STATEMENT ON THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE RUSSIAN FULL-SCALE INVASION OF UKRAINE
February 23, 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

What can be said on the fourth anniversary of the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine, after 12 years of war,
in a winter where the aggressor seeks to use Mother Nature as an accomplice in state-sponsored terrorism? This
winter, the harshest in years, has been deliberately exploited to break the spirit of a nation—men and women, military
and civilians, grandparents, parents, and children—standing for freedom, justice, democracy, and God-given human
dignity. It is a war against the people. The genocidal intent is manifest.

Russia has systematically targeted Ukraine's social and spiritual infrastructure. At least 2,881 attacks on
healthcare have been documented, affecting medical personnel, hospitals and clinics, ambulances, and medical
warehouses across the country. 4,048 educational institutions have been damaged and 408 destroyed, affecting
millions of children. More than 600 churches and places of worship, representing various denominations, have been
damaged or leveled. Everywhere Russian occupation has taken hold, the Ukrainian Catholic Church has been
banned, and all religious confessions except the Moscow Patriarchate are persecuted. Tens of thousands of children
have been abducted and deported to Russia. Civilian prisoners, including clergy, are mercilessly tortured.

Despite countless deaths and millions of casualties, the people of God resist, trust, and pray. They stand and
fight evil and tyranny to live and witness to the truth.

In a world that Pope Benedict described as living under the dictatorship of relativism, where seemingly
everything is up for sale and relationships or principles are reduced to deals or transactions, Ukrainians assert: this
is not the will of God! There is a difference between good and evil, between truth and lies. For this difference they
are sacrificing their lives in behalf of all of humanity.

Despite it all, they live with gratitude. First, to God.

And to all people who help.

They thank Americans and all people of goodwill throughout the world for their prayers. Prayers move
mountains. We may not know the name of the person whose life was saved because of our prayer, but people in
Ukraine call out: "Thank you for praying."

They are grateful to all who stay informed, who counter disinformation, and who advocate for justice, a truly just
peace.

Ukrainians also thank all who stand in partnership with them, because the help offered is not charity to the poor
or a handout to the desperate. It is solidarity — true partnership with those who are paying the ultimate price for
global freedom, for global human dignity, for global justice.

On behalf of Ukrainians in Ukraine and Ukrainian Catholics in the United States, we thank you for praying, for
staying informed and advocating, and for your partnership.

In their name, we ask that you continue until God's truth prevails.

It will.

Our faith and our hope are in the Lord.

Praised be His holy name.

1 Borys Gudziak
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

T Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford

T Benedict Aleksiychuk
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Nicholas in Chicago

T Bohdan Danylo
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma
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R Monurea cs. €dpema CupuHa (+373)

lFocnoam i Bnaguko XutTa moro, gyxa
niHMBCTBA, HeabanocTu, BnacTontoo's i
MyCTOCNOB'A BiMXNHU Bif MeHe. (NOKJ1iH)

[lyxa ynctoTun, noKopu, TepnesIuBoCTH i
no6oBu aan MeHi cny3i TBOEMY. (NOKJTIH)

Tak, Focnoam uapto, gan MeHi 6a4ynTn
NPOBUHN MOI, i He oCcyaXXyBaTHh OpaTta
MO0 Hi cecTpu Mo€i, 60 TM GnarocnoseH

O Lord and Master of my life, Take away
from me the will to be lazy and to be sad,
the desire to get ahead of other people,
to boast and brag. (Profound bow)

Give me instead, a pure and humble
spirit, the will to be patient with other
people and to love them. (Profound bow)

Let me realize my own mistakes, and
keep me from judging the things other
people do. For you are blessed, now
and forever, Amen. (Profound bow)

M OPNON H O ITIToO

Donation to St. Nicholas
Walter Lytvyn - $250.00
Susan Vennari - $200.00
Oksana Wisniewski - $100.00
David Hanitz - $50.00

Special Appeal
IMO Myron Grassman
Irene Grassman - $50.00
IMO Maria Federczyk
Luba Joven - $50.00
Peter & Olga Pucak - $50.00
IMO Kami Callahan
Peter & Olga Pucak - $50.00

Roof Fund
Joan Liskiewicz - $200.00
Nadia Marc - $100.00
Igor & Lyubomyra
Nazaruk - $25.00
Thank you for donations!
[akyemo 3a noxepTsu!




GHURGH BULLETIN St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church / Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com £R ~"-

March.1 ~ m: 1 Bepests uepkl_?’a CB.ﬂTOFO Mukonas Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate annas o
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4 30 PM +Han a Kurlak - 'REA i ik Lrs Wexler Friedman LLp 4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043
qst Anynlvers ary (famlly) ; pYSA N I(A WO R I(S H O p Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | Nenlpg:ig%ronto Area | Washington, D.C. 822;1:{2.2:;;?::99-}:“ Tog2s.0n1 @
ot s r jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
1 Gepe3Hﬂ: 1 H. BeﬂVlKorO HOCTY ST ifida, ALY for i pysanka WOkahOp on \ Prior results dgtr:co):ngega/:adrzlteeglglgi%wilaroutcome‘ / Low):dHa""a'com m"

. 4st Saturday March 7th, 2026
TR L U SR G (G LT at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Church,

10:00 AM +Mapis ®egepuuk (HONOBIK 3 POAUHOI) 308 Fillmore Ave, Buffalo NY 14206 KARYCZAK’S

Monday, March 2 6epe3sHs, noHeginok from10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. AUTOMOTIVE
10:30 AM +Paul & Helen Nowadly (80t Wedding Anniv.) 995 ABBOTT ROAD  BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

PRIESTLY RETREAT — CBSLUEHWYI PEKOnekyii e Workshop is limited B  cow ST RS NSRS

PHONE 893-1025

-

Friday, March 6 Gepe3Hs, n’aTHUUA 1r:r(1)i1n€rrpl3rrf1l c;tg : ?stf;) years mll TRANSMlSSIozorgjﬁng:EEEé;?}E%gEgE : : Fusani &
12:00 PM Presanctified gifts — Mpexaeocs. Qapu h Lok ilb . BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES - Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
T r Wor S op Wi e 5 e MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS
Sorokousty - CopokoycTu led by Master Pysanka
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Saturday, March 7 6epe3Hs, cy6oTa e [tens Grassmann
9:00 AM For Parishioners - 3a I'Iapome ; 9 5F/’7X4 08 897.8895  AskForTOM Blzjis’a:i LGEI\’l\lEsEE ST.
4:30 PM +Patricia Geleckyj - REA The Workshop costs $40 per person 822-1574  825- - SRR

(Geleckyj family) and includes an egg, written
8 6epe3nst: 2 H. Benukoro Mocty ESLTE . instructions and the supplies necessary _ Proud'to' Support . Wilhdiniia B, Kimisczks
March 8: 2n Sunday of Great Lent to make a pysanka. Please call Irene St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church Janine R. Klimeczko

directly to register: (585)259-8488.
Registration closes on March 1, 2026.
Irene is "egg-cited" to share the tradition
of writing pysankas with you!

Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

(Pietszak §Q>

Funeral Home

10:00 AM +lBaH apacumuyk (apyxuHa)

«PigHa wkona » 3anpoluye

yCiX 0XO0YUX Ha CBATO, NpUCBAYEHe

e On our Annual Parish Meeting the.re
XYLOXHUKa Ta reHisi yKPaiHCbKoi were 25 of us. Thank you for attendlng.
e en lapaca lllesuenia Deacon David Wik and Bill Serediuk continue

B ilrce y nonini.8 to be our Trustees for this year. God Bless! Buszka Funeral Home www.Pietszak.com  (716) 897-2400

6epesHs, 0 12:00 y 3ani uepkeu . ; ;
T Ha Hawmx Piunux 3aranbHux 36opuax _63,111(_) e Director P etede- St;‘ihOWSkl o
et 3275 Elmwood Avenue, 25 OC.|6. .U,FleeMo 3a y"laCTb. My)Kl AOBlp i 5C 1nt0n_Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 1 Continuing o Tradition of
Kehmore pani 6 AYTb ANSIKOH .U,aBVIFI Bik i Bacunb (716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com ; )
YAyTb Al Another location at: thoughtful Personalized Service
Cepeﬂl'OK. Xan rOCI'IO,U,b 6narocnoButhb! 2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, one block North of Clinton.
- - — New spacious location, fresh and modern facility. On
BiuHe cBiTno roputb 3a Mup B YKpaiHi site Chapel is separated from large viewing rooms. 806 Clinton St. 2400 William St.
Eternal Light burns for peace in Ukraine . Lower level has ?nefw calfé plus a reception hall Buffalo, 14210 Cheektowaga, 14206
or family use.
Pray for victory and peace in Ukraine! " .
’ Eternal Light Honoring Mother of God :
' i inil : : ) CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHcopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!
lomonimcs 3a nepemory i Mup B YkpaiHi! burns for Special Intention (Maria Petryshyn) PA A y P P
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Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

(716) 628-7882
(716) 309-2772
uscheidle@verizon.net
www.marykay.com/uscheidle

Contact me for a complimentary facial

Uxkrainian M. YipaiHcbka

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OELEPANBHA KPEAMTHA CITKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with

lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on your

savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NMEPCOHATTbHI TA BIBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCIYTU
OLAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTUOIKATU | MM |
NEHCINHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEAUTA HA

HEPYXOMICTb | MINATDKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |

rPOLUOBI MEPEKASW | ENEKTPOHHITIOCIYTU
[MOCNYTW HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAQN|ICTUMEHAI|

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW. eurodellsausage com

+3 For All( Your Old World Favorite Products, Jl}st .
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:

Bologna  Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage ¢ Smoked Fish
European Beer * Kefir/Butter  Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ® Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

gm 2321 Millersport Hwy.

------- A1) Amherst (Getzville Plaz 2a)

4166 Union Rd., m
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) i W
688-1495

630-0130 )

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR |

(716) 578-8185

112 DLLAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, NY; 14150

FAX: {716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Ambherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www_.ukrainianfcu.org

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3aynHeHi no noHeAinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumHeHi no cepepnax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

[9:30 am -5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
[oH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBEP 3 BiBTOpKaA Mo YeTBEP
Friday / M'atHuys Friday / M'atHuus
[9:30 am - 6 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cybota Saturday / Cybota
|9am-1pm| [9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
[MigTpumante Baw HapogHum [Lim

1 HEQINA BENUKOI 0 NOCTY

Cooropni MNepwa Hegina Benukoro Mocty, sika Hasu-
BaeTbcA TakoX Hepineto TopxectBa lpaBocnas’s. Mpo
fIke npaBocnas’s TyT WaeTbea? CnoBo «npaBocnas’s»
(rpeubkoto «opTOAOKCIAA») O3HAaYae iCTUHHY Bipy i npas-
avee BLI.IaHyBaHHﬂ lFocnopa Bora. Tox MoBa TyT He npo
npaBocnae’a Ak npotuBary Katonuubkin Llepxsl a npo
npaBocnas’si, ike Oyno cninbHUM gna uinoi
XpucToBoi LlepkBu ax po ii poskony 3a .
npaBniHHA natpiapxa Kepynapia B XI  /
cronitti. MpaBocnas’s, ke BwaHoBye |
HUHIWHA HeAins, ue npasocnae’si Bce- |
NEeHCbKOo-KaTonuubke, BU3HaHe BCiEH |
Xpuctosoio Llepksolo nepwmx BikiB y
6opoTL6i npoTM epeci ikoHoGopcTBa.
Tomy Hepins [lpaBocnae’s - ue TOp-
xectBo uinoi Liepkeu: CxigHoi i 3axigHoi, ue
papicHe CBATKYBaHHA OCTaTOYHOI MepemMorun Hag ikOHO-
60pCTBOM Ta iHWMMM EpecsMU.

Heginto TopxecTBa [paBocnaB’s BCTaHOBMB | Haka3aB
wopiyHo ceaTkyBat CobGop y KoHctaHTuHOnoni 842
poky. MeTa Liboro cBfiTa — NPUNOAHO 1 YPOUMCTO BiaaaTu
yecTb i MOkNiH cBATUM ikoHaM Icyca Xpucra, MpeumncToi
Disu Mapii Ta cBATUX. OCKinbKu nepiue TOpKeCcTBO NpaBo-
cnae’a nicna ocypy ikoHobopcTBa Bigbynoca y nepuwy
Hepinto nocty 842 poky, To LA HeAinA A0 CLOFOAHI 3anu-
Wwmnaca aHeM BLIAHYBaHHS CBATUX iKOH, Xo4a came Top-
XecTBO He Mae Hiyoro cninbHoro 3 Bennukum noctom.

BaHyBaHH CBATUX iKOH Ta MOKMOHIHHS CBATUM
mowam - BU3HayHa puca CxigHux LiepkoB. XpuctoBa
LlepkBa BOHMHI 3a0X0uye Hac MaTh BAOMA CBATI iKOHM,
HOCWTK HarpyaHi XpecTuKiB Y meganbnoHu. Taka Tpagu-
Lis NpWNIOAHOTO i NPUBATHOrO NOLAHYBAHHA CBATMX
ikoH y CxigHin LiepkBi TpuBana ax Ao naHyBaHHSA Bi3aH-
Tincekoro wicaps Jlesa lll IcaBpis (717-741). Nig BnnmBom
paBox enuckoniB 3 Manoi Asii BiH 3acyauB no4uTaHHA
CBATUX iKOH, Ha3BaBWM Lie iAONONOKMNOHCTBOM. CBOK
6opoTL0y JleB Il po3noyaB 3 Hakaly npubpatu ikOHY
Icyca Xpucra 3 6pamu ioro nanartu, a Bigrak, y 730 poui,
BUAAB LiCapCbKWiA AeKPeT, AIKUM 3a00POHNB MOUYUTaHHA
CBATUX iKOH Yy Ljinii aepxasi. Llei AokyMeHT cTaB novar-
KOM [OBroi, 3aB34T0i, 60NiCHOI Ta KPOBONPONUTHOI 60-
poOTLOM NpPOTU CBATUX iKOH, Ha3BaHOi iIKOHOGOPCTBOM.
[ekpeT HakasyBaB YCiNnsKo 3HWLIYBaTW CBATI iKOHW, a
iXHiX 060pOHLB YB’I3HIOBATK, BiANPaBNATM Ha 3aCNaHHSA
i nippaBaTu mykam. Matpispx FepmaH | (713-730) He xoTiB
nignucyBaTu 3ragaHuwii Licapcbkuin pekpeTt, 3a wWwo 6yB
YCYHYTUIA 3 nocagu, a Moro Micue nociB MapioHeTKOBMIA
AHacraci# (730-754). Pumcbki nanm (Tpuropin Il (715-731),
a notim Tpuropin Il (731-741) nuwyTb A0 UicapsA npo-

L

TECTHi NUCTM | Ha PUMCBLKMUX CUHOZAX OCYIKYHOTb O0POTh-
Oy NpoTH iKOH.

Micns cmeprti JleBa Il ioro cuH, uicap KoctaHTUH V
Konponim (741-775), npopoBxye cnpaBy 6aTbka, i 3aknu-
Kae LiepkBy ypsaoBO 3aCyuTH NOYUTAHHSA CBATUX iKOH. Y
754 poui y KoHcTaHTMHONONI BiH CKNMKaB €NMCKONCLKUM
coﬁop, AKUN Nif WOro TMCKOM BMAAE TaKy 3a00pOHy.

BiliHa i3 ikoHoGopcTBOM TpMBana, i3 HeBenu-
. KMMK NnepepBamMi, Maixe COTHIO NiT. |, BpewwTi,
)\ [03BiN Ha NOYMTaHHA CBATUX IKOH NPUXOAUTL
3a Yacy npaBniHHA LicapeBoi IpuHu, ika y 784
| poui ycyHyna 3 ypagy ikoHo6opus-naTpisipxa
=« [MaBna, a Ha Woro Micue Hakasana npu3Ha-
yutK Tapacis (784-806) Came BiH, pa3om i3
uicapeBoto IpuHoto 11 Anoctonbcbkorw Cto-
¥ nuuew y 787 p. cknukaB cobop y Hikei. Lien
cobop Bigomuin y Liepksi sik Cbomuii BceneHcbkui
Cobop, Aikui 32 OCHOBY [0 CBOrO JOrMaTUYHOTO PillieHHA
040 CBATHX iKOH ONMPAETLCA Ha BYeHHS ceaToro MoaHa
OamackuHa (k. 675-749), Benukoro Gorocnosa CxigHoi
Liepkeu. Cobop BUpa3HO NigKPeCntoe PisHULEO MiX noyu-
TaHHAM (agopauieto, 3 rpeLbKOKoI «naTpis»), ke CToCy-
€TbCA Tinbku ogHoro Mocnoga Bora, i mix novecTtio #
NowWaHoK (rpeubkoto «aynisi»), AKy BipAaemo Boropo-
Auui, aHrenam i cBATum. Cobop HaBuaE, WO CBATI iIKOHU —
e TiNbK1 BUAWMI CUMBONU HeBUANMMUX OCib, AKMM Bipgaa-
€MO noyecTb. MoynTaroum cBATI iKOHW, MM HE NOYUTAEMO
nanepy, NONOTHa 4Yv AepeBa, 3 AKMX BOHM 3pobneHi, a
nvile BigAAEMO 300paxeHUM Ha HUX ocobam. MounTaHHsA
cBATUX ikoH Cobop cTaBUTL HapiBHi i3 nounTaHHAM CBS-
TOro EBaHrenis, xpecTa i MOLei CBATMX.

Ha nouatky IX cropitTa, 3a uicaps JleBa V BipmeHuHa
(813-820), posnouuHaeTbCcA ueproBe nepecnigyBaHHA
CBATMX iKOH, fike TpuBae ax Ao 842 poky. Toai uicapeBa
Teogopa Ao3BONAE NOYMTATM CBATI iKOHW W ycyBae
ikoHobopuoro natpiapxa Woana VII, a Ha ioro Mmicue
npusHavyae Metopis | (842-846). Matpisapx Metogint |, wo
3a3HaB roHiHb i MyK 3a CBSATI iKOHW, Bigpa3y cknukae go
KoHcTaHTMHONONS CUHOZ, IKUM Y)KE OCTaTOYHO NOBEepTaE
NoOYMTaHHA CBATUX iKOH. LIt KiHLieBY nepemory, 3HaHy K
«Tpiymd npaBocnas’a», Hawa LiepkBa wWopiyHo 3rapye y
Hepinto MNpaBocnas’s.

o Benukux o6OPOHLIB CBATUX iKOH HanexaTb narpi-
apx FepmaH |, cBaTMit Moan [lamackuH, cBATWiA AHApIil
Kputcbkun (T 767), ceatmit Teogop Ctyaut (759-826) i
narpiapx Metogin I.

Oyx GorocnyxeHnHa Hegini lMpaBocnas’s - ue Ayx
pagocTy, nepemMoru, TOpXKeCTBa Ta NOYECTH i NOLAHN A0
CBATUX iKOH.

(3a kHu20t0 0. KOniaHa Kampis «[isHal ceili 06psd»)




Glory to Jesus Christ!

The last two Spiritual Works of Mercy are to Comfort the
Afflicted and to Pray for the Living and the Dead.

By comforting the afflicted we show compassion to
those who are going through some type of hardship. Saint
Paul in his 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians writes, “Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction.”
(2nd Corinthians 1:3-4) My understanding of that verse is
that by using our own past experiences we can try to bring
comfort to those who may be going through a similar
difficulty. Before doing that, | think it is important for us
to understand that every person is different, and everyone
deals with their own problems in their own ways. We need
to remember that the Lord is also very much present with
those who are suffering, it is he who will ultimately bring
the help and healing needed. Jesus Christ has called
those who mourn blessed and says that they will be
comforted. (Matthew 5:4) Simply being present is
probably more important than trying to offer advice or
provide a solution to whatever the problem may be. If you
are asked how you made it through a similar difficulty let
the person know what worked for you and if you felt the
Lord guiding you it might be helpful to explain how you
relied on His presence. Prayer is also something we can
do to help comfort the afflicted even if the suffering
person is not a believer. We have no idea how the Lord
will work in that person's life, but our faith tells us that he
will not abandon anyone in need.

Praying for the Living and the Dead leads us to the last
Spiritual Work. When we pray for others, we are practicing
intercessory prayer. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches “Prayer of intercession consists in
asking on behalf of another. It knows no boundaries and
extends to one’s enemies.” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2647)

Privately, we can bring the needs of those who have

asked us to pray for them or those for whom we should |

pray before the Lord. | mentioned in the last paragraph
that prayer is something we can do even if we are not
asked to do so. We can always pray in our hearts for the
afflicted throughout the world, even for people we don’t
know.

One thing to keep in mind is that if we do tell someone
we will pray for them, we need to make sure we don’t
forget to do that. It can be easy to think that one person's
prayers won’t matter, but the reality is one simple prayer
can greatly help the person we are praying for, often in
ways we don’t know.

Another way to pray for the living and the dead is to
offer Liturgies for the Health and Salvation of those who
are living and in need. For those who have died, we offer
Liturgies asking the Lord to show His mercy by granting
them a place in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayer is a way of allowing our Lord to be active in our
lives. Our Lord knows what our needs are before we ever
ask Him, but He still wants us to ask. Praying for the living
and the dead is something we can also try to incorporate
into our daily prayer rule. It helps us to put the needs of
others before our own. By doing that, we also come closer
to Christ. (Deacon David)

Sunday, March 29"
Tlam-5pm

at Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Ave. Cheektowaga, NY 14227

PIEROGI EASTER FEST

AID For UKRAINE Fundraiser
Potato, Cheese & Kraut Pierogi

e Cabbage Rolls e Sauerkraut & Sausage

e Borscht o Easter Bread (paska)
e Cakes & Cookies o Basket Raffle
e Shish Kebobs e Ukrainian Souvenirs

(Dine-In or Take-Out |

Pre-order To-Go Cabbage Rolls & Pierogi - Text to 716-324-6625

www.UkrainiansofBuffalo.com/fundraiser2026 IOk 21y
Make checks payable to: Aid for Ukraine UFCU ; - =]
Account # 1101037710 c/o Ukrainian Federal Credit Union o S
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 =

www. PayPaI com/fund raiser/charity/1438034

_—
; by .
b —)
g L. <

N, . K. -
Sponsored by Buffalo Area Ukrainian Churches and Organizations

We prepare varenyky on Saturday:
March 14th, 8 am - 1 pm

Ninumo BapeHukmn y cyooTty
14 Gepesns, 8:00 - 13:00
Mpocumo npuntk i gonomortu!
Please come and extend helping hand!

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED

Check with us later — Things might change.
» Thank you for your help and patronage!
» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Thursday evening.
IEPK. BIGHHK Buaactbcs TMXHEBO.
IHchopmaLii npocumo noagaBaTu Jo YeTBepra.

SAINT NICHOLAS
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUII LKA TEPKBA
GBATOIO MHEKOAAHA
(TIIA OMIKOIO MPEYHGTOI
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

1st Sunday of Lent
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FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

How do each of us respond to the call of Christ?

In today's Gospel reading, St. John is telling us about
the "call of the disciple" Nathaniel. When Phillip told him
of Christ, he simply replied, "Can there be anything of
good that comes out of Nazareth?" |ask your heart today,
is Nathaniel's response much like our own at times? Do
we discount people because of such external difficulties?
Nazareth was not a desirable place, but does the Lord not
invite each of us to His Kingdom... from our own humble
beginnings on earth? Nathaniel had no idea of whom he
was speaking about, and he even inquires how Jesus
would know of him. But to Nathaniel's credit, it requires
him very little time to realize who Jesus represents. His
exclamation is brief but reveals the true acceptance of his
heart and faith, when he calls Christ, "rabbi," meaning
"great teacher". There are many awesome discoveries to
be made, when we are willing to exercise a complete
surrender of our faith. Nathaniel did not realize the
journey that he was about to begin. He did not know he
would see Jesus preach great messages, heal the sick,
and raise the dead. And after meeting Christ, Nathaniel
probably wondered how he could witness and even be a
part of something as extraordinary as Christ's earthly
ministry. Today, we too, should wonder how a great and
mighty God could make use of us. How can each of us
become a benefit to His service? Perhaps we may feel
unworthy of God's blessings and benefits, but surely we
must never doubt what God will do for us.

Every time we read this Gospel's lesson, one phrase in
particular should keep calling to us, as it focuses on our
Lord's invitation... not only to a group of men some two-
thousand years ago, but also God's invitation to you and
me. "Come and see".. a phrase of great joy and
enthusiasm, an invitation Phillip first reveals to Nathaniel,
"Come and see!" Such simple words, but what do they
mean for you and me this afternoon? The Lord has called
and invited each of us to. "Come and see." Perhaps you
have come by listening today, or by sharing with others in
Sunday Liturgy. Perhaps you have come because some
need flows through you. But you have come... and now,
what do you see? What has Christ revealed to you about
your own life? What have your struggles with illness,
relationships, or faith revealed to you? What joys and
triumphs of faith and life have you known? Where has the
Lord led you, and have you been willing to follow Him? |
have no doubt that Christ's own disciples experienced
such questions and were faced with such misunder-
standing by others. But they persevered no less, and
even when the disciples went to SEE, what the Lord

revealed to them... they had COME to accept a journey,
that would require the rest of their lives! Their looking
took them all the way to the death of Christ and
beyond. Their looking took them through suffering they
could barely handle, and through great joys they hoped
would never end. Their looking did not let them escape
this life... but rather immersed them among a deeper
understanding and faith. Each of us has COME, by how
we choose to serve the Lord. But what are we led to
SEE? Jesus showed His disciples that He was affected
by the lives of those around Him. He showed them tears
and laughter. He even grieved at the death of
friends. Jesus experienced our hurt and suffering, and
perhaps He wished that life could be different... but He
revealed on our behalf, tears that spoke of a greater JOY
to come. The knowledge that we will one day be with Him
and touch the Face of God. What do you see through
Christ? God, who was born and lived. God, who was
willing to die for us and be resurrected. None of us is
perfect! We were born to stumble and fall, we make
mistakes throughout our lives, and we may even become
sick and struggle with illness. But let us never fail to hear
the calling of Christ within our own lives... let us never fail
to "Come and See"!

Perhaps you have a story of how everything changed
for you in a moment, of a time when you clearly saw God's
intent in your life. Why are you and | here today? We are
here because someone once said to us, what Philip spoke
to Nathaniel, "Come and See." Perhaps when you were
only a tiny infant, your parents brought you to the
baptismal font and in that way acted out the meaning of
those words. Perhaps you became a member of our faith,
because a friend or neighbor invited you to "come and
see". This invitation is a life-long process. God is still
working miracles in our lives everyday. God is still
answering prayer and using us in wonderful ways... ways
that even we may never know! | am reminded of a woman
walking down the street, who came upon an urchin child
dressed in rags. The poor girl was frail and covered with
dirt, but her eyes were the brightest and most beautiful
this woman had ever seen. As the woman passed around
the corner, the little girl gave her the most beautiful
smile. This touched the woman deeply. So deeply that
she looked up to Heaven and said, "God, how could you
allow this to happen? Why don't you come down here and
do something to help?" To which a voice from Heaven
replied. "I already have, my child. | made YOU!" God
made each of us for a very special purpose. We may not
see clearly or follow perfectly, but trust the Lord is always
inviting us to "COME and SEE"! (“G.S.” Ukr.R.Pr.)

In Memoriam! Biynas Mam’aTb!

YnokoiBca B Mocnopai Ce. Mam.
+PomaH KoBanuk
(3. XII. 1949 - 25. 11. 2026)

+Roman “Ray” Kowalyk
(December 3, 1949 - February 25, 2026)

On the morning of February 25, 2026, Roman “Ray”
Kowalyk, age 76, of Cheektowaga, New York, departed
this world, leaving behind a lifetime of memories,
devotion, and exemplary service.

Ray was the beloved husband of 52 years to Christine
“Cooper” Kowalyk; cherished father of Adam (Carrie)
Kowalyk and Ashley (Stefan) Mychajliw; and immensely
proud Dido (grandfather) to Maksym, Emeryk, and
Victoria Mychajliw; dear brother of Andrew (Linda)
Kowalyk and the late Walter Kowalyk. He was the proud
American Father to Andy Kokhanovsky, and is survived
by many loving nieces, nephews & friends alike.

Of 100% Ukrainian descent, Ray was born in 1949 in a
labor camp in Neu-Ulm, Germany. In 1950, he immigrated
to the United States aboard a military ship with his family,
where he later became a proud American citizen.

In his youth, Ray was an active member of the CYM
Ukrainian-American Youth Association in Buffalo, where
he danced and played both the trumpet and violin. He
remained a lifelong member of CYM Buffalo, devout
catholic at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, and
the Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center. He was also a
devoted member of the Organization for the Defense of
Four Freedoms for Ukraine (ODFFU), OUN, and the
Ukrainian-American Sportsman Club.

Professionally, Ray built a respected career in the
horticulture field, serving in leadership roles before
founding his own company, Trident Landscapes &
Consulting. Known to many as “The Plant Dr.,” Ray was
the trusted expert for any vegetation concern or advice
and took great pride in designing beautiful landscapes for
countless homes and families.

In 2014, during the Euromaidan Revolution in Ukraine,
Ray felt called to fulfill a promise he had made to his
parents — for Ukraine to never fall into the hands of a
communist regime. With passion and conviction, he led
efforts to directly support Ukrainian soldiers on the front
lines and women’s and children’s hospitals, coordinating
the delivery of medical supplies, clothing, and essential
materials. Working alongside dedicated professionals
across the East Coast and supported by generous donors
who shared his love & efforts for Ukraine, Ray selflessly
served for 13 years, living out his promise to his parents
through action, faith, sacrifice and love. For his
successful efforts, he received many proclamations and
medals for the highest civilian honor from Ykpaina.

Above all, Ray loved his family, his friends and being
Ukrainian. He found joy in gardening, listening to
Ukrainian music, (especially with Pops), cheering on the
Buffalo Sabres and Buffalo Bills, and spending restful, yet
exciting days fishing. His most enjoyable fishing outings
were spent with Myron and Roman Prystajko.

Calling hours will be held on Friday, February 27, from
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM, with Eulogy given by Adam Kowalyk
& Panachyda Service by Fr. Marijan beginning @ 7:00 PM,
at New Comer Funeral Home, 5090 Transit Road, Depew,
NY 14043. A Mass/Church Service will take place at 10:00
AM at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 308
Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14206. The funeral will be
livestreamed on the church’s YouTube page for all who
loved Ray across America and Ukraine to view.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations
be made to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church for
their roof fund.

BiyHa nam’sitb — Everlasting Memory — Roman.

Cnasa YkpaiHi! (Glory to Ukraine!)

leposm cnasa! (To the heroes-glory!)

We extend our sympathy to the
family and friends of late Roman!
May he rest with the Lord in peace!

PoauHi i apy3am nokiHoro PomaHa
Cknapgaemo Hawwi wupi cniyyTTs!
Xan nomy 6yae Biynas Mam’atb!
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Poman Kosanuk — Biaganuil uneH ykpaiHcbkoi rpoMaau Ta akTuBHWA yyacHuk aisnsHocTi CYM Baddano,
UCCA Ta Opratizauii YkpaiHcekux HauioHanicTis. BiH Takox € ropamm YneHom [JHINpoBCHKOro yKpaiHCbKoro
KYNbTYPHOrO UeHTpy, Ae BiH BaraTo pokis Lefpo npucesYysas Caill vac CNYXIHHIO rpomMagi. MNoro AaBHA
BIAAAHICTb ryMaHITapHUM Ta KynbTyPHUM 3yCUNNAM Mana 3HayHuil BNnvBe Ha YKkpaiHy Ta ii Hapoga, 3okpema
Ha NOpaHeHNX yKkpaiHCbKUX CONAATIB Ta UMBINbHUX OCI6, NocTpaxaanux Bia BiltHW.

PomaH__noqe}B niaTPUMyBaTK yKpaiHCbKy apmito nig yac MaiigaHy 2014 poky B Knesi, nicnss BToprHeHHs Pocii

B YKpaiHy, i NpOJoBXye L0 XKUTTEBO BaXnmMBy poboTy AoHuHI. Mpautotoun pasom 3 goktopom Muxainom

Ca_MOTOBKOEO, MeTpom MeTpuwnHUM Ta nokiiHuMm FOpiem MpewmiumHum, PomaH fonomaras koopauHysaTu

36ip NOXepTByBaHbL MEANYHMX MaTepianis 3 kniHiku Knienexaa s Oraito. Lli maTepianu Oynu nepeseseHi [0

Egc&%ﬁg:, Ae IX peTenbHO opraxisyBanu Ta ynakysanu nepes Bianpaskoro 40 YKpaiHW 3a 4ONOMOrow HOpist
s.

3aBpgsiku LM KONEKTUBHIM 3ycunnsm PomaH AoNoMIr 4OCTaBUTM KPUTUYHO BaXN1BY Me4MYHY 4ONOMOrY f10
Kuesa, micta [JHinpo Ta HaskonuLIHix perioHis. MeTpo Takox i3aue A0 Ykpainu, Wwob ocobucTo KOHTpOnoBaTn
nocrtayaHHsa Ta KoOpANHyBaTH A4ii 3 micuesumMy kyp'epamu, 3abesneuyytoun gocrasky TOBapiB 4O NikapeHb Ta
npmd)pOHT_Owa_paﬁomB, A€ BOHY Bynu HainbinbLL TepMiHOBO NOTPIGHI. PoBSoTa Pomana BinoGpaxae rnnboke
NOYyTTS BIANOBIAANLHOCTI NEPeA CBOEK CriaALLMHO0 Ta rpomMazaoto. Moro BiLAAHICTb, CNIBYYTTS Ta HEBNWHHE
BOMNOHTEPCTBO € NPUKNafoM CUnu yKpaiHCbKoi Aiacnopu Ta NOTY>XXHOCTI rymaHiTapHo';' AiANbHOCTI Ha Micuax

3 ornsigy Ha Te, wo Apyr KoBanuk fOBro criyxus i npo, i

1 , : AOBXYE CNyXuUTW cnpasi cBo6oaun Ykpainu T 7
nposig CLUA, 3a nopagoto Ta pekomeHaaLlisiMm 06n1acHoro npos 4 by
Wil poeoay Badbdano, HaropoguTh iioro FpamoToro
Bin imeHi TepHoBoro nposoay CLUA

Hectop

Cnasa YkpaiHi - Ii Feposim Biuna Cnasa

Tepenouii 1poBin AMepHKH

Certificate of Merit

Roman Kowalyk is a dedicated member of the Ukrainian community and an active
participant in CYM Buffalo, UCCA, and the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists. He is
also a proud member of the Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center, where he spent many years
generously volunteering his time in service to the community. His longstanding
commitment to humanitarian and cultural efforts has made a meaningfulimpact on
Ukraine and its people, particularly wounded Ukrainian soldiers and civilians affected by

war.

Roman began supporting the Ukrainian army during the 2014 Maidan in Kyiv, following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and he has continued this vital work to the present day.
Working alongside Dr. Michael Samotowka, Peter Petryshyn, and the late Yuri
Hreshchyshyn, Roman helped coordinate the collection of donated medical supplies from
the Cleveland Clinic in Ohio. These supplies were transported to Buffalo, where they were
carefully organized and packed before being shipped to Ukraine with the assistance of Yuri

Darmograi.

Through these collective efforts, Roman has helped deliver critical medical aid to Kyiv, the
city of Dnipro, and surrounding regions. Peter also traveled to Ukraine to personally follow
up on shipments and coordinate with local couriers, ensuring that supplies reached
hospitals and frontline areas where they were most urgently needed.

Roman’s work reflects a deep sense of responsibility to his heritage and community. His
dedication, compassion, and tireless volunteerism exemplify the strength of the Ukrainian

diaspora and the power of grassroots humanitarian action.

Glory to Ukraine — Eternal Glory to the Heroes!



