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Stefan Mychajliw,
Congratulation!!!

GHURGH RULLETIN

December 31 Mpyaus - 2017
IEPKOBHUN BICHHUK

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2017

AT TWELVE 0'CLOCK

IN THE CHAMBERS OF THE ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

Hexait HoBoHapomxeHHe [IUTTA noaapye Cnokin y

- Hawi HecnokinHi cepus. 3 Hamu Bor, po3ymiinTi Hapoau.
. I nokopitbces, 60 ocb 3 Hamu Bor! 5

Xpuctoc Paxgaetbea! Cnasim Uoro!

* %k

The Christmas season is so much more then tinsel on
the trees or stockings stuffed with presents; Christmas
¥ is more about Bethlehem, and the child born in the
manger.

Al Christmas is about coming to the Church and being
(0 part of a wondrous celebration that has been remember-
" ed for over 2000 years. It is about our salvation in the

' making, about a single star that steered the wise men,
. about a carpenter who took a wife that was filled with the
y Holy Spirit. About a virgin birth, that would one day lead
" to a crucifixion - and all because the Lord was willing to
~humble Himself for you and for me. This Christmas, | pray

Rev. Fr. Robert Moreno went to visit his family in < Matthew Kelly: that each of you feels the joy of knowing that Christ is in
Puerto Rico. We wish Fr. Robert nice visit with his { PERFECTLY YOURSELF  your home, in your hearts, among the family and friends
family and a safe return home. (Discovering God’s that you love, and in the simple things of life that mean
He sent me an interesting piece of art with this Dream for You) so much to you. Christmas is a time for miracles, and

comment: It is our Christmas gift for stories that capture our hearts. But Christmas is also a

all of you. Let us read it. | time to remember the gift of salvation which the infant
guarantee that it will make Jesus has brought to our lives, and to celebrate this
us think: Who am I? What precious gift with one another. Christ is the reason for
am | here for? this blessed and glorious season - May the peace and

love of the Christ child, the real gift of this Holy Season,
LacnuBoro | Please take one!  be with you always and with all those you love. God bless

HoBsoro Poky | Mpocumo B3ATH! us, each and every one! Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The priest in the photo is our former pastor, of
Mother Cabrini parish, Rev. Fr. Eduardo
Gonzalez. He is also an artist. He crafted the
nativity set within a fruit found here in the island
called "iguera”, the u should have two dots on it
so it will be a sounding vowel. Reminded me of
our pisanky on Easter. It's a Christmas gift to my
mom and brother from him.

MATTHEW KELLY
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Saint Nicholas Church
Llepksa CB. Mukonas
(Mig Onikoto M.4.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

I'IOP A00K CB. NITYPIIN

4:30 PM +Dmytro llkiwskyj (Family)

Dec. 31: S. after Christmas (Greg.)
Heainsa Otuis (Jul.)

10:00 AM +Muxaino Jlo3a (dpyxuHa YnsHa)

> NEW YEAR - 2018 - Hosu# PIk

St. Basil — CB. Bacunisi (Greg.)
Monday, January 1 Ciyns, NoHeginok

9:30 AM For God’s Blessing - 3a boxe bnar.

Tuesday, January 2 Ciuns, BiBTOpok
9:30 AM +Marusia Procyk (L. Petriwskyj)
Wednesday, January 3 Ciuns, Cepepa
9:30 AM +flpocnasa lNeTpiBcbKa
(AHHa MenbHuK)
Thursday, January 4 Ciuna, YetBep
9:00 AM +Kataryna Staszkiw (W. & A. Kuriy)
Theophany Eve - LLleapun Bevip (Greg.)
Friday, January 5 Ciuns, M’aTHuus
3:00 PM +Metr. Joseph Shmondiuk
St. Basil Liturgy
6:00 PM Great Compline

Sat., Jan. 6: Theophany — borosB. (Gr.)

9:30 AM +Mytr. Constantine Bohachevsky &

Great Water Blessing — Ben. BogocBarTa

4:30 PM +Anna Perhacz (Ms. Dottie Stalone)

10:00 PM Benuke MoBeyeps i
Pizgg’aHa Jlitypria (Jul.)

—> There will be no noon Liturgy from
December 17. Next Noon Liturgy will be
January 21, when we host Buffalo Mass
Mob. Please consider joining us that day in
great number. Thank You! & < &

photos on facebook.com

HeginbHi KOBEPTU NPUrOTOBaHI.
Mpocumo 3abparu.

2018 Church Envelopes are ready
for pick up in the church by Fillmore side.

Kanenpapi npurotoBaHi. YepBoHi 3a
tOnisHCLKMM, CHHI 3a [ pUropiSHCHEKMM

Calendars are ready.
Red - Julian, Blue - Gregorian

Thank you, Fr. Ray, for preparing
Prosphora for Christmas Eve.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Becenux Ceat

PizaBa XpucroBoro
Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca! Cnasimo!

Jan.7: PI3ABO IN.H.LX. (Jul,)
S. after Theophany (Greg.)

Eternal Light Burns for +Olga Kolotylo
Requ. by Walter Jagodzinski

10:00 AM For Parishioners - 3a NapoxisH

Biune Cgitno B yectsb 1. [I. M. roputb
3a boxe brnarocrnoBeHHs

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, f}eweﬁy & Em ﬁroid'erl
jahawryluk@gmail.com

“~ PROFFESSIONAL €
o

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR|

(716) 578 8185

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

&3
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT Y
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKU | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NNEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch

Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

WWW.euro! I|sausage com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, J
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look

Many Varieties of:

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ Eumpean Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., o 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in dimport Plaza) = B0 Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-0130 = ) 688-1495

i [l 4

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS

N.N (1.G) - $1,000.00
Marta Pereyma - $500.00
Anna Makuch - $100.00

Thank you for your Generosity!

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Haly pagio nepedavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

The Ukrainian American Youth Association
of Buffalo, New York
Lesia Ukrainka Branch
is pleased to announce their annual

Ukrainian New Year’s
MALANKA 2018
Saturday, January 13, 2018

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”
562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204

Come one come all to a night of great music, dancing,
food & friends!!

MUSIC provided by “Pawuk Bros” of Rochester

Tickets sales starting December 1, 2017
$40 per person — adult / $75 per couple
Students (ages 13-20) $30
Includes: All Night Buffet
For More Information, Questions, Tickets & Reservations
Please contact:
Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051

Euro Deli (716) 630-0130

The Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior is a

Smoke-Free Environment.
The New York State Liquor Control Authority Strictly
Prohibits the Bringing in of Any Outside Alcoholic
Beverages

OCEPE/IOK CYM ,
im. IECI YKPAIHKY & Bodhano H.1.

BnawToBye

TPAQULIVHY MANAHKY 2018

B cy6oty 13-ro ciuns 2018 p.
B 3ansx YkpaiHcbkoro flomy "[Hinpo”
LLinpo 3anpoluyemo YkpaiHCbKy rpomaay
micta Bocpano i okonuub fo yyacTu.

—> Mark your Calendars! €<
Buffalo Mass Mob XXV

will be at Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church on Sunday, January 21st, 2018 at Noon.

This will be our 25 Mass Mob. We are very
proud of reaching this number. None of what
we have accomplished would have been
possible without the people who come to the
Mass Mobs. Thank you.

An interesting part of the history is that the
Saint Nicholas Church was originally started at
our last Mass Mob church, Saints Peter and
Paul Orthodox Church.

Buffalo Mass Mob is looking forward to our
twenty-fifth Mass Mob! We will have more
details in the coming weeks.

- 3a3HauiTb co0i Lo gaTty €

ABOUT CHURCH ENVELOPES

Please remember:

The cost per box is $6.00. If you did not
receive a box of envelopes and would like to
use the envelopes during the upcoming
year, please notify the Parish Office, (Father
Marijan or Elaine).

If you are celebrating Christmas on the
Julian (Old) Calendar, please use the
CHRISTMAS 2018 found at the beginning of
your new 2018 box of envelopes. We ask this
because in most cases the number you had
in 2017 is not the same as the number you
have in 2018, and this may cause your
donation to be entered incorrectly into the
computer since most parishioners do not
put their names on the envelopes.


http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainianfcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Recent shows include: the Grazhda Music and
Art Center of Green County, Buffalo Botanical
Gardens and the Tri Main Center.

Her work is part of both private and corporate
collections.

Dianna has created an exclusive line of Fine
Arts Handbags based on her paintings and
inspirations.

Dianna's original designs are featured on
clothing, accessories and home decor
products and are available through other
websites.

ART SHOW: Dianna Derhak
January 5, 2018 in Buffalo, NY

Opening from 6:00 - 9:00 pm
at Buffalo Center for Arts and Technology
at 1221 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209

The show goes through February 2.

Dianna Derhak is an American-born Fine Artist
and Painter

Her Fine Arts Studios and Art Gallery are
located in a light filled industrial space where
one hundred years ago Model T Fords were
built.

Dianna's work is inspired by the beauty of
nature, her Ukrainian heritage and the
landscapes of far-off places. Dianna’s current
body of work focuses on paintings of closely
cropped flowers including poppies, sunflowers
and seasonals. Her paintings embody both
abstraction and realism. Her aim is to capture a
moment of beauty.

As a painter, she works predominantly in oils
using techniques of the Old Masters. Dianna
builds the composition in thin layers until it
comes to life. Her approach with acrylics is
more experimental.

Dianna is primarily self taught but studied with
Brian Davis, Dominic Vignola and Joan Saba.

"Red Hibiscus" Oil on Canvas, 16" x 20",
© Dianna Derhak, All Rights Reserved.

"White Poppy" Oil on Canvas, 40" x 52",
© Dianna Derhak, All Rights Reserved.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBath go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Christ is Born! Glory Him!
Xpuctoc PaxgaeTtbca! Cnasite Uoro!

e KITCHEN is closed for Christmas till Jan 12.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GEATOIO MUKOAAHA

(TIA OIMIKOK MPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWELNERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www.stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT GARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by omg£§'

purchasing Top’s
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y4 BU NnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepen Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi: 3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTH CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXau MoXHa 3aKnukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

3 papia "Muaocepaunrt GamapaHun"
3aBTpa BcTynaemo B HoBui 2018 pik...

Ceatui IBaH 3onoToycTuii M Takui cnocié Buc-
noBntoBaBcsA Ha novaTtky HoBoro poky.

"XpUCTMAHNH NOBUHEH CBATKYBATU He B NPU3Ha-
YeHUW Yac, He B NepwWwnit AeHb MicsAUs, He TiNbKK B
HeAini, a Bce XUTTA NPOBOAUTM B NOCTINHOMY CBAT-
KyBaHHi. A sike noBuHHO 6yTi BoHO? Mpo ue nocny-
Xanmo cB. anoctona laBna, Akun roBoputhb: «CBAT-
KyMMO He y cTapin 3aKkBacli, aHi y 3aKBacLi 3noom i1
NyKaBCTBa, a B onpicHokax ynctoty i npasam» (I Kp.
5,8). AAkwo B TeGe YMcTe CyMNiHHA, TO TM MaewW noc-
TiIMHMA Npa3HUK, 60 HaNOBHIOELWCA JOOPUMK Hagi-
AMU W pagiew oyikyBaHHAM ManbyTHLOro aodpa. Ta
KONMM TU HECMOKIVHWIA Y AywWi N BUHHUN y BaraTbox
rpixax, To Ha TMCAYaX NPa3HUKIB i ypounmcTocTen T1
novyBaTumell cebe He Kpalue Bif TUX, WO NnavyThb.
flka MeHi KopuCTb 3i CBITNOro AHA, KONU MOS AyLla
MOKpUTa AOKOpaMu CyMAiHHA? TOX AKIWO TW Xoyel
MaTh KOpMCTb 3 HOBOTO POKY, TO 3po0M TaK: Hanpu-
KiHUi poky nogsikyn Bory, wo BiH 36epir Tebe go
LbOro Yacy; noxankyw y CBOeMy cepLii 3a Bce nora-
He, WO TW 3pOOMB, MOMIYM YaC CBOTO XUTTA i CKaXM
cobi cam: AHi bixaTb, NiTa MUHaIOTb, OiNbly YacTu-
Hy CBOEi JOpOrM A BXe NPOWLOB, a Wo fobporo
3po6uB? Yu nonpowarock 3 LUM CBITOM 6e3 ycakoi
yecHotn? Cya nepen ABepMM, OCTaTOK XKUTTA MAae
[0 cTapocrTi. «Tak Hexal CBiTUTb nepea NoabMK Ba-
e cBiTNO, W00 BOHK, 6aunBLLK BaLli 4OOPi BUMHKH,
npocnasnanu Baworo OTus, wo Ha HeGi» (MT. 5,16).
Take cBiTno npuHece ToGi Benuky Haropogy. He
npuKpaLwyn BiHKamu ABepen CBOro AoMmy, ane Beau
Take XWTTH, WOO ofepxaTu Ha CBOK roNoBy Bif
CnacuTtens BiHeub npaBau"”. (Mponos. Ha Hoswit 387 p.)

Mutpononur JiBiBcbkuit Kup Irop BosHsk y cBoin
NponoBigi TaK Kaxe:

«LWupa monuTBa 03Ha4yae BAAYHICTL bory 3a oro
BeNnuKi gobpopginctea, KOTpi BiH BUABNAE HaM. Pik
mae 365 gHiB, Ue - 4OBrui nepiod i 6arato nrogen
NpoTAroM PokKy Biginde y BiuHicTb. CTaeMo nepen
Borom, wWwo6 npocuTM ONarocnoOBEHHS Ha KOXEeH
AeHb LibOro poKy, 60 po3yMieMo, Lo XUTTA — Lie aap.
MpoxuTn geHb, a HaBiTb roauHy no3a Boxum Gnaro-

CIIOBEHHSM, N03a CBiAOMICTIO npucyTHOCTi Mocnoaa
Yy HaWOoMy XUTTi, 03Haya€ BTpaTy. A 3aKiHYEHHS POKY
4yn MOro novaTok, ue — gobpa Haroga, wob norns-
HYTW Ha CBOE XWTTA i BHeCTU [OOpi KOPEKTUBM.
LLiacnuBa noanHa, KOTpa KOXXHOrO AHA NPOXUBAE Y
mupi 3 borom, paneka Big NPoBUHK Nepes HUM. | Mu
3 BaMM MOXEMO NMpPOXWUBATW Y TaKOMy LACTi Linun
piK, AIKWO TiNbkK Uboro 3adaxaemo. Mo3a Borom
wacta He icHye. XTo aanekun Big bora — panekui
Big npaBauBoro wacta. Mu cnoctepiraemo y cBiTi
BEeNMKi JOCATHEHHA HayKu, MeAMLMHUN, TEXHIKN TO-
wo. Lle — TiwnTb Hac. Pazom 3 TUM 3pocTae Benuka
HENeBHICTb XUTTA KOXXHOro AHA Yepe3 3a0pyAHEHHS
noBiTpsA, BOAM, IpyHTY. Pobnaun noctynu nioauHa
He 3aBXAW 3BaXae Ha 36anaHCcoBaHICTb y NpMpoAi,
a rnaguTb Ha GnM3bKi Ta BUrigHI pe3ynbTaTi, Ha
ocobucrte 36arayeHHs, aBTOPUTET, 3HAYEHHA Y CBi-
Ti... A Cnacutenb npuragye npo Llapcteo boxe, oo
KOTPOro Knuye Hac, 60 BOHO ONM3bLKO Yy KOXHiK
XBUNMUWHI Haworo xuTTa. KoxHe cnosBo [ocnogHe
30ydeTbCs, KOXHA MOTa BKazaHa HUM — BUKOHa-
€TbcA. MM YMHMMO NepPCcneKTMBHI NNaHKU Ha Kinbka
pOKiB Bnepea, Ha HaWONMKYMIA PiK, HA AeHb...»

Moaskyimo MocnopeBi 3a BCi Aapu, Wo Mu ix
oAepxanu B LibOMy poLi, Wo Bxe npoMuHae. Mox-
NnMBO He Bce HaM nopobanocsi, MOXNMBO MU Manu
TPyAHOLLi, HeCcTayi, MOXe XBOPINK, MOXe XTOCb 3
YneHiB HaLWOI PoAWHM, ab0 Hali NPMATUII NOCTPaX-
panu. Bce X Takm Bce npomuHyno. Hosi TpyaHoLwi
npuiayTb, ane 3 FocnogoM My Bce MOXEMO Noao-
natu. BiH Hac ckpinntoe, BiH npoBaguTb, BiH HaMK
onikyeTbcA. layyn 3a HUM MU He Byaemo cnoTuka-
TUcs. BiH Ham ocBiTnioe gopory.

Baxaemo Bam ycim, wacnmeoro HoBoro poky! Xau
Focnogb 6narocnoBuTL WAcTAM 340POBAM i 4OBro-
niTTAM, i Wo6 MK nocTiiHu Mwnu Woro cTexkamu,
wob mu 3aBxaM Oynu iHWKUM Ha ycnysi, Wob Tpya-
HoLUi AIKi NpWIAAYTL NPUBENU Hac A0 CMiBYYTAUBOCTH
3 iHWMMmK, i po 3po3ymiHHA notpebu Mocnopa B
HawoMy XuUTTi. AMiHb!

LUACNTUBOIO HOBOI'O POKY
HAPPY & BLESSED NEW YEAR!

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is born - let us glorify Him! It is hard to believe
this week will already mark the start of a brand New Year
unfolding. Lord, let this year be filled with the things that
are truly good, with the comfort of warmth in our
relationships, with the strength to help those who need
our compassion, and the humility and openness to accept
help from others. As we make our resolutions for the year
ahead, let us go forward with great hope that all things
can be possible - with the Lord’s help and guidance to
lead our way. It was Pope John XXIIl who once wrote in
his New Year’s address: “May the Lord banish from the
hearts of all men and women whatever might endanger
peace. May He transform them into witnesses of truth,
justice and love. May He enkindle the rulers of peoples
so that in addition to their solicitude for the proper welfare
of their citizens, they may guarantee and defend the great
gift of peace. May He enkindle the wills of all so that they
may overcome the barriers that divide, embrace the
bonds of mutual charity, understand others, and pardon
those who have done them wrong. May all peoples of the
earth become as brothers and sisters, and may the most
longed-for peace blossom forth and reign always among
men and women."

On January 1st, we often think of New Year's reso-
lutions, because celebrating the start of a new calendar
year for many people, feels like a new beginning or
perhaps a start to something better. However, when we
speak of New Year’s resolutions we should also keep in
mind our resolve as Christians to improve our relation-
ships not only with one another - but also with God. | am
reminded of the third chapter in the Book of Proverbs,
where Solomon, the son of David, begins with: “My child,
do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your
heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring
you prosperity in the Lord. Let love and faithfulness never
leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good
name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge the Lord and He will make your
paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the
Lord and shun evil. This will bring health to your body
and nourishment to your spirit. Blessed is the man or
woman who finds wisdom and gains understanding, for
this is more profitable than silver and yields better returns
than gold. By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundat-
ions, by understanding He set the heavens in place. My

child, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not
let them out of your sight; they will be life for you, an
ornament to grace your neck. Do not withhold good from
those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do
not say to your neighbor, ‘Come back later; | will give it
tomorrow,” when you now have it with you”. The chapter
goes on to teach us many valuable lessons on how we
should lead our lives in the sight of God. And in the wake
of this New Year, let us resolve to pay close attention and
adherence to these principles and see just what the good
Lord can do in our lives.

On Catherine’s way back from work every evening,
more often than not there would be a homeless man
standing at the exit of the freeway. He looked to be in his
late 40's but was probably a lot younger. He had shoulder
length straight black hair, a short beard, and he was of
average stature. His eyes were what struck her the most
about him, they were blue, and they had a sparkle. Like a
beacon of light that was beaming from his soul. His eyes,
she thought, represented the man in general. People say
they can tell a lot from a person’s eyes. It was certainly
true in his case. He always waved at every car, he was
always happy and smiling, and sometimes moved in such
a joyous way that you thought he was almost danc-
ing. Every day after work, Catherine would remember to
gather any spare change, and put it aside to give to him if
she saw him standing there. A feeling of joy would come
over her every time she saw him, as she came off the
ramp. He had that effect. Catherine would quickly roll
down her window and give him the coins. Occasionally,
the red light would be on for a minute and they would ask
each other about their day. His answer would always be
the same, “I'm blessed!”. Even though Catherine knew
what his answer was going to be every time, she would
still ask. It amazed her that even in his situation of being
homeless he was so positive, and his answer would
remind her of how blessed she was. A single mother of
four amazing kids, with a place to call home and with a job
to provide for her family. Then, on the day after New
Year’s she was called into her boss’s office and was told
that she might be laid off due to the economy. A feeling
of worry engulfed Catherine, and for the rest of that day
all she could think of was “How am | going to provide for
my kids, how am | going to pay rent, what am | going to
do if | lose my job?” Needless to say, that on her way
home that day, Catherine was very sad and upset. She
didn’t remember to look for her spare change and have it
ready like she usually did. Catherine wasn’t feeling the



joy as she got off the ramp where the homeless man
would be. Yet there he was as always, as she came down
the ramp. He set his eyes on Catherine, while still smiling
and waving at others. She had hoped to catch the green
light, but she missed it. While she was waiting for the red
light to turn, he strolled over to her car as usual. With a
big smile he looked her straight in the eyes and said
“Today, | will give you a dollar”. He then reached into his
pocket and pulled out a dollar bill. Catherine was blown
away. She burst into tears. She wanted to jump out of her
carand hug him! You see that day just after the New Year,
this man gave Catherine more than a dollar bill, he taught
her a valuable lesson. No matter what material things are
taken from you, no one can take away your choice to be
happy and joyful. The remainder of her ride home was
smooth sailing, and even though she might be laid off and
had no savings, Catherine knew she was blessed and that
whatever came of this New Year, whatever challenges she
would have to face in the months ahead, this homeless
man had taught her a valuable lesson - to live life as you
are always blessed.

One of the most comforting thoughts we have to take
into the New Year is that Jesus loves us and cares for us.
There is not a person upon the earth for whom He fails to
love. No matter where we live, regardless of who we are,
Christ has a place for each of us in His heart. Place is
important to God! The place where you are right now is
important to God, wherever you may be: Perhaps a small
town, a large city, or even a rural farm community. It may
be a city where you barely know your neighbors. It may
be a nursing home or even a homeless shelter, far from
what you may consider "Home". But, trust our Lord lives
there and welcomes your Spirit. For that place, wherever
we may be, is always important to God. May you know in
these days just after Christmas, and before the start of the
coming New Year, that Jesus was born so that God would
not dwell in some far-off Kingdom, not in some distant
place, but rather here with you and me. Wherever we are,
Jesus longs to be born there. This is the Word given to
us in the very first chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, when
an Angel appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife", the Angel said, "For the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit, and they shall
name Him Emmanuel”, which means God is with us!

If the New Year were something tangible, some spark of
the divine that could speak to us, perhaps it would say: |
am the New Year. | am an unspoiled page in your book of
time. 1 am your next chance at the art of living. | am your

opportunity to practice what you have learned about life
during the last twelve months. All that you sought and did
not find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it out,
but with more determination. All the good that you tried
for and did not achieve is mine to grant when you have
fewer conflicting desires. All that you dreamed but did not
dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the faith
that you claimed but did not have—these slumber lightly,
waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose.
| am your opportunity to renew your faith in the Lord who
said, "Behold, | make all things new”. St. Paul’s letter to
the Hebrews reminds us that: “Nothing on earth can
separate us from the love of Christ. Not finances. Not
disappointment. Not rejection. Not failure. Nothing.”
(Romans 8:31-39). As we swiftly approach the coming
New Year, | pray that each of us will feel the joy of knowing
that nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus. The
Lord is in the place we call home, in our hearts, in the
family and friends that we hold dear, and in the simple
things of life that mean so much to us.

So today and throughout this coming New Year, | pray
you have enough happiness to keep you kind. Enough
trials to keep you strong; Enough sorrow to keep you
human; Enough hope to keep you happy; Enough
weakness to keep you humble; Enough success to keep
you thankful; Enough friends to give you comfort;
Enough wealth to meet your needs; Enough enthusiasm
to make you look forward to tomorrow, and enough
determination to make each day better than the day
before. My brothers and sisters, as we will soon celebrate
with our friends and family the blessing of yet another
New Year, may the peace and love of the Christ child, the
gift of this Holy Season, be with you always.
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