonuubka uepksa cB. Mukonas y bacdano mae nepep
coboto nobpe manbytHe. Tox, Hexal [ocnoab Aapye
MHoras i 6naras nita! (AHapiaHHa Emuyk)

St. Nicholas Parish was blessed to have Bishop Paul Chomnycky with our pastor Father Marijan Procyk, our
deacons and several clergy from the area concelebrate Divine Liturgy in celebration of St. Nicholas 125 years as a
parish and 100 years as a church. Mnohaya Lita to our parish and to Father Marijan who also celebrates 41 years of

priesthood! (From St. Nicholas Webpage)




At left: Greeting of the Bishop Paul by children...
In the middle: Divine Liturgy, Bishop preaching...
The Banquet afterward. Performances... [isikyemo!
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