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Rev. Fr. Robert Moreno went to visit his family in 
Puerto Rico. We wish Fr. Robert nice visit with his 
family and a safe return home. 
 

He sent me an interesting piece of art with this 
comment: 
 

The priest in the photo is our former pastor, of 
Mother Cabrini parish, Rev. Fr. Eduardo 
González.  He is also an artist. He crafted the 
nativity set within a fruit found here in the island 
called "iguera", the u should have two dots on it 
so it will be a sounding vowel. Reminded me of 
our pisanky on Easter. It's a Christmas gift to my 
mom and brother from him. 

ß Matthew Kelly: 
PERFECTLY YOURSELF 

(Discovering God’s 
Dream for You) 

 

It is our Christmas gift for 
all of you. Let us read it. I 
guarantee that it will make 
us think: Who am I? What 
am I here for? 
 

 Please take one!  
Просимо взяти! 

 

Нехай новонародженне Диття подарує спокій у 
наші неспокійні серця. З нами Бог, розумійти народи. 
І покоріться, бо ось з нами Бог!  

Христос Раждається! Славім Його! 
* * * 

The Christmas season is so much more then tinsel on 
the trees or stockings stuffed with presents; Christmas 
is more about Bethlehem, and the child born in the 
manger. 

Christmas is about coming to the Church and being 
part of a wondrous celebration that has been remember-
ed for over 2000 years. It is about our salvation in the 
making, about a single star that steered the wise men, 
about a carpenter who took a wife that was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. About a virgin birth, that would one day lead 
to a crucifixion - and all because the Lord was willing to 
humble Himself for you and for me. This Christmas, I pray 
that each of you feels the joy of knowing that Christ is in 
your home, in your hearts, among the family and friends 
that you love, and in the simple things of life that mean 
so much to you. Christmas is a time for miracles, and 
stories that capture our hearts. But Christmas is also a 
time to remember the gift of salvation which the infant 
Jesus has brought to our lives, and to celebrate this 
precious gift with one another. Christ is the reason for 
this blessed and glorious season - May the peace and 
love of the Christ child, the real gift of this Holy Season, 
be with you always and with all those you love. God bless 
us, each and every one! Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!     

Stefan Mychajliw, 
Congratulation!!!  

Щасливого 
Нового Року 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

4:30 PM +Dmytro Ilkiwskyj (Family) 
 
 

Dec. 31: S. after Christmas (Greg.) 
Неділя Oтців (Jul.) 

10:00 АМ +Михайло Лоза (Дружина Уляна) 
 

à NEW YEAR – 2018 – НОВИЙ РІК 
St. Basil – Св. Василія (Greg.) 

Monday, January 1 Січня, Понеділок 
9:30 AM For God’s Blessing – За Боже Благ. 
 

Tuesday, January 2 Січня, Вівторок 
9:30 AM +Marusia Procyk (L. Petriwskyj) 
 

Wednesday, January 3 Січня, Середа 
9:30 AM +Ярослава Петрівська  

(Анна Мельник) 
 

Thursday, January 4 Січня, Четвер 
9:00 АM +Kataryna Staszkiw (W.  & A. Kuriy) 
 

Theophany Eve – Щедрий Вечір (Greg.) 
Friday, January 5 Січня, П’ятниця 
3:00 PM +Metr. Joseph Shmondiuk 

St. Basil Liturgy 
6:00 PM Great Compline 
 

Sat., Jan. 6: Theophany – Богояв. (Gr.) 
9:30 AM +Mytr. Constantine Bohachevsky & 
Great Water Blessing – Вел. Водосвяття 

 

4:30 PM +Anna Perhacz (Ms. Dottie Stalone) 
 

10:00 PM Велике Повечеря і 
Різдв’яна Літургія (Jul.) 

Jan. 7:  РІЗДВО Г.Н.І.Х. (Jul.) 
S. after Theophany (Greg.) 

10:00 АМ For Parishioners - За Парохіян 
 

 

Saint Nicholas Church 
Церква Св. Миколая 
(Під Опікою П.Д.М.) 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

à There will be no noon Liturgy from 
December 17. Next Noon Liturgy will be 
January 21, when we host Buffalo Mass 
Mob. Please consider joining us that day in 
great number. Thank You! ß ß ß 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

Недільні коверти приготовані.  
Просимо забрати. 

 

2018 Church Envelopes are ready  
for pick up in the church by Fillmore side. 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

Календарі приготовані. Червоні за 
Юліянським, сині за Ґригоріянським 

 

Calendars are ready. 
Red – Julian, Blue – Gregorian 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

Thank you, Fr. Ray, for preparing 
Prosphora for Christmas Eve. 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

 

Веселих Свят  
Різдва Христового 

Христос Раждається! Славімо! 
 

Eternal Light Burns for +Olga Kolotylo 
Requ. by Walter Jagodzinski 

 
 

Вічне Світло в честь П. Д. М.  горить  
За Боже Благословення 

.  
 

============================================================================= 

 
============================================================================= 

 

Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.buszkafuneralhome.com 
 

============================================================================== 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 

 DNIPRO                  ДНІПРО 
Ukrainian Cultural Center 

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 

 
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm 

Live Music first Friday every month 
Book your private party now 

 
=============================================================================== 

Ad in the bulletin 
If you want to advertise 

Your business in the bulletin 
Business card - $100 for a year. 

 

Бізнесова карточка 
$100.00 дол. – 52 рази до року. 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

 
 

=============================================================================== 

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors! 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/


 
 

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save 
money with lower rates on loans, make money with 
higher interest on your savings, and save time with 

our convenient online services! 
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 

SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE 
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS | 

MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | 
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE 

TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES | 
|NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS| 

 

ПЕРСОНАЛЬНІ ТА БІЗНЕСОВІ ФІНАНСОВІ ПОСЛУГИ 
ОЩАДНІ ТА ЧЕКОВІ РАХУНКИ | СЕРТИФІКАТИ | M.M | 

ПЕНСІЙНІ РАХУНКИ | ПОЗИКИ | КРЕДИТИ НА 
НЕРУХОМІСТЬ | ПЛАТІЖНІ КАРТКИ VISA | MONEY-

GRAM | ГРОШОВІ ПЕРЕКАЗИ | ЕЛЕКТРОННІ ПОСЛУГИ 
|ПОСЛУГИ НОТАРІУСА| ПЕРЕКЛАДИ|СТИПЕНДІЇ| 

 

Buffalo Branch 
Ukrainian Home Dnipro 

562 Genesee Street 
Buffalo  NY  14204 

(716) 847-6655 
www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Amherst Branch 
Ellicott Creek Plaza 

2882 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Amherst  NY  14228 

(716) 799-8385 
www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Business Hours 
Closed Wednesdays, 
Зачинені по середах 

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday 
 | 9:30 am - 5 pm |  

Пон., вівторок, четвер 
Friday / П'ятниця 
| 9:30 am - 7 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  

Business Hours 
Closed Mondays, 

Зачинені по понеділках 
Tuesday - Thursday  

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | 
З вівторка по четвер 

Friday / П'ятниця  
| 9:30 am - 6 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  
Membership subject to eligibility.  Federally insured by NCUA. 

 

Щоб довідатися більше інформацій про це що 
дієтьая в громаді, Просимо відвідати веб-сторінку. 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
 

Is the the web-page to find More information and 
events In our Ukrainian Community. 

 
 

Аre you listening to "Good Samaritan" 
Ukr. Radio Program оn WJJL 1440 AM 
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?  

Thank you for your donations! 
We welcome your comments. 

 

* * * 
Чи ви слухаєте нашу радіо передачу 
«Милосердний Самар'янин» 

Неділя, 2 год. на WJJL 1440 AM? 
Сердечно дякуємо за пожертви! 

 

Please include our Church 
in your charitable donations! 

* * * 
Просимо підтрумувати Рідну Церкву 

талантами, часом і пожертвами.  
 

Cell Phones - Мобільні Телєфони: 
 

Please turn off or silence your cell phone 
before entering the church. Thank you! 

* * * 
Просимо вилучувати ваші мобільні 

телєфони підчас Святої Літургії. 
  
 

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS 
 

N.N (I.G) – $1,000.00 
Marta Pereyma – $500.00 

Anna Makuch – $100.00 
 

Thank you for your Generosity! 
 

=============================================================================== 

The Ukrainian American Youth Association  
of Buffalo, New York  

Lesia Ukrainka Branch 
is pleased to announce their annual 

 
 

Ukrainian New Year’s 
M A L A N K A  2 0 1 8 

 

Saturday, January 13, 2018 
 

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO” 
562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204 

 

Come one come all to a night of great music, dancing, 
food & friends!! 

 

MUSIC provided by “Pawuk Bros” of Rochester 
 

Tickets sales starting December 1, 2017 
$40 per person – adult / $75 per couple 

Students (ages 13-20) $30 
 

Includes: All Night Buffet 
 

For More Information, Questions, Tickets & Reservations 
Please contact: 

 

Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051 
Euro Deli (716) 630-0130 

 

The Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior is a 
Smoke-Free Environment. 

 

The New York State Liquor Control Authority Strictly 
Prohibits the Bringing in of Any Outside Alcoholic 

Beverages 
= = = 

ОСЕРЕДОК СУМ 
ім. ЛЕСІ УКРАЇНКИ  в Бофало Н.Й. 

Влаштовує 
 
 

ТРАДИЦІЙНУ МАЛАНКУ 2018 
 

в суботу 13-го січня 2018 р. 
 

В залях Українського Дому "Дніпро" 
Щиро запрошуємо Українськy громадy 

міста Бофало і околиць до участи. 

à Mark your Calendars! ß 
 

Buffalo Mass Mob XXV 
will be at Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on Sunday, January 21st, 2018 at Noon. 
 

This will be our 25th Mass Mob. We are very 
proud of reaching this number. None of what 
we have accomplished would have been 
possible without the people who come to the 
Mass Mobs. Thank you. 

An interesting part of the history is that the 
Saint Nicholas Church was originally started at 
our last Mass Mob church, Saints Peter and 
Paul Orthodox Church. 

Buffalo Mass Mob is looking forward to our 
twenty-fifth Mass Mob! We will have more 
details in the coming weeks. 

 

à Зазначіть собі цю дату ß 
 

=============================================================================== 
 

ABOUT CHURCH ENVELOPES 
 

Please remember: 
The cost per box is $6.00. If you did not 

receive a box of envelopes and would like to 
use the envelopes during the upcoming 
year, please notify the Parish Office, (Father 
Marijan or Elaine). 

If you are celebrating Christmas on the 
Julian (Old) Calendar, please use the 
CHRISTMAS 2018 found at the beginning of 
your new 2018 box of envelopes. We ask this 
because in most cases the number you had 
in 2017 is not the same as the number you 
have in 2018, and this may cause your 
donation to be entered incorrectly into the 
computer since most parishioners do not 
put their names on the envelopes. 

http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/


 
 

ART SHOW: Dianna Derhak 
January 5, 2018 in Buffalo, NY 

 

Opening from 6:00 - 9:00 pm  
at Buffalo Center for Arts and Technology  
at 1221 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209  
 

The show goes through February 2.  
 

Dianna Derhak is an American-born Fine Artist 
and Painter  
Her Fine Arts Studios and Art Gallery are 
located in a light filled industrial space where 
one hundred years ago Model T Fords were 
built.  
 

Dianna's work is inspired by the beauty of 
nature, her Ukrainian heritage and the 
landscapes of far-off places. Dianna’s current 
body of work focuses on paintings of closely 
cropped flowers including poppies, sunflowers 
and seasonals. Her paintings embody both 
abstraction and realism. Her aim is to capture a 
moment of beauty. 
 

As a painter, she works predominantly in oils 
using techniques of the Old Masters. Dianna 
builds the composition in thin layers until it 
comes to life. Her approach with acrylics is 
more experimental.  
 

Dianna is primarily self taught but studied with 
Brian Davis, Dominic Vignola and Joan Saba.   
 

Recent shows include: the Grazhda Music and 
Art Center of Green County, Buffalo Botanical 
Gardens and the Tri Main Center. 
 

Her work is part of both private and corporate 
collections. 
 

Dianna has created an exclusive line of Fine 
Arts Handbags based on her paintings and 
inspirations.  
 

Dianna's original designs are featured on 
clothing, accessories and home decor 
products and are available through other 
websites. 
 

 
"Red Hibiscus" Oil on Canvas, 16" x 20", 
© Dianna Derhak, All Rights Reserved. 

 

 
"White Poppy" Oil on Canvas, 40" x 52", 
© Dianna Derhak, All Rights Reserved. 

   
============================================================================= 

Christ is Born! Glory Him!  

Христос Раждається! Славіте Його! 
 

• KITCHEN is closed for Christmas till Jan 12. 
• Thank you for your patronage. 

Thanks are extended to all volunteers! 
 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy 
in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank 
you! 

 

Until we meet next Sunday… 
=============================================================================== 

 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church by 
purchasing Top’s 
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, 
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything 
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly. 
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take 
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or 
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and 
God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 
У нас успішно продаються Карточки з крам-

ниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помагаєте церкві. 
Для Вас не робить різниці чи ви платили 
грішми чи карточкою, але церква дістане від 
„Топс” 5%. На $1,000 церква одержить $50. Що 
б закупити слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, 
або до канцелярії. Дякуємо!  

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево. 
Інформації подавати до П’ятниці вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 

 

(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 
Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 

 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@gmail.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
 Хрещення: За домовленням  
 Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
 Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday - Субота  

Ministry to the sick – Опіка над хворима 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 

 

 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor 
 

Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó ë³÷íèö³ 
àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
  

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/


Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
Завтра вступаємо в новий 2018 рік… 
Святий Іван Золотоустий и такий спосіб вис-

ловлювався на початку Нового року. 
"Християнин повинен святкувати не в призна-

чений час, не в перший день місяця, не тільки в 
неділі, а все життя проводити в постійному свят-
куванні. А яке повинно бути воно? Про це послу-
хаймо св. апостола Павла, який говорить: «Свят-
куймо не у старій заквасці, ані у заквасці злоби й 
лукавства, а в опрісноках чистоти й правди» (І Кр. 
5,8). Якщо в тебе чисте сумління, то ти маєш пос-
тійний празник, бо наповнюєшся добрими наді-
ями й радієш очікуванням майбутнього добра. Та 
коли ти неспокійний у душі й винний у багатьох 
гріхах, то на тисячах празників і урочистостей ти 
почуватимеш себе не краще від тих, що плачуть. 
Яка мені користь зі світлого дня, коли моя душа 
покрита докорами сумління? Тож якщо ти хочеш 
мати користь з нового року, то зроби так: напри-
кінці року подякуй Богу, що Він зберіг тебе до 
цього часу; пожалкуй у своєму серці за все пога-
не, що ти зробив, полічи час свого життя і скажи 
собі сам: дні біжать, літа минають, більшу части-
ну своєї дороги я вже пройшов, а що доброго 
зробив? Чи попрощаюсь з цим світом без усякої 
чесноти? Суд перед дверми, остаток життя йде 
до старості. «Так нехай світить перед людьми ва-
ше світло, щоб вони, бачивши ваші добрі вчинки, 
прославляли вашого Отця, що на небі» (Мт. 5,16). 
Таке світло принесе тобі велику нагороду. Не 
прикрашуй вінками дверей свого дому, але веди 
таке життя, щоб одержати на свою голову від 
Спасителя вінець правди". (Пропов. на Новий 387 р.) 

Митрополит Лвівський Кир Ігор Возняк у своїй 
проповіді так каже: 

«Щира молитва означає вдячність Богу за його 
великі добродійства, котрі він виявляє нам. Рік 
має 365 днів, це - довгий період і багато людей 
протягом року відійде у вічність. Стаємо перед 
Богом, щоб просити благословення на кожен 
день цього року, бо розуміємо, що життя – це дар. 
Прожити день, а навіть годину поза Божим благо-

словенням, поза свідомістю присутності Господа 
у нашому житті, означає втрату. А закінчення року 
чи його початок, це – добра нагода, щоб погля-
нути на своє життя і внести добрі корективи. 
Щаслива людина, котра кожного дня проживає у 
мирі з Богом, далека від провини перед ним. І ми 
з вами можемо проживати у такому щасті цілий 
рік, якщо тільки цього забажаємо. Поза Богом 
щастя не існує. Хто далекий від Бога – далекий 
від правдивого щастя. Ми спостерігаємо у світі 
великі досягнення науки, медицини, техніки то-
що. Це – тішить нас. Разом з тим зростає велика 
непевність життя кожного дня через забруднення 
повітря, води, ґрунту. Роблячи поступи людина 
не завжди зважає на збалансованість у природі, 
а глядить на близькі та вигідні результати, на 
особисте збагачення, авторитет, значення у сві-
ті… А Спаситель пригадує про Царство Боже, до 
котрого кличе нас, бо воно близько у кожній 
хвилині нашого життя. Кожне слово Господнє 
збудеться, кожна йота вказана ним – викона-
ється. Ми чинимо перспективні плани на кілька 
років вперед, на найближчий рік, на день…»  

Подякуймо Господеві за всі дари, що ми їх 
одержали в цьому році, що вже проминає. Мож-
ливо не все нам подобалося, можливо ми мали 
труднощі, нестачі, може хворіли, може хтось з 
членів нашої родини, або наші приятилі постраж-
дали. Все ж таки все проминуло. Нові труднощі 
прийдуть, але з Господом ми все можемо подо-
лати. Він нас скріплює, він провадить, він нами 
опікується. Ідучи за ним ми не будемо спотика-
тися. Він нам освітлює дорогу. 

Бажаємо вам усім, щасливого нового року! Хай 
Господь благословить щастям здоровям і довго-
літтям, і щоб ми постійни йшли Його стежками, 
щоб ми завжди були іншим на услузі, щоб труд-
нощі які прийдуть привели нас до співчутливости 
з іншими, і до зрозуміння потреби Господа в 
нашому житті. Амінь! 

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ 
HAPPY & BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
Christ is born – let us glorify Him!  It is hard to believe 

this week will already mark the start of a brand New Year 
unfolding. Lord, let this year be filled with the things that 
are truly good, with the comfort of warmth in our 
relationships, with the strength to help those who need 
our compassion, and the humility and openness to accept 
help from others.  As we make our resolutions for the year 
ahead, let us go forward with great hope that all things 
can be possible - with the Lord’s help and guidance to 
lead our way.  It was Pope John XXIII who once wrote in 
his New Year’s address: “May the Lord banish from the 
hearts of all men and women whatever might endanger 
peace.  May He transform them into witnesses of truth, 
justice and love.  May He enkindle the rulers of peoples 
so that in addition to their solicitude for the proper welfare 
of their citizens, they may guarantee and defend the great 
gift of peace.  May He enkindle the wills of all so that they 
may overcome the barriers that divide, embrace the 
bonds of mutual charity, understand others, and pardon 
those who have done them wrong.  May all peoples of the 
earth become as brothers and sisters, and may the most 
longed-for peace blossom forth and reign always among 
men and women."  

On January 1st, we often think of New Year’s reso-
lutions, because celebrating the start of a new calendar 
year for many people, feels like a new beginning or 
perhaps a start to something better.  However, when we 
speak of New Year’s resolutions we should also keep in 
mind our resolve as Christians to improve our relation-
ships not only with one another - but also with God.  I am 
reminded of the third chapter in the Book of Proverbs, 
where Solomon, the son of David, begins with: “My child, 
do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your 
heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring 
you prosperity in the Lord.  Let love and faithfulness never 
leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and a good 
name in the sight of God and man.  Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge the Lord and He will make your 
paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the 
Lord and shun evil.  This will bring health to your body 
and nourishment to your spirit.  Blessed is the man or 
woman who finds wisdom and gains understanding, for 
this is more profitable than silver and yields better returns 
than gold.  By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundat-
ions, by understanding He set the heavens in place.  My 

child, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not 
let them out of your sight; they will be life for you, an 
ornament to grace your neck.  Do not withhold good from 
those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act.  Do 
not say to your neighbor, ‘Come back later; I will give it 
tomorrow,’ when you now have it with you”.  The chapter 
goes on to teach us many valuable lessons on how we 
should lead our lives in the sight of God.  And in the wake 
of this New Year, let us resolve to pay close attention and 
adherence to these principles and see just what the good 
Lord can do in our lives.   

On Catherine’s way back from work every evening, 
more often than not there would be a homeless man 
standing at the exit of the freeway.  He looked to be in his 
late 40's but was probably a lot younger. He had shoulder 
length straight black hair, a short beard, and he was of 
average stature.  His eyes were what struck her the most 
about him, they were blue, and they had a sparkle.  Like a 
beacon of light that was beaming from his soul.  His eyes, 
she thought, represented the man in general.  People say 
they can tell a lot from a person’s eyes.  It was certainly 
true in his case.  He always waved at every car, he was 
always happy and smiling, and sometimes moved in such 
a joyous way that you thought he was almost danc-
ing.  Every day after work, Catherine would remember to 
gather any spare change, and put it aside to give to him if 
she saw him standing there. A feeling of joy would come 
over her every time she saw him, as she came off the 
ramp.  He had that effect.  Catherine would quickly roll 
down her window and give him the coins. Occasionally, 
the red light would be on for a minute and they would ask 
each other about their day. His answer would always be 
the same, “I’m blessed!”.  Even though Catherine knew 
what his answer was going to be every time, she would 
still ask.  It amazed her that even in his situation of being 
homeless he was so positive, and his answer would 
remind her of how blessed she was. A single mother of 
four amazing kids, with a place to call home and with a job 
to provide for her family.  Then, on the day after New 
Year’s she was called into her boss’s office and was told 
that she might be laid off due to the economy.  A feeling 
of worry engulfed Catherine, and for the rest of that day 
all she could think of was “How am I going to provide for 
my kids, how am I going to pay rent, what am I going to 
do if I lose my job?”  Needless to say, that on her way 
home that day, Catherine was very sad and upset. She 
didn’t remember to look for her spare change and have it 
ready like she usually did.  Catherine wasn’t feeling the 



joy as she got off the ramp where the homeless man 
would be. Yet there he was as always, as she came down 
the ramp.  He set his eyes on Catherine, while still smiling 
and waving at others.  She had hoped to catch the green 
light, but she missed it.  While she was waiting for the red 
light to turn, he strolled over to her car as usual.  With a 
big smile he looked her straight in the eyes and said 
“Today, I will give you a dollar”.  He then reached into his 
pocket and pulled out a dollar bill.  Catherine was blown 
away.  She burst into tears. She wanted to jump out of her 
car and hug him!  You see that day just after the New Year, 
this man gave Catherine more than a dollar bill, he taught 
her a valuable lesson. No matter what material things are 
taken from you, no one can take away your choice to be 
happy and joyful.  The remainder of her ride home was 
smooth sailing, and even though she might be laid off and 
had no savings, Catherine knew she was blessed and that 
whatever came of this New Year, whatever challenges she 
would have to face in the months ahead, this homeless 
man had taught her a valuable lesson – to live life as you 
are always blessed.    

 One of the most comforting thoughts we have to take 
into the New Year is that Jesus loves us and cares for us.  
There is not a person upon the earth for whom He fails to 
love.  No matter where we live, regardless of who we are, 
Christ has a place for each of us in His heart.  Place is 
important to God!  The place where you are right now is 
important to God, wherever you may be: Perhaps a small 
town, a large city, or even a rural farm community.  It may 
be a city where you barely know your neighbors.  It may 
be a nursing home or even a homeless shelter, far from 
what you may consider "Home".  But, trust our Lord lives 
there and welcomes your Spirit.  For that place, wherever 
we may be, is always important to God.   May you know in 
these days just after Christmas, and before the start of the 
coming New Year, that Jesus was born so that God would 
not dwell in some far-off Kingdom, not in some distant 
place, but rather here with you and me.  Wherever we are, 
Jesus longs to be born there.  This is the Word given to 
us in the very first chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, when 
an Angel appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife", the Angel said, "For the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit, and they shall 
name Him Emmanuel", which means God is with us!  

If the New Year were something tangible, some spark of 
the divine that could speak to us, perhaps it would say: I 
am the New Year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of 
time.  I am your next chance at the art of living. I am your 

opportunity to practice what you have learned about life 
during the last twelve months. All that you sought and did 
not find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it out, 
but with more determination. All the good that you tried 
for and did not achieve is mine to grant when you have 
fewer conflicting desires. All that you dreamed but did not 
dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the faith 
that you claimed but did not have—these slumber lightly, 
waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 
I am your opportunity to renew your faith in the Lord who 
said, "Behold, I make all things new”.  St. Paul’s letter to 
the Hebrews reminds us that: “Nothing on earth can 
separate us from the love of Christ.  Not finances. Not 
disappointment. Not rejection. Not failure. Nothing.” 
(Romans 8:31-39).  As we swiftly approach the coming 
New Year, I pray that each of us will feel the joy of knowing 
that nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus.  The 
Lord is in the place we call home, in our hearts, in the 
family and friends that we hold dear, and in the simple 
things of life that mean so much to us.   

So today and throughout this coming New Year, I pray 
you have enough happiness to keep you kind.  Enough 
trials to keep you strong; Enough sorrow to keep you 
human; Enough hope to keep you happy; Enough 
weakness to keep you humble; Enough success to keep 
you thankful; Enough friends to give you comfort; 
Enough wealth to meet your needs; Enough enthusiasm 
to make you look forward to tomorrow, and enough 
determination to make each day better than the day 
before.  My brothers and sisters, as we will soon celebrate 
with our friends and family the blessing of yet another 
New Year, may the peace and love of the Christ child, the 
gift of this Holy Season, be with you always. 
 

=============================== From last Bulletin: (Photo No. 47) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. 48.  From
 the archives: Anybody you know?  З архівів. 


