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* | Christening of Anna Maria Darmograi (top left)

Christening of Emilia Anna Petri (top right)

< St. Nicholas Religion classes (left

REVISIT,

photographs by LUKIA COSTEL

Solo exhibit at CEPA Galery, 617 Main St.
Opened Friday, Jan. 30.
Runs trough March 28, 2015.

Sumivska Yalynka at “Dnipro” (below
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SAINT NIGHOLAS
RAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH

(Gregorian) Sunday of Prodigal Son
(I'pecop. K.) Henins baynnoro Cuna

(Julian) Sunday of Publican & Phar.

" VEPAIHGLKA KATOAHIIEKA

EPKBA GBATOIO MHUKOAAHA

ITIA OIIKOK
MPEYNGTOI AIRH
AAPIT OAITTTPII

UNDER THE
PROTEGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD

GHURGH BULLETIN

February 1 - 2015 — 1 JIiotoro
IIEPKOBHUN BIGHHUK

(FOniancokuit) Hening Muraps i @apucest




GHURGH BULLETIN
February 1 — P11 — 1 Jiotoro
IEPKOBHHUM BRIGHUK >

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM  Dec. Members from Procyk Family:

+Muxaino, Mapis, €spokis, 'puHbKO, IBaH 10:00 p.

Codpisi (A. M. Petryshyn)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
7= (IHig Omnikoxo I1.JI.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'IA

1 Iotoro: Hepins Mutaps i ®apuces

+lpuHa Boivak (Poman)

Feb.1 S. Of Prodigal Son. - H. BnyaHoro CuHa

8 Ilrotoro: Hepina BnyaHoro CuHa

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

Encounter — CtpiTeHHs
Monday, February 2 Jltotoro, lMoHeginok
10:00 AM +Pawlo Nyznyk (Roman & Paul)
Tuesday, February 3 Jltotoro, BisTopok
9:00 AM ++o0. Teopop i CtechaHis Bapexa
(NMipa MpewmiumH)
Wednesday, February 4 INiotoro, Cepeaa
10:00 AM +Muxaino Meyw - 40 4. i naHaxupa
(cectpa Cochis [lycaHiBCbka 3 poauHOL0)
Thursday, February 5 Jltotoro, Yetaep
12:00 PM +Theodor & Ahafia Nowadly (Elaine)
Friday, February 6 Iltotoro, M’'aTH1us
8:15 AM Int. of Fr. Marijan (Eliane lwanyczko)
Sat. January 7 Iltotoro Cy6ota
9:00 AM Int. of Vera Grushetsky & whole
Grushetsky Family (Luba Hicks)
4:30 PM +Tekla Moczerniak (Family)

Feb. 8 Meat-Fare Sunday - M’siconycHa Hegins

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

The Eternal Light burns in mem. of

+Rozalia Nyznyk
Requ. by Roman & Paul W. Nyznyk

BiyHe Csitno B yectb ..M. roputhb 3a

MWUP B YKPAITHI

A At L T A S TR S TR

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTtbes! Cnasimo Woro!

A At L T A S TR S TR

10:00 p. +Onbra bacapab (49 Binain CYA)

YV VYV VYV VYV VYV Y

Valentine s Fuww Night
Fundraiser to Benefit ATO
& Ukrainian War Victims

DJ Music — Dancing - Dessert
Photos - Games & Fun
Cash Bar - Lottery Raffle
Champagne

Date: Feb 14
Time: 6:00 PM
Price $30 or 2 for $50

Info and Tickets:
716-847-1281
Euro-Deli and Gifts
Ukrainian Credit Union
info@UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Ukrainian Center DNIPRO,
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

YVV VYV VYV VYV VVVYY

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hurmak

OQWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578-8185

716-674-5185
112 DLLAWARE STREET

\ TONAWANDA, NY, 14150

g» FAX: (716) 2601254

www.redstarautomotive.com

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery
photos on facebook.com

jahawryluk@gmail.com

PHONE 893-1025

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
.
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


mailto:info@UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN Y. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATDKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, J
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: '
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage  Smoked ﬁsh
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., meny £ 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (i'u Aérpart Plaza) E \.ﬁ’{% Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
630-01 = /™ 6881495

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

We welcome your comments.

UYu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysatu PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”

IMO Mary Beth Sukmann
Debby Baron - $10.00

CTUNEHAINHA AKLIA 49-TO

BIAAINY CYA NOBIAOMIIAE,
LL|0 3 1-FO NKOTOrO 2015 POKY,
PO3MOYUHAEMO 3BIPKY HA
“CTUNEHAIMHUA ®OHA, CYA” ANS
HE3AMOXHOI MOnofl B YKPATHI.

YEKU MOXXHA BUMUCIBATH:
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL WOMENS
LEAGUE. MUHYJIOPIYHI 3BITU E Y
PE®EPEHTOK CTUNEHAIN:

3ipka AumnwmnH-banyi - 668-9504
Ta OkcaHna Cangut - 832-9331

L A A L T AR R TR e TS e

2015 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to
Ihor Pereyma, 38 Lester St.,
Buffalo, NY 14210

L At L A T TR SR
Church Directories are available on
the side of the church where you
can find the calendars.

Suggested donation - $5.00.

“The Vibrant Parish...”

Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) and Prayer

The Word of
God is the
foundation of
Christian life,
while the Holy
Eucharist is its
source and at
the same time
its culmination.
Gathered at the Divine Liturgy, the parish community
unites with its invisible head, Christ, and with all the
saints and angels, thus enacting a mystical union
between heaven and earth, between time and eternity. The
Divine Liturgy, which a duly appointed priest celebrates
in unity with and on behalf of his bishop, is also a time of
building up the Church, the body of Christ, which has our
Lord as its Head. There is no moment more precious in
our earthly life than the Divine Liturgy. That is why
Sunday, the holy Day of our Lord, should be honored by
every Christian, and participation in the Divine Liturgy
should be considered not as an obligation imposed by the
Church, which requires our obedience, but it should be
received as a gift from our Lord, who longs to encounter
us, in order to fill us with His grace and love. “We cannot
live without Sunday!” was the motto of the early
Christians of the first centuries, and they preferred a
martyr's death to agreeing under pressure from the
pagans to work on Sunday. This motto we Christians of
the 21st century must make our own, and we should
persistently guard the holiness and inviolability of the
Lord’s Day. Members of a vibrant parish also actively
participate in the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments). Regularly,
if possible even daily, they gather for the services in
praise of our Heavenly Father. They frequently go to
Confession and receive Holy Communion. In a vibrant
parish church organizations combine their activities with
common prayer, finding in it their strength and
inspiration. No less important is our private prayer —
personal and family prayer - which extends and
continues our liturgical prayer in the Church. Our
parishes, and in them our families, must again become a
school of prayer for all of our faithful.

(To be cont.)


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

3 papia " Muaocepannii Gamapanuu"

CboroaHi Hepina npo mutaps i ¢apuces. oc-
noAb Yepes NPUTHY HaBYaE€ HacC NPO MONUTBY, NpU
TOMy 3BepTaly4y yBary Ha NoKasHHSl MUTaps 3 o4-
Horo 60Ky i camoxBanb0y ¢hapuces 3 gpyroro.

MuTapiB ntoau He nro6unun. Mu BXxe 4ynu npo ue
konu po3BaxyBanu npo 3akxesi MUHYNoi HeAini.
Mutapi 30upanu nopatkm ana PumnsH, a npu
ToMy ob6ayproBanu noaen, Hannavywuum binble
HiX 6yno notpibHo, i B Takun cnocib 36aravyBa-
nucs, a B To cam yac 6iaHi ctaBanu wwe 6igHiwm-
mu. | He Byno Ao koro nitu, Wob noxanyeaTucs.
Pumnsnu He Bucnyxanu 6 ckapri Ha muTapis, 60
Ll ocTaHHi Oynu IXHIMK ypaaoBLUAMMK, AKi IM nocTa-
Yyanu rpoui, SIKUX BOHW wWyKanu. Tomy MuTapis
BBaXanu Boporamu Hapogy, fiKi OgHayu 3 Toro
cobi Hi4oro He pobunu, 60 manu nonepTa 3 60Ky
ypaay.

®apwucei HaToMicTb, Oynu NOAN BYEHi, WaHoBa-
Hi, fIKi BMinu 3aKoH, N060XHi, MoCTUNK, MONUNHK-
csl, AaBanu NOCTIMHO AUCATMHY Ha Xpam, Oynu
naTpiotamu, OQHUM CNOBOM — NPUKNaAHi 4o Hac-
nigyBaHHs. He MoxHa 6yno iM HiYoro 3akuHyTHm.

| TaKk Yyemo y eBaHrenito, NPUXoaATL A0 Xpamy
Wo0 nomonutuca - oauH hapucen i oguH MuUTap.

®apucen Bmie monutucs. lNcanbmu BiH Ha nam’-
ATb 3Hae. Lline cBATe NMCbMO y HLOTO K 3 pyKaBa.
Mo noTpebi BiH 3aunTye AKOro HeOyAb Npopoka.
Hacamnepep npurapye BiH BoroBi, xTo BiH €. “Ocb
A", kaxe, "¢hapucen; TOM WO NOCTUTL 3aBXAU
Konu Tpeba NoCTUTH; TON, WO A€ MUNIOCTUHIO | TO
Tak, Wwob iHwi 6ayunu i 3 meHe OGpanu npuknag;
TOMW, WO HIKOr0 He KpMBAUTL; TON, IO 3aBXAMN Ha-
npaBns€ iHWKUX Ha NpaBUNbHY AJopory, npura-
AyouK im ixHi npoBuHK. A xopHoi TBoei 3anoBiai
He nepectynus. [lato Ha boxe, i Tu, boxe, Biaaa-
€W MeHi 6arato, 3a wo A Tobi HeBUMOBHO AsKyH0.”
®apucen BaAYHMIA BoroBi, Wo BiH Hee, AK iHLWi, Wo
Bora He waHykTb. “[1SKyto TOGI”, NpoAOBXKYE “W0
1 Hee nopmibHMM [0 iHWMX nogen, Tah SK
HanpukKnag Ao TOro HeWwacHoro MuTaps, Wo ocCb

TaM y KyTUKy CTOiTb. BiH e HacnpaBai He noBu-
HeH OyB HaBiTb NpUIATK TyT A0 TBOro xopomy, 60
WOro NPUCYTHICTb OCKBEPHHE Lie CBATE Micue,
ane B Takoro poay ntofen Hi ctuay Hi copomy. [ins
HbOrO HeMa XXOAHOI HaAii Ha cnaciHHA. BiH HaneB-
HO NO NpaBAi OAepPXUTb Bif Tede 3acnyxeHy Kapy.
[skyto To6i 3a TBOIO cnpaBeAnuBiCcTb.”

®apuceeBi 3paeTbes, wo bor myctb 6yTH BRO-
BOJIMHMIA 3 HbOT0. A MOXe HaBiTb NOBUHEH OMY
AfKyBaTW, 00 BiH-hapucelt ige npaBUNLHUM
wnaxom. Konu 6 Bci Oynu Tak sk BiH, TO 3anaHy-
BaB OM pan Ha 3emni. BiH Bce 3Hae, Wwo cnig pobu-
TH, HiSIKOT 3MiHW XUTTA BiH He noTpebye. BiH camo-
BMCTap4anbHUM y CBOIN AyXxoBocTi. BiH aocKoHa-
nun. Hivoro Big iHWIKXX HaBYUTUCS HEe MOXe, i Xoa-
Hoi nomovi Bif Bora He noTpedye.

A muTap 6€ cebe y rpyam kaxyuu: “boxe munoc-
TUBUI, OyAb MeHi rpiluHomy.” BiH 3Hae, o He Mae
YMM XBanUTUCA, WO HiYoro godporo He 3pobmB, a
opexatn borosi, oueBugHo He byae, 60 Bor Bce
3Hae. Xau ioro im’a 6yae GnarocnoseHHe. “Harpi-
wuB 5 6arato, Mlocnoau, npoctn MeHi. Ounctu moi
rpixu.”

Ocb muTap cam BM3HaE, WO Harpiwue Gararo.
Ha koxHoMmy ntoacbnkomy cypi, 6yB 6u 3acymxe-
Hel. He TpebGa goka3syBaTu, Wo BiH rpiwHKK. Jto-
Aen kpuaumB i bora He waHyBas. | wo x. Xpuctoc
MYyCUTb WOro 3acyautu a cpapuces noxBanuTy i
BUHaropoauTu. Ta He Tak BOHO CTAETbCA, SIK Ham
Hepa3 3paeTbcsl. CamoxBanbba chapiceeBa, He
morna npunactu go Bnogobu Borosi. ®apucen
HacnpaBgi He monuBcA o bora, BiH MonuBeca Ao
cebe camoro, Beneyas cebe, noctaBuB cebe Mipu-
nom noBugiHku. [Ana Hboro Bxe i bora HenoT-
pi6Ho. | ckazaB Xpucroc. - MuTap niwos onpaspga-
HWI [o aomy, 60 BiH cebe BNOKOpPUB, BU3HAB CBOI
nporpileHHs, a He hapucel, Lo TiNbKu BMIB cebde
BeBWLLATHA, XBANMTUCA a iHWKMX NpU TOMY 3acy-
AXKyBaTK, KngaTtu B 60noTo...

“Boxe MUNOCTMBMIA, OyAb MEeHi rpiluHoMmy.
Boxe, ouncTu rpixu Moi i noMmunyin meHe”

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmaLii nopaasatu ao MN’ATHULI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e Lent starts February 16 according to Gregorian
and February 23 according to Julian Calendar.

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) 0P$

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo

06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GEATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Cy6orta - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBuHHa NOBIAOMUTY CBSILLEHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxau MOXHa 3aKNUKaTH

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

The Blessings of Homes

| will attempt to bless as many homes as
possible this year. If for some reason he
does not make it to your home and you
want your house blessed, or if you would
like a certain time of day, please let me

know.
* % %

BnarocnoBeHH [lomiB

MocTapatocs BigBiaaTh 3 6narocnoBex-
HAM gomiB. AKwo He Oyay y Bac a xoTinm
ou, wo 6 A npunwos, abo € npodnema va-
Cy Yepe3 npauo — NPOCMMO AaTh 3HATH i
nocraparocs NPU1TK y BiaNOBIAHWI Yac.

The Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate cordially invite you to St.
Mary’s Villa, on Sunday, February 8t as
we celebrate the Year of Consecrated
Life as declared by Pope Francis. We
encourage you to “Come and See” and
visit with the Sisters Servants for an
afternoon. The Open House is from
11:00 am — 4:00 pm. The address is 150
Sisters Servants Lane, Sloatsburg, NY
10974. A schedule of the day is posted.
If you would like to join us or have any
questions regarding this day, please call
Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840 or email at
srkath25@gmail.com by February 2,
2015. We would like to plan accordingly
for the number people attending the
Divine Liturgy and lunch.

Most Reverend Edward
Michael Grosz, son of
the late Joseph and
Helen Grosz, was born
on February 16, 1945.
He was ordained a
bishop on February 2,
1990. Today, February 1

he celebrates 25th Anni-

versary. In 1987, Bishop

Grosz became the official liaison between the

Diocese of Buffalo and the Ukrainian Byzantine

Catholic Community of Buffalo. He received bi-ritual

faculties from Rome giving him the ability to minister

in Ukrainian Byzantine parishes on occasion. Ad

Multos Annos. Happy Many Years.

Ha Muoras i bnaras Jlita, Bnaguko Egsapge!

~
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My Ukraine photography exhibit

As | Wake, | Cry:  Revisiting Ukraine weaves
together recent travel photos to Ukraine with
family photos and cultural artifacts to reveal the
emotional story of one artist’s road to cultural
identification. This work is dedicated to the
‘Celestial 100’ who died at Euromaidan, the grow-
ing number of dead, wounded, and displaced, the
many illegal prisoners of war, and the people of
Russia - all suffering the effects of the illegal and
undeclared Russian war in Ukraine.

Please join artist Lukia Costello in her solo
exhibition at CEPA Gallery titled 'As | Wake, | Cry -
Revisiting Ukraine".

The show opened Friday January 30th 7-10 pm and
runs through March 28th 2015. CEPA Gallery is
located at 617 Main St. Buffalo, NY 14203

A portion of all sales will be donated in the name
of Maria and Vasyl Sywenkyj to benefit the Ukrainian
Freedom fund as administered through Ukr. Federal
Credit Union @ Dnipro.

http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-
revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

The Church gives us another example today,
about repentance in order to help prepare us for
Great Lent. The Parable of the Prodigal Son in
today’s Gospel reading according to St. Luke is most
beautiful. Jesus tells us this parable to remind us of
God the Father, to entreat us to believe that regard-
less of our circumstances, in spite of our sinfulness,
there is someone who loves us, someone who will
gladly embraces us, someone who desires to bring
us home - and that someone is our Heavenly Father.
Jesus tells us this parable of a young, rebellious
man who demands his inheritance money from his
father. A father who is old - and an \_\&\
egocentric son who it seems —y
cannot wait for him to die. But soon P‘
afterwards, we are told how this ",
young man wasted his inheritance
on a foolish lifestyle; how his bad
choices catch up with him and he
then finds himself desperately
hungry, and forced to eat scraps |
which even the swine have left
behind. Humbled and ashamed, he
practices his apologies and tries to
think of the best way to go home
and face his father. The father in
today’s Gospel did not go in search
of the younger son. The son had to
make the decision himself to come
back, “I will arise and go to my father” (Luke 15:18).
That is a decision we all have to make at one time or
another, to eventually leave behind our sinful
desires and return to God, our Father. We can all
remember times when we made poor choices and
needed to figure out how to make things right again.
But the greeting this young man was expecting was
nothing like the one he received. “While he was still
a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him” (Luke 15:20).

\
.
\,‘ -1
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Of all the scenarios this man had played out in his
head, this was the most unlikely one he expected,
and yet it is the one that God is willing to give to each
of us, in spite of our mistakes. | remember a time
when | was just a youngster and broke my grand-
mother’s favorite vase, a beautiful hand-crafted vase
that has been passed down through the family for
years. It was priceless and | was utterly foolish.
While playing with my favorite red bouncing ball in
my grandparents’ house, something that | was told
not to do, | accidentally ricochet the ball off my foot
and struck the table, which knocked over the vase
before | could catch it. | immediately felt sick to my
stomach; | had done something that
I could not take back and | wondered
how | would tell my grandmother.
When she walked in the door from
the garden, | even hid under the bed,
trying to think of what to say. |finally
came out from under the bedspread
sobbing, grandma saw what | had
. done, | can still see the broken vase
in her hand, and then she did the
most unexpected thing - she opened
her arms and hugged me tight as she
wiped away my tears. Between sobs
| told her how sorry | was and | even
offered to give her my favorite red

&%ﬁ bouncing ball in exchange, but then

she simply held me tighter, and told
me it would be our little secret when grandpa came
home. In spite of my poor choice, my careless
actions, | knew my grandmother always loved me,
and she taught me a great deal about love and
forgiveness that day — a lesson | shall never forget
but surely hope | keep extending to others
throughout my life.

The parable of the Prodigal Son is a beautiful story
of what Jesus depicts the love of our Heavenly
Father to be - such unconditional love and under-
standing, such generosity and concern, such
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complete and unceasing forgiveness, and so much
more. This parable strikes deep within our hearts,
because we all have the same need as the Prodigal
Son, we all have this overwhelming desire, this
heartfelt longing to be loved - and ultimately to
receive our Heavenly Father's Love.

There is no doubt in my mind that this prodigal son
felt loved and treasured once again in his father’s
embrace. Just as my grandmother made me feel
loved, and | am sure we can all think of many such
persons in life who have given us this same
unconditional love which comes from God the
Father: our parents, grandparents, children,
spouses, and friends. And now picture in your mind
how you felt when after you failed at something,
when after you were selfish or thoughtless, one of
your loved ones was there to embrace you and love
you - just like this prodigal son. Love is a choice,
and when we choose to allow God’s love to work
through us, we no longer feel unclean and we are no
longer unworthy, because God has made us comp-
lete and perfect in His image and love. And that my
friends - is the greatest comfort in our hour of need.
No one knows us better than God does, the One who
made us. Psalm 139 says it best: “Lord, You know
when | sit down and when I rise up; you understand
my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path and
my lying down, and are intimately acquainted with all
my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it all”. And yet God, who
knows our sinful nature which we hide from others,
loves us at a depth we cannot even begin to fathom.
Our Father is out there searching for you and for me,
reaching out to us with grace and understanding,
because like the father in today’s Gospel reading, He
is waiting to welcome us home, patiently waiting for
us to take His hand and be embraced for all Eternity.
How much more then should we - as imperfect
people - reach out to those who are in need of our
love, accepting them for who they are with steadfast
assurance and understanding?

Shelly was a waitress at a home-style restaurant
on the weekends. It was a small community, but
everyone knew each other. One day, as she was
finishing her shift, she saw a young man sitting in
her section with a cup of coffee, in front of him, and
he had no menu. He looked to be about nineteen or
twenty. He looked very exhausted and weathered by
many hardships that Shelly knew nothing about. He
was not from around her town, and Shelly had no
idea of the drugs, sex, and frivolity that had run his
life rampant and into the ground, she only knew he
was a young man who seemed to be in need. He was
dressed in tattered clothes with several obvious
body piercing. When Shelly asked him if he wanted
anything, other than the coffee she had poured him,
he told her that he just came in to get out of the cold.
He said he did not have the money to pay for the
coffee so he had not touched it. Shelly told him to
enjoy his coffee, as she would buy it for him. She
then made a statement, out loud, more to herself,
that she should hope if ever she did not have the
money for a cup of coffee, someone would see fit to
buy her a cup as well. Others had overheard their
conversation and a little later, when Shelly came
back to check on the young man, she saw that he
was crying. She went over to him and asked if he
was all right? He said that the people, who had been
sitting at the next table, bought him a meal on their
way out. Then another couple came over to him and
asked him if he had a place to stay, and even gave
him their address. He continued and said that a
gentleman, a couple of booths over, offered him a
job washing cars at a garage. He said when he woke
up this morning; he had decided that this was to be
his last day on earth. He was going to end it all. He
had squandered all the money he ever had, he had
betrayed everyone who loved him; committing awful
offenses for which he was not proud of and could
not take back. He went on to say that recently times
had become very hard. He said he had nowhere to
turn. But now - he had a job, a place to stay, and a

warm meal in his stomach. All this unfolded
because he took a chance to come in, out of the cold,
and was brave enough to admit that he had no
money, admit that he made mistakes. Shelly had no
idea that the young man was so down on his luck,
but days later he returned to the restaurant to thank
Shelly, smiling because he had taken that job,
relieved because he had a safe place to stay, and
grateful for the second chance he was given in life.
This is the spirit of Lent. The whole journey
toward Easter can become our own if we are able to
stand in examination of our lives, see how far we
have brought ourselves from the life God intends for
us, and then long, truly long to return to our true
home. The Father gives His inheritance to His son;
He stands watch for the return of His lost child; His
forgiveness is so swift and so great that the wayward
son cannot even finish his pleas for mercy before the
Father has embraced his return. He rejoices, above
due measure, when the lost is once again found. The
Father's love is active, attentive, and unconditional.
Yet the parable teaches us also of ourselves. We
know from the moment today’s Gospel begins, that
the Prodigal Son represents all of humanity, and that
Jesus tells the story of our own sinfulness and error.
Eventually, we must all come to that place, when in
the stark reality of our sinful lives we realize, much
like the Prodigal Son, that “All to no purpose have |
left my true home”. The Church tells us what God
will do. He shows us, as a loving Father, He will take
us in His arms, and will put the ring upon our finger.
That is the image of God, which is within man. My
brothers and sisters, we have all sinned, and we
have all squandered the riches of God. But just like
the Prodigal Son was given another chance, and in
these days before our Great Lent, we need to be
reminded of the chance that God has given to us -
the chance to be saved through the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus -
the constant opportunity to love and be loved.
Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!

Thoughts on Forgiveness

“Forgive us our sins, for we too forgive all who do
as wrong.” (Lk. 11, 4)

“Forgive as the wrong we have done, as we
forgive those who wronge us.” (Mt. 6, 12)

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcus-
able because God has forgiven the inexcusable in
you.” (C.S. Lewis)

"The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the
attribute of the strong.” (Mahatma Gandhi)

“Forgiveness is the answer to the child’s dream
of a miracle by which what is broken is made whole
again, what is soiled is made clean again.”

(Dag Hammarskjold)

“Let us forgive each other — only then will we live
in peace.” (Leo Tolstoy)

“To err is human, to forgive, divine.” (A. Pope)

“Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet
sheds on the heel that has crushed it.” (Mark Twain)

“I think that if God forgives us we must forgive
ourselves. Otherwise, it is almost like setting up our-
selves as a higher tribunal than Him.” (C.S. Lewis)

“Forgiveness is the name of love practiced among
people who love poorly. The hard truth is that all
people love poorly. We need to forgive and be
forgiven every day, every hour increasingly. That is
the great work of love among the fellowship of the
weak that is the human family.” (Henri J.M. Nouwen)

“To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive
means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith means
believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping
when everything seems hopeless.” (G.K. Chesterton)

“An eye for an eye, and the whole world would be
blind.” (Kahlil Gibran)

Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Col. 3, 13)


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4837.Henri_J_M_Nouwen
http://christianity.about.com/od/verseoftheday/qt/verseday86.htm

