CHRISTMAS PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A. TO OUR CLERGY,
HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

Christ is born, let us glorify Him!

,,Christ comes down from heaven, let us go out and meet Him. Christ lives on earth, let us exalt in joy.
All the faithful, sing to the Lord, for He has been glorified.”
(Hirmos 1, Canon of Matins of the Nativity of Our Lord.)

Into the world torn by wars and conflicts, people homeless and displaced, abducted and martyred we welcome
Emmanuel - God with us! On Christmas we are standing in front of the King knocking on the doors of the caves of our
souls. The Lord invites us by the power of His love. Christ respects our will to accept or reject Him. He knocks humbly
and asks us to exchange love for Him with full freedom, for without freedom, love would not be upright, but rather
would lead to slavery that distorts the Divine image. We are in front of the King who wishes to find His kingdom in our
souls and hearts.

If we want the peace and joy of Christmas to invade our lives, we must do what the shepherds did so long ago. We
must come to our parish churches and bow before the newborn King. Hope is available but only to those who will
humble themselves and bow in faith before the Lord Jesus Christ. There is great danger in coming near to Christ but
never making a commitment. Sooner or later, we must make a personal commitment that Jesus Christ will be our Lord
and Savior. Every time we put it off, it becomes harder the next time.

May God give us, the grace to make room in our hearts for Jesus Christ! The angel said, “For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior.” “Unto you.” “For you.” He came for us! This is where Christmas becomes intensely
personal. It's not enough to say abstractly that we believe Christ came. Many people say that and are still lost in their
search for the living God. It's not enough to say that Christ came for someone else. We can never be saved until we
say, “Christ came for me. He died for me. He rose from the dead for me.” Two thousand years ago God sent a gift
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is God’s Christmas gift to us. But we will never experience
Christmas joy until we personally receive God’s gift—the Lord Jesus Christ. There is left to each of us a choice. What
will we do with the Christ-child this Christmas? Will we run to meet Him and make Him welcome in our hearts? Will we
sing with the angels, or will we be too busy to go to see the babe in the manger? Will we open our hearts and our homes
to Jesus?

Today, let us come and welcome Emmanuel - God with Us. Let us with joy welcome Christ among us! The beauty
of this personal encounter with the living God will call us to share this “Good News” with others. This is the same
message the shepherds received from the angels. If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then
we must learn to share! By sharing what God has so generously given to us, we will receive an even greater gift -- the
gift of joy. This is the true joy. It is found in a Person - in Jesus Christ our Savior. This joy flows out of a relationship
with the One who never changes, the One who never lets us down, the One who never leaves us or forsakes us - the
Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Then with hearts filled with peace and joy, we would be able to offer our prayers to Christ pleading with Him to have
mercy on humanity that He loves. We can ask Christ to instill peace in our hearts and silence the noise of wars. Only
when we are filled with peace, we are able to share this peace with others.

On this Christmas day, let us come to our churches and personally encounter this great peace and joy. Let us
experience the life-giving Christ. Then, with the deep personal conviction we will be able to share this “Good News”
with those whom we encounter in our daily lives and say to one another “God is among us”!
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Nativity, Fr. Juvenalij Mokryckyj, St. Sophia, Rome, Italy

Xpucroc Paxgaetbca! Cnasite Woro!
Christ is Born! Let Us Glorify Him!

Becenux CesT PizgBa XpuctoBoro Ta
Lacnusoro Hoeoro Poky!
o.Map’saH Mpouuk i MapoxiansHa PoguHa

We wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
Fr. Marijan Procyk and Parish Family

PizaBo, o. FOBeHanin Mokpuubkui, CB. Codpis, Pum, ITanis

Bitaemo 3 PizgBom XpuUCTOBUM, LM BENUKUM
NpasHMKOM OOXECTBEHHOI CaMONOXepTBU Ta
nwbosu oo nogen. Hexan ue cBATO Ana Hac
ycix Oyae cnoBHeHe pagicTio, Hagdieo Ta MUPOM,
AXKepesiom SIKoro € HoBoHapogxeHHuU Cnacu-
Tenb.

Baxaemo ycim wacnusux PizassHux CeAT.

Hexan Xpuctoc HapoaAUTLCSA Y HaWWMX Cepusx,
00 y npoTUBHOMY Ans Hac He Oyae MaTh 3HaYeH-
Ha Woro BigBiuHe HapoMXeHHS, aHi AiBCTBEHe,
aHi KOXXHOpiYHe niTypriyxe.

Hexain Xpucroc HapoauTbLCA y BiAHOLWEHHI oa-
HUX OO0 OOHWX Ha Halil 6aTbKiBLMHI, W00 YuM
CKOplue npuiwwna nepemora, Ta wob Bopor Bi-
AiNLWOB 3 HAaLMKX 3eMenb, i Wob Hikonu GinbLue
He HaBaXWUBCA 3a3iXaTu Ha uyxe.

Mpocim HoBoHapoaxeHoro, wob noBcsKyac-
HO ONiKyBaBCA HALLOKO LIePKBOIO i HAWKUM Hapo-
AOM, OO Yacu HeBOMi HIKONM He BEPHYNMCA.

3 Hamu bor, po3yminTi Hapoawm, i nokopiTbca,
00 ocb 3 Hamu bor.

We greet you with this day of Christ’s birth, the
Christmas Day, this great Feast of divine self-
sacrifice and love for all people. Let this Feast
be, for all of us, filled with joy, hope and peace,
the source of which is the newborn Savior.

Let us pray for victory and peace in Ukraine!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
LilepkBa CBaToro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro MN.AO.M.)

NMOPAMOK CB. NITYPTIA

Kapamnan Mukona buyok (44) € Halimonoawum
KapauHanom y caiti. I'patynioemo! MHoras lital
] Iu

22 rpyaHs: Henlnﬂ oMo/ T1[:3 STREA
December 22: Sunday of Holy Fathers
10:00 AM +Ipuropiv Mapacumyyk (HeBicTka)

Monday, December 23 rpyaHs, noHeAinok
9:00 AM +lrop Kisuyk (mouka Jlro6a)

Christmas Eve - CesiT Beuip
Tuesday, December 24 rpyaHs, BiBTOpoK
9:30 AM Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
NMirypria Ce. Bacunia Benukoro
10:00 PM Great Compl. & Christmas Liturgy
Ben. NoBeueps i Piagg. NMitypris

CHRISTMAS-PI3ABO IlH.LX.
Wednesday, December 25 rpyaHs, cepeaa
10:00 AM +Metr. Joseph Shmondiuk
+Mutpononut Mocud LLmonatok

Synaxis of B.V.M. - Co6op MN.0.M
Thursday, December 26 rpyaHs, yeTBep
9:30 AM For the Victory in Ukraine — 3a NEPEMOTI'Y

Friday, December 27 rpyaus, nar. — St. Stephen
9:30 AM 3a Bcix XBOpMX i HEMiYHUX
For all sick and suffering
Saturday, December 28 rpygHs, cy6ota
9:00 AM For Parishioners - 3a I'Iapome
4:30 PM +Jerry & Lorraine STRE ]
Szczublewski (Susan & John Paul) (Eng)

His Eminence Mykola Bychok (44) is the youngest
Cardinal in the world. Congrats! Mnohaya Lita!

Ynokoiscsa y bo3i Bnaguka Ctenan Xminsip.
Fell asleep in the Lord, Bishop Stephen Chmilar.

I3 cymom noBigoMnsiemMo, Wo cborogHi BpaHui, 21
rpyaHa 2024 poky, Ha 80-my poui xuTTa, 53-My cBs-
WeHCTBa i22-My €NUCKONCTBA ynokoiBcA B Boasi
enuckon-emeput TopoHTCbKOI €n. CTenaH Xminsp.

29 rpyans: Hepins no Pi3asi TREA
December 29: Sunday after Chrlstmas
10:00 AM Int. of our Bishops - 3a Bcix Bnaauk (LUC)

Eternal Light burns for the Intention of
Kami & Carl (Elaine Nowadly)

December 21, 2024, in his 80t year of life, 53 year
of priesthood and the 22" of the episcopate, the
Bishop-emeritus of Toronto Ep. Stephen Chmilar.

Eternal Memory! Biynas MNam’aTb!

Eternal Light Honoring Mother of God burns
for the Special Intention (Maria Petryshyn)

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate
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Real Estate Services i )

Back Guarantee!
JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@nhowardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com  imm
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KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

ez piiinainy] COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION ¢
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS *
m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *

. WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES
A TIRES - BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
= e MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

PHONE 893-1025

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

FAX 2398 GENESEE ST.
822-1574  825-7428 827-8895 AskrorTOM BUFFALO, N.Y, 14225
Proud to Support Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com
Another location at:

2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, one block North of Clinton.
New spacious location fresh and modern facility. On
site Chapel separate from large viewing rooms. Lower
level has a new café plus reception hall for family use.

Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

(Pietszak é@)

Funeral Home

www.Pietszak.com (716) 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, 14210

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, 14206

CeppaeyHa nogsika ycim croHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

(716) 628-7882 [/
7

(716) 309-2772 =
uscheidle@verizon.net
www.marykay.com/uscheidle

Contact me for a complimentary facial

UkrainiAN M. YikpaiHcbkA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OENIEPATILHA KPEUTHA CTITKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on your
savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

MEPCOHAJTbHI TA BIBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCIYI
OLWAJHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATA | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKW | MO3MKM | KPEQUTA HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MITATPKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
rPOLUOBI NMEPEKA3W | ENIEKTPOHHI MOCNYTA
[MOCNYTN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAMICTUMEHLI]

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW. eurodellsausag com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna ¢ Salami * Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese  Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter  Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ® Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd.,, ey AL 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) w- 21} Amherst (Getzville Plaza)
630-0130 B QW 68814%

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumHeHi no cepefax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday
| 9:30 am -5 pm |
IMoH., BIBTOPOK, 4eTBep
Friday / M'aTHWUA

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3aunHeHi No noHeAinkKax
Tuesday - Thursday
| 9:30 am -5 pm |
3 BIBTOpKa M0 YeTBep
Friday / M'aTHWUA

| 9:30 am - 6 pm | | 9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6ota Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Nick Hurmak

QWNIR

(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR

(716) 578-8185
112 DELAWARE STREET
Al.

www.redstarautomotive. com

DNIPRO E.gﬂ AHIMNPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
962 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
MigTpumante Baw HapogHumn [im

YuHi «PigHoi LWLkona» y Badégano Ha ceaTi, npu-
cBAveHe CeaTtomy Mukonato YygoTtBoputo sike Big-
oynocs y cy6oty, 21-ro rpyaHsa 06 11 roguHi paHky
B pr KyanypHomy Ll,eH'rpl «[OHinpo».

The students of Ukrainian School of Buffalo at the
event dedicated to St. Nicholas the Wonderworker,
which took place on December 21st at 11:00 a.m. at
the Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro.”

Ukrainian American Youth Association ‘
Buffalo Branch

Invites you to

+%&/m 2025

Celebrating Buffalo’s

o
\ L
75th Anniversary ++

. Saturday, January 11, 2025
Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center
+ 562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY

1
Featuring: ZI’ka from Torento, Canada

7.00PM - 8:00PM Ci u Adults: $60
8:00PM - 9:00PN\ Students (13 - 20) : $30
9:00PM - 1:00AM Children 12 and under: Free

Ukrainian Charcuterie ese tact Ann Serediuk
\|I served 9:00PM atannse ¢ or (716) 316-1051

NMNACTOBA CBIYEYKA
"Cranuua badpdano” sanpowye
Ha cninbHy MNnactoBy CBiveyky,

fika BinOyaeTbes 5 CivHA

Yy LiepKOBHiW 3ani,
no 3aBepLueHHi Cnyxou boxoi.

Special Appeal

In Memory of Mary Callahan
Dick & Karen Penfold - $250.00
Peter & Olga Pucak - $50.00

In Memory of Romana Dyhdalo
Chris & Roman Konowka - $25.00

In Memory of Maria Malaniak
Pereyma Family - $100.00
Chutko Dmytrasz Family - $100.00
Nadia Marc - $100.00
Elaine Nowadly -$100.00
Nancy Weigand - $100.00
Gloria Grega Long - $55.00
Luba Joven - $50.00
Anna Malaniak - $50.00
William & Ann Serediuk - $50.00
N.N. - $50.00
Michael & Orysia Dail - $30.00
Stefania Osadciw - $30.00
Halyna Pryshlak - $30.00
Emil & Oxana Bandriwsky - $25.00
Mary Ann Puhacz - $25.00
Diana Shepard - $25.00
Mary Bodnar - $20.00
Irene Grassman - $20.00
Stefan & Anna Korol - $20.00
Anna Melnyk - $20.00
Ellen Papisz - $20.00
Scheidle Family - $20.00
Euphrosina Serediuk - $20.00
Mark & Donna Slabyk - $20.00
Yuri & Lesia Darmograi - $20.00




COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Ukrainian Dancing

If interested in having your child learn Ukrainian folk
dancing call or text Inna Poltavchenko (716) 260-
8529. Dancing is on Tuesday and Thursdays at Dnipro
5:30pm. Adult lessons are possible if there is enough
interest.

Ukrainian Singing

Choir Mriya is recruiting new female singers.
Rehearsals at Dnipro about twice a month.
Call or text Christine Moroz 716-807-1546

Event Calendar:

December 22, 2024

Ukrainian Christmas craft

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 12-2pm Create a Ukrainian
Christmas craft for adults and kids. $30 to enter and
proceeds donated to a 93rd brigade of the Ukrainian
Army

January 3, 2025

Live Music - Olivia Amorian

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 7-9 pm, Kitchen open 6-9pm
Olivia, a professional singer from Buffalo will be singing
pop, R&B music and some of her own original songs.

January 5 Plast Svichychka

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 308 Fillmore
Ave, Buffalo, 11am. Plast Ukrainian scouting
organization annual Christmas program.

January 10 Live Music - Setanta Irish Trio

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 7-10 pm, Kitchen open 6-
9pm Setanta is a trio of musicians on mandolin and
violin, featuring songs and tunes from the heart of the
Irish music tradition.

January 11

CYM Malanka and 75th anniversary with “Zirka”
Dnipro 562 Genesee St, Buffalo. 7-8pm cocktalil hr, 8-
9pm CYM performance, 9pm dance with Ukrainian
charcuterie. Adults $60, Students (ages 13-20) $30,
Children 12 and under, free. Ukrainian band from
Toronto playing traditional dance music for Ukrainian
New Years, Malanka and CYM Buffalo’s 75th
Anniversary performance.

January 24

Live Music - Dean Gionis

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 7-10pm, Kitchen open 6-
9pm. Member of “The Hot Club of Buffalo” playing solo
gypsy jazz and world music.

January 31

Live Music - Michael Hund

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 7-10pm, Kitchen open 6-
9pm. Buffalo’s Hall of Fame guitarist playing favorite
hits from 80s, 90s and 00s.

February 16

Dnipro annual meeting

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 2pm. All members are
welcome to voice opinions and listen to our annual
review and progress for the year.

February 22

3rd year of Ukrainian war commemoration
Ukrainian American Civic Center, 205 Military Rd.
Buffalo, 1pm -presentation, music, raffle.

February 28

Live Music - Brother James

Dnipro 562 Genesee St. 7-10pm, Kitchen open 6-
9pm. Playing classic rock and popular favorites from
every decade.

Thank you for your support!

Slava Ukraini! Glory to Ukraine!

Heroyam Slava! Glory to the heroes!

Adrianna Liddell
Operations Director
Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center
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> CHRCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED

Check with us later.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!
» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after

Liturgy in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday evening.
I EPK. BIGHHK Bugactbcs TMXHEBO.
IHcbopmaLlil nogaBaT 4o YeTBEPra Beyopa.

SAINT NICHOLAS
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
YKPATHGLKA KATOAHUII LKA IEPKRA
GBATOTIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OTITKOK MPEYHG TOT
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

Hepinsa CeaTtux OTUiB

T «* ‘ ."' A ‘

Sunday of the Holy Fathers

1. > Kanennapi rorosi. BisbmiTh oauH.
2. - KoBepTu npuroroBasi.
IIpocumo 3a6patu. SAkmo He MaeTe,
NMPOCHUMO 3T0JIOCHUTHCS.

1. & Calendars are ready. Please take one.
2. = 2025 Church Envelopes are ready.
If you do not have one please inform us.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine
7
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratisauist ObopoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

FEIWVETE - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
WEIRZELEY - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
BIENEE - http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: No fax number
Kitchen: 852-1908
- In Emergency call:

(716) 830-3920

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepeg Ca. Mityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHs::  3a IOMOBEHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: Tonocutics 6 MicauiB ckopLle

Religion classes — PeniriitHa Mporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag, xBopuMa

Family members should call the Rectory
POﬂVIHa NMOBWHHa I'IOBi,ElOMVITVI CBALLEHWKa

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBxay MOoxHa 3aknukaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are Hospitalized,
Homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH \f
AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

ing about the darkness, let us light at least one Christmas
candle! When we feel cold, let us warm at least one
person with the kindness of our own heart, and together
we will experience the warmth of God's love! Let us
spread this Christmas light and warmth around us today.

In the middle of the night of prolonged Russian
aggression, we, Ukrainians, light up the invincible light of
God's truth and love with our witness. Examples of this
light are the self-sacrificing service of our defenders, the
self-sacrificing work of volunteers, doctors and
chaplains, the numerous expressions of solidarity that
we show to our neighbours in need in the daily
circumstances of this calamity of war. And a particular
sign of the presence of God's light in our midst are the
Centres for resilience and the treatment of the wounds
of war, which were built by the efforts of our faithful and
in which the most vulnerable social groups of our society
find spiritual and humanitarian support. These centres,
which are usually located near our communities,
resemble the quiet place near Bethlehem, which St.
Joseph found for Mary and in which she gave birth and
swaddled the Child Jesus.

In these contemporary Christmas mangers,
where thanks to the glow of human solidarity during the
blackouts there is electricity and you can warm up, today
carols resound! There a place is provided for God, there
a place is provided for every person who can not only
satisfy his temporary needs but can also renew the lamp
of his own heart, in order to shine unto others "with the
hope to which the Lord calls us" (cf. Eph. 1:18), to be a
bearer of resilience for the tired.

Today the heart of every believing Ukrainian
becomes a hospitable Bethlehem, where Jesus finds
refuge, who comes to us in the form of our neighbour in
need. It is in the hearts of the sons and daughters of our
people who in their native lands or in the settlements,
raise their hands in prayer to the sky and extend a
helping hand to their neighbour. It is here that the
common victory of Ukraine over a modern Herod, who
set out to destroy our people, is forged. And so, with faith
in our hearts, we can sing a song of victory over the
Herods of all times:

Bless us, Divine Child,
Give us today your gift of love
May not the power of hell ever be able

To separate us from You.

Bless us, for we are Your children,

Christ is born, give praise! (“Na nebi zirka - In
the sky a star”).

On this joyful and bright day of Christmas, | greet
each of you with the warmth of God's unceasing
presence. With deep gratitude in my heart, | greet our
military, volunteers, doctors, energy workers, and
rescuers. For several years now, you have been the
bearers of hope, tirelessly protecting, supporting, and
preserving the lives of our long-suffering people.

| also greet our teachers and educators, who with
great dedication in conditions of war not only impart
knowledge to children, but also nurture in them a sense
of resilience, teach them to be human, even in inhumane
circumstances. To everyone who shines with a bright
heart in the midst of darkness and projects the warm of
kindness in the cold of war and devastation, | express my
deep gratitude.

| greet those who are currently on the front line,
in the occupied territories, in hospitals. | especially greet
those who lost their homes, and those who provided
shelter to those in need, whether in Ukraine or abroad,
so that they might experience some home comfort and
Christmas joy.

With Christ's Nativity | wish to hasten to those
who mourn the loss of the dead and the missing in action,
who watch over the wounded in hospitals.

| embrace those who are far from their homeland,
parents who miss their children, wives who are waiting
for their husbands to return from the front, and children
who are praying that daddy will come home as soon as
possible.

From the bottom of my heart, | impart on you all
my fatherly blessing, and wish each of you, from the
youngest to the oldest, the true joy of God's children, a
tasty kutia, a merry celebration of Christ’s Nativity, and a
happy, peaceful, victorious and blessed New Year. As
long as we are able to shine and warm one another with
the light of Christmas, carols and prayer, no darkness or
cold will ever overcome us!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
T SVIATOSLAV

PI3ABAHE NOCNAHHA
BIAXEHHILLOIO CBATOCIIABA

BucokonpeocBsilieHHUM apxuenmckonam i
MUTpononuTam, 6oronto6MBMM EnUckonam,
BCEYECHOMY JyXOBEHCTBY, NpenoaobHoMy

MOHaLLecTBY, BO3N00neHUM bpaTtam i cecTpam,
B YKpaiHi Ta Ha NoceneHHAX y CBITi CyWUm

... | 80Ha nopoduna cg020 cuHa
nepgopodHo20,

cnosuna (io2o ma noknana e sicna,

60 He 6yro im micys e 3ai3di (JIk. 2, 7).

Xpuctoc Hapoavecsa! Cnasimo Woro!

HOopori B Xpucri!

PisgBo XpucToBe HenepemoXHOK CUMOK CBIiTNa
i Tennom Boxoi no6osi oroptae Hac! CborogHi CuH
Boxuin HapomxyeTbCs B NIOLCbKOMY Tini, Bepyyn Ha
cebe BCi 4OCBIAM MIOOCLKOrO XUTTS: Nepexusae BOO-
ricTb, BIOKUHYTICTb | BOPOXHEYY, XONOZ 3naMaHuX noj-
CbKWX CTOCYHKIB | TEMPSIBY IIOLCLKOI HEHABUCT it Nepe-
cnigyBaHHs. Bor npuxoautb came Tyau, Oe «Hemae
Vomy micus», ae nioavHa sukvHyna Moro 3i csoro
XMTTEBOrO NPOCTOPY Ta FOPU3OHTY BMNACHWUX MPI.

Y pi3ABSHY Hi4 JyXOBHA TeMpsiBa, Ky CTBOpUna
nioavHa XonoAoM BnacHoi GanayxocTi Ta rpixa, Big-
cTynae nepen boxum caitnom i3 Hebec y [uTatky Icyci,
WO cnoyMBae B sicnax Ha ciHi. Mig aHrenbCcbkuin cnis
«CnaBa BO BWWHiX Bory i Ha 3emni Mup...» X0noA
BiAYY)XEHHS NioanHK Big Bora i 6rvkHBOro NepeTopio-
€TbCSA Ha Tenno HabnmkeHHaM bora ao noaumHw. Mpo ue
NPOPOKY€e CTapo3aBiTHUI NPOPoK Icas: «Hapoa, wWwo B
NiTbMi XOAMTb, Y3OpiB CBITNO BENUKE, Hag TUMU, LUO
XUBYTb Yy CMEPTHIl TiHi, cBiTNo 3acssno» (9, 1).

BoaHouac HabnkeHHst Bora oo ntoanhu B Pi3api
CuHa Boxoro fae no4aTok CrpaBXHbOMY 30MKEHHIO
NOAUMHN 3 NIOAWHOKD, CMPaBXHLOMY MPUMUPEHHIO
MUpY, SIkUiA i3 Hebec NpuxoauTb 4O Hac. Y Bianosiab Ha
Boxy 6nu3bKiCTb, Ska 3irpiBae i PATYe XUTTS, NacTyLLKA
Ka)XyTb OAMH O O4HOrO: «XogiMo Ao Budpneemy!» (nop.
k. 2, 15). BoHu pa3om igyTb, WyKatoTb i 3HAXOASATH
I7Iocmd)a, Mapito # [uUTATKO, SKke NexuTb y Acnax.
Mobaumswmn Outa y Bepteni, sk Gyno iMm cnosilleHo,

BOHW BMXOOSATb i PaficHO po3noBigaloTb Npo Le AMBO,
AKe nepexunu.

Onuc uiei 3ycTpivi guxae Ha Hac Tennom. bo-
XecTBeHHe [lUTs € Ans Hac, yKpaiHLis, CBiTrOM Boxum
cepea BOEHHOI TempsiBu, Tennom boxoi OnmsbkocTi
cepeq HemMoLChKMX Bid4y)XeHb CbOrOAEHHS.

LlieT a3umu Bopor xo4e nepeTBOpuUTH B YKpaiHi
TEMPABY | X004 Ha 36p0ot0 MaCcoBOrO 3HULLEHHS, Hai-
Jewwesuwy y caiti! LLoHoui nosiTpsHi ataku arpecopa
METOAMYHO HWWATbL Hali MicTa i cina, AOMIBKM Ta iX
XUTTEBO HEOOXiaHY iHDPacTPyKTYpy, BOMBaKOTL LMBIMb-
HWX niogen. Bopor nparHe 3pobuth 3 KBITY4Oi KpaiHm
NbOAsHY MyCTento, eKCnopTyoun B YKpaiHy MnycTky
BnacHoro Cubipy. Te, L0 BiH HE MOXe BkpacT, — 6es-
OTMSAHO HWLWMWTL; KOro He 30aTHWA MOHEeBOMUTM —
ybuBae. Kyay BiH 3ax0anTb, TaM HEMAE BXE MICLA Hi ANns
koro — Hi Ans bora, Hi ansa noanHu. Ckinbku 3ycunb BiH
BKnagae, Wwob ciatn xonoa, ronog, TEMpSBY i BNacHy
LyX0BHY nopoxHeyy! Lle mpo HbOro MoXHa CMinuBo
CkasaTu cnosamu npopoka [lasuga: «Heexe He cxame-
HYTbCS BCi Ti NMXOAii, WO NoigatoTb Miit Hapog, HavebTo
xni6 inn? Bonm ['ocnoaa He npuanBatoTh, TUM | Apuxa-
TUMYTb Big cTpaxy, 60 bor — i3 pogom cnpaBeanmBuX.
Hag 3amucnom y6ororo B Xxouvete CMISITUCh, MpoTe
ocnogp — ioro nputynok» (Mc. 14, 4-6).

Ta nonpu HeneBHICTb, TPUBOTY, %anoby i xypoy,
MM, yKpaiHLUi, cBsTkyemo PisgBo, sk ue pobunn Hali
npeakv 3 poay B pia, HaBiTb NnepebyBatoym nig naHyBaH-
HAM 6e360XHOr0 KOMYHICTUYHOTO PEXUMY MMWHYNIOMO
CTONITTA. Y KpUiBKaX KapnaTCbKuX NiCiB, Ha 3acrnaHHAX
4K MOTAEMHO MO AOMIBKAX BOHM 3anarntoBani pisassHy
CBIYKYy Ha 3HaK XMBOI BipW, HA 3HAK MPUCYTHOCTI MiX
Hamn Xpucta-Cnacutens. Konu goskona Tempsiea, TO
CBITNO, SIKUM € HOBOHAPOMXEHM ocnoab, CBITUTL LLe
sickpasilue! BiH cam Hac y LbOMy 3aneBHsE: «A — CBITNo
CBiTy. XT0 ige 3a MHoio, He 6nykaTume B TempsiBi, a
Matume cBitno xutta» (IB. 8, 12). Bigrak pobuTtb
KOXHOro 3 Hac Hociem boxoro csitna: «Bu — cBiTno
CBITY... TaKk Hexai CBITUTb Nepes NIoAbMU BaLle CBIiTNO,
o6 BoHM, GaunBLUM BaLli JOBPI BUMHKM, NPOCNABNANM
Bawworo OTug, Wo Ha Hebi» (MT. 5, 14. 16).

CBiTno HoBOHapOmKEHOro B AyLui i Tini HALOro
Hapogy ocBiyye npocTip Hagil h HeanamHocTi. Konw foB-
Kona Hac TempsiBa, xail Te cBiTno Pisaga, Lo BcepeayHi
Hac, CTaHe LlWe sckpasiwum! 3amicTb HapikaTM Ha



TEMpSBY — 3ananiMo xo4a 6 oAHy pi3aBsHy CBiYeyKy!
Konu BiguyBaemo xonog — sirpiimo xo4ya 6 oaHy nogmnHy
A06poM BnacHoOro cepus, i Ham pasom CTaHe Tenno B
Boxin nobosi! Lle pisgssHe CBITNO i Tenno CbOrogHi
noLLMptoiimMo aoBkona cebe.

lMocepen Hodi TpMBAnoi pociinceKoi arpecii Mu,
YKpaiHLji, HaLMM CBiJYEHHSAM 3ananoemo HenepeMoxHe
ceitno boxoi npasgu i nto6osi. Mpuknagamm Takoro
CBITNA € XEPTOBHE CMYXIHHSA HALUWX 3aXMCHUKIB, XKep-
TOBHa NpaLsl BONIOHTEPIB, MEAMKIB | KanenaHiB, YACTIEHHI
nposiBK CONIAAPHOCTI, SIKi MM BUSBMSIEMO BNIMXKHIM Y
notpebi B LOAEHHWX O06CTaBMHAX LbOro BOEHHOMO
nmxonitta. A ocobnmeuMM 3HaKOM MpUCYTHOCTI Boxoro
CBiTNa MiX Hamu € LleHTpu CTiKOCTi Ta NikyBaHHS paH
BiHW, SIKi CMIOPYKEHi 3yCUNNAMU HALMX BipHWX Ta B
AKWX 3HAXOAATb [YXOBHY i TryMaHiTapHy RigTPUMKY
HanbINbL Bpas3nMBi COLianbHi rpynn HaLoro Cycninb-
ctBa. Lli ocepepku, Wo 3a3Buyai po3milleHi nopsg, i3
HalWMMK rpOMagamu, HaragylTb 3aTulHe Mmicle bing
Bucbneemy, sike 3Haitwos cs. Mocud ans Mapii Ta B
akomy BoHa nopoguna i cnosuna Juts Icyca.

Y UMX cydacHWX pi3aBAHWX Acnax, de 3aBasku
cAMBY MNIOLACHKOI COMAApHOCTI Mig vac «bnekayTis» €
€reKTPOeHepria i MOXHa 3irpiTucs, CbOrodHi nyHae
konsga! Tam € micue ans bora, Tam € Micue Ans KoXHoi
NIOAKHKY, FKa MOXe He TinbKM 33[0BOMbHUTU CBOT
poyacHi notpebu, a M OHOBUTW CBITUNBbHUK BNIACHOTO
cepus, W06 BiaTak CBITUTM iHLWIMM «Hadiet0, A0 SKOT HaC
knuye Focnogb» (nop. Ed. 1, 18), ByTtu Hociem crilkocTi
QNS BTOMIEHNX.

HuHi cepue KOXHOMO Bipyl4oro ykpaiHua ctae
rOCTUHHUM Budpneemom, e 3HaxoauTb NPUXUCTOK lcyc,
SIKMIA NPUXOAUTL A0 HAC Y NOCTaTi HALWOro 6NMKHBOrO B
notpebi. Came B cepusix CUHIB i BOYOK HALLOro Hapoay,
siki, nepeyBatoym Ha pigHUX 3eMNAX YU Ha NOCENEHHSIX,
NiBHOCATb PYKM B MONMTBI 40 Heba i npocTaraTb pyky
ponomorn  GnMKHbOMY, KYETbCS CMifbHAa nepemora
YKkpaiHu Hag cyyacHuM Ipogom, sikuii 3anoB3sBCs nory-
OuTU Haw Hapog. [poTe mMu 3 BipOK B CEPL/i MOXEMO
cnieaTu nicH0 nepemMork Hag lpogamm Beix Yacis:

bnazocnosu Hac, [Jumsimko boxe,
Lapyt Hac HuHi no608 1o,
Xall i nekenbHa cuna He 3Moxe
Hac po3dinumu 3 Tobor.
Bnazocnosu Hac, Mu x Teoi dimu,

Xpucmoc poduscs, cnagime! («Ha Hebi 3ipkay).

Y ueit papicHui i ceiTnni? aeHb Pisgea Xpucto-
BOrO BiTal0 KOXHOrO 3 Bac Tennom boxoi 6e3HacTaHHOI
MPUCYTHOCTI. 13 rMMBOKO0 BOSYHICTIO B CepLi BiTako Ha-
LUMX BINCbKOBMX, BONOHTEPIB, MEAWKIB, EHEPTEeTUKIB i psi-
TyBamnbHWKIB. YKe KOTPUIA pik NOCNiNb BY € HOCIAMM Hafi,
HEBTOMHO 3axuLialoum, nigTpumytoun Ta 3bepiratoun
XUTTS HaLoro 6aratocTpaxaarnbHoro noay.

Bitalo TakoX HalMX yYuTeniB i BUXOBATENIB, SKi
3 BENUKOKW MOCBATOK B YMOBaX BiHW He TiNbKu
nepeaarTb AiTAM 3HaHHS, @ 1 NNeKatoTb Y HUX BiO4yTTS
CTilKOCTi, HaBYaloTb iX 6YTW NMOABMM HaBiTb Y HEMKA-
CbKux 0OCTaBMHaX. YCiM, XTO CBITUTb CBITIIMM CEpLieM
cepen TemMpsBi i 3irpiBae 4OBPOM cepes X0nogy BiiHM
PO3PYXU, BUCTOBITIOK IMWUOOKY MOASKY.

Bitato Tux, xT0 3apa3 nepebysae Ha niHii (poHTy,
Ha OKyrnoBaHWX TepuTopisX, y nikapHsax. Ocobnneo BiTato
TUX, XTO BTPATMB JOMIBKY, | TWX, XTO AaB NOTpebyymnm
NPUTYNOK, Yn B YKpaiHi, Yn 3a KOPAOHOM, L6 BOHY
BiAYYNM KPWUXTY AOMALLHBbOrO 3aTWULLKY Ta Pi3ABSAHOI
pagocrTi.

3 Pi3neom XpucToBMM Oaxkaro nocrmilmMTi [0 TUX,
XTO Onnakye BTpaTy 3armbnux i 3HUKnux 6e3BicTu, XT0
4yBa€ Haf NOpaHeHUMM B NiKapHAX.

ObiiimMato TiX, XTO € [Janeko Big pigHoi 3emni,
BaTbkiB, SKi CKyyatoTb 3a CBOIMU LiTbMM, OPYXUH, SKi
YekalTb NOBEPHEHHS 3 (DPOHTY CBOIX YOIOBIKIB, Ta
Aiten, ki MonATbCA, Wob TaTo AKHaMLWBKUALIE MOBEp-
HYBCS [OZOMY.

Bin wwuporo cepus yainsto BciM Bam baTbKiBCbKE
BnarocrnoBeHHs i Baxalo KOXHOMY 3 Bac, Bif HalMmo-
NOALIOro 40 HAMCTapLUOro, CrpaBXHLOI PagocTi Aiten
BOXMX, CMaYHOT KyTi, Becenux cat Pisasa XpucToBoro
Ta LWACMKUBOro, MepeMOXHOro, MupHoro i Gnarocno-
BEHHOro NPUAZELHLOro PoKy. Mokv My 30aTHI CBITUTM I
3irpiaT 0gHe OAHOrO Pi3aABSHUM CBITNOM, KONSAOH Ta
MOJIMTBOIO, Hisika TEMPSIBA YW XONOAHEYA HAC HIKOMNW He
nogonae!

Xpuctoc Hapoaveca! Cnasimo Woro!

T CBATOCINAB

[aHo B Kuesi,
npu Matpiapwomy cobopi BockpeciHHa XpucToBoro,
y AeHb CBaToro oTys Haworo Mukonas, apxuenuckona
Mup Jukifcbkux, yynoTeopus, 6 rpyaHs 2024 poky b.

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS
BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy,
Venerable Monastics, Dearly Beloved Brothers and
Sisters, in Ukraine and throughout the world

...And she gave birth to her firstborn son

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
mange,

because there was no place for them in the inn (Lk 2:7).

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!

The Nativity of Christ envelops us with the
invincible power of light and the warmth of God's love!
Today, the Son of God is born in a human body, taking
on all the experiences of human life: facing poverty,
rejection and enmity, the coldness of broken human
relationships, and the darkness of human hatred and
persecution. God comes exactly where “there is no place
for Him,” where man has thrown Him out of his life space
and the horizon of his own dreams.

On Christmas night, the spiritual darkness
created by man through the coldness of his own
indifference and sin dissipates before God's light from
heaven in the Child Jesus, resting in a manger on hay.
Under the angelic chant, “Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace...” the coldness of man’s alienation from
God and his neighbour transforms into warmth by God’s
drawing close to man. This is prophesied by the Old
Testament prophet Isaiah: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined” (9:1).

At the same time, God drawing close to man in
the Nativity of the Son of God gives rise to an authentic
rapprochement of man with man, to authentic
reconciliation and peace that comes to us from heaven.
In response to God's closeness, which warms and saves
life, the shepherds say to each other: “Let us go to
Bethlehem!” (cf. Lk. 2:15). They go together, seek out
and find Joseph and Mary with the Child lying in the
manger. Having seen the Child in the stable cave, as

they were foretold, they go out and joyfully tell about the
wonder they experienced.

The description of this meeting breathes warmth
on us. The Divine Child is for us, Ukrainians, the light of
God amidst the darkness of war, the warmth of God's
closeness amidst the inhuman alienations of today.

This winter, in Ukraine the enemy wants to turn
darkness and cold into weapons of mass destruction, the
cheapest in the world! Every night, air attacks of the
aggressor methodically destroy our cities and villages,
homes and their vital infrastructure, kill civilians. The
enemy seeks to turn a flourishing country into an icy
desert, exporting to Ukraine the wasteland of its own
Siberia. What he cannot steal, he recklessly destroys;
those he is unable to enslave, he kills. Wherever he
goes, there is no room for anyone—neither God nor
man. How much effort he puts into sowing cold, hunger,
darkness, and his own spiritual emptiness! One can
boldly say this about him with the words of the prophet
David: “Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who
eat up my people as they eat bread and do not call upon
the LORD? There they are in great terror, for God is with
the generation of the righteous. You would shame the
plans of the poor, but the LORD is his refuge” (Ps. 14:4-6).

But despite the uncertainty, anxiety, mourning,
and grief, we Ukrainians celebrate Christmas, as our
ancestors did from generation to generation, even when
we were under the rule of the godless communist regime
of the last century. In the hiding places of the Carpathian
forests, in exile or secretly in their homes, they lit a
Christmas candle as a sign of living faith, as a sign of the
presence of Christ the Saviour among us. When
darkness surrounds us, the light, which is the newborn
Lord, shines even brighter! He himself assures us of this:
“| am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (Jn. 8, 12).
And then he makes each of us bearers of God's light:
“You are the light of the world... In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
(Mt. 5:14.16).

The light of the Newborn in the soul and body of
our people illuminates a place of hope and invincibility.
As darkness surrounds us, may the light of Christmas
that is within us become even brighter! Instead of worry-



