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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
(ITixg Omnikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

25 XoBTHs: 21 Hegins no 3. C.. flyxa

October 25, 22 S. aft. Pent. - 22 H. no 3C[

NO LITURGY at NOON

Monday, October 26 XXoBTHs, [oHeginok
9:30 AM +Bacunb LLusax
(Irop T'ine)
Tuesday, October 27 XXoBTHs, BiBTOpPOK
8:15AM +Orysia Pereyma
(Family)
Wednesday, October 28 XXoBTHs, BiBTOpOK
8:15 AM +Nathanael L. & +Norma DuBois
(Ed & Hazel DuBois)
Thursday, October 29 XoBTHS, BisTOpOK
8:15 AM +Rose Valenti - 9t Anniv.
Friday, October 30 XXoBTHs, BiBTOpOK
8:15 AM +Charles & Mary Maxim
(Peter)
Saturday October 31 XXoBTHs, Cy6oTa
10:00 AM +Joan Rybczynski — 40 d & Pan.
(Mary Ann DuBois)
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

10:00 p. +OmensiH byna (PoguHa)

1 Jluctonaga: 22 Hepina no 3. Ce. flyxa

10:00 p. 3a lMpocanaBy Cnyru boxoro Mutpo-
nonuta AHgpes LLlentuybkoro
(Manaxupa 3a nonArnmx
3a Bonto Ykpaiuu — [nacr)
CesitouyHun Anens Mo CB. Jlityprii
He BiabyAeTbCA 3 ornsAAy Ha Te, Wo
LiepKOBHA 3ans e He A0 YXUTKY.

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540
Alexander Arutuman

716-674-5185
112 DULAW

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery ' ; TONAWANDA, NY il
photos on facebook.com ; % WWW. redstarautomotlve.com

jahawryluk@gmail.com

November 1, 23 S. aft. Pent. - 23 H. no 3C[]

12:00 +Anthony & Anna Ettipio
(Anne Ettipio)

BiyHe Csitno B yects M.0.M.
ropuThb 3a MUp B YKpaiHi

Eternal Lights burns
For the Peace in Ukraine

‘Depicanion ceremony 2019

- Washington, D.C. -

Friday, November 6 Saturday, November 7 Sunday, Movember 8
TrM. 2 p.M. 2 pP.m.
Exhibit Opening/Reception Dedlcatlon Ceremony Concert
0 A.m. - 7 P.M. Exhibit

HOLODOMOR

UKRAINE GENOCIDE
1932-33

(\, PHONE 893-1025 Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin

Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
Oy
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkraInIaN 2. YkpaiHcbKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OEJIEPATIbHA KPEIUTHA CTIUTKA
Federally insured by NCUA www.rufcu.org 877-968-7828

Our New Branch in Amherst is

NOW OPEN
ELLICOTT CREEK PLAZA
2882 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD
AMHERST, NY 14228
716.799.8385
Visit us Tuesday through Saturday for all your
financial needs.
BingiganTe Hawwy HoBy ginito 3 BiBTOpKa no
cyboTy ans BCix Bawwx ¢iHaHCOBMX NOTPeb.

AMHERST BRANCH BUSINESS HOURS:
(Closed Mondays | 3aunHeHi No noHepdinkax)
Tuesday — Thursday | 3 BiBTOpKa N0 YeTBEP
|9:30 am -5 pm |
Friday | 9:30 am - 6 pm | [TaTtHuuA
Saturday | 9 am -1 pm | Cybota

Our existing branch on GENESEE STREET
will remain open; however, we will be
CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS starting JULY 1.
®inis Ha GENESEE STREET 6yae 3AYUHEHA
MO CEPELAX, nounHatoum 3 1 JIUMHA.
BUFFALO BRANCH BUSINESS HOURS:
(Closed Wednesday | 3aunHei no cepefax)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
MoHeginok, BiBTopok, YeTBep
Friday | 9:30 am - 7 pm | [I'aTHMuA
Saturday | 9 am -1 pm | Cy6orta

LLlo6 posigaTucs 6inbuwe iHdopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW, eurodehsau

For Al of Your Old World Favorite
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of; :
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage * Smoked Fzsh

Smoked Satmages » Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade) -
Polish Hams * Caviar * Kvas Drink # Cheese

4166 Union Rd,, 2T 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (fx Airort Plazo m&l el %ﬁf Amherst (Getzoille Plaza)
6300130 i) QD " 6gg. 1495

EumpamBeer' Keﬁr,fﬂuﬁer ¢ Condiments » Plerﬁg1 (Homemade} - Many Varieties

. Eumpean Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Yu Bu cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHnH»
Heping, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsaKyeMo 3a noxepTawm!

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
TenechoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

LUC SUNDAY
The League of Ukrainian Catholics celebrates
LUC Sunday on October 25, 2015. Liturgy is
at Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Niagara Falls, NY at 9:30AM. Dinner follows
the Liturgy at the Four Points by Sheraton,
Niagara Falls.

God Bless all members of LUC. If you wish to
know what LUC does or how to become a
member, please talk to the pastor or
Elaine Nowadly, the president of LUC.

Relig. Education 2015 — Peniris

As the 2015-16 school year begins, we
would like to inform parents of the dates of
Religious Education classes for the
upcoming school year. We hope that
children enrolled in our program will make
the commitment T.A.A.C.:

To Attend All classes

St. Nicholas Religious Education Classes
will run from 9:00AM until 12:30PM on the
following Saturdays:

1. Saturday, October 24, 2015
(This one was cancelled.)
Saturday, November 21, 2015
Saturday, January 23, 2016
Saturday, February 20, 2016
Saturday, March 19, 2016
Saturday, April 23, 2016
Saturday, May 14, 2016

Children enrolled in the Solemn
Communion class will also be required
to attend weekly Monday evening
classes beginning in March 2016.
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or visit www.ucef.org

For more info call 1-800-599-3671

A NEW GENERATION
FoRANEW UKRAINE!
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BJIATOAIVHI BEHKE
HA NIATPAM
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http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

BnaxeHHiwun CeATocnas:
«Y LepkBi € kinbka 3acapg, AKi He
NignAralTb NMTAHHIO AeLeHTpanisauii»

Cnpasw Bipu i Mopani He MOXYyTb OYTW AeLeHT-
panizoBaHi. KoxHa okpema LiepkoBHa cninbHoTa B
TiN YK iHWIN KpaiHi He MOXe MaTh CBOK OKpemy
BipYy 4¥ CBOIO OKpeMy Moparnb. Take nepeKoHaHHs
BucnosuB Oteub i MnaBa YKL BnaxeHHiwwni
Ceatocnas B iHTepB’to Pagio Butkany, KomeHTyto-
yu cnosa lManu ®paHumcka Npo geueHTpanisawito

y Uepksi.

® W
UKRINFO

BnaxeHHiwui CBAAITOCNaB MOSICHUB, WO KOMMK
Ceatiwuni OTeub roBopuB Npo AeueTpanisauito,
TO MaB Ha yBa3i HeOOXigHICTb PO3BUTKY CMHO-
panbHocti LepkBu. «CeaTiwun OTteub rapHo
03BYYMB, WO O3Haya€ cuHopanbHicTb Llepksu.
BiH cka3as, wo [ana He € noHaa Llepksoto, wWwo
LlepkBa — ue Boxwuii niog. Mpo cebe BiH cka3as: A
€ OXpeleHni cepen OXpeLieHUX, i € EnMcKon
cepep eNUCKONiB, fl € HACTYNHUK anocTtona leTpa,
enuckon Puma - Toi LlepkBu, fika ronosye Hap
ycima LepkBamu B niobosi. Mapal, ue Ayxe
uikaBun obpa3, AkuW HamanioBaB CBATIWMKA
Oteupb. | roBOpsAYM Npo HEOOXiAHICTbL TaKoi AeLieH-
Tpanisauii, HamaraBcsl NigKPecnUTU BeNuKy Big-
noBifanbHiCTb MicLUeBMX €NUCKONIB i MicueBuX
€nuckoncbknx KoHdepeHuin 3a xutTa Llepksu B
TiN YK iHWIN KpaiHi», — 3a3HaumB MNpeacTosTens.

3a 1oro cnosamu, KOn1 roBOpUMo Npo AeLieH-
Tpanisauito B LlepkBi, To BapTo BXUTU CnoBO
3A0poBy AeueHTpanizauito. Ha nepekoHaHHs
FnaBu YIKL, € kinbka 3acag, siki He niansralTb
NUTaHHIO AeueHTpanisauii.

«Hannepuwe, - BBaxae BiH, — He MOXe nignaraTu
AeueHTpanisauii BipoBYeHHs i Mopanb. Cnpasu
BipU i Mopani He MOXyTb OyTH JeLieHTpani3oBaHi.
MooamnHOKi LiepKOBHI CNiNbHOTM B NEBHIN KpaiHi
He MOXYTb MaTh BRacHy Bipy 4u ocobnuBy Mo-
panb. O3HaKow KaTonuubKocTi Liepkeu € Te, Wo B
LifioMy CBIiTi BOHa O4HaKOBO HaBYa€, OAHAKOBO
BUKOHYye Boxi 3anoBiai i ogHakoBo cBATKye CBATI
TaiHcTBa. AkOM Le Oyno AeueHTpanizoBaHo, TO
LlepkBa BTpaTMna 6 cBOK Ayxe NUTOMY O3HaKy
kaTonuubkocTi. TyT, MOXNUBO, Oyno neBHe Heno-
PO3YMiHHS, HaBiTb Y CBITCbKUX MeAia, OCKiNbKM
MUTaHHA NpO AeueHTpanisauilo npo3Byvano B
koHTekcTi lMancbkoro CuHoay npo B4YeHHs Liepksu
o0 NOAPYNKA i CiM'iy.

Takox, npogoBxus lpeacrostens, € wWe ABa
acnekTu LepKoBHOro ByTTA, ki MaloTb 6yTH 36e-
pexeHi ana Bciei Liepkau. Lle nutanus Jityprii,
30Kkpema, konu naetbea npo JlatuHebky Liepksy.
Tak camo, konu MoBa 1ae NpPoO LEPKOBHE 3aKo-
HOAABCTBO, fIKe ¥ CBOI OCHOBI Ma€ 6yTU €AMHUM
Aana Beiei LlepkBu, BMKNOYa0uM, WO Ti YW iHWiI
KpaiHW MOXyTb MaTu CBOi MicLieBi 3BKvai, — Lie Te,
WO MK y CBOEMY NpaBi Ha3uBaEMO NapTUKynsp-
HUM NpaBoOM.

«ToX, rapato, KpoK Ao AeLieHTpanisaLii mae 0yTu
Hacamnepes Kpokom Ceatiworo Otua i
AnoctonbcbKkoi Ctonmuui A0 NOBHOTM XKUTTSA
CxigHux Katonuubkux LlepkoB. | 5 cnopisatocs,
Wo Taka cuMHOfanbHa popora Oyae UikaBow i
kopucHoww ana  Katonuubkoi  LlepkBu», -
nipcymyBas bnaxeHHiwun CesiTocnas.

MoBHWIA TEKCT iHTEPB’I0 YnTanTe TyT:

news.ugcc.ualinterview
[OenaptamenT iHdopmauii YIKL|

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is closed until further notice.

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all who helped!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall will not take place because of flood
we had in the Church Hall!

Untill we meet next Sunday...

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) ops

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobuUThb pi3HULI Y1 BU nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

W WEVETR stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www_stnbuffalo.com

http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Cyb6ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMUTM CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxaM MOXHa 3aKNUKaTK

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
http://news.ugcc.ua/go/aHR0cDovL25ld3MudWdjYy51YS9pbnRlcnZpZXcvZ2xhdmFfdWdrdHNfc3ByYXZpX3YlRDElOTZyaV8lRDElOTZfbW9yYWwlRDElOTZfbmVfbW96aHV0X2J1dGlfZGV0c2VudHJhbCVEMSU5NnpvdmFuJUQxJTk2Xzc1MTA5Lmh0bWw=

«Mwu BucTosnu, 60 Hawa HebecHa
MaTu HenopyLwHO CTOITb Y

I10Kp0BCbKiI7I MOJIUTBI»

Mu He onyckaemo HawwMx pyK nepen BUKNU-
kamu cboropeHHs, 6o lMpeuncra [lisa He onyc-
Kae CBOIX pyK, MOKpMBaKO4n Hac cBOiM oModho-
pom. Mpo ue ckasaB 14 xoBTHA BnaxeHHiwwnn
CeartocnaB nig 4ac Jlityprii B kannuui bnaro-
BileHHA Papio BaTtukaHy 3 Harogu npasHuka
Mokposwu MNpecsaToi boropoauui.

«4 3anucaB Tebe B cebe Ha JONOHSAXY, — Kaxe
locnoab y npopoka Icai.

CboroaHi, ckazaB bnaxeHHiwun CeATocnas,
MK 6a4uMo, Wo TMMKU Boxnmm fonoHsAMK, AKi €
3HaKoMm BiYHOI nam’ati bora npo Bcix Hac, €
ponoHi flin Mapii. «KoxeH, XTo BAMBNAETLCA B
noctatb OpaHTi Codii KniBcbKoi, He MOXe He
3ayBaXuTW, WO TyT ii AONOHI, 3BepHeHi B
monuTBi Ao bora, € Yomycb HenponopuinHoO Be-
nukumu. MabyTb, cTapoaaBHii XyAOXKHMK, AKUIA
BMKNaAaB Lit0 3HaMEeHUTY MO3aiKy, XOTiB Lie pa3
npuragati Ham HeMponopuiiHy HasiTb [0
Haworo ysaBneHHA boxy nam’aTb Npo KOXHOro 3
Hac Ta HeyCTaHHYy MONUTBY 3acTynHUUTBa boro-
matepi 3a nmoa KuiBcbkoi [lepxaBu», — 3ay-
Baxus lpeacroatens.

MepeuncniorouM AWBOBWXKHI  3aCTYNHULTBA
Boropoauui 3a pi3Hi Hapoaw, AKi BigoMi Ham,
NPONOBIAHUK BiA3Ha4MB, WO i «CMBOronoBUA
Kunis mae cBoe gyxoBHe nepeaaHHs npo Nokpos
Boropoauui». «BoHO cTBepaxye, - Kaxe
BnaxeHHiwnk CeAToCcnas, — WO AOKN CTOITb
OpanTa y Codii, AOKM BOHA HEYCTaHHO TPUMae
B MONUTBI NigHeceHHi o bora cBoi 4onoHi, fo-
Tv OyAe CTOATM LA KHSKA CTONMUSA | BCTOITLCA i
Hapog nepea cBoiMu Boporamu. OCb 4Yomy
icTopisi Hawoi LiepkBu npuragye Ham, WO KHA3b
flpocnas Myapui nocBATUB Hapoa CBOEI Aep-
XaBu i UMM caMUM nepepas came i, HeyCTaH-

HOMY NOKpPOBY ii MaTePUHCbLKOI MONIMTBM CBOIX
niogen, iXHE CbOroAeHHs Ta ManbyTTa».

FoBopsium npo cboroaeHHs, MNaea Liepkeu 3a-
yBaXuB, WO CbOroAHi MW, KHAXuWA noa Kuie-
CbKOI AepxaBu YKpaiHW, NepexuBacMo 4Yu He
OAMH i3 HAUTPUBOXHILIMX MOMEHTIB CBOEI iCTO-
pii. Yacto mu BiguyBaemo cebe camMOTHIMU i
MOKMHYTUMMU HaBITb CBiTOBUM CMiBTOBapMCT-
BOM, MONIMLIEHUMU CaM-Ha-caM i3 BOPOroMm,
AKWIA € HabaraTo GinblKMM i CUNBHILWIKM Big Hac.

CboropHi, 3a Moro crnoBamu, MU TPUBOXM-
Mocs noaibHo A0 Bipyro4Oro HapoAay cTapoOBUH-
Horo Llapropopa i 3a npuknagom 6naroBipHoOro
kHa3s fApocnaBa Mypgporo npubiraemo po
maTtepuHcbkoro 3axucty [pecesitoi Boropo-
avui. byayun HenopywHo BneBHeHi, wo loc-
noAb Hac He NOKWHYB, MOPY4alYMChb 3aXMCTOBI
camoi boxoi Matepi, M1 pa3om 3 ycima iHWUMK
YkpaiHcbkumu LiepkBammn ypouncto BigHOBUNU
MUHYNoro poky nocssTy YkpaiHu nig lokpos
Mpeuncroi fisu Mapi.

«YnpoAoBX LbOro Yyacy, — NPoAOBXUB AYXOB-
HWIA nigep rpeKko-KaTonukis y CBOIK nponosigi, —
HanoOBHEHOrO XaxiTTAAMMU BiHKW, piKamn KpOBI
3arMbnux i nopaHeHuWx, CKponneHi cnbo3amu
MaTepiB, WO ONaKyTb 3arnbenb CBOIX CUHIB i
AOYOK, NPOHU3aHi 60neM NONOHEHNX, CMYTKOM i
TPMBOrOK  MINIbMOHIB  MepeceneHuis, Mu,
YKpaiHCbKWIA Hapop, Wo BiACTOKE CBOE NpaBo
Ha cBoboAy i BNacHy AepaBHICTb, BCE X TaKu
BcTosnu! Mu Buctoanu, 6o Hawa He6ecHa MaTtu
HeNopPYLWHO CTOITb Y MOKPOBCLKIN MonMUTBI. Mu
He OMyCKaeMo Hawux PyK nepes BUKNUKaMM
CbOrofieHHsl, 60 BOHa He OMyckae CBOIX pyK,
noKpuBawy4m Hac cBoiMm omocopom. Mu He
3abynu i He 3abyAeMO HIiKOro 3 HawWwux HOBO-
aBneHux MepoiB Ykpainu, 60 cam Mocnogb nam’-
Atae npo BCix Hac. Y Hboomy Hawa cuna Tta
nepemoran.

[enaptameHT iHchopmauii YIKL|

Letter from Fr. Ray  Oct. 25, 2015

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Dear
(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

Happy last Sunday in October! By the way, | don’t
know about where you live, but the garden, and even
wild flowers, have been spectacular this year,
especially the marigolds. On my nightly inspection
walk of the neighborhood - | am mayor of the street,
you know © - | have been noticing how beautiful
those “Mary’s golds” are, even this late in fall. Mine
were quite nice also, even if | do say so myself...just
didn’t plant enough of them. God willing, next year!
And next year lots of sunflowers, if | can beat the
squirrels.

This is the time of year when sports fans go nuts
with all the games being played. Baseball now
finishes in November, hockey has started, so has
basketball, and football is in full swing. Oh yeah,
football....

The Buffalo Bills are playing in London, England
this Sunday, October 25th. Have you heard about the
poor, suffering and persecuted fans in Western NY
and on the Niagara Peninsula? If you live here you,
certainly have, as it is the leading story on every
radio and TV station. Due to the difference in time,
the game from London will be televised only in
Buffalo and Jacksonville beginning at 9:30am. The
rest of the country, if they wish to view it, must go to
Yahoo and get it on the computer. That’s not the
worst part for football lovers, however. No, the worst
part is that many “fans” will go to a bar to see the
game, AND THOSE ESTABLISHMENTS, BY LAW,
ARE NOT ALLOWED TO SELL ALCOHOL BEFORE
NOON! Oh, those poor people who need to drink to
see a game! To hear the reporters running around
interviewing people and speculating whether or not
the Governor, or some other politician, will have the
ban lifted for this unusual venue, is absolutely
bizarre!

Oh no, it’s the end of the world! What will they ever
do without alcohol as they watch the TV?! Who will

help them?! Really, that's what has been going on
this week, and it's only Wednesday night as | write.
The world has gone absolutely mad! No doubt about
it! No beer for those poor people to, as my Dad often
said, “To slop in.” ® What a shame, huh? Maybe
without the drinks they’ll go to church instead of
sitting in a bar on a Sunday morning. Ya think?!

And that reminds me.....this week’s letter is
dedicated to all who read this letter when you find it
on Baba’s dining room table. You know who you are,
and we know who you are. I’'m glad you always read
“your letter” when you find it. Actually, Baba
probably puts it there for you to pick up, and | know
she constantly prays for you to come back to the
church. But do you know what? You should come to
the church and get your own copy and not rely on
Baba’s. Your special and open space is still there at
the Father’s table. Our churches are empty and
struggling, and do you know why? Because you are
not there. Yes, you, and all your friends, mostly of
the same age. So please come back, we need
you...you need the Church! You are part of THE
BODY! As the old sign outside says, “Chch”...what’s
missing? U R!!!

You've probably heard the story about the two
guys who met each other on the street and old Mr.
Kapusta asks Mr. Kovbassa, “Hey | haven’t seen you
in church in a long time! Where’ve you been?”
“Church!”, replies Mr. Kovbassa. “I'm done with that
place! First time | was there, they dumped water on
me; the next time | was there, they threw rice at me;
probably when | go again they’ll cover me with dirt!”
We all have to return to the Father and His holy
house before “they throw dirt on us.”

Really, our spiritual life is a true searching for the
Almighty and ever-living God. Absolutely serious
business, | would say, and it is amazing how many
don’t care or simply stay away. Another name for
that is “taking the wide and easy road.” Do you know
that there is an entire generation of men and women,
and now it’s getting to be their children also, who
have abandoned the Faith? Imagine what our
churches would be like if they had come to the
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church for more than having Father “do a Baptism,”
or “make a First Communion.” Imagine what our
parishes would be like if they came some time other
than Christmas and Pascha. Imagine what our
parishes would be like if they came on all the
Sundays, not just when there was a patriotic
function! Imagine what our churches would be like if

what our churches would be like if their children
came to be married and have their children baptized,
confirmed, receive the Eucharist and truly become
part of a parish family. What a church it would be!
Please come home and don’t simply read your letter
found on Baba’s dining room table. The Lord knocks
on the door, but it is up to us to open it.

Our parish family of Holy Protection is very much
anticipating this Lord’s Day in Niagara
Falls. The last Sunday in October is
known as LUC Sunday and we will be
hosting the Niagara Frontier Council of
the League of Ukrainian Catholics, as
well as friends of the LUC. God willing,
there should be a full church for the
Divine Liturgy, and then immediately
after the service everyone will go to the restaurant
for brunch.

Oh, I've been meaning to write several times about
my barber friend. Remember him...the guy who slid
down the ladder from the second story and smashed
his heels when he was trying to break ice off the roof.
The good news is he is back to cutting hair once
again. Glad to have him back. He’s a great guy and
always in good spirits, but he went through some
very trying and life-changing days this spring and
summer. For several months he could not walk, lived
with harsh, continuing pain, and then he graduated
to therapy and a wheel chair and a walker. He
endured casts and crutches, and even now has pins
and other metallic objects in his feet. The bad news
is, even though he is recovered and has now
assumed his “normal” activity, he will never, ever be
the same again physically. The “pins and screws”
allow him to predict the weather and he is often in

pain. Not only were his feet injured, but of course the
force of the crash has also caused back problems.
But to answer the question of how he is, all he would
say is, “I'm doing great!” He rolls with the punches
and has done what he needed to do in overcoming
his adversity to get back to his regular routine. Of
course, like all my friends, he is a really great guy,
as is his wife and family, who suffered with him. If
you think of it, in your charity, you can whisper a
prayer for Jack and his family. “Life is like a Fiddler
on the Roof!”

Before | go, | need to remind you that 40 Days for
Life is still going on. This year’s time of praying and
fasting, which is an international movement by the
way, still continues. It began on September 23+, and
will last till November 15, If you need information, go
to your computer and type in: 40 Days for
Life-Buffalo, NY. You don’t even have to
sign up. Whenever you get a chance, just
stop by “Buffalo Women Services” at
2500 Main St. in Buffalo 14214. That’s the
abortion mill. There will be somebody,
hopefully a lot, praying there all day long.
Simply stop and join them on the
sidewalk. It is helpful to introduce yourself when you
first arrive because they are always aware of the
possibility of someone coming there to cause
trouble. Jesus said, “If they have persecuted me,
they will also persecute you.” (John 15:2)

And here comes the bottom of the page signaling
me to say ‘So Long’ for now. This coming Saturday
is Halloween and we still celebrate this American fun
night. Be good to the kiddies (and the grownups who
also share in the treats). The Great Pumpkin is
coming, Charlie Brown!! And remember the real
meaning of the night: “All Hallows’ Eve” as we will
pray for all the reposed souls. Vichnaja Pamjat!
God Bless you and keep you! May He cause His face
to shine on you and grant you His Peace! May our
Holy Lady Theotokos protect you, and all those you
love, beneath the shelter of her heavenly veil!

In His Love,
Fr. Ray

The Saints on Sundays, 2015/16
October 18/31

Christ the King
7 (Last Sunday of October)
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From the R.C. blog: Minima Maxima Sunt
https://minmaxsunt.wordpress.com/2012/11/25/christ-

the-king/

The Solemnity of Christ the King ends the
Liturgical Year. Starting with the first Sunday in
Advent which will begin next week, the liturgical
year takes us from point A to B in the story of
Salvation and the Gospel. It begins and ends
with it's focus on Jesus Christ as we await his
incarnation, celebrate his appearing as a child
at Christmas, the events of his life, walk with him
to Calvary during Lent and the events of Easter
week. The year comes full circle and like the
disclosure of Revelation, the church celebrates
Christ enthroned as king of the universe.

This continual path that the church walks
every year keeps us circling around Christ who
is the center of our faith. Every holiday, every
Saint, every Mass (Liturgy), eventually points us
to the One who is at the heart of everything and
this very fitting final Sunday in the liturgical year
leaves us at a crescendo of sorts. | can see the
throne and the glory. | can envision angels and
choirs. | can see the universe itself as a
footstool for the King of Glory. And this is all
about to come to a quick end as we leap forward
to advent. The choirs will stop, the crashing of
universal echoes from creation will end. The
blinding light of the stars will dim as the night of
winter begins and we wait his coming again.
Adveniat Regnum Tuum.
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in this sudden clash of glory and silence, light
and dark, sovereignty and infancy; the story of
awesome and unconditional love demonstrated
is most clearly. It is the King of the Universe who
will become a child to save us all.
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3 papia "Muaocepannit GamapaHuu"

Y pBapuaTb nepwy Hedinto no 3icnanHi CeaToro flyxa
yuTaeTbes EBaHrenie Big Jlyku B skomy Xpucroc po3nosi-
[ae npuTyy npo cisya

Kupuno OnekcaHppiiicbkui y cBoiii 6ecigi np Jyky Tak
Kkaxe: Icyc HanpaBsay € CiBauyem BCbOro Toro, Lo € gobpe,
a mu € Woro 3emneto. Becb ypoxail AyXOBHUX NNOAIB €
Big Hboro i 3aBasku I7Iomy. BiH HaBYMB Hac UbOro, Konu
cka3aB: «5e3 MeHe X BN HIOro uMHMTH He MoxeTe» (Mo
15,5).

A CB. KnumeHTiii OnekcaHapincbKUA roBOpUTD, WO €
TiNbKU OQUH Jornsgay 3emni, fika € B nogax, — Tou, XTo
Bif} NOYaTKy, Bifl 3aCHyBaHHs CBITY, Ci€ 3epHa, AKi MOXYTb
3pocratu; Toin, XTo y cnywHwit Yac nocunae gouw Cnosa
FocnogHbOro; Yacu i Micus, Konu L 3emns, Wo B NAAX,
oTpumye Boxi 3epHa 3poweni gowem Boxoro CrnoBa, Oy-
BatoTb pisHumu. OueBuaHo ue Mocnogs Icyc Xpucroc.

Mputya npo cisya mae hyHAameHTanbHe 3HaYeHHs —
BOHa BMXoauTb 3i cepusa Bora i € nmigrpyHtam cnpas-
XHbOTO XUTTA ANA Hac. Lle nputya npo POCAUHHWIA CBIT,
ane MM - Ginble, HiX NonboBa TpaBa, MU € 0b6pasom
Otus. Hawmm KopiHHAM, HalWMM NOYATKOM € T€ «HETHiHHe
HaciHHa» (guB. 1 MT. 1, 23), 3 AKOro MU BiAPOAXKEHI
HaHOBO. Lia TaeMHM4a HaciHMHA, ManeHbKa, HEeMOMITHa,
AIK MWEHUYHE 3epHATKO, — TO BiuHe CnoBo OTuA, nocisiHe
B Hallly NACLKY Npupoay, i AKWo M1 npuiimaemo Moro,
TO Bigpomxyemocs B Hoomy.

Mu moxemo GeanepepBHO HapOAXyBaTUCH A0 XUTTA
Otus, nepebyBaroum B €OHOCTI 3 Woro BiyHum CroBom,
fIke CTPYMEHUTb i3 Hboro. Tak, HaWuM AXepenom Mmae
OyTv xuTTa OTUA, KM TaK TIlLMTLCA HAMKU, TOMY MYCHUMO
Bce Ginble nosepTatu go Hboro cBoe 06nuyus i Bigno-
BifaTy yepe3 camoro CuHa, 60 Mu - binblue, HiX BiANyHHA
Moro Cnoga, Mu — nnia Moro Cnosa.

FAk6n mn 3aTpumanmca 6ins BNacHOro BUTOKY i BMKO-
pucTanu cBiv JOPOroLiHHUIA Yac, XXMBYYM TaM, ie HaCiHHA
OTuA HapomXye Hac Ao XWUTTA i knuve Hac! Ane Ginbe
yacy Hac TaM Hemae, 60 MM XMBeMO Ha piBHi 3aranbHo-
NPUAHATUX NOTNAAIB, AKi TATHYTb Hac y pi3Hi 60ku, Topi
AIK COTBOPEHi BinbHUMM, K Bor, wo6 posginatu Woro
*uTTA. OTeub He HaB'A3y€e Ham CBOE CNoBo. BiH Ham oro
nponoHye. Tomy BiH 3HOBY i 3HOBY BUXOAUTDL CifITU CBOE
CNOBO LIMPOKO, MOJOCTATKOM.

KoxeH 3 Hac NOKNMKaHWA nepeniTW Big NpUTYI OO
peanbHOCTH i 3anuTaTu cebe, po3pymyluM Hapg Li€to
NpUTYEH, YOMY MOE KMTTS TaK «He3pirne», YOMy BOHO He
npsiMye [0 A03piBaHHA cBOro nnoay. Bei My Ginbluoto um
MEHLLOK Mipoo He3pini. A Halle npU3Ha4YeHHs — Yy A03pi-

BaHHi, y JOCATHEHHI BiYHOI 3pinocTn. Yomy mu Hespini?
Mu He nomiuaemMo cBOEi He3pinocTu. Big Lboro cTpaxaa-
H0Tb WHLWI, a B Icyci 3acMy4yeTbea Haw nobnaunii OTteub.

HeBXe MW HacTiNbKK1 XUBEMO 30BHilIHbLO, Gaayxi f0
CEeHCY CBOTO XMTTS, BiguyxeHi, HeMoB 60xeBinbHI? Mu,
3BMYaNHO, YYEMO Woro Cnogo, NpUHaNMHI, WoHeaini, abo
yac [o vacy 3 ycT AWTMHM 4u popocnoro, abo, konu
3HaXOAMMO Yac TPOXM MOYMUTATH, YUTATU — Lie CRyXaTw,
yutatu xuBe CnoBo - E€BaHrenie, ncanmu, NOCNaHHA
anocrona laBna, KHUIM NPOpPOKIB... Ta HABKOMO TaKwi
WyM, MU CTiNbKM BCbOTO YyemMo, ocobnumeo 3apas! OTxe,
MM Lie HacnpaBpai He cryxaemo. Hale cepue Hisik He 3a-
JisiHe, 3 Haworo 60Ky Hema X0AHOI CnpaBXHbLOI Bigno-
Bifli, AKILO MM MPOCTO CMyXaeMo Byxamu abo 4MTaEMo
KpaeM oka. Todi My 3anuvwaemMocs Kpai foporu.

TpannseTbca Takox, WO MW 3 pagicTio NpUUMAEMO
CnoBo. BoHo Take uypecHe! Lle cam Icyc npomoBnsie go
Hac! B HboMy € Bce, TO fIK He 3aXOnnBaTUCS HUM, SIK He
3pagitu? Tak, ane — i ue we ogHa opma Gpaky 3pinocti,
— MM He MaEMO KOpiHHS, M1 noBepxoBi. Buxoaumo nicnsa
BoxecTtBeHHoi nityprii - i Bce! Hac 3ayenuno sikecb
CnoBo 3 EBaHrenis, i ... MM NepPexXoa1MO 40 UHILKX CnpaB,
HiYOro He yCBiAOMMBLMN.

IcHye wWwe oaHa cnokyca, fika TpannAaeTbea Yactiwe. Mu
YyEMO i B TON MOMEHT MOCTaHOBNSAEMO OYTyW BigAaHUMM,
TOO6TO BignoBicTn Ha CnoBo Bipoto, NPUIHATH Iioro Ge3-
3acTepexHo, Wob6 BOHO ¢hopmyBano Hawe XuTTs. Mu
BiflYyBaEMO 3BOPYILEHHSI aX A0 rMnbuHm cepus. Mpote
Hale cepLe HanoBHeHe 6araTbma Typ6oTamm, po3dypxa-
He Pi3HOMaHITHUMM eMOLiSIMY, i, BPELLTI—peLuT, MU CrOKY-
Wwaemocs cami coboto, a Hale «s1» 3UNHSE TaKUM WyM, Lo
uinkom 3arnywye Cnoso.

CboropHi, nonpocimo Icyca wupum cepuem, wo6 fyx
CeAaTuii BigKpuB rMubMHM Haworo cepus. Hexam BiH
HaBYMTb HAc XOTITU NpUAMATK Woro B Tvwi. AKwo mu
6oimocsa TWWi, To BTikaeMo Big TaiHcTBa CnoBa Boxoro.
lMpociMo B HbOro TMxoro cepus. Tula — Lie He BiACYTHICTb
Wymy, a npuiMaHHA NPUCYTHOCTW. Bxe Ha piBHI nioa-
CbKMX BiQHOCMH JOOpe 3HAEMO, WO NPUAMAEMO MHLLOIO
TiNbKW TOAI, KONKU Hawe cepLie TUXe, WHaKWe KWAAEMO
oMy B 06nMYYs BCe Te, Lo MAEMO Ha AyMLi.

Mpocimo y CesaToro [lyxa Tuxoro cepus. [pocimo ioro
«monutBamM bBoropoauui», AK MM cniBaemo nigyac
BoxecTBeHHOi niTyprii. BoHa € Tielo Tuwelo, Bcelino
HanoBHeHol CnoBoMm. Came B Ui Tuwi Bor HaBiku
BonyioTuBcs. Came B TULLI HAWWOro cepus, sike cnyxae, BiH
Bi3bMe Ha cebe Hally NoACkLKY NPUPOAY — TaKy YyAECHY i
TaKy Tpari4uHy — wob BigpoAnTH ii.

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

On this 22nd Sunday after Pentecost, we have the
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). This
parable is in quite a different tone from the accounts of
healing and mercy which are so prevalent in the Gospel
of St. Luke. In today’s Gospel reading, we have the only
occasion when our Lord drew aside the veil between this
world and the next, allowing us to see what is beyond - to
see the intimate relationship between our present and
Eternity. While Jesus was teaching in the streets, He
shared this story. It is the only parable in which Jesus
refers to anyone by name; He called the poor man
Lazarus, which means, ‘Helped by God.” The parable
establishes a striking contrast between a certain
sumptuously dressed, well fed, rich man and a beggar
who lies at his door, covered in sores and whose only
desire is to be fed with the crumbs that fall from this rich
man’s table. Lazarus was a poor man in need, God placed
him in front of the rich man to be cared for, to be helped,
and inevitably Lazarus was neglected and died as a result
of this. The parable goes on to tell us that both Lazarus
and the rich man pass away, but their fate is very different.
While the rich man had a good life and a decent burial, he
lost his opportunity to be with God because he failed to
prepare himself for Eternal life. The Gospel further goes
on to tell us that: “The beggar died and was carried by the
angels into Abrahams’ bosom: the rich man also died, and
was buried”. The question we need to ask ourselves
today is how prepared are we for Eternal life?

It is imperative for us to learn that whatever we do to
others we do to Jesus. We could say that in many different
ways, the Gospels put this teaching before us, and once
again the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus asks us to
reflect on this certainty. What we do to others we do to
Jesus! The rich man is not condemned for being rich.
Instead he is condemned because he did not show charity
to a poor man called Lazarus. Lazarus wanted just the
scraps from the rich man’s table, but we are given the
impression that he did not receive any help whatsoever.
Notice that there is no mention of poor Lazarus being
envious. Envy does not enter into the parable at all
because even though the rich man had wealth, he was
spiritually bankrupt. This is clearly seen when both men
are in the next life and then we see who has true riches;
for only Lazarus will spend his Eternity with God. This is
how Pope Benedict once commented on this parable in
his book Jesus of Nazareth: “The Lord wants to lead us
from foolish cleverness toward true wisdom; he wants to

teach us to discern the real good. And so we have good
grounds, even though it is not there in the text, to say that
the rich glutton was already an empty-hearted man in this
world. The next life brings to light the truth already
present in this life”.

By following the teachings of Jesus, we are asked to
show solidarity and not selfishness. This parable is
spelling out exactly what Jesus means when he says we
must love our neighbor as ourselves. We see the same
insensitivity of the rich to the situations around them in
the book of Amos. The Lord said through the prophet
Amos that the rich were living lives of luxury and ignoring
the collapse of Israel. Abraham was very rich in livestock,
silver and gold (Gen 13:2) but it did not prevent him from
answering God’s call. Once again, the problem is not the
rich being rich, because we see examples in Scripture of
wealthy people doing good deeds. Joseph of Arimathea
was a rich man, who went to Pilate after Jesus died and
asked for his body to bury properly (Matt 27:57).
Nicodemus brought a huge amount of myrrh and aloes to
anoint Jesus’ body after he died, showing that he also was
a rich man who wanted to use his wealth appropriately
(John 19:39). We also see a rich tax collector named
Zacchaeus undergoing a conversion experience, and
donating great sums of money to the poor (Luke 19:1-10).
What is being critiqued in the Scriptures today is when we
ignore what is happening around us. Indifference to those
who are in need and who are suffering is what Scripture
warns us about today. We could put it another way; we
cannot go to God without our brothers and sisters around
us who are suffering.

God gave this rich man a chance to change - right in
front of his house was an obvious need - “At his gate was
laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and
longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table” (Luke
16:19-20). Not once or twice, but apparently everyday he
was given this chance to give Lazarus a decent meal and
proper clothing - but he ignored the need. Lazarus
continues to knock at our door and so the Church has
many initiatives to help the poor. How many hospitals,
schools, hospices, and shelters have been founded by the
Church to heed the call of Christ to care for the poor?
Because the poor man, Lazarus, continues to knock on
our doors - in every century — and with new ways the
Church continues to help the poor. The annual Peter’s
pence Collection is entirely given by the Pope to help the
poor of the world. We have many agencies scattered
throughout the world to help those in underdeveloped
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countries. Asindividuals we also reach out in many ways.
Whenever there is a natural disaster or calamity of some
kind, people are known for their kindness and some give
very generously. In our time, we could say that those who
are most poor and vulnerable are the unborn. They are the
‘Lazarus’ knocking on our door for protection. We can
look at Abrahams’ final words: “If they do not listen to
Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even
if someone rises from the dead.” God wishes us to be
‘persuaded’ to repentance: but the repentance He expects
from us should not have to come as a result of us
witnessing some miraculous sign - such as the raising of
a man from the dead. For indeed, when Jesus did raise
another Lazarus from the dead, even the Pharisees were
not repentant! Instead, this repentance Christ seeks must
be made from the fruit of an inner persuasion, of the
inevitable working of the Holy Spirit in our lives...

How prepared are we for Eternal life? The rich man in
today’s Gospel had the Scriptures; he had Moses and the
prophets, but chose not live by them. He did not allow the
word of God to become flesh in his life and he suffered as
aresult. Like him, we too have been blessed with the Word
of God. Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that the difference
between the rich man and Lazarus ultimately came down
to the condition of their souls when they left this world,
based entirely on the life they chose to lead here on earth.
The Bible says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under Heaven given to men by
whom we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Heaven will be
filled with people we may not expect to see there; people
who were repeat offenders of the 10 commandments, but
somewhere along the way they made a positive choice to
seek God in their midst. We will see a man who was as
low as a two-bit thief, Jacob. We will see a man who was
an adulterer and a murder, David. We will meet a man who
led a life of crime and was saved just before he died - the
thief on the cross. We will meet former doubters like
Thomas; former persecutors like Paul, and former sinners
- just like you and me. Heaven will be filled with people
who do not deserve to be there, because Heaven will be
filled with those who have been forgiven; people who
were repentant, those who finally made the right choices
about how to live. Today, we need to be honest with
ourselves, if we died right now, where would we spend
our Eternity? Salvation is a free gift that was bought for
us at the price of Christ going to the cross. There is
nothing we can do to earn it, but we do have to accept it
by acting upon our responsibilities as Christians...

Ukrainian Catholic bishops teach the West

about true mercy
October 22, 2015

Voice of the Family is delighted to continue to share
further powerful statements made by representatives of
the Catholic Church in Eastern Europe during the Synod
on the Family. Below we reproduce interventions by His
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, head of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church, and Bishop Hlib Lonchyna,
Ukrainian Catholic bishop in London, UK (texts courtesy
of Fr Athanasius McVay). These interventions speak for
themselves and therefore need no introduction. We would
simply say that the doctrinal clarity and pastoral love
shown by these and similar contributions from the
Church in the East are teaching the Church in the West
about true mercy.

Intervention by
His Beatitude
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk,

6 October 2015:

The modern family
in Ukraine is marked
by difficulties of post-
communist  society,
which undergoes ra-
pid social and cultural

: ‘ - emancipation...

Next year the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church will
mark the 70th anniversary of its forced liquidation by
Stalin in the Soviet Union and forced amalgamation to the
Russian Orthodox Church [in the “L’viv Sobor”]. From
that time, a Via Crucis began for bishops, priests, monks
and nuns, and above all the numerous Christian families
who were torn from their land and relocated in the wide
Siberian wilderness...

During this period of persecution of the Church,
families became hearths where faith in God was
preserved and where new generations have received the
gift of faith, becoming authentic domestic churches. In
their houses, underground priests made sure to find
hiding places for the Lord’s altar where, during the silence
of the night, they celebrated the Eucharist and the other
Holy Sacraments....

[After the collapse of the Soviet Union, when the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church faced new challenges in
the form of mass migration] families of believers,
especially mothers, once again brought our Church to
countries where we had more recently become present,
particularly in Western Europe. Often these Ukrainian
mothers and grandmothers restored Christian and human
values in Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese families, and
others. Many elderly people in these countries passed to
eternity, reconciled with God and received the Sacrament
of Holy Anointing, thanks to a Ukrainian nurse....

Even in the current time of the war in Ukraine, in the
face of another challenge of a real and severe economic
crisis, Christian families welcomed [displaced] migrants
and [became] the source of an unforeseen power of
solidarity... According to UN estimates, in Ukraine there
are [more than one] million Internally Displaced Persons,
most of whom have been helped by Ukrainian families, the
fundamental cell of society...

Today | have to affirm that, in the past, the family
defended and preserved the Church. Today the Church
has a sacred duty to protect and preserve the family; the
family as the faithful, fruitful, and indissoluble union
between a man and a woman.... My faithful asked me to
appeal to the Synod Fathers to remember that we, the
bishops, are not the masters of the revealed truth about
the family, but rather its servants. Today, our people
expect...us to confirm and emphasise the Church’s
teaching on the family, clarified and summarised by
Blessed Paul VI and Pope St John Paul II.

Holy and devout families, strengthened in faith, find, on
their own, the most creative ways to answer the
challenges of modern society and teach us how to show
mercy to those who are experiencing difficulties. We can
not solve all the problems with which the world is trying
the family, but we can preach the Gospel truth about the
family and help the next generation, with God’s help to go
forth along the path to holiness.

Intervention by
Bishop Hlib
Lonchyna,

9 October 2015:

“Jesus looked
upon the women and
the men he met with
love and tenderness,
accompanying their

steps with patience and mercy, in proclaiming the
demands of the Kingdom of God” (Instrumentum Laboris,
37).

The face of God, as His Holiness reminds us, is the face
of mercy. This is the face we, the Church, must show the
faithful and the unfaithful, people of good will and those
who seek not the Lord. Our task is to manifest God’s
everlasting mercy (see Ps 136).

Yet, if mercy is boundless, why does not everyone
experience it? Because mercy cannot be encountered
unless it is measured against the eternal law, which is
truth. “Mercy and truth have met together”, says the
psalmist (Ps 85:10 NKJV). One must seek the truth in
order to experience mercy.

The first words Jesus uttered when he began his public
ministry were, “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent,
and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15). Jesus is uniting
mercy with truth, as did the psalmist. In order to enter the
kingdom - the gift of God’s mercy - Jesus calls his
disciples not to self-fulfilment, not to having fun, but to
repentance and faith. This entails a change of mentality:
from the ways of the world to the ways of the kingdom,
from thinking only humanly to having the mindset of
Christ (see Phil 2:5).

Jesus is showing mercy by calling people to
conversion. Pope Saint John Paul Il illustrated this in the
third Mystery of Light: Jesus’ “proclamation of the
Kingdom of God, with his call to conversion” (Rosarium
Virginis Mariae, 21). Mercy means leading a person to the
truth. Mercy means challenging people. Mercy means not
covering up reality with gift wrap.

The Church should not be afraid to speak the truth
about marriage and the family. The “demands of the
Kingdom of God” are indeed sublime, out of reach, not
attainable by our own means; nevertheless, they make us
free when - with the grace of God — we seek to fulfil them.

However, maybe we fear being irrelevant, out of touch,
not modern, not merciful. Perhaps this is because we do
not trust that the Spirit is guiding us; or the Word is not
strong enough; or it will not appeal to our secularised
world.

If we want people to believe in marriage, to believe in
the family, we ought to help them, first of all, to repent and
believe. We should not water down the tough words Jesus
pronounced. We should begin with a challenge: “Repent,
and believe in the gospel”, and then we shall arrive at
mercy: “The kingdom of God is at hand”.



